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The future of electronic entertainment 

R 
'\t1I, pay artenbOI'l. You'llSldolbtedIY hiM! 'fOU' OM! _ cA 

whaI sin.*:! il<Ml been QiIflWI a the ~ v.hdl p!IIC8 cA 

~ shooJd have rTl!DI !ha top tIYoo, a"d v.tri the rtmaring 

SIlt eategones also (:(lr1la'l th9 nconect entrII!Is. 

Good. ()pricrI is heaIItti. However, dal'\ bothef ~ il­

the rBader iIW<i'rls <W(W"I'\ happEIrwlg JUSt yet. In this I9IUII ~'I fnd 

Edge's drt:es: what we feel represents the t8r9S1 appraosaI 01 the 

soft- am ~ releases 01 the 'as! 12 mcnthS r ... other wcros, 
(MlI"y11W'g that has appoored ri, IW'Id nr::U;Ing. E 1 '0 to E 122). 

For those stl asleep at the bacI<, this ot.MousIy Il'IE!Q"IS that this 

1llCflIh's <XMJ( st-Y, The Legt:r(1 of ZeIda. 1n9 Wild W8k9r. does 

not oonsulute part of this selection. Hem ~erent WOIJd the rest.its 

have boon roo Nirlteodo go! tts IItnSIators workI'lg ~ SI'ifIs to 

EnSIJa (W'\ aaner US r8ease? ~'s a ~ Q.,IeStion - the 

~ woo.Jd then haw had Wl'f ime 10 keep ~ players 

focused ctl its oonsoIe rung !he ~ EasIEt period (.:nd 

~. nottW1g to boost ~ sales r'I May once the gIIl18 

gets a PAL outrJg- &per Met10Id otMo:::IUWf took care 01 the 

cal!lrlB's fI"sI ep.atEWj. $tI, ~ ~ BmJ98S )<lU. you (3l ~ 

speoJate....tHe the latest ~ ar:MWtu8 fTII!tII hiMI sIo!ted n 

m:m ths morth's revIeW - uy p88 

~'s (rI nteras!Jrg ImII la" Nrrtendo. A recent epI$OdI rM::MIg 

the ()ou;n; G/a4I <n1 ret<*r Argas - had 8Ithar t:O'll*'i not 

r&-EM!lJa:ed r.s deasu1 to SIC{} Slockrog the G<rneClJ)e (Me P 11) 

- c:ooiI have pooyed deYa:statIlg for !he KyoIO J)ltJWlBr, n. 
vio::I9oga'ne ~ has changed. Thn's a"1.nlOS1 ~ 

~ n the air. The IluwncasI: IrId N64 /al.6es. stl J)EIf'IIUIy 

Im!tl il some iUJstry minds, IIrlSlXll that many WI a.rrentIy display 

a tendency to Q\IE'rTOOCt. Cl! COU'Se, !he E!I1d 01 lam isn't here yet 

and _ pro'IIio:.jed rt applies ttStill - rt's not too late for Nlntenclo to 

tI.m ~s perfomla1o:::e aromd. But it reaty must IfY M:der, 
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Held once again al Ihe San JOM 
MeEnary Convant'(>I1 Cantar, the 
Game Developers Conlerenea I. a 
four·day event 811ended by around 
10.000 gama developer, 

frontend 

Networking is the message at GDC 
The tribulations of onUne gaming and the opportunities provided by mobile gaming 
were two of the key focuses at the 2003 Game Developers Conference in San Jose 

A I'ItIr 12 rro::nhs IhaI ~ seen 111& 

ecx:nornc~of""'"'Y~ 

CI!K:*"II!I ...tWe tw ~ raka 11 rooord 

PIQI ~S . me 2003 GIwna CIoMlIq)ers ConIer91C8 
.... ~ gong to !la a bitter _ IM!I'l! 

There was plenty 01 actMtv arou:'Id me 
caraer~, Iof ~. as those 'Mth 

Mded ptCjecIs 11 development pid<ed <:;Nor Iht 
~ 01 IIrtIsIs and o::odt'n; ....no Mw bean 

made~I. tt was certariy ~t for 

me IOm'ler IT\tYrt>I:W$ 01 MIdwiy's ~ 

~ IJlXlp Sltuatocl a COl.fli& of mIoos 

II\)-n me Siwl JootI CorM.nIon Cant", v.OOre 

GOC 1$ fleICI. the l00.str0ng studo_ 

--.ay s'1U: dcMn as Mdway .... rTW"Iy 0It'e" 

po..bIshers. cW!d rtemaI capadty Wl on::IIII' 10 

rut opa"8lr1g 00SlS ~. 8 cor..pa d 

~ ,.,.,. raosed"MY $'rioo5111J IhBy sal 

8IOUld the ~ WIIh -Job -.tB<f er 

WJ l8>Clt.nIlof too<:f SI!JlS!iII.d< to the b&d<$ ,,-..... 
~ ... tell to OOCS dtI faao IXlIl!ICIfIIlO9 

IOn Storms w...... Spector_ to try and 

"'" II'1II SIIl*K:In a po!ItMI spl. In a de9gI 
~ EIrlIdIIId .SeQ..oaIs and ~ 

DaaglIr'r"o:Mnul In a AsI<.~ Wor1If_ 

the 5agIII d Aostn anad<ed h8ad-Qn the .... 

of v.heIher the a.m!I""( stale of the rdJsIry IS 

kiIng CIlI8lro01y. 

'"1.., wo1<OO on IIctInces so:;h as Rod<y 

and ~ and BoxI< RogIII's IlIhE! p(OSt, 

and 1-"" no! tat CCflStra"1ed toy them: Spector 

f1MIIIIBd . "Oo<ay, yru don't gel to do 'I'M ()IMl 

~ wor\Qng wiIh altc:enc:e but ttwe all 

PQIIlWeIIIIJ WIll I ~ Eidori to be ~ 

10 make 8 grme t.m on the 'TaTb RaidIII" 

mc:MII: fllllIddea 

But • -', III doom rod gIOCnl 

The ~ 01 stI..doa, suct1 as (l"S TOCId 

~ and AI*:'s Ran t.\oftWeI< spoke 

ei:louI r'UYlIIlg a ~ stLdo_ I.trIe 

BO:l~'soo·tor.n:Ier FIB)o Mt..2)M....." 

~ 1t1& call 01 (Uy. dwrIng /Ne 

ror.ndta/:llee I1Itt11& days handtng out advice 

10 stan~ on a.t:;ects lIUCt1 _ ~ 

~. IXJ)k:rty rod IT'8k8I.ng 

0Iher SIrO"'g ~ strards ird..ded 

the rIQ'W-st8I1diwtt l'WO-dIiry IC8CIIImC 

conIeranoe. a women 11 g!II'l"lN IJ'QI.4) and IIlII --
San Jose at dusk _ th is I. whan all the lun 
begins with several comp.llny·holted 
partie. on every night o f the conl.,..,..e 

"A couple of enterprising types raised smiles as 
they sat with 'Job wanted' or 'Will texture for 
food' signs stuck to the backs of their laptops" 

~. the 1fIOmy .... of rJIIISiWIIy 

rl"IIJt(lI8yer orWoe g!II'l"lN (~MOGaj c.oramed 

I(lIS 01 beno:IIw:IIn. As III ~ GOCa, Sony 

O'"h ErtIar1arnrnenI& Raph Kost&r rod Rich 

VogeI , 0'88II'0'a leIIO and dIMttopmBnI dinlc!or 

~!or sw WNs G&Iauss, IICa1Id Iha 

~ 'Mth a day ~ Monai 1110 1t1& 
prc:tJkwnlllU'rtlg MMClGIl. ThIS ye« t/lay 8ISo 

Unlike Microsoft and Nlnlendo, Sony splul>ed out som. marketing money on a large 
I tand, highlighting development lechnology l ueh a. the PlaySlltlon2 Perlormanee 
Analyzar, as wall as aKamples 01 onllne and ~o,ee·ecllvaled game. 
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Nokia boasted on .. of the largest stands on the GDe expo floor, and it had plenty 01 camera phones, game decks and lrea dev kits for 
peOple to play with. Big US semi -conductor compan ies such as In tel and nVid ia also used their marketing muscle to make a splash at GDe 

pnOO forces ,.,;th ano/hIlr "'*'" vet ... ",,; 

EAS Gordon Walton. the eXflCIrtJ\Ie ~ 

et The Srns O"*'t! 
"The t.ggast p-<tlm ~ <rile 

g..-oos is IhBy q:Hrntll in a fmdarmntat)I 

dff ... eot ~ to oftIi1e g..-oos, -~oo 
said. -K's SOI'l"09!OOg I've had to kick against 

ttYouglouI m,t care..-. The m::ffl so:;:cess JW 

gel ~ an et*le game the bigg{r" cran ~ 
b8co"nes on the ~ 1"\!SCU'C6S ." 

Q1e reason IcY ths. he e:>:pI!Wlad. was 

~ e><peet a 65--85 per CSlt prdit on 

9'QSS sales for so:xessfL.j ga'T"IeS. The rmst 

:<u:cessfL,j et*le g..-oos <rl-f make :n-ro p..­
een! , 1lcMoevar, t:>ecaLoo 01 their ho(t"oer 

~t an:! ong.:::.-.J mai'lt ... ,...x;e costs, 

-n &ags dow"lthe ~s O'JIO"aI 9'QSS 

profit and that ~ them: Walton said. 

Inncati. the day before GOC SIao16d, EA 

<nlCU1COO its "'*'" e><plf'ment was (JoIIO" and 

EA.com 'MJlJd be rdIOO bad< into lis ccrn 

bJsInoos. ThIs moons tt ..... 00 ia>gBr ~ 

sep;yate tnarciaI fV.Jres IcY C<W\e a:::!MIy, ~ 

aIsocanceled Mo/O'Oty 0lIha, a persistent 

"'*'" rOOog game. Acoordr'o9 to the fnlI p-ess 
reIoose froo1 the games <1I'MlIopnent taam, 
MCO su1'fered t:>ecaLoo rt "was eW:lent that the 

game was quocI4y domi"oated by si<jIed 

players . rlfW pIa)'8'"S ~ tocad with more 
defeats than helping h;Jnds" 

Revealing the enormo.JS investment 

n:q.Jired to creatll sud1 a ga-ne. \kJgeI 

"We've already taken 400,000 pre-orders of 
Star Wars Galaxies but there's no way we can 
handle that number of players in the first week" 

Tack Jin Kim. NCsofl's eEO. gave a 
busines, klt)'nol e entitled. 'Applying 
the Lessons Learned on Korea and 
Lineage 10 Today's and Tomorrow's 
Online Games', lineage is the largest 
subscription online game in the world 
with over 3m subscribers 

corrrnerned thal on top 01 ils slar1danj 

~t tewn, onIne 9"ffi8S also raqi>l a 

live tewn, Gons.slfig 0127 staff. Ihe Srar w.n 
GaIa.ws leam is desi<pld to deal ,.,;th day-Io­

day pot::Oerns and co:rm.nty raIaOCns, Star 

\1Iirs G;)Ia.ooos wi also Mve around 100 

(lgteers, ~s paod by Sco">y to geoemte in­

ga-ne events. And in addtion to at ttOs, the 

game raqxes six shifts et CUS!ome.-~ 

staff proWkIg 2417 fXNf!I to deal "'th problems 

~ froo1 payers....m C31 '1 camctiy!We in 

their senaj rum... to game bugs 

~'s cost irrpIcatl<;n; such as these that 

Pll9\Y1 v.tm 5111' Win Gata>:ies fY1aIy Iaurdlos, 

access wi be SIIictIy CO"lb'OIed 10 EII"II!IUll 

()Jaity 01 SOlf\Iice, "The IauldlIS crucial 

because aI the peopie ....m ha:ve IJo..9'll the 

gIrM wi try 10 piay ~ , " VogeI pointed out 

'We've already taken 400,00') pr&-O"der1; to.rt 
there's 00 WfIt we C31 hancSe ltlaI rum... cl 

pI<rj'ers n the frsI wed<.' 

01 the pUs SlOe, aI t!Yoo speak...-s 

expmssed the vte!.v that there was an 

oppor!tnty /or rod1e "'*'" ga-TlBS, that is 

trooo ....n;h catf;f: for '4' 10 25,0)) sU:l6<:rtlers, 

Ne( rrlj do such 9"ffi8S rrlj cost a ro..pe cl 

rT60n <lohl.; 10 deYaIq>, to.rt !hay C31 charge 
!hair ao.dience m..d'o t-.;t...- ratOO, WoItl 

EvetOJesj, we rrlj get '4' 10 $200 per year 

from a Sl.tlscri:«, \\Oer6as scme cl the rOche 

prOO..icts manage to S(JJOOZe '4' to SI ,0)) per 

pIaytr"," Kos1er stared 

Mother key ~ in the an, g;HIiog 

space at GCx:: was NCooIts CEO Tack...., Km. 

0'Mlfl0" cl the IM:JI\ds rmsI ~ <ri-le ga-ne, 

LiIeage. I'otOch has more than 3m active usa-s 
n Koma. In contrast to US games, 96 per COOl 

01 LO:J6g9 usa-s COIYleCt Ilia broadber1d, 

~ rmsI pkrj' the game n PC g;HIiog 

cafes rather than at home, NCsoIt IS rv::m 
att~ng to break into the US rra-i<et and. as 

a part cl \hs , is ~ the creetCO' o! the 

U!m8 s..-ies RIchard G.arnJtts new~. 
Md ~'s Many go! rro::nay to tun. In its lasl 

fna-1daI year, the ~ made a proIil cl 

$45m (£29m) rn sales cl $1 23m (l:78m). 

Ringing the changes 
C<::rrooctMty and gamng 01 a cifltn'f1t km was 

on the agIO"lda at the MO-day GOC MOOie 
sessictls, Fm 01 the ke<,flot6S was Takeshi 

Natsuno, e><ea.JtM! \oice p-esoOet11 et NTT 

QoC.oI.\o ,-<nOde. ~ to be the I...-gest 

Internet SIlIVice proWioIn the IM:JI\d - i-<nOde 



DHigned 10 work wllh E...,Quest on PS2, Logit«:h" k~bo&n:Il'Ias been approved by 
Sony. Th. g ...... JUSI lIIunc:"-<I in !he US, i, doing wllll wllh a fifth .......... already added 

res 36m ~ i'l..8p!rl- N9tst.r0-&Ifl 

por1Ied 10 the ~ o! the usa' 

e>:perIEIO'"ICe as the ka'f driver o! the mobile 

'M;t1d . 'W<J imI dowr1loads 10 hltl seconds aryj 

<bl't tal< IIbouI I~: he pcned <.U. 

For nxan'()Ie, DoCoMo .-~.l<:Ml. 

hst-, c __ ~~phonesasOoJa 

~; IUTW"g tIw I1ICIrcJIogy no a ............... 
He aIIIo ~ ~ ItIIIcans thallhe 

_10 3G ne!WD'ks naads 10 be ~ 

sXlIO~ "OIxexpanenc:e a FOMA 

PoCoMo's "'lillo~~l~ 

~ I:lecel.&M we need 10 l'ItM:!a ~ 

8'dJIIon be!weeI1 2G aryj 3G $EIr'IioeS: he 

said , "Faster COI"II'laCtioI speeds do rot JTofm 

richer content • 

The kay>oIe from NciQa's --.a w:e 
~ a mede aryj 8'lIertar"IlWlI. IIkka 

Rai~ ed"oed IIOIlW a ~ pontS. 

"Tedrocb;w 00-.'1 ... ba1IIts do. ' he 

stated. ...-.ort:ng NciQa"S CO,., .. , •• as a 

p.bI:!ite b' ~ oonterr. as WIll..,. 

~tne~o!~...ooS88 

ElI1KYOne's 'avourlte night ollh" show is 
Ihe 000111 crawl. In whicll company 
sponso"lIlp ",suUs In ' .... beer 

NciQa"S N-Geg& dIMce as a pOOlnIiaI ........ 

~""'" 
~.Ihe~ls"-' Io 

stress th!II (t1o$e 'M1O are S<Mstiy COI'l"(ltWog 

N-G8ge to NilIendo"s Grne ea,. Advance 

I'ItM:! !tie 'M'OnQ erld cl the stic:I<. "The PIIOII 01 

\ed .~ intJ'oO£IIon IS the bQ dI'Igerce 

~ ptn"Oi!IS 1nl the I7<dJoreI cor'IIIOIt 
1T"OdII,' RaoIkrWl ponted 0lI_ ~ the 

speed of 1Nl twOw!We cyCle 01 phori8s, . .. 

-McIety ....,.., If*: Nokia IS ~ wor\ci'Ig 

cr'Ia N-GIQe2_ 

Mobile infancy 
IIroIher .... Nct<Ia 'NI be p.lShng v.<th 

N-Gs.ge 18 r'IIIfWoXk \jEII"lWlg. VIohether ~ be fao&.. 
to-Ieoe gII'I'Wlg .... E\tlel00\t1, 1oca!r:n.b9sed at 

\Iia the I'I"'CItlie phOre ~ 111;('/1_ "ThenI!We 

~v.t'IiCI:'l!fllyetlO be~.· 

~ R8ost<.nen 'TI"n< abcU: m:dIy.' 

at ..ot1I reepect to the ISSI.IO of~. he 
IJ9'>'" 1ttIe~. VIe ...... do __ i takes 10 

meke N-Gagia a "_ ,oa"" dEMoI.' _ 11 

IhaI was oIIIra:I . • .ans ~ 1haI Nok8 

...... be ~ N-Gage itseII '" the ........... 

ofccreolM. ~, '" FOwld. b'~, 

~""h ..... lOt~tosel~ 
phones" ltois -,. Yel. cotl'lidemg the sheer 
........".,... 01 deW:les NokiB. seIs - ~ sOd 46m., 
the Iltsl tIYeoe 0l"0Ct1Ih$ lOt ~ - then1 n 

.... 10 be rrA;ro$ 01 N-GagE05 ., use. The t:nJ 
~ ..r8 to be. on::e bo:i.J!11 ...... 1heoj be 

used as ptn"Oi!IS at gIWTIIJ.;J ~ 

Men ~ ttu.q\ the d8IIce dd 

se.n 10 go dOv.n WIll 'Mth deYeqleq. 

T~~MalrtMwksalsogol non 
the ~ mood. O'eI!I89rog a ~ 

kit b' NoIdfI's SMes 60 tecrrdogy. v.t.:i'I is 
!he ~ IQo..ndat.oo on which N-Gagt 

."... 

nVldia', CEO J",,·HSlJn HuatIQ look 10 

Ihe stage to announced Ihe compan.,. 
n.w range 01 Ge Fon;:" f)( g .. pllle, 
cards In a breaklast bri.ling 

is toesed, At1d as weI as NokiB.. MoIon:oiIIlOI'Id 

SCorr,t, ErIcseon had a P'es6'"Ce on the GlX: 

~toor 100. ~ thefaa 1hat!T"d:llllt 

QoII'I'W"G IS he'll to Slay. 

The other ITlBP'" por1I of n-at the 
~. at least lOt PC /arm(:$. _the on­
I\RW'OlI spat beIween ~~ 

nVda and AT!. Bc:Ch amc:unced reIr8o!I"M a 
tt.olllOSll'lg ~ boiIrdII as weI as a 
dIt..aon ~ tec:tTdog'/ no rn..dl chBape' 

~ 1'larltMI'e. An daims Q RadBon 

geo'Xl pa1, v.t1d1 retais at $399 (£254). 

~its ll..O"Tberone~~ . 

torroet/'W1g ~ adTined by nVda's CEO 
Jen..Hsun Huang whO VCWfOd nVIdoe wr::d:I • 

'3horttt r&goIII'1 its pertom oao ce 1eiIdItItip.' tt. 

bog ~ tag was "'OX9 lOt 7V. Io\hch reIers KI 

the ~ GeFao::e FX 520) oo.d. TIW 

wiI~cnax9aryj.~. ". 

a pnce pcot1 ~ $79 ~_ For u.c.e thiII c.. 
8bo..t IUCh ttw1gs. ATl's ~ IB'I. the 

RaC&on 9200. is rn:YI.I ~ arc! 
t:nJ uses CQ:;tX e, 1 

frmtEOJ 

Uk. lis competitors, Ol.c .... t. Ih. 
company bolllnd 3d. m.~. I>aId 
regular tutori,1 MSslon, during GOC. 
11 a lso usad the show to announce the 
r.Ie," 01 a Game E.portlntarfllC. for 
the 30 modelling pac!o:.. 

Sony london'$ E~Toy peripheral, 
which combin •• PllySlatlon2 wilh 
motion Inputs captured vll I use 
Webcam. w's, lilt on Ill. ,IIOW"oor 
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'Game Stars' to find gaming idol 
ITV is set to grant the videogame industry its own reality competition 
show, but ITC refuses to see the cultural contribution of the medium 

T ~ Easter~ will see the 

b-oadciJst, en flV1. 01 'Gtrne Stars', a 
twj'l-p-oIiIe bid to COI'1'b1e videc>gaInes WI\h 

re<Wty PlO!) ill"'. rg n the stYoe 01 'Pop 1001" 
and rts 1<. The sh::ffl has boor1 arginaered 

by W:Ieog;:ma specaaIist PfI ~ 

Barri'lgICfl Ha-vey and broadcaster 

Gr.nada. v.rn all aJning /c( a tq1er profile 

ItHllhat acHeved by ~ ird.tstry 

televlsiJn exct.r.;lCOS, As WIll as att~ 

to tnd the roatO::.>nS best gemew-. the show" will 

also r€PCWt the reso.Jts 01 a p.tlc vote tor the 

best game 01 the paSt \'9i.Ir ... _aI 

Barmgton H.Gvvey's Simon Harvey, 

v.:.:.tng for the 'Gane St<ys' Pac>pIe's 

Chooce Awards,~, took place 

ocross the 'Game Stars' Websr:e 

(ww>'>' _g<meSt<YS.co_~, the 'Daty ~'. 
and at in-SlCffl votog forms at GAME. 

Wilners i1 the too aIoI'a'ds categories 'Nil 00 

r!l'V!l<Wd d!rtlg the show ftself. wittl the 

'DaIy Mimx', GamesRadaf.ccm, GAME and 

BAFTA having sponsaed io::tOOJaI awards. 

The Cl\Ia"aI Game of Games Award is to be 

awarded by a SAFTA jo..ry of 'i'd;stry 

experts'~, 

A mix 01 celebrity hosts and 
Interiudes by bands should enSure 
a wide audience lor 'Game Stars ' 

"In order to take gaming into the mainstream, 
we need to treat videogaming as a fun 
pastime, not the obsession of the hardcore" 

different categ:>oes, and IS set to featl.ffl 

ceiebrity ~ and IXn:!s 
The bid 10 find the nal>:'.X'l's rrost sl<ifLJ 

w1eogirn9 adept has beer1 takOg place CNef 

the past ~ 01 moo:hs across the UK; 
the 'Hull for the UK's Greatest G.i:m9"' tcu 

was opoo !O arJYCO!l. and stopped in 

~. &istd. Cardff, Glasgow, 

Leeds, Lmdcxl, Marrllester, Newcastle and 

Belfast. Players were randorrIy *x::ated 

tm;., chalief"ges from a possi)Ia 1 Z 9(rn9S. 

With !he CMrnI best pia;« from -.il Qty 

going fo:wad to !he frlaI. As Edge goes to 

press . the tar has proY9d SI(1lficarn~ 
pcp.Aar. "These as QffaJt tmes. yet <:Ne( 

1.0c0 g.¥rl8S ptayers tL.med out to ~te 

in the Lmdoo chaIenge ~ am the stardard 
wasl"litj1 across the tJoiMd.· claimed 

(Ninlendd) ... , ...... . 
Nin tendo has certainly l aken 'Game Stars' serious ly. even "oin" so l ar as 10 produce flyers 
10 d n.< m up support . and votes. for Its nominated games. such as Merroid Prime 

ow 

The show" ~seIf wiI be broadcast Ct1 

Easter- &rdav. v,ith !he Ilci.OO1 01 c.eIeb'lty 

!}J8S1S .rod bards clearly aimed at ctawI1g 11 
a I!r'ger audien::e. And wtiIe Edge certainly 

has some OOltJts about some 01 !he 

JlOfJToOOS for !he awards categcries. such a 

Dd to prose/y!lse to the masses about the 

joys of ga'TIing IS ootrely actnrabIe. 

NwertheIess . ns probably stiI desll1ed for 

!he scorn of scme elements within the 
garrrg o::.:<rm.rity. as Hio'vey acYnts. 

"We're not g:>ng to keep some of the J'TlCte 

cyrd Q<I1lIlI'S~. tu: thats not 

necessarily 'Nhat 'Ga'ne Sta"s' IS aI at.xluI. 

k wiI be interesmg to see how they react 

to it, thoo;tl." 

No dol.tJt there wiI be mstSlaloo to Ihe 

att~t by !he show's prc:dlx:;ers to 
.gI<m:rt;e' garring. &it Havey is cle<w'that 

prI'Mous anerrpts to televise videogames 

have been h(mstrtrg by a relct<n:;e to 
poperty o:::u:t a mainstr'(l(m ao..oenoe_ 
"'nrt about 0lJ' ·st.¥s'. they've ill onginated 

from garrrg am g<meS TV ~ 

And I'.toie a <'.1e(1oo 01 kJ'oooMedge is 

otM:osIy cn.aaI v.Mn repllSffitrg ganes 

Cfi TV. we hif..'!l tended to \11eItotSe 0lJ' 

~ by PIg!lCridOg them from 
the off_ &it games <Ye oI:.M::oJsIy ~ 

in'::reasirgIy pq:!I.A<Y: no b:"ger rT'USI ;QU be 
a geek to If'lI:lerstam and k:lve them_ The 

reach I1to celebnty is rro::ffl wdespread tlWl 

Ihe mainstream I"fl€I(ja realises_ MakI1g a TV 

show that srniIarfy caters for a mainstream 

audence is c:tMcusIv !he secret to sucoess. 
&re, the hadcae ao..oenoe has t.ouo;1lt the 

rdJstry to ....tIe.-a ~ IS. &it in croer to trt.fv 
laM gaming mo the ~. we need 

to bmak froo from those sha<:.:kles and troot 
Yidoog;rning as a fLI1 and (I1IataiTog 

pastme, not !he cbsess«YI 01 the hadcae." 

Sudl (W1 a-go.rnent is hardy likely to o.xry 
favou- v,ilh cyrd am jaded ganers, but ~'s 
~ that the ~ I"duslly has rro::n 
to g<m from a show such as 'Garroe St.¥s'. 

"It IS 11 the best interesl 01 g<meS am 
garrrg 10 have maJlStream TV pick l.P Cfi 

the fi.n am ~ they ca-> ~ to 
evetyOne." e>q:Xains Hio'vey. "It wiI rejo.Ne.-\a!.e 

nt€fflS1 in ~ outSIde of Ol¥ trOOtx::tlal 
peal< peO:;xJ , rro::n ~e the m.JSIC I"dushy 

prormtes ~seIf \tYc:o;tl!he BnIS in F(l/Jr"I.a"y, 

v.toeI1 music CO sales <Ye lypK:aIy 1cMt." 

Indood d"s soctMous, ;QU'd be fa"grvoo 
b wc:OOerYlg v.try !he I"dustry hasn 't 

anemptoo scmethng srrb belCffl &it 

efforts 10 get !he shaw off the go.rd ht (Vl 

LI1fCteseel'l obstoc:le v.toeI1 ~ was ~ 
that tekMsioo foo:age 01 videc:og(v"nes is 

I'IeaWy ~ by !he rego.Jat<:Yy body. 

fTC. '"Wt'e'eas Ii'ns am m..tSIC as dea"ned 

to have CIJI....aI sq-ofic<n:"::(!. ganes 
CCMlI"age falls IIlder '~' material , 



so we·re restncted on whai we can ..0 
<::a'1'lOI do on teIevisicon 'M1to.JI t:Aactw'Q lIS 

g.ideIi"Ies, ' ~~. "If we are to 
~ on !IS an irOJslly, we ~~ 
10 IcXlby b'" II1aIl0 d\Yg9: ndeed.S 

~ II1aI the i<es 01 GI'Is Aioud ard 

01e TIU8 \tlo:::e ae ~ 10 ornrt:J.Ie 
1TD"I:l1O the oJb.nII lie 01 the r0IIOfllhiln tt. 
i<es 01 /00 or RQz, Ard As also ,lI i ....... 
that the II"dJstry has been tm;dy IA'I'WIII& 

01 the lTes strooe LonIi ruN. 

It's ~ scmettWlg thaI's QOI"IiIlO 
have to dlange belCIfE! vdaogao '188 can 
!nit' gein to klothoId on t€ilM9on sd'ecUes. 
b\J:!he!Wn is b'" Uame SUvs· to become 

an 8I'T1.IaI ~ "We're hopong that 0ifJT 

1rnII, Uame $Iars' wI become the 

I'Q.JWIenI 01 the Brits n the rn.lSic 1I"dJstry.' 

ccntonuBS Ha'Y8y "'Gane Stan;" 0$ aI at:x:u: 
~ the good" gtYneS <ond ~ 
<ond we're hopIlg that alter the snow, 
we'. have made ITD"I:l people I1tEW8Sleo n 
~ \Ii:leogcrnes. • V'h"ich is whai Edge 

0$ hopong b'". too. 
FQr tTIOI'9 onIormatoon ab::IiJI 

'Gan'oB SUn', YISlI the Websrte at 
WNN.~tars,OO, lJ< 

A<;con;lin!jll0 e .rrlngton HaNey's Slmon HaNay, one 'high_profil. m.l. TV host' r.ng 
up IMo producer 10 personally n k whelher lie would be able 10 "Iv. OIJI.n award 
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Games provide focus for Screenplay 
Nottingham's Broadway Cinema provtdes the venue 
for an exploration of gaming's cultural contribution 

Doak 1051 Dui to Z.k Banlon, whleh JUl t 
go • • 10 show that developer, work so 
hard they can" play thel. own gam •• 

0>, 

L as! moncn saw the ttwd ¥W'UaI 

~ 8'o9lI take place at 

~s 8roactwayCi'18na amed at 

~ the o.ItuaI ~ 01 
~. Enbtled 'Makers, Ttwlkeo;s, 

f'I.lyers',!he e.'BnI tool< place on Sah.Iday, 

~ 15. 1Vld was c:o-org:ris9d by 

Broadway Educatbn and WiuaI atist Frank 

Abbot! of Non01Qham Trant 1.Jriversrty, ~ 

were hc:lpng to provide a platfcm1 f(x the 

<tscussion 01 rssues such as narratille, 
character. IcIentlty. ao..den:e, i'1ciJstry and 

M with regtVd to \Iideog;:mes. IVld II'lou!;t1 
~ was attllndad by (fly atCU'ld SO people, 

Iheffl_ pIMs 10 make next ye;r's €M:lI'1I El 

rruch more ambiOOus me. 

lhe hIQtii\jlIs of this yea'!; 6Y9nI 

nct.ded a matnee SCfe8'Wlg of "War 
GEmes', an extbbon of retro CCf'lSIjes ;rd 

ga«es. ..:I the dln:e to see David Cloak 
~ I'OlTdybeatan al Tme$tItIBrs2. 
"from rT'rf poll! r:J view the !MInt went very 
weI,· axpIaned Atlbon, "a"Id rt perbmed 

the task 01 t;mgrg toQeIh9r a ~ ftnge 

01 engaged people 10 explore and oeIebr8Ie 

the tI'ii<n;j ootm !he deYe/op'Tlen: of the 

gIWTI9S phenomemn. The discussion was 
temrw.: with mIevant and axcrtJrg 

0CWltnbu\i0rls in ill areas. • 

h::Ieed a pa'l9 <iscussion featlnd Free 
RacicaI CloiIsrJl's DiMd Cloak inl Prof8ssor 

SteYe 8enIord from the U"MwsIty of 

~'s Mxed ~ Lab, v.t'iIe a 
relrog<me e~ ~ by 1¥1 Pon 

NUl ~ Se..-pLly I1 Intended to take place on • la rge r scale, building on ilia &uCca .. 
01 the first ttI .... eventlln bt1n.glng together a diverse range of people 10 d iaeu'l gaming 

end PaA Oruy aIow8d 8tt8"de8s to ~ a 
range 01 trtIes on 8I..dl pIatfomls as !he AIai 
~ end the BBC Mo-o. AI90 cl note was 
an ext'bbcn 01 tEICt"noIogoJ-tIased MWOrI< 
and wtI..eI ~ end sm.etor mactW'les. 
IwJ then there was the TmeSpfrra-s:? 
tcur.nenl,...t'Idl sew Iou" f'naists tamg 
on Cloak on a 0f$'TIB 9CfflIln , Cloak\; offIdaI 

6l\CUSe /or Ic$ng out to Z2J< Ba"lSOf'l was 
that the)/lX»c CO"lIr'OIIW" was too~, 
thl:lo.ql E. ckI~ to extract (W"I 'oil· 
the-rec:cwtl' 001 des9ioI, that he just wasn't 

good enougto on It'e 00y 

The SUClO868 et tt'IS yaar's 8Y8flI bt.iIds 

on the preW:.us two 1MII'ltS, and the pItvl is 

to Staga ~ on alergar scala next y&iII. -we 
OON have Inks y"th iII.dl a t1roge et 
OOO"I"I"ltted and engaged P90Pe that I ttnI 
~ wI be n a posooon 10 try and get 

~ tor a more IWl"btJous evert next 

yea: CO<firmed Abbott. , trw1k that 

Broadway v.oJd belllt8!eSled ., seer.g tt'is 

~ dEMlIop and I know thev V>$8 

pleased by the d!Ie!ent fa"Q!I et people ~ 

torour/'lt into the t:ouktng. ' 

0rtinIy ~\; i"dica1iYe 01 a I:iroader tr9ld 

wtw:tl has SOO"I ~ sptInging 1.4) to 
calor Ior o:iscussion about ~ iI1 a 

context that's trea from CO'MWCiaI 
constranlS - as demonstrated tJy last 
issue 's report from the GiYnehcl!eI event iI1 

Pans. 'M"«:h c.¥l r:rly be a good thng. 
;.Dging by (W"I audiero:;:e that rr.1ged from 

~resawch~ i'1 

interoctl\ie moda. and academe and 

p,maistx:: critics, to a-tJStS and gMlIn. 

E>:pact Edge 10 ~ ~ reNS et next 
yea's evert ne.:ver the tme, butler details 

about other IMII'ltS at the ~ 

Cinema. 'JisrIWoNWbroadway,org,iJ( 

I 
... ..,..::;, 
- 0 . , 

R.lrogaJTlo8B were well provided lor at ScrH nplay thanks to lan Pare a nd Plul ONf)', but 
th . ... w .... mo ... contempo'lry fllvou .. 01 gaming on di s play, s uch a s Rez (above) 



Edinburgh gets a games festival 
Plans are afoot for the videogame industry to 
muscle in on Scotland's annual festival of culture 

G NEIl1 the eo'.'I9Icaa1 partly 01 the 

IIideogan8 rO.Jstry with 0It'er mopr 
8'terlai'Trent sectOl$, ~ $I'o()Ud cx:wne as no 
s..prise that there's a d8900e to matdl them 
C\Jt1.raIy as WEll I,.','h(;h s v.tly pIWlS MI 

aIoot to Iao.rdl the 2003 EdI"t:uVl 
"'\efrot.Qnal Gi:wnes FestNal <1.rt'og AuglIsI, 
10 celebrate the oJtlri mportanc:e o! 
~ alongside ti1eatrlj, IV. books, 
<n:l dHna The EIGF aims 10 ceIebra:e tl)Q 

CtOOtMly emt:ited by the medu1l, as 'NfJI. 

as oIIfri'g a platform for ~ ard 

Pl.i:JIiShlts 10 shin! dI:Ias ard roW( iICm8 

of these to the p..tJIoc. 

The nau;;p.r.f on&-day oYeIlI will kid< 
at on the IIYBI'W'IQ 01 August 17 for VlPs 
<rod gwst speaker$. with the oon/arer(;e 

propw t<Nlg place the ~ day k 

wllocus on th8 POtent'" tmS!JCMlr 

~~ardOlhermDa. 

sud'I as Iim. telEMsr:n ard ~. as v.eI 

as tI"e sooaI ard edJ::atJonaI....-.oe 01 
Q(Wl'WlQ soI'IwiW. AtItYJu;tI the W8I"IIuIlI 

~ 01 keynoIe speeches ard S8SSIOI15 

has yet to be ocnfm1ed. 8 ~ grtJI.4) 

has been se! up wtth 5I.«lOIt from 
Scorosh Ernerp-ise. B..SPA end Tga. 

Tom Slone, wo:rt.iIw:ie rTIiI1<IQ'OQ dr9cIc.­
oILEGO J1teractM:I hI:Is been elected as 
ItS trst chair. 

T_ 

Skies 01 AIeodo ~ 

~~OO&NfIw 

Cotrtnn1 " Cc<lQuv GowInII 
KU>{/ FIJ Ctw<.oI 
Tom ~ Ranbow StIr. ,.,.., SIwId 
r-fMlyOy2 ........ ,--
T....::hu; \w.d> 01,...,.., 

~-
(..n."1t11lleA~ -

Edge wI be ~ the ~ by 

prCMding the sIlortJsI 01 ronnoos for \t'EI 
ol!\Qaj 1estrval1IWiWd. Tre 25 ~ed 
ganas wfI be InlOI..O::ed .. E3 ;nj on 
Edge s Websrte. with the I.MRuaI ~ to 

be ...-o.n:::ed (i.n1g the festNaI belt, 11 a 
SPIIOIIIIIWa"d ~, wtich will take 

place 00 MondiIv. August 18. wrth.." after­

!i'oN ~ to /oIow. 

r-.Iorr'rlatnl abo!A the evoot ...... be 

av.JIabIe stlortIy Cf1 the lestr.rals 
websote at WWN,tlIgf.CO.lJ< 
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a llu\ctl dIIe dZOOt, ~. '*"1"110 
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pno .......... on.C>" __ ... be 

p.tlWIng .... !CIa. "A MQUII OI~IO 
SbYCWRlo»''*btIIn~tI)t 

-.ous~.w.Ihe_ tlUIIl 
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Beyond pushing polygons 
The new generation of game engines focus less on fillrate and more on lateral 
issues such as art tools, in-game editors and online distribution models 

Doirlg filing. dilfe,enlPy i. 
Ga,ageGames ..... hoM Torque ""IIi"" i. 
d esigned and ~ 10 allow 
independent de~pers to create 
slmplfl, &pISQdic • • ty\<I gamu wMeh can 
lM distributed Ilia Ih. lntemet 

The bonus peck lot UT2003 10<>1<. 
great butt""!'. because rt was 
originally ,"signed 10< Ep;c'. """ 
game . n • .- Un",.1 eng l"" ,,,,,hoology 
mean. that rt', been released 00'0,'" 

the company can l <>euo on realty 

pYlhi"ll t hfl bour>daries 

'" 

T me...as I'>ilen a game frgi1e. 

o:n:::ap!LOIy alloos!, was a t\IIatrJe/y 

strai(11t1owird pace ct tedr<:*Jgf _ rrq,t 

have cxnsisloo d l00,OCOlresac<Xle 
tu a1 _ 'MlI~ n co:. side <rd a 

m::>.o'IlQ 30 world 'J,ffi o.Aj).Ated to setne 

sett 01 dsj:Dj at !he 000-, ., tm cunlft 

n~ wor1d ct nter;Tated a1 PP*'6S 
<rd orht tis\rtl..(oo dgIaI c:orllflt, 

ttn.gl, msoo b-gBr.....,.q" TlToo 

~w sto.vat!heGYne ~ 

C<:x'1Ioon:::e doo1costraI:e how ths 

rowsng ~/paysW 
!'pc G;rros' lXmti <lrl7"'I 0'; !ha most 

ttM::us ~ ct how tte oId-sI<I:d 

~has~_A"tff"~ .. !he 

most Ioo.J9ocj <n:I cap<tjo ~ 

FCgeme~~b"~t>t 

~, 6'J6'1 ~ access COOlS a Sloop 

S5OO,OXl \019,o:::Q 

1hs \'H, its '''''~, O'~_~ba d'ti::;a, 

IeYaI ~ AIIvI WIIatd a.rp"6ad 

an"""""'" to !:pes ..-.g rnrnl will 

sorroettTo;j ~ fM!fl by its tq1 

sIa""dards_ Usng a tedY"q..oe kn:>Ml as 
~ HMrolc: M'qlrg,...nct.fr'st 

c:am& to po OM oeo ao 11 a 09:\l90Yd1 ~ at 

S03FW'H 2f:/J2, the 00"f1BlI' IS in the 

~ r:J reIIx:wrg I;S loctYd:gf <mal 
!rem p.S.-.g oroe ~ <rd I<Mm:Js 

generatng m:no reeIstK: ~ rmcIfjs "'" 

I;S a-t <;tOOtoon t<;d,;. 

Fht derra'lstraIed as a demo fa" 

nVda at the Corde>< show. Epcs \ocJ\age 

sI"<;lws a I"it:#t <leIaied I..krl;I8/ dullcIer 

rr<:>,;rg VIoiItWl a sIa"Wy It flrMQTOol(1[, The 

nb is tilll the d1era::::t9' rro:1eI CCflS>SlS 01 

<:#/3,1XX) pct,gJls - 000.0\ the &nOe as 
the ct....a:\,.-,; n Epcs UT"2OO3 gwne­

>MW! the erMra"lneot IS a 01"0fl'e 2,500, 

The Ird<. ~ tOWbd.1S 10 

aoota t'M> mxIeIs fa" fM1(y t:JQect; ana at 

WT'I hg'1 ~ <rdana!(Mo~ 

rro:1eI i'1 the n\l\da demo, Ihe hg'1. 

IIlSdJ!lm d-aracter rrcdEI was t 5m 

~,fa"~, "'O-'no.,oo hIMl 

bc:Ch modtis, JUO IN rrap the !(Mo. 

II'I5dJtn1 ana <rd tlUll\l1 ~ !tro.J'jl a 

pocessir)g led. v.tid1 spts W a ~ 
~ rmp ,' Whd explafls. fus IS 

tlUl mawa:! crtD the !(Mo.pdy rrcdEI, 

9'KI9 the i1credtI9 d!Kai asscoated -M!tl 

the ~ rrcdEIl!Ne reQ.JRIQ a 
rn.ct1 srraIo" ~ ~ 

The <:#/ poOOool fa" rumnt ~ 

IS tt1aT usong this T~ ...... req.we 

!tun to ~ 1tH a-t assets. Wr1t1 this 11 

0T't"d. Epc has ~ !he daasooo to !J"'" 

<mal so:na cI....rut "...:;Ud hIMl boon ots 

I.hfJ8i Werfa'e gane 11 a Iroo txn.IS P"CI< 
fa" UT"2OO3 <rd <Xr0301trnte 0'1 b.tilg 

OON CCOlerol fa" !ha Uuo. 

Reattime editing 
A ~ -M!tl a sn-U tedTdo;Jy. t 

~ pc6e. IS Gool'm oo....:!Iq:Jer Cr,tek. 

At GIX, ~ was derr'<:n;lrating the 

~ pad<age 11 co-;.n:fu1-M!tl ~s 

0"y&'Qir00l. Ttl:s :B:l ~ detailed 

textu"e5 gene<a:oo t<;rn a ~ 
m:rleI. to a !(Mo~ ana. Men 

~ I'oc>.YfMlr was the re3Ime ociIng 

~ 0I1he Q)fi"I;jne. 

~ showed alel.'el edta­

~ !he IJ"fT""' wi1m !he WYStWYG 

edta-, 0yEdt, Pf'.JSlOQ Ihe gwne to m:p 11 

,q.cts <rd «<JTles, v.rie ~ <rd 

retaxtll'r(j tile tardoc:ape <rd Itoeo1 

~ oOO.fflng 10 the 1J"fT""'. 

~~~at!heshow 

was~, Lh CryEdt. its TOOV' 

~ ~ re3Ime edtf"Q cl IEM!Is tu: 
lfIQ"e~the~hasa 

a:xrPe!E/y cJI'fmn b.Jsrnss rro:1eI tmh;l 

~ ~s I~. Based ~Cf11he 

Triles 2 "'VI" -~ ansists r:J 

peo;::pe v.OO v.OOold at TrbBs ~ 

D,<'mt>;, a 'hM'd-{)lM)OC! &\.do sW: 

do:;/M1 in 2C02 - 1<:f'Q..-'" is de5ig1ed <rd 

p"cedto......tE~~lo 

'M:.I< 0'1 iT"o:M'ltMl ;nj srroaI · S>:::aie (J'I'IlOS, 

Fo-~, _=<:#/$100(£64) 

PI"" ,",'Va 0 I 0 .. to Iceroe TOOV'. <rd 

http://lnOO.epicgamBs_COOl 

WYNI ayta<.com 
WWW,gafagegtYll8S.COOl 

G.rman ~ Crytel<·. CryErogiM 
oomn """'plelA with . nnl ... Hi .... 
Ie_el ed~Of. while its ~mp an t"'" 
a OOow$ a n ial$ to ere.alA detailed """"'la 
uslrog only • _all numbe<' of POlyOO'" 

~ there ae SEMlIllIIu"od'OO ~ 

n ~ LS>;J Ihe sysI6"ll. 

~to~~Jay 

Moore . "We 0CM0..0sty da11 e,,;pect all 

Itose iJlITlBS to 00 a:xrPe!ed tu: ".,., 
t'll<!JOC'l !t'0111 tine there ...... (N9( 100 

T~ 9<'"'l6S avaIabIe," he 

f1""Ckts. ~. Ihe a::rrpary we>1<s 
~ -M!tl its b!nsees, ;nj e><lerds its 

reo"Oe!}dl SIalLlS t7y Sl!r::hJ"I ~ the 

~ o::tl"'ff'U"IIy, usng sW1 

ooIMmln~<rd~ 

Ln.o< ~ IMhl T<:f'Q..-"'aswel as 
Wn:l<1M; <rd Ma; oparntrg sysI<mS 

~footueol~' 

rrOOeIlS that (ctIffi.; ~ the 

~ 10 rOOlse games WI the WOO 

IoJosI games usng TOOV' v.iI be mooe 
<MliktlI9 as snUi cbM"m:Is. <ilt'n.gl 

to..'o:;re says tt"6I n 1n'e bo"8d <e\aiI 

titles v.iI ;Iso 00 1<Lrdro, 



The 64bit question 
Forget higher cloekspeeds, AMO reckons the next big thing 
to push PC performance will be its 64bit architecture 

O ..,-II'I!I Jl6SI cxq:Ae oI)'OIn 

~ _the CQI'Tl:le!JIMl orlJe 
"f W'ich Ite CRJ ITII'k(lI was ,l.d;/ed. tu 
IS f"OIt ~ Irt7n a case 01 ~ 

............ ~ p..n-p 10 a Goga/-tIrtI:: ~ 

4 WIIIIIlKCIIIlI. tu ~lhe~ 
bEnIerS ci 20Hz an:! 30Hz ra-.l-, 
I"'I!lQI'ed !ha PllBSS8S 10 yav,n, ~ acne 
~ttwd9!i<1~ 

AMD~) 
L Opteron" 

~ 10 the .. ..n.dII r:J !he oots n 

t:;U. MI)'s CPU ~ I'es tllIOOr'rrog 

~dwrgErt.~,. ,." 

d'MIn Ihe~ ciachpaas 

lWeeGI.«y, let ere 1trIg. dEw"*"O 
~ 8,,0 D1gef a goo:xI~ 
r:J CPU perI()rmn:;a hsI8s:I. CS nurcanEd 

tie A..IIm at ~ hi CIOCI<$peIId 

P8'b". Le pandgn hrb 10. W'I'W'9 
I:nr'dv rID! • labels chpa ~ a J'U'1'W • 

SIJY5 derrcr"Istrll1as ~bl ..... NIilIMI to 

lheeQ.l.alr:w'f ntol~, ltusAMO's 

AIt1cf1 >P xo:>.-. ....nIa orfy .",..,..-,g 81 

2, lGHz. .~as~lOhPe--..n 
4 :laIGHz c:hp. 

Thilllnl """'" 10 wppon " MD', 6<lbilllPPf'*:h on ttle _ oIcIe 1«1 va/w'. Countw-Srrlll. 
aI'Id Ep;c .. ur.>oo3. EIloIc 118110 .... Il$lno. ~ • .,sion ... "", tile Atl'llo<l &4 11 ",,"Md 

Aocx:rtrg to se-cr b'lrd ........ 

.lQhner.nk. lhs ~ .... be~by 

AMO'sr'l1ffl64bitG'U$. "nrl'8"'1_ 
~ .. IU'rW19 LP agan;t IhII mu 01 

32b1IedY"dogf,' Cr<ri< e>qJIare ..... 

-.dlasll18 8mOU"I 01 idjnaMILlt rnerTUY 

!rid o.:rrpa tmDs rmke a l'YOle 10 64tJt 

~~-. 

8..C ~'s not 64ti! tectn::iogv QeII' 

....ncn is the key 1iIdtt. l"Ca ~ I'm lIS 
iIa"u1I64tJt I!iOltIon t;r lte _ rnerI<a 

b~, a-. 01 h..-,g p(OSoI 

AMO's ~WiII beol!l tlado.uds 

~ """ Ite exrstng 32bI: )<ffi 

II'chlla::ue • ....rcn IS IhIIIlI!iI5 b the 

~oI~~ 

Flexible friend 
"Ole ktlV IDrlnag& 01 01.1" ~ is 

.-s aro ITI:< It\8I' appIcaDon bot :\lZe, . 

Owi< fI8'IS- "Fo" ~ Jl \ha rn:;Me 

1"O.ISIi'y. b~, 1hs.,.....,1tIE!ycan 

"' ....... m. l tou>dard PC ..eNt.., ..... , tI>II Alhlotl i!<I _ MID" hIgh-~. poinHo-PQinI 
link tfyl*'f,anopor\ ' IOChnoio9YlO eO<lMCling Inltog •• ll1<1 circuits on U .. mo._ 

IUl "-~ po!Id<agos .. 64bII 
peasial, I'KIIe ~ Ihe S3'l1II32tloI 
f\'I::n8"(j. ~'s a "IfIty tIPtia lIQYOIId'>.' 

M'05 h 64bI prW..O, IQ b9 
I!Ilrdlod on Aort 22. 'NI be Ihe ~ 

~ v.t.:;n III"gets Ihe_.-.;I 

~ rra'kas. 0I.0I!ti. AtvC 'NI aao 
be rIlIoosr'Q ~ ~ on!he".,-r'l& 

64I:ot at:htec:tlle no Ihe CO'lIUT'8' da6Ia~ 

m<r\<eI: Its ~ 64 'B'>ge 6 eq:.acted to b9 
___ 

"There lI'8 two rtal_1I1lI ~ 
rllEII'lSt"eIIm~,'Qai<.~ "\tu 

noo:j IQ te.'8 peob" ...... III a ~ 
~. 0C0"6UT'8'$ .....,1 gr(j 10 IlIOOePI 
11 $;l,CO) (£1,275/ CAJ. !IO 'Ml 'NI be ft!trog 

rto 1he....astr'O P'Qlg 1T'<ldeI. AI!IO tt.t 
wart Klsee 1I'e peob,.a iCe bolneIts rei 
_ are wo:rkniJ ..... iICfT'e ~ 

~ IOd8rrcInstrate t'3-' 

n.e.. ... lwo ~ey "",101"",.",., !'''U'H of AMO .. 15oI~1 

procelllOrS - bolh lilt HN ... vataIon , Optaron , .nd lilt 
"""-lOP Ittl$ion, "1Non &4, ... butd on !he sa .... ~ON and 
... bKkwMla cotI1JIMitM wlltl .mting.l2bit xll6 ooftw ... 

<015 > 
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c"- Tha1ks 1or1he marrmaries 

us: ' ..us! \...nat I eJr+,>eCted,' says a tqJiess Usa In the IlC!9EIfl3h:lI 
~. trIB ....ads b<my ~ re. rT'OdesIy • • ,).,.ost..mm 

Edge expected too, ' agoos Edge, ~ row Tecrno IS 

gong to reao::t 10 a ILda pa!dl that's f<r. t;w fI'O'8 ~ thiI1 
Ite ~ cnalhat SErt ItS ~ ~ apopIeMy alltoge y8iYS 

ego. Qested CO'TTTUlatf (a-d ~ ut a ~ et Iesh­
tuvY XIxDt /"ecI<a'S, ~ cna et !he pat(tl98tS !he swi'nsuts 

to ~ phase 2 '11eCtS' reN dl;:racter tex\I.I9S. ~ 
players 'MItI a1 opp:rt.ntv 10 SOO • Kasu'ri ~ is a natllill 

~. ~'s a sma118dncal~, W a PfflItY 1iIIflltY, 
pathetic e.>:peOanoa - tha>e v.11o'W! ~ the geme "" 
know the ctwacttl"S bse !her attractivenesS 11 prq::01lon 10 ther 
dottY'g. &.11 d::ln 't PlY the poor toons get'tIlg 011 ()'11hs: PlY poor 
Ac;dam, v.toge ~A. 'JC« BMX g;J:llQ t'es,...,sllost its en, 
~to~. 

C3I We're JaMID, JaMID, JaMID, JaMI[ 

us: So 5a'1Q Bob t.\Ytev. pclSSIttf, and Edge h:JP9S ~ Ike 
JaMlD 100. You proOObIy .... : ~'saG8A cat deYeI::lped by ~ 
Systems I'K'ictlllllorNs yoo to nJ'1 Jaya-ba9Qd games O"l ycu 
han:tlIIid rnac:lTle . The (31 also o::mes with a biI·i'l MP3 
~, as \WII as a"l 8N'b MMC cad to store the /reew£WtI Java 
ga'T1EIS Slr9'M1 ocross the 1nli'm!!!. Edge ....orders ~ Java·based 
!t1ooIe- Noiz2 (see Et 22 WebsIIaoflhe M:rth) is COI'Il)QtbIe? ~1 
be a ff:rN months before. C!I1In:1 CIA, beca.I!IEIlhe ~'s 
~ crit a...aiIabIe to dEMlIopn - and Edge ca"l1 aIIord the 
$199 (£1261 b"!h9 deY killh<ri$ to., \.Il'IMge ~ en a I'l::t5e 

C8Ied GI'r.:fs Gi!IBoo. A cxnstmer '>'EIISItI'l1S expected soon. 
(J'()8 ~ deYeIq:lers _ v.oq O'l JaMlD-sp&ClIc Java 

tIIIes. ...... 'M'm.j<!md.am fer m:nI .Ib., i8bCJ .. 

not 

"They don't really look like women 
they actually look more like aliens, 

but stiU hot aliens." 
"..-o:n...,)b]o~jl~d'-lOlr1i1 

~clD:>"XWIh"""'~1I!lIlIId 

''We're pleased to be working with Nin}a 
Tune on this very exciting protect. 

Hexstatic's Muristic·meets· retro ethos 
fits perlectly with Shinobl' s combination 

of classic gameplay, contemporary 
styte and target mari<et " 

s::En>Q~oI~~PIn:ln._vbt'" 
~(f1CJ!I8lOax:t'ID'~"~1:ltI 



Austria: Now, _ sn::EI • was a ~ tJ::IV. Edge played Iha 

~ ball. From Scro doM'I to EIr'Iltto"I. • IT'IJ6f '-1*'J'9d It&n 

al BlA • hasnl S9Wl ~ a.:e 1hs n tni ~ t"eI. 
Thal"s ~ beI:::aI.lse rh$ .... , a ropy c*I ,,000000a table, bIA 
a stTt1 42-h::h ~ SCt8IIfl anac:had to" c:o..Pt 01 .ae IIipper 
sYo"IIr:hIs am a PC capitlIB 0I1U'"fW""g Iha ~ prb8I 

snUa!()", \.-fs(.a' PrbaI. ANj Ihat., v.tl9re II"IS systEm's appeaj 

tOOtt kIs, because fc:JIc:Me's 0I1ha 9Oftw8re ..... kr"(lW rt's IhII 

MAME 01 the!liMIt~. capeblaol~~ 8IxU f1'If1fY 
pirballat*t wcrth \it..-g. &re. yrullo88l'l"l.dl 01 the tac:fje 

awooi d pri:IaI. I'Io1""id1 !ICfTle WOI.icI stIf lib g;J'T"I!I"s f68I 
SfrB1gIh - but ~ that's a smeI pnoe 10 pay la' fM!!ty 

rra::tWl9 fNeI. Besides. lh91ack d ~ feect:ecI< mo;tlt ftnaIy 
tjoI€ Edge the edge ~ IhBI dIITnId deeI ruro and bh:Il<X.1. 
t.be rtcm-.atb1 m:mwww.tab~.htnl 

Italy: Edge rec:EIMM scme odd ~ n Iha poaI, bIA 
.Spoctn.m 09n:n:!' rarks as o-e 0I1ha IT"O()r9 o:ri:u"drQ. 
PLC siTVI. ~'s a h !tilt 8lq)Io:es !ha m,1h 01 Matthew Smth 
by jI.Dttaposng rur..ews feaII..rt\l hi! <AA 1Iti, !pOIa.. am 
cIEM::Itoos wth dps km t"IS ~ RIiJiI!II"l.W"I! 'D fooIage 
01 t1s ~ hc:meIIrd. n. 1$ WMI a bm 01 c:d'881C8by 

IhII sureaI usa 01 ab6tract ~ ch.ric3 08IWnId by .. -,.....,-
h pcrtayS Martt.w Smlh • the S;d BerrtIn oIlhe axi"l;I 

wortd. There IS no ~ !ha h ha ~ _, tied WIIt1 

~ /lair and has a r"iWlllf"IEII\1t' Cri! a ciaI 01 pasta ooo.Ad l.eI. 
ft ~ nstIs no 9T8I_ 01 'IoO"lder, an::! as !IUd'i 
~ ~ -..ng b' 1Ir"tp"e....tlo _ da!t1ed 

- -... 

,...,.."'~.....". ftlCUlQaJI .... tsS3" iIO 

,...,.. '" CUI QaJI" Er\"jJInd'" t2 
hIIII ..... dele b ""'- MIlI/Slq)(""'1,.I(,; Ap1Iam 
ua,r ......... b FW.MIlII Slogx .... h I..K Ap1I2Im 

/<Urt>Ir"' ....... "'_Q.l·.,...."h~ ..-.en 01 
SpInIiIr COlI: 30 

.......... o:or6Tn!Id us iIl.n:II_ '" HIt> 2' 01 200t 
m-nG8A~ ......... l.Kh __ ... iIl.n:II'" 
... G8A SF>: 183 1* cent 
......"... '" rn:nII'I...:! b Cr::nw; FW' i7t Klf.l Eo ..... 'ten 
pc.prtO.da. -.. en ~ tu;;, .... C758 
~dbugltbedCl.l"l1;l~tl.!jIb: '71 
lA< I"flIaI SaI8s d aet ....... ",,,,, ~ .. ci.rt1g .. hi _ 
cn_ 12<1.627 
~ d gtimlllllIW !"owe I(tj IIsIer !!Wl 0.' ....... ....., ....... ', 
JUtt>er '" U"i!s IIOkI ~ CI4I"'" o::u\Ot d lilt a.,~)Sflj) 
Mareger sefes: 3m 

Tab also mak .. pub quiz ~ not dissimilar 
to Erofic PI'Ioro 1-Ul1. Edge" lavouriIe bar machine 



... 

.~.;- 'z -';;' -
stun COIIIIIUIkIco wII ~ be _ parents 
\IW1klng thuI they'llI getting hold (1/ lllwgao\'llWll' 

But senoosty folks, take Edge's wife, No, serious/); 
take 00., You've been a wonderful a~, g'nigtlt 

",. Cover version 

SIovenia: People often ask Edge, "Heo,I Edge, W jOJ were a 

popo.O vdeog<me,....rut g;noe 'M)O.*j jOJ be?" WeI , Edge 

isn't sue - perhaps Mizu;p:::h'S¥l's ~ R&, sI"«!, hEty,:.oo 

either K:Ml ~ 01 hate rt, an:!, hey, ~jOJ hate ~ \'OU'm ~ 
.......:w-g. 6..rt Edge tal answa: a sirToO"QJI9Sbon - "!flheCCNfj(cJ 
Retro _, was a poptjar v!daogafne, what game w:.xJd ~ be?'­

th!ri<s to Tcmaz Koc,""OO's f1I6PIlJIed Gary l.Ld<ao's ~ 

p.xeI <Yt l.tSrg I'"ls Head aver Heels oo;pl. Tte g<rne ~ a siTlJIe 
collect 'em \.p ~ Pace aver a M"dfU 01 flt9l1inked rooms, 

but ~'s free 10 doM'b3d an:! a pIeasue 10 play. Grab ~ at 

l.Ld<ao's\P'9l"!OOS fvmy 01 Tds Webslte ,loc.ated al 
WNW,~_CO_o.i< 

~ ''The fuIue of g<ming has aTived" 

UK: <X so the p-ess release ctams, ~. Ideal ();! There 
slones atQ')~1JSI ccostnJc1ed fn:m ~ I.natI::s n Japan 

(see E l22). No, I!"o€.-e'salsolhe l.LdouJs~gs'Yll, a 

/<M:ulte at ttis SOCOCn sh;e its irolptIoo - so rru:h so that 

I!"o€.-e's octuaIy a stbgBrTe 'Mttif1 that, lhe l.LdouJs I'llegaled 

~ ~ gerYIl . Aro:j that's p-aoseff where fa'latedl's 

G<wroat:IOEI'd Controb beIorgs, its dJaI-system aJ!TlXltHty 
~ AayStatX;n2 g<mers a dl.n::e 10 "«Pi !he SOOl!l degae 
cJ anrd as PC ga'T)'YS, • .:rod PC ~ ..., opport1..rWty 10 

S(VTl)Ie "the- S(VTlE! o::.mIc:«.:rod ~ [SK:] ca~ 01 

ganes" as thar"a:nsdeCOJ1Ierpa1S. Na.Y, Edge doesn~ 

o;pte ~I.:rod haw the d!Mce tal in'pact ~!he PCS 

(anmy a'flJIe) bad( catalogue, but sll,!he...n-g.Jxad 

aesthetics are ~ 10 go..Q"altee the h<vdwam ~s CC>Jeled 

spot n!he rnagame. Tte Fanatedl Ga-net::oaU ~ out new. 
Na.Y, ....rut a:nvergent <iei;tlts cal we expect next rmoth? 

~ on a IX>Slcard. 

C7 Grate expecIaIions 

UK: "'M1en JOJ 'm no! Payirg on 'IQlX AayS\allon, what 00 \'OU 
oo?" begOs BIare's p:ass release. H JO..I rrust KI"law, we'm LJSUatf 
out iTpressng Baths Iar:ies wittl o.s eye-hi"n:! co:.:«kIation. 

Blare has a benBl" idea: saeens<MlI"S . Them are ttree 10 collect: 

Vrtual ~; Feecrg f~ (staks, eao;;es, prailas): afd 
Edge's fa-o..me, Vrtual FrepIoc:e. To ycu, £5. Eact!. 

ij Continue :j 
Celebrity gamw,g endorsements 
Fnt -l.I<M rrrb!riake, ~ rm from 'The 0I!Ice' 
n... XboK lJndef"ground 
Horr-.v appIcaticm """"""'" 10 maze 

' .... -lefs do. ~ a month! I1.m!t>! 

Quit ;1 
BBC News Online 

U<e 'Tho DIIty Mai', t:o! wi!hCMJt the _ CO!!agI'!:!. 

n. Xbox Underground 
AllhaI effort for 500le pIasUc boobs 

Edge's Art Editor 
Bvt the smell $lil1i"Iger$ 
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CUT Tl-4l!!lIIIa 
L MEDIA 

Oespte his so::x:ess. ij's far 10 say IhaJ: ~ Gbaon OOesn'! 

cone across as a I'la!lQI 'Miter. His prose IS 100 eIPPad, oo,ea. 
cr8lI8d, IIY!in verttcallO COI'M3y ~ ~ !I _. t.'s U:ky 

10 haYe chosen tec:tn.:llcl\W as hs ~ SI..Qect fl'9ttEr"_ 

ft COI'l'llIOIety sUts ti:s Iacl<. ~ dr'lmatK; !8rlSIOO • ....nctI makes ~ 
I5I.IP'I!IOd that 'Pattern Aeo::IgltIOl1 ' ~11.1'eS the ~ 
leIIgeIsI i<.e feN Q\t'q txld<s hIMI (J.q tte past 00l.P! d ~ 

nstead of the J<dwd-h C)tlIlr.1I..tln! seltr1I cA roost of his YoUk. 
GtIac:rl r.as rwert8d 10 me ~ 'rob logo', Qtl'. ~ 
~, Iha ElI'"OS01 d !he poNer rJ the stale _ all ~ 

i1Io 11 coI'leffln! ...t'de. 
Ca;Qa Pobd, cIao.q1Ie- of (W1 ~ US ~ 

sp'Xlk. IS allergic to klgos. SI1e cuts !tHn 011 her c:t:l(trg <n:l 
ca'lllraWl 00 Vrgin AlI.:nlc, b..Ilhs makes her IWlII)eIiII 

rTl!Wi<ang oorlSI.AIa't. ~ lIv t'e' aro..rd h.......:ll'k:110 
take o--.lcdI ill !her 00rdr9. stili g.oes.., mrnacJIiII8 yes cr 

r(I <n:I is en hEr WifoJ. ~ as stJ ITeges t'crn ~ wiBo 

footage Slll't to dc:trlf"Iata tne bar'Ir:tMdtt1 at western ClOI"l5l.Ill8I". 

she Is SI.Jd<a:IIlIO a SIOO"d1 frc:m ~ l.odI to 8 ~ 

fl Moscow, \Iii:I Stqj<u, 'fok)o!or its rTl!!iP'Q Vat b si the 
..,.... traYeIad, 'Pattem Recogi 1ItJOI,'. as ItS 1lIle1l.lggEllSlS. IS less 

atxu the 0IlageI0s:s actYlly of Iha ~ rnn atxu 
~ ~ 11 mm:r to It'& IM1f we MI. l.JIe hs hn:l [)::ugIas 
~ . ....00 IS Ihiri<sd fllhe ~ Gbaon IS br'o;jirg !he 
postmOCIem if(l no ~ Ioo..IS 

c. A Computer~ LEO 

Q.oer the y$<I'S ~ 's f.YO'>«I easy 10 portray !he lJ( as 11 pIaoo ItA 
of madcao ~(;tS. wt-o Utmaiaty fail to gan the ....a1ctwide 
acdar'n an::! U> I. i en::iaI cbi. 61C81t1er ideas ment. as ~ 
QIlf'U an::I SI.a:cess ¥0911 sornIItoN ~~. The brth 
01 CO'T'Pb1Q is <:n! St.d'l ~ path. &art:ng will the 
~ cogs QI BabtiagII's ClitIara"1oI!I Engne II'roLrj1 
Tl.ITIQ's ilbEi:trid Tt.mg t.1acI'w'-. to h !IIICfflt CQCI&-tniIEII<rg 
Cd:ls9...ts , !he fOIe of gEn..IS has ~ been n Q,I8SbI;r1. Bu !he 

role of J L\<lOS & Co (best kroM\ !or lIS gEJ'II8Ei L'PIS teashopsj. 

is cne 01 v.tidllew people aMlde the fa'9fied cA'l'8S rtIabtad 
by hstorIans of sc:ieI'"QI ..... haYe ~. 

Deeple the Sf!RTWlfIy rTU'dIne natu9 c:J l.p'e' ~ ( 
was one 01 !he beS1~ CQ,ca .... ., lte lA( d..ri1g !he 

19X)s, SUWI\Iing food 10 tu'Icteds cJ caIes on 11 daily basis. Th:s 
I9Q.M9d a Qve ad'TnstJ"atMj stall, ~ IhaJ: I:IecIwne 
~eKpIlIl5lYEI n alab:u-scan::e posI-war 8ntan. As a 

~.lheo:::mp;Y1y~ 1lS0M'l~. CaIed LEO, 

~ Iorl.',tni' Electnn:::OIce,' ...as1h9Y101d's i'st tabe 
UII9d for COI., aaal r.r:her thin deIin:e tasks. Two rrae 
11618cns, 'M1t1 tcta sales rurt:IeI'h;;I ~ 70, YI$'6 PfO(l.ced lI"IIi 

a~-crdsrod~oflhl!UK~er 

rO..osIly saN ...tlat roo beo::me LEO ~ UtI 10$8 its 
idEmty 11'1 oM-. ruN IS a cMsicn of ~ CO'T¥l&"t' f..p... 
~, howEM:r". the last LEO fl3maI1EId 11'1 .....ae.....-.\tl tho 
PQst 0fIIce U"tj 1981. Fasooatng sru'f 

-.... ... 
- . 

J 

'" .... v....";OI1hemor 
You CII"1 teI a :ot rIJO.I. Heo IIIf1gai I 100 from 1ha Ii1Is 
sectocro -l.IernoodI. F'oTp:ro. Oeo:-k, a"id 
ljIBIT18de'Y.neI. It"s a deveIopo"roEn1 sto..do 1M! 
tocu!Iee cYl Cfflatn;J "M tlj:1a11hrgs (0 rJ9f WI\h,' 
.. Id so .... \t'ose ~ hiwe orocloo:Iad &veil Yaroze 
toIIoioo!I VbItr-. Robot R::w1.., PngpinjJ. 016 GE'A 
g!WTl8 ~.IM1dlI9~......te(}O.i 

Itri. ~ 191. In:I me fer" th8 Fe. ~ Mn> Pac. 
trosp,aa tJy a Pto:atq:oped 9C!8en nm 
__ ~-CO.LiI. Sc.PII" MInI Pac: 1S..JeU>Bc 
'M\tl the ~ Marfo WcrtlIA9set. ~ 
pro:jJoe::I8I1O~~, Thin"s 
8'oe1!1 ~SCQ"9~fof tiloge ~ 

proIicie-1IlNf1h tho 2D AJ • .oo. v,;tt!a goak-chc 
L.oa:I Rage T-shrt 00 .. to tho best sq.Jrter. 

..a.p.,: '-MY{t (We hlo:IdI? A Z*Ia (6A.ao.o.IlI'I h 
_ ill9iJt80S h ZBda 00 _ . AnI bel<. r's get 

dWrrWlg IttI8 a.Ae liiI~, 1h!onI is ag:d, 1fta"91 

........ ll:iJC*,· ~ a)11U18 wcoio;,. • our ~ 
~"""II'IIIir~ . a bcUoilr and. .. 

. . • ...:j l~~~" -,-"'WtoIh," 
.,.,.,. ""*' -a --.... d..t!" · A nbJI" on. ~ 

.... nWwoI" .,.,.,.dlmAftWlltw.eA .... ~ 
'w...tI. .""".. a ~ ThIn, "Oh, • ...,.,.. 

"1h/f " miIW" """ begina, 11iI 1$-wOond '"""'101'1 
tIMlg~ bgr.laen ...... ~-. 

n.vu.. Iini-~ornot.~" 
~· ...... lgot il!" ......... U*'. 

n _ ,,1n ... gIma, you _ ? ~"Yoo ..... 

~ • you --.t. A """ ......... 1oI.-11r1g you." 

"'1'hII 1oI not Ill: _ .... In _ *ogIIt carItdgoIiI 

~ 01 bIcI&' A Li'* fID .. "'" & Fot..Ir s:.-dI." 
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C 
CJ'l5::t DesErT Srom2os, I ~ 
~ <1nes n to be beiI:M!d - 'M"ictI 

1hey'1l.I ra, tu: let'! i'l1agine b" <n'I ~ 

nave geCO"d that thJj Ml - cori"lg OI.A on 
~ 3. [)d the real wcr1d !t1p ~ Of' 

~ I-&da-ha ..kIsI tfYnOIlO Igten the 
rrocxI- 1'$ net lie l cal gal at¥ t8k« at the 

rTO'l'I!II"C; • least UlIIIhe c:hokng bIad< dcu:Is 
mr, Ihe b\n"n;j a1I\ekjs t:b::k ou: Ihe so.n 

So, reyt 'M"je we've III gee ~ed 
eIectrIdty to spwa, .... oaoessao 'I CCI1!IlITIEIf 

g()XtS 10 tud'Hie. <n:I ~ krtJs kI 
1Ti!iu9I,1et'S tal<; ato..t YM"'s I8IalKn!hp wIh 

YO!Iog!wII8S. ThlI'T1il1<.ed ~ ~ 
~ Arts' te::b..Is Mea1I 01 Hona 9Et'ies 
;rd Codernasun;' exoeIefj: Q:::eiIlOl FIasIyxint 

IS that the ht po::rtr¥ WfJI a5 8 SpeI::la'g &<n, 

....... Ihe 9IlIXI'"d st-v.w 110 be a Ii'ty. ~ 

~~ If~ Iak lOth:Eekeyto 

the de5ig1 !I"d ~ d the Meda 01 

Homr seies - <n:I Rac£ye t"es. 90 'lW cb"l' 
h;M to - lhIJi wI most II<.ett taI)OO that !Iw 

ctac:isio"1 to cm! bIocd to'n 1t'ei" g!WllEI was rred8 
b!ICa..Ige they cb'll W!H 10 EPO:t.o:iEI ~ fIt:rn 

the ~: !hat that oeos.on t8s beEw1 bcm 

co..c (j 'EiSJXlI ..... y ",..., o.::rtraia' ~ 
AacEye. !he Fnn:i1. lU8 !O ~!he 

~ n. dec&cn ID Ioi!II!III'II ttxxllS erD9tt 
.f8!PO ...... ~ l1'li d*te'l tt'9I d?e LP 

l1'li S8Ie6 'JI.res that)O.l (31 ~ Gerrni:ns 8rd 
!heoII j.IIJI \1) 10 sleep. a"'d lhBy'1 sh:xX )OJ a"'d 

.,wl do l1'li sane. Rr)O.l. TO'l"Ill)'. ze WiS is 

r:Nef. SYoeeI t:hHns. 
M.dl i'OO'II ,eopal!bl is Q::Ierat.nl 
~ . ....n::n 00'0 lSlIaIeS ItEII for EMJY 

aaw:n IglA n l1'li si{tt:s. er'EIT1'I b:n'g l1'li <Xhe" 

w&;. fI'ger en the ~ Ihete is <11 eq..aI a"'d 

CWOSi!e a'd ~ n!p.JsOR reacIXxl (tXo;:i 

en 'JO..' I'a"dsj. No gbs. re dui<s, ;..st 

lTdarSIaIed crtmm. n..... a I1J 1iUihJ. 
~)O.I h. a"'d a spastl (j red en 'JO..' 

~ No gae, no rJcfY, j.IIJI !h!krg h<I1ds 
as )0.1 fI;tI! agains! 'JO..' ~ a sitjl ct nliieI 
as ha ctops, re.9' seeirQ ha ~ .• IS rd the 

per.iest game i1 the v.o1d. tlA ro is ~ the 

g::rieet. J.s: a snpa ctISItI' (j red ~ 8rd 

sideTO ff!Iit!Il!t IOln:1 Tha hi tin! AacEye 

saN~. ha recoied. H is ~ ectx:a!i:lnaI. 

b.A Ickis ca"1' I»f it. Fun,olllll bIocd is 

otIen9M3. II(ijt, bu! the lI'r9S th:II caJSa !he 
bIocdaanl. 

Crazy YOid. G.!rral M:lddrs tatIne was 
VJa"s ~ Been So t.\.dl M..rr ;n;:Il was 
P'8ttY rn.r:tl SJXX (Il. ~N:N8nc& ~, ...t'idI 
taIc8s a !II"\"teI" catOal ~ Ih!! a.tasy 

co I • ,e dti'S ddenge eectI 0Iher to IT'8Iches 

just 10 tesI a.t ttR combat skis. fJ.s Max's IrikS 

roI (1.V" &IT'i's ilI<rtry lJ"its, !hi rTe1 ~ IXP' 
~ I..I'lI:II:I' a"ll61Stoppabla 1h.n:IEr"S1()T1'l cA 
I!fIIery.II1d ~. Al.1he end rJ!he bartIe, th8 

ca , •• Q dats c::t1iII <n:I ~ Mdlxllh M! 10 "" ...,.,8'Ohr day. we cb'll _ feeI_'1lI to,t'o 

WIth peoples' M:ls, <rd thaI'i<UI ~'s 
n!I8wd . GraWt is rd sc:mEIItn;j that bek:ngs i'l 
r-h81do ga'TleS; AI:MInoII 'Na's is too poecicut to 

be trcI.I\tII 00Ml t7t .. wcrk:I ~. 90 lee'! 
I'llaQIfe &m'S IIattened IJOOpS gill back LP. CUt 

IhIII'n9&'.es (ft. a'd t'leOO bad<; 10 11ft ~ 

pe'8'U i1!me b' tea 
There was a lBaar n E::o ,«I_ IIPL(lIEf 

8CCUW1Q EOge of ~ IS fesp:) JSi.tes 10 Its 

~ by f9VI6WO"Ig the critIr'olI O:::w'dtt: 
Deset1 SICmI 'M'ttuA d:9cussing....tether ~'s tJ;;ti! 

~ IWh EA to oeIebrlI:e tre mIeage cA 
tt8" i31est ~. ~ \to..I'1'ItI'at ga.re's 
based on Cl reaisbc ~ oIlhe ~ prn:.jpe: 

I<Mir'g arcther 1"urEIl1:Ien4I. 
~ ~ be ~ to see h:N; they' rea::! to 

Ccr6::t: Das&f Sram 2. aIII'aJ!tI ~ 
!IU!IpIiICtS l ~ deip8"lds on t"ON wellha teal 

war goes b Ihe C£IIlitXln cA \t'e.....-g. tt wI also 

dEIPEn:l on 0Iher d10ices cteveq:.er F'M:;taI 
Il"l!lkes. Fa~. Reo:fye C(Wl't see!hQog 

bei'1g 811 r.Q CiYf1)ilIgl. In Itw! RTS .• '5 prac:ticat)' 

a ~ to gve 'lW 11 chi'n:le to pIav as ttoe 
enErTies. tu a d .~so I ~ tteI gM:!S)OJ 

!ha d'Ian::e to pIav as !he tnem'I- a ver:y real 

eroerT"t)' 811he m::menI - <n:I ~ v.esterrI 

~ n lhe head is heactnI material w.W'la to 

be wri\teo. No maItBr ItlaIIheir bctf.> in! fobI.Ing 

0'dIn !IS rn.r:tl as CUS; ro matter that fM!1Y 
I'Msted bc:xt)' - phJ:1hf - is bI.iII: Wt:m !ha same 

sUI as !toe p9'ro1...m p.Aad !toe ~ en l1'li 

g.J"I ~ hd the tuet ....n::n t<n! Itrt:u;1lI1'11 
bocti rd rv..stad il Tha DIIB9rol is g:JOd rd 
eo.4. ()- III least v.tlaI we p&I'OIII'oe lIS g:JOd en:! eo.4. 

()I, ~ dJesn1 Iq'(jw. Thete's 00 9Id< 
o:n:i..Istn to ttis piece. ):JsI1ke ttIEfe 1Stl1 fl 

"H wiU be interesting to see how the press reacts to Conflict Desert 
Stonn 2, although it might depend on how well the real war goes" 

or rd 10 base a geme en a I'q1t so i'esh i1the 

memcry. Aec£ya G-lllU8...oo" I'gl! here: 
the!e's re Q..IOOtOl !hat Coo1\:t's a YarY g:JOd 

gtrn8. tlA 8Q..I<Ity' FIecEye 1s-l1 artreIy 

comIottabIa'Mlh IS ~ Irdha~ 

1Ills8...m lost b.OO 0I'l!IS fllte QJfWw W()"I1 

ad'MI SO's arttataiong IIPPtp'iatioo , of 11ft 

loss. ReIea:sng a SEQJEII \Ootien the YoO'ld's doi"g 

the some seems ~ i'I5EInsitMI. tu Itien 
agarn. .....t'G"I does' ~ ao::::aptatE 10 

fIlCfI30Ie t1sUn:aI arroocies? 00 deed ~ 1Jn8 
0lJ. S\ar 50~? MedBI d Honor's SpiBbl!giI!I'I 
teCJ'8Ilicn (j W::lf'(! Wall fTIItII be S(ritISed Md 

bEri;;rl, but that dJesnl cI"a"ge !toe tact that 

we're hEM1g U1 w.Itllhe hc:b;:aust An:;! vHe the 

pats (j the ra!ioroaIlRSS fall CM!r ~ fl 

thEW ~ rush ID da'm g£fI"es Iqj 

"KabX:m!: Tha &JCIda Borrber Gama" or 
"E>ttrarne WTC ~ ttv{I t\Il OOtf~ III fl 

IM Be. aJ ttIEfe is so::ma\tY'g mor:aty o.nsettrr'Q 

aI:lout ~ t'istcri::aI nasti'I9SS PJ8ti for 
praSErt-ciEry ttdz- W EA ~ to praSErt ts MedBI 
d Hcn:r series as iI1l1CU::a1icna1 ~ b' 

elite ~ Itien the!e has 10 be h >.S::ooII 

I.I4\hI6S of WiS as v.elas tte HoIywood gIBrno.I', 

bec:ause real ~ tvllrd real ~ (ia, rd 
1'of81lt'ey do ~'s rd Ike gc;:irO 10 sloop. l.o9in;;I 
!he ttxxl for the sake of S81I!isatioI, is ~, 

baca.I$e kds saa wcrse tti'lgs Ih:I1 !haI fl h 
~ -~ AacEyewasf!llj"l. a tiend l1li 
off a wal8rd tm<e I"IS am so bactI the bene 
stu:t\ 'Itwou;t1 tha ski'I, j:J of sph:!n!d v.M&. torn 
PI*. a"'d a pcd of red. There is a d!!enrce 

between gat\.iIo..IS ~ a"'d 1he ru:essBI'Y 

I9iIi9m we naad 10 gQN. 

R«IEy. is • ~ ri:MogIme;:ur.ist. His 

IriIIws do not ~~ wilt! Edge 's 
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W 
e <Ill alg..Wty, ~ ~ troathg 

~' as. ttu...r,jl rt Wffil a 
turogero..s i):.';\M\y. ~ n 

~ terms reg<Ydessct speofK::COlIext . a~ cl 
CCU'lle this is oot reaty true. Vdeogarrirg rTIIDlS 

sare!tTg si;IltJy ciffHBnI ~ 00 ....mttu 
I"JU ore dTg it n a'1 ac:a:Je, a <:hp stw, a 
CjoOO'caIo, at h:me, ex n lhe p<r1<. Pnl t's the Ias! 

possbIrty that cIIm gets sh:::rt theo'l3ti::;aI SMt Ihe 

rat.m ct ~ girrir'O;l 
&at IMttl the sIea<, sMlr G8A SP - IWt:h, afla: 

ai, is ....tmJ Nrnffrll ~00f sto.tl have st<ned last 

'{f'a. The ~tJy ..wo ~ c.:u;es ct the ~ 

GBA ore IIJ!)IocQ1 t1)' ~ IWt:h reaty td<s 
I<e a desr<tJIe ~ at CCflSUTlEI" eIoctrcrK:s. ~s 
can she! fctm !octet rrov ~ W\<'r.n> 01 the rip­
kl ,jJaH1CTOrn Gane & v.InIches 01 the e.<ny- '005. 

tu! rt ITU3I <6J be tct\oo as a ci<d dlaIoTge to 
S::::o.,..~asil(t)es(l'lf.lolth(W~' 

~ 00statle ae p<tnt:<v> To lIIp cpm a 

spar\<ty new G8A SF' m the train is no ~ to 
rlli1<e a tdJ statenm oo'g !he ras d, "I'm g::.:.Og 
to play with a tOj ri:;1lt ['ON .• Fa aI the ~ rc:o­
fj(YITg <X.nTTUtEl'" suspects. j(.>J rrqrt be ~ 

sales ~ wrth a ~ spoo::ist'OOI P'09'1m 

[That IS, a<; kng as j(.>J h<Mllaked 0Jt Ja- the 

~ ~e ~acli:(Jta".)0le co..Id 

<Yg..El that we I'h:.U:.:hl neEd to be &Tt:tarassed t1i 
fj(YITg, that su::h cosrT1fh:: siJter1!.ge c:u;trt !lJI 10 

be ~, W tti; sea-dBlge n h:JrOwae st)Wlg 

is rrr:ffl n ttl€ ~ct a t:>:t:ded ~ that 
g<oTIlS h<Ml bocane a1 ~ rnassma'koI 

<XIlSI.JTI(J" Jrt.osIry, <n:j rd J,..JSt in c:bses.sollcr 

SllJ'ted ai::lesc:eots. 

That the G8A rr;m ha<; a I\n:UrraI scrom, 

scmetITg v.tdl r::«io<riy rrqrt be r::atSdmld a 
n ClJ(I ro1lcr a SlXX.::e$SIrj hin:hJJd ccnsoIe, has 

t:ru.g1 me t:>a:i< to the ~q:aate ~ 

ct /Idvrrce \I'if,j's , fill" f<M:uJte g<fffl m inJlamaI 
ct loot \00", <n:j also ~ a t;isslrj i'rm2rsic:n n 
A In< to I1l8 Past, v.tdl ~ ~ a pat ct a1 

00 SNES g<fffl ~ very dose to me khd ct 
hin:hJJd pa1ectI)n. The c:tva:::ta- <rd ~t 

Gesg-l COl"bne ~ ~tbl ~es 

EPG scae wrth d8k:u.ts, KNrg c:taw:rosalul, a'd 

C01Pe>aIY IMth r::Iea1 <rd sJrPe n.s, the iattr'K 

beng espoc:iaty irrpata1I kY cu ~ hMtI1; ~ 

starg at a 28-h:11 cathJde-ray \LtJe Ja- tu..r; is ba::J 

le< the (¥IS, !O;I rTl.d1 rTQ<e so IS peer'n;J at a MQ­

ari-a-hiif·frl1lCO. 

But t seEmS reasc:nI:E to detrr.n:l the! a 

h<ntU::J ga-re. bJve ai, ft rts6f ec9Y <ro.rd the 

ganer's (:IIh(¥- octM!Jes, an:! LttPs loci< at a S<Ml­

~ qJIUl, a'tt'ctql hslcri::aIy true to the 

beat-~ nattredthe series, fats 

!O~ Itis c:tigaI01. K has a SEl€p rro:;Je, 

tu: this is stl battff')l-attTg. ad ospe::dj 00 the 

fl(ffl ~ G8A SP nay oot p-8S6"W yoJ 

<preS!ate b' the kfij cl h\I hatus that may be 

req.Xed t1t ~ Cfliovy rtrergro:::y CO' ~ 

cl ~ ife. 'MUl1"JU sit o:bM1 n frrrt cJ a 
~Yoith rrQ1y~. JUl~ag:ee 

toa a:flra::::t 01 a Jew hcl.s' ~ t.:ut a oo...ce 
that IS desqB;J to be usOO 00 the rTl(Ml (3T'C( 

darT'EInd 9.dl a coo 11 .11\11 El (. 

~,a'das ~ true wittllhe 

G8A SP. hi'n:tUd gomrg has ~ bea-l a krd a 

Steveo Poole 

~,are,ecll:n ctthe~, a ~ 
r=oo::::e m ~ ~ n a fatasy 

erM!:nn!n mgcvdess ot mes P'JjsicaI 

~. 11 that stnSe, ~ IS I<.e maciog a ro:MlI, a 
SOCICfy ~ lam 0/ su::h n~ selfdness, 

<rd ~ ha<; ~ech:n; otdoceM"g 

leoctoErs aI 9::h::d t1i do:rg SCfT'ffllrg ottu !tal 

<rOlXl:itheCCfTlB'. but ~'s ~ ~ that rt 's rd 

«<:ut ~ <*l iJGrll pa1s 00 'lUX Sns..ogI tu 
atx;U: cwm..nty ard rx:rrooctrn. 6'Ml wittl ~ 

t~ - its BotfigltfYS gane. IWt:h is a bit i<e 

paintbaI USOJ S/v\S lIDli"og, recenIIy Ia.octlIld rl 

Russia ard hOO US€fS SffiCTg 3-n SMS messages 

....ttYl Stl< waaks So~, ~ h;ped but 
Il3Yt3r seen n rrtal\" pats cA Ihe ti;JtflI irrtlsll): rrov 
!i'aIy be ~ wittl h<rdlek:l deo.ols, Nci<ia's 
N-G<ql ~ ~ IS a hdeo.lsIy o.qy a'd 
~ Deo'Id. desql, tu! it'sa tsIh;J Sla:ffi18I1I 

cll1I€J1t . H Sorl;eY6'"1<ulches its m..dHt.mo..l8d 

h<rdlek:l,~ .• 1'oU.tJ be ~ tthe 
triI's ~ Wffil oot J1k.nn3d t1y the 

~ D..tsfioos in ha'dlBId carp..Jtors. 
An::! Mioos<.JtI's Po::i<etFC ~ /ctmat , too, 

is IhTrg fa\as IMIh 9:1laI ~ d€MlKlpBrs. 

"llis rrr:nI1 l bco:;tot a Del A.>:m, patty ffi me ct fill" 

~ <n:j ~dX.:med <m€nlJ\S to ~ 

my He fl a rro1l pofes.si:.:naI rraTI€I", tu!. r'iB-; so I 

<U..tJ play ct-ess IMth Ftd<~ ;:nj rTJ..d( 

<t.ut IMth ~ m sott -S')onth ~ Gfiff 
M.Jsx:: SrLdJ. n-m I ~ that JefI Mi1Ier's 

<geless cIasst; ~ IS a.tatIt:Ie m the rratlne la 

a r'r"l€ffl frver; ttmJ IS a Rlm1I'ki:I::ty sicK <rd fLll RTS 

c<4ed Stnitegic As&loA a.tatIt:Ie !rem 

'It's Alive shows that mobile-phone gaming is not about playing old 
~rcade ports on your Samsung, but about communHy and connection" 

P3VO'J at:ff1iJl to the ~. (SneI:idy pia;nJ 

Srn::py Terris CUrg maths classes I'k.en I was Im 

had the sane nsdBrt flll::::ti:::<1as ~ 
Ieafrg tt-roJ;tl the reN '2CO)/IJ)' lfiH my desk) 

Bo.A: r'ffl'K'f~ ng<fTTQ m the IITMl 

seek to cffi1ge Ihs reIatI:nttp wrth the OJtsde 

I'oO"d so that wtual roony tJe::':o'nes a Icm1 0/ 

a.grJft1ted rooity. Ths is a process thaI ~ 

statoo IMth the I'MVlti:;n ct the Scny WaI<rrm: 'lUX 

daiV~ ~ <n:j m:::cntext!B$ed 

ttro.'!tl m..rsi::. i3e9<n ~ ~'s AMI, fcr me 
(\wN.'"~.COOlj, is e>q:l€ri'nart~ wrth g<oTIlS m 
mble ~ 1ha1 Lnl the bcaOC:n-tra:::ki"g <n:j 

~ fln;OCns 0/ r::a.H networI<s 10 pu.'OO a 
kI'd ct mAi--usar dngecIl....rose ffM'aTTUlt is the 

strooIS ot \OJ 0C1ua1 ct:y. 
We htIa" a ~ ct rU;e <I:Jw: the ~ i1 

m::OIe.~ fj(YITg tha11S ~ I<::re.« J,..JSt 

~.can; <n:j other graJe CXJdBstqJs aB 

b..Isy 'M1\I'g ~ fn::m text ~ to C64 

ootialors /or the 5ySI9l1. SorneIhrog Ike!tis doMce 

~ 10 be the ~ lITgs <re gJg: <rd 0/ co.rse 
~ k::d<s €M:f1 rrr:ffl 'ro:::tmaI ' i1 pJ:)k;!tal Nl1IWoCb's 

--" """"'" 
Fa fIl<flI;.e.TS rr::MI, Wirlo:pTing has been 

a r.:.nnal chJice ct M-g-«JCm enlErt<nnft1l: <Od 
tm anergeo:::.e 0/ ~ I\<nct'l(jj dEM:::es 
IMI extend!tis sp.x-<J/-1hEHranert cptlm 10 

pocpIe m the rTO:M:!. The GBA SR i1 tact, may ""'" 
be the lasl dEd:ated, ro1-oetv.<:xked ~ 

~ cal50Ie we straIlM3r 508. tt'sri:a, 
I'kllWoCb, tu ~'s!lJl the 1r.At.m. 

Sreven Poo/e is rhe aurhorof 'Trigger Happy: 

The Itnr Ufe of Videogames' (FoorttJ Est8te). 

Emeil: ste\.9nJ,lOOle@mac.COtn 
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S
O, aro \W I1telect..aly challenged?" 

That was how TaikSpofts Mike 

Oicken opened his questK:nlg to 

Capccm's Ben LeRcuge\eI, IMler1 'Ml went 00 

<or to discuss the release of F/esldant Efl Zero 
Ths was ro::l SUI'p1Se - the !l\IeflIOg before we 

Wffil due to appea', James Whale prorooted 

the show by Stalng that the cmat(Y of the 
most "tlooffic IIideogame fM'X released" woUd 

be i1te<viewed the fOlowrlg day, a ~ more 
SlJtabIe tor a chat with Presto SlI.J(jos' 

1NhacKed! team than a chap representing !he 
&;ay but 001 ClVe.1y-gory Residml Evf Zero. 

Ths knd of attitu::Je is lriQue to gamng. 
Cm you imagine (In tltfWVewer opE'!(W'lg with 

such an . -infoomd <rod aggessMJ line of 

Q.JBSIioriI"'g 10 (flyOO€l representing other 

fcrms of entBl1<1iMlS'l1? Ws \lit\eIy. Oris 

~: "Man, yc:oJ' re CU' Sus.arw"dl 

Constanune: "Nice clothes tal do nothing 

alx:>Jt JUX lace." Cathe!'ne Zeta...kxles: 'Wt?t 
donl you ~I fI..d< ofI?" Despote ~ bei1g 

never more pap.ja, they remafi, in the f1'J8S of 

the mainstre<rn, a~, ~tng 

mediun, IIDch rt is happy to derornce 
despite I'(l!!<nav.irg coe pt abcut tt , 

We 've been hem OOfore, of a::use, Rock 

and roI, video nasties, rap ITO.ISlc St.fflIy the 

okies must be SIM'prised there 's oct~ a 

generatlCfl of tIlir.}wmethings and \.Ilde(, 50 

corMrx:ed were they that _'d CV$S, shoot, 
stab and do sex oo..r.;e,Ves out of e.><ist€OCe, 

$o.ffl, fM!IfY ICffil of ent~ has SI..vived 
Sl.ICh criticism, But I'()I'l8 has sustained rt for as 
Iorg as the IIideog<rnes ndustry, 

EI'ef'I the BBC racent~!;IOI in en the oct, 

"";Ih a coe of rts joumajists endei.rilg himself 

to garners by dairrlrog. "Frani<Jy, most ganers 
II'Iav€ met do not possess a wealth of scoaI 
skills ," This IS m better Ih<w1 OU' TaJ<Spc:rtp::k 

- media ~ designed to entertain rather than 
make a fX.lOlt. as he proved WIth a subsequent 

line, "I cane across two cOine friends 01 mine 

1'803IlI~, ....m live in different cities, chatmg to 
each other r:MJ( Xbox l.Ne while watmr.g 
footbal Cfl television" Frieods with m scoaI 
skills - 001 qJte haw the dctioniwy defnes, 

We 're (In easy target: a sociaIlTlIrKlIity. Yoo 

cad! cra:::;k a joke about SO'\lOCIIlEI'S cdcu, 

origin ex sexual persuasIOn (despjte scme of 

them being very. vwy ftn1y) wittout some 
org,nsatoon takng to the streets. So how 

comes garners get treated WI:fSe tI'Jl gays? 
Of COlXSe, as an nOOstry. we're oIten guilty 

of self-clep<acallOll_ And sometmes cor 
attanpts to get IUnced can specta::::UaIty 
bad<tire. GeeI<s dalging their narms for £50:) 

may make a quri<y news SIOty, but d<:.>es ~ 

realy do an;.1tlng 10 ftxther the pe<CEpt01 of 

the pastrne? 

The rea5Cfl1here IS such cIarnooJ !or 

ptbIiCIty is because ",",,'re often dismissed <rod 
marginaised by the mansl~ rTl8(ja, The 

dedcated o::ums ., !he tabloids and 

broodsheets are 1"\a\lJ'aty most WE'b:lme but 

their cd..fm indles are disproportbnate to the 

o:::rnp.:raIM3 siZe and rEMJr'U'j cA the other 

rrae accepted lams of entertai'Ynenl. And 

while cn:wna and rru:sic all ~ 

pigeonI'1(:*:lc into ~ news and IlMeWS 

COUms, they often b-sak out InIO 'proper' 

But like the invading Vikrlgs, 'Ml wiI 

~ ~ - if root ttrou;t. persuasioo I 

ther1 by sheer t:weding . One day fll\I kids wI 
~ kids - ard It",ry'_ play ~ with 

ttm ~athBr lIDo wiI obvK.lusIy !<id< tnar 
Iy-wh'\e oottoms at whatfM'X game they 

chX>se. Ctvistmas Days wI be spt'flt rot 
passivaty \lSgelatng 1'\ front 01 the box, but 

conpetng as famIies i1 g.:rnes of JX.W ski 
I've wor'Ked in PR tor dose to r"lirla years. 

Before that I was a j(lu:naIist, before that a 
pmter, befCffl that a boy. ~ ttis tme 
1'"", remailed a ke«l g<mes ptayer, m..d'I to 
the ct\a(Tin of my pa-en\s. I was cn:e lcOd try 

a friend's m..m I'd never get a Pb by playing 

computer~: ItlIS from the mouth of a 
wcman whose jot) ~ was to I'Iav€ kids. The 

dffert'flCe is, my 00bby was sitt.Og Cfl my 

arse, I'(l! IyIlg Cfl my bad<, 

But in trutl1, _ 'ra aI in PR to a cartaon 
degee. Ramy do _ present ltTogs as they 

are, in 100 per cant r.nacuteraled, purest 
truth, Brush the Mr: a quick dab of gel. SmM 
clothes for gOOg out, srons and socks for 

"I was once loId by a friend's mum I'd never get a job by playing 
games; this from the mouth of a woman whose job ~ was 10 have kids" 

news, So d FIobtlIe WAam$'!ast record deal 

was apparently of intwest, how comes the 

s~ bfoIhers were rot ~ Ia.ded? 
The flY 'Goole Sla's' prqect -1IDch 1'..., 

been ~ Cfl - IS a quest to find the 

natoon's best ganer, but do you see 

speaJati::ln about the entrants in the la..........,. 
~ COUms? Granada ~ the 
....-..e cA ~ - and tts st.pport has 
been inIIaIuab4e - oot others in the rnecja 

refus€ to tal\e the challenge seOOusIy, seeing it 

sinlJIy as a bo.nch of geeI<s hJddIed (Nflf 

COI'ISCOes. pIa;ing wilt1 digifised grls nslead of 

the real thing . The rea:tiCfl has been 
inte<estng. SeOous.'v, d a rompetition 10 find a 
s-s-s-slunerirg karaoke singer IS c<.:o1SIdemd 

fa"' more important than a geruine cornpet<tion 
of $kiI, then _'w; a Iorg way to go, 

st>bbing toL.O:J the house. It's aI alx:>Jt rnage, 
We'ra all representatives of the IIideog<rnes 

irdJslry rKJ','; ; waIki'lg.llfflatrw--og. talki'lg 

a<:Mx:.ates of OU' ctosefl pastime. We'ra 

responsible Ior lo-ging OU' Jnage - an i'nage 

that Lp [XlII rKJ','; has been st-.d< in the past 
Eme!ge from trose shadows and Illo the 
'igI1t. II we'ra caled geeI<s, then thats what we 

are. Ws f'OItlng to be asha"'ned 01 any rT'Ore. 

There are fTlIIIions of ganers f) the UK. 

BIions \'.QI1d'wide. We shcoJId be dsmissOO 

and def..ned at !her' txri. The BBC shcoJId 

be borTtJarded with ema1!i , PsopIe like Mike 

[)cken shcoJId be ecU:aIOO Of sileoood. tt's 

tme tor the geeks to rl>erit the Earth. 

A monthly cOOrm by the Byronic Man 

CM be found., 'D&roIop' magaU>e 



026 

A
o..J1OUS thng happened tome ~ ....... 
~ tm::u;;;1 Medal cl Hcn:Y Fro1h b" 

n S9CCI"d 1i1"Ie.lw~~a\PXl 

wr.. see. h:I9Id. there was a ti'na n rT'If IiIe IM'ier1l'd 
~ fIid't pcuecI--.e dcrMl the back at paIIOII 

pro!8StQ'S' ooII:ws.l1"IOd<sd Gmrt!im Q:rrm:rI 

Iesbi:ns wIh dWisIW rctlob:: d<n:rIg. crlobbed 

eoos aI passing ~ sOps. 'M1aI \1I'9S 
1hEm Ihl' rirJ'iI to tJy IW"d ~ us, the ic$"ICEI fee 
P€¥I". of a \POd 1V wat1 

I 00011 kTow 'M'IethIlr I was dJe to !he k:O:'rw'Ig 
~ conIIid: nl!aq, a- a St.d,'j(n Ieap.froggJ'g ci 
saoo ad:lI89c9't t'81gcMlr, (:I readng Itlat EA was 
set to capfaIse O'l yet 8I'1ClI:I1a theatre at WfII- h 
~ i1 the PaoIc -0 ls next MediI r:I HcYror 
Q(m9. aJt ...t'etlMlf« was, that 1"MstlIe. 

~ bemer thaI tu> <iml'fS sep;nlted me 
ffcm the reaMbes of c:o:-6:t SI..IddErly !ell ~. ~ was 
~ haItwa'i \t1'ou;fI1he ciTec:fJ:; AIrt1em 

1e\91te! It"ISpooWl:I1ting~. ~ 
Yotlat I'd ~ nlQErded as (HI ot mv fIM::u'UI 

sh:>otln oI1t'e PBSI..-- ceased lObe as lr\ IIJ'd 
iduaIIy SIn..d< me as a ittIa sick m ~, 

Appa-en\Iy. the gtme's ~ \C¥Id IMIt1 
rn.rlng bbod n the game, tu: lilfnatety' nJed 

aganst it. Wtr{l ~, 10 bN!Ir IhI!I age f8b:1g, 

rnaxirisi'"g lXlIertiaI sales. G.m tre IEJ'QIhS EA 
__ to 1"1 odor 10 amte a reaistJc settI"Ig. IW"d 

stress the t'eroISm d 1911i WWI!dciefs, d:sms8i'1g 
m tumrs et 'MIr!l9llr'Olld to me ~ ~ 

magr.. the ~ SO!nIS et 'Sawlg PtMlte 
Rym' had dcne ffflaiv.ith the gm! 10en5U'll Cl 12 

ratn;I, ASIde m:m the fib ccmedv cJ bIocdess Iimb6 

~ ietllW"d 1'Ij1, IW"d the need for t:roed P'<ItfaIs 
to pIay!.4) i"py ~ a:xx>'11pii oa:t I7t I*ri::uI 
sum e/II:IcIs gEW'lI!r8Ie(I bJ Cl 9N<n!e v.t'olSlIe IW"d 
I=00I, thn v.o.Ad ~ been Cl p.bIc ~ The 
rao::icaI ranI-Cl~ ~ been I"a'Tm9II ~ on 
the clclcn cJ SpeI)erg's I'TVISIon. dei I .. "'1,;1 to 
Y<Wi< trot beMj I'Ij1 a! t'is su..pd lace. 

Yet because 'RyM' 'MI5 astalest i'l ~s 
po11ayi!I cJ D-Day as ~ ar::tt.aty 'MI5 ~ refusI"Ig to 

t<:ne dcoMllhI!I s:MQ1ass cJ t:bMHJIJ laces IW"d 1eiY­
n1.Ded YCfTI!Ilg - _ was ~ IB<tk:Ied a 
IIJdStti""""",,. The MecJsI d I-k;ru~ 15 0"18 d 

It"a;e 13'8 OCCIISIonS....tIE!n a game w;::Ud be 

~ cu cJ CUV !I1d respea t r1CJII""rv else. to 
be as tnx.tt!l1d MBisIlC as poosibIe. 

'fflI. the ~ proved EII"OI.Ji11 ci Cl tease !hat ~ 

ciOY9 me to km1 m:;re. In tt.l days toIoY.'n;j r11i 
~~IEn:IiIdl.P~1he 
'Band et BrahEws' CMJ tx::Dc'SEJ(, spert ~ Cl) O'l 

txdcs etoJ: D-DBy, <nl boIhered ~ 
per'I!IICI'6"S 10 reIaIB Itu" aMI tales at ro,y 1toBy 

b8>,'orIeUId ~ teens Ior sp!Irlj Ita Pf"t (ci 

~ My f'IIe!8sI q>9'18d rT'If eyes 10 hltheno 

r..nsuspected levels of h3r0ism, B'ld gob-smac:i<ilg. 
n:tvid..8I tales of a:.M9nItre IW"d bravEry 

8faI.oefy su::h a'i Ihe e:<pbiIs of 5e!geIwlI 

Ha'riIo'l SuTmers. a US~. W'OII 

acfI()'\S nltwJ eertt tn.rs cl Jl.re 6. 194418f1d i<.e a 

deI!Igl cb::unenI b' It'I:I next 5S'*:Iu5 5a'n Q!I'l'EI. 
~ h:m hs hp 115 he 'Mn. s..nn.s ~ 
ha"dBcti stcrmed faorTt'cuse ala' 1Ir'nt'o..Ise. 1*9 
~ of Gerrr9l ~ ~ was !he 9Q1 oIlting 

~ rT'O\11. hl i"I Cl Mocti et /-Icn(y QII'N. rnt-Mth 
ITlO'8 bkJod. AIY:J ~ IlI:BIh pid<~ 

Aa I ClCflIr'UId to ~ tre less I 
~ MedaldHona. kwasv.t"el ~ (bl't 

~, JI'"O'e thar1 v.nat ~ dd. \t8I1uB111d rT¥ Wbsity. 

Too nu:::tl cJ It"a;e g(fll8S is itted frtm '5aYi"Q 

Priv.lte R)m' !I1d - i'l m case of Spewt18&d­

'B.:n::I of Brothers' lhEJy v.oJd ha\.1I benefited 

!I1d ~ AJ - tot haWlg to tacIda a-1 eo.dvrg 

91uatD1 h8ad-oo. in the sa-ne way real sdiers lold 
to bad< i"Il944. magne h c.crl..OO"l ard tat17 rJ 
'JO¥ corrva::Ies <kIppi'lg 3"OU'd yw, \her harl; 

IXlWOil ~ no CJn19Cn rrisllmilgne bIrg 
~ dcH.n too tmiIied to rIlIoBd ~ rt!e b Ioor 
d 8Iertng the eo:vnv 10 yt::AS ~_ We Mw the 
t~-" it t;hs isccuage, and sane b::us. 

The MoH g;i.f'T1eS ~ dose to 6'.QkI'g :su::h 
Stl.lllb::ns with thei" 'Rya:1' -h'uenoed ()n;t1a bead! 

stagEIS. blt I1Mfted to htper»19h::1ct 'em loP 

c.tctl6 b' m.dl at 1hEI ~ GM:ln Itlat 
Spebrg hasn~ yet procU::8d a pqect set n the 

PB06c Rm, tta-e IS I'q)8N M;j-/; Ftsng SIIIITBY 

cdar 9Omerrue~, Ardyet. l's lketibr:rly 

be as ti:locti as a'l epI!ICXi& Cl! the 'T v.eenas' 
'Nt*e Ihere's ~ cistasteft.i aI.xU 

ab.W"Q a 12-y!l<1'-dd toWCltct1 a PGdrued &n:l 
." - v.nose Otti lesson 11 that ~ are there to 

be shagged Italled to st8\<s, IW"d !hat SJTIa'h'g 

8IIdl ~ n th:l1TlOO..lh 'MIh tx:nIes 15 ar:x::ept<bIB­

'1hBy were o.roJS aI:x:u: the 'Mlr, I'd g;ny let cnI 

watch the 15-<3100 'SM1g F'rM!te RyM' 'feu w.n: 
to krc1W ....rut WfJI was Ike? Wf!A here)QJ go, S(H"tj_ 

Arl:I don't 1~ ycu PiIllN Cl" g.JafQiY1. 

"Medal of Honor highlights for me Ihe fact that games have Ihe potential 
10 become worthwhile and legitimate historical archives. Sort of' 

~ ~ the de!:Iglers had !U th::l8e pIIXt..(::bcns to 
cnI lOde, IW"d e.xter"ded Its' I9S9i'rth bey;:n:llhe 

aISles of 8Ioc!d::oJs!er. Instoodol ~ "'" Spiet:Erg's 
WO"\(, tte,t had tha potBntJalto 9XJ,WId bey;:n:llhe 

c::oWai d the TV !I1d ~ SCI'N"8. 

6I.A babe Ihs becoTtas Cl bee!ed 11Mew, I'd 

Ike to SfnlIIS -1aJts or r(X - It"« MecJsI d I-k;ru 

ho;tt\1IIS for me the 1a:11h1I g;:m9S tw.o&!ha 
pot8lIJaI to become ~ 1nl I8gtmlIe 
t"lstcrbi 8ft:tMIs. Sat r1. 'Mie aI pI898'lC garna 

cIa:siglers may rd be tx::tJ S"'OlYJllo tadde ruaIiIy 
I'<itt"oo! ftttri1g K ttroo.ql a I--IcJtt.'.ood Qal2EI, the 

tm9 C¥l't be fa- ffflai v.ten ~ he!ak:l Cl garna 
Ior IS 'tdd recreatial r:J the h::m;ws 01_.· ra!hBr 

thar1 bIJnoeI. IQ 1h1I ~ has "too rTItTIy saw pcrts. • 

ITegne Cl get'Ullltf rtaracM ~ 01 

'5awtg PrM!teRym'. hJ¥l8A\tCnQ'IO<' wat 
ttroo.ql Cl n...-led FrEn::h h;:r'riet - rd st'otH"cn'W 

aIo:::rg a ~amT1ed n;ute t;,,- a ~'s....nm, 

~, I'd be nu:::tllass ~ abo.A IB!tng 

1h8m pia',' the 15..-a!OO ~ g<m8S. Mt"O..91 
positioned as intS'llCti\le SJ')in<IIfS cJ SpdJa-g's _ 

tms, th8t{re dcxgeo' .., rnar"PI' respects to Bord. There 
Ire ro n-aal1essor'5 .., ~,psltha fTllk;a1lJn thaI -..._.,.,......".. 

As:su1TIg IhaI tha g;:m9S i"d.astJy wan to be 
pertIlM!d as mora thar1 a ~ tro..r,1lfor 
I"uTHlty's b.YBst a;IlYT"(rl dtn:rrnItcr. ~'s ~ 
to h1Ml to (Jy a ittIe bit 1'edW. Std«lg some 
~ q..ae abo.A the tumrs r:J WfJ( at the 

front t;J a gare that e~ oeIebrates trosa 
scm8 tumrs ~ isn't ~ 

Ao;tlt. MaaI S9:TTlCI"I (}('¥. I'm 011 to aaw....-es 
on h doa of the b::aI \o'icIng8, 1nl post ocmi 

00g(jrt to~~. 'M'I:>'s 'MIhme? 

M-- &ffo is.t!l serri-rBfftId ~ joumaIst. 

His Wews do not ~ c:oflek1e -MIh Ed9ft 's 
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~ Ch:JI" rf>W1 ~ h.mOlt. '" berQ.ll1. prWew 
~ oI\1>i$ TVIIq·,., iIffl iWI~OJndtn 

.... ...:10-...2 
W'ZI(ltttl<)_Cla_l()roJ. ",~ efgif I$J.J!If 

l"CIPIf"ltt.o:~D<>g~'","_hr-..<>JI 

_1!>atdl, wale< But ....... !ar!y ....... ~-', 

The bigger picture 
Photoreahsm and political videogames 

So Capcom hall decideI1lo include FIllI""d> actor Jean 

Reno in C/flKru$ha 3 (or !'is likooeSS at least). PMIy, h"s a 
bid 10 court westem a\.IdIef1ces, reflecting the tleed for 
~ to attract a global audIIInca If they are to makl a 

eatI8factory fInancia! profiI . But it also reIIecls !he feet that, ltl 

apltBdtheCIII--shading,biWldwagoo, \he urgtI towo:.ds 

phaltoo $IIIiIm NmairI$& sIrQog one In the viI:IIIogame incIutVy. 

.b:fging b!t IICIeIIIwI'ICte of t1e~. it WO\Jd 8PJ'*I'" that 
vidIIogBme ~.diJg)' ~ m-1IIoir U1lIII ~ 01 
........ _~Ciipi:l:nJt.apllJ'Clto •• ~ 
___ propoI .... MWIg~.delWt8Cklrfor!he 

~.iSIaIi,*""d~ 
Q,t ....... _;gIO,.. ...... US~ 

.. ,iIbi8d .. "..,.1O IIIItend Ihe ~ tA"Reno's 
1IIImlg, ... ~ .. - ...... ~.~~ 
.... ~br Ihefal;1 that B French actor had IMIerI 
~ lIbo\Jeallollywoodeelebflty. Msytle It's a lime 
..... '" Inrw*-t IhiI that. as the iodU$1ry ..- towwds 
__ ~~IS of reality, videogames ... 

~ an fMWI ...... eepICily to excitlt poj~ocaI or 
.-IIniI~ Bultt'ssdl .. iuu8 worth~_ 

BecauIe the hImIl'e videogQrn9 is '*eady a POMiCaI~ 
dBgIdmedilm. Ouit&apII1 fJom Web ~ that depict 

Jam ~~ pa.d wilt! '9J& and thU" QI(. 

~iOeogIW'''h8Ye ~ bIten utibed by IhIt US army to 
recruit its troops. and they Mwe also been tailored to the 

paIamIoaI ~dthoM*"h _to IKp1M5 about the 

1GraeI--f'eIeIIli'Ie eonf\ict, or --. \he Falklands WBr. SuI whal 

euetty _the ill~d-b"~"e &eke - a sequel 
to CmftIct: o..t $tarn 1haI ~ ItN! _ittic Ok __ ~ 

Sact:IIITl Husaein? How tar dI;JM phoIorMIiWn «IIaove the 

scope of 1Iideogimes .. a poIiIic8Iy IIIbYwnMo rn.iunl? 
Edp doeGn'1 ~ ¥'f conc:n:rta _ . IncIaecI ir$ a 

tlNggiIJ Simply to futy gMp thefMliliCalicn cl the CUTl'!Int 

gIotNot poIitK;al situation for 1he ~ ill whk:h YidqII'ne 
~ mMI8r is cho8a1 ;nj ~ BuI_1tMI capao;Ity d 
~ 10 depict reeIIy ~ particuIIIrtf ageinIt a 
~ of goopoIitic:aI stress. ifs ~ 1Nl_ toug'l 
quest\ontI_ going \0 be a5l<at of videogIiimea In the future. 
And ItIIt induetry had bettf!I" have !IDf'nII ~ 

t's tJlIn9 to I.-l to !1t!W" up last and "-I18IIfuIy. 
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Olimusha3 
Capcom has announced the third game in a multi-million selling series? 
Well. colour Edge surprised, and say bonjour to Onimusha 3 ... 

[l] 
t'e news !hat Capoom has 

J amounoed Chrnusha 3 en PS2 
worfl cane as a SIJIJOS6 to 

JT\ir1y; indeed, ~ OOes!l'\ take a gEri...ts to 
'MJO\ out that. i'l the face of a coIapsr1g 

VICIaogcrne m;:wl<et on Japa-l, the comp<rt)' 

WCJ(jd be COflSideoT1g the Mure of CO!! 01 rts 
remairT1g ma,c.-~, KeojIlnaflxle. 

heOO 01 Capcan F'rroJcIlon Studio 112. 

broo..ig'lt the f.-st !\Yo ep<5(Xles " \0 the 
COVIeted members cU.l of mIion seIws 

thanks m;fly to IhIl kJsI1 3D bac:I<goJds, 

and the I.Bl of famous actCfS as the lead 

d'\oractar, So, v.;th speo.jatO'l at a ~ 
Capxrn has ~ some de!aIs tor I'o11a! 
CA¥,J't. to be th81ast CJnIm.Jsha en PS2. the 

"The new star is a celebrity, this time 
somewhat more well known in the west. Jean 
Reno, star of 'Leon', will play Jacques Blanc" 

<X:n"pany's dBYB/opToenI rura.md 10 be 

SOCVl st'lfiJr9 10 f'I8ySta!Jon:3. 

~ Iact, 1nalUn&-sa"l has made ~ 

c:orrments Ii::IcIIA the Slate of the game 
rO..ostry WrIh saleS rl dedne. ha 0EIcIarad 

th8!. whIe he was happoJ both ep:sode$ 

reoched the mIIoo maX serous c:h;:roges 
V>O..«:I hEM! to be made on the ~ of tOlla'y's 

~. a>:peCIaloons and the ~ 01 
su:::c::ead!ng In the US 1TliI'keI. An::l WItt1 !hat 11 

rrr.:!. a video of the g;:we has 008l ~ 

,..... move 10 Par\I ..xii III intriguing d~ 10 1!'141 """'11ivoo. tIuI USIF __ ion. _~ e..ctly at 
ttIM I>igtIHl POint no'" no'*'. to 1'*-" no g_ .... , .. ttlat ~ ... be lUCCessM In counJng • us ._. 
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8EWIV on nlhe deY8Iop'nent cycte CuiousIy. 

hi 191"1 the ca of the openng gequence lie 
tte frsIlooIag9 from the I\rsI two Chrnushas. 
buI onstead some 1I"I-gMl!! ~ and 
CGmcMes. 

()-oe ~ bng rfIOYo& $t'lOWS 

dEin'O'lS rBIf'W1Q doY.fl 00 p-esenl-day PMS. 

sell"""ij the Frend1 captal aIVrt. the French 

wmy Ia!ior'g to f9't oIIlhe attbome ttYeat 
The cnoooe 01 today's PCWlS as a o::aloon IS 
mended 10 appeal to a ......::ief <M!I"Se8S 

ao.dIer"o!I. and aI90 to 0YBn::0ITl8 the 
.-rrtatO"lS of Japooese med!a\tallheatre 

(Sengoku~, The plot behind tne 9MlEI has 
~ written onc::e agaon by Flagshop, a'ld!he 

,1 r:J It'egana - O:wnusna 3, otMlusIv-
IS 8I(DIaned wth !he reappearance r:J Takeshi 

~,Akech ~frt:m!he 

""'"" cro..n. ne ~ actor was also !he Sl¥ r:J a 
suc:ce&Sft..j ~ soence-ilctlOl1 rTICMEI 

'AetI.mer', wtlct1 was dreClecI byTakash 

'I"IWnazako. IIl8 wry sane man who IS now 11'1 

dWg8 r:J 0'Irnuste 3'8 YS..8Is - !TIO\II8S. 

st<.RS ...0 50 on. C8pcxlm U98d the sane 
~ r:J getb'1g film dorectcn 11'1 for Ckd< 
TOWEl'" 3, a'ld ~san wI be 

OOOPIlflIlflQ 'Mlh CC> speaalStS Robot Cf'Ilhe 

Iootage. AoIXJl S CEO a'ld the proo:1x:er of the 

Grwnus/:Io Il1CWI8&, MII<ItaI\a r<lIazawa has 

nclca.ted that the ~ IS ~ agan 
on new motion-aIPtl.l1l1ecl'YlOlOQo6S \o\Och 
I!JIow the captl.l1l of SEMIfaI actors' mouoos at 
the same tITle. 

The CK:tlOl1 9QQ.JII(lCQS Ml dQ9qlecI by a 
Sta' from Hong Kong, Clc::o:...a Yen, .....no 
desq'oed all the CK:tlOl1 seq...oences for the IYn 

'8IacIe i' HIS fQie in the 9MlEI's deveIop:llent 

IS ~ th;rJ~, \hOuP;;tl, as he's beef1 

~ prooous acM::e 00 v.tIat J<n::I of 

S'MJI'cI CK:lIOIl is cunrotIy in .....:v.e for sIa:stl 
faolatcs, Ni ...... as CO"I"r'I"I8I 00 fr;t1lII'1g 

trencIs. he's drectI1g the rnctoon-capt\.n 

prooess, wtlct11S taI<r"iQ place 11'1 a hI,ge RXm 

nggecIl4l to tw'dia _~ Ik:rObabcs. 

Aro!I'e' new atIStJC tect'InQJe ...... be 

used for tte g.:wne'8 cuHICe'le6: the 
btIcIIgtulds WO"ll be ~ 3D renders, tu! 

a ~ of 30 8IBrllIIIU 'MlOISe rl"I::MIIll!II 

has been capttffld by Il'ICM1Q them IVI:UId 
f'$d8_ se! rnxlIIIs, appnnIIy as big as 

arr,1Mg ~ ptCdJoes, CIea1y 

Capcom IS ~ a loC of !me (8ncI money) 

00 maI<.ng the CG Sll.6Yq Bllhl'lu;tl whelhBr 

tt-.s IS tt'e rVrt dir8ctlOI1 tor IW'III'lIera:::Lw 

mockm IS open to debate 
S\iI, IW'IOther so.rpise o:nlElS 'Mth the 

game's cIlaractElfS. That KanEtstwoosan has 

rett.med was supo:ise enouo;:11, I:lJt he was root 

aIone . .A.nd, as ~ "",rh the 0YnusfWI 

senes, Ihe new st¥ is a ceIobnty, tt'I5 !me 

SOIflO3'MlaI more WIll known in the west. J8wl 
AEnl, Sl¥ r:J 'Uo'" M play ~ BIBnc. 
a Frtrdl amy oIIio::Ilr trapped 11'1 mer:foevaI 
~ ¥oNe ~san ig:lrs the 
demorls n rnodefn.d1Iy Fraroa. ~ 
8Ian:: acq..as a mysbCat gk1.-e wtlct1 ~s /"om 

use a magocaI v.tlp in c:crrbnallOI1 WITh Ns 
rrodm1 baIsbc weapcrs. EYw'lualy, th9 two 

meeI a'ld fig1I SIde by SIde. 

In <HiOO1. thega-ne IS now n ..... 30, 

..-.swemg crltICS ....m have blg daITIecI that 
Cap:::om's r6WICe 00 pooor dewed bacIu:ttlp6 

IS C:UdalBd These ~ tve very 
good q.arty tu consequantIy lhIlte's been 
scme W of QUalIty for chir.lcter rrodeis. St., 
the benefit IS door filhe sv.oopng ca-nera 
ITlOV9llIlI1tS; the tmedcm has eYIder1tty 



proYIded 'I'WnazaIQ'sal woth an apportlHty to 

ntrocU;e cnemabC effects a'd YI9.QIs. 

How8Yer, !he chcIces n1iIde by IrlaU'1& 
sal don't COI'Tl8wothou1 doY.nsodes The 

d9osIon to U6e Frtn::e and Jean Reno, 
along WIth !he locus a\ 0YI!ftlI00Ml 03, 

seerros !i(a a t)1:licaI ~ r:I. ~ 
rTlISI,J'l(Iers~ !he ~ market 

And, sn;:e the rn¥kaI is marrty focused a\ 

the US, ~ acta or c:eIeOOty 'NO'iJ 

have been more logical: despte tre CflIJCaI 
Sl.CC8SS 01 'I..ecn', JeEr1 Reno si'f\)ty' osn·t 

It1aI tanous II"Itha US. Some 01 the .Amencarl 

PIICPe ~ allhe deollOi 1Str8llOi I were 
d!B¥ /and sactY, along WIth rreny more 

I""ISIJlr9 ~) \4lSEII abouIlhe dnoe 
01" Ff<nce as a Iocabon. and Irlah.II"I&-san's 

atlSfT¥llS to bring somethng ~ 10 !he 
gone - raong sectoo:'oS _ tinted at -

may go o.roapprecoated ., the States 

F __ ~ 

-..-. -.. 
~--
~J_ --

.-. !Woo isnl • '""'-".......-no rocMot, IIrMg 
"~~in'LH_',buI_"'_ I .. 
.. E~~".,.., I>io~~~ 
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Rna! Chronde 
Has there ever been a less appropriate name 10r 
a series than Final Fantasy? Here comes another ... 

Cl')st~ CJvon/cJt lac c~ opl;..,1Md 10 1aJ<. _ant~ oIlhe G......c..t.. functlonoloty, 1Nl""'ll Z_-liI< • 
........-. bunon "*""- and ~ IIIOdM and III<:Q ~ ~. ~ oIlhe GRA ...... U!l c:apI(:it)o 

~ 
nh release sdlecUes packed l6U 

W the W'Id of M<wth, Nl'lteodo has 
daoded to push bad< FhBI Fantasy 

Crystal CtrorIde (I'ltj alter the end ~ !he 
ftscaI yeiY. Bec:ause of !he d91ay, dEI!w;Ted to 

maxrrvse sales. Square IS stA ra.octaot to 
IlIY6iIItoo m...d1 IIt)OutIhe gcrne. tu It has 

issued some cas.: details, 
PByer.; ..... hIMllhe dloioe 01 b..r 

dlfIEnInI races. each In male tn:I female 

"One thing that's not clear is how important 
the GBA is, whether it's essential, or simply 
preferable In order to enable extra features" 

01 c ......... ~wouIdn·1 be. Sq ..... tmtlor," 
illooI<ing 1bIy •• &qu.r.EnD< 00.) wIIhouta 
..-.ntIaIemp/INIII on ~.~ 
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vMations. altl'ou;tl ~s not yet cI&¥ ~)'OU ca"l 

cto::oo you chaa::ler If'llhe C81tra1 sct:J 

~ mode. geb'e the ~t.re - 8Jld 
possby a.mg - yo.J ca"l peI""",""" you 
hero t1i c:/'algong Ita" cosn.ne rd 
!ICC6SSOI'ies. The ~ IS 00I1'l8What Iii<e 
that r:I. F1wItIlSY ~ ChhI-~·sazed 
ar8"IaS <Ye ~ t¥ stnt cal)Ol st)4u 
p&s:sagas. Ccntl811S h.m-tesed, wth each 

~er'$ SP9EId (lefrirg the !me ~ takes for 
!her" action bW 10 rlIC:I"«ga. 

Alter a baltle some enemes IeaYe behiod 

otems, ald of ~ i'l!erest !We the rl"egIC 

stones, ....n.:t'I tal be cdIoc!ed and SlOI8d on 
8 GIrne Boy Act.Ianc&. Eadl stone aIows the 

~. 

player to (I(XMS one krd of magoc attack 

or action , and Ihe GBA stones and effects 
cal be CO'l'Cn9d to create I"$N po.yers. 

For ~. al'n!bel at\ad( may be 

tW'aded to ttw'geI nUtPe enemes at the 
SM1e trne, SII'M a vAde area or SirflJ/y be 
maoemore~_ 

It soems lhatlhe power frt;m the stones 
wI <T.In each trnIIltelre l.S8d. so CCiIectJ'Ig 
as rTIIWl'I as possi:lIe is \/!\al. The power used 

for ead1 cast can be set, but castng more 
powerllA 5QIlb takes longer, 8Jld chaa::I," 

wI be ~ 'M'Iie tt.ly're casIn;j. henoe 

~actlOn *tm the CJthEM' IT'8"T'te's of the 
~ is ~ i"r4x:rt<nl, 

o-.e tt.'lg that's root clew is 1JSt hem 

iT1poIWIt the G8A is,....nether ~'s essential, 01 
snPY preferable .., order to ~ axtrlI 

fBallnlS. f>n.{wetf. some cl II"OS8 fealLmS 

have beal rweaI9d. ~ WAI ~ acalSS 10 a 
ra::!a' .., t~ 1l"IO(Ia. IV1d a letter system 
.., the q.J!ISt v.t\E!!e you CW'l rec::eMl messagEI8 

tom ch'cw'act8's ao::I raptv to them. 

ThB MoogIes (soma cl !ha IT'iOI8 PQPlJa" 

c:t"wact9f$ from the sari9S. QOSSllIv soo:ond 
rfiy 10 the Chooobo) retao"llt'o* positO'lS as 

~ po6\f1'len. Messagas may give 

IICC8SS to ~ ~s; for exanpIe. you 

rl'liglI gel a IeItar tom iI sad<; faniv rl'IEW'I'te'. 

who needs a ~ herb to cue !hem. 



Oysl~ CIv'mbIit also cortans pullIe-

9:M1g elements, v..t1ch (for the mement, at 
least) _ simple - take 8 'field device' to a 
~ that reqo.n.s ~ arod a door opens. 
Stages fnsh wIttI bo&ses, arod defea!r"{l them 

proYides *Xl9SS to The Tread 1Y'MlnI. v.t1enI 

pI;¥irs can ooI9ct lICIT"I8 d ~s essence. This 
IS neecIad to protect you hcmeIown, arod !he 

Sl.Rltf is ruYW"IQ cu. henoa 'PI pa-ty's 
adIIlv1t\.Q .., tha Crystal Cr.Mn 

AI d this is r8Y8aIed iltha operrog 1TIO\I'I8, 

vbch, ~OI"IS/YIgty"fcr So.ae. isnl CG. b.Jt 

stllooks 81«::81ant. The game also has its 
own o/fic1aI theme song - 'Kazenoa' tr; 
Yae, a prot()ostMel in Japan. 

",. game ___ to be centNd on ......... _·bUIod _ INn pr-. FiIW ,..,ruy tttIM. DuI 

t/\tAI ~ be enough continuit!H to kHp oMYol_ happy • /IQ 11-.. MOO(IIM, who ..un .. poI'tnwn 

.oatI.IZl 

.~"­
~, SprIng 

~1n [118 
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Vevvtiful Joe 
Capcom helps Edge through the first few levels of its 
idiosyncratic side scroller. And it's looking pretty magnificent 

1I .. 1NtiaIl\I • IinIe tilt much 10 taQ in. but once tno 
_ ~ gOng ~'. toIrnoIt impoNibIe not 10 be 
wcked O!to IM ga ...... bi.arre but t>eaul1tuI 2.50 
unIve .... The on,>, concern BI pre...m illl\e oddly 
'~IO rtlyllIm, but _ 1Nl me<e/y _,In 
kMping with u..~ .. ~ _lhet!c 

'" 

'~J _ 

_ Sc>mg '"'-I. 00=1_ f\.IKJ 

~in Ell~ 

[IJ 
1'St,8C31oU:_'s~~ 

F for SCfflIlOShoIs 10 do IIJ. ad. 
,..su:e to \.-'iewIIAJ Joe. VvNe the 

essa-oce 01 the ~ 's !IO'aICtly ~ ~ IS 
~ II1IaCt rl the 6Teges you 9118 here, 

af'I &at-.: depctlon IS gong to Iai to coovey 
the octuaI. ~. spIen:bs of the ttWlg. 
liS noI~1 a questOn 01 the YIa'I in whidl 

prmary cdoo.rs ~ notous designs are ~ 
rryperact'-'a, ~.16:'letIc motion. Theffl's 
aso !ha auditory assaUt 01 a I"II$t/'ocXliC 

sou-dtrack. ;nj the W&f ttlEl camera sW.ms 
in ;n:I cu: to locus ct'I yo.x heroICs when 

appropnal9 . NEMIrth8I8ss, tMlI'l soeeo &S/"ooIs 
manage to coovey some _ 01 the 

~'s 1.rQ.III~. 

~ ths. • anyItw'og, it's alltl8 th!II: v.o.*:I be 

(magnaIyj more ~n. osllIB I'lad 11 

~!mm the W<as of TI'8aSU'e. Capoom 
IS in senous clangor here oIlo61ng the 

teplf.allon for release sc:I"«Ue conservatsm 

that ~'s ~ to 8C(IUir9 CNfJ( the y6iYS by 

lri'lashing so::x::essr...e rteratJons 01 suc::cessfl.j 

lran::tWoos. The ~ 6 an apposite 
one n a"'()(her respect thI::u;1l. There are 
actuaIt{ C&"tarl Sln.Ctl.QI smIatt:!8s wth a 
bile ructl as Qns/af" HEroes: scroll eIong 

dspaldwlg r.r1k ;n:Ifie artac:kers bebti 

the actJal's pu1Ct\..EI!ed by a mio-boss. 

~ tt.i use 01 a specific tec:t'ir'Q.oe. 

before more r.ri; 8f'd aa gal In the ~ 01 
the next mn-boss, lni the IeYeI reaches ~s 
ci'na>o; with an actual boss. 

CMlr the co..r.l6 of the !\'sI 1eYeI. neN 

pooMlfS are acq..i!ed by beatiOg sane 01 
these rTWli-oosses, ;n:I1ltrOduced ......ttl 

Qlick tUlcnals. ResponcIng to onscrean 
rues, d's possible to dodge attacks.1eaYnQ 
enemies sttrned end prtlIl8 to a d9strucWe 

o::ul\aanac;k, w-.e the lIoN ~ 

I..P ao*lJaS are ha"d8d SibW'rleI't. \1'awng 

the e<mera n ;nj ~ 8'>'IlO the 

speediest foes 10 be taken oo.A. And 81 the 

v.tiIa, the ~'s !WO Md 11 t8I ctimarlsio::ni 
~ !dl<n:::ed by !he lWISIed oItspmg cl. 

~SC!OIOg. 

01e cl.1h9 most ~ thngs about 
1ha ga1)€IlS 1ha fact th8I ~'s!ICIU8ly pretty 

tourj1 10 play. FIM there's the sr- <lr"r"O..n 

goilg ()'1 0I"I9ICI"eIII"\ IM"IdlIS i"ItIaIy ddficuIIto 

~ 10. tulhenj'1 en ~ b" a far1y 
oId-skcd sun::Bd at deXtlllWy. fWj ~ wI be 
lnIarestng to _ how players oope "Mth !ha 

0BRlbraI-Gh ~ that pc!91.4l ~ 

~. But ., IDle of this, ~'s stI a'1 

En:nTIOlIS WIlCU1I at Iu"l to play, IWld !he 
SIQOS _ good th8C aI tt. ~ 
'MJl~ CO"Tle at !he Pfi:le cl. quality. 



Sony's Online Entertainment groups want to fuse the disparate world of the 
firstperson shooter and the massively multi player RPG, Can it possibly work? 

[!] he ~ element is one that 
U seems less a'ldless rnpot1a'lt 10 

Scny's entJryoric Q!ffe t¥xid, 
PlanerSide. Having &opped OO'nents such 

as 'personal apa1ments', Aanet&de's 
perSlSloot characters rv:m f'tl\ICJIve lotaly 

art:uld cc:mbat. But, as Edge d!sc<Nered ifl 

recenl 4an sessia"os of Sony's ITlaSSMlIy 

m.Jliplaye< cOioe sroolar, this lI(jlter locus 

IS no bad thin;! 

PlanetSide IS 009 of those rate games thal 

~ be ilcredibly anbibaus ifl ~s brief, 

v.hle stl seerrwog practicable a'ld 

stragl!fclIward ifl play. AI ITst so;j'lt, 

PlanerSide is a firStperSCfl shooter, aI:lert 

IeatlTf"lg hJndreds of players. These players 

f9lt lIlder the tlar"r)e( 01 ttwoo opposng 
Iactl(W~ wtxJ am each struggling for 

dcminalloo of a I"lI..ll1bef 01 large 1SI<n:Is. The 

iSlands contain bases (V"l(j ooctl lacb:In VI(lS 

for contra 01 those bases. rt yoo 00, then yoo 

respawo ifl a facility controled by you- lactm. 
Its il<e a g;.me of BaWefleJd 1942, ~ set ifl 
the future ard 00 a vast scale A straig:rt-up 

shooter, than? WeJ. no. 

'Mlat's sigm::altly ojffarent is the W<.f-I ifl 
whi(;Il these eIenlenls are executed. 

Plane/Side fTl3'Ties the dynamic ~ large 

runbers 01 p!ayBrs 00 one server. as lCUld ifl 

Datk Age ofCamekJt am Ev£rO:JesI, 'Mttl 

reaitme action. No tu"n·based ccmbal here­
this IS a ITstpersc.n shooter, but one that 

lealLX6S vast ~ ard bat!les Ih:lI mgu 

i"M:lMl SC(l(l!S of ordividuaI players. Its a 
persIStent wOOd. loo, so the same battle 

<rqlt be raging after several weeks a'ld 
pIayer-ch(v-acters ca<1 be d€M'IIoped CMlf 

tma, rourxlirg them out ifl aqo.ipment and 

skils as lhar expeOenca increases . There are 

special abilrties for the troc>peIS, a'ld a'1 arrfW 

01 veIlo:';:Ies . To get to US(! the best kit, yoo'. 

have to PfOIIE' ,uxseIf f1 war 
The real rew<Vd, however.'-;. be the 

succsss of wimiog battles as a rnernber of a 

vast team. JndividuaIs and squads \ViI mve to 

'M,';tk together to capto...re the str'ngs of bases 

across and island. These instalatKJ<\S 'iYl9S 
from smaI, BaSty captlX9d ICM'ar'S, 10 large 

multi-function bases thal wiI give a team 

e)(tra acNa'ltagOO Tha fact that large bases 

rrusl be 'reluelled' also gives the battle a 

'siege and resupply'~, IeadIlg 10 

lurious ciose-quartBfS cc:mbal and 
extravagant '-;kJerness ambush tactics. 

Whether Scny w.I be able 10 deal 'Mttl !ha 

c:o-nectMty issues relaled to having ruDreds 
01 people 00 its seN€>"'S , and!herelore pac;fy 
the comecboo-obsessed PC ga'Tliog 

hardcora, renlains 10 be soon. "-'lore 

siglificantly the queslion of 'M"oelher 

PlanetSide's pers;Slell1 wOOd dynamic \ViI be 

(JI""(lOJ9h 01 a ckaw to p.A ... subscribn;! 
pUlters IS a cru:;iaI test of where the IUltle of 

cOne PC gaming Ues. But Irc:m Edge's 
posjtic>n 0<1 the banlefteld, rt's Iod<ing 

p-etty prr:misIng 

T1le current beta stages of , ... ~"" ""-"" "'''''I ..... 
a vu, amount ot tweaking and thefe 'l be loads 
!ell to \10 a . tile _ now "","" a large, i>Ut>lic 
beta lllat 'Nil hwot.e tl\ouund. of ptaye.-. 

_, pc 
1'l.tlWler. Sor?y~~ 

.~:-

Vel-Oc ... are ... ..,"' ... I<> oenl"ll about In It>o 
PfantJfSith world , asltler. a,. k>ng dislancM to 
cove,. Players C"" "$0 elect 10 be dropped ott 
anywhere on the Island. b~ I'8"i"ll d ropshlps 

Supply and demand 
Wh~t'$ ",t...-"",,"'II about PlanefSlde .. 

combat dyr.a,,.,,c •• n. vast SC"P". A. wrth 

real ·wO<t<l cOtl~oct. the ,,"""'" '''Q",re not 

srnpi)' c""""'" todOef. but dnvers. medoc •• 

PIlot. and """" computer hack"'" to bro"" 
",to e.-"y 00scs. Pkay<lnI w~1 alwaY" ha\lc 

a large number ot opt""" ope<> I<> thorn. 

but these Skills w.1 be IfflP'O"Cd and 

specoahsea ""et lime. lead",g to hybrid 

characte, claSses, the Sr'llper-pIIot, 0( the 

h""kot-assaun troope<. 
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Olimusha Buraiden 
When Capcom enjoys massive success with a franchise, 
it milks it for all its worth. And now it's Onimusha's turn ... 

[!J 
orgeI <'n. Capo::m has dEMIIoped a very ~ corporate 

IF approEK::h to deYeIopmer1t 19OII1tIy. Every rT\8IOI" IjIIWTI8 - !ICI'rY. 
product - is iI br.n:l open to 'Mder rlecte 0$11 IQ a'Id 

frln::hise expIooau:n Hence IM 'Resident E\III' fi'n, II"d a Ioothcol.og 
us fim adaptabOO of Cnmusha. ~ there's.....en ~ to be a 
Las Vegas show based on Cnmusha (wrth Soegfried trod Ro-i takng on 
the lead roles , Edge hopes). ~s all about oord aw;wentl$$, you Me 

So WiItl two years LIltj the 0'WnusIla 1k><, tn:I a ~ before a 
proper sequel. Capcom has lined l.P thrs ~ /oI..xpIQyer f'91ter 
for November, teat\ri"lg chafact~ m:m the fo"st two tJtIes as wet as a 

few spec;(Ij guests . nmediate/y. the IOIH/ay aspect t:Ir"qs Smash 
Bros. to fTVld, ;nj the fact that p4ayers ca1 destroy pa1s 01 !he 

enworrrern (am o:lIect J,'JOWEW".o..ps) reeks 01 --Akech ~ iV1d Yamu JI.beI w 

SO'Ior ..... tern .... _ .. ~ SI.cIe 
watrion , lIliI ookIe-lrDfY kIoII.1iU being. 
ligtrthHtIed romp 10< the ..ay pIIeMO 

01 c:a.n;e be ~ !ne seIectabIe f9t\ers. 
8"Id you sh:::d;:I ewn be abie to tao<8 control 

01 a few boss d\lWlIC!9'S. Edge sees 
gIm'Oers 01 SairU8lSpIms at 'M)fk ... the 

bac::I<{jIou"o 1elq)8Ct pIlrIIy of swon::I$T6l 

a'TIOr"Ig the seiectabIe proIaJCnStS), but the 

~ bunon-bast.-g rnerface seems 10 

tIe!ray tt'Is as a l:r.I1d-spl&t9"8d 

~ for obsessed t.rtloy$. 

SrnashCars 
This Russian· developed RlC racer puts a smile on Edge's 
face, but it could do with a little bit of spit and polish 

ITl 
t's neveo' rdy POSSIble to preclict how m.d'1 POIiS/1 a game 

~ wit rtICEIMI betWeen eM; pI'8'MWS trod eventual release . In 

the case 01 Smash Cars, ed~ WOI.Ad. pertl8ps unlaII'ti. 
hanwd the guess that rt's not going 10 be a lOt, 9in"IPIY beCause ~tro3D 
Iad<s an; rsaI tracllleCXl'd by v.f'IICtI to)\IdgEI. The game ceruwiy needs 
a ~ bot ~ now trod release; the pI'1Mew \$"SiOn deIwly Iad<.s 

sheen, fean..mg just a coooIe 01 the pI8y modes !haI VII cq:ear In the 

fnshed game. trod tt's" obw:lus need 01 a bot of bEIIrang. v.rnt It 
abscMeIy doesn't lad<; is M. EYS181 ths ru:i'nIWIUwy stage .• IS 

irrc:lOSSibIe not to be swayed by the ~ /9C!fI8lIOI'l 01 !he I"T1!nC 

ha'di'Ig that ctwactenses f8dIo.alntroIed cars. 
The games iong-Iwm appeal VII, ~, rliy Ctl a co opl6 IQ 

stnxtlnl appeaY1g ~ now &'Id 1Bl.nch, 

bJt IIYIln W !he fnshed tJtIe r:rit C01taIf'IS the 

germ or an ICJ8a that tte ~ Y8I'SO"I 

does, It vii ~ pU snjes on 
gimr'og faces. Even gM!r'I the ntel d!'IIelity or 
navig<nng roo..nd 00U'S8S 'Mthout !he aid or a 
1T\1IP, tt's a IO"IC b"the jaded genet8bon, trod 

avodng ~ dogs and 
c:rc:w:::cdIes, or deIobefatatr J'8I"Il'l"'ing colossal 
CQNS , is reatI entertar"Wlg (f s no! v.oth 

deliberately r.nY1lII1\I klM"ting ~I. 

Ard that's JUSt the s.rog1eplayer ~ 

038 ..... 

With IUCh 8CCurlltl'/y _ 1IardIIng, It' •• 

IIIwne Ctw., dldn" .....-.g4I to M<: ..... tIMo TamIy. 
lIcenc.; tIMo pra.pect 01 pining tIMo n~H 01 tIMo 
81az11\O Star I(IeInll tIMo _ Ot G •• oahoppef on 
"",tht<l1lI: I.aoekl would ha .... *" an enticir'll 0<'141 

~~ 
~-. 

~.-
___ ~ J_ --

TwOJ>layer bo<rtI 0"" rnaj<lttic·Iooklng.ctlOfl 
(Ieftj. bullM ~ may I .. , down on ita -' 
simplicity. A _lion of m.gical ItfItctl (~l 
will no doubt spiel up u.. cn.ntlll procNOlngo 

-~~ - -~'C-_ ---_ .. "," '­_ .. 

Ed~ huoo I •• only to~ed .. ~h tIMo ~I.y .. 
glme, bvt tIMo<ll'1 . roollOh ' ...... 10 II.Ig9HI 'hit 
,he mulllpllyer modi can only t.. more tun 



Frm:bm: The Battle for Uberty Island 
Forn>t1 PC, P$2,1IZIai< 

-~~-
-'~IO_ 

-~ US 

-~ 

Videogames go back to the '80s once again. This 
time in a war-torn Big Apple overrun by Russkis 

o...cting .aIiH In comt>at la F~" "-' 
~ point _ """"'" -. .. -....:. of 
clk:t» • R .......... ~ ~k. n<>IfIinII tIMI .. INn 
standing ,,"xl 10 bat .... of uploaiYu _ "'- lact 
you CIOn '-I YOU' I'Io(:fUi!. ~tl thIo1 II1II 11 
no throwawlly gimmick. The lu,n·_ MCtion. 
IItst mooted .1 E3 ~ ... IIOw _ dfO\lped 

J!l 
01 sonce the days of 'Red (Jawn' cnd 'R<rnbo: Frs! Blood 

NI Pat Ir t'es Arreica fell so tt'rua!ened. Argst ¥1d p;wa-'IC)o8 ca"I 

lTIlnfest rtseII il !I n..ntl8" or ways: ~t:n::aI news bl.I9ms. 
in::I9ased dornesf.(; ser:utty . .-....aSIO"l rJ O!ha' c:o.nries. ~ an also 

cctTTTUlCat9 rtSIlIIlt'in:l.l(tI o.ItlnIlI1IflK:ts. FrBacbm: The Bailie for 
I..J»fy Island os SEll ., a New Yor1<; 0YerTU'l by !he USSR {thI:r(re CO' 

Inends now, so that's okay1, You' task is to liberate the aty from tte 
COffUU'lISt iI<!rod r8$t0ltl the Nnencan way of Ide. Hmmm. 

PoibcaI OYerIones a51de. FffI8dom has coe irnB<8Stong !eatl.f1l that 
makes ~ wortt1 foloo.wlg. Predominantely a thr~ actIOn game. 
the tr .... also lets you recrut a rurber cl. fleedcm firjlt~ to hefp you 
!\g1t the cause. You'dI8I'isma IOCI'6aSeS as tasks _ ~ed cnd 

8"I8'T'II8S neulraised. ao:l once 'JOJ\~ 
iICheYed a CErtan level 01 notor'oEIfV you CIW1 
dr9ct I4lIO 12 other men. 5n¥lIe COTITIlII ds 
can be ISSUed 10 roouts cnd. !I'oclu!tI baIUBs 

.. Vf!IY 1oca/I:ged. Ih:t AI ah:IadV ~ 
sdId. ~'s possbIa, for 1I'lS!aIlC;e, to dfeI;t 

gro.n:I battles from ho;I1ledg11s or ~ 

"""'-, 
CuTar1t code suggests that Freedom 

co.Jd ".,.,. turn 001 to be an erjOyabIe 

ttWdperson act01 game. Ws just a 

shame atlot.It!hat Slb!Jte. 

VI_try thIo gome i. ""thing to gM uc~1d .bout 
but tI, • ..eNil commlnd. ... ImplelMntltd .... n. 
....Llltng thIoI FrMdom ~I _ nov.IIy 

Ernpres: Davvn of the MocJern World ~-
-------'-'!"-- ---. --~su: 

AIIIiM- TlIC 

One thousand years of conflict is the promise. Which 
means you'll face all manner of aggressive options ... 

Empkw la .~ .,'-ant taIIa "" the FITS -
IO/I"IfIthl"9 Uke r ... ~lmt CIIKI crooHd wrth 
"Top Trum~', b!<twltll~ ... mo ... 

Tht """'- klKlght and colourful, .""hewing 
Ueditlonal betlllo camoutt. "" distincIIv-t 
1rIendI-.ry eoIour eoding 

ffiJ 
- you 9YE!f Wa'llad 10 tuI disea.se·l1festad livestock into 

[}=[l yr» enemy's t<M'l1( asks Rick Goodman. E/'r'4:li'&S'!ead 

~. ~ IS qute OO>.1ous....na.t IS COOTW1Q rext, fJ1d tt's not a 
'Mitten mea9I.ItI 01 disgust at yr» ~ desIr99. "Now you 
C3l: r8II8Ills tha p:'8SS release. ttus ~ EtrPa;. C81In1I ttwne: 
It aIoNs tI1088 who bile boIti reaI·'Ml!1d hstory ;n:I PC ~ 10 

ndUge 11 boItl at tha same tme, ;n:I wrth a ~ ITO'8 'J8'letY ttWI yr» 
avaage iIIIlgIIMIfa AlS. 

That's because ~ sp:ns lJXO~,!!om tha begIrITIg at 
Ihe midcIe ages r.gtlt 14> to WMI;nj beyond,!Ild as SldlIS 
compnsad of f9'ltro lJits In:m Kcrea1 Koryo spe<wmen to Ger'm;wl 
Bfsmarck·cIass battleshps. Co:"rbat JS(1'1 as s>:npIe as ___ 

~ts 11 strength ao:j 1'81""98, thclugh: 

e&:;h lfi! (V1d ciWsatbn has ns <M'I1 ai:IIolleS, 
and IeM-.ng tuw to USE! them propert.,o wII 
proYe as VItal to Iong·term -.,ctory as worminiI 
yr» WW"lI4> Ihe Q.WaIJOn-stYol tectHree. 

Ttose WISIrg to ci9ca'd allhe bV-t8'm 
d8veioprnI:I1Il1laYou' r::J Q.k.:k rn.AbpIayer 

IhrIs sh.lUd h:I sornett-n;I to etlO'Il'ae, 
too, SI1CI! Starless 511:191 PEns on rd..dng 
a set of rUes spooIIcaIy ta'gIIIad at 
gernars 'M:h anentlOn ~ ~ 
sI"li:X1oc than a rniIernIo.rn . 
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PrffiJOOl A1Plas This month's announcements and updates ... 

Amped 2 -­~-
~---

s.tIe< ........ , ~ "..,....~. 1UIo. LNt ItatI 
"'4>PO<I. and play ....... <Msig ...... by world· 
_ MOw pari< an;tIitec;t CtwII 000narI0tI, 

E...." """ o:Ietalltllfter E3 in May 

Wallace and Gromit 

Not IN _ obYIouIlIM"" for lEdge" ~ 
but _ ~ _ COIM from till _ behFd EIiII 

... Ihought M WOt1II e/Ieocking out. NovtI \jIIdgtt1 

,-""--.~~~--

Jak 11: Renegade 

,. <:t.1<t< _, IItgt< .....wonn-tl and """ 

po/ygonIare pr<>mIMd 10< tM seq .... to ~ 
~ plallo..-. For _1nl<> IN(! IN 
.IaIon Rubin inIwWw in ' E. _11.: Equip' 

Batman 

TheN .. "" 18UIlIng 1Cemco'l _ 01 \No 
comic bOO!< ...... 01 8MrnM; ~ ... jutI ........... _the~~ __ _ 

proIIIenw - _, I'IOtIbIy • hotribIIo inpuIlylt .... 

Rise Of NatiOrls 

Famot PC 

F\ItlWw":_ 

~- 6igHugo-

At tile r!sIc 01 ~tlon. Microsoft .. 
lalnl FITS _ 10 .'rlddle !IfO'J"d prevIoully 

ImddM by. 01 Emp/rH and CM/;~atlotl, 
~ _ thoCOfnl*lY" CUltomary ~ 

Bumout 2 

On GC (topI: _ on PS2 but _.rtno c:<aII'I 

~. On )(bo. ~t. IrII;ruYd polygon 

C<Mlt, cubic .' ... IDO .... ~ mapping •• xvadecal 
....... , 5.1 .unuund,.06 ltatl-on/y liYoo 0<JW(IIt 

T ransfOl1'TlefS 

F<l<'J"Ila\ __ ~ 
F\.llWlof: T_ 

-~ 

~ ohoIl ... ~ 01 FMV ra_than 
~ foolal/ll . but thty'N enough to oet Edg<o 
-vuong about whic/1 Tt",.1otmtr 11 tho best. Tl'Ie 

_wer iI. oI>¥iousIy. Snown. lie .. " '"""",,"' 

Hidden & Dangerous 2 

Shob -"-' ju&I_1Edge _ 10 pt-, $(I 

_ ..... odIlhin on tho ground. And _ the 
_ ~ be aaid 01 ~._ FPs. 

thHe ~Y". pe<IigfM ,till CO/Jrlll for much 

'" 



• 
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Inside ... 

Climax 
Inspied by Kerouac's baveIs across 1he Americal 

Midwest, <rod Bri1ney Spe;rs' 00ventues in 

'Qossroads', Edge jotmeys across 1he UK to see ttvee 

very cillerent Oinax stucios. Surmry? RoOO tr'p! 

h iI..OtiI at:w::d T«hJdogy, ~ a"(!, !Jtruately. 

Loss. ~ ~ 1"1 NottJo;tl<nl, ~ Edge p.As 

ijS hat tqlI rNf!If Its ~ 10 keep cu. Ih8 cOd 

and backtr<d<s past a fI.6lIar. lost ., a SI/WVl 
oty. tryoglofindamax's~studo_ ~ 

t\..l'TlS out the codoshop's r.d09n r'OlI'ld a COO'nI:lI' 

011 a ffiCWl shopping street in the dty oe<1tre, 

aIJoo,oe and ~ a bndaI bo:lo..rtq.oe, Iosoda a 
ci:screet oIfice ~ whK::tI is f!JtOWIy berog 

c::oramed f:J'I Mro 'M1o lJMI Qrcs. The ill has 

IIoc!< waIpapar, ;rod shaI<.es as Edge makes ns 

~ 1.4)10 !he IOU'\tl ftoor. The waIs fea\l.lll 
bI8utIIt.fy depicted paontngs 01 terTibIy YiB 

demons. ThIs III wtera CImax .. ~ 

W8/t:IarmJer OWJe, 1nl rts the fi's11eg of a 
!tYee.day. tITee·9Iudo tour whK::tI takes Edge 

IrOlXld the COJ1Iry fl S&<rdl 01 CIrroalc's sou 
En!h..osasuc as ever Edge has al'ived eo:wtv­

Trans go faster 1tW!cars.!\ h.mS 00..(; th8I's 

"""" CWnax's PR, Dawn Beasl9y, IS stucl< n a 
jCWT1 ~ between here and the Solent. 
a-lCIlt1BI's '*'I Edge is ~ water in a 
reoeplJOn room. d'Ie1bng to Matt Sansam. 

~of~QIlne 

Now, Sansam's a twdoor8 MMRPG pI;Jyer, 

!rod taks Gt>out his rQlallo:>rMp 'Mlh Everquest 

., \he same ~ that ZiYrmo talked about 

hMlirl. He'sdorog fWOl1CCOl.r1S now, b.A. he 

can h!Irde n - no! so some of the CO"Il)<IIly's 

e~~ ...tlo'~ been sacked because 

thEw ~t got Jl the w&t 01 their wor\<.. As he 

Ioaes Edge in ac>V¥TlS md MM terms. rt 

becomes ~!hiII!here lSa ~ 
order of roenb;rty., tne g<nlII dev world, anCI 

ngtt now we n at tI1e pyranid's cap. l't'ierti are 
~ ~s, anCI thm thEw9 _ game 
developers ~ wor\<. on ..... WIf'Gs. <W1d then 

therea1!~~who_~m 

the MMFIPG icence tor It1e worlds rro&I 

~ gee!<. franchse; WattwMler 
This is 001 a bad tring. Baasley~. 

In:! the lour of the studoo begns.1¥Id , them 

~ la be 51 tI.Jslralul then 1\'$ there !OS 

soon as Edge arrMIS on the sIYJp 1I00I'. 
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11', • lion. 00i1d1n.g r\gtI! >lOW. 001 . QUick IIIeQI cn.ng.~ ... ~ un o.c~ somelllO'lg COI\'IOkIleIy dif1....." . 
Anl>ougtl In. mM .... . . ~. build;ng. un ~ ~ III any IOfIQIe on !he ~lIy ~Ied 1_ 

Tht, Lego" lyle 6j)pro6ClI to building might aHm prone 
10 al'I'lIIlectur.l ~, bul actuatly W, tile 
0I>II0'i!" lIaln.g l iIH """" tnal bu;tdlng ~ can 
prodoucto dilI....,1 "Net ...... much quick ... than thooir 
poIygon-rnoMI count"'J*'lll. ~ tnal ~ 
town, .... rIcII and v_ 

< 044 

Them are paper 'MJI1d maps spread CUI n the 

cornar, bIrt;1; prepnd hi centre-page 
pUb.Jts from decacI8s-<JId CO"TlUer maQS­

Arother IS t*'"ned cnthe ~. and tv.o 01 the 

design te<m 5UrId by", ciscuswIg. wall. 
Edge doesn'l know v.t1&t !hey're Q9cussIlg. 

but their I"wlds swee(l across the peaks and 

vaIeys of ~ altemaLw Ewttlli<.e 

tt'"s Os the UtiT'ete wa-game, III a waf tt is; the 
tea-n is CI'OO\lng OCX') square k.Iometres 01 a 

L,I""OM3I"SO that 3((),CO) ~ f/WlS ci'eaTI 

about IMng 6"1. depictIlg ~ Jl the kn::I 01 00-"­
pmYICXJSt)' o::dnecIlO le&"ltII99 rrichg1I 

trtasy. o..te IW1 tlWttN iQ. 
A bnef derIo 01 the lech - more 0I1haI 

later - and Sansam I$a(iS Edge next dcXlr 10 

the art and ..-nabCrl studio, You Icn:Mr the 

sort 01 ttW"lg: lots 01 desks. lots 01 ~ers. 
'c!s 01 ores, IOIs 01 CItadel mJliat\nIs. a few 

actual swords, and some fTI!ISSMl 

skeldlbooks flj of 00I"l0ePI art for the gWne 

<i"il'Ml by one 01 G<roes WorksI"w:.Ip's <hef 

a1isIs. Dave GaIag1er, Ttis room is more 
spacious, and ~ the a1lS!S I.*E! 

adv¥rIage 01 thaI - the best waf 01 ~ 
CUI the correct waf that so:neone IaIs 10 the 

/Ioor IS, ~ by rrekriQ them fallO the /Ioor, 
"AcJ:J.ay, ~ire ld<y they~'t b',flg CUI 

the sv.ord ..-nabCrl roo.b"oeS,. chucI<Ies 

3.TIs<m, ¥Id IeacIs Edge 1'110 the con!eren:e 

1OOOl. The PMY sot down. and theffl's a cid< 

as the dctaph)ne IS SWltctled on, 

So. pcydtw's Edge The tl9Tl tue IS 

c:I8a1y d8cIoca1ed. but ~1haI's crly 

~ 0Ith11 pt6S8Ue d's....-.dE.Y 10 gel ,t 
'""7'\. presa.re that comes SlraI!tt from the 
3'"DIIOO..8 staI'8S 0I31'll.rlfe.:tstl/y deck:ated 

trtlase. ~ that pr8SSl.ffl a blessing or a CU'S87 
TectTicaI director Rocko Losca/zo, v.t1o 

SPeQks tl-rougtoul the irltf<\oiew Wltl1 an 
lIT'oIlN'I1\I8f'11<J9ty t'"lllt makos Edge want 10 

\toI91wn ao..dcte and tel him ~'s 
gong 10 be dt<ay, coof'lms: 

"Tl"e'e's a IQI 01 a to! 01 ~aoon, rot 
crly a"AonQ the fartbase butlllso ..mng cm 
iIseII t'mSU"8you'~had"~lOYOU. 

b.A ther"e are weekt1!W1 rEMeWS......tu8 rot · 
qU\&--eY8fY sngIe pece 01 at'NOrI<. fM!Iy sngIe 
texllW9 gelS n:M8W8d and sqlII(l al. And you 

CiIf'l take " as read thet beIofe sUJlf gets 10 that 
IfNI8W ~'s gone !trough at I8ast two er Ihn:Ie 
passes i'lttvT'llltt', v.ttere people waldl the 
Sly.e, the attentIOn to detail. the period, 

Creative control 
Edge makes la say 9OITlI:'IItW1g, tu the is9A 

01 m:satMI COObOII\a!i got lDscaIzo lied. 

"Then! was a tma ~ tha 800dattars. 
The OOI'OIPI sketdl was v.ortn;j: they WIn! 

pct\.r8d ~ _, and they'd ~ had 

HeI:lIad8s, sworos, and that set aI<m1 beIs 
mgng. So lIOITIIIOfIIIlr::do3 at that and goes. 
'No, that's ~I v.ortn;j. Thevobviot..<soY s/'lo:::U::I 
~SWCIfds, .. 



IV1d tha'llhlwe _ the pIac::es the 

~'s I"ed to sun f!cm 9Cfalch. 

"'Oh yeitl. btAcners. biNrs. ca"destJck 

makers. I mea"I. there _loads r:J peope 
~ ~ on the endS r:J!IpiIes. but 

no! ~ BWfIA 101 r:J the Slut! fl ~ It's 

aI~" 
'M"ich i6 ~ nEW9SlWlg poflI. 'Mlie G!mes 

Wo1<sho(I t"8S potMdDd c.na:.c ~ a glorious 

S8!tflg a"ld a rich aTO..flt 01 material, and that 

trust has been repayed WIth a 1\tI!h:Id-oul 
deIntMI wsior1 01 Its 1.6Werse, some Ihirgs 

jusl \'oOl'ttransfer 10 the game WIItlwt. SOOJe 

~ aeatMty on the NOl:lrifiim 

stucio's part You see, Ed~ canl sea the 

hatdoore fen! a:,ectong 10 CIwnax inlrOOJc:wlg a 
butc/"le(, but redre$9flQ the pMlIeIlX"MIfSeS 

W"1Oefflnt sexism by br'flging in - gasp - famale 
w.zards iMI8I'TlS i<e rt C()O.jd C8Uge alit1l8 

oonsternaOOn IIl"lOI"lg the lens. 
"Wf!A. flda9d.' says LoscaIzo. memones of 

IIlY8!lSh I~ writ IiI"ge in t'IS fuTowad brow 
'SuIIic:e 10 SS)' that ~ that CO"TI8S 

tt"roI..ql wI be I.fldIIr the epptM of (NI. We 
hsYen1 go( total_ IlIq\ Aaais!Jc:aIv. hiMog 

a '.''eI ~ If> can ~ arod tw"lc8 the 
at $de You 8ItIW ffld you're fl a rooe·siZed 
box. or ~ thaI's VflIY restrICted. tlhlrj( 

~i.i. has bM"I boIh 01 thoose. You need 

10 foIow U. path. but that path can get ~ 

a"Id i"8TOf4r. beca.ose 81 some pcwlI$ tts 
n"l.dl1'TO'e dIa'tf oetnad then oIhers. t 

I"f8'Ibor'ed the .-.reborl sod8 0I1hrgs. but 

there's lUSt no prece::Mnllor IhaI in !he 
W/rha7mcIr...-se. ~"S ~ been done' 

~ 1hog 1haI"S ~ been done, a"ld 

here CCf'I"e! the Tec:tnoIogv bt. ~ 

landscaPe IS 90 big thaI !he Iaodscape has 10 

be ~ generated. The his snd vaIErjs 
_ caMId wttt1 a set 01 prop'letatY looIs 
proc1.Ioed by the 00I'Tl)Irt)'. IV1d can be 

rec1.Ioed to ~ formAae, rather than 

polygonal ooon:;,nates. BtiIIdings can be pac;oo 
~ 1.(lOI"l1ham. 001 agIlfl. they're not 

r9d models bIA bull from I1e.><ibIe seQI..Ie(lC8S 

ofdas, Or"rlalt NoItr'I;tIIIm's L.ego-~ ~0I 
~ lots r:J ~ cisp<wate 

a'thIed\nI. Q.Jd4y. And each tie comes in 

I'Tl'fIiad &Mlo..rs. 90 11 d"u'ch can be chiInged 

10 11 r\.WIed ch.It:h or 11 ch.It:h fl !he Ior8st .IJSl 
by SWllciwlg the set. ft'sa tleIlutlflJ. ~ 
system. a"Id pa1 r:J pIaI"n"Q !or !he Iut...e 

Core technology 
-P;v1 01 cu am. as pa1 d ~ the 

~. was 10 proc1a 00IlI1ec:tn::t:lgy. 

~ we h8Ye f'ON is !he core lech apJ:ted to 
~. N we wtnted to. WIl C()O.jd take ill 
that tech IV1d apJjy rt 10 !IOI'I"IEItt'io else. 

You've seen 1haI-. >Mth d iJ«lIied to a 

CItYlJC8PIl. sky9:::rapets. that sort 01 ttwlg. K t 

was 10 191 you that cu fIIltre animabon 

system. cu entt8 model system. reaJy 

wo.Jctlt (8"8 wt'1ether ~ was Cl W~ 

mode, a 4()( model, Cl Sc::ooby Doo 

, 
l'/ 

' 1' lf/~ 
J 

" 'I I /' 
y, ." 

7 -( 
I ' I r -'" 

• 
• 

•• 

.-
• 

v.rn:eY9r. K doesn't mane.- You o:::Ud have 

SpIder-MiI'l poppIIlQ '"" in thI!I mddIe 01 a 
~ed IuYl9I system .. 

And wtlal w::IIJd the hcwdcore ttric 0I1tet? 
"They'd pIQbabIy be cortvsed 

""" -.-. 
"""" '~.-

51I.;...s1 ttric t.lw manv I8\IeIs you'd 
90 loP for I*og SpocIev. E.:sg. IS joI<I'lg, 01 

coo..r.;e.;...st gong !or extra geak creci1, b.A 

&nsan flI$)aCtS. 

-W9'rfj not a IeYflI-.based gcme. We're a 
~ a"ld ca'l'I8f·based g;rne." "'--Wel,1'h!n you ~ ~a a~. 
you" have thsse basic sIQIs. You" be abIa to 

...... -t1cmoo \l)MJIoGP fIfId Ohr _ ...... .-, 

i ~, 

.~~~ 

II~ 

U. 
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Bright aoo beautiful and OO IJet-tlme; when playef!l move 10 Ih~' 

Inventory 10 cha"ll'l tactics Of pau"" ID< IhD<i\jhl, SucIeIo's t ime slows 
clown 10 a fraction of whel il was , It's enough 10 give Ihe p laye< impel"" 
to make a quick decioion, bul.nows IltCIiclll play loo 

SudeUt a""tt>etic has come under It re from ' Bb'" 
otaku, 001 ~'t only when you ...... it moving you ' .... 11y 
uodentand whal Climax is toying to ach",ve, Double .... 
woo'" do w~ 1 to wait ID< an oP9Qrtunity 10 vis~ l ha 
cUrlously_hued ~ape in pe .... "" 

< 046 

rt.n, lit things 'Mt!1 stICks, SWIll - basically, 

that'S aI you krlc/W, llllhat you need to do 

then is pn a (':are(l(. By doi"lg that you lriXk 

sIQts, so ~ you go ;nj pn the ratcatchers 

gLlk:l they" tead1 you how to IT'I(1V(l qUetly ., 

an urboo BflVirorvnent, the locksmiths wiI 

iead1 you how to PICk locks, ,. and as you 

progress \IY1:lo.91 th::.>se care8\'" systems you '. 
get var'ous quests, var'ous thngs to do. Then 

then,l's an 'exit career'. so ~ rYe beerl a 
ratcatchar I can take the assassin route, go 

more cX:twn the animal hancIng route. Th:nk 
led'! trees ., C&C v.;t!1 a roIapIay'ng overlay, 

Hgl-1eveI careers wiI reqtire a certain ~ 
of pretaqLJsite careers, " 

Md. 
"The way we do piayo"-vefSUS-pIayer 

ccmbat is also tied into that career system, So 

~. for ex<VTlPIe, you 're a witdtllJner, ar.d I'm a 
'Nftdl. we',." I\iIgged as PvP. So thal means aI 
the W\ctTu1ters wiI be after the \\/itches , ar.d 

so on. The!'e are ocrne carOO<S that oven't 
I\iIgged as p.,f': so d you j<'.lin the Amethysl 

CoIege 01 Magic. you can ~ the k.lm of 

death v.;\hn the coIege - rts a little ~t dodgy. 

but genera!Iv ~s oIIay. H you decide ~'s too 

slow. and go arxJ bea:>me an out -arxJ-rut 
SC>"CeI'ef, or r;oc:romancer. the road to pclYM'" ~ 

a lot faster. oot you get flagged as PvP and 

Iulted d<'.wn by lhe v.;tctTu1ters , the paladins 

and so on. AlxJ that's where the career chat 
channels come into their O'Nn, because if you 

tal~, 'Oh. theres a I'kde btrdl 01 
v.;tches outSIde Mordor,' then a I'kde btrdl 

oI}oQUr v.;tctTu1ter e:oteagues am going to 

turn up, arxJ a brt of PvP team action, .. ' 

Salsanls eyes glaze oYer. Edge takes n as 

a CUB 10 lsave arxJ head boc:I< to the hotel In 

the <Mrirlg. Edge at1JU6S 'Mth r.n abouI the 

20 most sig1iIicant Inles in ~, and 

he speaks with qUet. L.nderstaled passo1, ~ 

how Edge rnag:nes you mioght spsak d you 

weren't ;.;sl reading QUIetly. Some food, some 
aIco/lof, some lale-ni&trt bncting: Edge relLXrlS 

10 rts hotel room. arxJ. S01le'Where aJong the 

route loses ~s hat. Bul Edge v.QI1't r()t03 ths 

for a while, and so it's happy, To tomorrow. 

Feeling for snow 
The road trip bit part COB; Edge IS in the ca­
The hat is lost, fMJfY Iony m.er from he<e to 

there seems 10 slow ~ just ., I!o'lt, and ~ 
troe we brake the pen slips and the quesllOnS 

Edge is SCtit:II::N'lg on the pad just bec<rne 

illegible ink spiders, A couple 01 holxs latet', 

"See, in FIIia'd, we hIM! [&me rurt>erj 

types 01 sn::N/," says the Frnsh lead desqler 

poi1Lrlg out coe 01 S~S ~ strong 

pdnls - the way the cold wtote stuff catches 
the Ii!jn on the floor - ' so you kr()w I reaIy 

care aOOut this. " Edge can tal TlIomas 

Pirinen reaIy does care abouI ~. Hell. he cares 

atxJut a 101 of ttrogs . Just b<.lk at the oorifers; 

v.t'oeo1 the wind 1:lI<:ms, Iher' branches bomce 

get'Irty up and cX:twn. not tell: and riojlt wht:h is 
"CXlfTllIetety and utterly wrong" ~tty. 

AlxJ then he sh:::Yws Edge the oore 01 the 

game, the party-based real!1ffi9 f{fltllg aspect 

whd'l moc;trt be Fr aJ F1IIJlesy designed by 

Eugena Jarvis Edge won 't take that any 

fu1her tho<..gh, sn::e the ~ lcday is the 

same build Edge wrote abouIlasl !me. and ~ 's 

s~ as cok.lu1iJ and dramatl::, <nJ there's 

mlhif'g rrfNI to say, St •. a secord visit 

prov.de!; a chance 10 ask Climax Solent MD 

Joseph Cavalla a few of those quesbons that 



moo..my ~ ~ fed back IlIO EOge's 

~ternet k::tI.mc namely, "W'nf the hell r u 

~ a I!rne rpg when zI90a aIrecty 

existsml <nl all that lime 000t:I S/'m'If1IWld 

3"eI'1't u ashanBd?" 
"I don't thir1<. we're ashamed Of Yo1'\a.I« is: 

says CavaIa., ..... !h the patJenCe 01 a men v.oos 
8hIactj lad !-is tlBTl that the hatllr!l,.sl 3"eI'1'I 

worth !he elfcn "It's a very rnpMalI g;rna for 

us, NId ~'s a very rnpMalI gErTlIIlor 

MioosoII You can 008 v.oo anct wtuI we're 
~ ag8IlSI_ I dcnl ttrK I hiM! 10spel 

thato..J\_ ~s~~for 
~ that« has a 1'Tl!WI<eC.1eIP1g RPG 
~toXbox.' 

Like Mrir ald NfI1tcasrer1 
"Lamch utles', I think wc:ud be !he pojite 

wat 01 descrtJing thlm 
SII. thete's ~ F8bIe_ .,..,-
So n's f'1lPOI1<TII for t.'octosotI to haW MO 

!l8ket -1si:01g RPGs ~ to XboI<? 
"We've spoken to \t'e c.te's -~ 

at X02 n $e.ee, Y>t1ete we Iao.n::h9d - we've 
got a 101 01 taspecI for what Ih"'lre dOOg. but 
!he two g<mes aB cunpleleIy~. 'What 

FabIe's \JyIlg 10 00 In:m a st~ IWld 

chiYadw dlMlIopment pa'SpOCtNe ~ wat 
beyond IYhat we're dOOg on SudeI<I. and I take 
my hat off to thal OO'Ot.on But Su::16O:fs key 

focus is on reaItme CO'T'Oat w!tt1 ~e 
d'IiWctErs., the paoty_ That's the IJattle we·Ye 
ch:::IsEJ'I to I!jlt. ttw's oM1ere we're Irying to 
p.!Sh the gemI." 

c::nrax Sdent IS based n a t'uge open. 

pIIW'I otIio8 wI'Id'I 0Mb:lks tI'e 988. IanIes 

ctuggrg to ald Irc:m the .... 01 w~ fNf!tY 
hiiWf rou-, ~ IS !he rrost ~ otrce EOge 

has EMIr SIIUl, ~ the bW'ds -Ike n 
fNf!tY gane daY SIldo - _ t9tttt ctawn rigII 

the Wf.f-I across !he q!h 01 !he blti'Q. 
Gorgecus _ aB notIYlg c:orT1PMId to the 

pan 01 terr:ble so..nsI"n! reflectIOns 00 beta 

b.JiIds 01 you- p-de IWld Pi- StJ. Edge 'MShas 
that .t'd ITISIaod lIS hilt 1'88 f'lSfead, 90 trlenI'd 

be WI excuse 10 Il!tlsn: «'s rot a bad Iocabon 

for a ~ that used 10 YIO'k 

~ emphasil .. on pWIy'_ c:ombM, 
so ~ may wanl 10 k"p \heir m.gIc u-. 
.......- the back pmyidNlg Cov.mg 11 ... n.. 
lIghl·_ spot .nee", .r. opectacular 

poecb,.\II!!Iy n stealth mode on ~ 
IWld ports for poJ:lIishers. 

"Y8iVI, ~ cici11 necesscriy bode.....et /or 

OI..J" cients 10 be 0Yerly \lOCal 8bout what we 
Wf3ffl doing, KM (Je!fries, CIfna.x CEO) made a 
()easa1 to lI1dertake 8 oeo:ta/rl arroo.rl\ Of 
exp<nSD1, because IYhaI we needed to 00 

.... as make su:8 !he cx:rnpao'!y I1BW 10 8 poo'lt 

.... t-ee we had efIectIve 8OOi' aloes 01 scale. 

Su;ilolli's a big project. ~ has a IaJ'ge 11BTl. b..ot 
ft's rot !he rnt tIW1g we're ctorog.1Wld thete 

aB feu deYeIopment st\.ICkls 81 the rnomert, 

..... !h <M1Olhar operrog very socn. The good 

tITIg In:m cu poI1\ 01_ is that rt's all 

(7-Je(SeIlI1 tJi a go...o ~ cx:rnpao'!y woth 
centraiised Iunan rMOIXOQS, accomtorog_ the 

usual Slut! that studio 0l'Iat'.a9flQ directors i>'e 

haWIg to wt:fly 8bout is taken CMl 01 by the 
cornpaI"t)', And that rnea"IS I C8J1 focus 00 
making g<mes, be!hey~ or 
~ IP gEn6"8tion IiI<e SudeI<I_ And tools 

and tach ar8 waI to \haI, too_' 

So there's no negatIYes to bang frao:::tosed 

~"axx"y1 
',1>,1 01 !he 0Iher MDs Md rTf13IIII tak fN9f'/ 

weeI\ CI'I a cooteoerlO8 cal haW face to laces 

onoe fN9f'/ Qt.818I' oM1ere we Qsruss CO"ropa1y 

stra!egy,1Wld otMoust)' there's the ad hoc kM3I 

where ~ 1JSt tal< v.tler'l1hr'l\tS come ~ -
po..t:.isher leIa!oons, for instMCe. Wilhn!he 

~ there's a wealth 01 e;.:penence and 
contacts, and mat help6lMl1)Qn8out. ThEve's 
no IIind 01 c:omoetitIOO'I 'MttWl stlOos. It's a 
case d ~ bang be to back8!dl 

other I.P iW'Id help eer:::h othBr out. • 

01 tte other' hIn:l, Edge has h!a'd 

!hat ~ can t'eIp a~. 

rnernallv Jus11oc111 at ec a'1d FtIbIe, Lel's 
tal< 8bout Rovarf· 

"I ttTIk ~'s 8 itt18 bit tIIIereN: for us, 
because the nalll'8 of the slldos IS so 
dfferent. Bnguoo is very focused 00 racng 
games, we'lll focused on ct'IIWac!eo' games, 

~OWl9isbang~to 

make su:8 Cir'naIc C!6ateS a MMOG. and that's 

a tuge ~ n ots own "!tt. 8uIkis gel 

shared out, b..C to be I"on8st \Wh )'tU 

<X:n'1)e'.rucn osn', 1h8 SII'll& t:oecause!hey'1ll 

ojt'eo'9lt ger'I'8S. ,.II,r'd ~ ~ 

looks ~ cI1Ienwl\ to SudeI<I. ll'ey're 

dtterenl g<meI!I." 

So shin IWld share alike 1hIlO? 

"Otl, very rru:tl ao.11I'iri< ~'s a fairty lXlqtJe 
CO!T"(J<lnY, ., thal the sux.:essfU reuse and 

shamg oIlecil os ~ &"1 ethos that's 

cn.ociaI to the SUC09SS 01 the ~ and !he 

ongoi'lg ~ 01 thB ~.1Ne 
haW some very talented h:tW1.oaIs v.oo work 

on key lechlok:lgy, In:III'Y IWld make ~ as 

rncx1& as oosstM - we'le gr8iII ~ n 
rDll9l'MW1!ll1g !he wheel • 

Brighton rocks 
\'V'hdl leads Ectge aklng the 90UIh coast to 

CImex SrVttoo, ~ Is a geat beIifMJr ., 



TM blk .. mod$ls haye bHo ""', .... ,ed for the nqu$I, and featu,. alt-new 
p!>otos of ""'lIlne Internals, Well , Edge Is "" .... gearheads wilt .... pfftCiat .. ~ 

Skins for players and bOhs dOf1 't include cigarette ~., 

mVCh to the chag'in of the devek>per. But ~ us ...... want to 
add tMm In the sk i,..,,,,", th .... '1 nothlnll Cl imax can do to 
p"",,,,,t that; expect 10 """ a mixtu .... of the ultra· ........ istlc 
and the Ultfll-obSC_ on a ....".er M ar you 
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''We knew there wouldn't be a problem 
relocating people down here. It's an 
easy sell - come and live by the sea" 

reJl'I'eIlting the wheel , because ~'s a stOOo 

that fOCUses entirety on vahide games. 

Badccm tsl1: Edge c:orva:LAates itself 

heartiy on the quip, ard takes a brief tcu 
aroo.nd the three-1Ioor studio. Top IIoor is 

MoroGP2, whe<e one desigler has (USt beefl 

too 011 100" IeavI"lg a 50-1001 model of a lead 

artist slraddlirg a track in a buId that's )lISt 

beoo demoed to a Edge . The game's just 

about to go to stlJms.sK.ln. This IS probably not 

the tine for jokes. Except for the one al the 

start Of lros paragraph. 

The specialists 
But ~, below that am rll.ITle«X.lS other 
projects that Edge can't qojle talk about yet. 

but are all beio.:l pullogether in pheoomenaly 

shOO pericds of lime lhanks to Climax 's ra<.:o,;l 

game toolset. BUney. That's its name 100" a 

suite 04" pnq<lmS that allows the company 10 

reduce deYeIopmoot tmes ... "MassiYely," 

says Tony Beckw~h, MD 01 Climax Br'gllon. 
, t's kind oIlI<e a proprietary Rende!ware. It 

gives us cert<W"l adv<V1lageS CMlf usO;l 
Roode!ware, b€ocaus(l d EMl<)'OI"103 uses 

Reode!ware, EMl<)'OI"103'S games are going to 

am ~ baking the same.' 
That red!x:ed dev time rrost make yo.; 
~ ptq)Ie 'MIh pWjishers. 

"OIl, totely. To~, t01e1y. totaly: affinns 
8e<".i<wIth. And then pauses, because he's oat 

convnced Edge yet, <YId OOds, "TotaIy. 

Because p...tJis/le's Ii<a to worI< wrth 
speciaists, <YId I ttri< we wero the IifS1 to 

say we're a (tiWIg games spociaist. As a 
sales thing ,t's lotaIIy worI<ed, so much so that 

we've got more racng g.ames on the table 
than the studio ca1 do. ' 

So SIre, n's a g.xxi thng, but wtry ~ 

gar,es? And why here, in &i(1lton? 

"'Nej. whoo we s:artBd here, racng games 

WfJflJ ike 25 per cent 01 the '<1deogirne market. 
So ~ was ilI1 obvious thng to do. And a 101 01 

the!1JYS here used 10 ~ at Probe. The 
MoroGPguys did Extreme G , Ihe!1JYS 

doYinstarn did RBvoI! , so It seemad ike a 

good angle to go for. I wanted to set ~ 
down here because there WI3(9 no other 

d€N€:opers down here. BeautifU kJcaoon, by 

the sea. I was getting a bit fed up of Loodon 

myself, <YId we knew there lo'o'OO.JOO't be a 
problem i13k:x:.ating ptq)Ie down here, and 

thals absoIuta'y beefl the case. ~'s an easy 

seI ~ corm and We by the sea.' 
But doeSl'l ~ WC(\.;:jog on so fT\(Vl'j sifriI<r" 

g<mes within the same stLXliJ drive - arolher 

DUl. IhailI<s ~ ptq)Ie CfiWJ with competlloon? 

Josep'"I CavaIla has already told us it 's rot 

--



tt .. IM ~ ......, ...... 01 delaillN.l mall. MoroG~ g"'all'uc, 10 IPOoClar. no. leam w",,1 00110 ..,;h tra<:k, look 
Ihouaancll 01 ~lograpI1. and made piIft 01 ........-~ _ ... "" IM ~ 01 tyre wall. wu ...,onMd 10 tM cenllmet .. 

~utrve across the studios; how !Ibot.lI 
IflSIde the stldo? 

"0 ~ I1 wasCO"Tl)e!!1V8 'NIthin IhII 

51\00. Yet. h:j !hat I8a"TlI ~ nat\xaIy 

to belhll besl. I Ihrl< rt'sh..mlJ'l natlte. You 
get a ~ 0( ~ who trod ~ \II*Ig 
together, <RI they'-re, 'RIgtU, we're gong 10 be 

IhII rurber en'!~. we'regcWlJ 10 be 
be!ter IIHl al'j'Cn9 9ISe.' So yeatI. ~'s 
(x:n-.:euve ~!he stldos, but 8Iso 

betwoofl the ,eams." 

Simply the best 
The road Iri:> bit pa1 two: on IhII short ctM3 

frool Omax"s ~ So8"rI HQ to the 8rigtton 
salBItB. BwsIev IEIIS E. - S(j r.naware thaI 
lIS hat IS 1TISSIIlQ. h..o'"O'OOs 0( ITiIe6 away­
!hat n's 11 for a treaI wth Tony Bec:kwIth. 
Because t"e·s got a I'TIOUfh on twn,and he's 

IIIeIy to ~ wth ~ the 0ItlBr guys 
h!M3 said NoN. Edge '- bgerl do:Dng la 
mv::h of the jcuney buI It-. wakes n ~. A 

~ rn61V191N881S a good inll3!'MM9El , 

and so ~·s Wth scme ~tm8f1t !hat 

Edge finds Bed<with allabIe and p:jte and 

most !SlCCfl!roYer"Sial 
H<f'.oe you baI!fI !U)JtIS8cI !It M:IfoGP"s 

success on)(box l.MI? 
ONo, not aI al.." 

NoIlMlIl a tI"T)' bit? AIIer si. ra:::rrg games 
1nl nt:hsh, <nO't they? Bo.A CMIfl that fails to -.. """'" "A 101 of peqj9 passed ~ ~ r.t.ltt-
rrotort:ile~ a-anl for rroe- but...nen 
they \.PI a co:nn.ricatCl' and a tree YIlO'SK:rl, 

they were like 'Ot It-. IS qute goOO isn't it? 

And so wher1 Mot0GP2 comes out we're 

expectl1Q a kx rTYJr8 1"lIa'eSI.' 

E\oc::so..Ige IhII or*Ie ~ was 

easIy the beSI 0( tt'e &-si ~ 0( Liw 
stuft. wasrn ft? 

'W9 get on ~ well wrIh the ~ 

tecl""ndogy goo...o !It Mc!o!JofI. who 1nl the 

00ve0-s 01 Xbox LNe. And the'{YI:I been asI<ing 
us for Xbox LNe 2. y,M1 90rt of teahxBs we 

Irr-.k shajd go r"l, It'w'gs Ike that. We're reaIy 

00 the A,lisl. MlcrosofI was so mpressOO with 

tha SluIIlhaI we wrote !hat ~ BlCluaIy IicEInsed 
scme 0( the code back to kAcI no !he SO+<. 
So there's a bit of C*nalc code r"l fM!tY ga"TlB 

I~ gelS released for Xbox !.Ne" 

Beckwlth /i<"i:sl"18s It-. genI1IIlOII 'MIh ~ 

'l'm--th!H:l8St!' p,and ~'s not oYIII1y 

rrm::dssl. See, ~'s,r.lll..-other 09mOOSlratol 

tha1 CIfnal< has the Technology. Its ~ 
tsdl rTl9MS ~'s rtwW"lg roog-ttml. t:UcWIg for 

the Mao. And pa1 of !hat 18dl comes fron"l 

Rrvaky; not the ntelT'oll pIeyfgl1l11Q and pIayfU 

boIchog, but a wider sense that Ihs inct.Jstry is 

settng developer agcWlS1. de'veIopsr, <nl they 

need to find themseI.oes r"l the beSt position -

\..tich I"Tl!Bl5 cn:taOOQ led'!, and staing it. It IS 

a smart way 01 ~, the wat fofward. 

That's e . 'sdoso'lg thought_ as the road 

\f1) <:Waws to a doss wrth a Q..i8t steepy trarl 

nda home. Ctl. but Edge ahlcasI fo'gotc v.tlaI 

about Loss? Halfway back. Edge wakes ~, 

startlad:« reaise& ~ cen't find lIS haI, and no 
"~ ~ 

~t of phcrJe caI$ 10 DeY.fl8easley ril 
CiI"l bmg ~ back. ..=;-

0'9 
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~rovimft,ogjSistl1~sX~i~!(ost effective integration of graphics, sound and game 

one 

mechanics, but above all, for delivering the most enjoyable gaming experience of the year 

Metroid Prime 

Format: GameCube 

Publisher. Ninlendo 

Dev&loper: RatIO Studios 
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Yes, it hasl!S_, RY~. th!irn's"'''lXt'''m''II''''''' 
oco.no:::e 01 ploy ~ ~ n IN WirY <ne of tho t.pgI3(Ies. the 

gappIe t-ooi<. anMlS on the soane too late nto the ~<.Q The<e _ the 
""""'bt.gs VItich 1'iIMl, """",IN G<vneO.be's _, "" ~ nIoctoo 

Nnloo:bs hII1er!o o..atp'OOl ootIw1w>l. Then them's the scamar: 

!lI"ICO'..flIgi paym; to sca-\"""""""'lnI ~tmS IS M ~ YMI 01 

~ they .. ~ th(W erMorYnent 10 the fo.JIasl W: by rnal<ng ~ a 
req.&otmen! .. order 10 ~ !he!Jl'l"Yl'l, ft "'T'1icar'I ~ .. 
~_ Fa "'lanCe, fai to """" ...... of the bosses (east; <Ion!I n!he hffiI 

of battle. we asstXe jOU, arid bolrd to ~ """" 00 _ IN ~ 

SCinliro'J P'UOOSS ... n """"'"' ra1\.m). ard bocauoo JUJ won1 ~ agan, 

you'd belt ... ..,..,.... yoJco-rpIetisl t~, ~;; .., ~ po.nWe 

.....,..,....WI"""'INt~~~ tr.oughtholl'fTl'l 

Aro tha-fl CM be 1e.v,.,n;, won' reish !l.d1 ..... oppa,n"':\'. For OOspIta 

tt.e1~""'~)_"ladl!!::<:Ne,MeIroIdPml<io'ffJrs'" 

astcnshing ~ e><parienoo. 1rlOOOO, the linest Edge ~6r(;()I.I"lItn!d 

ttos ..-: tt's thofitt851 ~:9 b" Nintardo's ~Metroid 

francI'ise 11$ f_ roJd hiM tq::.ed for, nct.o:ing fM!J)' aspoct froo1 !ho 

pro:q.oeIs....tile 1'Iloo lI<iing some mtS!&M tv..sts 01 its <:NifJ . Hid aIltol.r;11 

ws boon said OOfool, ~S """"" poo1tOg rut again: lhs Os one cl the Ines1 

2D-!o-3D tnnsIOOns )I<I! oom. A s.rTVY stagga"n\! ~ 01 desO;TI ¥ld 

~ """'" tainI. Am a lttIo IIla1 ro gamor CM aIIc<d to miss 



Neverwinter Nights 

It could just DII Edge's~~klr·D..ngec:n& 
~. fJId .,.. ¥et"'..t"d> 1:1'1& 'Thd EdI:or rI* '-pn:Mded I to.r'(J 

...."....,..'-klr~Ngn. Or l)il'i1iii»'" """'1*11 n......-.g 

~ higtmll. MI¥».""'!Ia. .,..,...,.....,..... hi",..,.,..,.. ... 

~ ~ rJ,... ............. Or • a:U:I be ... ¥et n...nd'l Bo:!WanI '­

crn!t«I 0!fI1l!<!rlac» lhII_ abrdJIe _". .... n • ~ 01 ~ 

~. Majotle In !!le ~ ~Dtklnol"" ~~ i<IOeed 
• mo'"C __ be !!le ~ f<T a ~ 01 ~ to t!ect a OM ...t.:> C8'l edIpt 

,... ~ ~ (1'"1 the t,t I-IIcI\. ~ ooUd -' be !he Jact lhII !!le 

~~..,~...-.::a.n:oI~l'un_tolhe 

~rJ"'_I<XlIsilIan::lIhe_~~IC8'lbe.-J 

BA l)il'i1iii» n lI'I1lII''ItaII's' fooI's......,lO~ lOeI1;tI."""'l 
rOI r.c. 01 !!le 0IIllI1Jut's nIIJ>C)"ItIItJ for .,.. ~-=-aI1IIOIIIn:.I 

oI~"""'. nrl'fcale. __ "".--.I's h~"' . 
...... the ~ 12 monIhs oI....-s. '- prct«I..:::cn:! en, to ~ PrIma 
n Edge's-..otkln, 1'Itid1 ... ~ ~~. 

Super Mario Sunshine 

The long-awaited .--~_oISlJlerAe!o 
..,..to '-dMOId 0pIrUl, On .,.. tn two:! ~ In Itt::>se ""'" ~ to 
'- deoocIed traI tne goyne's rloin:Irify .-- to en, the besI platlomw1g oa""I 
_ • .omII1IOI1 01 <::1'trnII act b' IOtII;h tnn C8'l be re ~, On.,.. 
_ r.and. 1hInI1IrfI_ ...t.:> YIQl*:I ~ _1n'j'Itwlg, -. IIlI!I 

~~oI.1wld!U oI00giSrdlOml ~ ~ 

~ Edge OOoiInllillno_ C8I"I¥I 

1'/e',.o:::er1WIyl'Cll ~ ~~ by~_Wf1fn 
.....r.:t1~-=--,..a 1bcU-v_1lIIIbrn 1IlIo. 17,1-...,..,.. 
IlOl1 oI~_'IIlII __ ...-.gIy~OiMIOp8rapMkIm"" 

KjOJIOO8"'I. Ewn.,.. m..d1·""""'~"'-""_""to be 
desig>ed wth ~ \09tJC:;II scope. each tn 0IIei'ng • nUIltt.de of d!!..-t 

"'"'YS to ceg\," t*noel """'" s/lne. an::IlIboooe .. Jl'O'o'i(1rlg on 8iT>::>st 
....... d'$I~oIlTI<lrI>!IfltSlhII .. ~IO'!'f\.l . 9AWII ... ~to 
oc:noetII 'IIlII !IWII'" momonts 1hII.., .... INn gIOr'o.Js. __ ~ 

rwe's hOCWJul ~ Ill •• '" &..--. _, ~ 10 edr.eI 
~'sor'Of*30o..G1I). .'sd ~ I ~~ 

Format: GameCube 

Publithtr. Nintendo 

Developer. 'n·housa 

Anlmale 

Dead (It AlI~. Xtreme Beach VoIIeybaH (Xbo~} 

Grand TIIeft Auto: VICe City (PIaySta!loo2) 

Medie\ljlj Total War (PC) 

~era2 (PS2, Xbox. GC} 
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e.Mb!~he.tQf ~t~ Y~~o1l" ~ .. ,. .chad,,,, Edge', P,~i","' of ~ y~ 'eo 
one 

demonstrated an unmatched commitment to providillQ garners with the widest catalogue 01 interesting and en}oyable videogames 

Nintendo 
The raw statisticsseyul "'poWr,'~ 
/or rmsL Nrn...oo 1\11 """"""9'110 pnxU:e si:< \jIIfTIIII 

IIO:mg '""' ~""" ruI ~ tM r:1I~. No ottw =---AII8r~o.J.on .. __ .. rt's _ ' 

-..gIrd prod Icf .". ~)'OIO ~ MIIrCJd ........ , 

s...,... MIri:l ~ tnd ~~ P"'M"i!het 
gIrT'ffi can 1lI oiler ~ooreI rT'QIT'IIIfU and ~ 
to eat _ tn$ tan. Ard _ ......,. III bIImooo1 

NrC8"IOO's ~ to noproOOoIitS II'lIfif'**1t t.:>< 
ceI8Iogue on ~ W1l\::tles -..en _ TIle LfIgtIl'ld 01 ZetlII.' 

... LrI< to ~ FIIsf re &p Maoio AIMnclI3: \t>sI>Ir 5 

Electronic Arts 

'*"1. (.~ c.:t< 1Ud'Ikn:!~ 

~""""'lh!!yo::nl8n""""" ~""'rw:I 
1nI<-W(lplr)"lit, 

But ~ .. """!II'do's n.st$1Ol on rnMIIIOn O<f/t .... tao 

",*-_~-,,_o.-Jg.n 

~.~ .. ~lMIdf9.*Ul)' 
1_ GImIIPIIy ~ tteI nekI WEe oa--a 
~ ThtG8AInI<·\4)<lIIbIIIh&o;....,~ 

~ \0 ~ r-.QImIIlIIII' -...... Tht 

~ PCICJ" <XlI"'I"III'dI1nd n..-." -..gy., 
EUopeIll ~ bAn _ot_o..o..c 
1..-..00,.. t-.d no ~_,.._ 1"~ 

It's all tOO~IO_POII"lcX$.ItoI~~tcr 
6'T'l.III nsl/lOnro!9 aim. _ cl FIFA, Madc1en an;j ~Por.ir, But ~'s 

wc:rtn le 1.,W' IIl t'1at !tos IS""''''' ~ trot! t:to...g1t !tl8 IfIOOf'cI 
TIle Sms Ind 8fIcIr & \MIle -~ till moll generIC 01 o-r- In1eed tnI 

<X:rT"'*"f...uc:nl till .... 10 P'IXU:lI ........... ~ t"«I l ro:x mo&nItI 

IN ~ n ,.. fr.II p/6aI; ". (<.IDM ., is a t--.IO "" ~ of 
1IW COfTl*'1'f'I Cit4lU. Ind 118 c.my _ n __ propwtioooI. wr.t::fo, 

re. contn..Jed CMI( me pool 12~: MIdlI oIl1oyo-~. Freeks!)lle. 

Nwd kx Spged.' '*" P\i$ut 2 c-d 10 Rigtlts, So'rIay 4 .-.:I 0::rtrm.Id & 
Qn:a.ofr.~, n..._"'_rT"IOITl9nfSd~~· 

tow IIIISY I v..;U<.l _ b8fn 10 ItII\I on" 1..atI of .... RngI' Io8noI! 10'" 

.poece"'~ 

Ubi Soft 

Ubi Soft used tobe_(J.WIt mn:n~.jWmow,"" 
0IlI1'8SP01"6b1t 10r ~, But <MII tne 8sI ,.. «'s _ doing" ~ of 

~ \41. ~ IOme may 1lIInctl8tils toggng oIlhIl Tom e:aanc". 
~ tron'l re "'*""" ltC 1IllI ~ ... r.......:tlId I<l """'11,""" 
eIb'!s. Frcwn~c.h __ ~....., t'l(MllgICIgIO'y~ ID 

"_~cpsolRanbowSi>:;~&wIIJ.lb Solll"ll!llS oet...a 

Mity lm&. G'lost RIo::v> ., ~ • IhIl b85t ):bolt u..lIu"d"I game 

oesprte ~s cUnsy fr(">:1l11nd. Th& o::>rTl*"I"f'l d8asoon to p,.d!/l Capcom"l 

&8oI!t> at 1ft . 00 G8A _1IiIo ~....., P'tMdIIId gtImIn v.M IhIl 

1ornIt'l b.- RPO. PN 11le ~ oJ z-: A !.Ilk ID IN Pesl 

Einalists 
''''"''' Mkmsott -
< 058 

(Ninlendo) 
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awards 

J gnsh~ltlPsft(n gfe lhPoeve o~ae Year award is a testament to both technical artistry 

one 

and wilful creativity, rewarding those responsible for providing the broadest number of videogaming highs 

Tecmo 
Not everybody is!PO'Jto_,get, Dead or 

A6'II X!f07>e Beac/l \.tll>jtlaoI or ~ tt><I g(lm/ Its 

errvooos on IamlkI Iesh, 9Jl .......,!y tI"e ~taIIy 
~ dooq\ prrq)1es thal nIorm f _ ~ 

apparent. Esc!lfMng both the goai-(:<'le(llOO ond 

~ <IesQ"l sensbIolie'S that ctwactarise!he tmad 

mass of ~ <rod tho carrTlII(()IIj rrp<l(lItiIIoo; tf>at 

()oM!J \!>em. TO<:n'£l"'~ to CfOO1aa ~thI<I'sal 

M.XlUI1rier<!shp ond f(IIa:.:a t<;.n 'MIS "" :ri'rorabIe one 

mw's 1Y'IOffi, it was """"""-tfld by the ski "'th....ndllhe 

g;me was exeru:ed. 

".,...."..... IQ ~ cIa!;igl1Ja<l<OOns in tr>o rot ..... ! of 

o::nstruc:trIg rVN viSi<::ns 0I~, Alibi Ft8me is 

anc>Ih8> ~ ~ title trot ~ !he W:>IenI tone 
of ~ ............ to'I'O( ~tng nslBM n pa<licky 
d"8<;as Ind a more psydlOIogicaIy cnIr'Q __ of ,"""", 

But ~;; root;.m Bood! ~ that al".asts to Tecrm's 

Md ""*' this tendmcy t""""""" {~ cma.tiIIa 

~atlC<'l """"*' txI CO ' " i(II o:IioU9 ~ "' U (Mn 

rq,t. Tecrro al$o """"'9f.ld to Ind tine to ~!he more 

<n'MIn!U'al. thco;tt M 5ess ori<¥lbIe, Rygar Hires 
~ 1ha! lhe ~ CM ~"'-Ch an rneligBnt ond 

~ 0l.<Ip..r! """,tho r-: 12 mmtt>!;, AI1d hotu's 

~ i:>rw3tdto~~ 

Treasure 

Even in spiteofll>'lt""""",,,,,,,,,t:e:;i<J'l H E."~ 
accused of ~ ~ ~ degge 01 ~ iMlIIn ~ COi'TIOO to 
~","",""" And ~ S(l . All .. 811. thco;tt h~ lIr;11!sof1mcy oo-.'t 

aMays tt.m ma lhe 0T<>S1 ~ ~ !he ~ is amost aIoo8 

IIrl'IOrg ~ n poo;uing 1"II11gOJ\g • ..........-. ;nJ_al, 
oosyr>:ra\IC dooq\ I'lOb;ns wittl....rn a tJIator< ~ tor ~ bgIc 

Ths 'fOOl is no exc1lPt(:<"l'Mlt1 bolt> Ha,me Ne"","' The P(fl/nIJ and bu;;Ia 
OOmoostrnlng!tot ~s hIIIi'I'8I< _ o/~ ond play. 'Mlod1 ..... t 

...w.s Edge tma9Je ~rea.<o.re ~ more 

Retro Studios 

Regardless of the e>.1f,'r'11 0/ ~endo'srMW!rnent nM&troid 

Prrne"'~t, iletro'5 stan clea1y hasa~. ~taI 
o.n::Ie<$tarri'19 O! !too M8troid _, To 00 _ to I.4ld<tte tI'le _ in suet> a 

l'I'II!SterlU IT'¥I'I6r -~ ~ one O! me mosI ~ 2(J.-to-3D 

~ n~ rsstory - ~_oIga'fIe<lesigl f1ge'u1y 

Ito8 rTlOjCl<lty 01 ~ can <rly a-n 01 ~, Cn.oaIy, ~ r<QJ9S tI'le 

'or<:! o! CO<Iir>;J .",.,..-use ttm can"<lI bo Q8C!9d rtto a lIBTl tt>a1 (Iooon'\ 

possoss ttleabOltyn ttIe firs! poc.., s....., ~ "'"" NClwas takon. but 
....""toiy ttIe ~ 01 ttIe _ (;n:t by dIiIIhto1 !IglIfictn! ~ 

!leocisb'ls)~ tl \fl ~oIme~ t""",,_ And no other 

rutput this yeat IS ~. In f'mle_ the t..." has prodl.<;OO a p'>enon....-.aI 

~ O! ai9ctrcooc ootertaJrnent, 

.Wahsts 
CI;maxMo\~ 

""" 
Ninlendo Corporation Lld 

Rockstar North 

"""". 

TEcmo 
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~ aJlle~as ay. Thl DD QnuatJeen slla,Qfope;b~nX~o~es(ng the boundaries of exist ing gameplay 

one 

structures, through experimentation with interface design and the innovative use of input hardware, and by tinkering with established mechanics 

Animal Crossing 
It's not really ab<.U1he'o'la¥lhat ~ca1 
poslll<!m<; to eoc!l ottw "';!h!he so-rpIe coOO sym...,." 

CIUSing !he Int"'''''' IQ.N<IIenI of rn.t.H:oiolrOO ~ 

!t1ops to spr'ng '" 00 !onrns across !tJa W<!IJ. Ne< is ~ 

anTnlly to 00 with tho dottwl<;I <XJIocto\ (W the 'IMf !he 

game ~ yoo oo.ig> Y'»" """ outfits n !he sewing s/"op, 

pn::o.>::rIg a pxeI art ~ ~t.m In 0Jt n.....,. 
kid • has It1!e to do wiIh the ntegatrn 01 "" cam .-:\Ir, 
....nd1 t>roo.q>o: a physical ~ o! catch- ',yn-aI "",0 "'" 

oolrtll/vort .... WO<Id, 

and the srnat! ~ • ..- !he syst"'" clod<. and !he ntra­

!""" posuo system. and !he ~ nrdcm 8Iemm!s - /rid 

!he ~ the game ties th!!m aI togetll8r witI1 snaiI-~, 

ft is anew, ~ ffiia>:n';l 'NaIoI ~. thoru isor1/ 
so nu;h to 00 in EO:JeT<1Ml fMlry OOy, be ~ ~ 00 I t:Iio g. 

visitog tI"oI ~, <J nJ'Y'W'I9 peI1y emnds; bo..I yoo 
aI:>solrt ...... ~ WIlIIior !<;:m:;:o:rON.~? Edge ,,",,'I 

trwi< 01 a mere -tr /Iroe'SSbIa ga'TlIl. and that ~ is yet 10 

~tl E~ .. 1ta<lu!1lIY~ 

The rooson Ar*naI Ctossfog is Edge\ G1mepIay 

""""""'!lOn 01 the "... is a ~ 01 allhooe thirgs -

Neverwinter Nights 

It's increasingly commonplace lC<pc~to 
ItroN n !to" ~ tools v.toIn ~ Ia\asI op.&'l .nps to stCfflS, ., 8 

bo;j to S!<NG 011 ~ r'I'IOl<b:rity t>t CO<.rti'>g !he mod rorrm.rn,'. 
C<l<Urly Bi<:Jv..a-e's r()\!he Irst ~ to hawst.d1,.., Kloo., and tho 

"""'8 tcdset is rlO! !he Irs! Sldl WO<Id blaH. ~ is, ~, ~ed 

,., Its """" ~ use Wld ,., its """""tJIiIy, BOowa... hiI$ Ef,9\ gone"" la- '" to 

aoole a tootget ltla1 evoo E~ ca-> ~ 10 ~ wrth; one ltla1~ ~ ~ 

tasn<:nI1g 1ho 100$1 t...soc (pet!~,., E. 'scasa)dIgeoocrnwlOfthe 

""'"' rnJ!l-1aoe1ed persISl<InIlOOI'Id, AI1d bv!adlta1r1g OM ~ <YIthe 

1IV~o ~teb' allld<: 01 programming sI<J:s , ~. ~t(O' 

Nq;ts ~ does oIt8r,.., in1nt9 g<>'T'IiroJ va"'GIy, 

The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers 

Film footage in ~"OOlonge<arrewp/1enooler'a1, 
yet (IOI"'W5 ""'" ~ 1ICCOSI00Ied to poOOy ~ed ctp; 5tnI>­

tunBd into\l8<flOO '" 1lf1d.oI_ "'"",*, EA\; ~ useollhll 
'L<ro 01 the Rings' Iic<o;;e dvgod althat , Using bOO!ogoe tern the Irst I'M> 

IIms ,., the Irkqy lhe tide eieganIt,' oegues from DV!) """II"'Y to n-g<rn9 

SCffieS with ...-pOOtlOOnted MlStry, The t8dY"oqoo elIoc:WeIy _ ... a 

dooenI ~ into SO'T'oe1hin\j txJ<dero;j 00 the~, From Wea!hf:I1~ 

loHelm'sDoopIhll~hiI$~~"-JIIckson's~oI 

ToI<im~ MIdOO-Eann ~ I1"ffi e;:o:pettisa, A host 0I1.ri:::d<ab1e DV!) extras 

rcuxt 0« a paci<aga 1N.t COt''P'e/'Ieo ~ sh<.>Ns ottw d<M!Icpoo; how 

to (I!'I1hII n>OSl out <Aa Im blnc:e, 

Eternal Darkness (GameCube) 

The MaJ1<. 01 KrI (PlayStatioo2) 

Zettai Zet$l.lmei T05N (PlayStation2) 

< 060 """. 

Format: GameCube 

PubHsher. Nintoodo 

Developer: In -house 

Format: PC 

Publisher. Alati 

Developer. BioWaro 

Format: PlayStation2 

Publisher. EA 

Developer: In-house 
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arvards 
one 

aesthetic that stands on its own merits, regard less of new gaming hardware 

O.TO.GI 
It's getting tO thas:age"""",,~,..., 
~ parrty """'" ~ CO'TI8S to tha tactnicaI ~ 
of ~ ~onscmm ard ~ tnem t.p 01 
pretly visualifklds. Ironicat,'. 1tIol.Q'l, ltlis maI<as ~ Ii'>'M 

_for garne.s to S\!nl out frt:n'1 thW ~ by 8dop/n;l 

., ru"""'t~ ()( e>:p&"'mental ... att'Ittw.c. Gi>"rffi II<e 

O.m,G!, lCfexM"de_ In a~ that :' ..".,., Blot of 

~~ oolheCfli -shadirlIllHlcrwagm'Mlh 

vao:y01g ~ '" so..o:oos, From SoItwarus <istrctiYIt 
~ $l)oi'Ig rrey be too Sl.t>I:Io Ior some 10 ~te_ 

El.-: .... tead o! d>c>osing !he easy ~, 0. TOG! 
~ sets aboU "'-1rIagrwlg a dassoc P8IIOd n 

Japan . Jlf'IIIli<:a' hostery. an:;! """'" so t>eautifl.ty. 

~ does SO try I.UiSi"Ig ~ ard origi"Iaj d'Inct..­
d9sig"t$; by Ieeto.ri'>g a I::rea!htaI<i>;l ven!It'f 01 ~s: 
by creath,l i:Ios'\<'Oatlc spe.:;es; ard by ~ 000le 

pIJse~ set-~, !<OOJe"'!hol.Ii;;\ 0.. TO.GI'!; 
5rQ.MIr __ 01 w;uaI style Ms soomIe6sIy with !he g<>'T'IeS 

~so.rdtrad<ard iIIdl:9CIlr.11 ~ ~ 

craddes as rT\:YU'I'II!It\aI 9<y dagons bristle CM!Ihead; 

ch!r'ry t:t:>M<m petals I\ItIfM' to 1h!! grc<nd "'rh metaIc 

dwne!;; <iseo'rD<ded 'o<lices lead Rako ItTo.Q'l the gloom: 
dI'T _ mntJIo beneath hos sv.<>'d wittl ,.., eanI1y booo1 , 

SnWr:u.O,TO.Glisa~~~ 

Ikaruga 

It's a sad reaitytha1toom<n;~~tt-.-v.tc:>.to.Ad 
rI/IiIIy krow bOOi'<J GalSiOOr 20 g<nW>,I to 00 rlIiw"IOr 10 the ~ 
..-.ety. An ai:&.<1j 0l.Itb0I<. catai'ly, ard tI'I!ridIJIy softcos su::n M Trf.'>.ISI.l'e 
_ sill ao.n:I 10 th;N; the w:rl:j _ C3"I be a::h&Yed IM!hin two axes 01 

~. StJ. ~ k!$.JeIs alide ~'s. PI 10 ..... bv;lo also sh<vrrQ 
rar IfICf8 ambitious pro,octs mm far __ rutMs .. tha ""'-"!I SIaI<os, ..re 
~....ttrlg tho IIis<JI!j mtsol1h8'M11Ca1 ohxJI ''''''«>. 

,om t-ow. W1 WiMl ot......,..oIfI1tsllessor1 ",~<.:hroct'" ard 

.'n.cnr'" <lesIg"I, thei" ~ crly "". ~ed by spoc1al= - players 

..... liI<oIV to be rar too ~ """ ~ !hair ship !trou:Jh Iho 
soilirrn 500 of p,ro:octnos Md _ lire. ",., gruphcaI t<>l.O" 00 ftn;e ,. !TJ8S tho 

0I::l (ard ~ \OIdoo!}<rnII- cIc:hfi. YIII «s rnrW/ -..ad as ~t 

Panzer Dragoon Orta 

Sure, it's probably_.t~. !OP'Qd.Ioe~ 
d<Ipc!.OnJ 01.., \OoOIIOs f!he 8ct>:Jn is ~ by ~ !he ~ 00 
",..., BuI CNfJ( the pas! 12 ~ thin! "'" Jew Q1O'Y'I8!Ilha! _ matdi8d !he 

<Iazzing ~ !hat Ms seII-~ IP'" rno I'urlzw lXag:>oo Ota. 
CM3r the ga-no • ...-.ort span, SnWOI has ~ to ~ st\.O'ri"Ig \Oista$, 

'Cf~!tlS tlrd 8bstn!cI spao;::es, -tl ~ by ~ her\is 01 strange 

boosts. ~ aioOOme t>ehemJ(hs, er 8gtaIed 8Ien <.nil, K. """"" "' _ 
Microsoft had ~ an ao:Mlr! tC< the ledncal ~ d l!lo Xbox. 

A ~ e-.ectIve one at that. 

Gio Gio's Bizarre Adventure (PiayStation2) 

Metmid Prime (GameCube) 

Soper Marlo Sunshine (GameCube) 

~. , 

Foonat: Xbox 

Publish"", From Software 

Developer: In-house 

FOIlllat: Dreamcast. GameCube 

Publisher. ESP 

Developer. Treasu", 

F<><mat: )(box 

Publisher. Sega 

DeYe!ope(: SmllebH 
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~MmQA;;wro is given to the ! eogame that boaSts the h'9bt quality scfta.ck 
one 

and effects, and the most effective integration of these with the core game mechanics 

Metroid Prime 
Uke Super Metroid l»llcnl..Fmle"""" 
la...". cmOro!laII ___ b<!f<n> the game Dtognt. The ~ 

IC\"M'1 ~, .... 01 PrYne's ~ meir::dc ~ 
_~.......o::ck:re"""~_ 

~"'~""""-trel._~ 
~-QUlil:f. 
~_ ... "..".1tW11!-. rresIertJ _ pIIc:emInt 

01 trlII"'TOLogo::' mo<,. So m..d>.....n, The~ ~ acne 
~ has beilnO'ell.ted as ~ IJ'Id ""'" asm..d> 

en. ""'" ocr.. et '" game" ~ IIIJP8(:ts r..t)t 
~IO~ Frtm1l'le~ nwu..,.-.sbc IQ"" 
...-.y., weop::In tcu'I(I, Ih8 ~ 01..-. ~ 10 

O.TO.GI 

1he0000000000000ot ......... '~ ..... jd lJO.,tnd 

~ ~..-oos 10 fe'M)II<aa 1nl t.p:;IfItad 

c:\a<;/;O:; MtJIto(1 iI<XlffiS. Atnt'll IlUJO ~ worI<S 

~ "oor;.r<:Ilon """'.". QIIrr8's_ 

......... roe! ~ ~ ITIICNnC IO.-...Iop 1I'Ie ~ 

"'""'" 1I'Ie gII'I'W's __ ~ .. lh!I ""* c:u--.. 
.-.:I<:O'MICI'"9 ........ EIIge ,..~" ..... 
PBStt2~, 

/J.s with aJI 1J&'I"II61h11 sta'"Oo..I;/of' tt.- ... ~. l" ""').ItI 
the rT'8odc IJl<ceIIroe 01 \tie ~ <7 IhII !8Chr"oI;eI ~ IYlh _ 

IIitIIJ"Oj elIects.., .......:eI ado ~ '*'" ~ 11 0 m.G/ 1hII 

~-~"-,,,,"""-"'I'_~ No.IN' ..... 
~ ot a re G/ _. c:arr-.IO ICU'"d • 1I'Ie 1Oe)''' YItICIl .....,. 

aoroc~ _~....".....,.0Iher "PlCl0I ttIII 11"""'. 
rerrIcn::'rg a _ 01 ~, ~. ~ ot $lIIOB ..., landing • 

do1ImallC pa<lI""Og 10 tI>t 8CIIoo. """d _ It WOIong a ~ satISIyr!g 

<XII1OOPIX>n 01 ~.IIIW!. 

GTA: Vice City 

Any game capableol~th&CD_D1_..::t1 
lIS Kale eu.n, .".., HIr'rtn8r am Kim WIOI 08 III rd>! Dy Edge .... truth ~ .. 

rwcty ... n;,r.ous trd< ~ IIC8ol68d m..eic en 10. CO. b..I Rod<stIr 
roAd ..... DeW j'.dIod /of'dIt4'niI.."._~~ 
QllllImI!. Fttm,.. tql..-.;w.,.-4l' _ CIf~" 'AICme 10 .... 

iIW'IguDnJ.a ~ II'ICIIIprYrq CUIng 0ww'S 'J ..uQ DIe! n)OS _ 

TOo"iqlI , GTA' \o1c» 0Iyt nocnoato:'I ot a ~ ....::rId ~ to troll I:rtIrC 
~tQn 01 • fI.J'I'lbor ot radio SIabOnS. CloioJn;i ttooo.qll~, 

~crtylO'Qock,e(t'sTIwnl' •• r\"lCIOO:tf'~~ .}QI_ ...,.10011 

Colln MeRae Ralty J (Xbox) 

Medal 01 HonQr FlOnlline (PS2, Xbox} 

Et....al 0arI<nna (GameC<.Ibe) 

< 062 

Format: GameCube 

PubHshe<: Ninlenc\o 

Developer. Retro Studios 

Formal: Xbo. 

Publlt t>v. From Soltw.,. 

Developer: ',,..Il0018 

Forma1:PS2 

Pu~is.hllf: Rocksta. 

Developer: Rockstar North 
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For ~b pedal to the metal and extraCt~e.ery last ounc§tnn'Calmi$h~ clil'fent crop of gaming 

one 

hardware, some developers are capable of delivering the most technically sophisticated instances of the medium 

MotoGP 
It's a damngoodNCl'lggwnl_"'_ 11 ... 1>11 
r:J I '" 01 PIOPII_ 0I1y,.. brdlNl OL.C. _ 10 

Vo::JteoII's '''''*In 10 \Ill • drr'o) 0I1N gre .. ,. 
....- to tuy '" lQx:oc LM __ DId<- Arol_ • 
..,., ""*=" It'« _ IN &ql!~ ~ dc::wr..: 

... aftIlftd. '-~ tor lCbo< .",. tr«"""'" 
DroId>In:lIllCllOlo'WlOt ...... ~ ~ '*"""lI 
..-.010 '!>OQfy sOlI MIIlfl\II k:r rrdOm -.... CIIlIXJt'*U 

(7 to IIII't C(I a ~ oame WIt'l • ~ 01 tw'OI_ 
~ _. Gemes IIl.IC!\ 85 GI!Dst RIi::G'l fI'ON I'QN 

IW<l ~ IS to 11"1 ~~, If1d tnI 0T(>0I\In0I 01 .... IJI ., 
aw!rig • .,...oame ~ no! ~ ~ 

Street Fighter Alpha 3 

SIll ... 1tIII'I rarr<.I'*'" to !tie II1t: 1Nl! OOM en 
bttw'O!he frtrCend. M::lfcGP's Ne!: COOl .. ~ 

~ let 1'-nctl_.*-"9C(1IO 16~ 10 

..,.~ott._ "~""~_oI • .,... 

....-..,.....,..MIhII~~,oI~ 

tu ttrww'l • 8DIId rDcaIXln cl IJ!III'QN good e. 
poogoa .0. IQ ""'*I" ('s., McraIott's o..<l ~ 

M'I t;:ided tie ~ lM code t.::k rfO r,. SOl<. 
~ trat CIrnax'!; e!!orI!I ..... ~ ail !I.UnIlQx:oc 

\.New... ali:trQ!ItJ.Jt@ to its~. 

If the handheld ........ aI~,_lgood-'r(lIlO 
nnm hOil8ltJotcn..tlll."" .. ~aI~3~""'" 
.... ...wgh--.kI'-'P'PIr-I _1f1d_1:*>< 1I:lr1N_<:t 
2003 .... beyond _ ~ SIrI« FO'>IW'" 00IAd _ -"'Cl - fast. 

\rcuI, If1d ~ 01 fM/6'I ......... IN! ..-,... ~ ~ ....... 1l.CI' • 

~ In IacI, tt .... good. ~ 01,.. .,..,. .. '/00 DCUO rope 
IOlC1'*4on~I'oOmI...--n. _~,.. __ ~ 

......, . ..-dorfy~ __ lOh~ ...... ot ..... Gomto 

8a\""""""" .,.,...,. 

Burnout 2 

Anyone questioning Burnout 2'5 I'd..-cr1 hn 
_ ~ IIh 8I"ICChw I;)ok M".,..,.'s ~_ ~, WIt'l 'IS 

FIoro:lorWin~, CrttrlOn • '*-I**llhrl ""'*_ ~ ecmIOI 

10 t;<pCIIJ'Ig till PS2 .. a-c:!'IIICtIn CUI IIW _1 CIIIr'.ct tern 1I'e 
~ tlCl'nClllOYa'lCIrI'lIrI_ ., _.,.. ~. good lOOk: 

Iho! Ird'\ <;I fie ca' rT"IOOIII, "" IitII.fICIIrC1t 0<"""'" ~. <:IO'"Q, _ 

!lXWlnnCllDI~dNI. ,.,.~~ ......... ~ 
DlhllB<tInIS.1f'oI~1Ind rogN __ . _,..~ <;I., 

1nST'a\lI1C.....-::rtIII'I modi...., Pro L.ogoC I ~ ... ., ~ 
001'", __ PId<IIQI T~. WI'f __ '-oomI",-104cn 

Scny's""""'" ~.,... . 

• 
... ID 
5upM Monkey SaIl Jr (a.m. Soy AdY...e.) 

TimeSplittera2 (f'IaySt.ltion2) 

Fonmt: ~ySt.ati0n2 

PubllV-. AccIUn 

~ CrttMon GM\es 

two 
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enhance the possibilities of the videogame medium, competition for this year's Hardware Innovation award has been intense 

Steel Battalion controller 
Edge is still R~Io~l:>/lI1eoor'olr<.lk!h81 
MS "' M oII">ce, t1lkn;j <4l mtJr9 sp!ICe than !ha ~ PC. 

C8J;Jo::rn suety ~ e>+>eCted to IMke a prolt frm1 !ha 

thng? Probabty not. 8u! !he <leYice IW1S Capoom rrudl 

ku);)s and """"""Is lIs rwne as II1e h<vtlcmI ~ 

co-rparry at a'Oic8 Al a trno """'" roost oU'"olr ~ 

wem ~ naTbtmsard ~ st~f>'t'9f 
~:Ml poo:;U:1, Capoom made Stafi BllfI8bo. A t;g 

~ (j!I<l"Ie lI1at costs £lX1ard ~ b!rdOOv.;1!la 

f:Nf1( 40 button c:ootroIers and pedals. 

The KIoo. was to """",le the Iitmat8 rro:::t> SO'T'Uatc< 

n !h8 tuna, and Capoom 00IYemd The tud ~ .. 
(jC(XI, v.<th tre exoaptbn ot the 1)98< Iewr v.td1 fools l'lOlaH 

GP32 

and bo1ttle The pOOaIs ..... rasponsioo ard !h8 bl.(tons 

ard swrt"'- _ F_ Pn:>9 trrIs for /ICUt$. ....,. 

~'sll\..ethatu-.eQa<'r"leIt$(Wl~frr:rnscme~ 

0e0sq1 pn::t.Iems, rwneIy pc:<Y AI and "'" """, . .-..", 

cro preso'flted WOOlS, the oontroIer ." .. ,mad tho 

~~ TheStatl~S<qJOflOOaI<no. 

~te W1!h IIastwlg ~,...., ~ rOiS8S, is .., 

~~~, ~Capooml'ol 

~ a S(4.I8I to take beII~ a.::Mln'.age oIlh!! <XlI"IIl'OW 

this cor<W'I9 ~, 

An open-source~ W:lh poMlr!oJ sys:em specs aod a 

w~. ~ U'lIlI'base. the GP32 ""'" OOM 00 a -.JUS """ 10 
the Game Boy M\.anc<t, but rts last ~ It>8 <::to<:e b" \tie pocIo;et 

hardco"e CornroortiaIv!l<MllqJOO ~ ~ _tew and 
fa" bell'.-!, but 1tJem am piof1ty at I"<m8t:<$w eIIorts to ~, '*"".I 
W:lh MP:l ard """"" pI;Jyets. 8\A •• the ~""""" v.t;d1 r8ety 

~. 0I'Iemg ~ for (""""'"'9 0Ihers) PC ErY,Jn8. Spocm.m, 

C64, NES ard Game Boy """"", The W<lIk-n~ So.(:>ol< FIJ'l'OC(Im 

<ilTJ.JatCl" CU1'8I1l1\" cdy r\nS a1 a h<n<IIU 01 """'" per sec:ond. W f Iho 

~can~~to ~~~_lI1esystem 

""'" becx::me absr::tJ!eIy~_ 

GBASP 

You can argue lhsshcU:lha\"'OOmtho~~otthe 
G8A for as b">g as ~ takes to carpleto Ao\omc8 \'oWs, buI: ~'s crii<Ei}' 10 

ct'iaflJ8 hs:ory. EQuaIy, you can _ le<" ~ to Il!Ieas& a scratd>-proct 

metaIc ~ with a I\eeodphor'Ie jad< 1tlJded, Or ,00 oa'1 pr, ItiB tw>:IleIa 

ga<I'W'Ig CC>'I'IDJ"ity roN: !he SP .. here and t (mostlyl "'- """'t ~ nooos to, 

Assl.ming ,00',. not the pa:.a-n type, v.MI ,00 '- hem thw"I is a GBA 
,.:>u oa'1 play Of) ItiB earl< r~ yoo <100'1 rtw>d Ihe oUa In! eI'fllCI of !hi! torllQ'1ll, 
1ha11its comIo1atiy n t>ggw p<Xke!s, doeosn'l r&:p1! <lo'"<lltw pod<et for ItiB 

~ of spere AA t:>!m""""" (':to.lgh. ",~, 6-ding a sockat wh8Il 

'" me r\'Q.'e coo,;o pwe ~~, and ....rose attlllCtMl 00Sign v.c 
t'q>e~ ~ a __ ~ 10 plYlwiTh £90,~" r<>t pe1oc\ 

(ItIB voolic! is st. CUI '" thosa shoUder ruttcns) tJuI ~ .. Ihe G8A of cnoice. 

Gamo Boy Adva nceJGameCube link-up cable 
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Sometimes there are awards that just dOfl't fit into neat categories. Here, then, 

are some 01 the other highlights, and lowlights, of an eventful 12 months in videogaming 

Best use of a licence 
The Lon:I 01 the Rings: The Two Tow.s (PlayStallon2, EA) 

TwoLa<3otlhllAllJS QIII'I'lII_~"~ o..._l~ "-~ _WOI8:Wg..-.:l pa!h8IIC.-.nIIIOI\ '-~_ 
km EA no. __ 1I'III1II«IOI1_ .... t:Iocagea.>d~,..~ _'*""-l. buI h~ -.0 0'IW'0IgId !O~'TaIIo:Jwl" 

..--se by ~ .1OIluIt1llliCl< 'n' _..,.,.,.... '*'r«J...-" ~d~~ ~ AcdIrn goIISlOh PIbfIII'IIIf b" 
-.ng 110 .....0. I!IIIIYt 0'1_ CWd 10...,. '-_. IIIdo..- J:U'I'I8V or-> a 8agi!n:j 

Posthumous developer -
TI-e S9'S wen. a'l'W1CIUS I'ItJIIn Rage ~ .... IIr'C:II.nl tlm on MniI c:e..ct BecloNms IWniI k> a gkII OCIitiM. Tht \lIfflM PIIrlorr'rokl~' Then 
.,MadaoooA ~oTqJt say~_.,..~ PJI .. rrseggsn<:ne ~114&rl< """'hFbd<yk*'Oll981 DIICM\ ~ 1Nl 
gIII"l'8l11lft'1ld in !tie crerts. RagesOlfl-.._ .......... ~ U OI,lIp.I_begrrinQ to ....... Tht991»" ce"I!~~_. 

IO.&liiI e!b1..-.:1 Nr1t MI:Nt1b ,' .,.." S4S ~ .., -'Y""""""" ~ bolt! _ .... """"?' ., ...... -.", In !he '-Vu9 

Surprise of the Year 
Rocky (Xbox, P$2, a.m.cube, ~) 

,"-'-"_I30~IJII"I"good c:. .... , ,.. .. __ .30bcaonggl!n'l!l_good. AsflOOl"l.tI'I& 'RocI<y' IIWr1eU"ll"~ 

IfCIUIoTIOWjOJ' .. .,Ior,-. buI __ •• ~..., t>'I.IlII_1I'"rI:II.9l h......-RocI<y' wcrtd n..".COIQeOlllOlllnv. 

......,...,.... Al. bUllhII .. 1O 1D<9'I""'" ..... ..-.:1 ~ '" ~ modi con bot Aa.,.,. -....1hII""""'" r.d 10 _n !Oo'<eI f\ 

Biggest Disappointment of the Year 
sr.,. : The Time Sw.eper (Xbox. s.g.,) 

~ was rr-u to 5Iretdl1ht boI.nOInes OI~, '*'" ~ ~ 1nl W8'll jO.I __ . SIll. me 8O..fXl GI'ecI ~ 

"" ~ Tadit)' was ~ NO. hfIng 0'1 !toM was ~ \00. A CIIrr<! III El = promisOO m..dl but BIm:.-ded l(llld In ""Tatr9 ~ 018 o-ne. 
n.:w. -.:0 ...... ....,...l0II8I. OUI poot" 8:I<fICI.AO"I ~....o&rmnIId It>os~ ~ Segas~ ~ matOOI. 

Gaming Industry Event of the Year 
EdgetGame 00' party 

Held anong 1hI-,.1OOIIOp gIttIIn of ... ~ CeroII !ha Edge< Gon-. 0>' bast1 was 1t'r<IWI le> _Itw o.JIInj ~.,g ~ 

o!~ __ lIII01""'-~ IOIJII~""'" magoc n:l<s.c::r-hllll...-ltlr<lJslry~rooPllf ~ ...... 
ongnoI tarn. ne. _ ""*' gooO ___ h~, ~ ,..,. .. ,.. too c:IMr",r defned.~. ~ .'S __ !'ICe to IDrgII MlCJUIIN t..ue 
o.-~.-....... 

VapoUlware 
Galleon (Xbox, GameCube) 

TI"olIOWlrelly<:rito.OOW_ TDOyGlrdlpr-...,.,...,.... Ctl, 1OI'f .... ·rer.::t ~toCIII t IhIl Or ~RIoosr.......ntf'ol1 N.:IMCh 

....., -.:.... 8 gI8I'I'I&. ~ l1OOO lOO. No .....,., ..... ". Id ..:rted !IOO..I: Ihl.. TOOy. but ~ OWl .... gill gI8I'I'I& I*lAIIN b:1:IlC:Cmng 

OOstabMa'O'\o.-hModcll EarsI: '*-~Ww •. s.:rn.tmI" IN ne><l12~.....::U:l baroce 

, 
" • • 
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E dge rTI.ISI W«n you '/'ON . .k1>I as a Il'UMt.oae cl 'T1atic8 

L.::J"" ha\~ ~ I:I1ec e>a;t.6Ion of NIGHTS Ifo-n the 

Sat:.m ct:t6ctO"sle.:l:l.O'e. !rry artde ~ ill the coIIudor's 

SCIlfl'II'lMMlg IlfCIU"d tro SNES v.ol !'>';)\ feaIt.re Sww M!rtl 

\'\tlrt.1. Nor,~, ZeIda. A Lilk to !he Pas' W'tlIe those 

all ~t6S th.:It fX"'I self resoectoJ giI'l1eS iIxa'y $hCUd ~ J1 

prideofpl;y.e, theynot 1T1e~lQlhacdklctcr''8 
scene et> rtvy lM'yfa:\<:Ytr,;any a UI< !\ltaief$' 'I';'Q'rotrO 

$IlC:Im ¥Id ccr> be ~ for IiUIe !lOt! tr91100se 

c:talge . .A/!hc:II.VI the ~ WI8S IS ~ IIiTPi aIJOuI 

rncHIIary ,aIue. ~ ,..fI8YitaI::je therI me ,,'OS! dastat:ItllitlBs 

!at:ch Il1e tIg1e6t oo::es. 
CoI8I:!abity~ 11 ~ yaltej~ the 

"""te&-w.".. ~&I of desirabolty, 1I;lI1ty .;nj (J.8Ity of IVIY 

~ g;.uoe W"d (IS""'" tdes hII $:XlI'8 riIPY 11 aI 

tI"Jee dlro!ie categOOe$ thiJI aeleQllIed in this saies. 1hJ 

SNES ttvo.w ~ iI P"ObiIlm J1 ttoallhe ~ cA g:<roas ttral 

score ~ In ~ warttl'le'J8" rare. The SNES is 
~ream In:! as SUCh, SO"I';''- of ~lt btIes ~ 

p."ISl. !he geal ~ <l'9itw a<Xj far beIweerl. If !hn 

was 11 gea! ~ 10 be p/I1yY<J, ~Ul tal the ~toon. 

po.vw and pooIoge IQ get( « to the I"I'IlIS!lOS. So, rtri:aIy, the 

SNES. tt>a ~ cJ ~ 9l.C:C8!IS.. rwnai1s ~ 

II1d ~ 11 tQ'ITIS 01 ItS; cdoo;:tcr's 1COO6. 

N;w'h aI NirI8ndo's past ~ trill twsIory otthe 

~ Nnerrl:>tlas ~ ...... QX.uner"(Sd Jl pm. ~'s O'V:I 

of the less im'rest"9 pwt$ d. NirIIendo'e IYslcry b9cau<lE;. 

iO &::T,~.!he~!Xl afflo8I ~ 11gI'rt, or 81 

.Iaast ~ Them/.ml I"IO~ ~ern.n 

1TIaI8Idaogered theUleol~Sf'd,~. 

Nf\laOOO t'IQCIltfltasto:: games \t'oaI r.> beauI,tll'r ~ WfII.. 

bra1doc1 SiIk!~. ~ Nrnenctc WJ5 e ~ 
gOlSld for rew ~. 8I1d ~ rrD"I'! than wy OthOr 

system. pIayOO rost 10 the roost ~ t,ipOa(\l$ oIlhe 
fNnoos serie6 __ 

5nyEr\I Mya"ro.?tO r>JJ "~ tlIS 20 O'a't a'1d Ihe 20 
~ and aesllletC w,pe:eo i8SS of the haOwaIo8 

~t:uad gMIetS that. today. !eel ~ Sf'd seIf-

8SIlI1!d J1 oortIasI: 10 the32bt ~'s snaky, ~ 

EBti cJtemgs. In a SEfl:Se Sl()er Nr'llW"dO. ~ n 
./ap!n. ~ \tie rr.aors!lliYTl ~ of It19 20 

WfI'I cl ~'9 In lhe ne><! liloo oIlM,j.A-on. ~ WId the 
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lit, ::"dId ;; aM: 72 

Prototype 
1hIn WIn a tunI:ltr ('Ill ~ !or IIw Super flJTllCOfTl, 
~ o/1Ilem made try NintendD UeIf. PmbabIy IIw InOIII 
Ia7lous 01 hwn _ IW1 -'Y Mane IIIW"' rtrr.IoQd in 3D...ng 
Modt 7. ~ ... 3\j111(11t1a11he _ ac:rapped a. 
IQ l1>li harI.tNerIIlm~ and -" on to ~ Ma<ic> 64. 
n", wi!:Ietjo koowo there ill • 911 per C*\1 .........., SllrFf¥ 2 in "",is!""""" ___ ...... , 1lOI1eMtt.ca... __ 

shown 11\ a US gIIIl* e><hbDon ~ I t.. attemp\lld to 
steal the cart (he _ ~ and dlIIIQId\. The glmOI_ 01 
~ lignifanoe as rt _ttw (1(tty tllle 10 .. the St.- i.., 
FX2~, n.. ......... EPflC)MCM8~'OStancebuldl5'< 
UIii<eI'y that hy!_"':!"l~!:'I~'}r; ~n~:£:t~ 'h" ' 

YMi Ifvt woro pE!IO;lM!d IlI"d PIIl)'Id ~ to d'e"Qe 
00mabcat)' am.:.&! bIr;cJ'ld '9OOgI1diOI1. &per NoIeodo was 
It"e rr.eI Dld<rak J1 20 yeErS oI.lap(J1eoo 2D~, 

In ~ $fJrl!II&. $&.(l8r ~ was n-e hI 0"IaICJI'~ 
seq...er the IXU'try I'a:l .... Mld ~ d'Joioeol ~ v.tIIe 

~ ~ today's .... em~. was m.dIsma'Ier 
t/Q"l bXIay's blJgog ~ ~_ AJ; w::h. CMJi!'r 
g<ITI&S _ h.Jge/y ~ a"d Iolq1t f~ alleundl. 

Fo!mer Edv- adIlcf Juon BrookM. ~ at lhetme n 
'A/Qlde' maoaz;roe. oomoared the COIllJMIl~ sedate 
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BoIIIirIIor lilt ~ ~ I&. prtdlclab/J. ... ~ ....... nwrv '*'~ coIIKl 

». ....... .-;..01 ""~'~"'Iof"" ........ """'" --

ku'1d1 cl N64 Z8t1a 0:::whI cl Tme W1Tl'1 1901 s A /..tl{ to 

!ne PasJ S8'M\ y6<YS elri&; -0.. ~ fa'I, \M'o'O tailed 10 

bag I!. CtJVJ cl A Ld to rm Pas! 00 tte ca;. tQOi\ ~ 0"1 

a /I1(nj v.ro had b)' 1O'dWlg t;,s tu-. b ttlII gan:l. AI9o. 

If1 1992 . ....oen trIO fii'II) nstarn:JnIlI'\ !he ~ Q.o6St saga 

• 
was reIBaood. a ~ cl ~ 2JXXJ tw1s ~eo patie(\Ito; 

0l.lSde ooe ~ SlOItI, tte Ire ~ it, W<If tI'J:'cvj1 

~~'s stroolS for In ast~ ~~. Us 

cMfR:U't to see N(rt(n:b roll. 00 dO og SUCf1 tISIlflItY IIQlin no 

rna\tt'I" t'ON good tN.t g<lITle. ' 

Pa1 cA !ha pOC1Iam b;" k.diIysa:t&cta IS M;.emoIO-Ial 

The ~ avtJiIIor hivj sud'I v.ondwide fImt aod 

prosIlgI) thalal of NI'$rtl's gooItISt .l-\'X)U90 QIWTIIl5 _ 

!h9 mosl ~ a'1bOp.l\oo ~ 01 si tJlW. ¥Id 

NfVendo p.$lBd tnEm wth all1S fIruloaI Wl!!I/Tfo.. ~ Neo·CiIIo 
atol</'oM1lor ots 2D I!;tdEL"s <Jld SaI\.rJ IQ" lIS Sh:JOter'S. IhIn 

~ F1nlCOITI1$ oster1SbIy aI at:o..t ~, a. 
1I"6'B _ ro kroWd reIsase ~ Mm? ~_ E...,., 

c:oIec:abIa was su.::h as Ctro<lo Tngger scid <:Nf!I 8 mkI1 

c:ot* n~ So. if ~ IS r.vavmatdlad bot~: 
v.tY:n:I O:les !he cdecla go? 

A launch to remember 
A 16b1t Nnt\ll\Oo SfSIOOl troboorJ MorrgoifIg ooo:::em of 



Hroshi Yarna.odlINa..'s ~! _ Wd he I'I8l) , ~ 

reci.I:le the ~ FIIIfIl<;(I'l"; /lIiI tU to l"fl)CI'V"C cost;. 

He !'lad CClI'.'dkWlIId Mas.7y\I<ilJlln""" MO ~ FI&O 
tMlicIl2 tellJT'i at sone trre on It'e 1aIe- 8'Js to begin 'III()'k 

a>thesux:essorlO the6l\1~ ~ Famo::n 

()le aa'ti prq:::het;:: XJ"(:6iT1 01 y~ ...... rtlaIlte 

systEm be b!Ic:iIwa'ds ~ Th!i Wll5 oefa'e -e fIrys 

~ ltoeCOO\'JO.lTlal ~ 8eQ..JIIt1IIaI ~ ~ 

fM4IY fiv&~ . N.....-.:Io$~V~ oYld ~ 

~ shale....th F~ toIed y~9a(I ~ lID <:MIf 

a ~ ~ troe rtiffl!ySlem no! be aDiO 10 play the 

~ garne.s parel1l~ had ~ed on 

U\Ylva-..an nIM'l' II"IlroagBd to ~ Ih9 b9d<waIds 

~b\Iy 10 [W\ alfOfdablB propOSIIO'I. estirrlatlr(l III least 

$75 (£48) wWd beOOCiBd to the basic ~oc.« c:J 

1'B:fll.l'fl, bl,41hB ~ <.hctty onspted Sent'.:me ~ 
al(Y. tJernsa-sans fooJs was con geoeralrIg as ITD'l,I o:xus 
as /Xl5I3dEl. 1"ha ~-dooJri8n!Eia 32.000 otk:u paj(lt!(I 

j'l"WY of 100sc t"ues were binIv ~ on a 
;~~dmes...-Wr.twlCtl_~ret 

(9II1S! !ha t.4ega 1Jriw~ paitry 512. rd prtMd8d rn..d1 

aO.mLSong fI:x:Ide". Fer 11 C6'ltI"aI prlX>'lS\lOl" !he o.niI u8I!d !he 

Motcrola 65816 d-jp «Id tu:! ty,Q CU3IOf1"'iged 9'<I(h:: :t1QS 

I"id<ra-ned ppu-l oYld ~'2 

~ IS ta-d IIY us to l..I""IOEtSIarod the Jeper'1866 81"~CPfIWI' 

for the sy.;temj~F<W'I'ICOI1'l" J8pa'JI on 1990. AIW seven 

yoa-s of ~ rral<el OOfrofun arod cIorrvnarooe, the­
reiea';& of the ~ Fanro-n con N!.:M'ombW 21. 1990 ~ 

t:co.I\t'I...I3pwl to 8 SIiirldst\l NJltKldo t8:118rt l!'le ottoaI 

~ 01 me Iat..n:t1 date very IatflIfil so ~ 

rtro O!-' as ewryone- p;ri::;ko:J &rre stc.as ~ 

Q.i5tonlefScwt+"e fUlV32.00J r(169) on acMirX:e 1O!I9C:U'fI8 

~1l!T!wrW) 0Ihlrs ~ II1I'I a loIterysyslElm. TheOsaka­

basei;l ~ ~I:nanl &011'1 <'IY\OlI'lC8d ~ WOUd ao::ept 

~'S on No.tanbar 3, tx.rt by N(MIrTlbar 8 hIIIl 

stepped L<Nlg O'dars. 

NI1I~~odIXO,OXl~onV>t0l_ 

caIeol "()p9"1IlO"I \tIO"Jo;tIt.' Tl'is was 11 p.aon 11 vbct1100 

len-\('I'~ In.d<s~ ca'!)'f1g3,(XX)InI5_l.IiSIed 

to~~lhestod<m:m~secret~ 

mn~ on t-q.oeo-,'b:lf 191YClU'(1 ~ atdmal<.e treIr 
~ on the em,- holrs of the tmrri"\g. 'The secteCy WII& 
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~ to ItIMY! a ~ pIstllflal a 'nII<.uza mg was to 
~ two Of h m..r::ks ;FQ 981 elf !he ~ hmse/\Ias. 

As a resuI <lib n.'OOJ IyStIlm<J, WIn. !~ ~ !he 

(Jay bt>1Qtf.l1tJa ofOdaIlaln;; 

~ was Ci'n that t>q'\ dril'TJ1l WllS p.3fI of Nft""m's 

",'Ch pIwl W rro:t1 cl. -Mw happoned del ~ (;(J;na from 

\he Illf'ds rl.1he ~ men. One s..,~~ at 

I I !nnI w rt IB<nd 11 1'(11. 'IhIm _ ~ 100 Ie\.y lOts to 

IP ~ <rd 1i'II;!.'" IgIII'9S >tII&ased sMN ItIill tree WEV{, 

r:NfiIr 1.5m~ror!he3lXl,OO)lM~. FCUOOl oIfw 

CUSlcmerl \\'9flt W1ltn~ a systMl ~ rNnf I'h:> had 

~ paid Irl U. 0..0 Shell in !'IS NI"tIlOOO toole 'Ga-M 

(M)( dIl/iC:OOes <Toe toy IIIOm Qr1 the ITliWI ,tJeO! ne;r stuI<lj 

Keen tran stw:JO 11 TOI<.~ as ~ ortj SIX l.Ots. Th!t 
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tiIWty s: ~ w:rl boCr. ~ MId STtlMIIS$Sd bI 
f'Ie f'TIIlEI!1\i JIocaIio;:t1...:! !KJ SI88d cl. apeorg. ~ 

00St&d a 'V' III,'rlg h ~ "lid lINt! a \11). AcUts called 

Il $Id<: al'o<lJ\lllR1. a I'89J! ct ~ tratfic probIerTIs. !he 

gCI\'emITl!!!1I (l'"l't'(j tMlIfINnXl! nfm harOoi.we systems w;JI'9 

cOt'an: Id lYds, 

From Genesis to revelation 
wrttYt 'Il<' 

soIdlfl .~\ ' '(j"yer4mWf!ffJ.,home$....-i'chilayf1i'f'. The 

US Iat.n:;h was .,is ecsIwJ::. IJri!.;e the mat"kf.Jt in ,Jap/xl, 

Segas 16bit $ySlem had taken ~ llJ'd ~ Nirrtanttl's 

IIat.no'l (1'1 SIIotEll'\'ltl8" '. 1991. dasp/to a S25<n 'CltlrnJ 
mM<e\J'1g ~. wa& a t;y IT"O"6 m.Jed afj .. ~' 

~ reported that by 1h8 c:Io9a 01 t99211'e Gen6sis 
(Mega 0-'5 US title) had SOld afllbl ~ ~ 

10 ~ SNES's 7OO.cro 

h h US the &.per !>.<.'iIvdo v.<:Ud 7::!wIy boJI ~ 

catcr1 ~ 'Mtt11tle ~ DrMJ IYOd tMn~ (.In 1992 
M'II1lfdo oct:I5.1lm SNE$ sysIen\$. Tt"is was I.:r"geIy ttl/:lril(S 

to~_ SldlIliS Rare. '1-1'0 was ~ IO~ 
""nerdo'sraw~ powt1t as ~'Id" IIle 

9m-SEtIer O:»-lkay J<orQ Cc;uJ(ry. ItW'I U18 seo::rtd CW3St 
so\rng ~lIJ $M'lCe$(.p;r MatIo Bros. 3. ~ Bay, wet> ,~s 
large wesT!.'"n Io$Ia'!ed U'JeO' base in$p01Jd m!JPIf rt1Otf! 9Bies 

vffl1 the S\..t:$ Game Boy add-<ln WolS ~ FlXIh9r 

~ IacrCl'S i'II:.t.od9d Caxom wi1tIlts ~ 

IlXCUiiYe S1Ieet figlWF~. me r1t'r)O.X:OOn 0I1I'oe Si.JIer 



FX dlt) i'1 1993 \as ('19;, 01 osured nSiJr 1'i::Ixl. a hugII P"1C& 

.:top to $149 !t.'95) and \t06 ~ su::cess ~ trIOI --
Playing an important role. 
SNES ooIectoo! CM~be ~ rno!WQ~; 
~wro!Xllect Rf>G,s 8'lO!h0s6 \..ro cbl't. In 1aCI, \t06 

SNES!JOBI'l& ~ wo.Jdbe wt\.lati~ """ ~!"(lI 
for ~ and U~. "'h!l16b1! MI ..... me 
ffltd8.Y rJ !tie 20 Ff'G bm II'ld 1nl! I"m:Iwa'e mtatalS 

~ ~ If)'jgood ~\OEIll ~ keys IQ' 

SIJCCeSS rat!'W" thQl"llIMst' FW nc;n.~~ set·piIOIlS.. 

The tiSIU'y of the .lapMese APG is. iltereslhg ¥Id 

13iglfcIY\I.1r'I ' 976, I-in<;~ 8 Outd'lUS i'rtTigant and 

graduate. !llOYIld trcrn a !Se iOtl wth the US I'IlItaY (l 
Qufonloa to s\OO'j .;aoanese I'l 'foI\clI>a'na. In beIw&eo 

t~ Erqish3"dYoOOQng b"hs ~ gem~. 

Ao;IarS had Icvnd ~ to QXjQ his awn lOQUB vtl<1iIOI"! cl US 

~ (avo.rne '0mQecriS EflCI Dragona' co !'is PC. He 

rl!rn9d his t,tlEI &<ck ~;or as re f"ltonded to S81 the ~ ro 
It1e ~ f<w a $iTJal1ort1.08 

RogEws !olXld an lntIlrested ~ ...tJO then. at !he 

~ of sigW'lg, lr$j to pay less th¥I ~ <9OOd !(y 

!he ~_ f'togafs oeoded ~ 10 rT"Q1Wt ;;nj R!he 

QiJ'""le rr:-rooII and so toa< out ac-.enSilllTlel1ts n!he 

...tapa-lese vicIaog;ilfnIIo Il'98S ¥Id wa.le(l, ....tt"I11S ""'e ¥U"9 
as~ seo::rw.v. la" heats. Woth cny!tree ca'os r, tlYse 
mo<''ItS. f!o;jers ~ h!I r-'ed IQ ~ ~ !hE! 

JapMaIIe lI$ to vmal an PPG EIOIaIaC/, ~ no one 
oI1t1e m90rl ~oI81eao::rog ~ ~ re SEll 

~ his game on !he ocitcr's PC iI1d ~ the c:orocep1 

10 !he staII.~· CCOIago::ui enI~ C8IJI1'tw as 
\he 'M1te.rs9Ol to grps wilh leYfJIir1g !,JI ttoeir 0fl60f'lIIl(1 

~atalS, he /en satisfoo that his game had ~ 

aiafcwmg, 
The magazi'Ie Jl.I'>'IeM9d BIaCi<: ()Jy;or WIIh a Qk:>wJ'9 

~andPogarssdd lOO.tXOoopoesn19E!O, a..­
Proof 1lCIfw9re. Ite ~ Rogln sec \.(). was the 

0It;}lVfIr:X d It>8 RPG Il!'d.ltIaI fl JaparI. Et,< IJl8 \!me of the 

&..per F(II1"IC(lI1l. It"oa ~ had. fltypoC8l fashon. t.:Nln 

the ooroepI trcrn fb;Jers (II:SIlIf a basla-cbed ToI\ier1.9SOOII 

~~, made ( t!leU' awn ;rd mastered the aeatiorl 
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lilt " 

p!OCeS6 betI~ tha1 ar'!')O:'l8 else I'l the 1MJIId. RPGs.ver\l 

I'otoef9 the big mcney was r; japar1110d r1 n'i'Ili ways ~ 

wef8 responsiI:.Ije b an'OClng a fa- wider ~ 

oemtlgIaotIic Iha'l Ma'o EM!'...-:.Ja 

SQ..a88Of! \) Fr8 Fa-t1llSy 9EWIe6 haO fast boon ~ 

1'l'lOIlI8lI.xn since the 'Tst retamlnl .'0 1981. Oespte I!"i&Iege 

!>aiel of ~ fIo'st g;:ma (r.Jst t:NIJ 12,(J;X) CO(JiIloS ~ to 

W~ F8ITitsu') (he SI.ICQI"(j <n:I thi'd gares I1!ld sdd 

~ w&f Md were atuaotng "'MY (j Erixs fJr8gon 
QJftSr lar'latiCS. ~ 1990 !he ~0:Ie$t seq.8s had ne'ted 

fIIiM:II'\1I h,n)"ed ~ ~ a piece ... Japan tu had 

no rrwi<et st"EW9 ... the US In 1990, ItYee )'!8'S a:16' intaI 

~. ~ IIilI'1dleO the ht Ana F<Y'ItBsy ~ 

to' h '\'ES 11 the &at9S. Th!! ~ 81(Iltwa g<Wfl85 b' 
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the NES ....... S8C\.01Id rel8lili>' n the US Ilfld so the US Ff>af 

F!¥l/asy ~ feN' Super Nl1t&'ldo was ~o.aIIy a pet! ci Final 

FIT'I8SYN" J8pa'I. 

US ~ 9>:8O.IIMIS .....n lIlSlI'8 as 10 /'(Ni 

CO"I9.mEII3 ....o.Ad relICt la these ~' 8ICII/8rItlnI 

QiF€6 ~ .. mey bIsicaIy ongoat9d ~ trl8 US) &"d so 
corrmissioned their C1M'I S'allIO come \4l wittl an RPG·!~e 

FlnfJFfrItasy 1J8Il1II: ~1(:0Jast, The game was a!)Sasler 

In f!NefY w~ Md 1\ is lestar'Tlerlt to the strength of titi&! s:uct'l 

as FnJi FW/llfS)' If, Seo;;ret Of Mane and CI"rono TriggtIf" thaI 

~.S~WMrd~~, 

E.rope was IlOI 90 u::k~. These ""'"' the days beI\:lfv 

~ Fantasy VI (Me pl08) bIfMt cpen !tvJ o .. ll:n 

Qxpcrt/rrlJ(f1: I'w: was tte Japinl5e RFG u E\n:Jpe. 

Ths lJ"I-asserted ~ty ~ wtttl the ~ 

problemS of dI\owse ~ If1 the ~ CO'1ToenI 

f"flI8'lI trld 81 ba" one 01 ~'s fJoesl '6brt a.rurv> 
~ 1ett .., me US ($eNr! CI9'lgetsu 2JSecteI oI.'hnal. 

re&JI meee ttles &idt I9ttt1 the rT1OSI. out r:l1he gsneraI 

roIIlIse (le I'O"-p!'(l\(lIype.'~ cats) I"l ttx:taYs UK 

o::te<::tors rT'8'I<et $"(1 ~ ~ ~ la att'3GlJ'lg 

l'1u\:Ie SWa\ties cl o:::'eclors to the SClif1e, 

-"" -">PP"" "'~ --"'"-t 
/n:MTI ~ CuIlsI ,nj mponedy ded09d 10 IJ(J the !XX'! 01 

SatI<EI'I Dtns9lsv3. me $EQ.Jl3l1O SecteI ofMana, 00sp11l a 
f"EIiW ~e tra'lSIaII(yl ~ the aIicett aWamed 

...Iat8"IM8~, Instood ~ aganWI., ...... 'ed its teamS 

I~ IOge! its~crI\he mapl wO, 00"""""1 



centric Rf'G us.r'G me Q1rcm TrI(JgfIf eo;,ne FMIS W€(Jj 

~ and tte PItdu' release 01 Se:ror of EV8'I'1'1CVe was no 
~ b Socre! ~ Ma'W 3's absIn:le Iran the 

raIe8se !id'iecUe. III a cwll'M$!:, tlCIf1 Secret of ~ 

ana FnII ~ MystIC O:..<est W9'91ll11«18d I(l ttoe lJI( 

EdgIo ~to \VoQoI thasceres~ ~s 

10 ~ 901-'" nsqu: nto the 'M)'\d 01 tt>e Suo>-<- "'klIendo f<V1 
Bryan Pawn rtI'l6 the &pE- Famo om ~ f'itlSlle 

L'Io.'IW. sIlrno... ·'.lsneloo_\.A<l...o PaIrielt AIlderson 

f'!'\Y\;!IQ9S !tie cnne IIlOilrCU!tlr"g rToort SIO'l Ri-orq &n 

:WNN.rsct-n,OO.Uoj. Bothrnen tx:u,jlt their rT'aChnelllI1 &My 

1991 ~ tt ... JacQneIe \atJ'Jd'i (F'atOflcorr~ tnaI 

lirr'oItea ~ and huge ~ pices ~ a twcJ-(p(r'lItl 

delay b- hJT1l ~, ~ !liM been deefjy i'MMd n 
w,.ng ;nj SLtlIhJ' So..- F8Il'IO:)ffl r.r:~ 

Edge st<Yts by IlQVti<lg how they got fir!!,t ent9'ed the 

~. 'av the 1aIe-'00s the ~ F¥I'ICQm 9C8"11Jtwl 

amost al W: 09d eMit 10 'NI ~ 01 O8l<t-ganeratOn 

~ and ~. says Pa:cn. "Mer S8IIr(ltW'og h 

H:81T181 ;n:l ~ beJlg iIIt'Ie to MdI'!().\r1 ,.. aIXIJI tte 

mac:t'litIe, I bIJoin'oe ~ at !he IacI< of 'nIontJabon 

II\IaIatIie ror 0IIler fans, so malls w11en I aecdad 10 s'.art 

~"arncomCenlra_ Alfrst~W8SIBy,..a~ 

le;( :he ~ and the II&'ns "'IT')' O'MI CXlII8cttcn, bJt (JY.e 

socn c ~ appannt tots 01 petXlIe ware kXlkWlg to buy 

and S$l5o.(ler F~ games tJ10 '1lEIIdlarIcII9_ So I 

oIflwe(I, wItI the Site. a base !or ~ to t. .. 10 do !h:s 

;;oj also hoped to ptOI.;OO rlormation and answers to IVI't d 

thW (J,IIISt><:IOS.' 

i\ndenor1 sturTt:IIed ~o me scene IT'01l un'MttJVy. 

"M'e'I1 ~ them WIn! PBOPk:t ~ v.;c.liI'gB suns 01 

IlUl9y IQ- gtrr'e& rCl assuned were WOrttie$S I realised tne 

e-<lent and ~ 01 t'l8 re!1O maffl3I Peopia made cf'6os !or 

~ I oo .... an >eft.6e. so I tIegirI bJy'tlg and SIlLfoJ ce1aII1 
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\IIIes 00 e6ay. HaIArlg said g. r·d raIt1er _ a g<WTlEt t.<e 
\tlVI"s IsI8nd 88 tt1e IlI8CO'Id best 20 Patfcfm gWne e.­
rracIe. ltW1a ~ £30 .• 

Edge worders v.tIictlll""lllChoe ....ns th9 lEbt race n 
to:tay'sooJector fTI!I"kal ~,r oon~ t*ve1l"1e MegcI ~ 

has ~ the &.par fll'lllOOfTl n ClClIIeat:(s terms. • 

says Pato-I. "1 o;b""I., ttri: ~ e.-neededto. The Mega DiYe 

has etways ~ cdected 'TIO'lI ciJe 10 IhI!I bUC !act that ~ 
is; a sega madIOiI . .AISt i0oi<. at eBay. ~ ., IhII top 

ten r"lOSI poprJiw"!i8iWeheS l1li ~. not oaa !or sudl a 
so-caiIed f&1ed poeo!J r:J hMM"8I'e Il!lf'ok Sega '6 mcr-e 
pop.tr b" COI8ctor$ M to !!"IeT CCIf\SOI$S ' (I#Jga 0rTw, 

Sat<.J;11, CC) arcade- fOOts HId IUJI 01 co..na ""11\ 

Nhter\do'S conI......-,g~, ard Sega"s CIlImS&. n the 
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tnne ~ trBket. Itti pcc1ts ID ¥l8Y!If1 bgglir 

0E!mi:s'ld u $egiI's ISyStIllTiS 1II'd~" 

But why is ttJe SNES !he \WBPOI'l 01 d1cioe b' 9OIT"8 

coIBctcrs today1·k. peq:lIe get 0IdI!r" tnIy ~ abolA 

g;n-esfromlhel".oast. W.t1IaH""'~ra!IfI.y 

ptCIOJCed today. ~ ~ the Sl4)8r Farricom IS tne a.at 
piaoe u people to find rt . Bang Sl.d'I a ~ 'TICICf'"n 81 

the !me. IoIs of the gfrn8S and the ~ Is sU11MIiIBbIa 

~. sort ;s not cifflo.iI for SO!11OOI"eto get stMOO. n·s 

or/tf once yQJ wanI 10 OWI'\ tile r.nr ~ems !ha: yOlJ begin to 

1tM< 8b::loI S9I'oou3 money For ai the ~s '" 

!Jt'IPhCS a'ld SOt.Ild. ~ IS sUt the most ~ 

~. Add to tr'alltle f3C1 thi!lll'la'ly 0I1tXl!r(S top 
garnIlS __ oc:tl.9t,- born on th8 So..oer F~ 

pIoyI:vs wcr« to fT.> bad<; and ~ the ~ • 

~ is in~. '/>.s a gMlIOQ p!att:tm, me 
SNE&S!.P6r Fa'l"io::nm SJo'l ma'lYVIdBOgeme: ct8iIIOrS I"r!tr9 
a tq g!-os I'(!I to be matched RO'T8IlOC nostJl9a? 
So!Tle ""I1't say so. but there are COI.rII'oea$ ffitd·20 10 OO/ly-

3O-ye;v--oId ~ v.ho ~ (J\JOO that tt1e SfIIE.S VEIfSIon6 



rJ MiYJO Xwr 8'ld Stw Fa>i KId S1reet fgJtJX' 10' ~ 

are Ito 9XO"O' kw.\IO'l6, 1 00 thi1< ~ system tI(IS 

~ ., pop..biIy. ~ rua to people I'h'Io I'8CI 

.-st 1r(!)81(),J"(l ~ IhB ~em iJ1d \aU:lcomer6 10 

!he ~,,,,,, 9C\lI1O w.JlIt'IQ to ~WnImTI~ 
.)/...nat cart'l9 00I0r9 (Ill M::U'1d 11 7Q13O ral'Ql . 

So...ncn llro trle 1.tIes Clall\'e Super FI:I"I'lCOIT1 co'\9"f',"'" 

~ t!'I8 rn::l6t19o\t1 cdIecUs haW rl'liWlY ~ e«:h 

~ ," < own~. "'lnAlnenca, a"fl'IfIa'"(l rn;I"lg1I bEH" 

g;rnas 5'81JeoorT'tlg ~~. ThrsIS·,re It ... 

I'9aSO'1S ItW hi ()agorOi<I Z. 118 weI as ott..-'lV'~ 
gemes. fI1I SO h!t"I ~ flier. Prices U" 1T$'1\)a~ 

gatTlOS 11 goocIlXII"dtJ<",(I ~ ~ 11 ~ ~ n it 
:ktl Pf!I1Od of !me ~.' says PalCC'!. 

"Of CCJI.nIS \tln os also me!'PG .. Slc:& FIImIOOm 
ha$ 90 ITlT'f SlnY1ll RI"'(A Itr.1! tM I\a$ beCO<'Ot:l an _ 
It$!: 9ctTVl ocfecto!!! ~ fct: on, RPOs.ItIaI: i"IEM.'I" SiN; 

~1r~aroaWays~bme~ 

coIacIor l'ot\(l w<rts ranty. but Rffis that ck1 tr.Yls!ate K1d 

SOld WIll a\9 a!!P v&:y to6ec;qt)I9 flOth 111ra"61atocl and 

~~ as ~ w,-¥1t 10 OWtt'.e gr:fl'ie 111 #5 

orgnaI reeaso b111lll. The ~WJJFwrt8SyB1dMnl Sl9lie$W6 

<VSO h..q!ty c:oI8o:.1a'lIe...o Q!n :I8ma'ld IV' sew ~ $0 

~eIy ~ !'as 10 00 Ff"GI hi .R I/1Er hol1o\lll$l(m it6rrs. 

Special-
As wrr III coiIa<;l,otlie xY\9OIeS. spodaIle/eage~'Oicl 

ltle I'a'I1w<Ye aro SOl'9"C;).!Ier "')n the ~aro Ircr - ( has 

10 o.lhrt 8¥ldai Saliil:;aipN ana 01 <;O..ne the JT'QIe cart 
ga<re5 ',W Cilfl gel hc)I(l of Itle~. AA .. lliI, It'o9IfIlS roe 
cmer way ~ pIayIlg ~ Ike F Zero 2. 8S ZekJa tltiw 
duo;)oo'ISl ~ and m<nt otrors. The &tar'" T~ W 
ElandeI! /5Il160 tlO!.J;11f i'!fI<y, noI lOt' ~s q.sa\'Iy bI.Jt l\1(lI'e tor <ts 

sma'! di6~ and lac>:. d !'OOnld Q3'Tl8S, plus ~ <t".Ie 
to ..... toCll1~ IlJge\tlI:I" seen" IQ ~ peq:ie 

'F'1!ft; !hero _ me limsd ~ tI\i!l !hi h!rOI!t'Ied 

Nnrfn10 o:JIOC't(x$ <n aftlr. PaooIe w1Il»( a Ice (1 rrw:TeI 

!i.lr ro!les Irks IhlIaSt offoaI ~ I!:IIeao;ed Fre &ooIErn 776 

~ 1 1~ The ~~19 ra'e a'Id eelslOt' 

M::U'1d£ro..70. but \tlQr'e W8S<iro a""~f:ldfd(O"IOOx &et 

'fIIa8Ised f1"""'1V!'bers U'icI1 it ~ i!II:IV;i~ alter. In 

..IeowIl:t'oefflWiJ(f!.Wl a few ~..-.. not ~ 
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oopoes of QifflJS l:llA actual gEWTU pnxi.ooocI b)o $'Tl!II 

O?iP(b .... 1h1t ~ 1My~1 gal !'¥ltaf'do's ~ 

for r1'Ilease, SO tI1ey PlIIBa98d tI'Il ganes ~ 
Most of Itase lIlIeS _ hIlr1IiII gEVnIIS ;:n:I 00 1atd1 ~ 

a lot of IT'IlI1EP,' v.te'\ ~ ID" aaI& /'IhGy 00 W'T'I8 wI\I1 boxes 

I'n:j rlSIrIrlOOS. b.JI most oIlt'$I'1 '" .... bIIII:k;:n:l '""*' wI\I1 

no tt"twaII/. The SMrgIl h9 atQA ooIec:Itlg St..xr 
Farooom~. IS IJ1BI the I'T'O'8 obsoJre. <rd ~ 

\es98'" fTllO(tad, ~ tItd5. n ~ 8RI not v.orth 
Pl'l,IC;O.(I\ at. b.A me most pooUar gEITIeS 8I.d1as SecTet of 

~. t"al 00 cbbI SOld lots I'T'O'8c:op11!18 seem to be Il!nI'" 

and 'l"lOfe soP.9"t a!ler Tha! is me oppo5Ite '1\ rrrv 
e>qJfJ!1efY;8. of coIecMg I'lUly of ~ other syst'3fT'L'>. 

Edge woo:J«!I ~ the ~ FM'lICCt"'I ~ is set to 
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~ 01 sI1W IiiOtl aw.II ArOersorl is r..ntIecided, "ThM 
~ on "ON ........ oflh8\4l;:n:l~~" 

l'W"ooIed n ~ Me >I.4)EII' Fanoctm N, Ih& OldEr 

playerS CQIl"4lIOte hli' tx6:1ctJcr'IS Of get mc:rIfPtIM (yes, the 

!w:;J3'EI~~ IPlSloort jlPNrITlBf\<el: 

_'eS_ WWh8r aIficifIn! ....-est .... I(ImlrI a/'P)( ItIa! • 

:;ny:rre'S~ lObe IUI8St I tlQJ)P.'<;O. 00.II a..pec1 not,' 

Faton ~ !he pcjw ~ InlI "At !he tr'OTeIlI 

Sl;pef F~ ~ IS $I a lJTlaI_of!he~ 
~. bu! t has b9an \J"OWI!'IQ st9B!»t CMIr ttwl last two 
ye..TS. 1'l9 /9IeaSe of GarneCt.t:I& ~ oc-:""fJd !he 

~oI ~ S4:>ar Fan'KXlln Waldw' .... ()"ICflS SI'Id 

isIllrrng to dBnla"d nas Shown fY'Pfr thall!J& SI.t>er Famw.:om 

is a dassc home cootde from thl goid9:'IlI!,III of 

~ ~ ..... J iJN-afs I'OId a h8Mhy o;:fflP)( oIlhe 

c,~I'I'liritaI;, Thesysternl'Aoor.-.tIiy~ 

~duelo Ille ~ S1ZII ofhl>P'nD~ aJ'(\ 

r,lI3R:t ... dse <WaIIat*I. The !act III :hal1h9~ f'a'nIc(m III 

stI hq1y cdectaI::ie now- !rd 18 S!MlfI ,-s ctD thIIn 1Nl 

~ F~. l!b'll 988 !toe p;IrS8rt,j of)'Elrnl8lOgatng 

tne ~ ....,.Itrthaf. The sy.;IllrT1 he/t brOI\8 too rro..dl 

!1Oln:I a1(I had 100 man,' ~ ~ M'"I'lo/y 10 be ~'MIPI 

~ WJj loot " lffie. • 
N Ihe mosI roo:::En coP..fl1 the &K:6' Nnterdo sy!$n had 

sOd ~ 4&n I.M'14s workt.vid6. AA&- the fV\aI reIeE$It"l 199'9 

tt was 'l)pO"tad that317.5m QiI'TlEIS 1"e:l boon soIdioot 
O:.i.rlo;]~ ~ .... '111 St.pwMaOO I'btI 

8IIIiitV CN8r lam of:l:es8. 



.......... 
ThII SNES ~ -*'le 1& moo. ~ tI'IjIn /TIOIIt, Wt1iIe 
stahtrtartlIlIUCh asFIfWI ~ 1II.-1d Sectel cl ...... 
~ It3Ie prices. mc&1 01 .. fafe ~ '!!tIlls vrry 
",--...ry In ~ pnc.1rom ao.etion 1D&etioII f\IA.-Id 
~, 'i!les such • ~ 2 .. WIai1)' ;rod MllIotI w.rio.V9 
Ca'l be l)ougI1! m.. yery 1b1., " )'OU piek \ha r!ghI weeIt. ~ 
!">t wx:I d the Super ''''OOCIIY'.II1\lliliB$ -ere sold 101' IIIo!'ge 

.",;;u>I • .-» '" JapwI.ro 110 prollt tat 0I'0ItW ~ 

JS_C7(J-HJO 
.'aXI1e5e ","",,' r Tb­
~~: '1 ~ 
1IaWIoper~. --Whole It. ~ vtIf1ion sold 
~ 11 IT\IIIoon Copoes, me US 
~ • reiatlYl!lly .... of • high 
QUSMy ..cl ~ ..:aq.t after. 

~,~..aioo; 1:45-{;O 

.....-wnia'!: C35-4~ 
0VwI11'II8ese: 2!M:G'Q6 
~lf'l.tlImllir; ~ 

F«O!qWl~~ 
~ that plays weI. ~ by 
"""'Y as the besI videoga'n8 
IUWaIIOn from !he ~ 

• ~ leg Seif8II o.n.au 3 r9IaiIed • Wll..oo (t$lj. It • 
wcw1t> ~ ~_ct...s (CEX~ .. pnJhbII8d 

Irom~" i'nPOrt«f~6fOek from ~ I1JhI 
bad< 10 F......-::om . fJ.4.~ !he bnt "... '" IQ t.1'IiI<J 01'1 
\ha 1_ bvying d'Qc«y from US 01 ~ 1ilJIlC)Iier'S. 
The ptICeS quoted t.IDw ... an ~ on/)' 

- ) 

fiNAl FANIASJ 11 ... 

. '_ ' ''H ." 

..IS ..... llI)--tO(l 
~ ",,*,", ~ \ )-4'_' 

);: releaSe: t!l.Q;"ll 
)J.oeIoper/PLbst'OC -' Thf us COOV8fSK:lf1 01 \tie Japaneee 
F",. FaNMyNwas dumbed down 
.-Id C*'IIOrfId and IS '<$)I hard 10 &1d 
'" good cond<t>orIlIIIl!h" maps. tile. 

t . ~ .• 

"~ ~""L' ", .' ~;'-:" ' ;' '' :' 

" .~ ~:'-;~',~ 
; ~:..; ;" ;\: 
, , ,.;,~ 

., ..... "... .. , 

--.....,.",.., 
..-.ginII ..... : 2H)7~ 

~1F\dIIhI;!r: KcrQ1V 

A ... port of the PC Eng,,,.1I\II'SIDn 
\his ~ was panned by Ians. Il's 
stiI one of !he most h9IIy IIOUQht 
.nerc.z_~~_ 

"".....an C)-lOO 
Jao;n!Ise I.,,'!IO'" C)(l-.tI 
()g:nII_ OM)4.;)4 

~I F\.drtsntr 
Sq,weI~ 

UI'ltlOXed this will be WOO'Ih • fractlOll 
01 m. pnet, 001 in mm oondrbon 
~ .. ~ p.&-J2bot «I'e ;. 11 

jewel in any CfO'M1 (FFliI in Japa1~ 

Kilukaikailf'ocky and Rocky 

1...- lA< "'IV!icn 1:15-25 
____ \W'Sion. £S5...6O 

0ny0r'0aI ~: 2'2/12192 ---..." 

All !he W. In 1t1e KikJ~ liable 
are br-.nt 20 fun and IhiIIIs t.st '" 
~mc.de. The..--­
~.atways~, 

_2 

u~_ 

~~,C20-40 

0'gJwI--': 27m94 
~~, Ape~tuOOI!I -..., 
The dry 88It-depl9cabog pa-ody of 
~ RPGs ., EttTthboortd It; 
lo!I!an......-.yyoung~ 

(eM gamefaqsj but it is boIh 
~ -.d p)IisIw:I. 

Yoshi's Island 

~1K ...... tl5-20 
.....-W!ion. t:'J)..4() 

~ ..... lX>tl&'QI5 
~,~; NOlterdo 

M~'s direc:tIoNI~ 
for It-. MIna __ prcMded lint 

slice 01 bMllllful 20 coding tMfonI 
It-. world -" 64brt . 

us...-:r «l 
~ .lrSICI'I. tl5-25 
01gInaI n!IeiISe; J;II03.o91S 

~~~~ 

ThIs was It-. only liml the two great 
~ oo/UIbonI!8d in (l00l0g 
And It-. ~ story has IosI 
noneofots ........ 

UK\OII"JIOIl. t!o:S-lOO 
~-*"'. C25--3S 
()ngnIII ruI8eee. 2Qil(Wti 

~iPI.broshor, Erne 

At !a$t • _ qualrty RPG title It-. 
E~ got that thI US dIdn~. 
Finding. ~ ~ 01 ftIp;'s 
game on tIbIy w. ~ d.tr.cuIt 
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J~wnIIQn LIiO-I2U 
Q,gh:1I release: l1tl l !'95 
00MlI0per~ R:ai'tlow 

""'-~~KtO"l 
shoo1er. f"rve ~adeabIIt weapoOi!II 

and 11 VlWIed """" ays1em maI<e for 
11 sougt'I1 af1er t.tIIIlhBI ....... 
T-..re'a '--t. 

Front Mission 

~ wnion. L3O-&l 
QignIII_,24,\l2i'iI5 
~,~~ ....... 
The. firs1 in !he __ III conso<Ieted 

by many to be the best. PWyabIe In 
Japa~ to<maIlIIId coII.c1ab1e 
thanks 10 Atnano artwcri<. 
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._._1'S3Crl, £~ 
01gJ'd1'l!lkme 22112/95 
~1~QIp(:o'r. 

The lhrd..-.cl I'inB/20FIfVII F.ghf 
game on SNES • perhIIps the most 
~,F_..u..kMlorhale 

~ DtA ~ S!tII a!1'8C1S I\ogrI pnces. 

l.&V<~; C50-70 
....-,..,..,: C2IJ..3O 
~ .... : 00.'0&93 
~"~SQ.n&' --One of Ihe few quality RPGs 10 make 
It 10 the UK In the SNES.a 1his is 
the 16b1t ilCtlon RPG as i18hou1d be: 
quO'l<y, sbc;k wod lull of chara<:t/!r. 

UFO Kameo YakIsoban 

n.... cart wllS onIy ....... 1)y 
A\"'<lg up stoc:l\a's on padIage& 01 
NeW> Foot!5' UFO YIIkiIobe. 'Vbu'l 
enco..nt.-~ ~~ .. 
FcwI<..-.cl Ihe Pie Meo. 

us.u<;~:~ 

~W'!ion:~ 
01gr'ltII ...... 1~ 
~~Ni'ltenao 

The English Iango.Iage opbOf\ CIUIIrtY 
pac:kagong and poor IlorneIwId ...... 
make 1he~ ~ 1he!TlO$! 
<III\IRbII.I , Ai6rog in pr\ce elnce Prime. 

FII8 Embiem 5 Tracchia 776 

,IIIpereSe ImIed ecIIIon 1.."00 .' XJ 
....... 01i09IW 
,....Ik::oer'~~ -
The JnVted ~ <'If the DsI offiaaI 
SNES ~ • popUa< !or obvIou\ 
1'MIOfIS. tfs a lrt>uIe 10 ~ 
VoIIoo.,..,.,!hat Ihe _ ~ 

IIIl compeII"'II after t.daatI>. 

IIPI"I' , ........ £;JI)..45 

rqr "'lIeage. 10'12193 
DIM .""~hm 

A stI.mng 50peI NWnendo--<:>nIy 
U$XIa\e tor Inm. horizontal 
nag.t'wp n a bMu\,1uIIy tough 
.-.cl crllfted a>:penenoe. 

i . c ~'" • • ~ •• , ... . . .. ~ , 
~ , ~ , ,. ~ .. , .. "'" .. ~ , 

l ' LJ ' L ,.~ u , .. no .. "" 
~,., , .~ u , • 'N' ~'" 

One 01 SqowIt~ best s~ RPGs 
thos can ev8l ho4d 11 candle 10 FtntM 
FirJrtrsy TacI'a. The dragon Ieedong 

eIamerrts -" ornQYat,WlIIfId'" 
lI!ory~ 

tJS.U(A1Iiea9I' C.o-~ 

~""""C\5-25 
0'!gIna' reIaB!e: t:JaI06,.96 

~~: Pud<'!n'Vio:!eo 

ThIS Rror~'8fT1 up 
star1ed !he roller fO«ir\g /or I1\WIy 

who I\IId ..- beforvl eoreooeted 
gowIng ca<rots before. 



Edge's revIew policy 

• .... • " • :;), ' ':I 

" ~ '. .. , t<l\JO , -.1"" - ~ " • • • 
'~ .. 

"'-, ~ 

~ """~ ,.., 

Edge's • . .' • 

Ele.n" 0,,1< ..... 
"~t __ lto_.t:ur\l1lp<. 

!fJ:X!I;j_~il ......u~c.N 11. 

0'1'" ~btmlR*'<I' "fIIXQ'I",~l'£wVls, 

Tom CI. ncy', 0 11 0.' Aecon 
.::r. ,It> ~"'7DV.\aIr" 

,,0 
.."....tIII_I'JII'ItIO .... ..z_"- , ~,.I;o. 

"Clll5)8blacJ~ ~_~.ro aor'W, 

-"&w\ -,:1Ilmc.-.,:ll/opc.eilC hrdr1g~. 

DoA Xt ...... S IKh VO'!.yball 
N ~ .-q ~ - ').I:18iWld 

IQ '" \ .-It>' -__ ""'*' Ed\Je " 
iIII'~"" !Im 

The wot1d's most respected ooeogame reviews 

The late review? 
The truth about videogame PR 

S omeIimllS PR people. don't hI<.e us, som6lomes 0 bad 

"'VIeW $O!.lfl> means wa're no\ flaYQUI' of the mot1th, 
sometif'l'loe$ codel'liWor tUfrlS up, lIOtnetl""" games get 
Ioet in the pos!. sometimllS e~clus<VfIS secured with other 

magaziM& mean we have 10 delay a ($V""", a whoja 

mOtl(h. And SOIllIIIimes Wo are just openly ~ted 

Attempt-ng to speak your rnIod in the VlCltogi!llTle 

iI1d<J.stry Is noI aU that _y any more, ThoIte have even 
bMn t-nes M1eo Edge has had to buy a game stro>ght 

from '61811 on oroer to """'8"11' ~, fl\lSll"8tlrlg ~ you 
knoW atha' ffJ09Vioes in !he _ buIId'ng haVII had 

code 101 weeks. And no. wo can', jUet borYow ttleir$ 

because that would br8EIch NOA ~en's 01 simply 

tl'treaten dalicate falahOn$hips even further. 
The potnt 01 (I/l\tlis is that Edge Is not out 10 up581 

people. Whether you are III o:I&ve\opef, 0 pub\~er. a PR 

rep 0< III comumer the Ed~ fa~ng system I'9I1'Iains 

'strICt' because garners have "-' let down too 01\00 by 

hyped nwiews and the kind 01 man delusion bto<.Ight 

about by big J1'Ia<I<etifI9 ~ You Gall imagone !he 

1<00 of fa/loul: Edge gets. when games, IWdl as Rajll!'lW! 3 
arld ~.)ones and TIle ~ Tomb get 
urriversaUyfitowong praise, then wegLva1nlm much 

lower soores. Another r;:a,e of Edge 'sladed altitude? 
If Edljle Is jcIdGd. ft'S iOOed ..... ottl the i\ITlOl.IM. of 

softWIIfe being prodvoed that siogUj8f1')l faM; to e~c,te 01 

enterta,n. Or worse, conl&iro blOkerl cameras. badly 
conSINCttod Ieve(s or It save-point stf\ICture that sees 

you lraversmg tha same dlgrtellandscape fepeatedly. We 

are 1IIways consci(M; that l/leSoI <,Jame5 COS! (:40, and as 

such need to cause delight not provoke ~ (,13. 

In truth, n'sonly 11 coupleol compafuaslhat oon't 

~ Edge,the fIlIIIOI'\ly ~ to ..... AWOew scores 

With a ~imous shrug of the a:I'IouIdets. 11'1 mosl 

cases Edge will get game AWlew, to you be/ore most 

other UK rmgaz,nes. The QO/y 8l<ceptlOl'l 10 this 11; when 

huvy ITII/l$Ialion isrequittld (on which eau we'U wait fOl 

II'Ie US Of PAL version! or wheI1 review code myste(Joosly 
doesn'I amva. Ideally, publisher. would bede8perale to 

get Itwlir lalest g;vnes iI1to our pubbcatlon. but in (ell./ity 

Edge has to wOrk hll!der tone\aon good Mie.llons with 

PAs than most, What_the Carle, .~peot a leatuf& 

eKplOflng the cIoistll8d WOI'Id 01 games PR in Et 24, 



The Legend of Zelda: The Wind Waker 

w.n, ...... , would i""' ..... g\IonI"" tort !toP). 
F~Iy: yoo CM """,oh CfOC~ery (abov. cW\"e). 
TM bow brI"9t up . firllp"'1IOn V~ (above) 

T o 11"10$8 aIr8aIly !ariiar 'Nith the Legend 
Qf ZeId!i tJ1IBs - and It rrust be asLrl8d 

that a'a.nd 99 per cent CIf Ed98 I'8IIIders Y.4I 
be 11Itret~ 8W*fI CIf alii Clflhe rro5I 

~ gIWlW series of aI troe - The 
Wi'ld Wa'cEr wI seem i<e a'l QId friend you 

haven 't seen la" a kffl ys;YS . k's aI thEir9: the 

wtWnsIcaI st~. !he nrge Clf8QllPfTlel1l 
that gaclIatt becx:mes avaiaI:lkI as you I'.O"k 

you WW'lIh't:lu;fIIXU1dess cI'IaIIerv:IS. !he 
staekClf~~w-o. 

i"lIricaoes Y.4I h8Ye you P\kIQ you h8I" QUt 

alii mirlAe ~ IOCU"Sll you ~ 
ctMous Q:k CIf foresiglt the next. 

But the appeErWIOe CIf ths ~8nce 

"Unk himself is never less than perfectly 
realised, but the other characters do not appear 
to have been borne of a common template" 
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has aastcaty d\a1ged. No k:ngQ'" IS he 

~ ~ n:ds tOWiWs earto:::ns; he 
row is a caotoon, 'Nith !he rro5I oo.rtragOOUIIti 

cattroYIIr$aI oeI-shacIad ~ 
magnabIe. FCI" the fw'st tew mnutes ~ 989TIS 

a ittle stra"lge. Then, v.tlen \"O'J begi1to get 
ycu toom onto the things that reaIy matt9f. rt 

fa:les onto absok;te ~ 

~ IS noI to say that The li'hld 
Wakw'$ PIlISEIntalIOlW stYe IS v.t-dY 
successfU. n.e IS. la" exarpe. SCI"TI8 

cispalty erTlOI"Q tt:s bfWl~ IiI'ge 

amc:utt CIf YiIIuaI ~ts. Lrok I"wnseII $ 

r.(N9f less tt'«1 perlect!y rooised as a WIde· 

eyed hero-l1·the-maI<.Og, but the other 
ct'l<racIen popJatlOQ his ISlUSl.Ii"I w:r1d 00 

r'QI seem 10 haIIe beeo:1 borne of a corrrnon 
template. TQIMlSIoI(, for 11SIa1Ce, h8Ye rro.::h 
Wl corrrnon 'Nith tI1C:$t ClfIhB N64 g;mes. 
It1eI" ~ pcdy Ieatl.n!S a'ld bland 

expressions ~ Ihlm a .omwve 1\avoI.J" 
that is ~ p!O('CUlOBd I'o11en you 

I!f"o:Xll.nt9'" III"lIlI"Ilt' 0"II6IleS ....tlooe 

appe;r.n:e owes rro.::h 10 HoIy'M:lod's 
.-.nauon work 0\181" !he I8S1 decade. Ita" 
mcuths /IcJI:Jt:rQ open 10 rEIYBaI sets CIf ~ 
;:nj teeth. Ier"d1g !hem gerU1e pww::he. 

In contrast , the ct'l<racIers you IO!Jt.flety 
meet fllTlOll! pedestrIaf1 moments appear 

as simple C8O"dboM:I cutoutS. 

TM QrappIing I>ook .. uNC! both on land ....., In 
conjunction wlij, yo... _, .. . cr,,,,,, de""'. 



But atleaslthilre <Ve no ~ 
CO'lllicts in !he ~ the actoo is presemed­
you'l see nothrlg like !he CticktmeVR-style 

marketplace soctio:'.X1 of 0cari1a of T rTff.I, as 
The Wnd Waker's work:J is a rn..d1 rrae 
a::OesMl wt'OIa. And that ra-1geS from !he 
\ypI(;aj land-based sections 10 the sea-based 

excur-sicr1s whose emtence delivers the 
g<m8$ sig:ificar11 Ottla' Big nTg. 

NaullcallTOOiakO;)s are massM:ty 

impJrtant: thsZeIda IS as rn..d1 aIxlut 

~ dist<:oces as ~ IS anything <lse. 

Ew:ythng centres on actMties co:""IdI.ded on 

tand masses. but getting 10 <nd from the 
g<m8$ many is1<n:ls as you seek to gain 

dues am new power-ups can prove 
some\tw1g of a chore. There's no doWI that 

sea-based actMty has been iITtlo...ed with 

rrucI1 (3'"ll <nd attantoon on Ninterdo$ p(V'I 

(sea sweIs am ~ reodered in 

~t fastn1, v.tWe go..iIs arxf fish Ierx.f 
ooarmous ~ atmosphere), but, as 

you make yo.x way 10 what you know IS 

gcong to be <nOther massivety eruertaninQ 
dtxlgec:01 sectio:";:o. you camot help but resent 
~ p:JI(lIDg yo.x boal in the right directoo 

<nd IetIDg the w¥'d do its v.Q'k O"l takf"g you 

Item. Of CO!.I"Se, being a NintoOOo QOOl9 

Item is rn..d1 to do on !he opm sea, 

n:t.di"lg batting gia1t SQJid, Iis/YIg for 

Ir"WSI.nl v;;ir'g yo.x grapping hook (<nd ~ 

from special maps), trr.g boobs al OOstJe 

~e enemas. <nd SIfTl.lIy ~ yo.x 

way 1YOIJld the massive gameworkl. 

Wtie sea-based acti<::fi feels ~ 

0I"g<nG, thwgh, ~ can scmetv.o.r foo 

;:w1ific1a1, espedaIy when you're charged with 

to-ing arxf fro-ing between places in what 

appears to snlJIy be an effort 10 proIoong the 

g<m8S du"aDon_ There is a warp fac:ility that 

takes you between sig:ificar1t bcatrros in an 

IIlSt1t1t. but eveIl !hoo Item remains an awfU 

lot 01 rOOtivd'y CU ooafa<ng actMty. 

But that's the negativity protty much out 
of the W3:f. In just ibJut f!'IefY other respect. 

The Woo Wak ... is (WlOth(lr Niflteodo cIassic_ 

Pf~Y1 E I12. E II~ 

Pirate outposts (abo •• ) a .. dotted an 0.'" the 
World. VIsiting them Is by "" means nece .... ry ­
but wko Ca'> rHislllM templal;"'" 01 treM"'. 
chest. to p/undt:r1 Unk uses. ~n attack 10 
shrug orr some decidedly sticky enemiel p.t\1. 
This flow .. (iar "'11) may k>ok . tt,acti ..... In "" 
exotic sort 01 way, but ~ Is In lact a boss 

Post officer 
Edge .... oot apoiogise lot beO">\l sIigh1Iy 
scepIJcaI about 1l!e wnd WaI<er's quality 

upon initial inspeclioo - bYt tt>eo that's 
""'"IlIetely forgivable ....,.., the In! 
mIniI)arnI! of!..-M up d 8 sImpbUc take 
on 'Battleships' la!6 divef"sioos_ 
mote <XIfT"IIlIe.>< and fllYlarding~, 
00w_, i-d..ding a fIA 3D inleopretaIion 01 
the 'BattIesI>Ips' theme. S!rano;IeIy,~, 

Edge w"" particularly drawn 10 the gamoo'. 
post-sortng CIlaiengoe (above). which bods 

down to simple shapoI ~ion at ~ 
and slfllill _ ... in <:O"de< to II"'fW _ard. 
Tf'J' rt - Edge ~ Tor its addicti\--. 
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The Wind WaIr"," wor1<:I is filled wrth unust.>al islands and c.-.>g1lY lealure$ (lop left). Clearty, uncOVf!rirog ~( 
""" ret. i. massively nowan;lirog. The game" strorog visuals Me lIIustreted by ,.mplo . waylrog gra,.. (above) 

Waking the wind 
Once you''''' coIoc:!ed tM WInd W_ (a 

magical batoo w!'ose pcopose rlWfOfS that 

of the ~.........,;aI r..tn.n>ent from 
~ofT"",,), you wIII..- ~ tocorm>and 
tM <Iin'lction of the (I3I'MWOrId~ wn::I ., 

oocord3no!t WIIh a <:<>!'r'IP3S'. W!thcoJt tM 

wnl (or, indeed. a w !or you boat), to; 

""l~~, Lat ... , IheWn;lW,." ... 
Is IlStId to br'ng about allMI'W'IO< of_ 

magicallJOW>Il!K'f\, and ~~ fundametltaj to a 
do.rqeon !ho' owes a Ir""I deal la Ieo. 

The ZeIda senes has ~ shone f1 

terms of level desql, <rod The Wnd Wak6'" 

folcYws!he ~ tradltioo, Each dJogeon 

has lriq..Ie aspects that make use of 

~ items of IlQlIP'Tl!lI1t <rod weapcny, 
a'Id thefe <Ye a no.mber 01 tuoos ....tl:)se 

Ic9C ntiaIy appon"S to have come from 

SO!Tl8 aIim loon 01 thnI<ing but which 

eveot..aly makes you ~ smiie 
This is m a::ama J1 toons 01 difficul:ty, 

thcu;;tI. Go-npared to that game, f1 tact, rt IS 

"Compared to Ocarina, it is positively generous: 
pots and swathes of grass contain power-ups 
that have you back up to full strength in no time" 
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posnrvety generous: pots <rod swathes of 

gass CO"ltaJl JXI"M3I'-~ that'l have yoo 
back to flAI power ifl m tine, <rod there IS 

rctlYlg to tcuc:h the N64 's Wate!" T~ fl 
terms of requi<OO coo:::entration le\I{lj , Each 

dJogeon is, ifl Ia:t, more focused 00 

individual compoooots than those of CbvJla: 

rather than ttwNlg about rooms as part a 
1'IhoIe, yoo experieoce them mere as seIf­

CO'ltained dlaIlenges, ~ h::>w that 

I1""OIfOOI:lIe block migt1t help yax chGoces ol 

makiflg rt to the pLmoon at the end ol the 

room as ~ to hem rts position migttt 

aff€lC1 what U)I.i(j happ3r1 ~ you dropped Ilto 

ths area from aIxNe, for eXllo1lple. 
Is The Woo Walet¥' a game for those new 

to the Ze1d8 series, then? In some respects, 

yes, rt is. Veterans wilt make ~WiJ!oI 

ttn::u;;1 rt with Irttia fear 01 ayog (eveIl the 
boss battles - as visually bornbashC as they 

<Ye - present m e<'l)rTnous ~ to 

~ accustomed to Idoo~t,;rg weak 

spots iYld expbnng them), iYld ev€fi the 

most ~ OOSCl.-e obsta<::le presents a 

dlaIenge that wilt have you stuck for no 

more than an hour, 

But there IS so rro:;;h more to The W.I'ld 
Waker thi:w1 ~!lSSJlg It"roJ;tt d.flgeons 

The game IS ~ encm1OUS, a'Id it 
CO'ltaf1S more ~ a'Id SLtJqJests than 

possibly !!fry other tJtia , Md that's p€thaps rts 

biggest strergth: it presents a world f1 which 

you Ga1 be absorbed as ittle or as rro:;;h as 

you !tie. Fnd the camera. a'Id focus 00 

WOI"kiflg out its I"IUiO')OOS and rewards. Go 
treasure h..Jl\ing out at sea and don't stop 



....u 'IOU'~ haIMKI ~ fMJrylast bot 01 bJo(y 

from IhI:I fTU'!(y <'lCea1 00pths. I-Ult dcrM'I 

9Vf¥Y sngIe mio:"ogM16 ;ro;j pwfect you' SCOIl! 

1"1 each. Do 1101 stop lrlI ~''09 blasted 

fM!IfY pifale fl 8XISIence 'MIh weI-ainecI 
carn;rtlBIs. Acq.a-e m !hen swap rIW8 

II8TIS wth 1hD ob5c:uu tradeo' 'IIhJ Il.mS ~ fl 

places you'd least expacIlO frId twn. Play 
~ '0' I!IeEIk IWh a blntl 0I1IlI\ty kids Iv'd 

so on ao:I so on -!he range 01 extraa.rr'o.Jar 

1ICIMliesl$ gElI'Url8ty~ . 

Ze1d8 Vtgins fTIi';jlIl"Et ~ The Wf'ld 

waker Md deEm ~ !he best g;mo 1heV'~ 
fMIr ~_ To lOOse 01 us who !IIreaI:ti 
haYe .. dea 01 Ytt1aI to expect, 

Ihoo...ogl, ft's 'rl'l8!f!I( tni<r1I 

TIle""'" _ ... maIo. .. obYIous UPI' 01 "" ""'0 pt.-rious gaIMS In 11'4 NtIn _ "" OM;u Tree (Abo ... rIg/I1) ~ in . ,*i..-ly earty appur_ • . Snow7 
In , Z,kh IltIe (lbO .. ,? II's ..... 01....,..,. I'*'gI "'"I wi. be unlamilioir 10 1_. F..a.I animation derail ""9", bul LIn~'s uPfflsion u_tty , .... s • • 'oty (main) _. 
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Chaos Legion 
Famo.I: PIIIyStabon2 ~ Capcom DovtIIopof: In·""".., Pric&: VfI.8QO (£36) _ : ()YI oowlJ_nj. Sej>ttlmber(UK) ~"E l1T, E 121 

R ~ GaWI.I9t? Retnember how 
MiclYJay fLxlctrnentaty failed to translate 

the e><at\ad 20 e~ ... to 3D? WeI ~ ~'s 

vigorous and...-.ceasr.g ciemr:>:'l' sIayr"g that 
you'm aftar then Ch80s Lagon fits !ha biI . 
There's the BIfllhasis 00 a hack 'n' stash 

g;¥Oa med'laroc. creatLKe hordes, mcnster 
geoeralC>'S and heaIIh·txxlst pick.LpS, But 

Chaos Legon has beoo robbed of that 
essantial m.Jtoplayer 00nent and is a 
shakJwer experience as a result . 

StrtlC1LKa.:ty the game is as simple as they 

o:::me: there <Ye no swnches to po.J, keys to 

\o:::ate or altarnate paths . As coe gate opens 
ano\he( doses, as 30 monstrosrties iO"9 

massacred, iIIl<.'.lttw 30 iij.lpei'lr. f-\ackrIg (co­

sI'OOtJng witll Alba WnslBt) is assqoed to 

one buttO<1 . lhcogh a basic ccmbo is 
uWlashed ~ you get !ha IiTw1gjust riglI . So 

~ are the odds agai1s1 the haro, 

Sieg W<hhefl , that he must cat i,.p'.lIl demon 

g.ard.ar.s td help him slay !he rrnons of his 

whte-ha:roc! ~ and tar'! of the 
rn.mbo.joJnOO ctl8-1iner, VICtor DeIacroo::. 

A/thoo...gh the six Legion typeS (a seventh 
ca1 be tri:x:::I«ld): Guilt, ~,A.rrog.:n;:e, 
Flawed, Blasphemy and Hati'8d add a degree 

01 strategy to the combat ~ 's a weaker facet 

tta1 Edge was expoc\r1g. The L 1 button 

SlXl"O'T'aIS your selected Lagiorl tor a .-mad 
tme, whiie the trtar.gIe button tnggers ns 

spacial ability. For example. the 1J.aiice Legion 

has a cross·bow 'MlapCI1 that's most 

effective agams! n;.ing loos. IntetmlSSlCOS 

~ battle stat>stics aIoN you to o.wade 
yo.r Legion powers. It is here v.t.ere the 

g<me Ira1sceo:is Golden Axe ~ by 

lenirg you a.ss9l e><pener1Ce poirus to a 

runber of OOI€<"lS/lle and offensive abit>es 

UnfOOLJflaI9/y. the repe~tM1 nattx€ of the 
combat is crly translooned by ttis feah.re in 

the ~ner stages ....ten Itw"og$ beccc"rle a IDle 

h<Yder. The eoemies srow rttle rnelligence 
and as a restJt combat fools Itnctional rather 

th!n ttrlIog. Destroying monster geoeratCt'S 

with Legkln blitz attacks is the best strategy, 

and be',Qnd the boss battles them 's little to 

transform this !Tom cIeoo'1t 10 d'stf1gushed 

Indeed, CI!aos LfI{jm suffers Irom!ha 
safT'\(j lack of fizz that pervaded DMC2 , 
Beautiful, polished and alliTles engaging 

Capcom's latest inver1tiofl, nevertheless , lests 

ne;ther the reactic>rls nor the brain €r"lOO..l\tl to 

hold ycu marest The<e 's nothllg WI'(I)9 With 

hid<: 'n' sash ~ttres but Chaos 
LfI{jm !sr1't as sharp as ~ stx:Ud be, 

Six cut cl ia'l 

n.. monsten ;" C~ L~ ... rIOthing ~ rIOt bi._, A mixture 01 reptilian freaks, C"'$tac .. n 
monstrosities and MO'" Irllditional demons, 
t".,." onough . arMly to keep y"" ..,t_in«l, 
E.-.perIencIId g&m&rS wi ~ ~ find tNnol 
...,.. satisfying on the hard« difficulty oetting 

Titanic struggle 

Go 1IY<>J9:11h<1 """'" <>nee (. teat !ha! 
takes around "'" holn) and you'. unk>cI< 
Alida Wonsl.u , AIII'I<IogI1 ~'lI JopaMM 
is stiI a _ weak. rt'll deal from !hII 

hyslerical cut_ that _'lI a gWI wiII1. 

~ ",..:Ige ~I DeIacn:Iix 
WInslet'. sp8CiaI Mlack is ~ - . 
~ bUIM.-opoIWing rotMion 

1oIow..o by a pow .... "O'up c.....-.on sI>oI 
that ~ he< \umbIiflg OOcl<wards, 

~, he< \ac:k 01 Legion ~ ""'"No 
he< journey less interesmg than WahrIIeiI'lI, 

f'ick· upl include Ill. Iorce and ·so"'· cop ....... Ihat w~1 replenish tt>e<. ",spec~ .... stlllu. ban. Soul ..,..gy 
Is requl~ to ~nch you. l~ion Mlackl. l~ions can also I)e switched to del..,';'" Of ott..,s;..., duties 
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Zone of the Enders: The 2nd Runner 

Onc, again, the ,atio 01 action to c ut-se_ll. 
,.,n.. eHoM. bY, unU~. tile <>rig;""" ZOE, the 
~_. 01 monocty ... mic 00_ limply 

~I tI'4 INllng 01 clrcumscriplion. In l.cl 
~ rarely .... ,eJM.1tI pr8decessor in any r.pK1 

A PAL to the end 
In • , .. biI o! good _ lot E""'P""" 

gatr'II<S. KcJn.IrrO ha ~ 1Mt I!>o 

PAL ...oon 01 The 2tt<1 FlJnrw ... >hip 

---~~~­wiI be .,.,..,......,.q, to all ... 

~tIlI(IItI'II"qo.-y_·,_ 

lO_unlfill~"""' to_. 

buI~w"'."" II.- IhII~ 
__ 01 till gIme wllncIucIe . tunbw 
of~ . ., .. , _ wI'IcIIy r.w 

....... -~"""""" -. __ graphi(:el <*I'l0l" (wI\a! _ _ 

migIII_~ _two_diI!\n.IIt)' 
modes wiI be inlrodouCed. 

0" 

In K IIon, IM ga .... ill oodenlably PNf!)' ... long AI you c.n Itom..,to lhot rnon. trou. c"""". 8111 ~ 
lne • .....,.·Inlph'" vi ....... . the action limp. ""gldry IoIOng wltholJl •• er re.11y ~ir.g 0/ "'I.n.~ng 

~"! '1 2 . E 1 1 7 

P I<Iyrg ThfI2nd I'Uln8r IS p..gatonal. 
IM'ich IS SU'J)I'ISrQ. because ongneI 

ZOE ~ EWT8d CWl the SlOe 04 the <iwl9 

c1.mg ItS 111100 bief kfespen. Not Ihot The 
2nd 1UrIw has I!lbsIarlIJatt ~ Lp:lI"l 

the brEMtyol «5 po9doces9Or (~~ osa 
I'T'WgmIy Icnger ~), but ~ haS 

sogn/ic:<Yltty stepped ~ the diffio.ity IEM;oI 

Unlortlfi1!etj tI1c:o',11 , ~ has 00"Ie 90 00 al 

iltOOrary basis. with the Ior1orIg rrlssfon 

stn.dU<e 01 the ongnal g.kog Wfti to the sco1 
01 ooss-haavy ~ th!It d1i1r&:,:tenses 

the g;me's stabiemale. Metal Ge!v Solid 2. 
!hougl wtthouI a1V 01 the palIIChJ. Indeed 

d's ~ tI'8I ~ aI cA the strongeSt 

teattr8S of !he ongreI ZOE IlIWe been 

cispooed of, because tte ~ adi:ftJcrls are. 
by a1d large. p!9Ity dsappowltIlg 

For a start. ~ ccmbBI was baIe:Ic 
n ZOE, n TIl8 2nd RInIw ~ 's s.llp/y spasbC_ 

A UCtwlg Ioc:k-on system SM.1s the awnera 
careemg wi1cIY ....nenever \IOU SV>1tdl targets 
a1d ~ roOs combat of ooy spallal 

COIl!J'V.ty. Whid1 $ biZarre because II'e 

taga'ilg led< system I'Q'ked ftne r1 ZOE. 
CormaJ: has aso been o::rnpk:ated by the 

nclJsIon of a dastI.....aapoo. ~ 
capaI;je 01 taIa1g ott ~ UWgeIS, tU 
pra:tcaIy ~ by the 0:xIgy ~ 

,.ern the /ig1!Ilg 15 ~ IIldermned by 

the 8fBged soope of StA:lweBpons. ~, il 

theory, these can be C)Oed ttYoo..ql 10 

prtMde rateI for specific Slll.lallOOS 1Sl.dl as 
slowing cJov.on speedy 9'lEI01oeS, 0( perOng 

aoamy sheIcIs) but In practice, they'", 

rOO..rd<nt on !WO COI.Xlts. The first IS that the 

basic ~, grab. is almost at.Yays the 
most usefU, whal_ tteciro.rnst8l'1CEl . The 
second is tteI yos ortxlefd AI, ADA. CIWl, 

<Mlr !he !XUSE! of play, stan to aw:matJ:::aIti 
c:to::ose '~e ab.Yeapor'IS 

aJtOmato:::al'i. h's a bot h 8 fvt\.nslJc Y8I"SIOn 

of Words paperdip astIStalI tU - W ',0.) can 
I'nagile tt»s - 8\o9l more ~ 

Also ~ is the sh:fI t~ a boss­

heavy stn.alle. 0 .. .I!9 8(l(Wt from cutailing 

the freedom oIIere<l by the 00g0:\aI ZOE, 
txlsses in The 2nd /bYIEr Mj rather Iomp 

~ 10 !heir forebears, Nq.Jr'WlQ 

pa-~ ratI'e thwl aly d8gfee of ski. ,.ern 
!hen II"le!ffl a-e those IOf1g cut·$C8!'IQ5 .. oIfarirY;j 

the:ane, ~co:r.dJted, ~ 
that d'Iir.IcIalS9S 0Iha" ZOE titles, 

So in sple of the games""'" 
spIandc:u, ~'s 8 bmercbatJpoelll,oeo,t 
oornpa-OO 10 tts J,lItICleoeuor. 



Dark Cloud 2 

T he ~ Qrt Ooud_ all abcu! 

\OWIIn pIao'w'Q. rnj yet ~ was flIMlr 

~ 11 bomg geogaphy lesson: bv deM'Ig 
_ deepEr no ~ QlV'83led 

~ ~ was possbe to retneYe people 
!rid bukingS WIth I'ItIiCt'l 10 lIIpOpUia:e a local 

to\Yl'1. The thoo..qltfU pIac::ement of saod 

people and IWChtect1.1'8 generared new- ~ems 
rnj ~ /or 1u'thef dl.ogeo1 deMlQ. 

YkicI1 i1 tlI"n generated new- people <rod 

bukingS. And 90 on. Then! was f'O!!lod that 

go! i1 the wa-J cllhis c:roJao" ~ 01 

ncentMsation. thou\tI WTttlItle o::lISIon of an 
eIeg.n; weapcn ~ ~em and seYeIlII 
,._ ogaoll8S. the __ was an ~ uoo 

n.s corrbnaoon of to\M'l "el!lQa' 181. 
;nj ~ IXPb8tJCr'\ ann..es to be Ih8 

oet'nng ch!w"actMsbC d the ~. wrth a 
geater degee of oresentatJ.?nal pt:*stl 

~ in /or good 1TI8aSI.rEI. v.t1ICh IS the 

good news. The bad news IS !he n::llsa1 01 
_a< Ia:\1JrS of ~....tIct! a-a'l" 

.-,..-.. 
The fi"$t of these tayers IS an II1CI"9<!Sed 

ernpt1asis on reTa~ Gralted. the pot of 

0WII"00ud wasn't ItS SI!Of'9ISI ponI,;rd 

ther8_~soopeltt~_ 

B:A !he i'tn:.oducto'l cA 00U'l!Iess ta'ld 
1!I1dIess) CUI·scenes a-w:Iabndgng 

seQ.J8f'CEIS IeaIlD"O ctwact9l" (X.lntItlI 'oYIttD.I: 
actual play 9'Ids up sufIocaIo;j the c:cre J»1 
oIlh11 game. Indeed the 10M'1 " 1lI18g1l11181 tt 

eIerT'oef1t OO8st1', appe.at lX11i some fMt c. 50( 

~~~, 

WhI:In n is !inaly does emerge. !his 

COI"I"fjOI'leIt IS no ioI1gEII' a case 01 ~ 
I'n:Ing buIIcIrlgs 01 peopja a'Id ar.rgng 
them n a to'Ml. ~.\ ~ ~ to 
find the t:Ulpmts of tuldngs. !hen 6-U1g 

I3I'IOlJ!1l COli ipOI8 ts wth vR::h to build 

!hem. <W1d then popUatng them w:n people 

In:wn you" hom& to'Ml. ....to need to be 

~ed to you- COlIl.6EI bv the ~ of 

tedious II'ld lengthy Sl..tQJesIS. Whch 
essent.aly n:::reases 11'1& IJ'1Ci(lance of aorriess 
wtVlder'ng, Iosi:"Q the hght focus that prCI\I!ld 

so att~ in the PI'8VIOUS tite. 
And I'otje the retlm of flshng or !he 

ackitO"l of a goIf·1Ike ~ are W9k:0me. 

a new phot~ SVSItvTI adds ~ 'l1OrEI 

tedu'n to you- tra\IeIS. reqo.n-lg IlWlar 
prolonged wandenng in 1h8 often IuGe I'q)e 

of capn.rng an inage 1"01 ...... secue a 
'scoop' Of C(r(ti:lu!:e to a new 1IMlflIlOn. 

Derl! Ooud 2 stJ 1'18$ merit, tu!. ns 
SI'l)?Iy no! erpyooIe as the &s! game 

Edge ratI1g, 
~ u.. ~ ",.niulny get. goi!IQ. ~'. aImolt .. .,ue~ fun .. it. ~""" 1'''lutl thlt ~ ...... " 
M ...... hoYrlto ~Ic~ 011. SliM. the url>lln IIIlnnir.g Md balic durogKM'l c,awling broAd~ rem,ln 011..:1 

A new J>!>olograp/ljl ou~ .... ,nowl pMIOI 10 
"- uN<! 10 C,..tl In ..... tionl, b\II H ..:t..aly __ 

little to the mix ap.art l rom ov~.tlon 

Deja entendu 
Thefolowrog ~ In r . ...... 01 

thII otIgNIllIrt Cloud: on.. ..... ~ pope 
__ thatdogil )'IU'~wII_ 

you~)'IU' .... aI'teI"*,'­
hoIn, ..:I by the _ the ~ .....:t. its 

concIt...:>n you wII "-anng thlliunabc: 
~, • ..IOOgng by tile .... PI" pope 
_ that contn.JW to dog )'CU' 

~ Intt.--. ~_IPPMr_ 

l..-.I5M1'ltud E."_ wodt 
!twft W"" ,.., 0I)!I0n 10 II,.m thII......, oil" 
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Xenosaga Episode I: Der Wille zur Macht 

W IIh 2Q.OOd rc..n r:I. cunAatMl passMI 

iJ'OCtMty. twice as b"Q as ( M take 

!he <IIII:II'8ge playEr to oompIete M3S2. 
XwIosBga takes ItS cu:-scenes very SErtxJsIy. 

Anyooe ....ro baIAuKI III Kojma-safs 
anemauc opJence 1$ acMsed to II.m <lWi1!i 

rQN We're a Iorlg w.tt trom NIf1lI Trap t'ae. 
but the quesllOn n:m<WlS the same: C31 the 

nteractMi firn actuaty be iWlY \u'l? 

Players Yot'(l ~~ 00 

PSone wiI J'llCOQI'I99 tl'e h<*niri<s 01 
exceIanI set·pieces, deep chir.lcIEWlSalion 

tn1 ~ sto;6"e. n.s pseudo Ic*:m-I..P 
lams the Iir$1 episode r- 8 new SDl-j:B1 saga 

!hat wiI aIegadty' be reIea5I:Kj C" It"me 
pIat\orrT6 CM3I' 1t'e nelC\ decade. Xa'Iosaga's 

sWutI!I aIUOes to ItS ~ pmtensIOnS 

and Moncith is deIr'tt IooI<wlg 10 redefne the 
wear; ~ cIasslica!lon 'epIC'. 

The action takes the tradfJonaI RPG ooB 
of play: W!-soen&, ~ Ihoo batOO. 
The I>-'st tM>hcu"S feel cnarac!E:W1Sticaly slew 

and al:l spent get\>'lg to ~ v.l1h !ha deep 

and exCEllent ft!11I.ng system. The deYOOpw 

steers the piEIy8" tI"o'ou\tl !tale obigaIory 

~ Wlll'l1Ome liar tu .'s crty when 

~ c:anera p;ns OUIthaI en! .-ses!'"ON 
cfr'IIdor TEitSl.Jy8 Takalash's obsessIcrI WI!h 

ihB malll!\aI has createcI a 'M)I\d d lH::as. 

~ proportOl$, dePIh. ~ <nI. 
~. COI"ISIStwa. 

Cut -9CEI'l8S a'8 WEll chct9d and haIpad 

by in rlteligenl. !IC:l'l'lEIIme5 'MttV daIogJe. 

The plo! b..ms ~ b.A gathtrs speed and 
intensity proportlClOale to the 4O-odd tun; ~ 

takes to ~&.InI.1TIIike so ITalY 

Jap;:roese atlemp!S at S08"IC8 fiction ettics, 

XEt-Josaga often asks fltEW"estrog Q.J9S\JOIlS. 

However, the SlO')1i'1e and gcmePay sectx:ns 

have rot been 1'lIEqill8d as WEll as u.,.,. 
rTl!tot and the two SoIICtICnS ~ tool i<e 
dspaate halves tailing to (X)ITllIete a whole. 

Enan"Ias 11"6 VISIble 1'1 the field, eWrWWng 

r<ni:xmess, and this \.,;'I be encu;11 to hm 

RP(; desertoo;' hB9d$. The battles ~ also 

very derr«lcIing for those --.eel on recent 

~ gcwnes. At fNf!Jfy battla. faiU'e is a 
keen reality. CI..mlncy is not twIded out freely 

and so you have to pIoo ~ and 
cIB"a:1er deYeIopment ~ aI d'alges 

that ~ I<Bep thB /Q'mja 61:tsh. 
XErlosaga is !he an\rthesis 01 the acade 

fix lHl. d88pte the tact thaI ttvs sta"IC8 IS 

tdashonable aI h 1T'O"TlIn. corms I"i\tti 
,acoo ,I, oeo dad, noIlaasI because ~ 

oIIars a 0fIe0:enI >Aewol ~'s M...e. 

........ _ ~11 to open "p. Name<> 
~tIy Htodllhrougl> ~ for it. _ titIft 
Md ,...... can _ In ditle<ent cornpanln Iound In 
!he IJIme In • ~ ._ marl<et. Nietache 

would !\eYe to.omed In ... 11"''' 

..... 

~"f IOO 

Top scoring 
~~ lOu.pila muM: !er 
CUI~.-.cI _ ...... ,., IiIdicIrw. 

whenI player t.. cc:t1IJIlI an IN tIIId _ 
prnctuated oriy by _ ell-. \II'hI;tl 

IMIp add • lot '" It.-......pw.. v....orI 
M&suda, _ bII<:omrO""'-
Yideogai ..... '1 JaM w..m.. tw cnated 
• bfraJtduI ~ !lA 01-* ect.... 
!mm IhoI first ~. Tt» l.cnCICII1 

Phitamcnic proWSeCIlfII ~ lWId 
ttJeOST is .......... ' ... oOed to ... 
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Indiana Jones and the Emperor's Tomb 
Famo1 ,)(I>o. (V«aion I"~, pc, PS2 ~ _ ~. u.euAtts(The ~I I'fO CoIO _ Oul no .. 

I f g;;rres - rneBSU'8d I:rt t-ow ITI<M1Y 
tmas trev made ',0..1 SCI'8IWTl 811he 

IBIIMsr:n set then ~ JonBs BOO !he 

~ Tomb WCUd be a !XXI" spoorrWl 

1!1doed. nslant daaItrs, ~oorrbaI. 

l¥W'l$pOlQ boss 8OOOU'lItv"S and tv..tct'rt 
controls conspre to make this a beIow-par 

e;qJEInEIflO9. If ~ wasn't for occaSlOflalI\aS'lBS 

01 mag.natIon and the fiMTOla1ty and richness 

IXlf1\I!l'\I!!d It'rou;11 1Nl Ioen:::e ItH1 The 

~ Tomb WCUd be utt~ 1orgBtIabIe. 

You" ntiaI ~ 01 ttoe ~ IS i<.eIv 
10 be good. Incti cImbs, leaPS and swrgs 
<DOSS 111:I<IChetOJS CI'IiI9rTI5 v.rth IJWI 
EW'l&1IY. B.A tt..-. 'JO..I'I begn PlA1Q IMr$, 

S'M'T1TiI'J;j fl ~ waters and 
tnggerng ,.18C/lao IISI>IS bv rT'ICMlg ~ 

arotrd. By the and of CeyIon - !hit Ifr.;I: IeYeI 

In Ih9 game - \'W" w.:t'der how i!ffl d ths 
d!l9"s Ircm TorTt:I Radaraca 1996. 

For!o.nat~ the locations st'ON ~ 

v.rilty to prevent the game from IlnflJ rno 
~ l..ara trbJle Prag..oe's castlB ruero:JrS 
<Ve par1icUarIy IeIcOOg and SCW'Ig the 1EMlI's 
kltty bell tower iI'1cU;:es g&rLW18 vertlIP. Th8 

puuIes r<rog9 Jrcm ~ S'MIch po.kg to 

OOck-dal ~ a"d. ""'* they ae 
nBYI!r ~. !!dO 9Orr8 !Itbs1arJoB to the 

c:ich9d plaIlOl".tg In lennsd OOntent. The 

~ Tomb nd<s III the J1!11I 00xes­
h;n;ty icons 8Yerl show .,.:.ou v.hn 10 pma 
<Boo dorga$ to t:week tX:I'Ml weaIun!d 
waIs A \Jadi!JOnaj platform atMntt.ffl than, 

elevated by cIa550C Io::*Ma Jones SCS'l<rtJs? 

Not QlII9. Too fl"I.Jd1 oIlhis game ~ 
a 0se00eer11"1g1aci< of poish . .ust whBn !ha 

001'baI begins to ~ 'JO..I (sae N;tot 
db) g t:naks do<M1 bec:auaa r:J a bad 

~ and AI IOlbl86Iha1 see bes waI<ng 
arotrd n crdes . ....,. the !nIIog.Ie ~ 

ilDNb"!IQTl8 ~whBn ~ <rd 
OOtctwlg onIO distn ledges, 1tlEwe in 100 

many Il5tan1-death SlI\.IaIlOnS for a g<rne 

v.f-.ctl has ~ 01 :2(}rrw'U:e ~s 
between save p:lI'lts. ThIs resLits III you 

havin'J 10 repeat !W"CJ..oous platfOlT1"li'"g sectICflS 

rmre tmes th<w1 is good for yo.x S<Wlity. 
Patoent garr'II!fS w;!h a passo'l b 

platform/puzzle g.n'oe6 wiI ~ some 
mt9ltllrfTleOl CUI of Lu:::aSArts' 1a!eSl elfort. 

b.d The ~ Tcm/:J c;:cU;j have been so 
nu::h better. Sc:me good hcroasI pByIesln,;l 

I'TI\tII hIM:! IIOOed out !100'19 oIlhe rrom 
gIavlg ossues. b.Jt them's no 61!0..100 

b" kNaI d8sigl tha! sees you tepe;:II.-.g 

Iengttrt sectlcns {M!J( and (M:II' agan. 

EdgeOO>g. 

In tMory Indy"a _hip can .... I<:~ WeaponS out 
01 "" 1\Ind, 01 ---.. but in pnoctIoo u... o..Iee 
11; ~. Combat can be run _ !he carrw. 11; 

IleNWlg.IfIough 100 ort .. you" IInd ...... 
get!ing .... _.mag. tI'Irou\Ih no !*<Ill 01 'JO'JIOWfI 

The boN ooncount6t1l (below .... _ 0I1Iwt 
....... 1 Edoge has oncount_. It's • JII\y 1Nl IIUC~ 
momenlS spoiI .. ""1 ;" o lht<WIN • _I titlo 

Fight club 
Tho 9'1"'&., CO<\"'()I!. inltlltly ~ 

with ...-- "'""0 IIwt objIo;UI........:I 
It>om to gM ., 1dv8ntIgI. You Cl<> wtIIop 
to...,;u, -. cUll.. glQ_~ 
but .. c;I~~ .... _tll\umIId 

ItIJWI5I: you. s.u.ty;ng M1imM. IIwt c:orrn.t. 
..-..- to ~ IIwt dIIr"WIO-dO III*iI of 

1Iwt1ndy'" ~ ....... \we 
__ IIwt gome's -.:It of POIiIh """"" 
~ you"lonen-"""'......­
waIo:nO into _ ...,. IIwt bOdiII 01 

I18feated to.. ~ ............. dormanI 
or ~eIy diI.ItQpear wlm 1irI .. klgie. 
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Freelancer 

T". F~.nc., un ......... 'noomJ)arably 
deta iled. Each BOO.~ pilot I, givM . ....... , 
U. raoio ct\a1VllOll _"ta .. till chlm .. from 
~ ""It, and I'" ........... is construcltod 
w~h -.....1 and \/at*I 30 ~ 

Persistence of vision 

In ~ 01 11>0 ITI(l(:Q(j ~ 

~_~F"""""" 
~. mono..- ~.". ilospofld 
1)'11'" Mw8by garIWW .. up _ own 

--. ~.II'III resufts in a 
h<..9t """"* of 8_aiIabIe \IIffitS, w/I!1 eaen 
..-.............. pc~.oI!UIod Dya ~ 
~ rurboIr 01 ~ 11'1 possitIIo 
to CIIIt. _ up.-.:l IDII ..-. in 

'--_aspect 01.,. gIlT-.. """ 
_ BIIrnIrd'S DiIbotI. flu! wilt! !he 

...... MIvIo ~ ...-oI'OIod ffan !he 

...... ~ mode such 0!'IIin&~ 

.. muted, to MY Ihe INII. 

n.. cut-seen. In IPK" Itlltions and on p/aMt surlKH worIt ..... -.gh, bu1 M" In ~ that 
F~ ... ......... TM t • • tu..-rlch g ..... I<t owes I I>A"Y debt 10 , lie blueprint .. tabllslwd by Kub<lck 

W Ilh a f<vrAar bIin:l of o:;rrbat. traCirg 

ald I'8'IiIIIW ~s. aft&' st't ',«IfS 

of strailed deveIopmEnI the fnaI FreeI8ncfr 

design beIM"s cioseo' ~ With its 

faOOeaos ttwl expected yet it does hide its 

\rOt.tIIed past ~ 'M3I. FeN PC btIes 

at! as ~ f\.nIshed Of fnet; deIaied. 
,6aj the gcme hers alleast deIi\Ifw9c1 on Ih!I 

pn::msa 10 present an open-en:ied ~. 

lh:Jugl i1 ~ thl$ merely ~les iI1to !he 

~ to dip 1'1 rd out oIlhe ~ed 
anc:o.ntEn -M1iB Ilfso ~ between 

P<nlls end space S\atJ:lIlS ::n:I <masSr"g 

rdles rd ~ Itrou;tl tradnQ, bcLnty 

tumg. rnoog Of ~ ~ for rlr"dorltv 
generated rros&CI!'lS. In truth the vcwiety oIIe<ed 

by SLd1 tasks ~ lirMed ald !he economc 
rrod!II used ta.:, th:::u;1l tho aIJMy to 8i:7' 
WIItl Of agar6I the IT'IErt)' dfferenI factO'lS 
~ a weIco'nB ~ beyond !he 
usual wnx::entIa'tfIr'IaI ratOJ system. 

~'s cnne!ha! FffJOOncer has mosl 
r:bKusJy been CIA d<:MoT1 to SIlO. In place of a 

rnas:sr.oett ~ BflVWO'TTl!:I!1IS a mora 
~ setl..Jl v.tlInt1f ~ C8I'l ho6I ther 
DMl, more rnode6C QIWleI.riVerse. 5acIy, 

pIayrlg on srnaI·9CilIe S6"'MS adOs kttI8 to 
the FrooI8nc;g e;.penence. <rid because 

cttaracters C8I'll be ITlCMld from one game to 
inJ!her, a poor nrtJ:i ctrt:a of server has - """""""'. 

RsalI'Y'O.<atO'lIS lnSlaad 10 be Iol.nd 1'1 

!he ~ 01 !he rru:n-debaled 
mouse-di\lel1 oontrd system. I1's a mo.oe that 
suo::ooc!s In mak.\1g Free/an(;(y the most 

~ space stxxJmg..'tradng QIVT1II 
__ . tJ.Jt ilfsoawries a heavv pnoe. GMlers 

e.>:peCI space comoat to be W'8I/Ol(JOn of 

aor c:orrbaI- as Capcon's Xl:lox tItle Steel 

&malon so I'18nOsomaty dEImonslrates, 
g<rnefS crave a more physical way of 

engagng 1"1 sci-fi a:;to:::n. Freri8rcf!¥ comas 
across tile a COAI"IIo Oabb, buI v.tvl.1 

added pace to the ~ gEI'1'e tu'nS !he 

shoot 'em o...p Into a SI'l'\?iSflC fi!t« 10 piece 

!he rmuse ~ CN9t a tlrg!H 

Freooncer IS 19I'1'.a!Y.aIJI~ . The 
desIro to .....:wk \t'rougtl the engaQflg plo!: cnd 
the geed for geater nc;hes a-1d ~ 
~ &'8 raabIv IIIfac::IMI rnecta"osms. 
and thaI nctiV del:aied ~ adds ~ 
to the jcuney. BulIhen!-s crtv !lO rru::t\ joy 10 

be ICUld 1"1 repetib::ln, parI!CUarty I'.1"oen 
ctrogfi(;1tng r,tMxles (Ill so ~. 
~,~'s ci!IioJt to recaI....t1at all 
!he fuss was ever atxluI. 



Delta Force: Black Hawk Down 

It is SLII'eI'J' ifiy a matt€<" 01 tme befcre 

recent CO'lIIicts in the MidcJe East become 

....:Ieog<Irnes. And ~ any games ~ IS 

goOJ 10 be maMlg CW'le sudl g<me. tt's more 
tha'l i«lIy 10 be US-based rrWit.:wy·oc;tkJn 

~ts, NavaIogic.lrdeed, the ~ 

most recent effort was !he appalling DeJta 
Force. Task Forca Dagger, a k/l:'.X::l<.-oII 

cast>-n 00 the Ma Force series based 00 
!he Cl.ffl'<lI sotuatlC):"l i1 Af!)'l;:riStan and 

rushed out in lime 10 stl be topical. It was 
al abysmal /aiue . 

BJad< Hawk ~ on the other hand IS 

not a fam-a F(V trcrn~. 11 fact Ths latest 
nstalmefll of !he series isn't smptj a renin 10 

form: it'S a form-SlXP<'SSIf19 achievement of 

IX) mean merit. Black Hawk Dawn ~ 
matdles Novaioglc's pnMcos best, DfJta 

Force 11, and beats it 11 r1'l<VlV rI:lg(lfds Tns IS 

a soldier srn".,;\tl!he ~ on ~ 

=l>ted, high-conl8flt 1'TlISSICOS. The actJor1 is 

hete<ogenecJUs and the missions wu.tl be 
nail btWlg. were ycu able to ill you t'Q1ds 

from the rontro/S fix f.M.l(1 a seo:::>:'YId. 
As with all marnstrsam PC Iir1;lper1ion 

shooters Black Hawk Dawn is IlO()Il'!lOIJSt 

g"aphicaliy sophslicated. ~ to 
O"OOle so:ne 01 !he grittiest ...roan 
environrner1ts fM!J( soon, YoNe sti ~ 

on a scale that many I\qlt sm.Aaoons 

......:Ud be prc:od of. But BJad< Hawk Dawn 

also rnana;;JeS to ~ a ~ cbse 01 
realism in physics and aclKlns With a said 

,..actior1 of~. 

This is a g<me that takes great sto::::k in 

!he sllrnliaticn that is to be garnemd from 
playing with ~ military hardw<ve, from 

srOpa" rifles to rlWWYl9 the JTri:}..ns 00 a 
Black Halo.+< gu"lShIp. Black Hawk DoIrn 
o::nsisteruiy deIivefs solid, n I..f1!!XCePbcoaI. 

El<'1tertairment, creatng believable ~ 
and dlallenging I\glt sequerces. The lean· 

based actlO<l wetI<.s spknddy, with criv !he 
slightest 01 QJMlrs in !he Al, frcm whch 

rrudl is expected in the complex and diverse 

level mechancs . YOIJ te<rn wiI oifer CO'IIeffig 
fo"e , tell ycu what they 're l(.l \0 , W1.ffi 01 

nx::ming enernoes and generally rep out 
If ycu can stcma::ll L'le precaOOus 

ethicaj nallJe of yet another PC fifStpe-sen 

shcolBr that takes ArnEcican ntervoolKln In 

!he V€Iy serious political quagmm that IS 

Sor'naia as rts Sltlject matter. then t!"vs g<me 

makes tor a varied and ~ piece of 
goJl-action. Just doo'l expect ~ 10 be 

the g.:vne 01 the Iim. 

Edge """", 

Muc~ of lhe ",,000 i. bawd aro~nd •• ~ides, 

Including boats and lIe-licopters. These add a 
welcome sen .. of realism and d i.ersrty 10 I'" 
O1herwiM combat-bued c~an..nge. 

Call me a chopper 

While !he us miIiIao)' ..,.,.,... PI"eIti' sparse 
on !he dloppe< 1l"'J5. tt does boast an 

irrp"essiv<o array of helicopters. which are 

~ int~$d into !he act"" oIlhis 

latest D&lta FO«:e ~. The ""'"" uses a 
roodified ...."..;on 01 ~s ~ 4 eng .... . 

~ Ih8t so.'ng across large 
lanOscapes in !he BIac~ Hawk blends 

searnIessIy with gritty infantry ~ 

<Wld spedaJisI urban assoolts. While BIacI< 
~ Down isnl anytttr.g ""e .......... \ seen 

l)ef<n. ~ does '""9\"IM1 a new direction kif 

N<wak>gli<:. who "'"""'" to boI getting !he 
hang of maNng <lec<Im _ aI 01sI. 

The enlfirooment, In BlM;k Hawk Down Oon'l man""" ItIe Incre<l ibfe e ll""lI of some recent FPSs. but 
lhey are beauliNl and well ~la\OId . Aggr •• S<v.locals wi~ • • en hutt sl"".s and abu .. al your soldier. 
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Virtua Fighter 4 Evolution 

vmUB FiQhr'" 4 lana will be ~aoed to leafn 
that WIDe 011'" ",;ginal't o ,aphi<:. l lI8wl 
h •• e been """"" 0011." this update. Now 
~ i. as close to the Naomi 2 . . ... ion al yoo 
could t.op. lOf on PS2. Obseoai_ will 
be IIP<Inding much time "' the I I\op (right). 
"'M'" hundreds 01 Hems can be purchased 

Super Puzzle Fighter 11 Turbo 

T tis is a ~ game. so jOO'I lrrmda:BIy 

rec:::cqlisa the basic game dynamic. Pats 01 gems 
faI !fern the top 01 \he so--.. juslli<e A¥:> f'Vyp. 

Ur/Ike Sega's e~C6Ier1I p.!Uief. Ih::<.ql, !hay <Xm9 

(b<ooctyj in two types : the s!frdEo-d gems. v.hict1 ate 

SIalic and inert , and oo::Uar gems. v.hid1 C8I.ISe 

sta"dard gems oIlhe same coIocu" to cnrrda when 

placed il dmct proxirmy. The idea is to ~ togettw 

as tTWI'f SI<W'dard gems as posstlI9 - snoe when 

r9Ctar1gUw ~ts 01 gems ..... made they form 

bigger. 0'0ll p::ower1l.J gems - and !hen blrst ttun 
W ere yo.Jf owcon does the same to you 

Yes, we've boon here before. tvt PuzzI8 F'f1l/flr is 

ana 01 !he ha-rlfLI 01 TeIIis clones !ha! at Ioost Ies In the 

same Iaagua as Paj:tncYIl's mast€llWOO<. This \I9f"Sicf1os 
~ect. CO'l"Wlg with .pu;:zIe. socticns to o.rb:>< 

extras. These ...., ~ rne·ro.n:J battles ~ se! 

oppo::t"6lts. but Ih8y 00 pro.ide a cis1roct.ion frl;m the 

main BYef1t. as does the system ..... and sIngIa.G8A 

t>MJpiaye< mcde. That 's wh«e AmJe Figtltar's besI-

as a <istracboo . sornethrlg to dp in and 001 01 - and 

~ 's o.rik<l/y ¥t1 bJyet awiile 01 that wiI be 

~ other than delgttad. 

Edge _, 

'02 

5 ~ is r, /asI'ioo , Is this a r.::MII Wi1'I at gett;ng 

gr1s i'1.erested 11 gMTIg. or IS ~ ;..st a 
~\Ia1d?l'.t\atev8'1hecase.~1S 

me oIlha main fwllles !hat Sega.M\2 has expanded 
cpon i'1 its \(ldate ot VF4 . Frr.m -Mgsand contact 

lenses ttYotq1 to so.ba <Wing gear. \he imIY 01 ~ems 
avaiabIe to b.Iy i'1 &otJto:rJ is ~. 

The Klrnite modo oI1h9 c.rigIOaI has beet1 

~ in I~ 01 Quest mocle wtoch ooes yo.x 
chosen combatant cU<rg ~ out in Saga World west 
and E'M1I SQuare. The latter oilers an ~ rnnge 

01 COltestS. I<e \he Iron Fq'I too.mamBllt (ptn::has 

and kkks do klss <ilmage) or !he Hyper Actm battle 

()K:u c:ooiJos spood "" as !hay o::rroecI). CO W6I ... 
these t~s and you w.I iocrease jUl" rari<iog 

and 00'f1 cash IcY those aI-irrportant sOOpp;og sprees. 

SuI apM frcm rri'1or (1apticaI t>MlaI<s and two 
fresh dwacters (Brad Bur6 and GoIl HOOgaTI). VF4E 

rllrl'Iilins rnri1 \he same game. ErMrorments stI laiI to 
COO'l)aIl3 vd to [b43's, ;nj txxtyllrrtJ Icd<.i"lg and 

conoectioos ate a ~ of! at tlMS, ~ ra-nans furiously 

~,,\I9"SUS mode. W ~s not !he loop 

fo-w<o'd Edge ""'" I>:;JpWlg b 

Eac" ot I .... super·deformed Capcom 
c"aractera COITIH w~" his or he< own 
attack pattOfn. wllk" reptflsents I .... colou. 
ot 0'1"'* .... o ...... wut l"ruSI .,., to t .... 
opponent"s "at! of It!e se ... n wl>en gems 
are deslfoyed. T .... system I, slmllarto 
\I1al commonl)r Men In TallO"s PunJe 
8obb~ aka &1SI·t ·Move 



The Lost Vikings 

I ;rn Eri< the Swift," exclaims the fr..;t (j 'PJ vkogs il 

the rath9" ~ ~ tutorial, "I can nrIlike the 

"'*'<l ardleap tus in a srge txo..nd. ~, 

t.s terowWdogs, aa/the Slco.r! <nd SaIoog the Fi!n:8, 

;Do h;:rva a rurt:e- d ~ attrhutes. ".;m LW 

possessi'lg the ability to tb:::k enemas, ~ and 

p-cMde a platlcm'1 "';!h his shd:::I, I'otiIe SaIoog - the 

archEo- .n:l swooJsman 01 the trio - can Id< SWIIcheos 

from a cts'.ance an;:! <ispatdl enerroas. 

T9IY1lWO'1< IS the ~ 01 the oot honl. leYoIs 

CCt1SIS1 01 JlcroosngIy intncat9 2D pIatformng 'mazes' 

fflPIete with cbstacIes that can r:dI be oueroome 
ttro.qJ ~ use 01 ead1 "'"'>Is o.HQJe sI<I set. 
I<Sys S1tua:ed 0'1 rq,e. !)'l:U1d. kr" n>tance, need 

Oafs sheId to proo.oda rru::tHlOOdocI eIawIKln so that 

Eri< can make that Cfl.JCiaI~, ~'s a snpe~, 
9'lI'11oo. 001 ~s execution is c..-tany sansIyi1g, more 

so on encGIJ1tamg the t~ puzzI9s....tio:::t1 f9QI.A'l.I a 

gt!Q\ cIaaI 01 CCOSIdBraticn 

This is a weIcane CC<1\IefSIOO 01 BizzM:I's 

dl6rished 16bit strategy acIJc:oef and,...,. v.orth a 

~ for those who Ike to dlaIeoge th9r '¥f'1 

maner as WIll as their reI\exeo:s. 

M~ny of the p"ule, requi,. one viking to 
scout the way ahead , tngger\n9 switeMs 
aoo <Mfeatill!l foes so that 11le1_.-· 
equipped memi;>e,. 0111\$ party may 
COnlinlM. It all starts out In slmpllSl'" 
fashion. of course,!>IIt swiftly becomes 
• matte< of hard, concerted planning 

Biohazard Gun Survivor 4: Heroes Never Die 

The challenge growl i""",a"ngl)' , ...... ied 
as the \IftIM p<og,." ..... = yoo ,.on'l want to 
waste a single smk!geon oI ammo If YOu''''' 
10 ""nti"" YOU' way tI1rough each !evil! 

B Ierdiog ttwtt>ernon ocOOn <rid Iirstp«sa1 Vtt9Jl 
biasing to create <Vl eot8l:'lalo'li;'lg gen'6 01 its 0Ml. 

ths Icuth ~ mIe is a reMn to the Resid6nt Evi 

wend, COI'T'flIe!e .,.,;tr) Iegicos oIlTOYlioiI ZOO'tlI8s and 

IllCfe spectaco.D"~c.rnI beasts . tt's ~ ard 

w-m. but pushes most 01 the tiglt bu\t()r6, both in 

terms of atmDsp'1em and tension in pay \Mile no! 

doog ar1')1hing ~ inrIcMltMl G<Xl SuN/vor 4 

is ~. to.n and ~ chaI!J)gng on its 

'Mrnme' cifficu'ty settfl;j. 

Nether s/loottlg a e>:pioratlon is ~ ~, 
h<mever, so despOI:e the bJdy ~tation. tt-is C<:d:I 

wellloove tans of bOO! g<rrns Ieeiio;) a rttI9 cissatlsfied. 

The expcmtioo m::d9 car1 be a iItI8 fdctv and I 

~aty et1tails o..nsorhStiCa!oct n..tYW>"J about pid<i1g 

'"" ksys. Nor is the shoomg action as inYmtMl as 

scrne ga'YleS in the t;to\!}Jl ateOa. d9spit6 a zcmbIe­

rKiJm CIIy ~ a <XYISis:t'01 chaIengB /Cl" the 

rellexes. The !act that eoerroes car1 attad<; In:m all sdas 

I\""o83"IS that yoo ha\."! to Itn< abouI ~t and 

posIIi<ri"g as yoo blast IJOOI ~ tt-m.ql a garoo. 
~'sall ~ u" Ihm, b.Jt rm-.ing that" 

keep yoo indocJrs !or the SUTWTlOf. 
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Phantasy Star Online Episode I & 11 

The rich MW en .... ronmftnts In the 
G~meCube's Episode 11 make the 
Orttamca. t original. look quile li.-d . Bul 
$Mic TMm h8. done till ... 10 """ate tI>e 
oIde, loc al"'"., choosing InstelKl to alte< 
so",. 01 t!le ba .. c e llKll. like tile T~.pi~. 
while unlO<tunalely ret.;ninll llle pov-up 
avid...,lln the oame-S moM open ""'a. 

Rayman 3: Hoodlum Havoc 

R aj'fl'WlS corrtro8I'CI1II perI<:m'owlce has boon a 

polrllI'Y'iIO S<J.JfCIl 01 cheef tor Lbi SolI, <lnd !hs 

inst<*ner1t d9'nonsIrates oo::e ~ the S6'ies' hi<j1 

prt;rlJctict1 \Iak..es and rich sense 01 dla<acterisab:;n 

Ho::d.xn Ha;o:;'s ~tive sl}W1g om pamg match 

those 01 any SatllClay rranng <:Moon. bu! while this 

wI no oo..t>t be SlJ!IJcIenIlor the g<mes intended 

arlenc<.I. d<;Iar, JT1CO'e r;yrfaJI gamars. I'otio have had 

their platfOOTrlQ palate cUed by COIJItIass sirnb trtJas, 

wI be less IMIng to ~ the games basic 113ws. 

The first of these Os the gaone's camra - always the 

most crucoaI aspect 01 any 3D platfoonef, H€te it is as 

wayward as tt>!JI' get land lacks the fressed cmtrols of 

Maro ~), Ir<quently maI<rg ba:sicacbons rn<;>"t! 

ctfIiclj! than tt>!JI' stnk! 00. And thou;tl ~·s not <iffictit, 

~ !W"e _aI lrustrati"lg mcments rue to de1Icoeot 

IevaI 00sql (eg the Rez/F~~ "'t<rtJde 

sections, ...ncn!W"e a real test 01 pati£o:)a). 

A Pett"o"a 0I~, '-""'IY'9 from G8A In<W 

kartrlg to terns and lirntperson shootng . mdifies the 

Jrpact 01 sud1 ftaws, but .., general the q.JM~ty and 

<:riginaIity 01 theoo g:wres ootweigls thei" (J..I!Wty. 

IM1icll mves a rathet ~ tas:a .., the ITICO.Jth 

'" 

T hs expa"ded a"d tweakocI GC BCitio:1 01 PSO 

Id:I.'.ded ilto two episodasl retains tte lEwls and 

/eaIt.nls Ircrn \tie OC's V6'2, IMth the ad<f<tirn of a 

!iiITDIy sized cdec:tl;n 01 attractive new locales a1d a 

fL.fy reftrtIished ~ 2 from whidl to access ttwn 

The alWl9 e>:pOOence, hcIMMlr. has changed ittle 

The S<'tVt'f'S we as stable as belC«!. It1e strpistic 
process 01 slashing tt-.-o.ql idooti<il eoemies to 

ro-ease Ie'>~ aod h..rlti'lg fco- those eU;ti!l ram ~EmS 

remans intact , but the sense 01 comm.nty ~h1n\s loa 
~ prdiferatm oIllBcl<.Og <W'd ~) has 

~ a groot dooI since the labric r:J; the DC 

~ descended into chaos. 

However. the oppc;mmy 10 make vaI.Jabje 

d1arlges has boon wastocl - !ha OOditm 01 a man..laf\I 
cootroled C<VYltJ'8 , tEUl1-{)asocj battles, and a Slrn'l:J'Y 

recessrty kY~ ~ Mve boon~. 

nsl6OO, th9 oriy sio;rifica1t adciIioos "' ... h"oo fresh 
chirncter types, a new rest ... 01 00Y.nic>adabIe q..oests , 

GBA rl'ling<fnels, ,nj a fOllJ)l:ayer ~ mode 

~, fa those......-.g to rMlSl r1 aI of the 

parap'urOO reQ.iedlo~ it , Phantasy 

Star Oh rt'ffiains a beguiIr1g pu;poct. 

Edge ""'" 

n,. .. '" ~,in amount 01 w~ and Ilal. 
e_lll11'Oughoul Hoodlum H.voc·. cut­
se_ I .• nd tI .. .. are certainly s.om& very 
s"ck produe1;or. val,,". TIle problem is lust 
tha t, In te rms of .aw enl<>Yment, tile game il 
somehow undefwhelmillll. It'. not b/Jd, by 
an~ meanl. and it daMn'l &Mm like a 
cynical a tlllmp! to cash"" ~I""'. 11 just lails 
to eve. r!H beyond tile leve4 of mundane 
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Where yesterday's gaming goes to have a lie down 
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Examining gaming history from Edge's perspective, fi ve years ago this month 
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1. Total AnnihiJation draws 
Edge out to Seatt~ /Of a 
spot of t>oik.Ing lroo1<vlce 
2. Xi "has 100 potential to 
hold pIay<l!'S engrossed fOt 
hoIn", Edge wants to see 

the sequel hen.t, now 3. "" 
AMl team member in a 
drnss, celebrating Dynamita 
DeI<a 2 4. Gr9g Fischbach. 
Acclaim CEO. thinks about 
cash-i1s 5, I~. 7f1 0 
6. ~"Mart>Ie' Madness 
meets He/Id 0 ..". Heels " 

'" 

If only Edge <idadVlcecd.mns "Afle< a 

rorna'ltic dif1ner at FIest<uant~. fa- e~, 

~ may !eel the '-"9" to lean l.p and shoo! tIc.oM1 

~ alien forces ..... ttw, the confines 01 a 

hy<IauIicaly JX)W6fOO VR-oosed riOe.· SOlXIds like the 

pwfect way of savng a re!atia1ship , but It.mS out to be 

a c:lescripti<Y1 of Namco Nao"r1aT""",, , aI<a What Edge 

Ood On ~ s &rrrner Holidays. What Edge a/sodid was 
go riding <>'OlX1d the MoIagI Hc:o'lda ciroJit WI\tl one 
Tos/ihIrn Nagosti to promote Dayt(>"18 USA 2 

'MlaI else? A huge pre>kw of Appeals O:A=! 

OlD THEY RU.U.Y SAV THAT? .,. __ . __ """""""'_ .... ~wllt>o"""" 

..-w.g".,."Ihoif~·SCH_Clria ........ - .... ~-.~--
DID £OOE RE.'.lU SAy THAT? 

.,.. """""Y ...... -.. b (58~ Sonjt""","",*" _ 

.... """"'_~ ....... ~"'Ito_loo!monIh· 
."'" • __ .... tj'pOIln .... 1)(M capI>OnI 

rrs-rscRUHS lAND RATINGS) 
_ (PSIPC; &11~, r-&Il m.. (PS; Met ~ s..ior 

(SoI<m; 111~ , Sf>« Ops: """""" _IPC; met ~ 
IPC; 1I1(lI. """""",,,,(PC ; !lI101, Cita,;t-'(PS; ""'01. '­
....",. (PStPC: 71101, S .... w., ~ (PC; &I101, .... ~ ~-" 

(PC: &'101. G AS," ~iV""'" Hf)(T-" (N6.<. ""01. _ '" 
T_ "-{PS;UlOI, _ :JD.-...,.,...,. .... ..bIgoIO(PS; &<1111 

macla IUlCOI1OfllIC lJSa 01 a lifIh·coIooJ silver, "'* 
Gapcom's VIJmp;'e Savior was the <nt splash 01 coIooJ 

In an o\tIerWIs6 d<:MJ reviews section. And In Florida, 

two poiIlCians attempted to ban \IioI.ent videogames , 

"The biI is tryWlg to aIaw DU' S«::iety 10 prOlect ilsdl 

and as ycu>g people,' said one, "Iroo1 the SCOIXg£! of 

the rampant 'IioIenca that penooates DU' society: 

Peo'h8ps one day SOCI1 the vi<:loogame irO..ts1ry will ha"" 

It'e Iot;JbyWlg power of the NM, and ttOs sort 01 thiog 

'NI stop , But thoo what wooid Reset have to 

wrrte about In five yews' !om",? 

It was a healthy InteteSlin swmming that led 

me to a very url>eaIthy Interest In W,1eogames. The 

local baths h;od a cafe wtOch showt:asad the best 

co;n.ops cllhll day. All ... soweral clones cl Space 

/rIvaden, \tie iosaoeIy coloo.wlul Frogger got my 

attention. Then, one day, Phoenix appeared. 

It was Incredible, an ~ion of \tie best brts 

cl Ga/a>1a'I and Moon Crosra. The ba:kground 

starfieId was hypnotK:, and the play ... sh;p seemed 

moro aIiv& than anythong belcxe. It was an aI-out 

battle ag.aiost \tie alien 10\'Ce. 

The firnt w",",e was JUSI an opener, carefully 

pIacod 10 ~,m, you in. The !IOmpje sound effects W8fe 

_ 0123 

screeching and lemfying as It'e first w",",,,, 

dM!bombed your ship, ff ~ becamII 100 much, you 

could bottle ~ and use the shield. EM the b40rUs. 
Jesus, the birds. A few sw01ng eggs soon mutated 

into /lying 31"", beasts. Sure, you could shoot theO" 

wings off, but all tooofteo ~ was wasted lWTlmO, III"<l 

a single shot to the head was wfIat was ooeded. 

The final glory was the roolhership, tt too4< a lot cl 

credits befOOll could reoch it. and then several months 

belortll too4< rt down. To me, ~ was more exciting 

ItIan blowing up the Death Stir. The cabOneI stayed 

there for a long !me, eventualfy to be replaced 

WIth Sp.ece Hamet, ll1eo I lost my mind. 
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• 
In ox~ Communicate by post: 

Letters, Edge, 30 Monmoulh Street, Bath BA 1 2BW 

Or emait: 

edgeOfutur&net,co.uk 

First, I'd like tOCOl"qat\Jate IoW on the 

artdes iI1 E 12 1 about gif'I ganws. I espeaaI!y 

eoiOYed the 8ft1deS 8bOut womeo in the ndustry, 

and findong that although i'1 my local area I am 
among a minority of girl g;Yl\9fli. gif'ls can go out 
and gar1 respect /0( their skj/$_ It made a 
refresh<ng change for go1s 10 be gMIIl the credit 

that they cIese<Ye as Q<VnerS playng whatever 

gerve of g¥1"Ie tt'ley like. Haw'lg played 

~ 9IfIC8 the B6C came out, and r'ON 

oYri'Ig /JI 01 the Cl.I'I'eI1t consoles IWld seYBrlII retlO 

coreoIes, ~ IS goocIlO see girls bang tal«<! 

18nOlJSIy 'NIttwl the 'o'ICieoglrne wo1d 

Second. I WCJ.*j like 10 comment on Lous 
BadcxX:I<'$lIIter E121J about 'The State of Play 

NaIO"! . I dosagree wttll'lS ~ IhaI ~ are 
too long. Cute the opposIIe, I IBIiII that I'll1rI'J' 
~ _ too SI'IOr1 Take The Lad of the fYngs: 

The Two ToNers. Stxe. ~'s a r8BIy WEll made and 
I\.fl game to play. buI when I SCiI aown one 
Satl'day 8\I8rWlQ 10 play tt I IirIshed ~ the same 
rqu AdrMtecty IhaI was Of'tt WIth one d1<wactar 

bot ttYee ---.gs 10 OCWf'llIela a whole g<me IS 

100 $I'IOrt. ifl companson FflBI F8I1tasy x kept me 
oco..pied /0( CNetI eo hcu's 

The fact IS that most p.bkshefs put gaoos 

001 8t fljI pr'oc:e whetrler tl"lEly are short or long, 

and most garr.ers would fl"ol.d'I rather play 40 I'l<:us 

Of a 1:40 game than four hours 01 a ('40 game. 
Yes. I agree that me pOce of games is too high , 
bot please don 't give us less fun by shortening 

"" ,.,.., 
Helen OTocle 

P$t\apS videogame po..tlist8s shoo.Jd consiclar a 
\.918bIe pricing stl'\lCllO'll that ~ g<me length 

- !IS opposed 10 one IhalI9llects ether (J2Iity fOr. 

mc::we speofIcaty. lad< 01 ~ Of the aTlOI.IlI 01 
tme SIOCe 8 game., /'8i88SI&. 'Nhodl is the ~ 

rrod8I tha! WOUld ClmII1Uy appear to be in use. 
we CWI DuI hope. 

Thanks for your QII'1ISSUe. 1 an a woman 
01 41 'Mttl a la"I1It18'ld O!t'e- nteveslS who also 

happens to etlOY~, SI'IOCk horTOr1 The 
Idea 01 games targeted ill women SOU"Ids tllll"lttv 
repe/klnt, pultng me'" rTW'Id of 'Fr\erOs-, '6nclget 

Jams's DIary' Of 'Cold Feel' sprI-01Is_ A tllJy 

hcn1foc tl'o::lught . ~, thanks for yt:A.I( POSliMl 

at~tl)(le to women end M3t'S hope that one per cent 

readership proportoon 1fTlP!OY8S. 
5al1y Hewison 

What's wrong wnn g;wnes based on 'Fnenc!s'? 0-
'8OOget Jones 's 0iIwy' for that matter? AJtIn.Jgt1 
WE! take VOS poIlt about .Cot! Feet· 

Although not a rnernbe' 01 tte ongnBI 

generalIOI1 01 hardcore gcmMiI. who ~ t411l the 
age 01 tte C64 end AI.., 2{;(X), I WOlAd SbI 
CUlSIder J'llySEIII ao 8YId garner II'ld I am W'I'8'IIIy- s 

student on a Computer Games Plog!lllii'TW1g 

o:Iegee oo..rse II'ld therefore SlmU108d by 
bu:idrg dIIYeIopers on a ~ basIs_ I WOlAd like to 

mak8 d8a' tt"ool.Igl that n ks no! ;....st oIcIer ga-ners 
who 1I'e gettong bored I'Mh the o.rrent gEllWiltoon 

01 dEnvatnIe toties. 

Suct1 bot8cIom seems to be s sentmenl shared 

by most ~ 01 rT'/f 8I}8. But SiflOEI ..... ttlirl the 
next one Of two years we WIll. hopeIl.fy, be leaving 

~ty to PtnU8 catIEIrS 11 the ~ 
I1dustry, I am begnTog to feej we may be 

heading to'W<Wds S face-of! \YIII'l massrr.aJ1<;et· 
obsessed ~_ 'M1EItn. tt"U 'NI have 8TrI 
aflact on !he type, or QlI8Iity, of games beIlQ 
deYeIoped OYer the next few years is hard to say, 

but studenCs like myse/IaralTliik«y' to just rei OYer 

~tly; WE! _ allI6IY passionate about the 

Wieog<me n::t.Istry end detenTW1ed to haYEI OU' 

say about ItS future MayOe OU' YI8WS wI root be 

hooded II'ld WE! wI go ~ I1.to the rqu. but 

ean. YmI tte next few ye5$ seem likely to be 

some 01 the i"ilOSt onterestng .... tte I'lIst071 01 the 

~ nct.Istry. 
J Rosa Keveme 

The issue touched ~ by~, 
SteYan Poooe and Mr 80110 (E 122). about Ihe joys 01 

vM::IeogM'les of old, is a p.:w1iC1Jaf f~e 01 rTWlEI , 

end one that I'\EN6f falls to get rT'/f blood boiW"Ig . AI 
I can say IS that I'm glad to hear that there is at 

least one othef pe<SOI1 out there who shares rT'/f 
VIfJW. Tharok you. Mr Bitfo. 

I would ike to extend tile argumerot slittle, 
though_ Mr Biffo conceded, as I do, that tha 

cun:lf1t catalogua of games for the tl'lr8e main 
console pIa:toons is d10c:.a·b!oc Wltnlezy 
ports . lazy licences and Iazy~. The PC 
I1"3I<et is probably even iTJCIi'I3 salunlled But 
am I the cny one who reaises that tt.!! has ai'Nays 

boon the case? 

t am cumndy 24 years old. end I hIM! been 
pIayrog games for as long as I can ren-errber -

p.ostlike near1y !MJIy ottoer Edo- reader. I hIM! 
maoy I'TIEITlCI1EIS or !1001 games beI1g played on 
rT'/f Spectnm 48K, but I can just as ~ recaI 
stardirY;j 11 from 01 !he SIIIeo:':tnl 01 games sysil<lble 
Jl JoIrI Me=oes. o..nabIe to cil!erentJale between 
the s;mey Iltles, mistaKentv beiew1g that the 
£3.99 titles WOlAd be ~er tIIao the £:2.99 titles, 
£2 .99 beller tIIao £1.99 end so on. Of the 

1 OO-pIus ~tes I a.vned, ;n:x.nd 75 per cent were 
smpIy trash that I1I!YeI" got played. 

The ie!t1lfS to Edge benloarW"og tile cIemse 01 
quality games are srnpIy so 11llITOW.mirlc!ed end 

rose tinted t's unbeHevable. 

Andrew Merson 

Nostalg.a is a powerluI sentiment. there's no 

oowt about that. Arod you're ng'lt to point out 

that previous geruatlOOS of ga-ners have been 
Sl.tl,ect to a ralt of lazy casIl-i1s. But ~'s 
Edge's belief tMt, \tlo::lUo;11 tI1ere _ plenty 01 

Yid80games out there that ecIipS8 aoyttw"og ttlat's 

gone before. tI1ere is also s greeter rurber 01 
averagawam titles, sapprlg too many hou's. 
feaIlDlg too maov desqll\aY.'s that ara obvious 
II'ld aasoly COfTeCted. ttlarlEM3l" before. And 
~O"ItI1aIBy, tt's aI too'o<ett that !he youthllJ 

0ptmISm 0' future gerwaooros of et::iOO's \YI~ be 

i1suf!icoer;t :0 remedy tt"U lac! wothout JTl8jOf 

struct...-al C>'la1QIl_ 

I 
''The current catalogue of games is choc-a-bloc with lazy 
ports, lazy licences and lazy lookalikes. But am I the only 
one who realises that this has always been the case?" 



I think Steve AlJStin was stone cold wrong 
when he called the BBC WKx1eI B a ·'sensible' 

computer that schcoIs and kids who worn CIati<s 
shoes used to piay with· (E t 2Z) . 

I remember playing 00 Repton, aoo ~ was 

excruclatirgly hard as a six-ya<W"-oid kid . But it was 

also imrnensefy rewarding, and became my first 

obseSSK>n game. I k>ved my copy of Moon CrBSta , 
and my copy of Microkft and al l the other gea.t 

games out there fo< it. But I also owned a C64, 
and I still 0>\In one now. It wil fOO!'ll8l" hojd a place 

1"1 my heart. alongside the masses of ~tertrQr"OC 

games and Ocean film ficances WltI1 it (180 on the 

C64 has r.ever been bettered as a darts game). 

Also, I take issue al the Idea. at g<rnes not bein;l 

as impo-assrve as they oooe~. I remember my 

first go 00 an Amtga, p~ SU{Jf'I>' Hang-On , and 

loving !MJ!y minute. I remember my first game of 

Sonic the HocJge/lOg But therl I also remember the 

first lime I saw the Dinosaur detno 00 the PSooe. 

or the first time I played Soul Cah'l:xx on the 

Dreamcast, or evoo the amazement and 

excitement of GameCtbe Burnout. 
I stil love my C64. my BBC Micro ar.d even my 

trusty GameGear. The point is, ~ doest1 't matter 

where, when. or how you d<scover g<rnes. A gocd 

game is a good game. regardless of format. 

po/ygOIv'sprrte CO\.<11. or licence. 

Rob Mortimer 

Let's see, recently we've had Maslarol 
0rtxJ 3. Command and Conquer: GenaraJs and 

we've got Stool Battalion. FrooIanc8£ aoo MetfOid 
Prime coming out I don't knc>w about everyone 

eise, but between my Xbox and PC I managE! to 

trod at least one game to buy each mmltl. and 
usually two or three . Is the industry hav'ng a mid­

ife criSiS. or are some of the pI1l'Viously hardcore 

t<YlS simply finding that !hey have more obligations 

than hou"s these days? 

lain Howe 

To play cIeviI's advocate for a second, foo.x of the 

tales you mention are sequaIs or remakes. and the 

ApoIog HlS for banging on. but /co real ly i. rather 
good, Just Imagine a world where ~ was actually 
promoted to consumers, instead 01 IefI to languish 

fifth isn't as excitW"ig as its custom-buW\ paripheraI. 

But in 1n'>W6l to yo.x question, s>Jeti the answer 
is that it's a <xJrTtiIation of the t.Yo. Ard ~ ~ is the 
case thal a generation of t\ardoorl:I g<merS sin1pIy 

doesn't have as mud1 spare time to play gamas as 

it used 10, why (V'On'1 more vidaogames 00Sig'led 

with this fact .... mnd? 

E122 must have been one oi the gloomiest 

gaming pubications I hava ever read . Whal was 
the desired effect. lhou(tt? Surely nol just to 

eno:;ourage readers 10 dIXnp thei" CO'lSOIes and 

copiIlS of Edge. and pick up a hoI:lby in a more 

tlYivi'lg area (MI'llITlEI IrOr'Wlg?). What theo? 
Perhaps to I"IghIiglt that there is a problem. WeD 

)I(lU didn't need to use at of the long words in 

Edge 's vocabu(ary to tsl us that. We can already 

find that out for 0l.f1;e/\IeS by s.mpIy scarring over 
a copy of something like 'Computer and Video 
Games ' and tamenting about how everything 's so 

damned 'ace' Edge s.mpIy replaces 'ace' with 

'average' and is a bit mora honest about the 

situatioo. Just like 'Computer and Video Games', 

though , il fals to come up ..... th any good soIutlOr'lS 

and doest1't even try. 

~ is tar, fa( loo ittle to repeated~ ptace 
;nteres~ngfllYlOVatMllgood games 00 ageing 

peOOstals. How many lines in fNery Issue does 

Edge need \0 refer to /CO. Rez or SU{Jf'I>' MonKey 
BaJ(I Ard dclr1~ blame thei" lack of stX:CeSS on 

marl«lting. /co failed to impmss me at all; I bought 

Rez and ~~, but only for a few hou"s; and 

Super Monkey Bal was fun tor a weel<BOd before I 

returned ~ to Game. 

My suggestioo ts: no more naysaying. Come up 

with some gocd ideas for games by yourselves. 

Find new talent Write featl.<W about 1itt1e-1<!1own 
geniuses and why their games are origir\al and 

su:xessfuI . Indeed. give more e>;amples of 

sl.iCCessful original games. What I IhInk would also 

do a world of goOO for lhe magazine. is a 

'Readef's' Coocepts' section. People .... the 

industry are overnt'etched aoo ~ to 
the same I'\JbbIsh day in, day out. Fresh biood IS 

always tasty. Edge co.Jd then be justified in 

telling developers how rt sI1ot*I be done Two 

wrongs do not make a right: Ooo 't combat a grim 

CU'CUI11stance with a gnm negatMty. It's just plain 

annoying to see a standard -bearer o! quality 
gaming such as Edge do what it did in E t 22. 
which is 10 SIgh and give up. 

So come 00 and raise that flag \0 the sky. 

scream out some uplifting ~utions, and 
encourage boclding clevelopers by gMng them a 
real opportUMy 10 sort ttos sily, sily business out 

Joe Gordon 

Last issue ITIio;t1t have app!W9d lXY19C8SSariIy 

pe5SII1'jsbC. but a orty reflected the sentimerlts ol 
an incroosing I"IUITIber of lettars that we oootlO..le to 

Il:I08ive ~ mmltl; rt wolAd be remiss ol us noIto 

reflect such wide-nnging senllm9nl. Ard while 

Edge might not have oIfared a deliOOd sokJOOn, 

rt's not ~ 0lX place to do so. ~ any case. a 
gocd firnt slap woo.Ad s>Jeti be to irlnit that 

thero's a problem. 1I's aI:so not Edgec's job to come 
up WIth idsas!or Yidaogirnes. Ard rt's not as 

~ as a secIIon given over to d8sign idsas from 

readers: as Peter ~ CI"ICe said. amost 

everyone has a good idaa!or a game: ~'s gettng rt 
made that's the problem. 

fJ..s !or /CO, Rez and ~ MonImy Sal, weI, 

Edge W'I oootrue 10 refer to them !or as long as 
they remain some of the best exampi8s of Q'OOtive 

nsk-takf"og that doesn't ~ the overaI 

~I of a ~Ile. Ard \hQoI;tI we're SIJ«'f thal 
'lOO cia11 er'ffllhem, then3's no denying the facl 
that each ~tle rocei\Ied ittIe or no rnarmtirg. lis 
interestng 10 poncIer" how weI ant one of them 

would hava sdd had they banefited from a 1'qI­

profile promoklnaI ~. Ard \houftl they 

might lack a ger'l..W'lflIy lI'WersaI appeal, ~ would 

C8rtainIy be intBnlSIDg to <Xn"lIder how far, had 
they beoo mari<.eted successflAy, they might have 

M;I"I over nfffl audIerIces b" garrW1g in gEf1OY<lI. 

After browsing a receflt ISsue of Edge 

oootaining SCtOOnS 01 the I,IJX.:Offiing Cbom Ill. 

I 
"It doesn't matter where, when, or how you discover 
games. A good game is a good game, regardless of 
format, polygon/sprite count, or licence" 

t 27 > 
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I stopped and pondered: how geat IS tI'Ie great 
JoIT1 Carrnad< al ~,or beller yet, 

how slid< IS the code he wntes? &w1g a 

'o1c!8ogame prograrrmar myself and i,.OCIerslandir.g 

the inntw" wcw1<.ings 01 a computer a illl8 better 

than the average user I sat ab():;t the taSk 0( 

finI'ing BJ<aT(lIes 01 Carmack's code, w!th!he 

11ten1 0( ~ the SOCfeIS 0I1'IS mojo and 
the hope 0( Iea'rWlg scmethng along the ~, 

After a ittla resea"'ct1 I stlXl1bled IJPCI1 the Quake 11 
9O\n:e code, After dowrok>aW'Ig the 1,4Mb 

SOtXce code, I worked mt ~ tIYoogh It, asslstad 
odt 'Mth a few dozen cups 01 calI9nl. ThIn it 

dawned IJPCI1 me." 
The code was 8Y8I'8ge. There was no!twlg 

Wlthon Carmack's oode that yoo COI.Ad reaIy caI a 

work of geniuS. On the contrary the code was 
lIlStruGt~, with ittIe or no oonformosm to co.1ng 

00I"'0IeI"ltl0n: n hBcI very few CQI1VTlEII1\S and the AI, 

WIIIIpOIlS and .-wnabOn SBqlJ8"Cl&S __ 011 twd­

coded. rather ~ beong loaded ~ 
~ the use 01 9Cf\pts or other such 
mElCharisms. In short, it was average. To thrlk that 

~ boI..I\ilt nto the sucoess of QuakE! /1 
beieW1g it was III ctov.fi to John C¥mack's 

''''"''"' ."... 
Cisll..rtled by tt-.s diS<XMltY I contW1ued to 

ponder. Wt"PJ do progra-rmers gel given 1;11 the 

credit for gam&S1 f>rograrnroofs generaI~ 001'9 very 
little or no ~ Into v.tIat actuaty maI<es It 1110 a 
g<nl8. 20 and 3D {1ap/'ics are mEIde by the 

artIs!s: the SOU"Id IS erther ~recordecI in­

house by a U·oo. or contracted SOU"Id 

~; levels are crea!ed by 1eveI~; 
and the game coocepts !Wll cmated by gaone 
deSVren; F'rt'oglm:1"18rS are, W you I11III. the iglt 

tectncaans at a COI"lCEIrt. You cant have a COI"lCEIrt 

wdto.JI them buI yoo also can't C\'1Ot IhIm for the 

perforTr1a1ce. What is Edge's W3w on ths? 
Mesut Serbest 

pElftlaps Ga!mad<:'s genius lies irl t.s &boOty to 

synthesIsf:I existng tect"n<:MlS to ~ f"ICMII 

fflSlIIs? As ~ thE! ~ 01 

0uaIr. U: smoke .".;I rnWTor$, or a t .. tamont 
10 John Carmac:k's 1331 wlls? And just I\ow 
Important are programme.s anyway? 

proga'T"fTlI!Il, th& fIoIIns,r-g of game enQII"IIiIS and 

\ha nse of md:tawin wWd suggest that the 
pr ago ao I • Ilef'S role fTIIQhT VfYY frl:m game to gII'TiEI 

8U: wieog<rne deYeIopment is indeed a 
ooIaborat>ve art. and it wWd be U"lfai' 10 diroYIish 
any one aspect 01 ~ 

Regarding Red Eye's otaku bashrg 
11 E 121: he got me spoI on there, Ard yet he's 

W!O"lQ - tIwt Japrese do makE! better games. Ard 
~ not bailer, at leest thev provocIe beller Var\aty. ~ 

tI ilT"iClYaliOn or not, 11 Japer! \hare IS a rn80Iet for 
ganes created b oller8nt age grtoo..fIS and both 
_. In the west. odt games suted to a 
twantysornetI'W male auciero::e seems to gel the 
QPP'CMI! 01 pubW'IIn. 

I'm \harlkfIj there 8lUS\S a pIaoe suct1 as 

Japa-l. without ~ I WOIJO-1't still be playing 

games a/. the age 0132, Without JaperlthE! odt 
games made WOUd be EA ~ \JtIIs, racorog 
games and FPSs. In:Ithey wo:::Ud probebIy be 
played on a PC. 
Svenn A Ramlo 

While Red Eye is rI\toI to pe.lI out the 

teliShosaliOn 01 .......... ~ 11 tl'e west. he 

seems to haY8 \U'r'ed e 'bi""'ocIo¥l' to \ha reasons 
IOf this happeITog 11 giWT1IIlQ circles It oS no 

wooder that Jap¥t has become somethng of a 
holy !and irl the eyes 01 garners .....nen there IW"EI so 

I'l"IM¥ IJ88t Japr,ase ga-nes that go o.n9Ieased 
. 5.ropo. 

As IOf thE! word 'otaI<!..o' htM"og negaM 
connota:oons, Yot!y earn AedEye see that the use 
01 the wad when de9cribiog onesetI is art 

appropna\lOl"'i of the orIgorlaI mearw'iQ, Consideo" 
\ha Wf1f the gay COITVT"I.lMy ¥Id ettnc mroontoes 
have ~ed derogatory wcn:is to protect 

\harT'oseIIIes. There's notIW'og wrong 'Mth Edge 
It18(Bs caIng themselves 'obsessove geeI<.S' , 

rather. rt's wher1 someone els.e uses the tetm 

to descri:oe them that It becomes art lI'l'WEiIcome 

and OEOrogalory rtmar\(. 

Ashley Day 

You'i'9 both 1I!tl, of oc:us&. RedEye 1S,ust a botta­
old cyrooc and Edge c:onsta'ltly disagree6 WiIti twn. 
vmctl I.ISUaIy ptOI'I'l)lS twn to caI us a t:u"iCh 01 

"""""" -. 
Steven Poole's Trigger Haopy article 
irl e 122 maOa me tin< IItoou1 \ha lack 01 
movabon i1 PC IWsIPi!fSOl'i shootBfS Far too 
i'T\arly QirnEIS irl tt-.s gem! are desogn9d a"OlI'"Id a 
'shool ever;'ttw"og that i"I"tCM!S' phIosophy. 

PersoroaIy, I hallEl become extrerl'l8ly bored oIlhos 

type 0' g<ffiEIpIay, wtich IS precoseIy Yot!y I haII8 

Iou"'Id the vas! i'fIIIIOI'IIy 01 rEiC8"'lI WstperSOn 

shooters on the PC to be rubbish. 
I have tJIw1fys C01Sid9r8d that thE! experience 

of e game is far iTlOf'9 ~ !har1 the end 
1'9SI.II1, In other words, the erp,mem of Simply 

pIayiog the game is v.tIat mallers. rather than 

the ability 10 so;:ore hiItiY, or the speed at wtich 
aleve! can be~. 

Set 11 a massiIIEI, atmospheric wtuaI wor1d, 

Deus Ex is a claSSIC ~ 01 a game that has 
been desognOO to be e~. ln fOCI, ~ coukl 

be argued that a\oQICIng <wmed COI'1f\ict as much as 
possbI8 consoderabIy irTlproYes the ganepIay, 

sirlce the 0p1i0n to use stealttt tactiCS has been 

iTlpIEimtnted so~. The abity 10 
complete d fficoJt rnssions wothout finng a SI1gIe 

shol provides a rnucI'1 g&ater sense 01 
actoevement than blastong yr::AII way tlYougl1 
hi.JndI'9ds 01 enemies WiII'I a m.Jti-barreIed rocket 

Ial.ocher I..I1der eacto iWTTI. 

Needless 10 say, \hire wiI be i'T\arly ~ who 
disagree with that last S8ltence. They may 8Y9rt be 

pu-,chir,g the waI right nt:m 11 fits 01 apopIeclic 

fury, So be ~. Let them oonvioce themsetves that 

Sef'ious $am is the 1uta'e 01 PC garrW"og. Let them 

SOOw the rest of us juSt !'lOw weI they can bolroce 

!WO..I1d like dernerited waIabes irl Quake . If thev 
like that kind of garrrog, then that's JUS! fine. 

It's,ust !hat some 01 us want so nJUCh more 
Christoph",r Low 

I 
"There 's nothing wrong with Edge readers calling themselves 
'obsessive geeks', rather, it's when someone else uses the 
term to describe them that it becomes unwelcome" 



From the forum 

Arik get's quite emotional thinking about the 
amount of hours spoot playing FinaJ Fant/J$)' VI/, 
while Mr Pin passed SO much time learning new 
sl<.ills in Hyrule that he never wanted to leave 

A selection of choice cuts from Edge-Online's discussion outlet (http://forum,edge-online,com) 

Subfec!; So you wanna be a game designer? 

Poster: Mr Francis Fourlingern 

YOUf challenge IS this ; reinver1t old or curroot 

games by tweaking the tale ever so sightly and 

provide a short bl\rl:l cl how ,I ITIItflt play. For 

example. SUpef" JuniOO BaJ/; $ickboy awakes 

from a rHght of heavy skag abuse 10 find himseff 

trapped inside a lransilx:ent bt.tlbIe, n a world 

ItA of giant crack bov.1s and gravlly-Oefying 

roofers Bul al is root as rt seems .. help Sickl:x:ly 

traverse hurldrOOs Of IusIiy cietailed a&1aI 

stages and fnd the smack belore his C01l(l­

cJov.in-o-metBr hits rock bottom! Six extra play 

mcxles ordude: Jt..Okie Fight, Jurioo Target, 

Jlri<ie BoIWng. JmkIe EWIiards, .¥ld JLfiOe 

GoIf1 Features bright, ~t SOOJ1dtrack. Vlll\h 
Syd Barrelt, Vetvet Uno:Iergroo.n:! and The FaH. 

Poster: JP'cklord 
Ping bou'oc€ microwaves aroo..od the 0Yefl by 

movio;) the reneetor left and ngIlt If rt escapes, 
lhe Iegerldary Poodle is toast. 

Poster: Riposte 
MUlleSp/'trers: you and up 10 15 lneods flXl 

arOUfld gonniIlg down people dressed ., black 

who pretend to be trapped 11 inviSIble boxes 

Poster. Oruon 
Great Big Eg'J; flX1 about a big city tek1g 
people just how bloody great you are. 

Poster: franki 

Pez: .,r.ltrate a sweet factO!)' 10 liberate the 

cootra! AI. Y(H..O' dlaracter shoots srnaII sugary 
bricI<;-shapOO lozenges and can evolve tlYovgh 

several animal- and cartoon·shaped heads. 

$ub)IJCt: In the end, rt 's all about you 

Poster: Arik 

The most emotional gar-njng exper!€II)Ce I ever 

had was when I loaded up Ba/dut"'s Gate 2 for 

the fi rst tllne, and heard the music. Glorious, 

overtJIown orchestra, Wllt1 just a hint cl the sl}>1e 
01 the first game. I was ..,;nually If1 tears, tears of 

sheer joy. Vfrr.J was this? It can't haV13 bean any 

care for the characters. gMlfl that they had ~Ie 
personality beyond the 1 2 or so ptyases that 

they'd had in the ong.r.at game (or, in the case 

cl tha newer characters, they were €lV(lI1 more 

boring) . I had no love for the ma!fl character 
",ther, <X his plight - Arik was a blank slate, 

defined by me but Vlll\tx::..Jt quite enougt1 room 

for me to de~ne his persorJaJity the W<£-f I 'ked. 

So wflo did I cry fO<1 Simple. I cried for me. 

You see. I haV13 a theory that €llT()\01 in 

gaming is defined not by what the developer 
puts into the game. but by what the player 

dooes Fuel< AerOs - <X atternativety, cIon't, she's 
dead and you dkjn't care about her anyway. 
Shes not real . You're real. and you'V13 spent 

tx::..Jrs of your lile bringlf19 her up, and now she's 
died on you. Ws YJUI' toss , not aoud's, and any 

emcbon you may feel 's erlllrefy because of that. 

I could bnng up a host of other e><amples -
Tcnoom, Monkey Island, CI!rono Trigger - but 

~'s not really necessary. Playmg a game. and 

then ilS sequej with the same, bui~-up 

character, and then moving on to the expans.on 
pock having spent hmdreds of hours 01 your ,fe 
devaIopong your avatar That's emotion 

Emotioo in gaming is defined by what the 

playe< puts in, and SO the most emotional game 

should, thooretlC<ily. be one you can p;Jt more 

into than any other. DIscuss. 

Poster: arada392 

ArfJ you implying that, ~ that \Ikjeogames 

are atl interactN€ medium that is COfltrofied by 

the player, then.! ts a tardency that emct01 in 
games appeals to 0Uf narci~sm? (And 

therefore there is no need for sympathy andIor 

~thy If1 games?) 
I can see what you're saying With you­

exampie of N1a1 Fllfltasy VII: yes, emotion ., a 

game depends on ganepIay - (':(l the 

"teraclton between the user and the medium. 

This Os aso true of all Other media. But this 

camot happen Without ~ from the developer 

as well: as much as the player builds up a 

character in a game, so m.Jst the developer also 

work so that the player lOOs that tns 

development is worth the trouble. 

Poster: Mr Pin 

An interesnng pOnl. 

I feJt a SlrTliIar feeling du'og a::ama of Tme. 
I was so draWl1 " 10 UnI<:'s world , the SIghts, the 

sotnds. By the end of the game, I had learned 

so many new sI<iIs and tedriqoos. The ending 

was im:Tli!l€ont, but part cl me just wanted to 

stay in this world. and experierx::e new \\QI1Ciers. 

The t ime you p;JI into an experierx::e such as 

ZeIda is rewarded several tames 0\Ie(. Howevar. 
~ there was a g.ame that could g'J on 'forever', 
I'm not Slfll that this woUd mean unbeatable 

emohonaf irM:.:>Nemen1. 

For starters. rt needs to be a quality piece 01 
software, as outlined above. I also believe that it 

W(II)Id have to have a defined beglming, mkkIle 

and sod. as these are the toos used by the 

designer.; to maximise the emotional effects of 

occurrences within the game. 

I 
"Emotion in gaming is defined by what the player puts in, 
and so the most emotional game should, theoretically, 
be one you can put more into than any other" 

129 :> 
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