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About halfway through Shaun Of The Dead, our hero and his ragtag band 
of friends and family happen across another group of survivors. The 
encounter is only a short scene, and it exists purely to set up a visual gag, 
but in that moment the dynamic of Shaun’s plight changes significantly. 
Suddenly it’s not just one small posse of humans making a stand against 
the apocalypse, which is how the story has been told until this point. 
Characteristically, Shaun doesn’t propose the sensible option of merging 
the groups in order to raise their overall chances of survival (sensible 
options rarely present the best opportunities for comedy), but the mere 
existence of others like him provides a fragment of hope. Most things are 
better when they’re shared – even a suburban zombie outbreak. 

This is something that has informed the creation of Destiny, the latest 
production from a studio that made an immense impact when it arrived on 
the console scene in 2001. Bungie has added to its CV since with a 
succession of Halo titles that have led the way in defining how people 
play games with and against each other today, and it’s now using that 
experience to create what feels like another stride forward. 

However, while Destiny’s take on multiplayer feels like it belongs to the 
next generation, when it arrives in 2014 the game will roll out across PS3 
and 360, too, exposing it to the largest possible console market, not 
simply a slice of the fledgling PS4 and Xbox One audiences. Such an 
expansive launchpad makes sense when you consider the extent of 
Bungie’s ambitions. This is a studio with few rivals when it comes to 
exploring themes and ideas over successive instalments, and in Destiny it 
already has plans for four distinct games over an eight-year period. When 
Bungie COO Pete Parsons talks about building a universe that will be 
spoken of in the same breath as Star Wars, it doesn’t seem outrageous. 
He and his team explain their vision in detail beginning on p60.

Seeking friends for 
the end of the world
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Despite admirable dedication to indie developers, and playing host 

to some of indie’s greatest hits, Sony 1  has struggled to raise its 

voice above the formidable noise generated by XBLA – and this 

despite numerous nightmarish accounts from indie developers burned 

by the experience of working with Microsoft. That’s changing now, 

as Sony all but positions indies front and centre of its PS4 strategy, 

building on a past that includes Net Yaroze, PlayStation Minis and 

in-house incubation programmes. Sony has indie in its blood, and 

on p10 we look at what it’s doing to reinforce that. The PC has a 

thriving indie scene too, of course, but it’s MOBAs 2  that are 

attracting the biggest audiences. On p14 we investigate how 

multiplayer online battle arena games became the biggest genre in 

the world without anybody noticing. And on p16 we fi nd out if the 

Ouya revolution 3  delivers on lofty promises made by its Kickstarter 

campaign. Big Fish Game’s iOS adventure Fetch is, well, rather 

fetching, which is why you’ll like art director Brian Thompson’s work 

4  on p18. In Soundbytes 5  on p20 former head of hardware 

Jeri Ellsworth exposes Valve’s “high school” cliques, while EA’s Peter 

Moore laments Wii U’s out of step nature. Finally, on p24, Chronicle 

screenwriter Max Landis 6  recalls smashing up consoles with his 

fi sts and why games tell such good stories, in My Favourite Game.

WLEDGE
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How past experience with independent productions  
is at the heart of the PlayStation maker’s next-gen plan

R arely has a videogame executive 
enjoyed such an honest moment of 

joy on stage as Jack Tretton, president 
and CEO of Sony Computer 
Entertainment America. He delivered 
the news at E3 that PlayStation 4 will 
permit used game sales and retail for 
$100 less than its rival, Xbox One. This 
sucker punch was aimed at Microsoft’s 
hardware plans, but it was when Sony 
called a clutch of indie game makers to 
the Los Angeles Memorial Sports Arena 
stage that the publisher started a fight 
on the software front. “We absolutely 
love scouring the Earth for inspirational 
indie developers,” said Adam Boyes, 
VP of thirdparty relations at SCE, while 
the eight creators played their games in 

a semi-circle of giant screens, front  
and centre of Sony’s next-generation 
presentation. “We’re developing the 
world’s best indie game portfolio across 
all the PlayStation platforms, and giving 
developers the ability to self-publish 
their games.”

This commitment to the independent 
game development scene is arguably in 
Sony’s DNA. Following the launch of 
the original PlayStation in Japan, Sony 
ran numerous programs to aid startup 
Japanese development studios. Many 
professional developers cut their teeth 
on Sony’s Net Yaroze consumer 
development kit for PlayStation, and the 
company has continued to invest in new 
talent with ongoing student competitions 

and its so-called ‘pub fund’ 
for original independent IP 
such as 2012’s Dyad. But that 
support has traditionally taken 
place backstage; Sony’s bold, brash 
pledge to indies was on parade at E3. 
So does this showboating represent a 
true sharpening of commitment, or is 
indie support merely another tick on  
the company’s marketing plan?

“We’ve been fairly indie-friendly for 
a while now on paper, allowing self-
publishing on PSN for more than five 
years,” says Nick Suttner, account 
support manager at Sony Computer 
Entertainment America, who describes 
his job as ‘helping cool indie games 
come to PlayStation platforms’.  

Sony’s thriving
indie landscape

KNOWLEDGE
SONY
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