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The Mure of electronic entertainment 

F O!get the plumber - for many gamen; Samus Aral\'s return 

representS the GameCube's release 01 the yeaI. The successful 

senas. OIl!! 01 only a handful from Nlfltendo not to bear ShIQ8N 

Miyamoto's signarure [though nevertheless exemplifying much 01 hiS 

design philosophy), was one 01 the lew NCl fraochises not 10 

receive an N64 update. Much to the tenacious chagnn 01 Super 

Mfitroid's massive - and predominantly American -fan base. Some 

eight years on, Nintendo has rewarded ~s principal aud~'s 

patience with lWO Metrold experiences In the same month, both at 
which you'll find appraised in this month 'S testscreen sectk1n. 

The deciSion to gram custody 01 one of its brightest creations to 

a US developer with thefl·limited reputation had caused Edge to 

questklfl the move on more than ooe OCl::aslon, In response. 

Miyamoto-sen calmly e:q>lalned It as the resu~ of NCl's Internal 

teams' craving for new challenges; their preference for the creatIVe 

froodom olfmed by WOf\(jog on new franchises, he argued, over the 

need to negotiate the tighter constraints of sequel development. 

There may be some IMh in this, though It's ddficutt to ignore the 

fact that key nstalments have traditionally t8I1lamed In·house 

productlOllS. A more ~kely scenalio inVolves an inCrea5II'Igly US­

centrIC Nmtenclo. one prepared to alienate ItS own domestIC market 

(1II1lere firstperson gammg is IatgeIy dlSlTllSSeCI) in lavour 01 

capltatrsing on the North AmeticarI temtory. 

Regardless, that's a story lor another time and doesn '( detract 

from such a pleasant way to Md the year. BeIng the last I5SU8 01 

2002, El19's overall mood has mostly been rellectrve, pr.accupted 

with thtl SignifICant changes 01 the last 12 months, Videogaming 

doesn't look back, however, and WIth the console on ine plans 

(finally) going ahead 2003 promIses another eventfut 365 days. 

01 course, ~ you'n! a PAL GC owner you benefit lrom the 

added advantage 01 having Metroicl Prime to ook forward to. 
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Worms to rrct>ie devices. Evoo MoosoII has 

made ~s entry into the mobIe sector by OOlJll 

01 ItS mcoot~ Iao.n:hed Oralge SPV 

Srnartp"-ale, 00 <:b.bt r.::Jpiog that the rrdJoIe 

sector wiI rnm a useft.j aternatMl to a 
sIc7wi'lg PC mar1<.eI, 

Level playing field 
KuiU Os 0fI9 socii ~ that has stl.d<: ..... th 

the sect<T evtn !hco.q1 rts not a'> fastoonabIe 

as it was a tewyea->,; ago. "Ne've got qute a 

few peq:Oe c:leYetJping I'TdJi9 ga-noo ilrld ~ 's a 
vw:y exa!Jng ..-ea," expIaffl the CClIll»'fY's 

busness clavolIopnent director, loo 

Bave<stock. "It's not CU" core buso:oess, ilrld ('s 

a trly Pfcpc<OOO 01 CU"~ ilrld cu stan, 

but «'s a ~ pIayIlg field - a bl\1i(e the games 

I1Wstry was'" the ·00s. Therelcte the 

C«X>rttmies all h.Jge t>ocause tt«e ,..",'t 

ant big Ov;unbent players that CEI"l domnaIe 

the rna'i<et .• Md sn:e the Giirtner Grot.Jl 
estrnatElS that by 2004 them """ be 177m 

~ (Jt¥'OOrS wcO:::tMd9, 'MIll 102m in 

&.rope, the SIZe 01 the rrn1<et Os po(entialy 

vast. fvloItoe( research 1I(lWCY, (Mm, tS 

predictng thet the gkbaI....-eIess garrrog 

ma.1<.et 'NIl be WCtth $1 bn (£'!33(rn) by 2004 

ilrld S4.3bn I~Um) by 20?6 
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Anothor fact thaI btratas the coollruld 
merest ,., the sector is thaI NokIa expects to 

ship 50-1 COn Java enabied coIol.I' hIrdsets 

ne>CI yea, Md it 's Java. or more speo6caIy, rts 

mobIe vwiant J2ME. thalos (i"M1g the 
{e:sorg6'1t interest ,., mobie phct1e ga-r;ng Ir<;m 

qnatm;, Mndset rn<nJfactll'OO>, ~ 

ilrld~. Java tadrdogy co-rbnecI 

WIth GPRS~, makes dowrOoadng 

ga-nes to a handset q.rl m easy Most LJK 

operato"s,.... oIf..-ing dawrioadaI::Oe ga-nes 00 

a rental basis, 'MIll a rr«llh's usa costing,., the 

regiarl 01 ~1--5, Md ...... e their WAP 

predecessors. Java ITICtlOe Q1nl6S arenl 
e><OClJIed by a central _ ConseQJentIy. 

Java games are more i<fIy to be ~ to 

<;:CIrY'.'e<ltOCtlal ~ games by the g<roeraI 

po..Hc. benef~1I19 Iran the coIol.I' saoons m 

poIyp'1onrc so..nd 01 new handset rTI<JdOs, 

Indeed. despte their srnrimty to trncib:JoaI 

ga<rns. """""'"' ~ offer the fXlIOO\iaj for 

rn.dl more~. COTrTU"lOCatIOI - or 

lccat>:;I'l-based gamepIay. but opemtm; an::! 

handset mInlfactll'OO> have ~ cIeaded t( 

rtro::iJce their Sl.t>scnbers to Java games by 

Sledth. "I ttn<. thaI peope 'NIl start urt ~ 

sirpIe Java games IhaT are simiar to the ""'" 

they're used to, bul l ttn<.rt WiI fTrN< \/la hIgl 

sca-e r..pIoaijs ttouJoj1 to more <Xn"'lOlCted 

games," explaoros BaVl,lfSlock "h wiI take a 

....nie tor the ()(nSI.JITI!'O" to get used to ro::xe 

co-rpica:ed ga-nes!hco.q1, AAd a same 

t.me. MndseTs WiI (le! rn:JrOl po.yer1Li, 'MIll 

more ~ rroeon::ry an::! so 00. ilrld the 

games WII get better" 

Toa cettain extent, the sort of cross· 

ptlttcnn, pervasrve garrW1g thallTICtlOe \)YIlin! 

proporoents argue wiI ~ ,., the fut<.re is 

already, theco"etlCilly. with us, inli:~te \Ier1llRS, 

tor exarrpIe, has ~ what ~ caIs PIay­

By-Sync tec.l'vrl:Jgy to delve< ~ 

garring to Pocket PCs,~, ilrld 

Palm ass davicas. The f.-st game 10 take 

acMw1tage of the tec.l'vrl:Jgy is n.m-based 

"Research agency Ovum is predicting that 
the global wireless gaming market will be 
worth £630m by 2004, and £2.7m by 2006" 
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The naw b rM(! of Java-ena~e< 

handset a lJowl a much more 
IOI>hillicat&d gamir>g uper1en 
tluln Ina! offered b)' I !alic WAF 
trllu . T1>e l i",1 wave of g.'I""'s 
inclvdn ports such as Pac-Ida 



SII'al8!1f IQI, I..n:IS 01 ~ 
(WwNtao~e.oom), PIaytn .... b8 

to 8COIISS !hi! grrne !t1rc:u{fl8 ~ a 

aer..ces, 8f'(! plans M! aToot to COfM'If1 t to 

J2Mi;-IW1d~~~ 

rd.dng!he re.\' SIwiBs 60 P"iOrlaS. Other 

~tsv.ith ~ gIWTing M! bEwlg 

taI<In by Se«! Orr. c.-. a !hi! oo-aeatOl'S a 
Ma:1dlo'I FocxbeI.pl04l. liB 

~. 

/MlIt(r for ...", IICIOIIIt -* 1lIItB. 

Sq'ok::ert!y, !hI!8IaIs et h \WIlI.lW CM be 

~ '" one MIfI, WIf1 ef\ecI across allh9 
ott"e"c:orrpa.tOI t~1Bs On tepa that,!he 

g;wnee have beEr1 ported to !he PC 9O)'JIJ CM 

I*IY them on ya:¥ PC IW1d ~ ya:¥ 

dwa:.:U!r's sI<A IeYeIs thin. 

Handheld standards 
Some dell 01 v.toel !IOI"I et ~ CM De 

aopeded from II"lOI:lIe ~ '" Ifw.­
Uin CM bit gIlI"*l \Iom earD1g Ifw 

ct.rTl!nI suroardTI et twd"OIId ~ 

deW:8S a.octl. CorrpaQ's PN:J Softwoda. b 

~, !UI.-c!y oI!a's a...ca II8Iec:IK:fl a 
g<nlQS for Poct<.ec PC IrId Palm daYices 

!t1rc:u{fl1ts S!OT9iS IrId Its WebIi\e, ra-ogrog from 

Ih9 sqh$bcatad. 9I..ICtl as peo1ed portS a 
TIYM R8IdIlrtl"ld~. to the~, sud1 

as 3D IV Ho<:kt1t tI"Id Ga<>g$/8 Raoot, The 

I8ease athe~ OnwytSPol 

~ thegtl'oW"lg"""--bet--. 

T"lrd"eId <XlfT1IUI6'S a"ld moDIIII P'1Or"oBS. as 
Sad< pora rut, -.... NoIoa ~ a 01rJge 

Sm!Ir\phonI SPoII\n"OIlOI '" 8I<l::SS a 1 0CM1z 

t5 capubIe et ~ a gBJT"If"9 experI8"IC8 

that 1$ ~ ~ to Qn')'thng that 

IIl!;tIt be lICfIIeYe(I on 8 16M'l2 GBA Add to 

1hs, the Iac1 that both ~ have !he ability 

.. 

-..1 ..... "1 UoMI GPRS ........,., 
..... lull -. IaurIcIMd with a 
fIar·1tUdOtoO put)IoCjty ~ 
~~ouc:h .. 
SpIIu""'--'~. lopl_ 
S/otnIy SoQtIt (below. bottom) 

IimtErrJ 

• 
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to PIA CII:7MI ____ dItIM a ~ 1.1518 

..... k:w4' 1IWI a 56K modIn'l and Ite 

-"""'""""'" 
Another dimension 
"018 01 h ~ 0I1w1d111 tecIYIolog'Ios 

h .--l 01 ~ II'Id op8'8Ias to 

~ t'dl ~ ID'1WIIIO J.IS1JIY Ite C05l 

1hBI's1l\lal O"l ~. <>rot' ~ SPI/ 
_ IU'YW'IgMII'II!I'\t)e I'I1II' 1Nl ~ 01 an F/JQ 

&"Id ~'s ~ at 8 ~\IIil1'$li*lgtoa 
... tI'eI'I SIIflCI!WCIIor a proone An a/nWty 

8hoJ)e a graphoc$ accawator ~ a Pod<eI 

PC. &"Id ao ~'I p.n;y • qJ8SbOn 01 trnII; 

~ 30 ~ O"l mobie P'1a'leS os going 

10 ........ ~'s).JSI.~oIhowlOog ~WiI 

be beIore ~ does • 

o-.e IIO.w11age for ~ 01 

Mot:roI!IoItil entry no the MClor is that ~ ....... 

ntrI::O..oof tome WEll ~ &tanO!In::IS. "The 

k:w'og II'Id iIhCrt " \IIil1 ~ you 0!Ifl 0tM!I0p Tor Iha 
PC. the 0MIi0pment sf<JIs ere farnItar 10 help 

you ta'gelthe Pod<eI PC and Smanphone 
plaT\om1 •• ago.- SIeve Clayton II'Om Iha 

~'I mobIa ciIP.o.- dwIion ... you In 

~ • gIJTW for Ite Pw<.et PC you 0!Ifl 

use CW>Is fGamro;;J APIsj. Vohdlln ~ I 

WSlIIJra'y 01 ~ Itet help 8P-' up It-. 

v.tloie deveiop"ner"(~. I"l.:kioon. GA.PI 
011...,. a last Wf#f 0I1T"1O'oq1 focus 11 and O\A 01 

~ modD. 9O.yo::u gan1II ~. 

IIllfIrn4lI8d u,. an appoo Ill,..,. >'IIIlW"dIIr or 

pI"D'III c:aI .• PIUJIIII U'lIIIIoaaI5 ~ 

CW'I also abMI you 10 ~ ITIIIP fI.n::tIor"IS It 
~ lJ.J:IonsCllthe~and~ _ 

1'85OUtJcIl\!melS .• 

NeYer1heIe6s. a led< 01 oorm'IOIl 

100. id<:y::tW ~ is one 01 the boggMI 

~ oIlha m:::tlIe proone gaming sector 

as rt CIJI"fInIty _s, VItIiIe J2,,-,e IS. SIaI'"dafd 

01 sats, 1:here are 0It18' IIII"8'1tS 01 Java for 
ph::tles, such as .,.Fusoo'$ &En stat'ldel"d, 

\\otoct1 os used u,. Orange, and ttlIIlIt _ 0Ihe 

lechrdogies. such as s,.rt:.ia"1 that 1nl used Ir 

mobie h!n:\se!s"" 1lI~ ~ t 

NoIda .. ne'N ~ed N-Gege ~ 

v.toid1 ems 10 bmg in. degret 01 \eCtIlok:IgICI 

CCIlSIS!<n:y. but also tIYealens 10 P !he 

mobile garnr19 del, oogoaJl/*: into !WO dl'nnI 

c:cnstru!nC::of, Sf oI!emg I1"CII'e ~ 

ganes on rna1"iOIY catrOge& IIYtlo:qo 

trad!oono!I >fIIBI dw"onIIIoI, ~ oilers !lie ~ 

"We're aiming at people who've got time 
on their hands. We want to give them more 
things to do with their mobile phones" 



IMIr1 more sq:tlisbCated games. "2.5(3" 

3G Wi'eIess data is not Ii<.ety to be a 
I'TIII!taj for daMrt1g rro:Iem conIOIt 

~ to mobII8 dM:es b CJ.II9 ICnIe 

• ~ Sad<.. "The b<ro::tNdh IS !er 100 

on \hi iIflOr'! to medio.m !fIml .. on 
et:Ila!hon ~ tDS8d deWary (j 

at 1lltiIiI_ N-G&ge os a rrdlOe C():"6(lie 

.. ~""~ th!I1 cen be used for (Mlr \hi_ 

Tl'ell'Mll!ldalely S81S« apa10n h 

QIIIJTW1j fiPIlO&." 

we 00. beC8uIo!I ~ wI be a nor:::r.. "The ca 
GamelSAIaIcIe •• ~ ~ 
a"Od _-, not JUII"""':! III traditiconaI gIIrTWS 

tals not I'onat It-.. d9.oces In abouI 

We'm ..,..... at paopIe ...tlo'\19 got !me on 

tt--Iwds. We wet1t to rj...a them more thngs 

to do .... !h !heir motIIIe p/l;:Ines • 

Patlaps tI'e....tv If"Ca"eSlIr"g ttrg 

1tJc:u7l. abouI mobII8 QIIIJTW1j. IS ~ I 

IT'O\t( c:IIIIr • ~ CA tI'e U\.q b It-. 
CCf"'o'eI"1tone1l1id1Og1!11'l"o geC!or "lhIlre's. 
rn.d1 ton:acIer dei. iOgIepI'l(: m:<!har1 !he 

C<ffleI1tocrei ~ 1"iCluSIry. v.hid11$ attractMl 

bocause thal's ...tlere I beIoeYfI !hit CCf"'o'eI"1tocrei 

!I£Wll8S n:1.I9tr')' ...... end '4l-~ 
oonso.mtr1 wr.o ___ , wry easy to .--:h .... 

1D"i!iOIEi6_. ~ Bavwstock. 1tue's *:oh 

fact ~ (fo:sIrb.JDoro. IiIBcUtnc Irtm dloy cr.. 
!hares no stOCl<"" on:l!here's no.­

eIemerl1lo" Jaw g&rni!IS. So!har8's It::u CA stun 
that )00 ca"> lawn k:.o" ~ I !hJ1k !he M\X8 CA 

!he!iJE11T"8S onrustry ....... be by befig actNe on 

!he motIIIe secto< I trn< !ha! th& MlA 

btJsn:IsS mootJIs CA It-. 0CiI"MiIlII0rlI 
\IIOlIOg;IfT'I8 f"O.tIJ:oy .... be pn:MI"i on ih5111*» 
ro~_ 

Cftrtatrjy WItt' h Ii'8r'i5IOOn 10WI!ftIs • 

c:onroected ....... ~ eore:.Ie ganw19. po.bW'tIrs 
end ~ rrqot _ mot;JiIe g;lfl"W'9 116 11 

1aN-<:OSI opporto.nty tO~. ~s also 

~ a ~ ~ ---..:0 11 ,,00/1 end .... th 

ciIidc:ated I-."d!ti!Its toagomIlg to ~, aIao a 

ao..rao 01 ~ ncn QIIIJTW1j ftiOP8i'" oces 
....-.::l """" • mt(f1I be pownaIlnl to say IhII1 
mobII8 gemong t"m c:omIt CA age. !he 

flru8 's oertarty brQ'1I 

frmterd 

on 



GameCube gets Game Boy Player 
Nintendo proposes novel solution to the problem 
of the Game Boy Advance's dim screen 

N "'t~ t8S In'1OU'ICed a ~ 
for the Ga.'noCo.tle that ....... akm 

Garl"EI Boy softw.n to be ~ on the 
corosoIe. Tl"e Ga'neC..tIe ~ Boy Aayer 

I!I set to -..e ,IS Jiioanese Ia!rdl in 

Marcn. v.t1efe ~ "",I rotaIlor '1'5.00) (£2t'i). 

wtl1 a US Jllie8se to fokm If) May, ao:::I a 
ElXOP8OO release later 111 the 'jOOr. The 
dEMoe allows Ire ent ire bad< catalogue of 

Gane Boy, Gwne Boy CoIc:<- ard Game 
Boy Advance softw.W'e to be pi<¥ld on a TV 
so::::fflefl-1hot.q1 Edge ca'l1 ~ ItoriI.og 

Iha1 ~'s a toll ~ a COI'"fIIOIuted soUJO'l to IIlB 

P'ObIPm 01 the JTU'ky G8A scraen. 

Peripheral vision 
The 8dd-on CO"9SIS 01 a one-n::h platform 

IhM cornects to the bottom 01 the 

G<meO...toe anct a boot disk, ao:::I ~ 
c:ontn:.i the BICtlOn eothar ilia a C(lI:'l\'9lIoonai 

GarneQ.be CO'1trolaror \IV<M:lBn:!. or a 

Game Boy Ao::Mnoe an<;td'led Wllink cable. 

1!1 acbtoo to pjajorg Gane Boy sottwa-e rt 
ass.o St.qX:I1s rruti(llayer 1ICbm via in<; 

cable, WIth ere p9ver USIn9 the TV scraen 
wIlle 0I:hIWs use their G6A SO"OO'lS_ And 

iIEISthe!JcaIV minOOd garners ""I no doo..bI 
be pieased to Ieem thallhe dEMce wo, 
corTlIl r1 four colours to mald11he IoIJ 

GaneO.be mOOeI5 CU'8'1!Iy ~. 
Ofcoun:;oa. rt's ro::x the fr.;t!me su:;h a 

dEMce has t:oe&-1 reteased - the ~ 
Gane Boy SNES ~ also aI<:.:M«j 

GIwne Boy soItwMl to be played on a 
I'lOme console. and _ <11 ~ 

marulacl<l&"S have proc:U:ed ~ 
wilt! 9iO'ltI8r 1\.rIct.oonaity. But Nrnendo's 

CU"fII'1I dIac:I9oon IS a clew bid to adttBss 

the stagroatJOn cA !he G8A 1'TliIrI<.eI. Fa 
SOITJ8 (me now, t'W'dpErty ~ have 

~ ~ tocorrmt resoucas to 

Nf'tendO'S I'"eI'1ct1eid - a ~ ad<r'oowIecIgad 

by CESA ct..mg a ~ presentalal to a 
8rrtJoo Co.rd ~!IQ1. 

TI'I. G.me Boy Player;5 the lale,1 Idd-on 
to Inertia" thelurn:lionalily 01 the GBA 

ndl.-Id ttnJrIl saes r:J G8A harOwar8 
hIMt -..ged .... ~ 'MleI<$ ... Jap;iII'\, 

9OIrwat8 sales mman SI3: e -~ br 
trwdpIirty tItI8s. BIooTi:lerg recenny 
reoorted trial tne ~ spEW1I V25.9bn 
Itt3()nj b.ryng back ~s C>Nn shIwes at the 

eo:! of October n a bid to ~ ItS share 

price haW1g CUI its sales fo:ec8St Jot both 

~ <W1d Game Boy A.dvfw1Ce. Clt.ng 

wilfW"lQ ciemand, 

aJI thc:w..og1 Ooeslors <W1d fir"Iar"c.aI 

analysis have e>rpressed SOBP\lCISIl1 about 
the potentJai cl the ("eN pet1JheraI to ctMI 

hatttNa-e sales. the ("eN ~ is 

c:ertanv 11 dasrabIe pace cllaI. 8I'Id the 
aTICU1C8ITIEIIl! coilcides ......ttl 11 f'uTy cl 

iICIMty en G8A. ProrTw1ent reoenIlIIln::t1I!Is 
like Metroid Fusm ae ~tEld by 11 

stron;.J >eI8ase sd"orlje that :nc:tJdes The 

I.eg&ld of ZeIda ' A tiJ/( 10 the Past , ~ 
DeIiIIs tha tl'O..ll:::Oed ttrreS that GBA 

cI6YeiopEw"s (SIXh as Oawfist1 tnteractMr­
_p15)t'nd~1"l. 

~ l'tIIaIad ~ <W1d i-ost !IS Edgto 

goes to press, NI1tendo is expec!o:IO te 

IW"'f"OOI.n::e two ImP" lltIes at tne ...uro 
FesIa 2002 on CIaoerTtlIII" 22, ft"s ~ 

that one cl the titles w . ccntroYIlr!IiIf. 
be 11 non-ceI-!toaded ZaIda tl1J8. Expect 

IIJI COYEW"aQ9 cl anv ~ 
'" tha next ossoa. 

Edp wOnd ... what Ih. Impacl 01 the Game Boy Advan!»', ,oste, of SNES remak •• , 
combined with th. new Game Boy !>jay.r wilt have on ... cond-hand SNES sale •... 

'" 

Although sates 01 software lOf the GBA continu" 10 disappoint. If. a ptalform that boasts 
more than its la" sha,e of inno~atlon. Iu.c:h as motion-Hn.lng and Ilght·tenslng games 

Metroid Pnme and Melraid FUSion are among the la!e5Itlll", 10 hlghltghttl'Hl potenlial 01 
GamitCubeJGBA connectivity, which I, HI to become more Inlimate with the new add·on 



and Enix join forces 

T WO d Japa-l's rrosI rt\ISPIICtEId 
~,5QUI!re a'1d Enot. ~ 

/rI1Ol.I"'C8Cl that It1&y Ne 10 ~ 

QPflfa\.(lrlS 10 torm a fWi COI'IlJI!rlY caIBd 

5QuI!re En.>:: 1"1 a Od 10 CO'T'IPI!Ie ~ 
~ In:! us ~ PLt*stoS­
Under the terms ~ the merger. ~ os 
fl tended to be completed bv ~ 2003. 
SQuaffl's assets and labIties w1 be 

absorb&d by Em: to form the 0iNI 

~. v.t'«;tI wIi be I'-.1ed by YOICh 

1Nada, the::l.mWlt ~ of ~_ h 

a;)jtion to 09iUIf'g a poter'1tlII po.tist-.1g 

~ wth a !nit global ruadl. the 

deal wooJd also seem to erd specUa11011 

!I1aI: Enx mgtt be a viable ~tQl1 tagEC 

Going global 

In an I tlempt 10 hIghIighI tt.. 
~ I:Ietwftn the two _ ...... 
~ .. .,.,. 

Fn./ F .... rasyVII 

FIfIIIIF.,r.syX 

Chmno Tngg. --

/l;w" M ;n)$O/I1'I1tlI:I ~'s Od to 
&"ilwge the )(box IooIprint ., ..apan. 

A S!~ 10 lIMIStors ~!he 

'lIbITeI8 bEIhr1(I the rTlargII': "In the PNfll­

~ world of Il()tartanmenl so'twanl. 

tile n'OSI ~alI iSSUe facing 0JI11Pil1_ 

today 15 how ~ they C!W1 ~ as the 
ITI8I'ketpIace !rod oppo1l.ritJeS !of busi'less 

6l(p8Ild iW1d cJ\oersIfy, TogethEr, we wIi am 
to become PfO(1.Joer 01 the hO;toBst QUal<ty 

(jg<taI CO"Itern ill 1t'l8 won:l.' 0utJnng the 

broed Sl'1ltBgj 01 the reN antty, the 

~t oIlhe two CUf¥l1IIlII!S 

~ t:woadban:I f1IIIW01<. g<nrog a'1d 
CM!I"SIII8S software sales as a-eoo. (;/ 
pol81!i8l gooMh. ,was 8ISO agJed thallhe 

TCUII S-ln __ 
J~~ 

" " " " " " " " , .. 
" " " 

_ .... oiodby • ......-y 

01 !tie bl\KlMt HIIng o-r­
pubII/'otd by lilt _ 
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E~. _ ~ ot EnD< In IhIJ 
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Square', I"ecass In the wut, combined 
with Enlx', domestic SUCCln, Ihe new 
company;s lik"'y 10 be a powemo"" 

nwged 8'lIIty W be atlIe to redo::e 
dEMIIopmant costs O'f ~ the 
deYaIofment synergoes !ha! eKJSl between 
SQ,ae. vbch boasts ns own lI'1IemaI 
~ tlHTlS, <n:l Ern. 'MJ(;t1 

00.A9Ol.rC8S fNery eIemenI of prt,rlJcIOO. 

The deal, descrt>ed as ir1 ~ 

~ tor both part>es, cIa!wfy makes sense 
fllight Of CESA's recent Games Whte 
Paoer . ....nid1 demonstrates !he need fo' 
./ao<rW!Se pubbt1ers to p!I1l\JEI SUXl!ISS r1 

b-eig1 temIoies n Ig'lI rJ _~ 

~ WSlS, And at!'l::o:115Q.1n 
haS ra:::o.va:l froaraaty f<o'n 's ~ 
f808f't fcray mo fii"n-fT'lMng. ... ~ 

was e;.:pectng 10 post """"'MU" IQ 
fi'w'ciaI resJts for 2002. an:! nem.:.bO'l1II 

to matdlltS domes!Jc Ie>.oeIs rJ 
f9CCl'T'llOI'1 contrues to eIule Enx. 

&rrmong L.4)!ha deal, Enx presidenI 

Keljl Honda stated, "OJ sTJ'leS are 
Ofierenl , but o.xways oIttvokng 819 the 

SIWne, I wan to make 9iffl8S that !he ....tloIe 
YoQIld ..... 1 say areg<OOl. I'd like to create 

sornefI'W1g!hal l be ..... ~ users 
h8Ye _ 9EIII<l i1 thaor IIIetmes. 

NEMIrtt'lIiI9ss. the deal SIlt expec:!«:I to atter 
!ne I9Ia8ge !IC:hed.J9s 01 !he two 1XlI1'4lQI" 
n the Iih:rt-term; v.hIe SQuare <XlI1tJr1I.IeI to 

~ on FnJI Fanmsy XJt an:! Fir«I F8f'IIaSy 

X-2. Enx CUTer1ttv has 251lt1es In 

~, m<riI for PIayStation2 

frmterd 

",-,_~ ... IIrIt(lllkjlll 
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Sega and 03 announce new budget titles 
To be this good takes AGES ... 

I (1 a O"ICMI !IU'9 to tIYII those v.tlo ike IhI:W 
gMWlg cid, chIap Wld ros&-!ntecl. Saga 

Wld b..dgoI ~ DJ '- <V'I"OJlOBd 
the bmatoon 01 a new con-pa-f)'. 3D AGES. 
wrt"o the in!entoon oIl13'wM1g 1nl re,"trJrl'tI 
cI8&sic Sega tFt1e6 few' the PS2. 03, best 

kf100Ml few" ~s rcw196 01 o:;:he;!(J P\ayStatJoo 
and PlilyStall(ln2 ~ (remklg at 

Vl .500 (ta) Wld V2 ,(X)) (£10) respeclrveIy) , 

wiI 0YKl 49 per cent 01 Ire CCtrP<lJlY. with 

the rest beiongIlg to Saga. I'.tIe!he< Sagas 

sl\.dos ""I have Cl hWd i'1 thegarnes­

~ 6 t.ne:Ia<w. b.J: 1.riUltt'- and 

emost~; ~S the rallm of some 

tIgiy ~ i'1teolect\lill ~ wt.:t> 
Ql(()\QI, trIO d teems 30 f>I3CS tSO" 

wasbng IlI"f tm9, already ISSl..-.g Cl 1st 01 
'orltloal_1Q lilies-

Fotx~ '- been ~ a reiooge 

date of 5uTmor 2003, The Il'sllS Fa-llasy 

Zone, I"rtiat; SOOI1 on the Master S~tem. 
Wld >M1ose ~te ~ W!)I be basod 00 

the Sp&ce Hamer-st';ie YBffiioo that was r.:st 
sellar rBI9a9& on the PC Engne. S;;oce 
H8/rie( It98II' IS Mo down fer an e<YIy 

,~aoooe. WIth the ~ ClaSSIC,...,. 
gatt.-g a true 3D ~. Wld Cl bac:kgOl.nd 
gerera1ec1 ~ Irom Iracta$, ne ohr 
two _ Fhwltasy Star. whdl 00I"lt<InS new 
d'a"acttrs and ,lams. and roN 8W'tch1:18 

~ 20 combaI ~ IW1d 30 
~.a-d~A.a.whdl""'ltle 

Cl true seQJeI to !he '89 ongIfliI . 
A!ter that , the sd1edlIoe is less doot, It 

'ooks 'ke Monaco GP, Gan Gtould, 
Bon8nz8 Brott8s.;rod puzZler Tant R ere 
the a'CId9 br.w'Ids ~ tor~, v.tWe 
tte Mega ~'s mx:h..Jo.'6d Streets 01 
Page also seams oo:tan to reto.m. along 

'Mth AIax K.O:II1 Mrat:Ie \o\tri1, Ills! geIIn 

on the .v.aster System 3D AGES IS aIoo 

r>vest9'lrg !he possbMy cl i..pdaIes 01 

IkTua FIIIang, Pha-!rasy Sfa' I.l.8sI S1::Inx, 

Wld ~ Srar N AI games wII rota.! at 

V2.500 (\':13) , No L*< d:strbub::lrl deal hIllS 

been~. aIthco;1l Sagas recent 
dedara:ion that d intends to rei.3u"d1 as Cl 

~ 11'\ parts of fu'ope may mean 

gocd I'lEMIS for ganers Iltent 00 

lreedng cid goln:l 
The new veI1Oi<;In 01 Ph."'.,y Star contaln l new cha racters end items. switching belweefl 
20 combal and 3D explo.atlon. Golden he and Space Harrier will alllO get upd<ola. 

Science Museum hosts professional gaming tournament 
Intel invites the UK's leading gaming clans to compete for £25,000 

-<= -
WELCllmE TIl 

THE GRmlNG EVENT 
IlF THE YERR 
'"'~""" 

-----------_ ...... -
Accord ing to 1nl .... this I, jusllhe 
be.glllllirllJ 10. profeuionai videogaming 

". 

Tre prospect of ~essoooaI g.YI'lIlQ 

cane a step closer r&centIy as 
l.o"dcr'l's SoEn::e Muooo.m hosted tre ... 
rosod of tre 1ni91 Masteos Ganng 
a.... j 00 ISlIips en Decernbar 21. no..e"I\ 
took ptace n the rruso.m's 'MIk:o'ne WIf'Q. 

h:;nle te the ~ !lld'"ibIIiOn 

·[)gIlopoIis·. and was qM1 10 tre p.tic 

t~ tre lOIJniment ~ ~o:"iy 

opefi 10 otroaI ~tors, Ewo'll spcr'iIOf. 

1n18l. """'Ied some of the UK's top QIlITW1Q 

toaTlS 10 CQIT'PEIte b the Sl.i:lsta"lMI SUll 01 

£25.CXXlll"lCiaf the watdllU eo,e of ~EIf 
ChfIs BarTie, of 'Torril Aaodar' fa'ne. 

~ t~ ...... 1 be the man ItYuSI 

d CU $trategv ID ~ p-cfassionBIlJ!ITW"'<I 

I'llhs cwntiY and ID pruro!II ~ as a 
spactaICr sport: s tated Nick Knupner 

inial'S UK Garrwlg Pn::gam mMaQEIf. "IntaI's 

am • 10 ~ the ilcUitry and ID help 

~ gf;foN ~s 0'M1 ntrastructll9 nc:U:;IIr"g 

1Bagui!Is, tOtXf1il(1'l8rllS and rues. 

• 

Some of the games lhat were conlested 
at the Sciero:.:e /IIiusa.m I'"d...dad CcxIlltr­

Suwe. Rei.".. to Castle ~Ie/n, 
WMc:mff m. ReignalCh80s. and FrfIJ 2003. 

wth ~ of Its COI'T"pEItrtol oeoog 
III"Dwn en the rruseum's iTiiIISSMIlMA.X 

(nlma semens, So Ii:r. tre Dgg9St 

professIcnaI ~ tMlIlI hIIId i'lthe UK 

was t-eId by G<.nos Domain n Sop\oTtler. 

oIfonlg £2O.00J I'l pnza ~. and ~ looks 
IIo<a next yew eot.*:I sea rnoo"e tMlIlIS 

and 8YOO mora cash en oiler 
Counter-Slrike wa. one 01 the tilla. in 
tha lou.n.mefll at the Scie nce Museum 



Crawfish closes doors 
Slowing demand for Game Boy Advance software 
forces handheld specialist into liquidation 

D IicUt make! C(l(1(MiOnS have fcroIId 
Croydon-bao;ed ~. CrawIi!I'I 

fWOCWe to dose. Afl6I' bang b.J'>ded ... 

'195 !he ~ Ql.IICIQy ca-ved out a 
EIPUIatoon as a speciailsll'larlch3ld 

jeyeIoper. poOOucrog!YI 0TpeSSIIIEI 

-.?I!ware 01 tt'9I rduded such tcI8s as 
fOO vs. SEMr:n:l Sf188t' FighffY Ap'Ia 3 
/.Q;IEIr. 1-\oWIlVer. the contorued 
~oIthe Gane Boy 
~ sot!warlI seclCM'. ;rd !he CU$'II 

dmaI8 of nwnse cx;mTIBICIaI OOIlopetL: 

across the nwstty as a~. made tre 
COIl"P<IIlY'S posrtion l.I1tOfLabie 

As a reso.it 01 gc*1g nro \IOU"Itay 

lQOOaIoon.!ha ~'s EI'lIlffl W(lI'\(IrYn 

was rnad8 'Bdn:t<rc on 'O<Mlrrtler \4 od 

the~ceased~wr. 

The move was ~ tJ)I Cameron 

Sh&ppan:l !he COfT"(liW'l)' S m<rraging 

, '"K:Ior. l'm~lIIOrTYtolosetheu 
" oaI we created a1 0'awWl .• he s.l_ 

conmentJ"Jg on the news. "We WOtII8d 

twd cn:I ~ here was pas$IO!'laIQ 

..oov: the games we made so I'm SU"eth81 

_taIa1tswonlbew ste(landtheV ...... 

Recently Reviewed 

81 ftId good po$ItlO!ll!l w-too tte ndustry 
m CtIT8I'I!y~ the ~oI 

~ the ~ we had ahJ;$ 

~ted <n:! WOUd ike to take \his 

opport'"'Y to tl1ar'k everycne !or thei' 
SI..4lOCW1 rl the past ..., Md a hall 'I'9WS 

and can hor1astIv say!hall aT' prouj cA 
wt'll we acheYed I !hili lime,· 

Hard times 
The ~ cc:wlCides wth biKl 

fflS b a rurt. of p..t:tshen; Ird 
dlo. 1IOp8'S. III sp\8 of reoord scIIwar9 

sales, IVld r.;tiig1ts the ci'!icUloes 
presented by iII'1 intensely ~we. hi· 
~ 1TBket. n's _ \X1dI.lrh!s !he 

00w'IhIrl Wl the market 10' GBA sd!:wa'e 
Deepte the CO"l"parly'S Iomys ruo O!her 
h;n::tlejd sectors. such as PDA a'ld mOOiIIt 
pt"()09 ga-ning. the Slat.<; dErn<nj!or G8A 
gartl9S has proT4lIed 98YetaI ~ \0 

~ from COIl" ~. tI new 9OI!w.:nI. 
~ iIdObon, SheppMj arg...ad thaI: __ 

late paynleI1ts from pubkshefs , no doo..bt 

~ stn.ggIing, exao::::at>aled 

th8 XfTllint5~. 

f<lge I>nnIIO _. """"'- '" last ..... '. __ .,.,.. 

"" - ~ 

Pro EWIl.Wn Scx:cw 2 '" ,-..... '- "'" "'" ~ T1wIf ""IQ; v.ce 01)' "" """'"""'-
MobMISurr~, ~ VsZfOIl "'" --...... - "" --~"'9" -- GC."" "'" ~: B.oI!1eety PS2,)(I)oo;. GC ""'.....",. 
~&fw1I11:~IOE_ ,.,. -Tom CIIn::y~ ~c.r -"" "''''" T""f ~~ AI) SkaIIIf 4 PS2, Xbox. GC ~-"""'-- "'" ~ 

HMw1,c.rofIM~ PS2, XIIoA. GC -~ RIoQrlofFn PS2, Xbo>t. QC e.mEI1 ......... 1 

"" Hc>.JIe 01 rtJe DMO' I~ .",. -......... Bond 007' NtghlF,,- pc,)(box. f'S;2, GC --~ ... M ..... 
s.. ........ n.00ntw.. GC. "" '-"" 
"" Loro'of IM ~ "" FeIIowInp dIM Air1sI PS2, OC. Xbox. PC -~ 
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Crawfish managing dl • ..:iOl, Cameron 

Sheppard announced news 01 the 
company', closure In November 
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GeForce takes the next step 
Not just faster, nVidia's latest graphics technology 
GeForce FX allows developers to code smarter too 

The demo uses bme-d&pet\den' 
..n8Oen to ag.o the mat .. ial, 01 a truck; 
the 1,...,1 body rusts, while the chrome 
tarni, hes and rubbef pe!'isMs (top) 

; 

A 00100" 12 rnc:>nlhs, another pace 
of I'wo;tl -tech silicctllrom nVda, 

But >IDle the GeF(JI'(:>:l FX (p~ 
koown as NV3O) archlectLnl comes 

traiWlg the LJSUaI ~etmg tJo,operOOIe -

"We have app.ed rocket scien:::a to 
bmg !his product to rnarl\et. " - true ~ 
a feeiI"lg rt marks a new qua itat"'" level 
fcr PC gaptics . P<V1iy. t~ IS bacause 

~S a mudl deverer box of tricks <Mlen 

~ to the brute fo«;e rmder'ng 
appuaches of Geforces 1--4, These 

offered devaIcpers a fixed, if fast. 

g~s pipeine, wt>e<eas GeForce FX 
aIows them to make their ('1Ml 

deasioos ocoooming how they lJSfl the 
hardY;are's pCJWe<. 

IronicaIy th':v;tl, some of UlE! othe' 

srnans come from c:oe-tme nVKia 
<Wd'1-rival3dfx, the O1tellectual prcperty 

ot V>tlich nVda acqo.ifed ., 2OC() 

8efOO! n went bust, 3dfx fcaJsed 00 

Opbcai effects Sl.d1 as monoo blur and 
depth of foo. but n«!her the gapNi::s 

tednalogy ro:!he proga1'Vl'W)g tools 

at the time WOOl ~ to the job. nVidoa 
has rastnoctad those ideas, however, 

ircofpora!mg them <n:l ex·3dfx staff 
into ~s aggressive R&D~, 

"There are two reasons wtry we call 

rt FX," explains Geoft Ballew, nVoa's 

Geforre product ~, "One is 

because il's the rvst GPU created by 

the cornbooed IBInlS of what was 

Named Dawn becauM nVklia ... YI GeFOfCe FX is tile "dawn or cl""",allc computing," thiS 
pi.ie . hoWI the poW&, o! shlKlers to animate malen,",s svc~ as Ik i~ and translvcent wings 

, 
As wet l as ' ech demos ...... ' IOCMoIogy alwa~s requi ... $Ome ga"-; 'Epic: oftered thIS 
Unreal .ngine demo (above), while RUM .. ""vek>pe' GSC sIIowed Its !Orl""oming Ff>S St~lIr..-

foonerty 3dfx and I'koat is CUTQ'ltIv 

nVOO. The second is because ~'s 

atxuI tim·stj1e specia' effects · 

CIairrmg GeForce FX ~ I'uTla1 

emolUl ,n a way that "'.as not been 
possible before, BaiIew says, "We caI 
tt.s mariage of st~ cinErmatrc 

Q<..a'1y imagefy wth realtme g<!phcs 

Cinemah::: Computrlg. ' 

Real slim shaders 
A key eoa/::IIng I ectnc:t.>gy behind the 

hardwae oS the irrlpklrnentation 01 
Maosoft 's ~tX 9 pixeI am Yf:'rteX 

shadet"s. These pnqarrnirg 

Ialguages enable devIlIopers 10 ~ 

low-levIlj access to graphic: card 

P<OC€SSO'S, providing Ir\1ltnio;l-fasl 
pet1orrnarrce. Of course, as (0"1 0!lE"l 

Slartdcv"d, aI graphcs ca'ds S4')pOrtlng 

[KoctX 9 use tt.s tectnc:t.>gy, ttDo:;11 in 

a potentialy ~ precedeflt 

GeFoo:e FX ~s a non·star"ICad 
exterJSlCXl,l<:rlowrl as VIlrsi:'.ln 2.0-- ptxai 

and vertex shader1;. A Slandird DirectX 

9 grapr.:s card ~s merely 

VersUl2,Q lechdogy, 

The donerence IS that GeFoo:e FX 
enables developers to Mile longer 

shOOer pograrmes, ttDo:;11 the longer 

the P'~, the mere processmg 
tme is reqtiIed "We prefer to let 

developers decide h:::m to US(! the extra 

fLnctionality as opposed to lmitrlg their 
creatMty,· BaiIew CCUlters He says 

nVoo's ~ means deveIopet's 

Cifi use tecIYriQL.eS su::h as dynamic 

b!anchiog withifl thlllr shade<s, whch is 

US(!fU for rinatim bknis. 

Othe< eIemeIlts of the t~ 

arTTIOlXY nVld.a is bn<~ to bear WIth 

Geface FX Ifrl.des Sl«>Ort fn:rn ,ts 

shaOOf ~ I.r.guage Cg (soo 

El13) am thearchtocture 's ~ 

0neFX graphcs~ , llis Cifi 

hGndIe eight po<:91s arrd t 6 textures 

per cycle, dc>..t>Ie that of the nVoo's 

~ hglest-perform<nce part, 

the GoForos4 Ti 46((l. In anothEr 

DirectX 9 cievejopmeflt, rt suppcrls 

t28tNI col<:....- preas.ion per pixeI , 

and the ~!est 8X AGP rnernc>ry bus 
speaficatUl too , nVrdia has ~ 

I€'WOIked its anb-alklSing tectnc:t.>gy, 

wiltl a rl8N optlnsed aw-ooch 
caIIOO Intelhsarnple, 

The restIt is a product that BaIlew 
says afters 25 tmes the perloomnce 

of lasl year's Ti 4600 m:::deI Of coo..r-se, 
the comparison that realy matters WII 

be how ~ shapes up reta.lNe to Cl.iITeflt 

arch·rivaI ATi's ROOoc:t19700, but for 

haIdcore PC gaoners 'Mttl deep 

pockets, the future 's kJoI<r.g 

faster and better Ira. ever, 

8Li1dirg the periect beast 
'" le"'" '" 'w<l tKl'- ~'><' m~ (,.,' o'c.' 1 X cn,p C()<"""", 
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rn,,,lo'T"""" 'l'''0=.11 

,.-., """'~ '0 0 Il m.c,,,,,,, ,, ',q 1,'""W' '()0 ,r," me;,n, 
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From spy to king 
After conquering PC gaming, technology company 
GameSpy is now focusing on getting console garners online 

G an-.g !ha custom 01 the wortds 

Wgest ~ puoist1er IT'IJ8t be 
the Lit.m3te ltid-latter day !or f!I¥ tools 
-..n:Iot". tt's ~ so.wpnsn;;J, tt.IreIor'e. 
that Gan&Spy is ptetty happy WIth the 

~ EJecm.nc Arts has 
sq'I(ld (4) for ~s orWlo IJlIlYlQ 

tadToc:b;Jies. Under the agreement EA 
..... ncorporate G<vneSpy's crina 
goYlYg ~ fllO futLr9 gwoes. 
G<vneSpy I'>il also prcMcIe assist.n::e in 
~:he ba:.:k-end _ Icy 

EA's g<me:S "'th rQSP8Ct to 99fWr'S. 

t:sldwdth Md repo:::.:trIg SI..WO"I-
'EvenCOliptll_WI'ft1~ 

rasouces i<8 EA w.r'lt to make SU'8 

IhEri doYote !hei' rescuoes !Wld 
energe; to 1I"1BIr 00IlI ~!"ry -

mai<rIg great QiITI!IS: 9lCI)IaIr\S 

~'s CEO Mark Sl.rIu "Sn:la 
we otfar Becut:nc Arts <n:I ott. 
po.b/Ist..-s a prowo, rWiIbIe, coaI­

eI!octM:l SOUIOI'lIor onre ga'TWIg 

~. we-l9abie to free It1em 01' 
me conc::ens r:J '-"9 to rl'IErlaQB \tIS 

II1frastnX:t1.o for rT'9ly 01 !hei' ~ • 

a..m.5py wu qWck to IlIPIIO't .,.... gaming for c:on.oIa. Back In 2001 , ~ _I.., 
ActMMwI'I Tony _ .. Pro SUror 3 for PS2 _ now e>ft ... '-' lot G......cuo. IiIIM 

The ageemenI is the ct*TW'eIion rj 

~ work G1meSpy hcIs I;<lmIId 0lA 

wt!h respocI to EA's garT'8S such as 
MoH . .AJi8d Assatir CW1d Freedom Fon::e 
and n::urls cif a geat yew fey It-. 

COllf.l'WlY. As WEll as EA. ~ also 

picked l4J business fmm Ta/<a2, 
ActMSion Md DIsr"oey. No! biId for a 
SEVVioo that fmm a COI19..m8r pont of 
VtfNI, merely oilers crina ~ 
matdToQ;nd ~ _ su::h 

as chat rooms ¥Id I:ludat lists 

"l.eI:'s be cIe.Y - there is a leA more 
10 tm _ than ~ rI,HW'IQ the 

Q(Vll8 !IeI\$"S,. Su1as pontS 0lA sta'NV­
'We're 0CUJatt t.aI<n;I about the 

~and~oIkey 

MM AssaNI ond F'"'*>m FOI'O' w .... tilt 
&$1 '",,1>; of E,.\'. ~~k wlt~ GII_Spy, but 
UI*'I many "..,... PC and conlOle QII"-

w'hI techI d:lgoes -~ fmm 

a'l!,'pnICy systemS to n-game voice 

d'1aI. '1ncIeed. Go:wneSpy ctIers 

dEMIklP8rS \4 tc:dluts wt-.:h iIK:m ~ to 
d9EI WIth issues such as matclYnalmg, 

COIl'IfTlln\Y, ao.:t'rns!rabon, or*"le 
oorrpet ,bon f'IIlIwor\<rg daYBIopmern 

Md patchng ~_ ~ oYKIS the 

popUer cnooe VOIOI:l COI'I'IffiI.,OKboo 

tedlnOlogy Rc:Igw WIIro, too. 

Arcade haul 
YelIor rrost COOSlITlBI'l>, GaneSpy IS 
besll<rown!or ~s AA:ade software, 

00Nri0eds 01 whch lop the &n ma1<_ 
Wei\tW"g n at 5I'.tl, Itoa cienl aIo:JoM; PC 

ganetS 10 ctose iCM'-laltn;y 9'ffl!l 

~. 00th nanow and broao::I:land. 
kJ" CMlr :D) games I>J. peaK tmes. the 

iIIII'\QI hosts atu'ld 140,OOJg<nl&'S 

!iI'T'Uia'WIOl.- It's 11 r'l.ITtla" that's 
b:ll.rld 10 flCrEIi!Ige n 2000 as the game 

an!IIOIIIS CXIrTl8 tr*lB. 

Il1 I~GaneSpywas Q..id< 01\ 

thema1<W<th~, ~ 

tr*lB optoons for us pIiJy!r.i 01 Tony 

/-/ENIt/<'s Ao Slc81a" 3 b8ck n 2001. "A 

IWge portol 01 011" lectnoIogy busnIss 
wI ccma Iran deIM!mg PS2 sdJtt;n; 

- we all the dei.'I' IeOOer n ths spaoe." 

P'9dcts Su1as. a:1dnQ. "Wo aso 
expect to see some bustless 1nm the 
GameC..be mari<el - aI 1-4 01 OV" 

1()(:t<jIS all avaoIat:je lor ~." 

.6rd ........... says Gir'neSpy's rot 

~ed to 0SCuss tte ocrr~*.,,...s 
I"M:lM3men1 n Iorthoonw Ig EA I~ ... 
adTIts tt-e ~ cv.oers IlllIhEt 
platforms !tal Ga'neSpy ~ - PC. 

PS2 and GimeO..tle_ &..poo11or )100>: 

is 11 brt of a JT'QOI PQnIIt'O.q1 

Tectn:ait)'. 'IS rot a Pf\XIIIm but as 
Iv'Icrosofl: IS settng 00 Its centratsed 

l..Ne Sf:lMCe , ~'s nooffldal P*l8 b" 
GarneSpy, But ha...ng sad 1t18t, tt-e 
compcwTy' does ofI8" 11 hac)( S8I'VIC8 ci 
sorts. CaIec! Game5o'I T~ 
SottwartI, thI$ aIows Xb:lx ~ to 

~ 0fW'0e for tree ....-.g • ~ set 
00 LAN '<1(1 tt-e XbcDc LA. OPIocn 

"I applaud McoaoIt 10'" rnaI<tlg 11 

heavi ~tm&'II n tecmoIogv and 

1I1fIastn.cn..e and w-'f1II 0IW1e g8fTWl',j 

ttelocus ~ dII9aW8, II¥I Su1as 01 

.v.crooott's cIeosicrl to go b' a 
centraised or*1e gcnro;jI system 
~. as he pcwl\s (lA, Ihan! all 

WIder COI,meoool ~ which 

may af«;t rts 0YeI<II ~. 
"~MlIIINf1o/S ~ to 
rT1o'IntaI1 tt-e best eco 0 i lies of 
~ >M1i9 P'"OYdrll th& 
best USIQr e-.:e i8I C8." he says_ 
"The futI.I"e we stri'o'e kJ" 81 GatneSpoJ 
is one ~ ~ ~ use 0lI" 

tools across III of lhe ma,or pIat!ctms, 

~ cnoe for ItTee , loos or 
mora SI<U$." 

WIMN_~.ccm 

The consurn.n' wIew of G.u"eSpy 11 ib ubIquitouI 
G.......sp, ~ ~ __ pnetS 10 Iirod ! .. , 

........... check PItches. choIi .,.., ...... _ Iheor buddy "It 

<017> 
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The future is roow. Those ~ VbIIded boj s.n 
FOJt SIJ¥;I Poker could never '-~ ~ 

• • 

Sol.- Action mo!IOWIS that ganws will have 10 resort 

10 II'I/Ag the G8A in br'oghI condibon • . Nghher 

"""- SeasonaJ titillation 

UK: Edge has to W()I'"oda' at the knd of nard !hat wcUd buy a 

20)3 ca;:o:l(y chX:l< f\J of clj1a1 'M)To(jIl r.:osng ~M;ty to 

~ i-nagh;t"y c:aTlffi\, HeIem recinflg in iI'l irnertLbe. Ctristie 
spc«ing a I'IdcUaus fismet·sty.e aI·tI-cne and Tna 
~, legs akJTt:o. across pxefatoo sa'd. It 's chkish, 
cyrw:.a' and rridy se>ost However, rt O::.>es seem to presoot 
acoJate'y the yea <tleOO in a haldy (J.ic!< re'ererl::e fetmat 

perfect for h<vlgog 00 a waI or door. Edge Will just have to make 

00 lIltI somettirg less oIIt:!nsiw to the fJIe comes ltrcu;tl the 

posL 0'I.iar ~ CbA XtrEme Boodl ~ CaIeOOer from 
CA Ga-res 00 0141 334 3901. 

Japan: Hidoo Kqma crntnJes to t::took rl8N goo.n:J. and no, 
\«' <:¥"'C. Edge i$l'j taI<;Og <bout even Ierg\tJercul·scenes, "', 

new ~based GBA gtme IS tJeO,:ll$'1Tl8d a "Sc:O Actal 
RPG": the g<m!lS We 1S&JI<ua no T~. whi<.:h me<ns 
somettirg aIcng the ~ 01 'CV &1'1', and !he reN gEne tag 
comes from !he $Ilt1SCt at the lOp cl the catriOge, Io'.hd1 alters th 

g<rne ac:rordi"J;l !O the II<;t1t ie'oM ~ the ~. But 
haffi', ~terdo harnessed the G8A:s 'lX1iq.Je ' SCfOO'l capabililies 

10 po.oide ttis sort 01 feaI...-e aready1 W<tness CasIJevar¥a when 

there <srn a i!trt striJg ~ 00 the so::.:retYl. ma1\I of the 

~ <re COfTl(JI€reJyirMsb/e. Calro LP. Kojima-5a1 

"He was like a caged animal -
he looked like Blanka H 

Pa10 t ~ S;n ca.. Ih:His ~ hfr SF ~ """" 00latrt;,l 
GctI!es frst Iew tnn" !he {)ei!bity BIg ~ m-. 

"In the past year, however, games consoles 
have changed all that: they have processors, 

microchips, graphics and sound cards 
of their own" 

'Gocd ~ • ....-... '...t'f the I'D ...,1 B oo-rrmt b<:8 n 
garY¥l;J m,<mre. Ccn'loIoo _,., rru:n ocd8' v.tro hIV ""'" rmclo 

1:001 tf!s r1 stmg IO'l.1 <k:anIed """"""",!:II8S. 

"The court has no difficulty ;;'n:Z~~~:~~Ih:;at the ':,:t,'~'" oflh"'; ~ 



1:31 WheeIy odd 

UK: JI{Jd ~ Kcjima's an~s to play acuJd"";!h h<vrlleId loon 

m fI..n:tm weren't~, 0Cf.»SS0(y maker Pro Play has 
p:oci.I:':.OO a st~ IMffl to" the GBA. Nem, ~ ·s c::ertarli 
~ - the GBAcIps in 00'Vld the v.OOeI, aIowirg the 

semen to be ~ !t"w"oU;I1 the gap irl the centre - but Edge can 't 

~ 'M::t'der'ng ~ ~'s a itte. v.d, ~/napp-q.Yiatelpol1tless 

'S<:mecne has gone mental cr senousIy I," reads a custcmer 
rtl'II!lW en EI3girues,com. YWJI. , Edge l'IOllil'j go that fat". but A 

doesf1 'j seem lJTOOSOflaDIe 10 ~ that its If\Jl:l WJI1h may 
W8I be Imtoo to that of a hs;<:.ri:;aj <.uio R.:<- mere I1f«mab:::o 

VIS1 the C<.'.:I1lJilnI''s iNetJsl:e at VI'NW.prqjay.co.l.i!<; 

CI'T- Animal atba:tion 

UK: 01, C'mc(l, pecpIe. Bit Ctwg is p>I so last ye;r. n yaJ're 

teaIy OOMl..,;th the kids you 're mo~, Torny's 200Z sh:>t 
allhe Bleclrc.-w:; stcd<r'g tier market, and the smaIest ~ 

f'I3O::l\TitJOn toys Ifl the 1'IoU'd. ~s cane Iran a cistant I'oO'1d 
caIed Mi::n:nesa and eoch has ns own behaw:tr patterns and 

so..rd effects. Essm!Jati, !hey'O{! rrnato.med FI.rtIys. t.X"tt rTl.d1 
rncre oosty crushed ~. A rnw se! Wdles In ...I<n..3y, 

i'1dJcfrg a OO/V monster, a rnw dog, a pO< pony, a paOOa and a 
h<mster. Each Mia'opat costs £10 and sh::Ud be avaiIaJIB Ircm 

roy stock!sls nationwide Mo-e rlomaton at the Webs<te 
VI'NW,mcro--f,>3ts.com, IX !he TmJY C<n*le en 02300 66200). 

UI(; Ddby UK mcent!y ttoYe 0::JY,f1 to HJltnl in orOOr to 
8'MlQ9iise the benBIit 01 s.noo.nd SCU1d {<Yd to sh:lw off 01e of 
ItI8 roost ~ fl.c;y eot~ set-{..p5 <ro..n.:f)- And 

de$pte berg rrto hm'e COlffia ~ !or g.uoes) sflce the 
eo-Iy 'OCIs, Edge was left turot::Oad I;>j the ~ quaIty d 

the soo..ndstage. Clrn! the ~ ~ so..ro::t:mof doors 

were safa'y !h;! !he sys:em was aIowad w stretdl its .....atts; 
pIayJlg &mour 2 en the 1'9hde's PS21n Pro logl; 11 cri the 
bggest Ifl- C<!( LCD mcrotors rnc:tl9)I car' bo.tj was c:eo:tairly a new 

~. Fcr !ha! matt€<". so was watct'Wlg a 0\10 n f\J Ddby 

DogtaI5 1 c< listering to !he cas latast addtJon: a CND-A deck 

DataStream 

PmdctBd ell\le n.orn;; : 3 

i'<ro.xlI klsI to pirocy by 9'"ll(I'l, ~ II"Id rrusic~. 
~torACT:1:2.35IIbn 

F'e'oerIIaga cl ELSPA raid!; hit ........ 0Yid0000 cI"O!M" c::mWD 

~~dv;I~_,_~_'!.-.J _~_~_·_ 80 
~ 01 Edge SIaI'I ~ lho! .aids 00 IhM ~ l'fiItI 
P"'.Xi09 ""'* -~. 100 

With the ICE taken ~ 01,!he time has come to 
"-" Ihe snolC$, fit some OZs, get some NOS ... 

The Pm Play wheel per1phera11TleWlS that garners 1 

wil ru,V<! to tilt the GBA fo( best results. Nghher 



The Her1Io ~ oome In • ribbed --.. !of 

!how who st:II apprecIste u.. AIt>eI\a thingt. in life 

-

Not \tie ITICIa enticing p.ripI'MnI. but mucll hi.nty 

can t.. had !!Om .u.ing ..... to IfIlOIIIIhoi glove 

o ... 

The GC 2.1 .o.n:I system is a qualify product, but 
\tie IIIIIc fly4e may requin) a total room reo:IacooaIion 

&I .. ~ a c:n.. mode wiIh .,. .. Ioorth wey 

.u.? Reil.lm, kIcIs, ROCK~ WI'I5 

(0 ' • 

la that a fag hanging out1Iidot It1e mou\t1 of Mr 

0rUIer'8 of'o'III 01 islM jUst a ¥MY modem man? 

ut<: See, rrost of the tirre ~'sgeat b9ng iI ~ 
GareObe ()'NfU, ....rut YMtl yo.x pretty iIUe cmsde tl yo.x 

pretty kttIe hoose, ~ s¥ed to rn:Itd1 , i<e Arv1JaI ~ 

but forreal. Except there's the Ihcmy lssue of ~ ~ 
krwJws that choolaocaly dmllcal at.do ~ f1 this yea, 001 lac 

~ cve raer!harl r~ PAL~, Ttmk g.xdless 
for Heta:J, then, becaJge its GC 2 ,1 speakers oiler rule ;rd 

~ 9:rics, styled to d<.n'J Nfltto:.b's ganes 
~, AA Xlx»< <n:J PS21'!lrS1OO IS ~ ~­

I:oJt snce when ha\.<e thass trutes e<rod a':out themaoc 

matctirg? Moo! i1foonab:';:o1 from IIMwheraoccm 

Scissors, ~II c::::J7 paper, roXXUl: .. 

Eire: "E3IJrYc Fbshamlx;," states Kieran NoIan, prc>...dy, "IS the 

o.*rtla'.i:::n oi nea1y far rnooths of resotWCh ilIa the ~ 
of the h<nd as a rrl\ beIv..oon tunans ard mactn9s .• It was 

aso final-yea prqoc! le<" hs MI\ at the I..k'YYersrtyd LIneo:'d<. 

~ to tw..*:J a p-ototwe <reaOO rnoc.hne based Cfl Edge 's 

f<M:uIIe pcvb.xg<rne , Scis:so"s, Paplr, Rock Offomg "h<od 

ges!tre recoglIi:::n as..., (Vcade~ narfoce" (~ 
~. BQl(; fbstl8ff/xJ cares with ~ <jf:Nes IMlcI1 

detEd the shape yoo're 1IToWnJ;rd cisPaYs tte dgtaI 
eQ..ivaIoot 00 screen. The erd rest.it? • All oogioaI appuoct1 to 

~,.n'j Ell ~ ~ k:Y US€tS_" IWl there~ 

~ ~ strategy to ~!harl ~ Smash Brortas , too 
More riormatal at http:l~.netlbic:ocroshart 

Japan: TI1Jil ste<y: Edge IS VISIlilg Nanco's headQJarters witI1 rts 
Fr(Oj)-~ correspcrrlent, whefl a yo.ng WOOl<IfI sl<Jps 

tI"roo..I;;11 the roan h.Jggirg a Mr ll'a:r' <1:lI c:tooo to her dlest. ShE 
smiles, stops fo: a briBf chaI, e>o::hiirges bust'less ca'ds, am tOO 
001Ii"0es Cfl her~. "MJJ was that?" Edge~, "'Wro?" 

S<r'fS Edges mGO-o-jap.Tl, 'Mtt1 a G* strug, "G1, 'wo She 
created M Dri/a-.• Her pUstl friend tuned out to be a prototype, 
A yea later, ard the toys (re fInat( avaiIat:Oe. iIIor>fI with eq,t·n:::t 
~of Drk's rMII <W'd [XIer>s dog . No SusoJnJ yet, tOOuo;t1. 
ex iJffl sgl of a'1 ~ fiva-f(x)t ~ desqu. Sh.uoE 
rw:w detais from US 1Tp)rt(W" httpjlufocatchEl".na! 

[I Continue ft 
Old games miOde good 
A lord ~ bold< to S'\n:lbi and M8Iroid 
Keom Smi1h; Game DesIgn« 
....., s.-- a.. for CtYismIa!I No. 1 
Mtcr050ft's ChrIstmas TV pmmos 
Ifs ~ its act togeI!w JU'I in ImO 

Quit I 
Old games made bad 

..b.Jst ... IM .... "' ,;cm, oI~~ 
Nintendo'1l Christmas TV promos 

MeItoid,~, Qys!aI O'vtn:>oos and ICi 0 ..... out next.,... kids 
'Faking It's PIliI Deane 

"No arroganI lIItl8 twar 
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CUT Tt-IE~E , 
L MEDIA 

cm of the W<Ynflg sq..<; of Iict'al is a tran of aI..fttus faIrg CM!T 

~ 10 prais€ the fYiffl \xxlk m:m a reltming sorrinaI 
'Mrta-; cue prais€ Iroo1lain B<n<s, St~ Baxter, PJas\(lir 

Reyrdds [fl(j MdlaeI MirIDaI Srrith lex M Jcm Hanson's 

tatest Kro:1M-1 tor hs 1975 'The Centa.ri D€Moo', 'Uo;ttt ' is 

fUrison's Irst ser'oJs atterrct at sd·~ br am::.st 20 1'fHS. Am 
v.h1e B:ri<'s Wffl that 'li;toI' is "triOlt" seems ~, less 

<.X;:<1!ootoon suro..ods St~ Baxta:'s ""- that rt IS a ~ 

ntaligenl" \xxlk 
Asbe1itsfUrison's~as aser'oJs'Miter, 'Lqlt' 

~ out a d!l'ver ~ act betweffi ttYoo stCty strands: at 
the em of the 2OIto coottry Mrnael Kearey prOOe:s the natLnl' 

of '(10 00" iEISS v.a the 1a'Ot. a mystical set of de and fllS01I"Ch 
no the~ ~ of q..riIltt.rn co:1e. Meao"Mtie, 

400 I'fHS f1 the futt.re, Seria Mall pibts her k-~ tIYouo;t114 'I 
~ Wrg the resUts of KBaoney's YoU\<: and washed-<:O.A 
!Iriseeker Ed 0lia0"1€ISe I:.x:l<s to- hs next \rll, H's a rmrk of 
fUrison's ski, that v.h1e the deo:?uernent is putec!ed lI1li the 

final ~ters, eoch strand occasicrl<Iv ru:lges its f€Icws, 

ensung 'U;tot' is 2Iwr1ys more than the Sl.m of rts pa1s, fus IS 

~ tAA! of the erdng, ....tid1 puv;des eoch dHacter ' " 
with a cut~, [fl(j t:O-qs o.oeraI ca~erleSS The lfiy I 

aitti;m C<fi be v.hether the efIa1 taken to craft 'lJ;ttI' mea5lIeS , 

l(.l to its <X':f'O':tJSion. Fo' Hanson, at blst, the ~ ~ 
to be mom rTfjCrt<rlt thon the final 00StI1ab::01. 

:>..Cl Web3D 

, ' 30 Woo tedTlctJgy isn't <rl ~ <.:31ddate tor the l.au'er'w;:e 

I'¥goolfee tti91r8atmool, W: n ~WIth a \xxlk on 
'OToe Elra'ocIrg', the ~ ~ Itrts the tine is no;j1t 
tor ~s nEM' 'De9g1OWle' series. ,3'5 leattreeo:itor [XOOgB is a 

ittIe mom du.mspect, nomg fi hs ~ that WOO 30 

has been "the roex1 tjg ttTg lex mom thon live I'fHS rr:m" ~'s 
rd dear outsde spec:ialist ao'OOS, su::h as ganing or tedrical 
~, that the h-d ctrroerOO"o brrlgs m.d1 ~ 

erp,.ment to hemet =, 
Pao-tIy ~ 's <rl ISSUe of binMidth - sanethrg or+! now l:>enJ 

a:1O'oosecl n the LK try the rcbJt of cheap t::ro.dJ<n:j - tu: 
there's also there's the qJeStoon of stao daocised auth::Ir11g [fl(j 
~ sofIw<fll, Mao-areda's Omctor andN.t:t:oe's 

~ ~ were I1urlled n 20:)1, and they ~ 

a focus fry scme of the book'scase stlrles. Both the U JirI's 
T~ of Heaven and H<rn 01 ~'s ():11<. Oily p:qects, b: 
~,were ~ of Ad:::t>e's ~ cterroo 
CO'fl)eIitJon, 

O\her ao'OOS [XOOgB ('X)I1!iders ird..de the dfferer1. 
~ laken try c.-.--.e ~ su::h as HaI:bo Hotej, 

~ and dbt, More n lerestng lex Edge reocIers 

h::mever, as the proprietaoy g<me ~ Iran the Ii<es of W1d " 
Ta-gent, 30 ~ and Desio:J1 Asser'rUy. v.tlict1 taI<e 
acMv1tage of tectn:t:.qes su::h as I\;,vdw;Ye ao:::oaIwatiClfl W1d 

Ta-genI, ., pa1i:::o..ia, seems 10 be t::oIaUg the trail. with mom 

thon nn gcmes payed Wrg its Woo DiveI''k:!!tll ~t six 
(Jl()(lIhs, O"w:.:a a;Jain gcmes as IBOOi"g theWayfor 30, tu: rt stJ 

tEfTIai'ls o.n:.:leao' h::;Mr m.d1 ftrther the t~ ",,.,.W, 
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Ste. Emogame 
URL \¥WW,emogame.com 

\ 
• If the news that K£vn &riIh has gY8f1 AI'Iock and 
4 J-l.o a peo:'SOfliIbed sete*'(j beaI em <.(l wen 

saves &1)!e<Mls you(;(j:j, tnen th S may OOfl'O'e 

sUtod 10 yotIflas/S , Err-ogIme is a scrd\rg<reade 

adventtoW thaI ta<.es \'W f'Ilo the I/MlhI:lM 
i1"erstid< tOO"Stan3d wA:l of E.rro m;sic, 

~W(J sevrrnI ~ ~s slatS 1'1 s.,.1IIy p.,xWJ, 

~ At. The ome In, The Get l)p NOs, and 
~ Eat WcrId , S18'Ml TYe''s there too. tu: root 

10 a IIalttnlQ W?tJ. Edge ~ as the lJQC('stiC:aI 
Cctu- m:m 8ii<jlt Eyes; tis Fevers and Mrrors 

specaattackhas a~~~, 

&! <Ntak, \h:lI.I!11, thaI paIS of Emagame <Ye 

exceptiorl<ly tasl00ss, (IOU tt 's Oil<\arly r10t ~ 

Ior mr--orS, even if they ve iJst I;>geol <,t.rnPIld 
• 

Japan: MO::rosotII>as ~ its XOOx ~ 
approoch i1 Sony's rIaIion am come lip wIIh this; M 

aivert geamd towaods a ffiOn! adult auditIoce. 

A Iady's bad<. A genIIema<1's han:I, Grown ,.,..., on 
tricycles. Generic: tocmo in the backgrou:ld, I 

'*-l of the s-:k. the leader wabs • roop, focuses 
on !he oonidor sprinldef system, ,. 

Malo voiceover. "Play wiItl SI)1e," Message: - Playing 
is art. " Come bacI< Da\IId l ynch, .. is Iorgrvun, 
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E 
>rl.Jtu1: \'ohen )'UJ scued that gaaI in the final 
rnhJI:e <X extra tml ~ the sigltest tou:::h ct 
the IeII ~ S1.d<, a ittIa ao:x::EIIera!i: 'MIll 

R1, a~oIlhe sq.H"8 button so gentle ~'s a;' 
;='11'1 afraid ~ mi'jt tnxK 'rt::u kn:Mr, Yhsl;= 
scued t/18! goal: \'ohen )'UJ ~ the!l"()l'TU1! 
the ball crossed the n bri\ ;rd b:1h, bOO<.;nj 

1crtt1, the ~ pE!!pet\.Ii:It, stretdV1g. c:ia'Mlg, 
tkg. ....ta1 \'OJ left rt S!alIC at that nstn a"Id 

paYled the ~ <rUrd, caIdT1g the wtdB 

pndllrolefl fl m nsLTot et eIata1 a"Id despair; a"Id 

\'ohen )'UJ zoomed n on the kooper's face. 'PI 
$'MY!! \'OJ a:U:l see lis ~ t:makt'g. 

k's a Itrnj ci:l garoe. tt-ey sat. agafl. <rd again. 

;nj agan. Pro ~ SoccEr 2 CI1'Mld on 
Re<£ye's 0C:0's!8p ths rrarirg. a1d by aI ao::o.ns 
~'s P'OOY m...dlthe sam! as Pro ~ SoccEr 
The kl\s a-€ ~ ct!I€falt f9aner's 'MIt1 (VI arbS!Jc 
t:Ierl: O"n 00sig11her 0M1), a few fTU91Hlli!UlS, 

bt cnsper-, a reN tr<ri1g mode, bA~, pre!ty 

rru:t\ tte S(rI)e, ~'s;..st erou;1l to ~ FIec£o,o:I's 
ewr-wardemg eye Icr a coo..pe ct seasms wth 

West H;:rn (because they're c*d 'Lake 0istncI', 
rrosltj, iHl Rec£ye tfi:iBs boIh !ha YeN fItm 1tEo 

tooa:rg iHl tha tooitcriJI ~ ct ~ ill 
~ucle), <n:I1hEw1 rt ge!S lW:Id WIth !ha ~ o.ndEw" 
Mto:'~~'(X 'rrost!y~, 

depa-dng 00 h:m JUI kJd\ at ~ , 

Th:t ~ wth v.Odl do::IoX:atoo IooIbaI 

\P'T1O fans ffiI<e IoWfied fA's Fta saies 0Ief !toe yea'S 

IS oornwe. \o'vtul ~ I'llIa" to rt!rnWe 
~es, they 00 tt t11tEoo:::ntaxt ct Rfa, <n:I ~ 
been dorg so sirn! '96, Th:t IIagshp mnhse is 

~ ~ m:m therl, ct<::O...rne, bA f1 

t(llTT'6 01 cortroI it piays pretty m.dl e>a::tIy tI'e 
S(rI)e, ~ IS roore arcade game 1tm srrUIOCn, 

~ tI'e spectoc:l.D' 00U'!he ~ 
!ha ('M'JIheOO kd< <MY !toe o.ri:x1o.rate deIIao:::tO'1 ~ 

is a IMY !ImEri::a1 i"l t~ cJ tha ~; I<B 
wat0::tT9 the tv'LS OC1ua1y, aI tedYlQJe. ~ r--t 
Ro:£ye's ~ R!a tast~tBSt is ~ possija rUl!he 

Ieogth cJ the fH:j 'Mltl tte keeper, haM to: a sweeI 

spoI. to.m side 00 to tte ~. iHl strl.'.:4\e .I'oro 
'Mltl a ~ std? Ca"gatljatlCflS, 

JUlVe;USt I:Jo..glt m~ pock 

.).1St I<B ~JUI'~ bo:uj1t Pto ~ Sc:>car-2, 

ttm. k tuts. tu! there's ro port ~ ~ 
wth • ~, because Konini is ~ lex the 

rnanstre<m~, Yoo txuj1t the aigIna' - maybe 

IoW even txuj1t Wi'YY1g ~ ckoct frcm ~, 

su:t1 was 'PI had::a"a IeM:u - ad )'UJ played 

eo,mgetst. Yoo tdel ~ yoo !<new, 00J0;ttt a 
m.ititap, t:wcx..glt!hem roo.rd, w:,)1!hem rco.nj , Y<:JJ 

shoM3d them v.n.; ~ was a'rrinaIlhat fNf'IY \olD, 

fMJfII Oristrnas. Fifa sdd so !.rlJeieorctJIy weI, ;rd 

)'UJ made them r:ro:nse to ~ Pro ~ a 
danl. KtnTn ~ p..wf-OOg f¥lS, begged 

)'UJ to ~: yru Payed the Vru>, the sweetest, 
srnatesl \/Jus, <rd rQN)'UJ've served \'OlM" 

f,'U'PC>Sfl. ad jOJ're dea:'j 10 IT 

TOO'S because the DJtdl ~:re aI cakJ 
~, becauseollW!(p:l (M<n:tes!..-lJmed), 

.An:lak£ia (Laic), C( because the teaTl data ....ttm 

the rtJPainted shets 1S;ust 50 last yea? Faget~, The 

~ooesnl~tobe'PJfTifn:I: twantsto 
be 6e<::tXric Ms. k IS ;ust as ~ estalXi'oed that 
thegmeral po..tic 1i:xl11<e don;Jo as d is that bg 

~ I<B fTOley. <n:I !he IJg rT01e'I CO'TIBS 

'Mltl getti1g !toe gB'lElI<I f,X.tlc 00 side ResIJt? The 
S(rI)e g<rne as last yea"". tu! 'MItl 0J00-l 00 1tEo 

SOlfldtra::!<. toIs 01 n-stCffl ~ 

~ positMJ /oo::bd( frI;m!he ~ 

p-e:ss, m m ~ ~ 1'oO'd-d-

m..dl better expalerca 1tHl2002. fuly're rootv 
tryrg. Ycu can st. beat the ~ fiejd wrth the I 
koopa', Ike. EU at least rt's tryrg 

k's aI too IttIe too late, 1:hcu;11. PES21tTashEd 
Frfa n its the fwst week ct PS2-<.rly sales, <rd ~ 

the m.itJIo:mat dD1s the fc:'>IroNlYJ 'Md srow FIta's 

~ a:ntn...w m foonats I'AlEre rt's essent.iaIv 
(curootlyll.l"Jiv.lled , rt ~ EA wi h<Ml 1000 

sane even rno:e desp€w'ale ~ to sa\I!l ITS 
tr.n::hise frool extn::1KJn. H IT canllTl<k the S<Mlg 

t<dde. the roJIe to goal is cm-forrts~lt ' 

~ .... inevitably k:6:Mt the de€n. SIJl)Ie, 

00siless rrOOeI so suxessftAy I"rpTlted by ITS 
~, 'M"t:h rooans. ill the en:J cl the day, 

Elowl, that the b:lIbaI rra1<e! wi abso::*JleIy beIalg 

to tththe next few~; the ~ path of 

IooIbaI ~ wlI Slallcr a v.He, <n:I F\'() 

E.UJti:xl So:::t::tY 2 wlI be tte last wrsior1 of !ha 

g<rne RecEye wlI blIt Irr a 1'otiIe. 

Sid< as .1 Hey, rt's no! aI bad. ~we step boc:k 

m kJd\ ill h:m the beaJtJ/Ij g<rnes cigtaI 

~ Ms e-.o::Mld, frI;m PrxIg Foorbal to 

Match Cl3y to Kid<: Off to Sa7sHe to Fifa to /SS to 

row, ~ we stand 00 <.ne 01 the rffl<s ., the Lake 

~strd <n:I chad< W !toe II:kg Vistas cJ the 

"Konami pulled puppy-dog eyes, begged you to help; you played the 
virus, and now you've served your purpose, and you're dead to if' 

rTOJth rna1<eirg ~ rUll:1j JUI­
Ccx-gatLiatlms, 'Nnte m tal Kcxuri. It fT1Itt sem 
JUI a c:o..pe cJ PES ca Sb::ke-1i. 

MeooMie, EA sees....nats~. a1d 

s!ri<es boc:k "";!h a Pm to regarl credbity, Patty 

'MItl !he SOlf1dtrock. wfrll SlbslrtlJtes tte Rctbie 

Wbns <TOIho:ms 01 old 'NiItl ~ roore 
aedbIe surds rro-n the t-wer-pOO..ced Miss 
['¥>a-rite-ee--oo, I::t'glt iQ.Tg lttlg:s tLn'ed REM­
wa-rri::>3s 1o::i!:Mtd, a1d !toe t~ b::ly catctl-aI to 

em aI catm-aIs, A.n~, M:m ~tty, 
tto:v;J1. the \P'T1O ~ IS ALL NEW, written ., 

tdd, a-d ~ rrqn as 'M3II~, "$/-IT FOIJ<S, WE'VE 

GOT A RIVAL FOR CU1l£ENCETO PRINT 

MONEY" ~ that these<1¥> tha Ws <re aI 
ataJt !}i! a-d de!oorinaIi:xl, the ALL NE'/II ~ 

cmtarn a SirrUatk:n mode, v.hch rmI<es !ha game 
roore SlbIIe - Iew€r" ('M'JIheOO locks flan tha Mfway 

m,~-a1d~rmkes2003a 

p-ogessicrl cJ foo!baI progessrn. Evoo tto:v;J1 the 
~ttIe O::::nlrnan!S are so nswstanlEi, tte WIder 

Dcttre sOOws iJsl h:m fa' we've a:ma, a-d h:m 

eoc:t1 req-.,g ~ has remed tte a1 cJ 
spOOn;j ent~;.sI a iWe tit, 

Ten yea-s ago. !toe best IoottJaI ~ was 

SoosiJIe 'Atri:JofSc:>car-. v.tt:h was ertoo~ , 

but ~ to pf'tJaI . AI-d r(N.'!Thera <re ~ a-d 
u'dG a-d Ideys a1d ja'm'ry g::as 9CO'8d off a 

m.::tfi€j(jer's a-se. <n:J lttlg:s we co.ki'l~ even ci"ean 

of beIc::nJ , AI-d 9.Xe, there Ell':! stJ 1h::>se IooIhlsome 

S'M3et spots - rn.dl t-a-OO:lofrd , but they're there 

- a-d yes. we IoncMo rt's stI rcttrg It<ethe real tIYg. 

bec.au:s(o ~s ~ to c:orrvess fNf'KY rrusde t1 

the body rnoa~, IOu! the pen is that ~'s 
cJ:.>se--. mere M. AI-d that, my fnends, IS E\d.6::;t1 

RedEye is 1I1'8tet"an videogame joumaIisr. His 
views do not necessarilyccildde with Edge 's 
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C 
rUsing cbMl !he strooIS at SlrtSet to the 
S1~ 01 Mister lVoster's 'Take These ElI't:lkm 

Wrg;', on ITI'I wajto inI\ct seMl types 01 
bahstic rna-,tlem rl my fTl3l.Ne casual Sl.lI - ~ is cIe<:f" 

Ihat!he cJecisicf1 to set IIb3 at; n!he md·'OO5 ~ 

a strt::l<e 01 ga-LtS. Ard cne ~ begrl to ~ 
>Mly so man,' g<mes <re either set n scme boJffoo­
L..p sd·fi futLnl et ~ n a cI€us!rOplUx: fal>(· 

rr«ievaism. whBIl1he t::ro<D c.:YME of hsto:y 

otf9:s so rru:h ttnt is ~ in the WiIoI of rase 

en sane. Has the \me o:::me 10" !ha ristcri::al 
1II(leogarne to emerge as a wbe Slb-gEna, \0 set 

aKngside!he hstcO::al ruM <n:J histOOcal oo.na? 
IIb3 CiryS hstord fr:Jo:WIy is rd, 01 ccuse. 

faJtJoos. fix the pupooes 01 u:sefU carJT"U"Clt.al. 

yoo <re gvoo a ~ that S€6T<S to weit;jI 
down ycu d1aracter I<r" ess tra"I a stan:\(rd 

IV~ t:ri'::k d!he p9:iOO 'MUd. A.rd >Mile I'm no 
~ Cb'ksoo-styIe <J.JtcrrolJkj b.J1'f, I suspect 

that theffl wooJd h'M:l bI.la1 SOOl03 .... to:lt feo.'oQ' 

SlNs 00 !ha reed a decade ;:nj a ha'! ago. 

~. the gane's ~ ~ S<.'.U"dIra:::k 
;:nj COSIl.J1lO3S d:') W,X'k together to <;pe ~ a dstn:t 

aeslho3tc daa::er. I'.tid1 00!t" deYEriy ~ no 
the '00:5 rostalga of the core ~y(S-<Xt 
('>JStcmer d€mf.'9'aptic, ald ~ ~ m:rn aI 
the oIher ~ 00 !he shet,e;. 

The g-ald <nlfla for htstcrical rax:o&rlJCtOO fl 
~ n:mans, 01 (':(.'U'$03 W'M1.;:nj \}Il103S 

su::h as ~ cl Hooor: AIIed AssatJt Ir<d3 m thY 
nwtoo 'reaism' (rllenns 01 hsttri:;aty ao::ua:e 

~, lJ1ifOIms am ro m) as rru:h 00 !hBi' 

ga-nepay Q.Jaitffl. At. its best - for ex<mJIe!l6ed 
Assar.Ji''s~~Ian'lg~ 

- ths ~ ca"l supass bolh ristcrical puse 

am Iln fl its vi:salraI rrrraoKJn. fl the sense ~ 
o1'ers of witnesSIrg htstcn:;aI ~s at frst htrd. ~ 

ccUd 'MlI be ~ that those who play th03s03 <p1l(lS 

h'M:l a better _ of v.mt rt rrust have 00en ~ to 

fg:t 11 the wet Ih<n ~ 0003 ~ the veter<rtS 

~. "'ThectHge.~. that sudl mass 
tragedy stu..tl no! be recU;;ed to the status of 

'errto::rtanneni:· will no! std< as Icn;:! as we S<n;tJon 

the e>dstmce of Iho.Js<njs of oIher a1'MlI1<s n 

d1famt rmda - !rem SDabs'g's ftn 'Saw-g Prrvat8 

Rya'l' (a sh:::d<f1gy tnJta' 2Q.nY1.rte sp€<:i.aj-;t'ects 

S6Q.I.lf'W fc:towed by two h:us of fuoasil:;;y bug­

ErJOO ~aityJ to !an M<:£w(n's r.::.MlI 

'Atcoarnanl' (n v.tdl the wa: is I1'lEWl.ltJ' a <X:fl'VBrier1 

dEMce to frustrate the cootrall"OO1ifil9). Ard, 01 

o::use, tn61<nT6lt dces ra prncUIe Ieanng, CT 

('lIh(r t"rO'e ~ responses la a I'o()fk 

AI the otter end 01 !he EPOCtIUTl is the 
<hstcri::al arJtu:.le to hstcry, A gane rrqrt be 001 rl 

the !oggy stroots oI19th-oent1.lY London, crty to 
teatlJ'!l daygio oo-nms that rrust be cispatched 

W'I\Il ~~. thJs ~ the restrct>::.:ns 01 
place end octdl trat rr;.p 0CIl.lati rBSl.it 11 

9OOl!lthh;l n10restrlJ end crigra'. in gams!ha! set 
!het hstcri::al re( <:Nera \Iod6" spal, ~. a 
patn.tY per'o::IlS ofI(l'l used rTle<l'iy as Wn::blv­

tmssrlg to dt!erffitlale cne iEMJ nun the next, as 
evidenced 11 Tffl8Spirt<ni2. Slffl, yoo have a 

tcmny!J$l1l '20s 0"0ca;:J0, or an oId-fasho:'::oed 

shoI(JJl n Veto: HLgos F'<Yis, bJt q.Jto ap.Tt fran 
!he rTIr\..IsNe SCI!lOCe-1ictJm eiemmts, the 

COIlSIStertly~ natlffl 01 !he shX:t~-

thaI-rTKMlS ~ tllllds to 'MlIk aJainSt aTy maj 

sense 01 penod 1Iml9:'SIOI"1. 

And ths ex<mJIe p:os Lf.I the ~ pd:.JIs<n 

WI!h a"lY mora sqJhstx:atoo trooIrrmt 01 hstcry il 

~I "'" wt'dl is that ()IJ modes of irneroctJon 
~~ae. forthern::.>st pat, stI 
~W,lenI. HO:n'k:t. [)es&T $I(ml ~ 

feLdaI Japa1- end we aI kro:';M' \hat fel.daI J~ 

Wffi <tJoJt ittIe rrae tha'l SiflUa W<Ilder'ng I 

..c:uxJ ~ eadl dtff \0 pieces IMII1Ia'ge 

sv.ads, so thlt's aI riglt 

Evoo 00v00tlJ'!l g<rnes trot <re rot p-'rTaiy 

detned by a WJIt>r1t ~ <Ye stl hea>,i;y 
depeo:jenI en tectn:'.':t::gle d cqoct iltera;OC:n -

11 other wcn:Is, gadgets. PrismtT cl \MY, .....:!1 ~s 

<mri 01 k:.m-teo:.:n. perrxl gadgets su:tl as booI­

p::lish, rnl'n'::<'s end sirW'ctS,....as a tyave attoo"()! 

to extend the possbIoos 01 ocbon rl the hstcri::.:al 

~. I'h::tl failed crty because 01 ~s 
rnyst(J"O.lS rwter'(',(l on a lo::n:us 'rW!me' 

grmld<: end Mtra!f1o'1Y ~itive ~. 
But there <re rrr.ts: rt IS dea that a garne WI!h 

~ a r...ge ;:nj satisfyi'g valeI'y of ~ as 
:::t:.nJa 01 Tme CXJLJd fliNI3( be set f1 a nattn*>to::': 

hslOO:;al P8'0d. "'The fu1her )UI go back ., hslcry. 

!ha f\!'M3f SCJrts of gadgets <re avaiaIje of !ha km 

!het wooJd J1g easli ilto the iltem:::boo terrpates 

01 a rmdem v.i3ogane. 
The froocb-n to ~ aTy km 01 gOOgeI with 

aTy !<I'd 01 €fM"':IYIlIl(l! explains "'"Y ro man,' 

g<rn8S <re set 11 a va;JU9 1u!Lm, but we ;re 

becctring sahrated il fa-niIaity WI!h the sQ·fi 

staeotypes of \}Il103S ~ as RIX1 Foctx:n W 0: the 

"Has Ule C'rJe come for the historical videogame to elTll '9 as a V1 b~ 
sulK}enre. tu set aJongside the historical novel and histoncal drama? 

to be a truer ao::o.n 01 the Gltf Wa. ~ wooJd 

~ n::t..de hoo.rs of ganetme h..dded 
WI!h yr:u CO'mrlls <gar1St a Iirl<. ~ 
ato.A S<nlsIcrms;nj ~ eOOess a.ps 01 

tea fv'd rt is presunabIy!ha essentiaIy statIC 

natln! 01 rru:h 01 !ha fig1t11g in vvwt !ha! has 

p-eymIoo gane desio;Tus from recreatJrg [. 

TIll:«! is no! rn..dl SI~ cigtal a:;t0:;;..-. to 

be till SlItflg 11 a lmrICh ;:nj list!lo"fl;j to sheIs --Utsrali.re ald fim ca"l tud ~ art::u-.:1 
the stO:ffl of chara;ters trapped 11 Sldl sttw.t.ons, 
WI!h the fig1urg rtseIf oftoo becctring Oil niOOJde. a 
me<ns 01 p..n:;tuatrg the e-roto1aI <i<r'r-a. iM'je 

YdoogmJes c:.TI"CI fnj a INlbk! ~emawe ~ 
for stJdl'~j' reconstn.ctk:n. the.- dti;e of rrWlu 

wiI ramarl ~~, The m::.>st ~ 
hstcrical rriIeu., ~ after YW'I'I os ~ 

woefU thalleYeIs of Perfoct C8tk. &dl rrOitu< .:ve 
ccmo-t:bIe <n::I predctaIje. am /aT'iIia1ty broods 
c:ooterrpt. In I1'l<Wl'I wa{$ !ha r.=t os rroe aiien Ih<n 

a ~ imagined 1u!tn!. A v.i3ogane I'Q..iv<;I€rlt cf 

Patrti< O'Blm's ristoo::al58'.lfarg 1"0'>00, 0: a 

gane d!:n:::hXI i1 the reigIous po:Ja'Oia d. t~ 
Qusades, wooJd SU13Iy be rffisr am stranger th<Y'I 

.,et ;:n::(he.- few rrEs 01 staJeis-SlOO o:::m:i':J' a1d 

laser (}JIS. K rerTlaIf'OS to be seen haw stJdl ~ 

rrf;11t wcrk. but rt IS ~ Oil ooll::>rg p-ospx:t 
For C09 sig'l of the matl'lty cf (W1 (V'!f(:m1 rro;11t be 

lis ~ to play no! crly wth its 0'Ml ristcry 

(as KojJna's W,X'k 0Ces so spoc-tao.JaM, but >Mth 

the hstcry of h..m<rity as a IMlde 

StflWlIl Prole is the author of Trigger Happy: 
The Inner Ufe of Vidoogames' (Fourth Estate). 
Email: frighapOhotm8ll.com 
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O 
am, I'm busy. AIrost ~ so. 111 

fa:t.1 iJs1 caJ'\ (M3n ti"d eny tma at al, 

SO my posobJI1 as an Edge cootrtJucr 

is ~ to haw to am S<Xn Ca11 iJst say that I 
have rf'dy ~ my &ne ct:n;; ths. a'ld that I 
WISh \'U.I al well. 

No, l'mi.JSt ~ ~ I cbl't Wifit to stop 
~.mog here. But, to be h:::oest. 1\leletl that way 
ths last m:;;(J\f1: "I'm so busy. Wnat (311 'M:e for 
the ooIum?" BuI tIHl my hHt respcn:ls: .~ 

is easy togve LP. ~ \'W haw to. let ~ bev.ta1 
\lOO tr\}J tOO the Inlt. " So, that's <M1a! I've 

deoded. abeot si\111!Y~, I'm g::>Og 
to conIhJe. wry? Wet , Ie1SJ,.ISt say I'm 

~ oostnata ~ I'd >J'Ml Lp. that w:Ud 
have I1'1Ela1I i'd rea::t1ed my ms. I rne<:rl, LIl'.I 

roN, I <Jwi¥; refused to I::t'rg my 'M)'1( to'na. 

tu roN, rot r:rly at home t:ut~, I 
C(V1'\ stop 'M1Iirg Io'.tHl sarettTg v.uiI-ffliated 

crosses my mird So, 1"3S. I wiI Cf!I"r"jCl'l, 

cbstrata as I an. 
But ths tme. sfi::e I had 00 m..dl ~ 
~ abcut what townta, I'd 1Nl to 181 yru 

abcut sanetITg carpatdy dffe!OOt: a pa-sooaI 

~ cl. what ~"s kl to MO! 11 Ja.p;yl. abcut 

my h::Jbbies I rq:>e that iOO OOn·t mird ths; 

~ 1= ITIft1! l1taBSted 11 what ~ 
my ltoJ;t1ts wtlen I <rn 00l rroaI<n;J gares. 

Asao"l ~ staternant to be h:::oest, 

rrost cl. my sa.ay ~ m aIcctd a"d 
fashicn, [:IQ<j't I b.Jy iJffl gares? or COJSe. But I 

gat IMlIlIl""(:ffl fran my ~ a"d 1rierUs 1"1 

the rrlJstly, ~. I ctrl<. so m..dl. No. 
rwty, I ctrl<. fM3lY sOgIe day, 

hthe past? Wfj , 11 my oo1y 20$, I'd ctn<a 

txJttIe ct tx:>utx.:f1 one day a"d I'd 00 the sam 
t:la rnxI. 'Mthc>Jt <01 p-c:tU'n , fuJse days I 
car1 't 00 tha:I 00 l;..st ctrl<. ta'I a. 00ttIB ct 
v.tIsky, fus is stl q..ite a (JJafl1lty. 1 may be that 

peqJIe from ~ v.on·t~. The<e 

is a big (h"Krg CUtI.6l.lI"1 Jaj:m, 1= see. Most 

cl. my closest 1rierUs a"d ~ dTk. a"d 
rt"s hJw we relax <n:J l.Il'M"'"d togettu-. 

Shx:hu 1aIglt type cl Jap(nesa sake) IS my 

mgtja' ctn< at the rT"C:fTl9'lt. Jo:)u:h.J is a-dher 
..IapTese ct'ti<; I rwty kl as ~ oIfa's a'l 

authentic Japanese 1Iao.\::u, Ifs made cl rice ard 

vileat. a"d has a \IfJfY de<v" taste. Yoo can ctrl<. 

• rl vanous ways, txJt the best p<r1ls tt has no 
ef'ect 00 \'U.I the day alter. E;m af:ff ct'O<.rg 
m::te tI1a'I cne bottle 01 ~ 1'\0(1 hOO EIbsolAety no 
eI'acI the ~ day. n IS !rUt a fnerdy!We oi 

aIc:ctd. Slit as pecpe wI tell 'lW, even ~ 
aIco'"d can be a p:::1SOI1 ~ \'U.I ctn< 100 rro:.::h of 
~, an:! b' that rsascn I try to keep my inIi»Ie at a -=--

Ttae ;:re t'M) typeS 01 ab:Ih:lIl don't r<4I 
i<e Frs!, beer. I ca"l <.iTi< n, erd I thrl<; I h·ts 

!aSla. bJt crly the frst bottle. I canl believe ~ 
I'>tffll see pe<.)pIe ned<. t:dtle alter bottle, <rd 

for that reason I <Iwa-;s r'I.lfUsa to go to bear 

g<rdens or beer hats . 

The SOCOldtwelS~ . 1 kn:Mrrt's~e 

tasty,:n:;ll do Iike~, txJt I'm IMY ~ 
to •. TIhUl I've beoo carpelely chnI<; WI1h 

abs<:.:t.rtely r() recall oIlhe~. erd !'MOO rt 
WfJS because ct Wfi€I. I (b1;; tt, but crly t1 

rro:x:larnOCn CtI , a"d l is \IfJfY e;.-.pensMl, too. 
vkIch makes !hOgs worse: d yoJ m<Nl me ctn< 
rooIy ~ .....-..a ~ wiI be poI1tiass, tJec<ula 

Illhe f'"UT"Ir"Od I v.on't 1Q"Tl8IT"Oer, My body has 

ro~noods. 

Ha...-.g said ht, tl"w:lu!1l. ~pas.sO:1 cl 

~ a b:;aI b«rd raned Corrrne des 
Ga"cctls, tu I rooIsed I fat s:nrga: fa" Gu::d. I 

I300eYe me, tt is a reai pIeast.m to ~)O.I' 

per'ect stYoe - bJ! the best P<Y1 is !ha! IIXlI criy 

h.nd the perIilct slit, tu! also the poo;cr1 v.+-o 
WfJS rl dBge ct fntng me \t'e ~ suI.­
my M...-e wife We met n that stq:l erd 

mtm9d rd O"'g afler.v.rds. 

~.I ern'l crl;wea tnn'Js. I aIsoi<e 
dd cbItes. TOOy're endess. I tNe the tact that 

\'U.I ~ ~ i<J3 \1eaSI.ro. rsgadess of 
its age. I ~ love J9!n>. That beg<vl 
wtlen ! l:>co"I1I sane w.; 201 S. t6"l yea-s ago 1"1 

a. VI1ta;:Je clothes s'"q:l . 1"1 sa-", jQU Iran my 

Cetaled stcries ~ my Wlta;:Je je<ni. t.>Jt I 

have a special SO!.M3rli" 'a' fM3lY par I'"" 
to..glt . ~ thEJ'n th€ffl is a. pai" (j w.; 501 s 

XX (war m::xleI) I'.hdl has a. special pa:;e 11 my 
heat, N"d my pocket. too~1= =..id <Wrosl 

b.Jy a smII la 'Mtt1 the scme rooney, ~, I 

00n'i r:rl-y have ~ ones - I also haIIe 

sta"OO-d pairs, 11 aI sots cl. ahn;, In tolal. I 

have a'CUld 50 <n:J I r:rl-y wea- /M! (j them , 

I have one more fashicn \lice ~ SIMJr 

~. tt"s ~e a stn::o;l h:lbby, 1\laIl. I 

"In my early 2Os, I'd drink a botUe of bourbon one day and I'd do the same 
the next. These days I can1 do that so I just drink haW a botUe of whisky" 

rrToe IS Iastm. a"d I rooIy bYe G.ro at the 

m:::ment bul4 IS Q.IIe ~ so I can"! aIfo-d 
to b.Jy' \IfJfY too oItan. 'NrIy 00 I IN;o It 00 m..dl? 

SorrPe. 8ecau;e t"scOO. CtI. <n:J I reaty adTIm 

the b<rd's curant creatMldiroct(>'. Tem Ford 

G.ro used 10 be a'l cutclated b<rd. t.>Jt WlIt1 
Tem Fad.~"s 1o.nd all!Ml smse, a reN sljo'ie , 

HeisQ.Jtea~, 

Q1a cl my l<M:ulta Go:x:i pOO..cts IS the 

stYt.1 reaty I!!COOTTU'd <01 ct 1= v.to h<Mlfl't 

yet tried one to cb ~ . No, I OO1't have iJffl stl<ves 

11 the~, ard (otM:.lJsI0l 001'1 1'oU\(!or 

them. t.>Jt that's what I leIt v.ta11 ~ my ~ 

GJ::d stYt on: "Ths is hJw my bod;' stv..tJ 
Ied< . I t::EoiEM! the sh1s sh:m on the best cl 

me, a"rd I love ths b<rd !or tha.t. III>::lst ct my 

suts are Gucd. too. <ittoo...gl G.ro dd 00l 

make me ~ the va.l.oa cl b<a"Os. Lhtj I fall 

fi bYe wItl Guxi's tvJse stYoe I wa;; areooy 

i<e rrost (j the 00nis. t.>Jt ~ Gat« cl 
1<a"r'I1o.A, bmerIy ~ lJ<e je<ns, 

my larget tTa1<:BIlS 'MOO. fro:n the smalest 

cbresoc IY<rds to the bi;1;Jest rnassrra1<et 
t1€mS. My coIectO:'I's too big 10 COU11, emit 
Il""(:ffl thal a h.r'o'.i'ed serxrate paces, 'MUll 

Wi!:3 yoo,ngef I used 10 have nec!<Jaces, bo.A rt::>N 

I r:rl-ywea- rrgsa"d tracelets. a"ldl 001'1 'Nf'a 

100 fl'l.nJ' clthEJ'n,~. my wedci-lg ~ 
is from OTcm3Hea"1s, 

fuJse accesscries are so IflJ01flo'11 to me 
sorrn !hey <kNI several \I9t'Slns 01 me to make 
a'l appearGr03. I ttn< ~ is iTp:::tl<t1t !or creatw 
~to ~ tt-.et (;(ha-nterests .~, 

next rl'lCO'lIt1 11 be bEd< 10 ta'krg abcut 

v.doog<rnes! See yoo! 

Toshihiro Nagoshi is president of A'I1uSEll7leflt 

Viskln. formerty Saga subsidiaty Soft R&O 114 
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H 
fJ-{ there. Ths IS lJ.4)n .<c:jirrla Irt::m the 

rfi!'Mj rawnad 'FaTltruWiNe D\ID', 

bma1y 'G.nle WiNe CND', I'Ye;..ost sat 
(bM1 [Yj(j read the ~ issu:l 01 ~ 

Famtsu' I ri:;r1 't kr(:Mt ~ '1oJ'm t~ WI1h 

'FarritSIJ" It is the t::qjesl ~tad 

pilII:.alOl ~ in~. Nem, W 01 aI 01 

itll fTHl'I P<9lS. let me, the rooGI ~ pert 

ci\he ~ies aI the begmrg. am rt's the 
'So::q:J' socOOn As acae reaU 0I'~ 
FaTllsu' - JU.I rTl\i1t I'<M:! rctr:;OO my 00V0brn 

to g<meS, an:! 'Famtsu' raadEt'sae dtMJIed. CO' 

the 'hiwtlcore' -I ~ read these P<Q3S first, 

001 Galle<m 00Cut ttv"g$ long t:>eIo"e they ae 
re4€lased . Th:l1 t:eaJliIU !:>end 01100. 

sc:rnenstOIS. iUstratr:;os . <i1 , that IS the VBf',' 

essen;e oI..Iapa'Jese ~ rna:;;aznlS . 

Ard these days. 01 co.rse, I ffP; prod.<;::rg the 

magazi1e <E WBI as re<dng ~. 

~, tha.:rtO::ia tlthe ~1SSUe 

IIlaII roott wanted 10 mOO Iirsl was, 
~, i'1 the 5c<.:q:> sect .... :n 11 was a 
pe!OOU1 Merroid FuskJn, trn Gam Boy 

Mot<rce CCfltnJa\lco of the Mefrorlsa-es, 

schecUed fa" a F~ 2C03 reIeage i'1 J<l!:m, 
~ dcr1'1 knlw wtr.j ~ has bea'l reIooxd CM3f'.leaS 

frst; 1IlaI's ps! rem il is,) I knlw ths may ~ 
'IU-I, but I wasnl rl1ere&ed i'1the GameO,.t::.e 

~,Mefrorl Ptme, W the hn:hekJ I«Stn! 
at caxse, there Wf'W ItTee pages ibouIthe 

~~episode!OO, tut my 
heat ;:nj my rri"d were entJr8Iy foo..tssd U1the 

naltxallolaw-w to the ~ FaTllX.:tTl edt>Jn. 
Fm, 1'1 rn(jr,\lco wta! I'm expecIr"g m:m 

tdh Merroid t1les. On Ga-neC),OO, Melrod 

Ame is a 3D oc1m shJo!r,g gane - 65S61IJaI\I 
a Iirstperscfl st'oot".- On the Game Boy, A'sa 

ver\I::aI <n:I to\Zcfltal =ckg 2D ocboo 

Tootrg gane >Mth a kJ( of ~ ()"l 

~ <n:I ciso::M'lrYg new abibes-

'If!A'I athodox, 'If!A'I reoo, 

The deYekJper oo--.r--d the Gi'ffl:Obe 
versiorJ is aJ Amtri:.:al <XI'Jl)a!ly aJIed Aetro 
St!.d:':.6, v.mse ~ pOOIerns 'IU-I may 
Mw h!m:J Bbo.A 0 LO:lefst<n:J that there was a 
k;){ 01 ~ Ircrn Nilteroo d Japal. tut ~ is a 
~rnr~ti1le),TheGame 

Bay Mot<rce ~ was h<n:Ied by Niltao:b 

itself. fi K;cto. <YId it 's .....:rt/1 stressr"'g that the 

~ i1 ~ge 01 that VBfSIOI1IS COl Mr 

~o Yosho. He's the mal ~ 

~ b. <m:n;J ~ ttrgs. MeItOIdoo 

the F(VTiccm's ask Sysurn (oo....tdl re 'MJI<.ed 

WI1h the late, \1OOt ~ Yd<c;i ,;ok() 

~ the ~ G.:rne Boy, RcOOb::: 

~ EW:fy. VrtuaI Bay am I"TI<flY 00l3f 
~llons at Nntendo), Yes: the rna1 wtQ ills 

ri(t( allte crigin ct Metrdd has re\tn'€(j to 

03flSlffl the Q.JaMy 01 the ~ • ....tld1 makes me 

€I'Ml rrom antqJanI. Lod<n;J at MeUoid en the 

GaneO.tJe, 11tTI<: the df'etl:n;e is de<r" ThE1y'm 

l'M:J ciff€<l:nt Q(fflOO. MO parspeo:::tr..e Cf) the 

sane Sl.tljoct, afned at M'OdtIaoot rna1<ets: 

~"""-
fus may so..rd a ittle 100 rru::h ike a 

sI<eM3d krd 01 perSOlill qjnt:fl. bull wft ttlrl<; 

the ~ VBfSIOI1 01 Metrod IMlI seI very 

~-sK::I<ress aspect: the gone ~ to 

pn:M:Ke a ~ raoc:b:rI ifl fT'>.TIi ~ 

ganers. I haw tmd pia;.tlg rT\ffli 1lstperSCt1 

stootefS md. to be tuoest, I fJiwr¥, experiEn;e 

"" .... 'Oft 01 rm!m 00<ness myself. So, desple 

tryog to get no it, am of co.rse "lpredab''Ig that 

~ tmgs PI to rTal'{~. e<rrd SJI that I 
rooIY ike the gone. 
~, Me/roid Fusirn is ClJTl.lIetely 

I:fffermt. VItm the ~~ -FEffitsu' 

reader IS asked "\M1at ganes (id ;ou pay as a 

d'Id?" or "Mlat !Pl1OO (id ;ou wm l.Jl .... '!\t'?" 

thm Metroid is an otMcus ansv.er am a pcM«fU 

n1\.Ience, Metrod's sux:ess'" Japal isfl't 

(iepeo:jer1: J..GI Cfl that, but alSO on natLrni 
e;.;pectatJ.:n; !hat peope have <t:oJt the idea 

of a \ffilKJf1 01 the old garJe. n-ose expectatUls 

a-e based Ct1 \hec:te!icaI pr'rq:Es, su:h as 
"m oc.adeo'nIc a:::tiJf1 gane::Jr "a rtllll1'1 to 

gama. mark a n •• gaming .,., 

walll ~. ~ 'IU-I ttrk ths WII t'e.oe (W1 

~ ()"l sales 01 the GBA \Q'SOOIl, but I'd like to 

meal my fX'!MOJS poot: the dffemnce betweer1 

the rrQ1<ets i'1 J<l!:m md ~ 

Filhe I)'lMOlJS issUe of Edge, I 'M'DIa 1I:Jout 

MKrosdI's Xbox ccn:de <n:I, ~ other 

~ fLn,";:nj thBy'ra rnaglfied by the ~ 

01 pecpe Ii<a Ire , v.OO e-p,oed the gane!l'la'li 

.,.ears ag:!U1 the Farricom ask System, We're 
adJts ruN - an emi'8 gooaralxxl v.OO gew up 

>Mth &J;ia" MiriJ BIoI; - and we t'e.oe rea 
mern::.:ties and real h:.pes 

Off the fac~ily wori<s, not just in flnking the GBA and GameCube but 
also in linking the US and Japan, Metroid could be a worldwide hrt" 

ttT-ogs, lIS o.n:ispJ!ed Iaa(I)g title, the a:::tiJf1 
sh::lo!er Ha:J, fus gane 00 so weI ~, 

I::ut by that I mean Cl'.'efSeaS, essmt...,., beca..tse 

~ 00 so IDle 0Jet here i'1 J<l!:m or o:;use, ~ is a 

~ gana, ro 00bt abou! ~, tt tnu;t1t In<:­
up gar.-g to the ccnsoIe m<VI<et, the scrt of 

ttrg that ~ CtakeandDxm 
~, the fi's\per'sc(l stoat".- h.<rd:x:m, had 

&earOO of fa" yeas. Ttey were rrrnl than 

sa1isIied - tut there <fflrl'1 ".....-,y d !hose scrt 
01 ~ 11 ~ and that's ,.w (fil rB<Em 

wtr.j the gane W<lS<l't velY pq::>..Q-. Dxm, 

Q.aka, Halo: the rrstperson sh::lo!ersirTVY isn't 

exatJrg to the Jap.<n!se. You ~ kruw 

ths aflOOy - r, pre,h.ts generalKns of 

ll;ntwire, a ...mety of t:h:.>se acto:::., stwx>tI'g 

ga-nes cane frcm PC to Fb,$tatJon md d 

ca.r.;e the Satll1'1, bu had .-t:>sd1t~ no irrpa:;;t 

r, J<l!:m. Why was ttis? P.:rt~ beca..tse d the 

Fi the NoiarrtJar issue of ~ FariIsu', ~ 

was ~ that the Ga-neC),OO's MeIrdd Prme 

<n:I the Game Boy Mot<rce's Merroid FuskxJ WII 

Ieattra sum !<n:J of s;mrgy LH>g the GBA In<: 

~ ~ a::mects the tv.opieces of~. 

~ IhB ~ sux.:eeds, rot i.6! tl irW"g 
the GBA and GmleOiJe VOOiIOnS tut also 11 
rnaI<;f-g the In<: be:weffi tte widEly dfI€fi'(l\ 

US md ~ gana rTl<Yi<e!s, then MefJrxj 

ca.tJ bea::ma the 'MXtlMde 00d0tus\".- that 

tt rrO;;t1t weI deserve to be f1ag(Ydass 01 

v.toeiha" jUJ Ii<a CO" hote ootu: type of gotne, ~ 

krl;s I<e both wI pLMOO I'ktat Meuoid's ~ 

exceIed at: fLn. So I'm off!o t.uv soma 

macicatm ~t rTlOtI:Il si:":i<ness, and 
COJlI!ha 00ys 1XI\j Rb1n).1 

~ Kqi"nais tteassistalt chef edi\CO" oI'FIWMSU 

W<Ne IJIID', rat of the Fanrtsu ~ rntfdio 
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Risky business 
Take a chance if you want the ... eturns 

"I n a market that has become prosaic wrth character 
d8j)efldent games and sequels. ProductoOrl StudIO 4 would 

like 10 take this OppOrt",mty to ill'\flO\)fl(;O five new and eXCI!ing 

games lor the GameCube." And !Xl Capcom. El company ofte<1 
derided for producing successi...e release schedules 
dClrTWlated by sequels. has deeIanld its intentIOn to riSk its 

reputation and comrne<eial position on a serieII 01 unlested 
franchises. Granted. BiohslaId 4 is ,ockJded ,n!tle company'! 

8I1rlOUt'lOe<T1efll. but Deed Phoenix, KdJer 7. P.N,DJ. and 

V~ Joe!see E118), are all whoIy Ofi9inaJ propertieS. 

Thos model, 01 reonvesmg the profItS geoeoatec:I by PQPUIar 

franchises .., the development 01 MW titIIIs \hat dare 10 take 

creaIJIIe risks II'Ilhe hope 01 creat~ Iu1her JX)PUIar 
~ is .. reIy an OI:MOuSQne. Yet it would _ thaI 

~ in! f..- too few pubIshers - 0MtainIy In ItW well - wiIing 
to !aI<e any SU'I 01 CIUiIlive list; 11'1 the co..reot COI'M'IItiII 

cImaIe. charactensed as It'$ by interrse cornpeIIbOIl On a 
~ vosit to Japiwl. a pnIS8ntation by CESA ~ IhIIt the 

nPlg ootts 01 ~ deve/oprTlIIrlt_ fora'Ig ~ 

~.Iike tne;r wesIem ~ to ~ r«ad 
soccess 111 other territories. 

Nevettheless, tt'IIS year'5 Tokyo Ga-ne snow!l'lOwed a 
refresrlong determination on the pa-t 01 ~ developers 

to controol di1'Iicutt !T\ar'keI: conditJQn$ by e>.ptII'1ITleI1long with 

new odoas. Unhke their western counterparts, who have 

~ 10 a difficult m/rtet by eI1trenc1'l<ner11 and 
conservattsm, Japanese developers continue to inve5! in 

new fP that may yet pltWe to be the l.tebkxld of the ""<IuSI.,.., 

the MurlI. Capcom's decISion to bOmbard the o.n.cube 
wiItl totaJo,o .-- tit1es 1$ a case ,n PQI/lI Ifs s10ghrty ironIC 1Nl! 

the westMl p.bIisheI'!hat comes closesf to this leinvestmenl 
DuS~ model IS It1e ott-.de<1ded EiectronK: Ms - It'ough ~'s 
a ~!he ~'B willlI'lg!"IeS5:o c:MI@ __ frInc:hIMS 

,sn't always matched by ~ excel\efl<:;e. 

Sequels ana locencee ani 001 per se. a cnppkng pn:IbIem 

lor the ~-<deQgame ,ndustry - StItnob< Wld Metroid Prime (bott1 

reYie'We<;lln S ;$SUe1 S/'lQu1d be enougt. to prove thaI. But~· 
relIanCe co existing propenOl!S at the expanse cA crealng __ 

ones 'B. More Pl'bItshe-s <leed 10 foIow Capconfs 8drnarabIP 

example, Ialurg ShQ"I·terM nsl<s!O fur,d!he Iong-tIml 

growtn 01 tt>e moo,,,m 3r.J .... 'Ih '1. lhe compa'Ty's proI~s 
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Legend of Zeda: llle Wir:1d ,Wakff 
, ' 

It's the most anticipated (and controversial) Nintendo game for ~ 
years, but will mainstream garners accept Miyamoto-san's hard eel? • 

, ' 

.. nI...., had • lranslal(O' to ~ guMtS 
lI'WOugI'IlI'>I more .iCQ' ....... _ """"*lIS • 
...0 ......... tnaI.oo _ ... Ot' '/fJAJ lI'WOugI'I. 
E. 1II'OUIdn' ~ It , no! _. bocauw 

\'OU.~ De missing out "" • IIOty NI'I1_ 
prom_ wiI ~ """"lite(! WJtn 10I'I'II dotIic..::y 

032 

ISIheSElEl!lOl'1lObe~ "JfgoO"1 

~')O..I d poefeo: ~ Ihe 

~~ Cf'eSt-tl8Mlrlg kro 
the n1Istry's boggast p!..t.W-.s brWlgI PfI 
events Ihd<. am /as! Mcro9ofr s >:ho>c lDI! . 

a ~ apMmenI 0"'l1he ba"M. 01 Ire 

~ Med Wtttl rew~ -~ fI"sI. 
foIowed try SOrrt s typocatv brast> 0<Istl In 

London Bridge. tad to ceIet:lrIIII3m UK PS2 
sales. But ~ was Nr'flI"ldo'S t.nOer'Staled 

PiWTV \ a smaI YInJ8 1'1 Shephen: ad1 

IhaI e. was rwIIv en.-. "9---­
e!W\' entrants WOIJd be gI' !Cl It <;I ~ 

dlar'a! la ~ on ZEIda. 

TlYee hcus cl play lat"... am E~. 18eIs 

qual ified to gve an iotial, CI.I"SO!Y mpressoon 
of Na.:s CeHltaJed wonder, It IS I.Jstl That 

...... 1 beenoo;;tlla most. am WIyIrwlg past 
tt'is 0QIlI1S potEllIJ8I spoIe' mate'IaI. so 

,r;tTIf/IOf!l1hal a wanng beIore ~ read 01'1 

e. s expenmce begi:rl '" a CIu'gIlCo. 
Escaping eppea'S to be a I\..((lI'Q In Li'lks 

baSiC !1'IOY9S -~ (push ag<WlSt a 

~aoel. ~ IP"ess A I'.1len yoo.J gel nea­
a ledgel. S'"~h (tide TISide a b<rTeI am 
sr&Ik past guWs). am curbat (pOI \4l a 
std<. am ..68 A to 1'1\ and B 10 thwJl 

NotQ1g a stm ledge \0 edge alOng I8ad:s l.i'lk 

1<. his fwst SWCWCI; a CUI -scene Ictows, am 

!ha tny actveotUfer frds I'WnsEII1 casl11l0 the 
oc:ean by Cl QICII11 tw'd, I1\Ilt next to an_'Id 
am a taIkng ooa! \'h;111.:d<s a sal. 

So DegonS the first, SlllJI9. ta!Ik - 10 tiJc 
me boat A. ~ Eskino t'0S a sail he"' 981 
for eo 1\¥l88S. IW1d Edge 'MUd hiNe 
~ tt'isQUftSl WIth s-WI~, tu:­
'MtIloJI SOI.I'"dong {)8I1lCUatfy bitter aI:x::u: this 

- a lack ci prudeoce from M'JI:her ~ 
led to Link takJ"og on the persorl!I 01 a ten­
year-c*:l gII'llbling adcict, 51d biowng aI hIS 
cash on repeeded ganes oI·Ban~· 'Mth 
a doCgf merd"Iant. Stj:. thiri. gocxt"aIs for 

~.51d~o..msUcA 

fiw..n.4;Iee cons; 9OOIl1toB sail was 
I9a1.tactoed. I"lE8tly rsIands _ ....ctWl reach. 

md the ntl/ll ~ty axpiodod. 

, , 
, 

• a. 
, , 

~ I' 
" " , 

S9ve'aI hoo..rs r11ie the hook-shot (....tiI 

anamss to rterns It\ill ~ whwl you pcj 
aI theml ;nj 1hEIIXIOIllEila '9 (!"OH "SI,..peI". 

po::w.vlj" ,nj appaertIy aI::t3 to atUd<. 
~enemes,1t1Olql Edge ~ 
~ nl. Another IC1)' rnakI""'9 ~seIf 
"aYaiI<tlIe oootr on Is the leaf. Used on the 
\10lJ"lC1 l.ri; bellS ~ lok& a fai1. wtw:::h send! 

blast of wri:l abOuIlOO metres'" tron! 01 t 

;nj CM be U99d to tut et"EITies Of" 

~o objects. Used ., tile 81". he tdt 
<UM! tas head like a pa-adIJIe. ~ I 
10 gkIe gEnty ~ disIa"A pDIforms. 
Edge IOSted 11111_ ., a pi<sHhemed 

locale. wtw:::h also <*;)wed for rru::h g-ass 
sIashJ1g and some e~celent Z·1ad<; (now I 
leek) 00Il"tlaI WIth a V>Yioty 01 ~. 

Problems? l.ri;'s &'Iaklg...Ie CO""ltrol 
~ to be sto;IltIy t'Mldly' - • appe<IJI 

be nne SiOIlSItI.1lIhar1 M<nl"s. for IIX(lfTlJ 
:n:l rTl<SlCII3O.MIl on 90tTlII of the ty"e" 
patlorms. .......... a long I.:i"op teavBS you w 
so rru;:h ll10fe to bse. was a ittIe tllmlyr"l/ 



of the rntry rr.ec:Iwlisms Md reslWt 

seem ""'Ite brutal, partic:Uafty in the 
seclal Edge pIa').«I- get caught by the 

and l.xlK d08Sn"t ~ 11 dl8nce to 

..... l have poObIams, as the QM'IeS 

i'<"'''' haaVllytext·ba:s8d, rru::h rn::::r9 ... -... 
But the rr.l pU.lI8m that Edge an sea 

g!nlfi!I PJ,.tjc p8I01!PlO'l oIltoe bIJ 
who t\:M18 ~ _ of tte 
~ vaoaIs and maMty ...... 

:roI as he IS to look Ill, the rn::::r9 the 

'MJre 0"1 the rT'IO!ll ~ walled 

by to the ~ and M6dtIJ 01 Hooor 
pods. They SI:Iy rt EII"1ClU\11 people 

at t let akln8 gal involved. 8vt 
~....tIat? Thats theif w. 

CoI1If01 iI .....-.Iw 10 IM ~ ~lJOn$, WJln acllO<'4 auigned 10 11" 1_ DoJttOOl. rod l 
iUblll1ut'no;J"" tM Z·k>d<. The C-stick comroIs links wand, _ can manipMt' tne Wf\II 

_,a.moc.... 
FWiit.. N_ 

-~.-

-.., .. 1112 1 111 
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Biohazard4 
Amidst lightgun spin-ofts, on line versions and redesigned classics for new platforms, 
Shinji Mil<aml finally returns with another true - and truly exciting - Biohazard sequel 

BioNzMtI ... Ihe 1Iq! In Ihe .... 10 00 !or • frM __ 1ySttm. 

PrtdIe~ IiTIlI ~ has -. ...- In a.tIoIlln IfIe!, 
1N~lookfl'lCft.~_WtvoMngt'*' __ . 
El'WIronmem dftign ~ to mbllhfI QOI!IIc _ Ihe ItarIc 
POfI·indl>ltr\ll, ~"~.ned coat .. very '1n' 1igIIt now 

03' ..... 

'- """""" --­""-~ 
--- COVr>; Japoo 

'~.2IXl 

LG 
n a ~ style bEIIXning 

C typical d QIpcom. !ha 

- ch::Ige to rweaI ItS ~ bthooo,. IQ 

GameO.t:le lttle6 no! 81 some (i,t hole! 

curlemnce ~ I'luI at V8IIlmI. !he hor.est 

ctb 1"1 ToI¥:o"s docacI8'1C Roppong cistric:t. 
I-'ere. srw-. M1«m. ~ the altitude al 

hs dep<wtment, pV! en a Wfl£k't presa1tat.on 
oi ...nat wiI ~ or<:NO a i<8'f G<roeO.t:>e 
rOOase, Boh8zaro 4 _ Having areacty 

Ifl"IP-essed GC owners WTlh BIohBz8id 0, he 
had tne crowd I'l r.s toald. oespta actuaIy 

reveaIilg verv II\ie abotJI \t'e game 
The rna,::r I9YI3IallCn was tnat. tor !he fitl>t 

tme. a BtohtJzard trtWI WOUld be fo..Iy3O 

(Code -~ SUI ofI8'8d preset ca-narasl. 
WtoIe the eiWIy IocaOOns ~ !Id noI qu'.II 

malmlt1e ~ detail oi prevous 0UIIrlgs. it! 
CII'w "-'O<.ilrflI-Silfl • gtWlQ for !he r'd'ness ar'( 

beauty ~'d USI...0Iy assooate.wh ~ed 
~. ustIg the Gel rfNI power to 

~te to 3D. Th$ $hO!Jd mean a i"J'O..d1 mol' 

IIexbIa camera system. W!t1 players atlkIto 
cmtrol this aspect I~, "'l'IS WOlAd 

requm a ret!lri: to the wrd& &::t!azard 
g<:wne-Sl')'ie' Ufl!~ row, the _ has rehed or 
ots use 01 horror rwn IrogIes to creatEI tensvn. 

It mo;t1! ~ mea"1. at 1asI. a ctWgB 10 It1e 
'~' CO'11IOI sysIWIl. 

Atr~ game press iJ"d oncl&stry 

I'lsders alSO o:bcoIIMId that the game 

teat-SllS Lao-1 S KemeI;ty fro:Tl Bidlazard 2. 
now io::xJI<slg CidEw" Wld, 01 oo..rse, mo<e 

intricat~ modoIed. Hois matunty I'6fIects the 

anlWl:::e 01 the gatnlI . &oh8zsrri seems 10 

be ITlOVIf'/ij away Ifo:1l rts splatlEl( fid< roots 

Indeed. there wertI f'I.Il1OU"S that "" kairi·sa-o 
and hs teem woJd be ntrOO.r:lng a 

firstparson st'o:lOr'I;I rrode. dOnQ ~ 'Mtn 

the vagInIS ci tl.~1OO I a.TW1Q_ AA 

ntf.J'llSlrog prospect. 
BicX1azJJtd 4 has noIl'"ed the smoothast ( 

oouteslOd8Yelop'nen1, It _orignaIy~ 

desiglocIl:¥ KaTrya HicIaki a'ld was set 10 

~ ~ on El boiII. but then HicIaki-sa'lielt 

in liMJIJ 01 DeYi MayCiy, NcMt Sato Hifosh 

is drectong, woln Mi0Tli-san flifiIlong a 
management rde It's EI(l ~ totIB - for 
GC, stI struggling to make a derot 011 the 

monopoly arf,?,«Il:¥ PS2 end tharelor8 

laIng to attract bog-lWI'IIll4lPCirt, and b 
Capcom. keWI to Naep &oh8za'd 81: the 

forefi"o::rlI of a 0i"00¥0Id QIn'8_ No 0IlEI has 

~locreatesuch8~ 

SOBI'"HD. thoo.r,1l. end W'II'I L.aon penetra:iIlQ 

riglIlO Ih9 h8ar1 of l...n'otonIt.a iolhos acMnIlI'i 
Capoo::m doesn '\ '18\Ie rn..och la W , 
lkWke the rest of \-'S pt8yJ'O the goo-.es. 



-~ __ PtbIi:5Oor-~ 

~:n.oou.o 

D"gor"~ 
_.~2OCI3 

The director of Code: Veronica returns, wielding not a survival horror sequel, but a 
strange Panzer Dragoon-style shooter. What are they putting in the water at Capcom? 

@] 
OlbUess, the most irT1x>rtant 

[D p-qect to be revealed at Cap:::om's 

rocent GameC!.tJe shodg was 

80Ilazard 4 . Ard I'oit!l such a ~ 
vdeDg<wnIl hJ99ng the copious dIn'.':El IIo:'.'><'.Y 

of Ve/farre. tts no 'Mlr1derthat the latest war\( 

by H;rostl Kala - the director 01 Code: 

\I8<trlca - shc;Ud be 0\IIlf'0:lk00 by ffi!VlY­
That and the tact that Dood Pf10enIx IS stiI 
'MY earty if] devebpnoot. 

EV€t1 wtll sudl a basic visual demo, 

there W8te delini19 SIgflS 01 SCO"fleIhng 

l11erest'flg here, ~ only because Kato-san 

maoa sudl a spactoo..l<:w" ard ~ 
tunorous prosoota!ior1. The most 
COIlVE'rlient descnptjC() that most anendees 

W8te able 10 (01)(j up wit ... /of the game 

was Panzrx Dragoon Zwa meets Shin 
Saf/goKtnlUSOU 2 (Dj.rnsly WarOOrs 3). Md 
that's an oc:o..rme Sl.ITJTIa'Y. 

The lead d"laracter- IS one of the ast of a 
race of bi«tnen, hJlted to near extlI1ClIoo by 

a determined enemy. To save lis people from 

era::icatoo, the ~ hero has to engage in 

"orjll combat against a massM! am,'. The 

control system aIows totaly free ~ 
Jl'lOYB((l801\ "'thin a 30 €fM't:('W1)€f1\, <iIhough 

some Slages are limited to loon a Panzer 
Dmgoon-sty1e path Anadled to lis light hand 

the dlaractBf has a large glI'l. \Ih:;Il is 

~ oIlirYlg vIDous prciectje types 

There's ~ a ct.cw-ge featLre , v..t.ch aIows 
you \0 build up energy and le! loose a 

devastating i:Jtast in the lerm of a fiery cragon. 
The [¥lasly Wamo'S eiement can be 

b.I1d in the aHlOO bi«tnen who figlt 

aIoogside yoIJ. These can ba caIad to ~ 
oot....oon you're being out-g..nned, or 

~ to loon stral!lg1C. squad-based 

attacks. In the derro, these extra sct10lrs 
_ ru-ning along the !;1'OlX)d beneath. but J1 

!ha fi"O:shed g;vna They shco1d jcWl YOO "' the 
aI as WIll, rnaktlg fey some cramatic ttvoo· 

-""""". 
Onentty. ittle else is k1looM1 about tte 

prr:;acl It's ~ a radical nfffl dirocto(X1 IO' 

Kato-san. and fey the Capcom Voewing pLtJIc. 
The title o;tew kttle attentlcfi at !he eveI1t. 
ttoougl- as menhoned - the earty cIem;:l (jd 

the ~ ittle justk;e, The ~s MI rood 

to be spnx:ed up but the idea of mass 3D 

conflict is ~ intriguing Ctle At !he same Ii"rl(l, 

!he image of tuldrods 01 tJjro:tl'lfxl ong<ged 

J1 mid·" combat rooTded Edge 

01 Bria"l Bessad ard ns hawkrner1 in 1IMW 
Hodges' 1980 W(Sjon of 'Aastl Gordm'. 

It is ~. however, that ttis IS where 
Kato-san took ns i"lspifatlcfi 

T""",-bas&d Night combat ~ an In_ling h)'brld, and from IhfI Ooks 01 Dead PfooenjJc ­

especially IhfI !otmation!'!yiog 00 the len - rt has I>Ieot\l 01 J)Oteobal. The 'Fi<e' IIIWII" In 
IhfI bottom left oIlhf1 $Cl-' can be J>OWIQd up 1IY<>.>gh lhflgamoo and usad to unleash 
.. r"MMf>.oel)' powe<!ut blast. Judgng ~ some 0I1hfI giant enemies (abo.e). you'n r>eed ~ 
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~1e-7 
Capcom's teenage infatuation with eel-shading is spreading to its 
third party developers if this stylish assassination horror is anything to go by 

~ one et the M ~ pre9EIOI at 
Capcom's Tokyo G<.rneQ.bo awn! 

was a thirdpa'ty propact. It eIso 

"'''''''''''10 be the most oIJscuol:I <rd 

f1ifJ 01 Capcom exocs With oI1beat tltle6 
s..d'l as ~I S)oOO'ooJe, SM!r /JeIIa 

Hana To Tao>o To AAle To. so prOO..ar 

s...m Goich ;n;I his taam wero """"ad IQ 

Il a bIiII tor !ha p.J)ksto-, 

SeenWV1 not terrptoo to waIEr do.?M'l 
rather ~ g!mI! de:sqlllisltn !of troe 

rnanstreal1 , Grasshopper came up WIth 

7, a 'iPY a.cut shoot 'am up SlafITog a 
. but ()&a(ty assassi1 ncrned Ha-rnwl 

ST11to win seven parsoni!Iilles ird hit s.....:m 
Ku'lla'l. sorre I<nI 01 behrld-U. 

~ p::!'M3I' broker. The 

-'-I _ ,.. <Ml • .-.game inllUC» ;,,1O hIgh-er<I 

....... tenfIoty? f(ifIIr 7 .-no 10 ~ taI<lng !hi 
~ .,..;I t/IovIno ~ I.,. into !he '*~. \IIi"Ig 
-.y.~~-0YtfII)'~ 
__ --.g. but il _ e ljlltmln_? 

sep;Yate stlootng S6Ql.EflCeS_ VISUals are 

~ sty;sed a-Vne - not Sl.f!W·deformed, 
bU: cool <n:l aIr1'OSI monodTcme. At tm8S 

rurg the detm ~'s hivd to make Oo.d wnal's 
Q(W1Q on. 6\IeI)'Itwlg mergng fflO ~. 

bI;D(s n;I....oT Edge ~ hc:J,H tr'oS 

....,1 tMlNe to.1"I for gana "oect'0IlCS as 
well as gaphocaI eIIect. 

As WIth the rest 01 the Wes revealed J1 

Roppoogo, ~ detills am sI<eIchy at 
best. CapcO'n's p:ess matenal talks of a 

frenzJed ~ ~ Iha two kiIers. 
spiPWlQ live stO"l8S a'Id bslr1l!lfCO'Yl8Cled 

WCIIt!s 'Mlal1S dIW. IS \hi:II thar'a WII be 

plenty of WJoerIII deIaiI. The dBrm shows gul 

battles ao::::cmpEr'lie t¥ ~ r:J blood. 

splatte«'lg waIs a'1d 6\II3rl the lead chlracters ' 
dothes ; another cie<r referoo::::e 10 dao'i\eo' 
<nTOe . ~ ~ Edge to susped that 

Gtas.sI'rlpp&- has a ~ dcmestoc make! f1 

rTWld tor this \ltIe. 0IIbeaI~. heavi fl 
~ ~ CUI-soenes, M,oe not 

mo:oreIy fared wool " the west_ A ~ 
to yrulocal omoorter COUd be IoonY1g 

,-~ 
f'Iboitio,: Copcom 

--~""-~ --~~~ 

--~ 
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RN.03 
The creative duo behind the original Biohazard returns with a fast-paced 
shooter, where slavering zombies are abandoned for rampaging mechs 

038 

Tile ItarI<. monochrome cotridon 01 'THX 1138' Intlabited b)' SIOfmtfOO98l'Si Is thll C&JICOIn'. 
nomaoe to G~ Lucas? The pnI-'C. of """nl would sugge'l mo .. kw;aI ;nn-.c.. 

f\ObOiotoof: COIXX 

--~,--.. 
O'Qt"Jap 

-... s.,;.ing 20 

~ 
ItI'loo..gl ha's overseeing aI five of 

lA, Capcom's fmh::onWlg C't3.meCo.b€ 
trtIes In a general manage.' role, 

ShioiI Mikffili is takOg a patt:Uar Ilterest" 
this lhirdper.;oo shootS'" AClng as diroctor 

<YId brilgi<1g aI::Joao'd Kobayash Hiroytid as 
~, has reformog the team that 
LrieashOO BIohazard - ald ""Ih rt the whole 

~ horror tsunami - upon an 
lJ1suspacUlg wor1d. But lrike the 
occasionaIy ponderous, ~-strewn 

~ of hs ZOIT'be opus, PN03 (whid1 

simply sUVlds for Pr\:ldl.Ct Ntmber 03) 

repllSfl(lts a retLm to a corn gaTWl9 ~ 

rOOltless shoo\Jng 
The plot ,s a kir(j of medll'6'SKXl of 

'Aliens', On a dstant coIcoaI outpost. an 

orrriscIoot HAL -stYe autcmated defence 
syst!ltTl gXtS insa1a o.naastong :15 SOCU1ty 

bots on the LJnW3I)' pap.ja\oOI'l. W.ercenary 
Vanessa Z Sdneidef is S8I1t In to c!estroy th! 

clrods with a vanety 01 pcl'NBI1LA laser 

1MJaIXlI"lS. Alttlou9'l a OOfl-stop sho::>Jt-fest is 
dea1y the objective hero, the lead d\(Vacter 

has boon in1bued wth a range 01 defensive 

1T'I(Ml$, aIowirg hf.lr to dodge irK:ornng fire { 
hide behorod objects for a moment 's respite 

from the loch sIaoJ,;t1ter. 
BotIl the med1 <Vld Iocat.:::tl desgls are 

excep!ionaI, makfig use of slat1\ whites EWld 
shiny melaiics which contrast heaviy Wl\h th 

darkness Of the &ohazatd senes. Sc:me of U 

rot::ot 00sIg0s reswrde IrrlJslri<l Li<j1t and 
Magk;'s worI\ 00 the 'Star WIJfS' prequals. 

wtth machines taking on a segnented 
nsoctOld i00i<. It(!ffl ~ 00spemd 
cc:ocems at.out the srnpIicity of !he lead 

dwacter- both in terms of her repertO<rEl 0 

rTl(M3S, and her oosigl , but Edge likes the 
dean lines, (Yld!he fact that V<res.sa's sun 

resemtJjes a slightty mere sIO<y I~ 

StCffiltrooper COJtf~ As W1th fJwj May Oy, 

RN,03 coUd WEll tan out to be a '>'ICtOfY of 
style and sheer fm (Nfj( SLbstanoo 

Sometimes. that is ercugh 



Torn Oancys Rainoow Six: Raven Shed 
Failing to prepare is preparing to failj said Benjamin Franklin. 
Useful advice for anyone playing Ubi Soft's latest plan 'em up 

~ " l fNMJe( sq1Ificant Tom Oar.::ys 
~ • I cOlllnbunoo to ether iterallxe Of 

~ co~ma. ~'s fair to S<# thal by 

'h"owing hs hat 11110 the vdeogame rYlQ. he 

has maIy contriOOted S£XOOthing woohY.tile 
, • the Slm of h..I'TIatoIy. VI'hiIa Splinter ~ 

¥'Id ~s dlansmahC lone hero der'rlo:'::o'lste the 

'}'OOI man's strength in depth, !he m:re 
~ Rallbow Six IS !he O<igtnal ~ 
mx:hse and, despote a few sIq:lpy COt'lS<'.lIe 

COf1YerSiCflS, the cne that's done most to 

erTI<n::e ns rep.na\lon in videogame CO'des 
And af:er its IYst ~ allhs ~'s E3. 
hopes were higl that Raven Shield woUd 

prese<ve the higl stardcwUs set by the senes 

so far. TharidLAy, a rec€I1t demo appears 10 

CO'l1irm those pos.1Ml mprllSSICfiS. 

Loke rts p-adecessoo;, Raven StveJd 

tempers a driIie 10fflYds authenticity 'Mm an 
adnirable ~ of a.:::cess.blity, and as fMll, 

''le pjanning stages 01 fTlISSions alllo'lal The 
-.ew demo, consisttlg marly 01 a mss.on to 

recaplLnl an ~ 01 mfirlEJry. offers an 

OPPO!llnty to get a bener gtmpse of !he 
piarYlflg sectO'l - v.tIidl IS, after ;:ljl. one ot 

the game's core strengths and SElling points. 

Its essentia to!lQLJP yr:Mf squad 'Mth an 

~e payload (from an <*nost 

~ ct'K:li<'.':e - sea Use of wooponsl . 
and pay heed to yar tactm advisers. So f,.., 

so /a'niIi<V, but thero's also a rather natty 

1fWlIa\!18 3D waII<lm:ugtl 01 anvir'orY'rlools 10 

co-npIement !he straqltlorward overtead 
map 00 whdl decisions are taken before 

I'T1ISSIOnS ate pIay9d out , 

When !he actton does slat n's 
satrsf;Y1gly autiloobc. CXle-hrt kits are rr::m 
~ted by an easy r1t€rloc:e to <Jk;m 

SQUad COfl'l(l\1>')(js, as weoI as the abWty to 

gently ru:Ige 0peI1 doors. And tho<...g1 we 
ho;1li9'lted the Hasl1 ba"ogs 11 our last look at 

RiMr1 Shield. the pojm dese!ves rllIlBfat.og; 

the srnJated disoriefltation is one of the best 

eIIects soon r1 a 9(rn(I feY a v.toOa, cornb«"ling 

axaI <Yld IIISillI rose wil:t1 con!roI conIuskJn, 

And thanks to effectrve use of the UrreaI 
.,qoa. It'S all pteSe(lted wth crisp, cutt""9' 

edge VIsuals , Weap;::os dropped by eoernes 
stiI C<IJ1't 00 PlCked~. oot as the de'IIeIc::gef 

p;:lI1ts out, hg"Iy lramed ~ts WO<Jd 

hiwdy stop to pjck ~ lXlI<noMl weaponry in 
the midst of an operation. Certainly ns not 
~ 10 ~ erjoyment of the 00rn0 

Fnaly. IT 's worth noIog that the games 

15 ~m5SKXlS are ~ted 
tIy SIX dedicated ffiLilipiayer maps, with 

or.-.e matd'mal<ir'g suppoIted \118. the 
~'s ub.o:::m servKe. 

~ the IIOtemiaI 01 yew ..,1InO leam is ........,b ... SIIlOe oombat isllllltlen1icall MBh. You can 
c_ 10 \10 a alone. bvI !hio .. no Splinter CeI, and lone opor~livw "'" like/)' 10 1nl Ihino;Is ~!ty di1ficult 

f ormo1 : PC,XboJt 

f'ldo/'oor I.b SolI 

~._E......-

0"11"'" us 

Pm!>« ~ Is..tlll M yew special openotiolls .... 10 
~. _~ in IMRanbowSi>....--. A 
_ ~ addition io a 30 wol<1Iwoogh before you 

pIay!hmogh ~, 10 f>repIIf1I you !Of !he heal 01 

battle. wIIenolhingsbeginloQelBIittIe bit lricky 

Use of weapons 
Fans oT PfC"oous Raonbow S .. l,tleS 
ha.e SO"'''lnO'lg ot a reputatooo to< tn ... , 
~n""'ooolo Octad_ So th~ w,N no -.tll be 

pieased to d,seO>'"" !hal th<-.-e are a total 01 
57 weapons", tlw game, .-.c~od.-.g!he 
fo/k;tw.-.g""" .'ri::1,"o,,~ ' 

• Mac -1119 ,",achone PlSlo1 
• ,",,,,ra-U,, ,",,,,,M.,,, P,Slo1 

• SR· 2 Mach"'" PIstol 
• MTAR·Zl El<J~pop $ubmochOl1e -1I"" 

• USAS-12 Aule<nabc Silot(Ml 
• TAR -Zl ~pup Assaull FhTIe 

• TVI><' 95 Bldp<'p As""llJ~ R,"" 

• VSS Vrno<ez Soler>eed S"'P'-~ flJfte 

• 23E Lq,1 Mach"'e-\Il"' 
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Star Wars GaIaxiffi: An Empre DMi:D 
With the last batch of utterly awful LucasArts !=lames out of the way, 
could it be that the 'Star Wars' licence is aboul to strike back? 

@] 
!her than perhaps the epoc Hak:l. 

:G': mtahng shooter PfaneISide. there 

seems 10 be very IrttJe to get exa:oo 
abcut ... the Iltimidaling wX;j of rnassrveIy 

~ PC~. Ther(!'s an 9f"O'rTK:lUS 

runber of <MlIousIy raned blm, but w:ry 

t:1e style or looge.st ccd to draw in the 

pullerS The nvnber of SW(l(d & Sorcery 
;i:)nes ~ rem rather depre~ng 10 behold. 

\; ~ then that the focus of so 

. u::t1 attoott(f1 has beefllavishad on 

EverOuesr creator SOE and liS attempt to 

recreate the 'S:an; Wars'lIliver1;e and to 

populate il with real peopje in the sumplU()I)S 

Srar Wars Ga.Ia!oos. 

Drsapp:.>if1tng~. the n.moo..r- that ~ 
W,lUd be able to set f~e to W~ and 
Ewoks proved 10 be ootirely vacuous, but 

Sally tt looks ikfl simp/)' throwing a rock to trap !la 
~I ... ,., the pottwQiIis going to prove a brt 17icky 

_he·.ootside"'hi$""! ..... ~.Ho 
world on tile SarIac<: ye! _ We.,., but hope 

there is eo::JU9'l coofllTll9d cootml ccming 

out of Web-space!O ensure that eXa!OOlef1t 

~ g<V<W1g among the tMhltl As a pa1q;.ant 

n Ihs huge ~ wOOd you all able 

to play as iflI of BI9'lt tarr.uar hl..manod 
races Ircm the 'SI& WfYS' rrWau, pun::haoo 

(V1 R21.11i1 and even CCO'lSIn.JCt '/OlX cmn light 

SiDm. CieMy.!nIbIing yoo.r gamewo1d 
avatar to beccme a Jedi Kr-.ght wI be the 

ambitJon of most payers and as a rest.it so:::I1 
an lEldertakng v.iI be oxtremeiy difficult . 
An:J ~ won't focus exclusively CY1 the 

corrbat ·he<Ny quests that P'1'.'Mde a staple 

!or the tradtoeoal fantasy RPGs. fl Galaxies 
peocetme ro!epja"';ng OClMties we 
rov.rarded lOO. 

However, in conbat yo.x adversales 

Ifldl.de. AT-ATs, Rcncor mons:ers <rod even 

othe< ~. choosing as you do betv..:l€wl 

Rebel <rod Empre forces. The game is set 

flthe immedia:e aftetmath of the destructKXl 

oflhe 1'01;1 Death &ar. alll1coJgh rt's....-dear 
just how cp..oic;Idy time will ... ogress or whether 

gametme IIIil rtXl the same CQI.Xse as the 

"'" \l\lhat has boon confirmed, however, IS 

that althe major character.; frem the films 

are p<esent III the game <rod so you 

can expect to txustl sh:MJ<::Ie(s wth the 

Skywai\ers <rod others, possibly corl1rd1ed 

by ~ of Sorly Dr*le Entertannent. 

Edge suspects lhat SO'TlO3OI1E!'S d'lik;t"otxJd 

faltasles a"!l g:JI!lg to be realISed III a 
most ptOfculd wa-j. 

..... 

ForTTIIII: PC. PS2. Xbo>; 

P\.t>IoI'o<Ir: UJcao.O<b 

-----~:So"tj~~ 

_: S<.mrnor2003 (PC). 'T8C (F'S2. XI>oJ<} 
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Microsoft looks to genetically engineer a new RTS franchise/ and the tank 
rush appears to be dead: long live the hippo·with-a-dolphin s-head rush 

Anrcb_~ Io~ l*UoI tt.. body, 
... gMng • .,....Iln .~ .. hMd'" _ ~ 
10 att-* ""'" disUnce _ ., __ 1gI\I1cng 

IOIIgut' (wrIIo • bod)I po<1 it ...,... Ior canouIIIVoI 

Wolves IIunIIn J*:I<r; so r<'I CtM, ..... cornpoHd 
01 po<1 wolf ~ ... attack ~ whtn ~ .. iI'I 
IheYlCOl'lilyol_oIlts~ n.. ...... 
_ to< _ opeciea. too; IIM tricI< it 10 IInd • 

~oI'-_ opt(:iII~ 
_ pMlCuIwIy potenI_ rnIl«<IlOIIl'II* 

• 

,- " 
~­

""""" M .. . _cw". ut --
[!] 

Nm"acy, ()ar)en HIsI'S drug-

[p themed restau"<ni in NooIlQ .... , 

isfl't the roost obYious place to 
st»H 01\' yt:JU" latest PC ATS, BtJ: Mo::::rosot!'s 
rra1<BtrG bucIg8I.-s III !he face cA the 

cheap and <:ltMOuS and d has hjjl t'q)85 for 
RaIc's~(IIgo_ad~. ThIn I 
no doo.i:lI that /mposSIl:Ne OmttlOS WIll be a 
Iradli:se, and 9WO McrosofI's PT'OJSda In ~ 
PC marl<.el, rt WQO.j(j be a so-prige d It wasn't 
r...gat)' su::oessfU, ~ isn"t a sfqlt on the 

gaT08 aI aI: Edge am.ed at the d!m:l 

elVOCIrg ~. and left ~ $.i'pfiSed 

Takng place iI the Oazy World d 
Science Gone Mad - e:aptas dol I eo dod, 
because !he gErTl8 os COOled wrth Ia!:h1gs 01 

sci·~ hyperbole corrmon 10 ~s -SOs ~tlng_ 

/mposslJIa Cre6ttM'(l$ 8r1trusls the player ""th 
cmatng Wl/WTTly of b«:oIogK;aIy ~ 

crossbroocIs and pIayng them off, RTS·~ 
against the CPU or I'1..ma'l cwmanIs Tl'e 
actual ban,.. ~ htbB that 00ilS0I'led 

straIfJgyfals wool hIMt seen al'B<Ktf.1her8 
are msoorces to be lapped. bases 10 be ~ 

log of war 10 be ~ and 8r1 ar::tNe 

pause whcI1 iets lO.i queue ~ aI these 
things and more at cn::e, Ccmpetent. for 
~, bullt's the Crazy Sc:o!n::e brt wtOd1 
ImpossbIa QaitLnlS uses as .;s seIng pclI'"4 

The gBI118 CO'l"eS with a ~ 0/50 real 
wond crootI..I'eS - apes. ~ rhr08. 
locusts, r.ogs. batS, !f'aks and so on - eact 
w>th ils (1NI1 StabStlCS and speaaI abIiooe:s. 
The t::o::1y of f!NefY creature consists of live 

sectians. and In a oeautlflAy ~ rm 'n' 
match Iaboratory:he sectOlS at two dft'eterl 
craallfflS can be seEITiassIy tlterwoven. 

prod..:::ilg a new lI'1II wIh ilbllOOS d8pe('detI 

on:he sectoons YOU're usrg. Corrtln'Ig:he 
bXIy at a d"lootNI WITh the head at a haw!< 
pui.ces a QI.O L.X1I 'Mth e:xceklI sq.!, 
gocd for 5(:()U\~, BI9ndng a bat's 
midsoct.on 'Mth a rnc.nkey gMlS a IIying ape 

~ at bombnQ rocks 00 EnIDes 
~ _ a p/'le('CrneoaIlll.01"b9" r:J 

poI"er"lIiII CtOSSDreeds. some more usefl.j tt. 
others. II"S hoped thid players wI emitu:! ttW 
CIN'l UI1QI.III crmI8S. fn:I Sllateges IhaI nbaI 
seem~. boA. _ CJ.ridy 

counlera;red ....,th ~ crossbred squads 

and so en BaIanoo 1'\111 be the key, nall,J"iIoty, 

iWld v.tiialho I'II..I'T"tler at jX)SStlIot.es mecn 
Reic isrl"! SI.I"6 theres no! an 'utmatff 1.TIIt. 

the gane's ITdBrgOnEI an <*oosI 

~ed IIMlI r:J pjaylestflQ to &"\SIn 

d$ as d9Ioca\ety" weq-.ted as posstlje 

That's the thrg abOut beirg ndl: you can 
afford to I"III8St tme as well as rro::;.ney . 



A_a...ro-Md.~oI_~~ 

.. Ion S\OmI 10 Mnlng out oIU. bIQ Mc this 
~.~._w1'Io .... _Ihe_ 
code _ ~ u~ impraMd 

Tron 2.0 

ToIang .. the __ --'\S Ifom !he DIsney 

.... TIot! 2.0 It bHou\lfull\l' _tract...., • <IeIis/hI 
10 l*>oId. But though the IIghtbiU MCtions "'" 
~ !he ~'ur1r\g nomalno • little clunky 

A1ptlas This month 's announcements and updates ... 

Kururin Paradise 

-

0\11 ... J_ D\' tM _ you !'Md !1.5. Ihe 
pnonjM 0I1hII ~ to !he CII'IginaI_ 
,tick pouuIer 10 idenIbI.IIIaugh' ~ 
_-upopUOn Iof ~ r- -....o.d 

Legend of Zelda: Four SWOfds -.. ------

Hope!uIIy the ___ 01_01 

TaltlltO won', __ ttIiI _ _ 01 re­

"""t·"" .. wtlit;h 011 ... !he IabuIoua A LWlIO 
tI>e PaSI and • bonuI new IoorpIay..- advenlUN 

--------------------------

Time Crisis 3 

r"""",,· _ 

~ --

~ ... System 246, HMIco-. ........ 
iI'IIrOduoM _~~...m _ ....... 
10 __ ..",. __ AIIoo 'IOU e.-. 

- -1rMIy '*- jcoIIocfIIdI-

108CP Snowboarding: Avalanche 

n..lMwt_. oItmt.ndo .. ~oI lE ... 
oroc.-l.........nt.1tIOWt>owding bile .. --..Ing 
tM It .. OOIr>\Ilo "" ... to WO<!< I'Iwd in order to 
OIM11e",."""..,. Now upec,MI In ~ IUS) 

World War 11: RTS 

FomlM, PC 
~,~ 

~lC"""-

0- 100 hisI~·inIIuenoId mIMIona. 
oupMct attention 10 deUoIIlAd • ~ 
_lOmMdI ...... Ihe~_ ....,...,..for 1.-2 S"""""",,, 0u0I1fIring ~ 

Grand Prix Challenge 

~~.D_""."""'_ 
~..-.dbNutiI\.II~. ,,1\IrOPf 
~g/YMIt""rornlhe M~_ 
team _ ,"" grut tl M_ (DC --.Ion) 
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Far Cry 
A startling revelation: a firstperson shooter coming out of 

Gennany that doesn~ put us to sleep. Edge talks action bubbles, 

sagacious AI and rag doll physics with Crytek's multinational t."." 

J
ust mother FPS k's 3 tag thaI 

C!yt9< has beEw'l ballli'lg egansl 
snooFarOy~""X-ISI9, see 

Elt2)was~. ImpressNeIv.lt 

r:rly takes one boa! K:xli< at ths 

Ge!maJ1 cJevebped g(VT)EI to realise 

that ~ IS ~ so:n9lhng VfJfY 

irp:lrtilnt f>.ay tI1rougl one of F¥ 

Oy's~;:njtrnt ~ 

beco:nes rro:e awaant stiI. 
The frstpersoo shooter may be 

the IOOS1 ptbiIstla"-1riIniv gem! at 

IhB moment but a t<*Jut IS aIr9!Idy 

begirTir"g to DCO.J". Frarl<y. the 

majaity of FPSs -1xnY;l rod IhB 

pWk: <I'll beoorTrg WtS8 to rr.s. 
"The rDJst'Y p.S can't ~ at'ft 

rro:e fi"slperSO'l shoot~.· agees 

Christopher Natsuu"T>e Far Oy's 

prod.o:;8". ~ I"OI'ICat "We 

had to begn Iran a dIIIe'ER 

P!IfSPOC!~- There's~ag.J'1. a 

heI<¥th b¥ an:! a b.IlCt1 rJ enemes. 
but thoIt"s roexcuse b dBsi!Jrig vel 
mother teoous gaTI8. We Ia'le'N ~ 

was a nfNi WiJi of dong (1"1 FPS end 

rnaki'lg 1hB~ oi~,' 

Crytek's soUtlOO was to develop 

an experiance that puis spont~ 

b8Iore ~llng 1nl fmedom befcwe 

Inaarlty. BuI: S!~ \hmt, These dams 

iHJe been made beIm! by n&BI'!y 

fNfIfY d8YOOper of an FPS, SO vbj 

shcUd WII beioeYe OyIek . ...nen so 
manv 00w ~ haY9 tailed to 
~ n the past? WaI. pat/')' 

~ Edge has ahl.1d( been ., 

the ttICk 01 a Far Oy 1'wef91t. end C<I1 

les'rfy to me reIrestW1Q ortteIgenoe of 
the $lIlITIy fon:::m Bu! rnostl'(, 

because !he t9CI'"I'ri:lgy that Far Cl)' IS 

b.* on IS sttrn'lg. 

_ 1'(;, Xbox _Ubi Soft 

~:C<yt ... 

>CIngn: Gomw!y _00= 

"We don't CM! whefa the pjaye< 

goes. or YA'lat he does,· oontr'OJeS 
Natsu..me. "We give him a wde path 

a ~ or a oWl! ()( a bay, but tllO'!r1 

he can do v.t\M1M3I" he wants .,."Ih the 

space and the IcQIs p!QYdBd. The 

tectYlologv t"e:5 been dEM!IOp8d so 
the p/8y8r taY'OIllr9IIk IhiI f>J rt rt's 

~ possoDIe!or Ih!I ~todo 

•. we say. let IhErTl dO tt .• 

Eact\......-.y IS ~ by 

!OPI1IStQlI8CI f>J rout ..... an:I 

because tt.Iy C8'I actuaIy "ptVCEIive' 

ClbtOCtS on It'e g2Il18 16'M31'S18. !hay can 

react to \t'em wrt~ll111!1mW1g 

PEW'SPiCaOtY. 'Ml8I's JTlOI9. rt actualy 

\\Ii7ks. ~ wo1<s bec:lI.lge Iha f>J code 

IS flAv l'1Iegaled WITh the IIIlQO& 
code. 1'hese _ not juSt!lCl'opted AI 

rou\lI'lII5 bolted on 10 an ornp<tISSIW 

Iookng g;:rne. 

F_Cty~~on.""'-oI"""n 
Cty!eIL 1& actMIy pIaywIg on It-. juJ<\ai)OtlllOn 01 
It-. odyIIic with It-. horrlIIc. AII!\oo.I;h cIetaiII .. 
-.:e. expooct _....- _ ...... 11 
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ligIItIng, -. pMICIo __ texl ... ~ _. "'11"""_01 Ihe ___ 

~OU1do::I<n __ ... ~_~IO",,*-Ihe_oI~ 

"The engne makes ~ posstlIe !or 
I"JU to 'play' WIth the Al." enttM.lses 

Natsu.ma, "III"JU restat!he Ie'\Iej live 
feet 10 !ha iVlt. the enect w.I be ~ 

crterem We've ~!ha Al8S 

• n ~ <I toy ycu csn interact WIth. 

Enernes ntiaty t'I!IY8 anchcr pen" 
but tt-. _ 9EIYEifilI d 1t1e:se, c:Jr.:I 

'PI may deoOU 10 go <nd take Cl poss 
boy <I tree, tnen he may ~ over 10 

ct"o9O< a"1 engne 011 a car, But ~ all 

tl8I b'8IlI<S Ioc.a 'lQJ "". raaIy $88 lhe 
cWa"sIty 01 t Notx.x:t; 

You .... _ lID """ Into allUl'l'lbw 01 c.-ft in Ihe _, • • tending Ihe _ 01 ~ 
...-.-. Tlwrn~ ___ ' __ you""'.bII"''''''''''PO<'*''''''drIvIng 

< 046 

a"1 0Yerg0wn _ HOng t#lIld Cl 

tree and ~ 011 loes ~ eIm'l 

WO!I<., FIao<rg ~ 8I'JSlnld 

thatcufirntexpEnlt'"Q&W!lhFwCry 

was a sto1 <ni, 5eo:::old tlTl8? A "!l8 

better McMng tom 118& 10 tree made 

the enemy's ao::IIIin:::8s Cl IttI8 laSs 

SU'&-footocl A!Ig IakIlg a lBw SOldIers 

down W11h iiUornatIC fr"e, one 
remained. KleIng more oonfdenI 
Edge chaf'ged towards Ihe for1om 
fig..ffl, but ha dIspiEIyed a heM.hy 

Iespec:lIor t.s 0'Ml sell pre5iIII"II3tKn 

A hajI·ll:1'1!18, haII-eorncaI chase 

arourd Cl trlI8 en5I.I8I1 endI"9 WI!' 

Edge s derti:se, ~ (Id, /'oMMlr. 

PfCMl coodJsr..oeIy that the gI:m8 

AI ~ ~ JlSlf1C11'J9 

"Cl! o::.uoo, we have pd<8d apa1 

'hi AI.., fTQ1V oIt1w QWI'IEI$,. says 
studio proc:luc8': Jet! Vu , lad. 

Ih!we's not rru::to to pdI 111»1, In 

MecW 01 Hcnor: ~ Ass8uII n 'If!IfY 

P'9(IdabIe, ~ ~tes w:h 

9I':!llled rrubrles, Ths is I'ne thelirs1 

t.mo you eno:JU(1ter a scen!Wio. but the 

98COOd 1.MB? You begin 10 1ose1he 
_ of nvoIYement,' 0. q-oer. Tony 

Davis corcus. "We l(J,oeHa/l;. and 

the AI works weI n 00Yer S.',"'IQ1lS. 

The CcM!r91IITlOYII etI8c1Mi1foJ from 

one "lb!BCI 1 ~ tnJIher. bo.J: !hey 81'8 not 

a;tlJ oIlIiIdI 0!I"1a'. A so.btIa 

AI -M>en YUJ play ~ f:1If!( 

.., h: rh more YUJ ~ n. the 

b8::; rt gels Edge !31 lest.fy that 

hA: ,F. Oy tSahiady awe, ~'s 
Irq'I '"'g ~ yw c:alSIdEr ~ 

OI1!tosofdeYeiot:mel't 

Anchors away 
Remember the C18 --lie soene 1 Half· 

1A!I.....tleI, matines abseil down from 

herlcopttr~? Far Cry Iea1o.#8S 

a pas'~ 01 tt"is moment, but ~'9 

flOIOO8IIOtt mcn:I dyn;:rric, Alter beilg 

takerl into the edotor Vu dBmonstrales 

'WlW Ihe 'ancta' pants WO!I<., Alter 
KaIr"lg key CJPI)O!"leIlts, SlXVI'.'OfS WII caI 
Ie<"~, The go...osr.p Wo! therl 

appe;J' and brr"lg ... extra 1n"lOpS. 

anchonng rtsEiIloa Iocallon that's 

dopeI del « on nlW1Y factors -Ihe 

~ Iocatlon, the ruTtler 01 troopS 

kIed and YItlere most oIlhe actIOn 



has 0I:XUISi elC ~,the 

atJseir'9 !fOOPI tal be \ak81 out 

as IhIv ~ tcrv.ra-ds the g«n:I, 

or the QlnIhp can be bIoYKl ouI r:/. 

the sky ArC as 1"1 Halo. the wreo:::i<a9EI 
IS more tl"81 ~ r:/. Qldrlg on 

"'" """'" VehdIIs be a big pat r:/. the 

FarOy~ 8DI;.raftsand 
~ _ Shown I() Edge tut 
more _ 0IW"iSed The vehides _ 

fLty inte£1Clted no the world and can 

be occo-rmooated when ~ 

~ IS even POS8lbI8 to a- some c:J 
them OI1I!t-hInied 'MlIIB st.ootOij 

ttrnuo;t> the ....-n1!K:nIeo wth the ala" 

PJ vehde acbon takeS paoo ~ a 
r.stPEnOl1 i»"SP8dr.<e. ~ tn<Vl 

fn:m bIh'1d, as in Halo 

Ths tool box phiosophy e)(!ands 

to fM3f'I area of the game. ~!..p 11 

oo:::ka! Iat.rlcher and rt can deform the 

I!ndscape to a tIIMI:statwlg degee, 
Sue. r.Jri.I the __ cm ~ 

speafled b'I the BnQfl8 can be 

CIeslro'JIld or daformed. IM ~ ( 
IeeIs more ctyn;mc tIw1 Gee Mod 

In FfIf Oy you CW1 blow a rIOI8 I1Itoe 

ground and use ~ for 0CNet, When 

bAets ht so.xfaces yo.J see Chps tIyaog 

011 aI <WOl.nI. WOOd chps b trees. 

I'l18!aI chps fn:m Yfh::III!Is and store 
Chps /run rocks. rt's a ds!aI U"IBI. 
heqllEnS the _ eepeooty when 

bAets _ 2I'1QI"Ig aro..n:I yr:u t'88d 

Some great reward 
FM Oy's sense oi reahm cm 
I1Illntoon to detailS focused 90Iati on 

gIiWT1IIPRy reward. The SI"lIP8" rifle. b 

fl!Illn:e, was orvnaIY ~ 
10 thallhem was 11 <ieIay ~ Itoe 

stot cm the rfllICl. yo.J also had to 
taIIe cistance flIO ac:cou:1! cm aim 

I""qler than the t<wgat, "But that ~t 

wasn 't fI.n: says Na\SluTl8, "We 

b..n:::! !haI !tMs mtaled the pIIIveo" 

t'IIIher than adcirlg to thei" .... cl 
rrrT"O&'SIOI1." ~ a srre- wa>j. enemy 

bOI.ies can stJ1 be hi! ana aff8cted 

when deed. Ctytek fell the gore d 
Soi:ter 01 Fortr.nJ (id"l', 00d to the 

~,lnstaad. ~ ragddl 

physics wtIf"8 QdOOd, Bodes ierI<. 
sUre> and fty thOL.rj1 the <Ill" witt1 

trln"Iefldo\lS IIUIlefltaty. As sdi as rt 
SQrd$.!h8I9's m..d"IlU1 to be red 
nvn 8e8II"9 hOw the bode; COI1IO"I 

..ro. h fn:m Ofkwmt ~ 

~ then chi:ienges Edgto 

to tt10 d a r\""lI!ITlOJabk moment from 

n.es.. ske!chM INnt .t thing. to OCIIM. 
~ • • ~ corducted by . 
IIhldowy CIrO"'iMtlon1 bpeoct """" 
freaks coming out oIlhe \oOOdwoI1<. _ 

"When aI he! breeks loose 100 win reelly see the 
diveo;ity of behaviou: Nobody S saipted 10 go ard 
use the rncx.nted machine gJl, for nstance" 

~ prew.us FPS g<me. Edge goes 

!or the be&d1 assaLIt in Halo 

"AbsoUIa/y. That's one of the best 

ooctoons of !hat gt\'Tle: Natsu.rne 

enthuses. vmat we\~ deodod to 

00 IS bAd Far Or aroo..nd the ooroep! 

c:J acbon b..tlbIes. E8dl d ~ 

bt..tlbIe6 prcMdIIs ~ JTW1UIes. or SQ, 
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Along wiII'I u..~ 1oQI_~, ~ .. 
..... get to .""",". t«npIe, • "'"*' ~ 
~-""'QWI_u..~ .... oI 
u.. -..y. dMJI_1h • fiery "*-

''What we've decided to do is build FarOyarolJld 
!he c:or<;ept of action bubbles. Each of 1hese bubbles 
provides five minutes. or so, of i1tense action" 

< 048 

of .,tense aCt.lOn, We said we wanted 

200 t/YIgs ., the g<rne 10 make it 

gea.1 Thn are 14 ~ aid therl! 

are between S@J8I1 aJd 15 acoon 
b.btII9s on men iENeI. But we are also 

very ~ of paci'lg. AI the begIIYwv 

of a game people WoW l1Ianse acbOIl 

10 &aw them n, ;rid 111 Itle end there 

..... be fewer. stater acoon b.btII9s 

because we'w folnj ttm ~ 

\jIIIfW3fy get eo;j1l or 100 hours nto a 
game ..c ilBI'1 they fUSI Win 10 fnsI1 

rt The bea.I!y of Far Qy IS lhalltle AI 

~ d 11 geaI deal of ~I\y !or 

those vh:l wall to go bad< ;rid try rt 

on a han:Iar saong." 
Na!:sulroa espouses /"is game 

~ ptiIcI60ptly \'\11th SI.d1 

convictI:ln that ,t's d1Iia.AI no! to be 

$wept ~ on !ha fI1!!"usiasm. But 

'Mm few 'a::bon bWbIes' actuaty on 

6how ~'s too8lrty 10 IItf wtleIher the 

pmdpIII ~ I'ICI1<.. Gooa acbOIl 

!ICIlf"I!I'lDI, Il.dl as tne bead1 W'ding 

., Halo. donI ccmealong very often. 

And the ~ of 1ICt-on III iri"terenl 

., the eJ<8CUIoon mIner ttWl the theo:y. 

iM"Iat .s oena tt"eI • 'le reginal.QllS 

of !ha tecwn wo YetY' :;h tltI )rl troJj 

Going commando 
YooJ also gal tI' , t~ ;rt Far 

Qydoesfl'ltaI<e,! iy. 

TheacbOllistll9ijo..;'lQ-t"c JIIyw'd 

fild na'~ CO'TIC IXXlk 

The haro. JacI<; ea... opEnIeI 11 

boat serw::e 10 a __ of IIIIalds 1'\ ~ 

au::llpEIiago b..t I'.s btIssIU 8XISl~ • 

nlem..pled wt1Bn a ~ P8II'oI boaIi 

deStrOys I"Is 1\oIehJod. The tJoC 
rM:lI\IeS a Ba'd's¥a ~ ttet 
opemles tom DfIrlIIIII'I a \d::Ir(), 

bdogocaI temlrS a"Id a I8rnaII 

photogll!:h!r fnQnd 01 Q:rvers v.m 
goes ITlISS«lQ ~ ~1r1Q the 
oorporabon's n&liRlUS act",,'. 
Oictle or pwody • the c:twJo;:e IS yo::xn, 

-

bU thar\o<ft.jIy, cut-scmes are kepi te 

a rninm.rn to ~t the payer get on 

'MItl t\a'.<ng It.ro 

~, FarQy has fNf!IY 

~ of su:x::ess d criy because of 

the~f;lI"lgII)E!IMt~ 

everything. Tooted as CryENGlNE at 

E3, Natsu:.me refers 10 II CUIng 

Edge's visll as the 'What YOu see Is 

What YOu Play' BnQi'la. I! IS 

~. Want 10 see t'ONthe 

addtDl of a new YBhde "". aIIecI the 
gamepay? Just cick a cotpIa 01 

bUlons WId the ~ern IS addad to the 

gamey..::vtd. And the eIIoct can be 

tesI9d 11SIaltIv. The sane appM!s 10 

at'fI o/:lt8C1.. enemes or vakJes !hill 

~ to be aIIE$j or addad. The 

Iandsl:::ape can be deformed, !eXt\.n!IS 

applied ;rid AI ~ed 'MItw'l 

rrnJIes. If ra seconds. Oyiek t:oaISts 

that the desqlers can bUId a <M!J 1'\ 

just orlI! 1!Yerling. 

·How Ioog does rt take 10 go fnJm 

a gcxx:I idea to a gane on most 

000100;1' asks Natsu:.me molOl'Clily. 



• ~ used to be mcnths. then weeks 
Now ~s I'T"O"T"l!date. We.ost an~ do n 
better thin ttla!, Ttis ~ IS !he 

heart 1nl soU 01 Crytek, 1'>'8 bearl on 
a gEWTlI! before. <rod after eogtI months 

there stJ wasrf! a 00x on a screen, 

You haw to see ttlIS ~ tI"r'o.#1 
those lenses." UndersI~. Oytek 
IS ah'Iady k:ooSflg (;ryENQNE. Jnj 

sees q as the loI..ndeIion 01 ots game 
~ a"'I"blIcns, s... you gel 

!he "' opesso , IhaI eYen wthouI 
Q!WTIEIS such as Far Oy the ~ 

wo """"'" 
Beknl Edge leaves the ~ 

Gen"n<M1 CITy 01 Cobu"g, Nat9lUTle 

~ ccooom about g<rn8S hes 

worI<ed on before that helve been 
'bgged (4)' at the ~ stage r.xt; 
to be sto:n cbNn ...two ~. 1>& 

~ (J.IeS\IOn 0TIlYl<s >9'TlIW1 a.e a 
gEWTlI! that is sui eogtI months ~ 

loom alpha, but on ttlIS 9YICIerce 

~ an be 8SSlIlICI that Cryteks 
frst gEWTlI! IS I.rik8y to be ~I 

!WlOthet firstperson sI'looIer, 

Tht '*11 dol p/ly$ie$ ..... bMn 
OnpIemenled ~ ...... 
Sodin slump, twitch _ .,., tI!rough 

the air impres.$i.eoty w ...... ,.., with 11'' ' 
~ .. mote powerlul~. At 
trulllage E~ i",'1 oMowtod 10""'" 
0_ -1IOrIaI) _~ or 11141 game 

Polygon power 

One of m. ....:w.1'nprM5Ive "P'ClS 
of Cry£NGINE .. ~ ~ to 
genera'e 1I\CnId>bly detailed ~ 
with minimum potygon and 

pro<:lISSing expend" ....... 'lYJ)ICa/I)', 
the ctwact8f models In the game 
artImadto upoflr:rly 15,000~. 
A sophistICated taxtlri'lg and 

blendng techNque is tt*1 UMd. 

overtay.Ig the modII WIth deI8iI 
addng .. __ of depth 10 tI'MO 

"""->rIc.. The ~ .. cIeMt 
not.ceabIe 1'1 the uampIe below . 

F. Cty'1 ~ M ""* <IeIInIIe/y on on action oc..-- _ togt!IMOt with • plo! IItIighI out 01 • _..:t.n e·movt.. ThlIIct _ 
tht I..., .. ~1>InO .....-ythirlg with I<>nIIW Iifm/y in _ .. 10 ita CtWdit, Don' 10<jIICt _ fPS won. '.-n' .. ita w_ 

'" 
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love-me-do 
Begun as a response to Oracle's games page back 

in 1993, 'Digitiser' has gone on to receive plaudits, 

ITe rebukes and photos of a fan's naked girlfriend. 

Edge talks to the mastermind behind it all, Paul Rose 

_ brut.;ur.; "liP. I got a caI ton III fVf III 'ih!llidtlpaldeo" .,.-.g. 'I'd I<e 10 

W oo a Ioanrn on.,..,... beca.ee '~' it. pI.O'.'On' 9.Jt Il&.- caIed 

ta:::I<.. """" Paul Rose 0"JlT0 rlO III haJ-U ~ gI!IiIIS. "'The ~ he.- caIed 

ta:i< "'"'" biK:auso IB txd< had ~!Xte:IloP by a~, • _ ""'" Geo'IIrod. NttIt 

"1hI! EIioad\- cam <U, hi! sent me a CCIP\' 1nl sad ... 1l.rT-.:l1O PIIQII ~ 

I'd see a IItJUe 10 ~_ o-.oIlIW~ enarral aftar • "!)go-~ '~ 

~' hid hi! q:lI!I'Ied my """"'" to 1flIIlaa IhBt ~...no ... tIIOgIW'a "'-' .~, • 

PaJ ~, I!ka '~ "'" Bdb. IJ11I a ~ HI aIIIo aq.. and 1I'lIQIIIs • .-.d 

............ ~ ...... ac""' .... _ n-.noIl traceotc,nc8Tl n '-...."..., 

....t1ctI. ~ <:CIITYlg IID'n ani Cl IfW c:otrtrv'I tIr'QI8l-staJUlg ~ p..rniIIIIIIs; 

'llgIliI!e"'I5" ~ ojd.;n:I ~ hili ~ IM1Ing 4 __ h DIIgn"IrO. ft • .....,.,. 

}(lU1 _ '-d dl'lm tIIIn.r,11 his nom (Ill pkIr1a OIl ~ DMW '""""' ~ 

II"fTl'II'I. Aa Mo- aro ~ pi90pIa ...00 ... no gfIn'WIIllon:M< 'I:lyIIW 

~ IN! I>Im< GInnI, ~ a..ctu cl The &w:11 ancI 28 • ~' 

~ 'Cogmor's 1JW98t., on Ea1h: ~ FUll! ......., cnoe WOI'I al)oPC8tt-'OgI 

~ n v.t.id1 rooOOrs had 10 IiIII"d a ~ d~"'''' _ II'X:8Irf1 

hokro;j '" a""Jl ~ ~ -~ . The~. ~ _ Q\:;Mn 'II\mI8: 

~ GaItn:I oont in a pictuu 01 cne 01 his fnendI SIiIJ"dr1I ~t~ IfII1l)I8 n 1t--.cI 

Hislory dolls rot rocaII his pnza. but the ~ Ihows the I0Il 01 (i(Io,oJI')I"I II1M 

()wro!I 4 's T_oo 11""""" page rl!II)rlIIS, and IhBI 'M1Id ........" '*IICI.J ~ tom a 

~-1ed turnlaJI. 

> 
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THE MOO MIH S AT CHRISTMA S 
• 

• • 

''When I talk about 'Digitiser', I always say we. Which 
I think is some way of distancing myself from it, this 
anonymity thing. Always done it Weirdest thing." 

f-o ... 
U 

w 

'"' '" ... 
'" H 

J 

"'Don't like the new redesigns. Don't mind saY'ng that, but it's nothing to do with me." 

Ky t .,&d so ~ and 
. voll~n Tt~ 9' • ar. 
ound l~ cb :~s • •• over 

Tea S .. lieck t 1. '.la. 

"It's one of my biggest bugbears 
with games that stories are 
written by developers that don't 
understand how to write a story, 
I mean, today I was playing Star 
Fox Adventures, and it was like, 
'What's this about?! It's just a load 
of old bollocks.' There's no 
structure to it." 

"'I do think the medium's unfulfilled, 
and that there's so much more that 
can be done with games." 

Brrrr! 

I 

ha l 
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TMt o::moo laIer,~, The start, tl'every 

SWl, is ... 1987, when fIoooleIt och:d mgOla 

pb~ for l.acI::nN>s asa~ ~ 

for _8 n-SC09 materials, ffa11 tr.... he IfXMrl to 

lS taIoCe.><t 00C00n, m 1Iul \p: a "*' WO'I<ioJ 00 

t>e ~ alWerrtloystri.rn, ~ ~ 

drr"g ~.......ms. fuln me day rll><q.os! 

1992. a call camE> 1mm !he ed!or 0/ Teletext, 

..bin HoII. Rose pid<s lop tI'e $101)' 

"Teletex! Md iust wen tI'e lra"d'Os<l km 

Qacje, Jcm was ~ for a~, .nj 

1!IO'l'lf.l(Yl6ha1 ~ me E"""back 

Iher> Ielelex! ~ ~a d}'n;; M, ao::Il>9 

SI"Ql g::YI6 m. I'm ki-.J ot Ii<e tI'e et;; W8fi 

I(e'()b ot Ielelext \11lIYlICS, !he bst ~ 

Jad, AAyway, 1\1>1 tI'e "*' ,. Telelext as a 

gaphc~," 

D..m;J tI'e IUl LP to tM Iatn;h d Itfi-...oo, 

li3iete.><t put out ,.., rtternaI rmrm asI<n;r ~ 

b- doos b- pages, Rose mspooded IOIIh a 

II'lU\t1 proposaIlor a.,......s 00C00n, "n-..,. camE> 

back to me ,..-,j said !My ~ ~ d 00ntl 

a.,......s PIlII", a st-Qe PIlII" - c:r..oe tm a 

.,......s PIlII" - ao::Ilh<J: f was g;ir>;J to be """' .... 

t>,- a 'PI caIOO T m Moore n-..,. gO! lIS \OgeIh(r" 

<nlsaid 'O<ay, wele>:pnj ~ rl!Oa~. 

btJ: 'P">91x.>!h \1>110 _e iI togeItoer.' So 1 was 

asi<OO to 'Mite 'Dgjbser' 'M!h Tm. 'M!h m 

p.znaisOC ~ ~ - ;ost a ""->­

rn:nth (ty IUl babe we 'Ml<'II on !W, kd I tm 

IOdo~al:::w>;Jsidamy~do'osO;T1c::t-.:ms.' 

'CVI_'lao..rd"oldooJ;nay " 1993,,..-,j 

pn:Mld OO<l!rCMlfsIaIrun !tot slat M q>!IrWl'J 

day SWterra'll <lfnlI.n:8:l ~s irnmIDl to o:Mlr 

aI CCI'l!IOIe Iorrrrats, <nl i'n\oo tM I'>f<J:h d 

Pmga C>NrJefS bt """'rIl:J 10 ~ as a "dyirQ 

bmaI . Irrrnociately, 11-.. rrqy IBItsrs began to 

bxl .... h cb1'l aIfoc1 'Og!Jsers 00:::;s;0n - am 

ltoBm'd be ""'"'Y mo:ll ~~ 10 

<XmB - W ~ <Id ~ Rooo <nd Moore 1haI 

"OQt!ser' t-OO ,.., i"rmonse <Uier1ce, tar 

~ that ot """,,!he t:JiOOersI rrttt 

magazne, AI ot a!Ulden. IMyhad poMlf, And 

amagazne 10 _e, \!h:tl "",",1 fliBj, 

"Ne<!her ot lIS hoc! '!PI idea heM< 10 90 abouI 

~ g;r-r-. or ~ wI"erl'I to gel gares 

km,' Rooo Slates, Ibltratri;l hew They ~ 

rIY<;Mon"'lhe (loop end 'We d<11'T e<oe'l !hrl< ot 

rngtlgl4J PfI peqje and asI<i"lg for JI'M!!W 

~ - we <Id a deal with 8 ~ 1"llJC<T!lt 

..no used 10 gel 0lI" rtM;m ~ ... relLOTl b- a 

0I!dI 81 tI'e bottcm cl 11-.. PJQ9. I Ihi"i< my frsI 

rt!Mew was God" GrEa-l {);)g th9 S!IfBr 

D.dI, mlhe Me<;ja 1::1+.0>, ~ """ awU. I rmtn, I 

rerr"OlI"l"tIer !he flMew, and 1I'..00I ~ rl, weI,' he 

dl€d<s left <nd rg:-r \or" o..-ns staI'T, "Srn­

'C;&\0\3' IUfIlr speak; • was all<e '~W1e , 

<nd8llthal:, Andwe~818~wiItI 

po'r"( ~ ... that we d<111 ha-.e 

~s. <nl1M! """ P"llI\y apparer( km 

the ell " 

&JI1'dlI9 pm! fl1IlOS cco..f::j l.I99 g;rre!T<bS. 

'(A;;jtioors ~ rmdt.m """" kJW Ie.-.d Im9S, 

am qui<;I<..- nb-maIKn ~ Ihm lhat, the 

8UItO"s' toodom 'MIm Ito3ir 00CbJn trOHlIlhoy 

o::>iI ~te Ior!he bss cl t:J'9SS-kit 

magery'M!h raJSerlS!l P<os <nl ~~ 

SUT!'Otsm, The 0'8aI0rS spao'.<ad ell ...rn ott...­

as SO<YI as Ihoy me'- <nd ~ a ""'""" ot 

fur<ll \!h:tl1'lO.*l set !he panern for 

'CVliso!r's Me so tar: one 1haI, as RoI!Ie p.JIS ~ 

~, was "IaI't SIt.pd.' kd peqje st;lr100 

respcrd">;; 10~, "ThiYe ~ as flliI"l\' <'6aders 

wt't> reOO 'CVI_' for tI'e Iv"ro.I as the 

g;Yr1(lIS. We gO!laI'srs IhaI Si!IId. 'Stop the 

QIYJ1f!IS stuI!, 'lhen!'sa pause. "W'w::i"I we 

c::cd;tl'1 do, cl:MousIy, 

"B<.o: I rm-olfrtJer """'" tairt,I ....ty s!t4lid stuII 

_ had mhlrn, 1 got a call m a s.n..mav km 

Cf1e cl lOO senior edtoriaI tMm IIhi"i< we'd 

made SCJml ~ 10 SO"TIOO"'Ol pByn;j 00 

Ito3ir Mega [)?,oe, <nl,.., mage cl _ 

Ern-a-ds had ernanalad <U ot !he lOp ot ~, She 

a':lI.....- rwlQ me LP becaise -;ost VMltBd to 

cb.tJIe d>ecI< thal • was """""" 10 he Sal .... " 

Then, me 1"'r1()ITW"g. Aoae was I9iiri"lg 'The 

&ri' en the 10ieI - lOO m..d"I delao, as ~ 

heU>er'6, W he ~ the ffO'I1I!r1I very 

~ - <nd tLmed 0Ier a PIlII" to _ the 

"-*'e "'fuleIex! Rawad ~ Sd< VdeoQaore 

.kM," 'D\)IJsEir' was 0lGs Ihm a rr<lI1tn dd, ao::I 

an.a.:tv ~ Ior;r, <lI"lX>Jl!!lt with 1ha ITC. 

Bad boys 
"Tm Md maOe a reImlrnl to opiIepsy ... a rews 

~- 'llis" hll'ffl")OU'>9 aI r-d abouI, 

f'ON 'P' 100 ca! <l<MlIop~. ' N1d ~ had 

(plII 00 _ , ThI!n _ took a ca! fILm a 

gootIermn km !he Britm EpiIep:<»' AsoodatOn, 

...-.:I, _, as aas Tm V«l~, lOO 

mam .• ·had be..-.Ift'd,ed, <nd the rel<.rer'c6had 

beAn mrr., .... ,t 8U!he ~ ID"rIIhfl SEA 

00dded to go 10 the ITC, <nl l lhi"i< 1mm that 

very """'" ""-'""'""'"' we gO! a ~ >Mt!wllhe 

~as,_.t~WegOla 

repJ!8lOon for t:>6ng bad ro,-s, n.JebreaI<.8I'S." 

n-..,. W&'6"l11J6n;j bad. They ~ J,.ISl: tr;n;I 

toimJSll~,...-.:I ~1hlI 

ITU"lS ,.::u're~ ro~...nat 

makes 'DigjIIset', <nd I'ItoaI makes ~ tM:Ie 

£DC. 055 > 
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~ so doorIy. Fboo IL'\s ~ OOq..mtly ~ 

"PocpIe doll gel the jCO<es. aid &l doll gel 

them because1h!ly00ll rr-'"<6 any_. that ~ 

rraI<as them 1Tgy. Ueratt makes them r9y 

cross. aid CO'lfuged aid l.pooIlhallhey're no! "' 

en the pkes. ~"s Ike~. Of faa::i<rn, er 

I'unao1 nall.<e, You -" to ~ ""'" JW 

dol't~>j." 

Th9la.oM\ate do'>oI:CI'T1\' was ai'eocOi brrw>;j, 

am the roodern at bo!h extrem9s stMed to got 

aJf'o.Js. "Farly -'Y 00. W9 stmod to got ~ 

Iran poqJe ~ to kn:Mo ;ust wh:J the hall 

""' WIInl. ~\; scrmthiro;J that welalt krd'ed 01 

~ WIIh Edge for. be<a.oo 100"""""- pOsIerad 

;<U"""OI"l"IWIIh~~oI~ 

<n:I .- p.JI,..... n<mes to 1IrQs, ;nl we 

haled !ha! v.tdB aItfIIT'$)I to mak8 rnI8I:.-rtios rut 

oI~ - I ~goImdermy,;m. 

'~. we wmIed to respood to ieltBrS, 

aid by Ihs p:>nI we had anoII'o!r >PI v.uI<IrQ b" 

us caIed!>dam KeOOIe. So !here ';oMe ltYee 01 

US 1nl, a( the t.-re, W9 v.ere gong Itro.Ji1l ttos 

~ oI:<I3'jng ItW'QS """"" 'CorI<y the Cat Of 

'Bo!Io 1ha Boor. !T8"I', whid> I &«J099 is a 

p-tOJ!lOr ID Tho Snakes sf\oI9 01 :<pOOkng. So 

v.mn .............. ......mg,..." de plrroeos for 

~ 18Irl!Jd 14> '" M- !Ho. !>dam w.lS Mr 

a- ~ becausot poor to ~ Ior 'or,;' , 
oo'd""",,,,,,,oI<u~lJSO;j!tJal 

p:9IlUlor?,m - and 'rn. tor ,yha!""", ..,...;00, 

caIOO twn!.d' Mr H<ws. 01 c:o.r.;e, the KnI 01 <11 

Ihs was Ihl!I 0lI' ~ 8! <nC:Ojmiry 

~ te::I<Ired. a-01;.r;t h!l"d the fm," 

'Ogteers pop./orty ~ no a 

mli:n-strtJ'lll cui. ard Roses 'MiIrg ~ 

~ lOO. ~ IhaI heas<::Ii>As to 

ixl!tl1ha -.:tons 01 'Miti'Ig WIT'" a OO-v.nrd­

per-pagan n:I to Moc<es~, Moore 

had t-r1 a p.nBsI h"....-s befall ~ 

Te8ext, an:! Rose dams the best poo:xl in 

Oo;;Jbsers 1iB ....... ;ust befae M left. "I (>N8 a 

massM! d!tJIto hm,· m"""". We I'K>1<ed 00 

cIooo togeIhor h such a bl;J !fm, ,..Id he 

!aU'j1Imo to _e, Ard I'm""'" therms! m 
pernm""""" I rorrns to ga-rma' aid ~,. 

''Ten years, and you just see the same cycles 
repeating. I've seen trends come, go, come back 
again. Currently we're pissing off Xbox owners." 

Moc-moc-a-moc 

The QUid<fm t~ h geoe<atng OOPI 

W<l"rI1WttInJIllSportDns, ttu.ql. 

"I 1hri< part 01 the p:OOIool".,;m 'Cij ' is that 

~S 0liIy. aid I'"",, I<rn 01 brg>ttm what I've 

_ ten !rem """ my to the OOXI. With !hat 

tL~ 1'1 oorne!m8S saf scme1hir\l, am by 

the tOTe I'm rtq'Ilttf1g PJt:nQ ~ 00 air. 

~S 00 air.' A'ld ~' !'\! h<d< 10 bairt;I 

rrOsu'derstOCld agao'l. "The ttlO;j '" ~ ~ 

. [)gi' .. 00rn I\'JrQ.J9 " d>aek. I have ttJs 

~ tMt .. 90 ~, thals d beirQ siIj1tI 

6'fi)ittM'ri 8J1d U d"fllle 8J1d Io'£IrO'TI, 8J1d 

tI1Ili:s <tJo..( as ty ~ tan mB as '!OJ can 

p:>:I!tiy gal Any tine 'Dgi' 00es get Ii<a tMt, 

v.ith Fat SoN and 90 on, fs ~ t<n',jOO n 

d1ook, and I'm ~ my ~JOOrs, roI 

ca-n:;j erco;11 to ......,. get a-no,oed <tJo..( 

anyItn;J . That S just mB" 

The office 

leJetexts ~ m<nagIII"OOI~. 00 !he 01!'06'" la"< 

"""",,,1 ~ ~ stoilsrs. ~e 

~~fq..ms1nl~ 

~r.xvne,Rosewas""""'d ... lllrl!i­

'Dig!' ~ n.rnng tro-o..g, the~ 

"0\ ~ kr'<:.M' v.hm a reH sW-edtcr 

stMed, rt-ey _1'Iways tdd to ~,.., f¥l cr 

us. • ha sq-.,s, Ii<a SOllOCJ)6 who's guM1 to 

aa:llPI tMt hall'1waysbe~tOO.·M 

thts stay is....nv 1'1 ......... I'>()rk " an dI'ice ag<Wl, 

these krds d days. ~ was a tOO"l'-bo.blg day 

rut, 1nl we had to aI SI! rot.nJ 8J1d ~ ~ 1h 

M;t ttflg we'd 00 d Pr't1ce D1arIoo was !<.led n 

-.g~. Am""""",,",,, saod WfA,l'd 

dlocJ< 'Do;;jIlsff" 10 rM<o Slnl they <id'1) have 

8£'1 sid< jCI<eis abotA -.g. n aI ....oou.rass. 
Am <Mlr)<lOe eIge was sat ro.nd <qOOIY,J wi1h 

\I'EIm. Il001 wasll<6, 'CM! rooscmoari!'· 

., SepterriJer d last J6<'f, !he,~ 

camB to a r-J n vhlt Rose reks 10 as 

'~' TOOIe>:te>:.eoJt~issuednstn.ctm 

1ha! '~'s ~ I'o.moo.>' was 10 S!Op 

Edge wcro.r. ~ ~ IB::> saw ~ ~ 
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"The typical 'Oigi' reader? 
Certainly not best-selling 
novelists and the voice of 
Oarth Maul." 

"We've gone back to scoring 
out of ten. We started out of 
five, then went percentages, 
then out of ten, then back to 
five, and now out often again. I 
mean, I've seen on the 'Net 
already people saying, 'Didn't 
they say we should do away 
with review scores altogether?' 
and we have. But I was 21 when 
I started, and in ten years 
people change, grow up, and 
they're allowed to change their 
opinion. In two years' time I 
might say 'Sod it' and go back 
to doing percentages, marks 
out of 1000, I don't know!" 

"I mean, we've changed our 
minds on reviews. We might stick 
a game in the top ten eary in the 
year, and then by the end we'll be 
quietly leaving ~ out. It's human to 
change your mind." (" .. 

p.. 
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Daddy C 00 1 J. <:,". . ...:;. 
~ .:::. tyle J. <::"' . ...:, the 
I m J.ce fresh 

IT'S GARY lINEKER' 

''What they don't realise is 
they're posting on these 
forums - 'Have you seen 
what they're saying about 
the Xbox?' and it's like, 
'Thanks, you've given us an 
extra 20 viewers!'" 

"John [pickford, of Zed Two] 

n 

called my bluff. Knowing that I'd 
had experience of screenwriting 
and supposedly knew how a story 
should be structured, and knowing 
my opinion on game plots, he 
dropped me an email, and 
asked me if I fancied writing for 
his next game." 

''When I started doing it, I 
couldn't get out of the mindset 
of writing a videogames script 
So all the dialogue was 
incredibly stagey, and it read 
like a videogame. It was John 
who pulled me away from that 
and said, 'This is actually a bit 
shit', and then I started writing 
it like a proper script" 

Merry Chrl.stmas everyone! I I 
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voraoty. BoA. ~)OJ'rea 1*1 cJ ~ .(7 havQ had yr:u 

merest pq..I9d t:1t Edges recerrt Retro speoeI - yoo" be 

iN/ae that <lesprte, CT pert1ilj)S because d, ots popi...8ity d 

can 00 ~e a ~ SO It maKeS sense to use a guide. 

<nJ Edges CoIactOl''s senes WAI build 0Ier theCO"TW"iJ 
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These <Ytdes wllXNf!!( the most tr&aSU'9Cllorrnats, 

gerres <n:I gaTlEIS, W'O they !<x:k 011 'MItl a1 fl-deplt1iook !It 

I'hn is pt:I'C8M9d to bt the ~ cJ ooIecIabI85- SNK's 
Noo-Geo ActvalDed ~ SysIem. 
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"~ was you' oonstant favour ard EII'lCOUIllQEII which fuelled our passion to make better games, 
As a final reqI,ItlSt, we ask that (you) continue To love the garTl!lS because the future of those v.toO carry our 

remanng DNA will start fronl th8t passion," Extract frilm SNK's closing statement, October 2001 
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, t't/.,jI( Cl f'eN 00lect00; ;nj ~ 

1S$etlOtat.J. ,.~ 

!hlt gIrr. lose -et valoIIIl'I6 pCI<Jy .. ~ gaa:d 

~ ~,II' a~.z d$oer$er 19) I)Xl 

L)I1 eoov .n:l noT '"I!Ml TnIJ. 'ne ~ 

Noo-Geo I1'\f.t'I<e( 10 6tlIiIy ITIiWlfalf' ~ 

0' .. 





''''' 
III ~t'rlgh 11)1 

: v.n.. 't\ 00'>;\ /Qr the. 
wshp argesfrom j~ T 

IT j.'2O:I,. Waaterd. ctnen 
'v our COtrfTCIII irlt\'. '" 
atten heI:Ir )j peq;4o ~ 

iITIIII1 rooocte je!s ~ money b j)U'CtIaSfIS 1toen 

c1I ..... ~b a q.Ar:k buCk but It'ey ~ 

AES8I'II:t.ns~th&MVSstl:haSlte'T>1eM 

popAIJr lI1 ~~,.vaoo txx:tnJ>g.n~ 

rl11hB Q'l JapWJOse B3S.I(In1 ~ W'1tl1t ... 

'1Ct ~ 1/V3"...,..e\ 

....-.::tlM~C 

I<ng of FifI'tfTS v.es-:erttt 
and SNK 1'$ Capoan (an 0I01J(1e ox.date 01 j'" grOO! NGPC 

~) is ~ the mosl at>LQpalad 9'l'T16" tro 
'uyo! the Noo-Qeo Triatl/cCl<.bu$I,fjf i81l~ 

"le secood or ;WO ~ I,J/ SNK ~ Cape 

. ill. C .id tTeal!'lo ~ reN Iifo n tile NocI 

:;.:;tIl:I to \he tcM'I8 T me "'" teI 
~ :e an Eda- ctIered 'W'rCIIe lost as to v.hIftwIr 

ale -~ .. l'lIrF tMl( 0W'lU"""' " po&.::: 

~ ,;;I\'Kb;;p it SO $11he1All'Pare 
:mw1I'ItaI:..$~' ~ E':1I:I1u~2D 

powIectjon W:thcJJf ~ 
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n.._ 
'" pt'ces IiIIIed tw. .. fl os doIn. ThlII •• \jICIb(i I'I'IIII1<eI WId 
you 1ft nw:osl '"'Y to 9'1 u-. tMIIIC (kOI'II bI.yng ~ kQm an 
~ 01 Jepao .... G: ). 6rlIIW11ig1\ _ 

The most desirable titleS 
n- MO 15 01II1II moat collectable Neo-Geo gItTIft 

-
, 

• 

1'I!tmI~ 1IhI:(l WJd expect to pay al'll!t* P*'lU'l!. 
S-,"mndmost~coOect~ ... ~ .. 
_10 Iind. 0rl:I' IhII most cIIdcatat wiI ~ 10 coIIc1 

\he USiw'O I8Iease eel. """'" .'" ,,.,_ ,.". """".., 
v.y ....,. ~ \9<J aI'I obtair> ma'I\' NecH3eo gernes /or le$!; 
...., a __ PS2 We. 

n.. 0I'Ig0nIII MII~ Slug .... .,., 
lII8J(pected I\/l. ~ ~ low 

..,..,.., """""'" "'" 
~t>"III"'" 

Anaxl........ty ..... f~.I'11e 
ItIa! lorms .. local poonI of rJT"f 

T ...... Sf8rS'O'-' _ADK'a lis!: 
gan"4 on tile N«J. At manut~ 
AD!( ..... OUI of nstr\JCIIDI'I books, 10 
!he fWIIPIdIo' __ IUPIJI*/ wott1 

No -....... sougtII·after tile 
~ r.-.:I.,!he"""'''' 
Wf BIIk». 1\ IttraC\IId _ atIfW'ItlOO 

A ~ bile !hilt,. 
COt'lSoIdM.a' by IrWI')' \0 bt Ih8 
bel.! N«l-fII)«:IIIc $hOOter. 

AA R· ~1'<e tt.-I\e.t come 
down fl va\.le In recent tomes. 

< 074 

----
Kizuna EncountBf 

---
WakuWaku7 

- --

ThII S«lUfllIO s.m.oIt .. GaIaAy FigN 
has wonderful muBIC. atlIiI'\SfIOn ..., 

$IyIe. A '*'I to:vgh.!-afl« ttr.. 

due 10 ItS ....... 1WOfO·baMd 

~--

7l>is e.eeIIerlI TII/rrs/Pt=Je Bobbie 
hyl)OO ~ ~ small ..Iapar.e 
QUaI1lttlMl is Yf1<'/ desO'aDIfJ 

o.pittI me superior IIowOOwn·InIe 
upda\<jlnat IS MIiotal Skip X. IIw 
origin&' aM fetcnM; WIf'II\ogn 
pncw; for US CXlI\ICton . 



Almo$! a. .... lit /(/l1Jt1It EfttXXIf7/f!JT, 
ody a IIaroQIuI of "'" E~ 
~~, 

FIVe of the best· ... aIue games 

An ADK I,Ij)dale of ,IS dIsappOOting 
1991 top-down racer, Thtash Ralty, 
"'IIvgeQl'~~1.1t>!1 
ga"TWI kepi !hi pIIoyIIbonly 01 Its 
predeces&or - wwts and III 

Noo TIJI'f Masters 

• 

ReIe.ased by Nasce ~8!Y Ci0ge 10 
Me{aISlug, this ~Ue\llas largely 
~ unl,' word $t>feI'Id 

CCIf'1CIIf"IW'II\Qw greal ~ ... 

T~e _I conm-natoon of me E...o 
\lelSKlr\'s 'XI$IerlCe only ~ 
\0.'" the rec.nI ..... 01 Evooa'l 
Ragt 01 no.. OnrQorIll0 ~ 1Nl 
can's ...... In .... ~, 

[)esP'''' a 19CM11 IMino oil ., ~aIue. 
this...:naonll a CQIIectabie ga"TWI, The 
huge characl'ers. 6is1""=' backdrOps 
and rNlrslOC tlg/Tttng ~ are 
nollo~'$ tIIt*. tr.ougII, 

'"*"- _1I'Y801 tt.. bell: and mosI ~ pr10Id lr1*..yNeo-G«l buyer sompry musI obtiwl. AI PfI" ..... WIll pey tar less for me ___ -..cr'I bI_ bfIoo __ onpoundl.) 

The Last Blade 2 

st.a< ............ _.,C;O. 'H' 

o.ec .. eo,,**"_ 01 !No OC pori 

~ IhiI tBI"'8 la SIIrn'tIy'l a.,..,.,ory Gew 
x h 0f!QYlIII.....ns ent/YaIIIng on 
!he ,.,..,. Wtr" doM(l 0ilI1>eOlay_ 

Garou: Marto; of the 'MJIves 

, .:" ~\'" ' . 
DW:I\'T """',., ......... , .. , .... .. . 

The final onnaItmerol 01 \tie F8UJI Fury _" L.01(IeIn_ ItJIp oe.a. Debate 

con!~ la .. as 10 whetNII' ~ _ 

It\lO ~\ Neo Iigroter of eI. 

, 
• 

"" "'"';t~ , , ..,-: .', :.' 
,~, - \\ 

The~. mo&I YiIIIaIy~ ... 
-.-.d chNpasI- of tt.. Me!aI SUps. 
Shortit \0 be poo:ted \0 PS2_ 

The fan ... a..soc PtoOiJbt.J tn. 
~ ptIQIn~ of ~ rale 
this "" tNt '-I 01 the' _ $0 f. 

Samurai ShOOown I1 

To many. \fIta game _ the tIrsI 
ouI d:splay of SNK'I \Mnt_ 1\,. 
ll15,,,m,,11I 10 ItlItI f«1 \!"la! tt.. game 
~ 8IiII highly enjoyIIbIe ~ 
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-

... troId 

"*>. " j \Pr1"MrY~r\ ;:fJ!".'StN ' 

~!!<.<Irs_.~~~1 

S~P'" Ma ' '01d 
-- ~F\>rl6_ :xAI _ _ "",,,,,wtrJ.. 

'lIC.-n.l,\19 .... t'II.l(I'ItiI ~ .. L.(Wl!'"' 
~ game bIir<lII. ~ iIO" 

M.\rold Prim. 
..,.1);0 '9 ... , aIQiI..... ~ ---

Melrold futlon 

~oI II'IjJ1't 

The WOf1d's most respected ~ re'lAeWS 

" 

The bigger picture . . • 

YOU may remember the scene fT'om 'Dead ~ 

Society' when! \t)e 'ecCll<11nc' tead'!er played by 

RooIn W,",ams draws a graph on tile chIll"'.board to 
demonst<ate J Evans PritchM'd'$ memod of evaluatIng 

poetry. By plottmQ its per19Ct1o!1 along or.e &l(Ps and Its 

vnportanCe along the other, the WCI<'k's true vlUue can bit 

accurately dGlIA'>l1irled And then ensues III bovI of page 
nPPlllO. SJffused with haavy~ $'fIT1bOIOgy, U\aI only 
Peter we.r COUld ~_ 

01' coo.ne. there"s no SlICh thing as III perfect garneao:! 

no >deaIlI)'Stem for BSS8SSjng Ib vv... Every game 5IIlCe 

~arf has had shortCClfT1iogs, even \!'le mq-,ty &Jp. 
Maro 64. Go bad< atId play Nintendo's mosl oeIebtated 

game and you" sti~ have yotJI' breath IiIken by the visual 
fKjeUty. tile sublime structure IIIld !tie irlgenurty on dosplay. 
'ltlU'U also get \<ate becavse of tM oocasional dodgy 
camera angle. Those who'\I6l911ched thll lOfty heights of 
TiCk TOCk Clock wj~ know e.o<.aCrty wtlal we mM"I. 

11 all lhiogs were eq..aI. then III game with gtarif1g 
IeChoica/I\aw$ would score '- than it five. There are too 

ma-ty competent games to allow \15 to lum a b6rd-¥ to 

~ \hat see Ihe protagorust faIi'Ig tnrough ICef\efy 5k.e 
OaVld Coppetfoekl \t"<OOgh III stage \~ But here'S t .. 

lIling: sometJn'IM, and ~ doestl't ~ thKt often • • 

~ emerges Ittat d8/iwrs ~ IIWhlctI ~ 
~s techroIcaIfI'8>tt<6S. Th& a.taway 11en...o \ tie. 

11 was always going to be a ceae ot ~ III quart 

!rItO III p!Ot pot The Getaway has Ir.Ime<ate 1SSU8$, the 
vehicle hand1rng is best <IeSenbed as basIC. and 0I'lC6 0!1 

foot th,1'J9S talle a turn for !he braonless. 8iJI Sony'lllatest 

,}IIm& sliD has the ability 10 ~ aocI .-.gage. Irs all too 

easy to pm It!e~·s antH')'Pe bfttjJade by \aIulg ""y 
orle of the games cornpo!'ents~. bVI The GelBways 
whole IS certainly greaterlhiln the sun of ItS pats. 

The debale r:Ner wI"IeIt'ooIr 0Clf«'tI ... r-.res can be 
UMd 10 waIuaIe crealJVtI ~ .. a much bigger 
pi oiIOeOpIw;al questJool. ~ one 1tIIt is _ lol\ely to be 

IMOIved to ~·s satlSfac;!JOll. Sut lot tOe record. 

Edge beWJves thal appIymg cold empil'ical ~ 
when __ ,ng games. IS as probIemat>C as taklOg a 

wholly subjeetr.l! I'ne Ultimately. we haw 10 I,.IS8 our 

ooIIective fi!KperiMce and focus on the aspecIltlat 

oounts most In a videogame: ~ ~s tun Of not. 

.. 
..,,, 
..,., 
... 
... 
"'" 

"'" 
.'" 

"'" 
" 

"" -.'" 
"" 

"'" 
,'00 

,'00 

plOI 

plOI 
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Metroid Prime 

-
Pri_ i. so polished \,<>U can _ Samus' lac. '" 
il (righQ. Thetherntal ';SQ' allow. v... d.' .cI1OO 
of ..... mies In hghtless en"'ronmflnts (_) 

E
dge 'MII admfI,1 tl!Id ots 000015. Vvhen 

news fit1;t broke !hat Nlmendo had 

ha"ded <Mlr !he ~ duloes 0' a 
OON IflStamern for 008 of its ITKlGt rewrod 
franchtses to .., OUI -hcuse studio crly a 
select few M:I heard 01, ~ we<e 
raJsed.1'it1!l<1 news a-ri\Ied that Auslln·based 
Retro Slucios woo.Jd be wc:rl:.ilg 0'1 an FPS. 

brows (W"I(j h;njs rnada ao..dlbla contact Md 
when, at E3 2001, Shigoru MJYOOlOto putX::/y 

stared that the e;<peeled playable demo had 
been 'MtI1t>eId due to personal coro;ams 

relatt'g 10 the control ~. arnn boils 

rang ¥Id 01..1" expectations were the subject 

of a O"amatc re-evaluatrn. 

"Deconstructing the layout and deciphering 
clues left in the design by the developer to 
find routes to a new room is an absolute joy" 

078 

TlInS out we sh:'.lI.id ~ had a Irtlle 

more lath il Ninterdo's deaskJrl md boon a 

IJI1Ie more COI"'I>derrt ifl RetlO'S abllty. 

You gat.., idea 01 FITne's ~ty 6<Yfy 

on: the morTl8(lj &mus steps of1 her aafl 
and 0'1\0 the d<:x;Io:.iolg platfoon of a space 

stalKln trorn wtoch a dostress S91aI has boon 

sent, nQlisItMl garners IWI QLrlIy realise the 
gane of Asrerok1s that earl be had by 

sh:x.>tng the space rocks floalirg a/:I<:oJt '" 
the atmosphere-deprived enviroornoot Ifs a 

prorrisfig start and a strong ifrlcallon of 
kio::j 0/ Iev(lj of detail and cistn::t.on of the 

proceedngs that you can expect the garm 
to 00IM:!r. 

In I)picaI Niruendo fashion you're lad 

tmx..gh the cornrds even belOOl yo.fw 

made 'I ns.de the station FOf instar=, the 
scan \/IS('l('S fU/'d.(Vnenlaj tuncr ....... becomes 

apparent - Bfltllling a OON room and 

scnrtil'<Ulg yc:or envirorrnent before you do 

anything etso scon becon'les secord naltre 

(<n:l ~ needs 10 as scme elements, ike 

bosses, you cOy get 10 moot orce - we 
Allalyse too). As does the oomrd system, le 

that mattE"" Ir>toalY. the r()bon of roIdoog 

doMl the left sh'.J<.j(jer btittoo in order to 

strafe, and hailing to rnanl.I1Itf engage you­

YertK::al VIeW ilXlS (by ~ the right 

sh:Uder btittoo) Teels ~d. In ~a::tice 

c' C 
o m 

• 

Baby S~ths can Slill ffMz. y<)Y wilt1 the" 
dying bteath (abo.e). 0 .... of many gfeat t<)Ycll< 



!Iw1gs se!tl& cIo::lM1 ~ Ih<n YQ.I expo: 

rei ~ 1i'sI1nXUlta" 'M1h a spiiII;8 

~ ttet. \t"EI""idI.Ay. the d6vE*Jper tas 
o::t.oOed a b.:I<·on option when ~ <XmBS 10 

oppclI""$"ltS. ThIs is tYJ)IC3i Nntendo. 
tx::wmwng an eienl6l1l from one 04 I\S other 
g;roas - in this case a ~ actK)"'l 
RPG - Md successf\.fv app/yr1g ~ to 

EISSoEI'"Itiati rum 8 ~ rOle I.I'1dor ~ 
ct"erenI cro.rnsIatlCeS. n there IS one 
cmosm ~ WOUd bethal at 1m9$1Ocal<"'g 

..-.emes 81 the h\tIEI" end 01 the Y·aJ(is can 
P'QYI:I tficlIy bullt1IH<.fUIy !hose _ rare 
rnorro8I1tS - for !he most pa1 rt"s a system 
that works i1 v.onde<1\.fy re-war<ing and I'Ud 
....." 

In adcitK)"'l to the tutonal purpoae rt 

~. ths ntolIIEM!I8ISO teases the pI8yer 

by otIemg 8 tasle 04 the ciYBrsty 04 s.n..s. 
..-serv ortt to crueIv ta-le the toys fffl&f JJSI 
as YQ.I maka rt out 01 !he der8Iic:t ~atoon t*Wt 
(~Met1Oid pjayer1; woo·t ITlISS the paaIIeI 

w'h \J"oaI~" owooperrg law 1TW'lJt86-

i1deed. !IIth::ll41 no! stnctry !he oIIIoaI !II!IQIAI 
(Fusol. on p82. hOldS thal horo..o1 much n 
A-me re1erance6 s.n..s. 1Gbt actventl'eJ. 

Touching dow!1 on a neaby pIiroet . the 
gcvne tI'"$"I f9fI/Iy begins. inttJaI exCU'SlCll"lS _ 

snort.lintod by Sarnus· ~ 
repartoore 04 1ICI1Qf1S. H do8sn 1 take long !( 

come across an I'T(l8SSabIe obstad9 v.tocfl 

reqo..'OO ~ YQ.I haYe ye! to 8CO.II"8 . 

Acn.Pe: 04 ~ poMlr-l4>S all ~ 

to..nd (\hQo" 1InOQ. as e>:per1fy caiclJated as _. 

IhaI 01 St.pr ~ rd ycAJ SOCfI bq1 

10 str.r,'/artI"$ from 'PIaafI"s Iandrlg zone . 
Before long an anal ~e<1t~"s ~ 

scenaro has dewIOP8d W1th a bewok:Ien'lg 

no..mber 04 L01frish8d sect>cns to"<V"ICIVlg oil 
in HI dr"ec1lonS on the map But thefI this IS 
the ver:y roanceof!he Metroid ~tl6s: the 
consun WiIf"da1rIg; the dotaied anat,'Sng 04 

Ihe ~ rTlIIgf"Wlg the possbhl.es 
DIIconstn.ang the IiIyo.A and ~ 
dues 16Ii n the desqI by !he cIo:M:lioper to 

fi"ld possible routas 10 a new nxm <:X som& 

You get 10 _ --. 01 COUfH. 001 _ 

__ trw to ItI j:QIIotm'ng rootI - those 
e~ ",,-out .ctlon .... going 10 be bitterly 
diM_led. TIn _ ·1 lIIoIy like stan<!ald 
FPSs. Aod I~al's beclUMI1 11I1"tupj>OSf'Jd 10 

Route finder 
_ Pnm.. map;' glOrious, .-; one 
of !he '"-~ 10 date 1<1 3D. rt. 
IasiIy O<lWed rod II"\IIQI"\Ified "" theM 
ITIOII"IfIIU """'" you ...,. c.ll _the 
<Ioorway1hlt you _.~ lObe 

~ ........ pr-.. MIfrod-.11I 
~1O~1hII_ ......... fItm 
& map room (Voww'Ig ...-..:t I<X<"I"II_ 
I9lI tow .- I11II'I cnngej. bot ,_ 

than Mnd e.....-yttMng 10 you "" a plate. the 
6e"VeIopor n. ~ II"Iduded _ ateaS 

lhator"ol)''''''' UPClrlOl you .... ~ 
them. adding 10 the ~ _ 

~~_Pnm.oI!'"~ 
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__ don't uauaIIy ~ muc:Io 01& -. but they t_ to be 01 ,,"l1r11d1.ung ~ \t09~. 
".,. ~ .. pIetIorrning _ (_ right) worI< bNutlllAIy __ m.1fate as in. say. the orIgon&I r""", 

Analyse this 

Ancl4Iw' ~ 00 to an already ~ 

oich piIo1 rneehano:: Os It1e use Cl! 'jOU6 scan 
.... whcIIl>'\COYet$ vItII _ Of 

1nIc;wmab:n ........ 'jOU6 ~ -..oe.d, 
-..r..til_.......,~ 

~ IPIOI prate daUllOg ___ 
~ wiI __ in the way jICU'" 

~ 10 scan .-yIhong -from_ 
........... 1O_pd<~~ 
cUUI __ ... ""*"""" 10 you 011 an idN 

oIlt1e ....... Cl! 'jOU6 ~ peo1Qrmance 

S8CIlII area a"' absolute 'Pt and ~ 
makes girll8S Oke, for 1flSI<rooo, II"Ie 0Iigf\aI 

Tomb Raider, so ~ ((ljth:lo.ql Sanus' 
versat~ Together 'M1h toctY"ical 

advanclement..~ Irl consoie tect"n:llogy 8O$..n:I 

that by ~ Lara's wcrld ('ON /eels 

~...e and preIic!aOIe but rt ~ II"Ie 

pTapIe I9'I"IiiIrt5 rn..od1 the saToII~ nw 
~ement cl acQ.ftlg a ~-~ tnaI 

finaty tStIOd<.s ~ to niI'N weas cl the 
map never di'rnshes - and~"s what enst.w8S 

"After Ocarina of Time and Super Mario 64 this 
is possibly the most accomplished three 
dimensional update Edge has witnessed" 

< 080 <DO 

that ijjthcll.ql ~'1lI gjded as to whfII yry 
'Jex! mow ShoIjd be. yc:u raety pay 
,rrmeciate attEll1ton 10 this. choosing rtstrod 

to I:lO"barI< on expioralOl'1 rroisSIons \0 see 
how tar you' new gadgeI w. rake".:;a... wh:II 

new iOCaIIOs yc:ul dI!icoYer, ant,- w-en ~ 
~ exh8usted II"Ie possbiI:oes 00 ',0..1 

runtrue as onstructed, 
MetroK1...-gns mg..t tmk thos cons\;Jrt\ 

tooog and IrooiI ct.t,!I1OlJ(j1 that has never 
been a protl811 for a g<rne seOas that 

tra<itionaty has .--1a.Ied \0 be anyttylg 

0Iher than ~ paoad -;..sI as ~'re 
gett.flg farniier wttl ','OlJ" role WItOO II"Ie 

omrament .• new tOi I.rtbcks a1d ',0..1'1'8 

oft en 8I'lOIt"e" exhkwallrlg ode 
h FmIII. II'le deYeIopB" essenllaly 

~ M FPP. no! ~ FPS FIege..-cIess at 

how rnuc:tl iVUI f\jt!1teno:::> may ~ hacl 

dtxir>;l thl!~. Relro ~ 
lI"X.Iefst1lf"lOs!he M61roid g;mes. lhs offers 

..... expeoenoe tnaI remans lfi:UTTl'lCrtIy 

pull and In.e W the senes' piattom."og ett'O 

desplll also Cl'irTIa\.CaIy I@WOrkIrlgthe 

po:I'SpeCINe from W"Ich the actJon IS WIWEId 

Am WIth no "9'1 cl svff8mg the 

~ I1 WOI.iCI be reasonable to 
expect such a move W()(Jd ifltrodJce, 

'-'.antaonrlg!he tli!ISEIf"ICe of the ffanchse dfte 

this Slbstanbal \(;J'\Sjton is ifl ~seI1 hig'oty 

1'Tf,Yes5M>. buI to also enst.re the gane 
~ rerrena Wl\aCI '6 a S£iWlnlQ 

adv.vnent. Attlilt O:::!n1BoITme a1d 

~Mano 64, thos '6 ~the most 
~\tYge~ t,pjate 01 a 

20 title Edge has IMtnessOO, It IS sewriess. 



The sensation of farriilarity. the IU1d fhat yoo.. 
arty reaIy get from NintBndo seq..OO, ~ 

smsational ~ yoo..'d expect tte ch.roge of 

perspoctiv(l to (.:O(J1JIetdy ~er the w3i yoo.. 
feel IMtoo Prmes world yet Ihfs isrft tte 
case, The Merroid envirCfYTl8flt has been so 

laittm..ty recreated that 'Mthin mio.Jtes 01 
st<rt.Og the g<me eve<yt:~ fools exa::tIy tte 
way yoo..'d expect it to. 

Ard that's because as WIth aI MelrOO 

nstaments this ~ esserlbaty the same ga'Tle. 

alJea this time it happens to also be 
masterlLJly cpdated to< a new generat01 

The S1ffle atmospher'e. trle same pace, the 

same da1cate~, The same 
ut:er!y astcrishing expe<ieooo 

Nine It -, too 
Ollen. Prim,,'s wof1d tooks •• Deaut;I'" as 11 ooondl(p'''1Icularty In Pro L<>glc 11). The fabulously cont'oUa~e morp/1 ball: "",Il_p<~ trick~ry to, accessing hi<]""'" 
Ie.el, (bonom right);. Monkey Ball!TlCllTle!1t (mIddle fight): ball-specific leve" adopl' .idoe-on perSpective (top right); and Splde , ball can climb mIIgnetlc fBils 



Metroid Fusion 

You'" __ I ......... y ,;ill .... '" ty_ 
01 energy OO'~it;m. (Iopl. Bosses 
come in m....,. ,;'/f....,llorm •. Thia 
1~1ow (It>oVI) it; "''''''''11''\11)' orthodox 

I t's I'-=rI ctnIcUI tofrld geat softwae on 

the GBA. Vvte1 S ITICW"6 tnc!<y IS I'ncW1g 
9OITI8It1nd 'M)Ith pIayr1g It1aI ISIll a $rTllIII 
SNES COI"IIIErSOl H's~. Iheo. to Me 

the Ikes 01 'Itls/J"s IsI8nd IoIowed by ths.. a 
u·1.lbM1 foIow-~ to tile serTIr"III SNES trtIe 
0( 1994 {as tile ntro sequn:;e dsC!eetty 

i1fQrms the pjayer. Fusion is Melro«:i M 
~og been caL.gn L.p in a rro!' llI1trfl; 

p!"9dM:tarbIe spot 01 bother. garnepjay ~ 

With \Q..I strlJped 0I1he manifold assets 
arx:n..oed d\Iing ~ Ara'l's last ~ure 

So ~ begrl W>th 00 ~ ar-.ad<. Ycu ~ 
weapon ~ on patheoc , And ~ ca-l't 
8Y$"l~whiein 'baI' mode, 

N '-oetarIS have ro ~ to)OO 

then ~'lI worth t:.oiatt touchng -.oon the 
M9rroid _. pn)ITISe, ~'s atxa..c. growm' 

~ begn IMth a ""'~!!d seillctoon 01 powr.!I 

....nct1 C8'l be dr'aTIabcaIy '-Waded 'Ai! a 
ptIJ(leS8 of expk:lraton cn:Ilnaar 
dBYek:lpment, In this rnspect the ganes 

"It's about growth: you begin with a limited 
selection of powers which can be vastly 
upgraded via a process of exploration" 

The mu. _..nip map (lop) ahowa 
Ili_ Iowtor ........ ...., th .. la wheN tn. 
lion ....... 01 the actron!pea place. 
Fullon In~ cut·..:_. (above) 
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~ a tee on o::rrnmon WIth /'oIrnIerndo"s ZI3Ida 
g;iI'TIII: youl often eno:u1Ier a sectoon 
v.t"oIIe ~ derrI<o:l a skII: youve not 
)'M acQJIIed 1Wld, after 3{1;wnou1t 0( head 

ICfalchJlg. you', mow on to what I!ppfIQ'$ 

to be a /uthet' challenge, ret\.ming later to 
exPore that previo<.JsIy inao::essbIe nook 

~ """i. 
W ~ _Iir'niir wth the Metrotd 

premrse. FIJSIO(IIMI appear .us1that: farnIir 

Sewn _l:IXISI:la central SIICtIC)"> pkA SIX 

geDII'1IIe lower Dvisrons. ead"> a part 01 a 
9IW1I space stalJCnj \tr"oo..91....nct1 )QI 

m;n)IIlM9. eno:u1Ienng 00sses IIIIartf 
~ntervals. 

The trarnsrtion to the small sr:::reen dolls 
,tile 10 d\A the series" appaaI-_hoI.q1 

~. many areas cert<llOly benefit from 
the 8OOltlOl1 01 a clecent extra light !Klt.fCe -

IWld the ci9YeIopers at NCL daI"M a $piI'Idng 

selection 01 ~ that fiWIV rBfI"IOC] 

)QI that the host rT1iKt1ine"s rx:IoJ oaIer..a 
n.ns to ~ 256 h..es SWOe tr:u:h8s n 
~, WIIdlIS I"rO"l! than C8'l be said 

of 9Cm8 01 the rootrna ~ $(r''.lS wtICtl. 
eapeciaIy rn their I<Wger ~. can 

...-_"""" 
~ ne gIWTl8 cresan::Ios WIth some 

o(the most 8'Ay 9Iabo<ate boss chiYaclBfS 

Samu ... slit" (lop righl) wrll t>tr. __ !light lOO' tlloH lamllilr with the _!H. EI-'. 
tn. -...... .... I tpHd_run ...., o ff .... an un""'" ilITIOUnt 01 rupee! la" ind~ liteIormt 

)QI Ye seen on a hInh3Id console. From 
1WPWt-h nasoos to MOgEr.hIlr more 
!Xhe!wor"dy specw!lEW""IS. Fusion IJ(998IlIS a 
hc)"nfc line-~, Md 1tlII)' ..-en't;...st vgy: 
some 01 these bosses 1W9 pIat'I no,t1trTl/reS, 

Md \hes(j en::or...->ters M quia IXl&aSiy 

With the rest of the g<WllEI, because 6lq)b'ng 

new aees IWld then en::or...->temg erld 
0YBfC0I'1"'WlQ their I1Cigenous Ii!&!orms IS ran;y 
a tillOrlil poo;u:t. Progess.ng between 

bosses C8'l be (J.IIte a tn.rdEt. rl !act ISO k;ng 

85)Q1 rsspect what the gMle"s aI aDr::U­

that IS: rlIIYIIr BM! !rIy stone l6"b:lrTbed, 

~ look at:he map k:r~ cia 
po!9'11la1 secret passageway. etc). And !hen 
they lock rn: tner8 ~ at ~ ttrae map' 

one-on-one oonf\rcts that I NM't I'OJ near to 

PlAng yoLX hai"" out 

But then ItoS IS a Nf"rteroo GBA gwne, 
not )USI ~ aappy f*n tJ&..-l that I'OJ 

co.Jd tlIl8I 9O'T\?Iy by t\tITWTe. III 81Wld A 
....tile smurta1EIOUSIy adero;;I a OIZZa, U<e 

the aIormlentrOOed 'rt:Isf)' fitlil. Fusion is a 
~ experierlce, not rn; because it 

most~ looks the pIVt but because it makes 

I'OJ tiN! ~ ~, I\"S 9O'T\?Iy not IM)Ittl 

bo!heri1g WIth r.rrIess l'OJ're"";ling to put in 

a ~ IY110Ult 01 eIIcrt. 
WIIdl is an onterestflQ POinI when )QI 

ronsrder that mosI MetrOO veIS shoIJd fnsh 

the gMl!I wothrn 8IXlut $0( to.rs 01 play tme 
A roewcorfW!r co.Jd p:'CiOabIy 8OcI8O'lOther 

ho:::II.J' or I'M) to that. but ItoS ~ 
roo-rarns a q..1e b'lef experience. 

~.rf"g the fP:TlEI abNs you to Irl<. 

L.p 'Mlh G<wnaOJ::,e MefrOO Prime in ordef' \( 



Iaoitate ... fWTlAaIed YI'IfSo;n cA It& aigInaI 

"<ES Metrod (wt.dl1S stOOK! en rflI'!!TUy 

I3d: - ... 00WJus siI1l cA r"W>tendo's oes.e 
:0 CCW'T'V1'U'Cate to everyone ;..st tlOYt' geat 
the Wies has eiways been, 

Number four Ia'geIy MlOUlts to more 01 
the same, The graphcs are excelle<1t. The 

axIIO ~ does ns job­
~ n terms 018 rail 01 S'MXlShy 
SOlT(j 9!1ect$. BlA \hi splCIiIy, aTW1ClU'i 

all I oospt'iEwe 01 the last nstamerrt. on the 

SNES. fUSI isn't there, M8ytle ~'s Srll)Iy the 

delivery 11 oec:t •• ", M8ytle LI's 9CfTlIIltn;j 
L"t'Or'8 ~ Itwl mat, 'Mlaleverthe 

case, thcu;11. tns 15 SIll ~ ~ 
G8A t·1e fn:rn N>r'!lIndo 01 Japin. 

'ro 

N.~tlon RoomI ( ......... ) ... <:n>eIIoI ......... '-! you', hNd 10< "*" .n ... c~ong "'*Y majof tI~ 
~ tram~. (_left.). all in. drjI" wort. s..m. ..... do not ""-~ Ighl-...; .. 
1_ rignt). _II1II in ""11'<1 ......... 1>011. TIuI_ no! _,100 many ~ _ ...... 

~"'f" 3, f. 1HI 

LOAO "" CODE 

So you'", ~ 01 tile many excepCiOtULI 

abilities yoo fioCqoI.Qd ... '/O'¥ IasC ""'*'" 
Wo s..,.,.. MMroId'I Then you', "..,. 10 iWIy 

on Ihe cotnpUIef ~ ..., thIir sylteil'I 

to. first. /cLnnuIIoI.1hIM CLnC1I more"". 
0L8CtJnd ...... 1hwn ~ lot doIonIc*I. 

~ 10 M): ""YF9on ~ 
....-cM lot ~ ..... ~. trd. 

PefIIIIps ~ why,*,-,~"'" ~ 
_ bot _otMco..-..-.. (In ocr... 
woous. oon' bit UJ)rlMd 10 pick iIWIgoiI up 
from ~ OIlIer Ihwo dOWnIoIt<I pconts.) 
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The Getaway 

Oddy,m...-"_tobe ... ay 
toc.-up .... ~nwp,~_ 
whII • worIIJng ~ 01 London .. "'"'I ... _. oXfirIIt. ~ 

W rere to begi!1? ~ MS beer1 socn a Klog 

tI'Tl8 SI"IOe E89's tTsl took, 3'ld that 

tI'Tl8 has ~ NIed ...,111 precictlOOS 3'ld 
~O"s Eklt, p&11aps bacauge at TeEm 

SotlO's gW1d dawns 3'ld Iilin:;IaI b8c1<.r>g, 

the rtn"(lU'S ~ been maIoaous, laced wth 

a I<nowJ'Ig rr'IIe In:! pe-ny 01 d9bJus 

~, Ma-y1)e ycv'l have heard thal 
the actual cost 01 making the game was far in 

exc::ess 01 the oIfICI8Ity stated £3m: ~ 
lhat, as soon as the teaTl g;mpsed GTAIII, 

the YA10Ie PfOI8C1 v.em back to the cIMig1 

Slage . Pur~. 7rJeGelaWayhasbeenlhEl 

lI'lWIttng b...n at M 1fldust'Y ,oke tor about 
lWOyeers r'(?N, IIrlCI ~'s tI'Tl8 we 'MOle a 

ptrd'*'I 'Mth scme Slbstanc:e 
To begin ",,111, me Getaway 15 roe( GTMI, 

~s Driver, A series cl 12 mssions take ycv 
ltmugl a stay in I'ttld'l ycv PaY 9X-(x)o 
M1wk Ha1Yro:1d. ~ those, a'ld 
~ re rewIrded w1'l 8f"Other 12, 1h6 tme 
gwng ~ ~ 01 renegade COP ex:: 
C31er n. stories fltlll'We<N€ , MI'ootJg1the 

delicacy Wl\tI ~ tris 1$ h:rded is 
SOI'T'II!Wla! 0"(IClIad by the scrlJt. more of 

wroct1lal9'_ ~1Og Garters missions 

proIIIdes a Free FI<' lm mode, wroct1 is sit 

"The Getaway is technically superlative. 
The question has always been whether rt's 
any fun, and those fears can be allayed too" 

n.. dfI\oInQ MCtIonI .,., enjoy.bie, H 
• ittIe too tImpIe. CompIMmg NCh 
mINion from be!Ilnd the .. hMI 11 • 
quallon 01 cM1_ .-.thw IhIn tkiI 
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roott.->;;j hke GTAIJI', rTlI!r8Iy otfemg the dWIoe 

to~ Team 5ct'o's London at ~ 

appOdd. '" '/fU ?Nn pa:::@_ 

~ .. apit r>10!WOor ~ 

~ • least cn& r:J....nich 'NIl be the 

~ fra.q"rt p.rro!I'f 10 a speofIect 

locatoOt\, ..-.:I one that w be the ttwQ:ler9on 

~ y,tJen ycv amve. DrMlg is....nere 
the GTA ~ are most app!Opfiale. 
SI"IOe th!I pa!t8m IS appro><Jmat9y the SMle: 

ycv steal • car, cn.e n fast, &lII9 II onto 

SO"T1I31tw'g, "'P88I1t'oe 1as~!WO steps ~ hi 
car ~ \hW1 gal out Md steal <n:l!her. 
Cor'"(roj IS frwI. darr'age os WEll ~. 
and ~ alllooi<s and feeisexcelen!. BuI these 
sec!oons are alSO abs!..f<t{ easy. SI('()8 ,ha 

poioe's intent on catctW1g you IEMiIs CIA very 
QJicIdy, 3'ld ctiw1g !mm A 10 8 becomes 
less a battle 01 skill, mora a Wi'I 01 aMt(ll'l 

0IASIde the car. predctabIe ~ 

appe¥ irTvnecIa!att_ The CIJ"TlElI"a is 1'1'ItaUlg. 

oIfI)org no maruaI COOIId on th9 rlg1I stock, 

Md c:ontrr.-ng 10 twist 11 dI'ocbons that rrq-rt 
well be onamatoC, but atefJ'l ~ 

n.. _~ "'Y _ ~ Of .... 1ed I\emt In IM game, but if.,.. ............. hen> ClllIind. w" 
ID ...... ~, nol only _ his body ..... ltMII, but his .... wNhM cIMn 01_ ,tubbom slllM 

conct.w;;\Ie 10 SI ling the >PI wtoo's shoomg 
ycv IlIh9 chest. That's exa:ertJated by tt'le 
autolock . ....nct1, wtje ~~, 

geI"lE!I"lItj locks you on Ih9 roost dMgefous 

enemy, Md makes c:ombal ITXlm ike a 

I\.dI'll8UI)' DfIBd /0 ~ts than &rind T1I8II 

Auto Ths IS a goocI ttw"G,~, SIIlC8 

ex\fa·vehde c.artlaIlS c::&"1aHy GTAIf's 
~ 8SP8CI. b.A ~'s s: .1..., lffllb1Ie. Md 

roost~~. rTlI:llhOO of figlllng , Lat9' 
levels have ~ SI&aith aspects, ....nct1 
v.«k J'OO9OI"latty weI. The sectoons ....nere 
ycv have to rot t..Ilder IEIsef tnpwres _ leSS 

su:cessf\.i. being a It.dcrous axa-roIa 01 
an::haIc ganII deIqI, ~ IJV9Il tna 

~ natu'e oIth9canEW"a 

ThIs bt IS~. Srny ha5 stated 
that The Getaway IS 8 Step lowards some 

tllyIhcaIlut...-e enltlf1annent rooo:itm. that ~ 

qaes fLJ:ther than My VId9oga'ne has gone 
before ~ Os "\111, Out ~ no! <Yways" 

the way rt hOO IJ11lCipated_ Fi"sl 7rJe 

Goolway's cnmaIOC arrbtKlns a"ll ~ 

by the SCI"(II, I'koCflIS notI'rg ~ of 

abysmal It 8 0'8Cl1 10 scme 01 the actors 
I-MlMld tI1aI they rrenage to tlm whi!I 
they've bgen IlStrucled la say i1Io sornetlV] 
approachIlg diIIogue, but It'S s1:l far below 
what you'd el<P8Ct from !he weakest poeoec 
st<aioj1t -Io-'KIeo cinerr\a. ~ ~ Or"ecbon, 

reaism arid focus. It's corneal 
Secxnd. betiod all the rmd<my 

S'N61rf1Q arid try-lWd lorh.re , The Getaway 
is rroraIy~. rotten to I'l9 COfl:I. 

Ham1cIld is 8 CU. c:OIc:uIess trug. a'ld h 

wmers' lack of (;fait mMlS that the t;:dy 



m::JI....ation we get frx hm k.IIirg fnends. 
enemies ai1d I"rl:'):',';ff byst1nders ,s an on , 
repeated plaJntrve ay of, "I'm doing n b 

Aiex'" Alex is Hammcod 's 500 , kidnapped 

by a local cmle boss. and one of the ttwlgs 

Mark does Ifl'\oO\tes stooltlg a BT lJ"Iilorm, 
breaI<7lg Wlto a police stalton. offr.g a 
~ed' COP. and then l<Jikg plenty mo<e 

rlflOCOOt ones on the way out , 1ho:e is 00 

optlCtl hem, ~ the piayff does oot c:orrPY. 
~ 's game CN€r. and Edge 'M'.YIdars V>toat 

motivated BT to lend ,ts in~ !O an 

ooterpOse which seems predeshned b 

"""" ... 
St ... b th::lsoJ wOO aren't worried about 

the diroctlCtl that Team Soho is \r','tlg 10 take 
g;mng in. ridJlg arOl.fid (¥1 ampty, '28 Days 

Laler' -s~llcodon IS jaIy good 1111. even 

more so d \"O<ire aware oI...tIaI lcodon's 
rsaIy like. and theres Mrtle oo..tJl that The 

Geraway IS tectnicaty &.periatlVe . The 

epeslton has aiwirys boo1 v.tIelher its ¥r'I 
W. and \h:'):S(l fears aJrl be aIayBd too. 
because ~ IS. to a palatable eXloo\. &It n's 

not the ~ we were prOmS(ld: at 

t.mes ~ S aknosl iII1lbBrTassing. and all too 
obvioos I'koere ttose WefU rtfT100JS I'l<M! 
sp-urg from. All Edge Sony COIltacl wOO 

works outsKie 01 SCEE made some inlerral 

enQllf1€S as to its reputation. and got 
ootlWlg but hoo."Y.h(nda(j dISrrfssaIs ill 
retlJ:T1 , The sad thng IS that 0V0I)'0rl8 wants 

to hate The Geraway, and. wha:ever its 
fillits. rt deseM:!s better th¥1lha! 

Edge """", 

Tile game's awr<><>eh 10 diak>gue appea.-. lo bo 
simple: ~ IMy'(fI ",.ice, add background static; 
~ 1l1ey' .. 1\01. mah them use 'adun' tar.guall" 

Ghost town 

~inW9. 1"12. E l l~ 

clearl)t!M Il'OS! visible ftal'ill Team Soho's 
lon<Ion is 1he lack 01 ~ _ pIayt!or-a rarefy 
wit ....... mo(fI thM ,, <10,..., at <>"IOe - bYl _ 

........ ! """"4' """ -. though proper 
!XlI"ogeSOOn rlICIOOl"'" would maI<e for a r:oor 
!J'fll't. OIher CO<lC8SSioos inclo.>:;Ie !M absoeoce 

of smaller oode<oa<Is and aIIey$, anti (IO'f>Mc 

1icMCfI-<Ief .... toog shopfroots. which mask some 
spoIClfic places Edge tried !o fin<!, Still. ~·s J 

phenomenal adUev8<lleI1110 gel an ~I 
_ big thts c\o$/t 10 its In",*",,,,,,. partioo~ 

with 00 en-root. loading, 



AllhouOh Ih~ slyl~ and philosophy of 
Sh;nobi is enlire!)' faithful 10 the ""me'. 
20 P<'&decusor., Jo<t M~sashi ia only 
availabl. as a playablft charact~' alt~r 
~noogll.-.:rello~"". have b~ found 

Shinobi 

L ike NiIlteodo, Sega has been busy 

~Ing CWle Of its dassic 8116brt 

franchises, and ~ has ~ to steer ctoor 
of sMlIy procix:c,g a sJao.ish ~te, Weed 
~ 's a mark of the company 's achievement 

that it has I'!l'IIMld memories 'Mthout 00rg 
suffocated by them, and resuscita:ed Gfi oId­

skooI dEMlIopment phIosoptry ""thou! 
produciog a game that feels datBd_ And 
<b:Ml~, Shinobi is a game that a'foo:Js 

~ the opport~ to fool very, very cocI, 

as they str'ng together elaborate death· 

dealing COf'lbos and negotiate trea::hrous 
erMro:"mefIts at hgh speed 

Oral again, _'re back il the realm 01 

the nonsensical pbl. featLX'ng supemruLnll 
f()"'(':eS. $Ol.I·ealng swords . .:rId a clash of the 

old and ne'W as antqJatBd rivalries explode 

agarol the tql-Mse badld-op of a ~aguety 
M1.ristoc Tokyo. Ttus ~ is thal (';IIx:m dan 

leader HoIsuna finds twnseIf faced IMlh the 
realimated corpses 01 his cIansmer1, 

"det(l(ll'W"lEj(j to avenge the death of r.s dan_· 

IMlich turns out 10 be an entirely appropriate 

r1tn:xj.JCtm to the actJon, SIflC€ ths 8-fTl(]oIje­

r1/used _ 01 style IS CWle oIthe game's 

ruef strengths, HoIsuna W<s ~ just 

Slandng st~, but he ca'l also scale waIIs.:rld 

dspatch several enemies at coce IIoiltl a 

<i"anatic Tate ITK',)\,'(I (9€le AAlIjH<i power). 

Granted, the game doesn't stand out 

rraphical~ n conventionaf terms -
nolWithstarding rut, scenes, v.toid1 are 

bealllifuly realised, Textt.reS.:rId 

"Aerial combos frequently occur above lava­
filled pits or sudden-death drops, as well as 
presenting a means to reach difficult ledges" 

Succe.$Iul ex...,u,"o" of Tate moves are 
,.warded with quick Cui· """" ... Ihat 
add 10 the ov""'lI sen ... of styll!.h cool 
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erMrOIYOOI"ts aren'l exactly b<eathtakJr,g, for 

example, but this 15(1 '1 a game about the Pi 
01 e>qX:mg iltrJCate/y detailed environneots, 

n's a game atout the .... sceral t!ri of 

0YB!C0fT1I09 onemies IMIh easy apIo:TtI . lJI<e 

rts predecessors , this game reqLll1lS, via a 
steep !iffIcl.ity CU'\Ie and vaious llfixI<.abIe 

extras, that you play through erMrt::«f)Ol()S 

repeate<:ly - they're not cIesirTOO la be seen 

and er10YBd once. they merely pn:M:le a 
ftrctKJnaj backd-op tcr frenetic a:::tion_ 

And ~ that actiorl islllderiably 

sirfl>Ie, rt's ent.-ety engt>SSIng. Afte<" the r1It~ 

stages of the game, HoIsuna's sword, 

~. pt{Mdes perpetual im>etus; rt you 

don't daim 9I"OlJ9'l SCUS, rt woI begin to 

d<wTl r.s, addng Gfi lI'genI incenlMlto 

The gam<>~ eighl stages consist of. coupte or Iev~ls ~ach, and Ihe~ all build ~p to impreSSive bon 
encounl ..... boasting aulh...,licaliy ,etm level. of dltrK:u~y. Judic"",sly execul..ct T8te -.:llons are us. 
Ih~ ~...,. 10 success; bullhey',. more easdy sakllhan done, .nd frequently ,equl'~ ........ al attempls 

speedy J)<09"€SS. ~~, HoIsunas 
stealth dash proves [lI1 e$SIlI1haf skJ to 
~et n orcIe-' la awid eoemteS and attack 

their wool< SiX'ts It's atso an e$SIlI1tJat 

~ of aenaf combos. v.toid1 
frequenUy OOOJ above fava·filled pots or 
sudden-death drops, as well as pmseot<ng a 

moans to reach diffi(:U:t· to-ao:::ess ledges 

and waIIs_ IMlICh is just as well. SIOC(l effaenl 

routes WI~ have to be quockIy WCtked 001 io 

order to reach the boss that awa.ts at the 

end of rM3fY level. 

~ from g.ant sPOOrs. detncric 
moltls.:rld snake,spev.;rg weathenneo. 

these <re t.ni'Ysrsaly ~, pouvIdir'g 

an effectM'! cooa to each stage and a 

00mandirg test 01 skis Iea'ned oY€< lhe 

COOJSe of the game, &nl, some bosses a-e 

a test of tenaaty 'alher than ski, which WI~ 

no oowt deter aI but the most determined 
garners_ But whie an irdsp,Jtable degree 01 

rwsmess i1evilabty proO.x;:es t;xlttlenecks 

that can only be beaten I'I'Ih perseverance, 
the ease WIth which early levels ca'l be 
repayeo .s a sign that progress is no rardon 

feat, but n tact reiarlt on the mast6!Y of aI 0 

Hotsurna's acticrls_ And rt's lhe challenge of 

achie\Iing Ihs mastery that L.OdeIpIOs the 

sausfaction offemd by Shinobi. 
~ lSf1't a g<¥ne that IxJasts ~saf 
~ and it's certarly rot periect, 
Never\hejess, this is a soicty en1ertafling 

tJtIe, and ample justice for a fc:trly 

~-
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Akujiki power 
The game', cent,,, mecl\ar:1ic is !tie Taw 
1oCtO:1. By ~ __ -.- in 

quock~. -..an per'Iorma 
Tar.. mcwe. ~ iI _ Dy. styIistI 

aa---.e tnd .. ~...-.o..nt 01 y., 
__ to '"'" IN ..."..,.,.. AI<iIIiki 

swonj ~ ~ ~ IN eIIicacy 01 

i-IoIamIo"~-, PI<"«lII an 
__ ""tomasl. ~ 1II ....... tnd 
_ .. tobe~. tnd DyIN onc! 

01 IN ~ I*)ws .... ,... hM:I to mast .. 

IN 10'1 oIlIIWII!IW1 onc! ~~ 

ram -.- to o:IestI'O)' !hem 

!n addltlon!o thl blood!hl .. ty A,kuJikIIWord, 
play ... havI I variety of ""'ckl at !~ 
dlopoul, 1nc1ud1"9 nlnJut ... magic and 
sl>urik ..... thou\lh \he !euer don'! _to b<o 
u .n.ctlv ... they war. In tha hudy doors of 
the Mu,,,, Sy.t .... and the Meg.a onv. 
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Resident Evil 0 
<-omot:GameCut>e ~:Copcom ~ In·_ Poce:$50(£321 _ :o..,l"" .. (US~MarehZOO3(\JK) ~"'E112 

~~----------------------~--

First, awc:ro ~ w.vrorg: this game 

cooliins ~ backctc:ps. loading 
IiCfflenS betweefI each area, convc>Iuted 

iOcIes. pedar1t1C l1ventCt)l manage<nar( ;n::I 

~ <Nercomplca!OO plot. ~ also foallJUS a 

XII'llroi sd'eme that is essern.aty the sane 

as that used n prevIOUS Residant EW games. 

So !hose garners I'ko::J remairl rlOfllIussed by 
the ResIdent Evi formtJa and alioo.ated by ,IS 

C01trd schame WIll tnd ittle ho;)nj to pe<SUade 

!hem that they've rrosjudged the entm senes. 
But /co-!hose who doo', have <Jni lI'Tatooal 

~ to the forrnI.Ja. ths prequeI is 

iroOthef eIeg<Y1t1y ~sed ex<mple 

Granted, the \WO ~ IfltroductO'lS -

sMtching bet'Ml9ll t.....:J characte<s and the 

aboIaioo ol tern boxos - do ittle 10 

Ol';!ingUsh trus from pmvbJs trues. Desple 
the absero::>e of item boxes, fflentOl)i 

management J'f.lffi(lins a cn6aI ~ 10 

progress. <rod you'l s til have to backtrack to 

pd< l.oP it€ffiS MeanwhIe, the necessI\y of 

sMtching bel'MlOO the games protagonslS 

(rookie cop, Rebecca 0larTbers <rod 

escaped CO'MCI, BiIy Goan) IS so """'" 
executed cnd so ~ ontegrated that ~ 

ba-eIy leels like a departtre la the series. 

Ard Okewrse, \txJ...gl the ~ am 
S!~depicted. ~te..,;tI1 

atrnosphooc deW such as OJI1ains !ha! rutI\e 

.., the wird, they do little to listir>'psh 

Ihemse/ves from the G<meO.be ~ 01 
Resit:i<Ylt EW ill toons 01 tectr.ical QJ<IIIy. 

But ~'s w:;.rth p:W1t0'lg out that there am 
several reasons fcr the pof.'ll.larity of en; 01 

C<!pcom's flagship lnnchises. Am Residant 

Evi 0 rrIaII1tains ill oIlhese haI!marI<; leatllllS, 

such as a rneasuoo baIa'l<.'.le bel\Yeell 

lltellectual dlaDengos and insllnCluaJ ones, cr 
the (1adua1, reveLsnory exploration. l.J<:e a 

...;doogirne case study of Ookham's razor 11 

acrion, ResK:itYJt &i 0 ~ that ~ 

strip r:<w<ry layers of geographcal super1k.IIty 

fi order to tolow an esse<1toaly linear path 

m:m beglfYirg to snd, irr'pa1ng a $Lt)I,meIy 

jX)ISOO rI1ythm to !he pa;e of discovery. 
Aro I!'S equaIy v.Q1h rx.>intng out that 

,..,st matching the tectlnical excelence of the 

oogIlaI G&neO.be Resideflr EvilS cffiafl'y 

no shortccming; ResK/etl/ Evi 0 is a beau\ifLi 

g<vne - breamtakif4y so at times. Irdeed the 

game is every b<t the eqlJil! of ~s ~ 

prOOec;esso<. <V1d one of Its g<eat strengths is 
the manner If) whictl tt treads f~ gr('lU)d, 

yet remains flndanootaly engaging - a 
COIlSOerabIe achevemen! in ~seff 

&Mrl' .rt' tEll 

As w~h every previous Residenl Eri bl». 
comj>leting the _ unlocu ~ 
coslume., as well as an "",orta"'ng lU!>game 

Each MW d\apI.- Wlltllo _ EvI 

series Ms introduced • hatIuI of tom.o::us 

plo( twists and cnIiI<eIy NmIIl .... 

conv<lllto:>ns. ~ Evil 0 cIoMfll 

diMppoint. in!~ J_ Man::us as 
~ 00--_ of l,JrrbeII (to;o.n 
5p8n<;er and AstllMIl. and IIddW\g motfI 

confusIrIg details oT IIle various .....-s 

(fNous, GN ...... Progenrtor VVus. "cl 
that M"" fealLJff!d so far ~ aM ,_ 

seveml quest""'" (!of example, '" Bity 
"""""""1- 001 \hOW1, .,lwnalll<lll<llive 

consistency Ms """'" been ItIIo 
~"0I a good B-rJ'IOVie, Of ~ 

8 B-"""""'"-fI.1""""""" vIdo!ogarno 

.... thoooh a few lami ll", Ift"** and lealm" s make. retLKn ""pearllflCe. C8pc0m hftsalso...en lit 10 
inlroduce se_RI new elements, including an ex~nded and pre<lorninanlly aQuat", bestial)' 
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Rygar: The Legendary Adventure 

TIM ranll'l of enemies lllal you lac" In Rygar 
i, r.aml~ I la\l98fing - mostfy you' ll iust ~ 
fta lllno IIlrough on'"'.t worm',lJ)righlly Imps 
arid float ing H allo' ..... BUllhey' ''' ~mp/\llood 
for your disl<afmor, al",wing you to buik! Y"'" 
strength up lor the 00" battles 

Fought for food 

JL>S\ 6k" c:nr",,.,,,,, Ryg. 'eatures a IuII-oo 
11gh1"'9~. ReI.....,;r,g10 one 

location In !he Iava-ridOen """'""" .... and 
tri!.Jlleril>g a .wit"" 1'8 ....... a .... In !he 
Q<OI.O>d. through whIct1lies .,,, .. upon "' ..... 

oJ diskam>of fod<Io!<. EacIl subsequent """" 

oIret5 a I""\t* chaIleonge, increasingly 

hardV ~ spawnong and respIIwnong 
unti you'", at1he ~ bfH<: 01 cleath. And 

"""'" you think you ",vft take any mor\I, 

you can ""'1O!he ....-l_ In \he b/lnI< '" an 
ftY" - but you wM' D<I rewar<led for ~_ 
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Ry~ scenery I. go<g&ous, pretty """"Oh 10 
qUHtion why moN! ~ designers haven', 
lak .... ad\lantagoo of th" . ra. MId<!" Eanh and 
""acft .... a ll well and good !)ut oo",.,ime* Edge 
Jus, feels l ike smashing a Mlnotaur's rac. In 

W ere tt.s you- first gmpse 01 Rygar -

were \'Ul mt already aware ~f its pIoc:l 

.. garrWlgS hoSTory - you 'd be Ico"gMln for 
lhni<Ing that it 's a reN Caj:x;om franchose to 

accornpa-oy 0nimush8 <YId DevrI May Oy on 

thf.W sequential roods to ffiarlciaI security. AI 
the company s.gliIltxeS am there, thero's the 

1.Jsdo::MJs, stalK: scenery: the ..,.:qadeable 

~: the camon fQdde( that bUlds yr:u 

slats before a boss fight. ActLJai/y, it's just as 

dose to the later Fm FanrasyS. ~ 11 
scq.>e but rr'()r(J tIriWlg .... (Vl nstant. 

Tracirg a path tl'YolJgl fK:1Ionai ancieIlt 

hstay, taking in AAst011e , ClEq)atra and all 

rrta'YIer 01 gods, t'lE! stay's esseo:;e can be 

stripped down to a simple 9flOO.1ilh pren1000 ' 

save the pnncess, Ryg<r is a SOO::Joer who 

Sj.)eCIaIJses inl.lSiOil fnsboo·styIe d.scs as 
irr'p'essM)/y OOStr".;lMl weapoo:y, Do.sing th 

course 01 the game he coIects ItYoo 
'diskarmors' , each of whoch C<Vnes a dif'erenI 

OO'narrtal spont - sea, fif'€l or wind - and 

allows spec.aj r1'"IO'JeS and combos 'ht'ief1 
aqUpped. Combos are simple rtr,1tmic 

patterns 01 circle and X, while spedaIs Gal 

forth spnls of the diskamu to fi4lt 0f'I 

Rygar's side , Nke Fm Fanrasy's gu<Vdans 

ArxJtllef FF-rsm: each cl<sc ca'l be 

sqt..ipped wrth up to lOUO' magK:aI Slcoes, 

whoch 1Wll hodcieo1 aromct the beautifuly 

iIJs:rated uri\!e(Se, The SIO!'IeS cI"a1ge attacl 

and def€!OC(l powers, or add special moves, 

or madly the weaporl'S e'fects, and finclolg 

them airs ....rut \'oil bmg players back to 

R;gar at:er they've completed the game 0f'I 

the hardesl 01 4S difficulty ootmgs, They "'50 

provide a w<!y 01 balardng the game, Sf"IOO ~ 

a boss is proIIir.g too <iIfictJt, a side quest to 

lind a uselLA stcoe may hfJjp wrrneastJ'ab/y, 

That's IoIItlat Rygar IS all a.!xxJt. 01 ccuse 

the I:>::>sses, SmJ, there's merr.;nlt,lIe stuff 

eI~; the w<!y rt::ds crunbIe into dust 
whoo ycu dskarmor strikes home, or the 

intricate WiW the levels cu1l1to tI1ernse/IIeS, 
new aooos ~ up in cOd k.lcalbns as 

Ryga" learns 10 use his diskarrror as a 
means of transportatUl. Sometmes the 

path to the €«I ttYov;tl incroosan<jy hard 

mythobgicaI enemies appearo all too 

obvious, too inear, too lrit'g , and garners 

may s:art 10 questiorl quite Wrr, they' rtj 

stornpng aroLXld ... 1Iiflg small worms before 

beilg strong to:llI'jl to tackle bigger 0!'IeS 

But the smoke and mirrors rrcs:ty WOI1<s, 
and Rygar provides ~ absorbing ha'f­

oozan hao.ss of hrt and myth adventure 

SeRl AA I ' le 



Sly Raccoon 

M cMng platforms, cfisI<1tegratirg 

platforms, 808I1l'f seqrno:::es, aIam 

secp..oences, shny oqects to coIect.lt seems 
as long as !here are c.:onscMes ttlero wiI be 

platform games cd\apsing ba<':;k 00 !ha same 

:t::I stock eIemeflts. IMliIe !he likes of Jak and 
Daxter and R8rchet & Oank ~ tried 10 

advance !hs genre. mergong platfOOT'lll"l9 w1h 

sctoOll octventlre, Sly Raccoon has no other 

1iI'lltlo!.<'Yl thar1 to be a rx,>iished , tradit!onal 

lOO. 11 is Cmsh Bandicoot . And juslli<e 

Crash. rt 's a 101 01 fLn BecaLtSe onstead of 

bwanHooklr.g ambitlCtl, you get weI· 
trodden gamepIay competanUy ciaM:lred on a 
oenseIy pocI<ed. ceI -shaoed come word. 

You pay Sly, latest iI1 a blg IIle of f<YTlOCl 

ra:cooIl geflt~ thiev8s, Vv'I'len!he /¥lWyS 

000k of stealing lednQJes - 'The TllIevUs 

FIa:::c.oc:o;s' - is Slc.>Ie'l by five c:rrr.oaIs. you 

rrusl tra\Io3j 10 thair domans and drTtl,;.rnp 
and rlJ11hrougtl several platform StagBS 0"1 
the w<rJ, ycu ooDect ooins (100 prwdes a 

krty 00rsesh0e v.ncn absorbs one poI1t of 

damage) and bottles (30-40 willrtx:k I18W 

1l1CMlS), Sly C<iI1 also d<:.>..bIe ~ and ht 
I!f1OOloeS or catch h:lid of hooks wit/l his SlICk 

And that's thal. Edge 00LJd be desa'bng 

<YlY post·Mario platform game. But despte 

the atavtsnc rlat<.lr'a of !he gamepIay, th&-e 1nl 

some reat touches. A few IEMJIs take !he 
foml 01 races or shxJ~ng dlaIIenges to break 

14l!he platf:JlTllirg , and the bosses all'I<M; 

(pJri<s - one (Ms RLtly !he ~ aIIgalorj 

I,MlI1 chaIIeI"ges yoo to a PtIRa,opa-style 

rhythm acHon fac:e-olf 

The Iocatloos ae ~ nicaIy desognad 

too: from !he swamps of Haill to a brash las 

'Algas-style ~ dty. AI are pocKed WIth 
perlJheraI detail. arxl have rOO oepth and 

good trffle·dimensKJmI structufe - oftm you 

see sections al:x)v(!, below and fW off " the 
distance that aft! yet to be tacI<led , SurprIses 

keep~, too. On the Chtla level, you 
sllike fil'll'lYO!'ks to reveal coins - but this also 

sets the firewcrks oft, gMrg you a sh::<1. buI 
cob.rflj display. little tariles, but wor.h so 
rro:::I1....tos<1 you're in such famlar tenitO!)'. 

Sly Raccoon, then, gets aI tile basics 
r'qlt The ~a - the bane of most :ID 

platfooners - ~s wet, ~ iI klt of 

plal'!lf fOtatbn ;nd mruI'y puttLflg yo.; i1 

(!(ngeo'- by panning ilWilY ill cruci1lIlTlOI'Tl8(lts, 

n's no! ~oJt , t:ut there IS replay value {see 

Sly or~llm) . For PS2 owners WiII1tng a 
good-k.x:>ki1g strdl down rnerroy Iarla, 

this IS €W'l9iIQing !of the most part. 

Six )Ut of tal 
The IIIIITI" mix ... traditional ~alfotm challer>ge • • • ""h as perl""tJy limed and accurate juml», 
w~h run mini_II""""'_ The dir\-tra<* 'ace in the second world labo.e rlgMlls a good enm~. 

This .",u.lI~ OVOfpoW.""9 ~ i. If<)m the 
lirl&l world. IIIak80 a lew mi<1ulH 10 pk:1< Dui a 
... Ie fOUl •. Enjo~abJy brain·teasi"9 stufT 

Sly organisation 

Each 01 11>0 /Mo I:>osses in the game has 

!heiJ 0- rWn based in. (!iIT.,....-,t p.YI 

ollhe world. These .-",. "".ft a central 

hub with u:.uaIy _"" '1a\JeS cornirI<l off 
whoctI 'PJ can tack~ in ¥fY order. The 
garnt IeI$ yoo go back to any stage at any 

tme 10 """"'" eloll bottles and INm new 
1IlOVf!5. Yoo can also I/O back and _ aklty 
stock up on lives and ~. It', a 

IIICfI opM system, whid1, ~1tIe 

baOdies 'tarll)MIIfIg lrustratingly IIaItI to 
-. stops 'PJ g.ong .......... Getting b$at? 

Just sl<>ck up and 90 

09 ' 



Unreal Championship 
F , ,-," ICl>o.o. 

Weapon$ flOnge In:>m U .. _ ! ...... ull riIIe) 
10 !he .... ry (rock .... If,unc'*l. The .oom I~ 
011 tIMt "lItmwlII goun '- PWtieua.rty pleasing 

Terrahawks 
k1 ttw~,.....::-:.;_==c--­

~\'CIJllM_by'fO'.Jf 
__ ina~OI\ltICI'IIIItone_ 

~ . .,.,..-~ 
Ha-<o.l<ng ond loIIda M:Im~' lE. Ilapec:IS """'" _ I'Ie -.et • ~ond __ .,.,.. __ 

01'lOI .". bHn <IItorted by 1W -=t CIf 
tr~tIlrougha~~ 
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The _ counw i\Op nght of .... le.-.) 
II1II,," 11 IntO IhilIUIOlc --. _ 100_ 
you CM en' ... -.- . "-'- toudI .. _ 

• 

I f tM ~ aspect cA l.h'sIW 

~ oS II1','tIWlg to go l:1y ~ hen 
Xbox live IS .., II'OO..tlIe Arena combat ga-nes 
Ne hardV the most difficU:t to de9q1- S\.n! , 

!here's ~ ~ Md b.JcIctt Alto 
ta.w into corltlidtl ...... , - but rt's been done 

SO rTIiJ:lY tmes tIebe that ',QU v.o.Jd hope a 
d8canI el!ort COUd be ao:::he\.OO after so 
f'T'Ui1 tme n ~t. 

h sr.o..Jd be stated hem that this IS a 

rfM(JW 01 the ~ game tnt· 
UnIortLna!ety. the nflaslr\JctU"e IS S(JI not 
avlIIIabIe 10 play /.bBIIJ ~ a:::ross 
the Xbox !..Ne SI8I'\IIC8, but you C3'l expect an 

i.4Jdaled rfNtf1N ~ the orW1e ~ 
IS loP and ruY'Iing . While it may seem a inle 

...-IIai' to focus 01'\ ths 00t-<riJ version, 

there's 1lI'1CJl.9l6'Jldence 10 suggest thal rt's 

~ ~ 10 IIlII J.tcrosott's cnre <Ir8ilm 

to the masaas. 
Ola 01 the IT\aI(\ prOOIems IS a fla'neoata 

that has a tendency to Urd1 at <:::f1.JCIl:II 
moments ... thEt gar'l!I. Thos is most app«ent 

v.hEn you encotX1ter _aI oppcM ~ lIS 

0IlSCI8en III the same !me. WtoIe ~'s ~ 
bad eoouo;tIm tPOII h 0YIIfaI_ 01 
speed Md ~csm ~ doesnl agar well 

kxthaXbox~~. True, 
lJnreaJ (';twnpiot1Shp beIrs a good deal et 
~ to /.hB8I TOU'TlWI'IIW aw 
E 117). WIIh the lI,xb:n 01 a few extra 

amas. but Ih8 _ tectncal8XaIIence 

Md ~,ust anthem. 
T>la usua!1ll,>; of ganes .s <MIiIabIe­

Deathmatch.~, CaptLXe the Flag. 

pUs the moderatei't' 8I11ert.1fTo;j Bcmbr'lg 

Ro.n. n ~ PI<¥!rS must score 8 pore by 

sI'1cXllr'o;I a ball tI'rougl a goal. but there's 
nahng here that ha!lnl been done bell. In 

other ~ games. ~ 10 the 

mago')alI\Ie chaIenges Md ~ 
g<rnes in Tm&Sp/ffl8r.l2. UrreaI 

~ lab Ja- short . n. bols 
IBSpO'ld COIl1J)8I8I,tly tor the most PM. but 

sometrne6 tal to CO"MIlC8 you that they in! 

I..\'lOO" a'lY ......, of ~ wha19OEMl(. Ws 
<W1 average expeo:ienoo thafs LRkeIy to 
mxess;:rryone wt'ioll already ~ against 

beI1€W" boIs 1I'I00t'lElrgames. And ItYo.Jg1the 
~ System Ln< oplIOIlS r..-gs ClAy 

~ modfWat9ti. 
or CQ..r.JEI. pIayng orWle, W1th the 'ooce 

COtT'I'1'Ulca.tor er«lIed (soo T~) 

ro..kl tr..-.storm the eJ<P!lIienCe. Edge hopes 
that 0ytaI Extf9(Tl9S has saved the 

best lII'I!'las! k:I' Ut<~_ 

to-



Battle Engine Aquila 

O
n the Slrlace at least, Bartle Engne 

AqtAa bears ocme resemi:JIin.::e to 
Rages tqOfalje G!Xl Metal (E ll!). BoIh 

ganes have a'1 ~s on I:jg gLflS, age 
expbsions <YId ffi!t118fWl9!y large boss 
BrCOOJlI8fS. There's also \ha fact that ooth 

have a craft that can Mer between land and 
air ccmbat. acl(ing consi<.l€<abIe Slrarego::ai 

depth to the stoot 'em ~ d'yt'a1lic , &JI 
there the ccmpa'lSOOS ITUSI 00(1. because 

Lost TOiS' medl We displays a pdish that 

was rrlssirg fK:m its cI<'.lsast sptrtIu.ai rival 

Indeed for such a roodest UK 
deYebpmerlt hcuse the game exudes a 

contideooo and a1t8l1t01 to 00tai !hat can 

match <nytt-Ong comng out of japa'l. The 

hgl pt'O(kllCfl vaues are <riy let clown by 

the I1SibIe ruH,oenes, COllplete "';th poor lip­

synchn:J and stod\ Russian accmts, wtict1 

cb .!tIe to dispel less desirable stereotypes 
about~nes_ 

Fran the very first missi(ln, Bawe Eng¥Ie 

/IqJiIa wins you <:Nff 1Ioi!h its rTYTlooacy. 

At!touo;tl there are few shades of grey n the 
gane - the ~s fcrres (the ForsetJ) _ 

~. the eoemy's (the MuspeI) red - the 

desogn has c::Iea'1y be€n tailored to deWer aII­
out acllon that leaves you WIth no tme to 

dwell en plot cr morality. This IS an oo·sKooI 
shoal 'em ~ dyrI;'fflc that 's been gaceUy 

translated "\0 a 3D arena. The weajXln 

e!fOCls are powOOLA, the oxplosions ~ 
<nlthe pac;rg 'MOll honed 

But Battle Engne AquiIa fals to 00Irve< 

E'f'lOlJ!tl variety 10 make it a class.::. Too rrt.'nf 

mssions fM:l/IIe destfOYlfl9 the same LOt 

types 0\I!lf and CNef again wiTtwl the 
Iranework of slm!ar oI:ljoctivBs, This ~'t 

be so rotJ<.'.laable ~ !hem was mew tacllcal 
nuance to the game but the broOO sweep 

P"lJ<Tlsed in e<V1y ~ smpy isn't there. 

The noIiorl that you ccu'd drect the lbw of 

baule is orly margirlaly tcu::hBd lW1-
Mostly, it's obvious whIctl LJrots 10 take out 

first (~. those closest to \'UX loo:es) and 

!his IS lJI1derInad by rnlss<orl ~les Iran 

\OX HO that prunpt you 11 a giwn (irnctoo. 

Despite lhs, the frenetic ;nd ~ 

natlZll of rtoe ccmbat never makes you feel 

that thiogs <re getting lOO repel"'" .. , and the 

occa.sir:J',aI Sl.-prise (see Mega txJssi and 
branchiog SIru:;tt..ffl wII have you corrW1g 

back for moro. AJlhoogh it do .. sr<t ql.iIB 

~ lhe epic fool Edge had hoped for 
Baftie Engtlle AquiIa ..... Itn! those 

addicted to carr.a deslru:;tion. 

ten 

A'Iuila i~ e.tnome/y alle~ 10 water and in cmain missioos rt's necessary to hop 
lrom o ne eral! to soother fright). Weapons ono ~ected by p",uirog t!>e le!! triwe< 
and it'. vital to use tfle de!Ofmable naluno of your era!! to maximise destruct"'n. The 
PS2 version of Bal/M £ng''''' AquUa promisu to offe r a .... ar·identical . , ...,-i.ne. 

Mega boss 
GO!! !hr-ough !he ranks 01 ann<:u dMsions 

and gun turrets and on CfJI'Ia.in mossion5 )'OU 

wiI be lOCoed with oneol!he game's 

e't~ t>osseo.. ~ eacn CM 

be taken 001 by !V'IdOlg "" ~' _ . it's 

!he scale 01_ beI>ernoItI5 !hat reaJt; 
Onpr""""", Watdling as they <Iisappear ;,to 
a CI\JfTlIJW>g tJ8ap Os terriI\caIy """"fyi'lg 



Mini Moni Shakkato Tambourine 
1'<"'0<1: PSono f\bIoshooo ; s.ga DoMlOoper. Sonic To.am Pnoe ~9,800 1~1),---c::==-:~:'=OO=. '(~=~:"'('='='=O'":","-____________________________ ~~== 

Shake arrows can be .ubslantiall~ more compl • • 
th. n basic vc or V oIIapn. e.pected ly, It.-... ·• 
a certain 'acli18 IIlrill10 come from t,acklr.g an 
erratic zlg -zag In time wHh hYP"f""lhle pop 

096 

Backgrounds certainly . ren'I •• preny u S.mba's but this barely Impacts on tile " 'pe<ie""" land 11 yoo' ... 
1/01 lime 10 study I""" 11>8<1 rov $hould probably be thin lu"9 at>oo\ the professional tambourine circu~1 

It was ShakkalO Tarllbotri"le in the arcade, 

and, gMlI) Saga's finanaal state. t 

expected it to stay there . Then came the 

rruMormat strategy~, and 
then the OONS that the folovv-up \0 samba 

de.Amigo was head!ng to PSone. That was 

SUfI'.:o100 e<u..>;j1; even more so was !he new 

that the 9'fllIl was 10 be resloe<.ed Wlth 

scogs from kidde J -pop grI)<w1d MInI Mc:tli, 

and reIJralded accordingly 

But desp<te the SClIlIC makocNer, the 
g<WOO rernair1s the same, a pIayed-straigl1t 

pefClJSs.ion 500 of Samba. Dots radiale from 

the C<JfI1re to one of six targets, 'NhIctl 

ropllS03(\! p:linls I'Ihem the tamlxoine 

shcUd be heK! IIJhen the dots strike the 

target. the ~ sh:MJd be I'dding the 
~19 in that p;l(\lcuIa'" a'&\ (top, midcI 
or bonc:m, on either their Ie1t or ngtlt) and ha 

to perfcrm en appropriate act......" dopend!ng 

on the cd:.:u of the dot ThIs is wtoere the 
g<rne d:'fers from its fo:elather - a large 

padded button on the lace of the tambouin 

aIows the game to donsrentiate be\weer1 

shakes a'1d bashes, da.tirg the cornplexll} 

of the Dreancast rhythm -act ........ classic:. 

The pose calls am g<.YlI.l , too. replaced 

Wllh drawn-wt am:ms that mark patils 

tt..-oogh the sky, paths whicti the p/ay(lr 

must trace at the correct speed, aI whiie 

~ 0If1d I<J'l9Ing <>'ld, aIrrost certalrly, 

gimacIng a Iottle. Mo Mori TarTJl:>oWne is 
~ pulshing. m.x;h ITOI'e so than 

S8mba, since the majo<ity of the effm is 

tiruc!ed to'War1'.1s one am. This also 

impacts a ittIe on the effoctiveness 01 the 

rnoYemenI sensa, <>'ld crl-i I\a1ltlOyant 

Amigos used to sMtd"Wlg sdes >Mth lheI" 

maracas ...... fix:! the irarlSltKXlS fnxnlelt to 

n<jlt a:mpIete.'y parless 

Stl, the eqo.ipmBnt is ftrodanootally 
SOlX1d, as IS the softwate . Twenty Mri 

Mcri scngs are rrmadoale.'y ;:MlIIabIo for 
~ s/laI<J"g, a'1d the game gades 

pIa;qs llSiog an llrlSU'pIlstlg~ smiar 

(albeit rro::h ITOI'e forgr.t1g1 syStem 10 
samba's The ~s, 1hJug'l. is on 
rruI!JpIa\"3l", whicti is whEre those p<epaed 

10 import two tarnl:>olri>es VIIiII profil most. 

~ >Mth Samba deknlgo reveal 
MIf",j Moni as weak: ~'s ... SUCWly i1lerior,1ess 

.."lroCtwe, rnrll worse alKaty : a'1d rt's 

certaifiy aimed at a yQI.I)99I' atrlence. 

But rt's a ~ party game, and that's 

tuw potent.ai fl"lO\I!lffi <>'ld shakers 
sh<x.tJ ;.xlge ....nether 10 mpcrl 

E~ rating: t, 



Kingdom Hearts 

T m ,s a game v.tIare east tnJy meets 
west, a marriage that seIdcm WOO<s in 

the videogame Lflve(ss . Hcmevar, Sq\a'e 

in:! ~ have a~ beoo Iong-distilxe 
~!es OOspOte their diffa«Jg CtJIuraj 

aqJreSSI(XlS and Kngdom Hearts represents 

somett'w1g of a t~ for both~_ 
Ffial Fantasy ar\lst, I"'(Mt tlJ'T08d prcdJoor, 

Tetsuya NGmlJa, has gathered a team 0/ lhe 

o-q,test .........-.g SQua~ things for hs fusI 

pI'.lject and has s.x:ceeded in creatng (V'\ 

a;0Cfi RPG that. despite IS Haws, m<nages 

to enthral . In terms of mechanK:s think Socrol 

a Marla o::mbirled wrth the P$o:le's oe.v 
PrIsm. The cootral protagoosl, &ra, is crYy 

14-,oors-QId and so refreshrW esc.apes 
SQ.;are's r803(l\ pencI'l<w'lt fCO" croollng ar"giI­

nddefllate teens. The team is completed by 

DonaId and Goofy. who <lill charac1e!1i you 

«M:> and develop but dc>:1', cWoctly control in 

!he /igllfig sachoos, The a:::tion is last p.;lQld 

wm, newably, the focus 00 charnctsr 

ooveIopment and ~ rather tharl 

~lBd combos. Ha\ovlg said !hat, Itls is 

B:lI srnpty My F",r Ac/J07 RPG as the 

c:art.at possibii,lleS do become i"lcreasn;ti 
dlalenging as the gatne q:>enS!..p. 

The team traverses lil'eroot 'MXIds ooch 

win a p1.VticUar DIsney theme ird.xliro;;I 
.AIice's Wondeo1ard [lf1(j Ju"s ~ 
1owrI. Indeed, mo.x:h of the g<rnes ~t 
stems from :he CCM1S1<J111 c:amec>s from IlJS\ 
about aI the Disney and Fi1aJ FanUlsy IP you 

care to rnentic>rl. The fact that the dla'actBffi 
all well iIllegrated ., a IIcMrog storylioe !:Jean> 
testamerlt to Sqi.J<lro's ablit.es in!h$ affla. 

The I'CI!ce acting is 0/ a vw:y tg'l st<n:lard, 

Among institutoons such as Brian Blessed, 

'The SOOt1 Sense's HaIey JoeI 0Srntv1t \IOIC.eS 

&ra, a srraI demoostralloo of how Disney 

cash has benef!ed Sqo..wesoft 

Them are, of COUfse, 1Iaws. Consta'lt 
wrestNng WI\h the 3D e<mem IS orIy pa1liIty 
~ by Zekfa-esque Iod<ing and Ms 
thegarne~_ ~~ 

wOOds IS an 0II!lITy complex affair featlJling a 

o::rrpicated retro spaceship crafl.ng and 

t,;ng mini-game Maly 01 the a<eas fOOtllll3 

tBdicus platlorming sectbns 001 the fast­

paoad narralOJ€ stops these from grat<ng, 

1hs is not jl.st a game 1(>" dliKIran . Besi<.ies 
h tact that the themes are occasKJOaIty 

O;:wl<, rTI<YIY actIts will find ~t f1 the fact 

IhBIr /avouita d\(¥acters 01 y€Sterye<V hav€l , 

b ooce, coma together i' a crafted 

;nj tqYy arf:ryabIa videogame. 

• 

This rn.s bQn • key til~ tor SqU8r'f1 with 
the ...,ent 72 per cent riM in company promo 
bti"9 largely . t!rib<Jlod to ito olroog HIes. A 
JOj)a1'leSe 1.5 . ersion ; Kingdom Hearts FifW Idi. 
! ... turi"9 Sejlhirolh (am<>ll!l olhe<o) i. "p&Cted 



Metal Slug 4 

M.t~1 Slug 4's II .. t "',..1 begin. with an 
excellent molorc)'cle ch .... anod • cam.o 
re .. trem _s stalwart Term. (lOp) 

Logical regression 

'Tl-ose wf>o cannot aIIord the 8rl1rance fee 

10 MS4 wiI be piea~ to r-P\aymore 

has noN CO<1fOmeod a Metal SlosI J port IQ( 
PS2. Although lhis Ir1 no way secufl the 
/utl.n 01 tI>ot series, ~ _ hope!u..,. mean 

!ha! .. rM!!w_atio<l "'~ will be 
_to ""~ .... CfIIe,nt 20 styIo and 
animatlOll as a thing of great beauty. 
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Thankful~ tile zombie transformations have SlltVlved from Meta' Slug J . Allow you ... H 10 be 
touched tr; I .... Ii~ing dead ar>d you'll be able to .pout blood in ways IMf Rome", could only dream 01 

I' is rare for Edge 10 featLXe the foo..rth 
i<ls:alment of alY senes that hag 1€tt1laf'lOC 

f<.rdamantaBy ~ sin:::e its ocepticr 

But the MeraJ S4} fr<nehise mmalllS one of 

the most ~ popo.J<v arcacJe OCIOO 

g<mes and it's easy 10 see why. SNK's tasl 
g<me in tm seties, Metal SAJg 3, is 

COlSodered by o:.::«lOosseurs 10 be rKlt only 

the zanth 01 the series, but also of the 20 

acbon genre . Metal Slug 4 IS a celebration 0 

all :hat has gcoe before v..;th the arMIS and 

<rimato<s at Me9a takng the sate cpbOO an 
usirg the finest sp!iles and elements 01 the 

past games to crsa:e a pastdIB of the oone 
The depar\...e 0120 rTlaY8Iick Takeshi 

Nishyama. v.m steered and developed the 

seties from Nasca's initJal \1Sio(l , brought the 

games success and YiaboIrty into questiorl . 

But 10 senes V(!ternns 'Nho can keep thei" 
leas and precorr::eptJons at bay, Mega has 

dcm a1 adrrr.lbIe job of capturrg the 

(J.lntesserw::e at NJshy<ma·san's I'l!'IIdutlooa 

VlsuaiJsatlOO 01 the OOlHT11lI1 <VTTlY. 

Ir1 loons of g<rneptay Edge CO<Jd 

$LppIant the fCffi10Ja synopsis from E95 S 

rfMfm of MeI8l SkJg X. NoltTog mudl has 

dlaoged:)IOU travel akJng horizCt1lal 
enwc:o-neots armed WIth a rfNdvef. knife, 

grBOaCles and ajl,.lT"p buttoo. But as WlItl aI 
the finest gamng Kleas the g<fll6 IS more 
than the sun of r.s premse. Much of the 
~ fmm the _ defi'II8s from the 

;uxtapo&tioo 01 the war-themed extreme 

VKJieo;;;e with hIancus cartOO<l arwnahoo; 

someTfWlg crly the Jap¥JeSe mentality COlJ 

su:x;(!SSfiAy <"ICh!Ml wittout ~ cause 10 
offeoce. Althao;1l Mega has ooapted 

backgroLo.1s and <n<nat lCOS from the 

previous games. we (V€ treated to some 
totally LnqUil envIrorrner1lS and coe of the 
most ~tem SOU1dtra::.:l<S the _ has 

yet erp,.ad. But as wth rra1Y IMX"ks of 
past.::he ~ lacks the I'isioo and coherency 01 

rts ~. &:me elernants leeI rus/leo 
and many of the O'vlov.ltions in the ttwd 

g<me. such as rTKJttple paths!tt'ou\tllev6s 
rfflI vehicles to fide and the t-..ge g<me SIZE 

h<M"I been cut down 0- dropped ccmpIetely 

MS4 IS an inevitable step down 10- the 

senes . Me(;ja lad an almost inlpossit:lIe task 

giwn its lack of codi1g experience. M1g up 

to SNKs 20 p"ogriO'TYYling Iegocy. However, 
grven the game's sold core g<wnepIay there 

mudl here to arV\I and th::).s(\ woo I"l!l"'M 

played SNK's superior third g<rne IMI 
wondef wtry they ne'I'fj( ViSited beIO"e 



Rage of the Dragons 

T hs lime last year 2D fig1!.r.g afoc:oadoG 

moo..rned the death of ther" fd\lO.J'ite 
Capcom rival Whether Playmore's rec:eol 

I9VMlicatian of SNK IS a success (jepeods on 
!he release <nJ accIam of onginaItities Sld'I 
as Rage of the exagons. Al\ro...gtl Kng 01 
ff,tllers 2002 is C1JfI'(jI11t; the rTOSt pop.Ja' 

iKade g<me in J~, sirrPi pOOlstn;J 

~tes to the SNK'S boggest hI\tlng 

tr.:vlchises ..... only loo the EIIllbers for so 
blg. fiorD has tw:rfokl SIQflIfK:anCe. Fm. ~ 
repres.ants the latest neralO'l for the CXJubIe 

Dragon iroeaga. More irrporta.1t1y, rt pt1:l'.'I(.1es 

al answef to the questJon of whether the 

kOOperS of SNK's tl1ffle ca'l ~ on:.! 
po..t:.lsh oOgnai tiles that can .............ata and 

nspiffl if1!he ways their fo'efathers cid. 

WoO< on RotD bega1 " November 20XI 
Iorming \ha first projacl for KO"8al co:IesI'op, 

E-<oga aded and watched by al SNK 
...Iapw)ese aflliiate, Noise Factory. AIthc:o;t1 

IhB DoubI9 iAagon series has tra<:i!1OIlaIIy 

hem SIde-scrcOOg tightirg fa'!!, E\oga has 

wrsaIy opted for a tag-lean /irtttso-, a deosol 
perhaps made in the Iglt of the reoanIlaba 

of f'.bse Factory's Sengoku 3 Fllhe wcOOe. 

The fig1\1f19 engne wiI irrmedalBiy 100 

aIiaI1 to (MJ(1 expert level pIayefs. Irvt.al 

favourable irr.prossi:::Jn .'l()C(l ~ W"f 10 

frustratian as the CPU merciIes&'y sltJlgs 

o::mpIi(:at€d o:::mbos on y<.)U (MJ(1 on the 

6a5IeSt setting. AJtrough the staple q.mer 

<rod ~ cwde I'l"oOJeS have been re1<WlOO, the 
fast pa:::e wd myriOO tighting optoons 

oonfuse . Hcwever, persist and rt's hard to 

shaI<.e the fooling that Evoga IS teaching you 

~ ways to play one 01 the rTOSl pimaI 

gamirg germs. Refreshr'l(1y, this ,5 ~ 

but a Street FIghI8f" cIcoe. IflI1OIIahoflS such 
as the Fors! Impact attacks, TE!a1l [X.pIex 

ccmbos, in addotlOO to Iradihornl speaas, 
can be Iirl<ed together by those profic>ent in 

Ilr'rW'g <nJ ski Yw'llirld ycu-ooIf 

showboallrog evoo when m one is watching 

fJ.s v.i!tl aI the best tighters, few payers can 
adliEMI tr\Je mastwy but the system is 

accessible eo:::v;t'l !hat Wllhil days you can 

atI<W1 imp<essM! restJts. 

Most garne<S""" have ne;ther the fl.n:.Is 
nor dedicalXln to buy this game when 10' the 

same pro:;;e you can SIlCUrll any one of the 

tIYoo t"rlaj<Y han:twarn fCtlTlats There Os tne 

possibility 01 a f"O<'.'h.l C<):"JII(lrsion, bullor \hoSe 

who go the extra mile RotD oNors something 
rare: iYlovatlCtl Jl one of gamng's core 
genres a'ld solid ~ 

Hidden dragon 
~'s ~ to'-- tI\at l!lis9""""is 
IIJndanw1taly an MOade _ant"", <Iesigo8d to 
eat '100II Cfedits. FaikJnlto hold tI\at IIlought 

in mind when ~!he!}M"l8"s 
ft><lgant tnaI bou will _ In frustration of 

untembiol pmpor\KIm. If you C<Wl complete 

the 11""'" on one Cfedit """"""" l"JO"'I8II 
ready !Of ono> 01 the """'Y ~ and 
ama! ..... RoW tour""""",\!l tI\at .... al<eOOy 

bMIg held around "'" 1JIoOe . 

E.oga has _ an Imptessi.e job of sq~ling beautiful elfects out of the 12-1"'",· 01<1 hardware. fD< example the designers clted'The Matrix' as inspiration 
fD<!he." comb<> $ystem labo .. rightl_ The pric. t"ll will p<o_e pro/liMi .. ,Of all but the wu Hhiest 01 fano, SO the rut of "" witt ha .. to hope fD< a c""~ 

099 



Defender 

JuOl 1iIc. In u..~, -... ... try Md 
make of! """' ................ ocMter8d ...uncI 
u.. pa.\'IIIo l<>I1act, _ it. up to you ,(> 
ahool ..... kid~ and...c ... If-. r-.g 
holt ••. in two dlrMfISIon. !hat was. joy; 
In rh,", ""tile ~Ih pe«:lpbon "",k .. it 
nottllr.g _ thin r""'r.tIng 

Dead to Rights (PAL) 

T he biQr.Ie6t problem 'Mth the us V6"SICf1 01 

Nffnco's 0tw:I1O R;(¥1rs, ~ on E117. was 
th9I h was !O tough A generntJon 01 garners ~ 
0..0 to 8Io:p8ct eodng 98Q.B1C8S as a rWjIt. r.:J( a 

prMIege. ~ b.n::I \t"otm5IeNeIs ~ to 9M 
pas! t8IwIJy. and dISa.JssIon bclIIIds I11I4l ..... ceo.AiOut 

~ 01 flIId8q..acybna ~ "* 5Q.6O 

~~ and <lIS9JSI- EA ~oI the PAL 
....:Jf3Cn. '- cIIIa<t,r tII<en nct9. and 1h8 gwroe _ Wl 

1h8 UK WIth MII8Ctal:M Sl(l1IMIIs. _ ~ and 

~ -oed I'IIIBIh klts 

8u\ ~ In .. fl !hit arty c:tmge&. Th$ auto·ta'geI 

" less J)"OI18 to stl4ld\y, a butloo is ~ 
botn::I to Steoow"S q.ocI< IIttacI< and r..man sh8Id9 .. 

mere ef!ecth.oe. Then troare .. !he ex:tra oarrtlo8, and 

C()I1~ C*l"$'8 CO'lIf(:is ~, ""* the 

conIenI ~'1 t.a"l rw.orked. ~'smomP<*:t>OO. far 
_. and III the mom~ b9causeclltolll EAIi 

CO~I$ to 1h8 net\.rtI oIl1lOd9'n gan.-.g - ..... 

bn!ed ttwn ..... , ~ do¥< - fTI!tII be.-.et lit by 

$Offi8, tu ttwa's '10 cb.bt theI mosI ..... weIc:ome 
!hem. 0II1Ilr'$. bIWIIi .,. sn.t:tx:m gwnepads, 

can stICk to trill harder dit!i(:lJIty IBYeIs 

Edge_, 

< 100 

~"f.lI~.E l'~ 

A stat. is! of 'M)I'(ts you 1'I"qII-=oaate 'Mth 

Et.gerleJaMs' Dt1/fIf!dr last. ttrIIng_~. 

dIicUI. acttar.oe,~, EdgII twI COJo!ImS 

abCIo.f t.4ictNay's o.oi;lIe • soon • me hi bIiItth cl 
~ am.ed; they _ ~ !O dreadUy I:IrtM< 

and ~ Ihtnl's one o:.b.r ~ *,'1. ~'s brown. 
FIaortlcm Ia!Iars _ IIO"O$S me 1ICI'lIeI'\, rp into 

~ enerr.- wo1tl 8 sa!lSfyng aa:I<. J>ertl8 

sp-eOOs particles IIfI:Ul:I '(OJ ~er as you nip ~ 

~!'Ml ftyng $8f..IO!WS. Theta the 19BO..wsioo. 

The 2002 3D rffflx 1$, wtII. brown. 
Brt:N>1'I in o:.b.r and Il'OW1 ir11Tl11ChWliC, n s 

... eo 'HkabIti ~ grrnng tn8I ~ Ia$S 

reIaIion9hp 10 the ~ ongnaI1hIwI f dolls 10. 

~ cl 8'I<!It1Ige ~ IPE'I tf'()o;j;e'1; sn;:e 

Tharear&sorr-.~ ~ r:J c:a.ne. W 

h I*X. held togIlII'e" by Y8I'IIII FIIf'J !IQ&'IClIIS, SIrCl 

Inf creawe abstraction mn \tIe~, an:! h 8tJIIY 
to'49ade 'I'» !hp and ~~ ones~ 

)'OU aiy maI)o get ~ ..ne.... you I'eIKtl !hit lata 

1ewIs. ~'s so pr!I(i(:t8bIe. one Iting that DBIender I'l9I( 

was. «<I ~ make6 'I'OU wcrdIIr I'1ow ~ C!in 

miss rts """" game. JXIf'I 0.,.. $.>Oh a rT'II!r'QIO 

~"(!J\ f l!~.E I' 

It lacks n.. ~r ..... )"I c ..... _..,.. 
but the combat la , .. _. pMlcularty 

;., tM PAl --.... where an lndicMor 
_ now poIfttI out ~_Iet. 
TouIng eanIt .... hall -"0 -. raworUd; 
Jack can now top _.,. from hi • ..-cing 

miasiIe W Ifi goIno .. ".,. 



Advance: The Alien Wars EX 

Comra. IS SO 

-" Edsle that C feels 

P"'"'IlUdla rre;Ioae 9:XIm 81 the loci 

wnpIe fact 15 tnalllMSIIng -­Two __ c:orepre 1IgIWlSt~, The W's! IS lIS 

<Mlh CIOCt<wOrI< attad< pmtOOlS. 

: today ~ just seems 

EIWl CCfT1lIAd to trtIes 01 a somiIII" 

same &'111. COn/IlI N:MInoo <s lO!e leemng 

The 88OOr"d IS more probIBrrBIc 

ft'S one I!rog to 

ka"nkazIII ~ WIIh a St£S !CWOO ald a TV 

""",,,.-.o!I.- WIIh 1hII bny GBA tutms.-.d 

F_ mBf abo ~ IhIIIIIhII <MiItwDd 

~:::::;_:: .... ,: t..l1'a'l1CMld. Cl!heo'wIge. t a good exa'TllIe 01 a SId8-

rl)4Iex game en:! iIOI'J'le 01 the txl';st!s ..... 

...ust make SA \W hIM! 

Metal Gear Solid 2: Substance 

_1_ ~ .... get I kick out 01 
completing --V miNion in !he qu;ck., 
_ --'bIo. "-anti ...m .. . will "'" it 
· __ VR~_ •• " . 
cIIarac'.,. 110 you ~ go through tt.J 
_ ................... nJoriIk_Ians 
..,~ tor • oery, v«y lOng tllM 

- -

lII<. 1hII SNES -.ion, __ 0I'l tI'Ie 

tri..:I-. nd-, .. tec! Ae/IIIn' ""' ""I!\od 01 
destruction .nd In. -"'Y roo!~ ... 
suicidally clockw,,", in !I!ei. move<nentl bill 
IhII ha"'" truth i. lha1 ,.,. COlI"' IO<M'" 
hu not t,anslated .... 11 to In. GBA. On • 
1IIOf. poo.iti'H not., hIIrdc"", lanl will be 
. ".. \0,..; .... fond memoriH w ..... \1" 
uperlenc. ~stl, partlc ..... "Y _ 
/WC,"1ing !he twopIoorer opdon l .... ...... ·up) 

"" o.My", El1] 

N 0I1he 00SIeSl game to pin B mal< on, Mo6Ity 

tlaca.e8 ~ P<OYida6IWl)' QlW1W worth 

their .... WIth a mail game \tIeIt',"", ~ played 

tI" I'DU\1l on PS2 IIilou!1I e><tr3 dog !iQ!I "1IYIIiIIIlIe 10 
cdeC:I D 1he rl:lOIy ct&BsiYeI. bIA rroore WIJ(f'jrtjjy. 

~ h ".., game IS ledncaIy ftawM:I 

~ IS $0 p-tnW1lft '" 1hs)(l;o:. ~ tnaI 

IS ..... mo_,,,,, •. k'$ hard 00110 ~ 1I'IlI1he 

IiIIng I'III9IJcnIIhp ~ Kcrsn ald ~ IS 

pM)' 10 bI/rnI:I ald hs ~e ...... a IXldgIId JOb 
So Subst;n::e rrust be ".::Iged on the \rfI, 

Ma'riIIIlYeald Snakes Tales ~ 1IIore. and 

'NY prcIe$SiCOai they ;n, too W!\h fr8mer9les ., 

~ !hey oI'for an ~ range 01 tasI<:s to be 

cafl)l&ted o..o:ier stnc\ !1I'\'lIII pr1ISSlQ!I. TargaI ~ 

$IeM1l opt'tlIlKn<; ald Ixxrb dspoeaI elements all 

1IEtbxe. an::I Snakes Tales are I1lOI'II ~ .-.::I. 
tt'*tIIOre. nue sattst;."Ig. 

For IhM&whor8bh ~-~memory _ 

gII"I"W'g Suosr.n:>9 OS worth CO ..... '11_ 1nl ."1 a t..ve 
pacxaga CU'ItIWW"!;I t'o.J'O'ed5 cA ....-. 0Ihn may 

IGeI i!I iltll!l1eC o::->l7f Koremi"l ..... 10 brrI\I 
anyrrong rrUy frBsh to the table. 

Edge_. 

'D> 



Big Mutha Truckers 
f"""" ps.z ~ I .. ~)(I)O, ~,~ tMtftCII.... o.....oopw E~ .".,. t~ _---"c"--''''cc-cc _ _ ___ ____ ______ _________ __ "--'---''-'-" __ ._'c'' 

DMpht ., .. _ musicalgema. 

SAfr, radio ~tiotw. .,. no ..... tc/llor ""'. 
C/Iy'1o .~. n... ........ _l>uvy rednec~ 
hy,""", w""' •• t !!mu, but ItIe &aIM ,_ 

looped gagl _ ""'" ..,..., bo1I'" 10 orale .. *~ .. J!l:,' .. 
, ~-

Star Wars Bounty Hunter 

Oh dear. LucasArts has 8CtuaIy managed to 
dewiop a title I'oOSe than the 6l<9Crable Q)o.v.'arl 

On 8 po:::$tr4 nott, some 01 theCIJI-scenas ... 

ao::oo. i!lW'«j. tAl trle sute d ~ extra!I "8 

"'Ill warned touch. a..c 1haI's about al. 0Itla'wIse. !he 

o-ne. ach """",lftTlac. TecI'naIt1. ~'s.~ 
bar'g EdgoI lO (ig w: SI'w:i:lws d!l'Jf ~ on !he 

NS4 to an.m 1hiIt BtulIy IUlIa"'S ~ bWIO 

ttI<hreS tRl kM!I ~ In <:rit....-gntv 
aJPII'ior 10 IhoIIe of • SI>;..,wr.dJ IltI& 

tJnIortlniteIy. It-. ... noI. the trlf laws. 1her!I's 

the broker1 c:orrtlI:lt sysIan IhBt t'8O'TICMIIS en; chIIIIII'l9I 
fn:m ~s. tRllhe rassC:n desq11ha1 Ut:hIIs 
!rem Icwm.AIIIc puzzles to cichIid Ix>sses. ~, 

!he ~ oIplatkmwlg sections ~ the 

radeqi.a::y db bile tRllhot sLted CI1!B!M:I 

~ u-at t"IB appInI'1IIy gone rIIO lIS dIiI9' 
1ncIMd. \tie oqee to IMw;h lJ..o.:::asAns t"IB IaIed to 

caprIaIeII on ~ oIh mare ~ cherecIers rl 
the 'SI.- Win' mIoalos ~ tI1o.ql noI _ 

rro.dIaslhe 0I0eI0n to reII!oge su:::h a pocr IJiI'TI8 
018iUlk:1hiIt ..... ~. ~ 
fo?'e the IJiI'TI8 on IhII basis of its ioence 

Two Jt I ItEWl 

'" ..... 

B tg MJIhEI Tf\.dQn is ~ 1Nl most 
a;t;U,,*,eJ In.d<rlg gIWI"I8)'l11 r'1IIIIIHed. K's 

Qax1HwligBAuIo, I'nCI"e CI''' drMt-~ 
garrepIBy pu-auaIed \M'j> pcjIca~. '().JeI' -S1)48 

raca-dIs ;n:I ott..~, ~ does" the II'Ings 

Ihat ITiI;toI: be a.pecI«I 01 III tn.d<Ing gBm9 - rrWes d 
~ ty-loBded ~. I fneno:Iy r.nting 

rnocIfO , s!nHn!l oflnllllc ...ndl r:rlv oet::a!IOI"IEI 
~ and a 'MOIkaboe Pant mode 101' CUSlOJT"I5InI 

yocx rig . n 00es III oIlt'ese . buI f1~, ~ c1oeSn't 

q.na oorn9 log91he1r M w al . rt's SUI. trl.ddng game. 
~'s noI. a rn<::rlg geme, f otM!JI gets fast 00' pnlQSII! 

enc:u111or IhaI ' ' 'M' • , ~'s no! a ..::uoe 
"8"'90'''- gBme. tI1o.ql ~ 11 ooyng and 
98IIlg IS IhD seemt of ~ rl tI1e Slorv moda n. 
11lDlg IS cny ~ Ird 1Iw IOIoYI'l MCbOns rl 

wI'Idl C oco..n iIUa rn;no thIfI gICr'IIecI menus. The 

rrw.~ ~ ~ a J)IIICt<agII 01 CIazy T&<!­

h chaIenges that (I(XII'e hgw la In!tanI ga\Itcalo: 

but !t'eI 00"11 make ~ b' u-. \'Old at EJMT's heart. T( 

often. the game t9lIIs Ike a d'IortI. 'M!atewr the 

Steppenwalf !IOI1Q insilIs lIS u-. ntro mcMe fds. 

!ha IS a t~ game n::I iIIO txn1 to be mild 

EAch ...... ~._oI~ 

bountiea in • bid 10 """- NIlI*Y vaIuIt. 
bullhey MId 1iltt.1tIjOyIMI'II. And IIIthou; 
Janoo feu .. "-*'..-..1 IS ~ 
Dv. IM COUfW oIlM ~ . ....".. 11 not 
mod. oIlM weapOnI PIOW ..,,~ 
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The making of ... 

John Madden Fooml 
In 1990, Electronic Arts wasn't interested In doing 
sequels and John Madden thought the company 
was a "bunch of losers." So how did this NFL game 
become the most popular sports franchise ever? 

:lifl .". ., 

"'to ~ ..... cl 
~, 'ItIIs t _ !tu 

'TI ...... s=-tas ........ 
I :tBl __ ... ~ br<rd. tu hit 

~'''''''IlI.e !lad<f1nqllll&- D:. 
:A&~ $Il(lIMId II'..r gIr'1IIIS_ 

lCr9~fI~alP" ~ 

~II'C": ~IWlon&~ 

"-""-..t\(J~¥IfL'r.O .. 
TWl' ~twoor.b3:illQ ItJ c,,, ¥'d 

'lOOt 'JWnr.; ~ ((r 100 ~ 10 

NmerT'tIIr .. ~ daj'S ...." hi 

::JeoI<injf1ldn. ~~~" 

IV&L 8rogGordon. CAS 

~1\..-gedlOCtl.:li:n~ 

from 1981 1 ....... u~"­

I:xMMd r Madden 

1:kJ ...nat.a:...r ~ld ,. 

.,m", "'" 
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C 'Of; 

b..nI::* 1nl biT$' CEO (i EA 

4PcaJeJ tJatbIn an:! <:::erMlO!Id twn 

10 Pll\l1II8'1ICn 10 EA. MBdden pled. tu 

hII .....,1 a ClO"T>"TOt!ed -., I'TI!!fT"(IW !-is 

Btf~YoO!hEA_cnv1lW ilia 

CXMf rraiII b" hi bel<- GaItrg tJatbIn 

10 jlII'IqJiM n 8IXIOo-eI p..dc ~ 

nwr.s _1iIiOJI: 'He Ito.J;tI: fA _ .. 

bo.nch (j 1oIIln." darT6GO't1cn a. treI 

t!I"Idea wIh IhII ~ cl Ite &eCO'1d 

~. \"Mwn IhII ~ IlB'T1 taI<s 

aIJOo.,( IhIIhI: Jdrr M!<':t:I!rl Foott;eI, !hey 

'* to 1h11199:> 5ege GeoeI:Is~. 

...tw::n was 8CIU3fy IhII &eCO'1d ale alts­

trlel969~I~,JL.\"'Iikeots 

J)~, the 199:> 5ega.Geneets 

YIIf!Iicn IIdloeved rTI8S!W9 sucoa5$ an:! 

the d'Dt<t:Ic:ad HY;J aIIe" \v.() ~ r:J 

~ 'MIll the_cl JIIn 

Snnuls. a --.cl ard1&aai.-.gr'"all, IhII 

lOOm QIfTl!t '"'" 'MIll ... ~ ~ r:J 

11-0->-11 Io<;mII 

Memory game 
1lue"," stII ~ merncry __ 'The 

lOOm was Iofo!I(I toOA bad< tJIS.cI 

1eBtIres. Fo"~. IIley I'ad 10 make 

<n"'''''O'''''' on IhII r"I.Jltla' r:J 

~. Ard b" 8I?i 11'Ml1l"'li'T"elol. 

!het tro to Imt the ..-...rr:. r:J hIn'a l 

co..tl ~, AecaIng Ite tusIraIoa1, en 
noI(JS, "MEmcty ~ 1I"III!11X1P8 an:! 

SIll'! cl the gane ITlCI'8 thWl \!'le 

perionaro::>'I cl the gEm8," 

"Madden's early relationship wrth EA was 
only that of a cover model for the box. 
'He thought EA was a bunch of losers ", 

cao..eedMallOln"l '0' I'lltf'g. a ~cI 

)lIeI)rty factor, 1O!IhxlI LP Mere peqlI& 

..,.." kr'ew InlIkeO M;d:i8n 8!1 a 

'oOd8OgaI'ne <1eII{J1I:t' ...... as a coedl. 

Jar I'll Mid:::lErlII"ICI GO'tIcn an:! 

'"GIlhOJ 0.() the gEm8'$ deI!qI WIlnl Rch 

......., 1nl Soot! Orr I-IIIn'91Iwod en 
IJIo::a-. et I"OS w::rk on IhII ~ 1IIIt. 

~ FootbtJI. 'The two 

~'18 (eel each 0Iher. I-tI!men _ a 

~ 'PI an:! a SIdOer Icf oeeIsm 

O'r W8IIthe S'C8da 'PI CO"TYT"OItad to 

keepong thelllerlaoe srrp.e an:! ntlllM3 

Playing the field 
.., hi rn::I '8I'Js. \P'fI& ~ IMY1l roo: 

~ onlf'lq)6" kIId, ~Inl 

gEm8 :JYSI_1"eJ areEmoC IoM* cl 

maoroy;rd~~ n­
~~dIMJk:(lonlObe 

EIec:tlw as 10 i'"o>'; rrutl ~ IhlIy 

...-.ed rro.org on ItIII screen_ o.ug .. 
~ 11-0->-11 IooItaI g:;wne WCl.t:I 

noIDe~"Or~"_a" 

tfI(TnC8I CI"IIIIIo!rgelOgM 22 d:oject:'I 1nl .. 

bat rro.org aro.rod on IhII screen • The 

besllte ~ ooUd do allhlllml!l 
_~. MID:iIIn I::IO<6d 81 

ItIII ~ pn;tOI)08 1nl \IlId, "WlaI"s!his 

..".. on_7lhs $'0" 1ooIbBI, f"..,. 

r'I!Im8l1 P'll1O be on ~ '"s (p to 

be 11 -(:t1 11 so tr'I9 toom v.enI txd<. to 

The t9005ege~.....al;rd 

thel969~I"'6'$(I'l_~ 

dIIera1. AI. Iha 1Jfe. IhII 1990 Saga 

GolnBsoB.btrI ~ Foo/t:IIII_ 

IiIIerfrt tan allooIbBI QIlfTIlIIS H 

pnMlUS garnaB I'ad no ra!IIIISk 
~n... __ tan~ 

aoo,o" ~)W." pi¥n in.:»-_ 
'Ol8c1h ~atn.J.lhllh 

oI.b:'i1Iln on GeoeI:Is n 1990 is 1IW wa I1C 

\W sort <:J W.-.:j IhII ~.-.::t 'NIl 

t-oo bmIci!tIlhis 30 eIIect ~ the let:! 

thallWS retfoy ~ to see." says On­

"l t:oe::ana the de !octo st8rlol3r'(I to how III 

Io::JIbaI gr;na 1111 ~ 1nl 

",*,'18(ee1tocBy" 

lhII cnv CCfl!ISIa1Cy ~ hi 

1989 and 1990 wrsoons WIll MaddBn's 

~ on kdlaI. Uiir1j rQ8I tan 
T'l1I-\;,rM<n;· Iamou!I Iran"-"'- 'MIll 

MaO:Ul ~ 00&11 t,1, 11'"8 twO 

-~­
~ 10 MarX1eI"i"'~ Ita ....... 

Iho6e f"dIO.III ~ II"Id C3\ ~. 

.. -., CMlO'aIIS ~gong 10 IJ1MII 
Ard 1h8I sIIA _ ~.w;tru n Ir't"IliI 

to COTe LP WIh a pIEtf6eId b" 1t1II g:;wne," 

-'" 
lhII poc:eas 01 anIIlItJ'"(I ~1I 

P"*>OCP"¥ on Io:xoIIlIII f1IO a I8OIIIo5Ir:: 

wiBog<me beop1 'MIll aco.n'IlG ~ 

rn/.O;JS, RIItna IooIbBI ~ 'MlS noI a 



'-CD'"Q!JX b ~ M;'nf"P'JlS 

~ n he..,.··OO8,., I8trgs. tu 

II'IoJf ~ often n.d"'nInafy 6e~. 

$II"IY'f,jIIl. ilO*tY. 8IC). """ ra CCf"neCIed to 

l!I'Isper:.k ~ ~1I"d Iad<ed 

mdI;Oe~. Gmb1881 C>JI to 

<:hrQ811"e SIarCIa'd 'MIll Jt:hl Maddwi 

~. He begIr1 tr,- dIMIQ::rIg raIilJS 

~ cn pe,oer SlilllSliCSSld np.taIIOn. 

b fT1lI'!MIlI"e ~ et h 

~ Gcrctn.,.,. , I'IMIM'tld '*l 

~etwl'R~ton""Cldl!llte 

ar:IlD aecQr.:H'Y·1MJCXr1(I ~ 01 ... 

2Z p:::!IlIbOn8 cn the Wd.· He ~ 

tumg. tadok"Q, jlI!I9Ili""O II"d pEIiS6-

ru:i"ong EM!n!S to Il-.nI a.o:x::ess rales, 

CLlIXJITleIIl b" pe,on I1"M1Iheo" VlI)'I"Q 

sIdI .... thar posCO'l.-.:l .... lBIta ex f"()( 

tte; ~ bIIr'9 dcUJfe.lIBn8d, 

Ratings war 
n.., 8IJtO""d..tl'f-.:md...-......:rs. Ih8 

cre-<:n-<nI rTIIIdH.p$. Sld!he '­

rJafl!¥ I<IIf"IgiS ~ eI::oA: a v.I"d8 ....... 

'oMi 01 >UIIism Ihlt ro IcdI::ltII ~ hid 

~~. TheI8tY'"9Sv.<1m 

.k1h1 M..1r:tbl FoobJI r::.eeorne!he 

stnDd agaonst ~. CII:htI" sports 

~"MlOJd De 00tI""(lIW9(I . ~ 

IcdI::ltII ~ Ihlt _1IMO.k1h1 

~FOOlbII~"MlOJdcal EA 

.-.d ~ "rm!TderTaa:l. rw get 

good hln1!I .-.d n!he IiJIIm& I ka!p 

ctoppng tte bat· a..c f"()( 1MI'yae'MIS 

~ >Mth thar 11IlJV3, Jerome Bettis, a 

......-rog bad< fer !he Pltt9buVl StoeIers. 

sI"r:d<ed EA ......... he caIIad II"lCI said. I·n 

~ !ha Ql!nl811"lC1 I ~ v.tlaI 

p.J g..vs (Id tu)O.l rt\.'Id& IllfIIOO good_' 

'Alkl1IIaIISIIClS SldI'8ll"Og$ IlolaIm!! an 

~ PII01 0I.k;M /otdJIIr!~. 

E-..1t"O.ql EAa'ld IfIIMrs dct'l, .....n a 

S8Q..IIII. ~ a'ld Gmb1 rfIIIloJ&d lIB. 

tte; I-:Ied 0I""Ie n on:1er to manan 1h!! 

9I"TUaIion~ ~ MC! 000::a0SItI1Ins 

do:mrdocl stats ~M 81 &1st ~ 

"A bog brlIaI<ttYougl fa US was v.oth 

thoI Ger'"o96it ~ ~ m..ape 
I::u!nr'e. • ~ OT . ......, hi Carrro:d:;n} 

64.-.dhl<*lAurl .... hadhlp,5lld< 

Mh!heOl""leb..I:Dl An:l .... ~hI 

~ _h.:i:I iIIId"nQ.I8"'" hi tl.IlO'1 

togll~~CUall..a..c 

1"CIW8I a a!iUddlln .... had 1InilI butIals 

a""Id t opened l.IJ a v.tlOII new...ald 01 

~ ~C(lI.jj bIIasoocoIIld 

-Mttlll tl.IlO'1 b ~ Sld rn..I:Pe 
~ C(lI.jj t:le buJ. nIO Ihoge 

b.IIorl!., ~ CX\ l'hItu p.J 

tawed ex held hi b.nCX\,. 

"'" hi 86Jty vEni:ni "'9 rtrOO..r:;ed 

tnso.:roepl 01 a ~~ ~ 
_ ---,. an I!o-ca"n cn-=t1 a hi 

1ITee ~ '1IqJIIns OT .. n:! hi d8a 

_htII.~''l!J.IY01a.., 

peIMnl_ oII!Io'tII!n )O.J drn 1 I<r1<M' • he 

_ 0PI!Il ex ~. $0, n addaon ID 

~ p.Jan......-.g ....... r-m­
awns oIoweC p.J to _ I \<-U!J.IY was 

<X*1 ex ro.oare::I, I'1Ia1er 1'fl'-lI"'l!he 

pe"!lI)IICWe WIIS I:rO.Jo;j'( (IdM1 ;nI ~ 

bad< Sld 10 "9 dct"'t hEM:! to uoo!he 

......-.:bNs..,..-.n_ Al1hIII.1MlI: .... WEnt 

able 10 do CII:htI" ITd<3 -..t.-e p.J·d zo;m n 

cn1te a::lIO"l aftar hi ~ wasltYoMt ' 

Birds of a feather 
..-..,., A-/acHt"I~ AI ~ lets 01 

IatlIe& end ranaom nsrt:a- ca:::.Jabcos. 

~.rtnlCm~1'oOiI 

roo.it n so:ne ~ .-soc SI!t.a!J:nS 

tI'lIl "MlOJd a'iy need a !eN ~ 1'MD<s, 

For~~Ih8"",,"a 

CIIIC>Ji!Ieocn ~!q1Ic:8nIIy. AI 0"l9 

POrt .. ~ CIIIIm fnd"~ 

""" a PtfJ n ~ bIhM:llr 10 d85q1 

aIIpIfn1S"""-e~.....::Ud~ 

cn.-ar-. .-.:j tackle twn U"b'tlreI:et\I; 

n.a~_IO!4I~ 

tI'lIl ,.,. lOO< IQ aI...-at:e ~ 

tmII Raad, Ih8 Nktiin IW'll usOO 1te 

PTOIJIII& behrd !he modaIs n!he SegII 

GIirIei;!I--. ..... __ wct\ hi 

..... 0I1he3Xl~ hi.." 

....,. hI'Id'''''''1XMMJ tn>4' ID 

I'Blr:I&he~~ 

o.e h)'l!lln ~ 5IirJ'S n Iou<:h 

....... !heEA~..-n1O..- ...... 

new8fr'al89il!lllen:l~nlhl:ll'¥l.. .... 

nlOIacted n-=t1~ ....,a!he 

gare. For OT, v.t() Il/I EA lO stII1 hl 

mobIa pt(:Inf~~ Saren:. 

,1$ sf Well. bIiIilr-.::e WI:h l!I'I g..oer, ..... ' • 

p.J msd81h1 "IfII C811hln '/W <:rJIJd step 

\<-U~_HlS~ew,po''''1b 

km~_IPtIo0ys~su::h 

_ "'hi feaIa .. 1hI:I real deeI.' ex "Itos is!O 

rru::h Ut.' ex"'hs 1810 a:Hc:IMl,' 'Mlen 

the \M'Tl goIlO 1Ils ..... "Ihev ""-
"Ihev had ~ tte _ spoI, 
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Where yesterday's gaming goes to have a lie down 

Examining gaming history from Edge's perspective, five years ago th is month 

__ 56. Febn.al ry 1\1118 

1. F-NtIno. I homebtew 
MS); >WSiQn 01 Nint.-.:lo't 
~2. IVmyMen~ 

remember ""*" ~ was 
nothing to be IICInd 0I? 3-
"",*thef11nd11 award for 

The E~ '" Ou!CMt. 
impressiog 11 f'nIscreto !> 
PaRappa lWId Crash diIcuss 
demographics 6. Grim 
FII1dw:1QO: gorgeous ~ In ... ..,..,.., 

,os 

Gaming's silly season o::rne:s in the pooI ­

c:mstrres .... GossiPy Edge IU'OCUl'Id that Alrdd 

~eoegger I(loked se!. to star in a film based CKl 

D:xm. ~ that Max afford had been sq1I.ld lip 10 

pn::rnoIe GTA Ilrld, cr8ZJ9St 01 ai, !hat Hoot1 01 £a1a1ess 

was act\Jl!lly going 10 be rgeased Mal! SLtlstanbal 

wera the r!I'>'8Ia1lons ccrocerning St>ga's Saturn !oIow-~ 

tt"OI montI1 CllItd Katana. - v.t"O!;h S8ga EI>'OpIl 

oIIIdeIIy EII"O:IUlOed woUd debut in the V>9Sl in '99 No! 

before !me. Ii\her. as Sct>y's IInllfTl)/s to cn.osh all iIe 

from the Sat'"' wera on the p:Jif1I of prDVIf1Q su:cessu. 

.~ __ -;.,.., ... __ .':';~';'~"."I<:r"" 
r.,.. _.~Mmq..<:n_...,_.-"" .. .., .. _--"" .. .....-.-

:If'> IfOO _, SAV T1iolT" 
"CrIofI. _ .. .....-.,,:. "'" _ ....... _,.,. ... -...., 

......, ........ ),<,o ... .,...· lcIvo .... __ 
"",,",""_~.~aI" _ ___ a_oI_ 

.l'SYKft r<S\o'HO"""­G.-_" '!)'let -''a$Dy(NM. IIIct __ 
...... "'q;~!"C.anq;_~_,Vlct 

_ Km,.., IVlCt I-,..-.p,::. met 
~_QIrrpco .. ,.....&'1C1 

WIth t.ues (b(;()ur'lIed to $5 In the US. 1nl EA and 

Capccrn &nnCIU:lCIlg an end to theof softwaoe ~. 

Stt. n.mo.x 1ros mioI'I have ~ lIsappoontad 10 
note me I8CI\ 01 M2 rrurru'tlgS rr.. mct1th. but that's 

no! to say 300 was enbr-ety 8I:lSen1 from the issue. 

"Army Moo prorrIses to hIM! IICfT'Ie 01 the best AI 

rout..,. SMfl in ttois gImI.' said Ed" . 01 the hl gatn8 

in !he &eOes . Who cc;U;:I PI$iCl how .. sIy protRsQ5 

ate b'oken?!Vd broken agaon And agaon • ...,ti you 've 

got a 1rMchiIa syoorr,mous \Mth massmarkeI 

1lOI"lSIlI'lS$. TaIdng 01 \OhCtl. GT $C()I9d a ten 

1_ • ..-_~t*I.whenmydad~ 
my brottler a"d I wdh • n.t.lbtr-k..,...::! ~. the Irk> 

~ Mnc Morw. Hungry'*"- a"d ~ 

...ttnlled Ior~ eocw.. ~ ~ a"d 

New Zfltlilnj Sroty ~ IIIongIode me. long beIonI 
80g Boy awry _ bcIm. Bu\ /t.fsrlo 64. S-Jeeus. 

I'hItn U. we SI.I"Itc«I. I'd bMn wonung .. 
~ lot • ftrw y.ws. beatlng young III'ld old 

on ut •• N a"d f8CO!ding • weeIdy VIdeogame 

show. I _1IlrMdY welt IICCUStomed to my beloved 
?\ayStaloon, a"d ~ I'd _ rt.n. I was wrong . 

Wools alone fait to al<jllWS my delight at 
handhng It\t ~ ~ alk;< lot It\t fnlllme. 

Mane was no IorogiIr a c:oIIclIon ~ ""'* He _I 
living. bmattwIg cnoatlOn. AA ext."oIOn ~ IhoI 80g 

Boy . .--::!rIg to my II\W)I wtwn ... a magical '/IO'OIId 
wtIhouI walls. So ,,_, ... 1Ied _ I w.th bp-!OWIg. 

1Ioapon,j.1xxrocklg. swmrni'Y,I a"d --.,..1 IeItng 
the trttIe tela falllSleep. tt _ daya befo!w t --. 

began~. 01 ca.ne. when I dodo I ~ 

lhal lhis was no1 JUS'I a worIo of art. t:luIa once In. 

lifetlrnol Slice of .,Iar;o:;t .... nirv ..... A gama that truI\ 
restated my faiIto in the medlUlll. a 9BO'TIIIltlat ItJI 

moses the hat on my II/TT'IS, III'ld a gar'I'It to perfeet. 

and so polished that, to Itu. day. H stands as 
the best example of a 3-D gar'I'It. Pet1otet. 
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B 
afore ITlCIWlQ to SCEJ., 2000. Ohta-san 
spent his days at Capoom wh9r1I hi was 
I'lYI'J/'Jed WIth Street FifIlIer AP'IIJ 3. 

~Gtm Fifdffr Mn MJJI. R8d EarTh end 
~Puz:zJe Fighter 11 boo. ApologIes to those 

...no ~ ~ 8l8\11E1W of Ohta-sarfS latest 
pn::dJctoon . .Ape Escape 2. IhIs r1'UIth. Edge 
promses to firaty review ttn in E 120, No,I9aIy. 

What was the first videogame you played? 

If yoIi~ la!I<ing about home~. TV 
Qrne 15 was the first game I played. 1\ _ a 
game ~ smIaf 10 the lethEir of W:Ieog<mes. 

Pong. If you're taI<xlg abotA arcade~. 

_5 St.pEw- &oo/<cJuf, I ~ ~ ~ ar an 
Onsen RyoKan 'a'l nn wth a I'lol SflI'Og) By the 

way. the 1'000 VIdeogMl8 Y8fSOO 01 ~ 

8roaJcovt was a game 5ngeru ~o 
pn:x:U:ed i1 hs ea1y days al Ntltendo. I \YlW1ted 

rt Vf!lY bacJy. but ¥30.())) at that Im& was very 

8Jq)8nS1Ve for a po<'X elementary schoolboy 

What was the filllt computer/games machine 
you OWnOO1 

The tlrst oomputllO' rnachone I owned was an Xl 
from Sha-p. Although NEe personal COI1~J!!IfS 

had the biggest st.e at that tome. I was so 
happy to be an Xl U98I' when XtMious came out 

that I thougl fTlI!trt die. 

What Wall your first job In the Industry, and 
what was the first thing you ever designed? 

A lot of routne chores ~ chofes. I was 
told to think of Ideas (one Idea 6YeIY three days, 

later one idea per week) and eventual",. I 
prepared a total of 20 to 30 Ideas, However, this 

past experienoa has helped me 8 101 as e game 

r.-, ' ... tile lasl game you played, and what 
you think 01111 

been too busy to play games. I 
not good, but let me ~ that 

~:;:;~ !:::~""""::::: t mean that you are able to 

many hours a weell do you actually 

playing Qall'le$1 

for hou's. E\o6I'\ now. if I do bump " \0 a 
~::::'~":joo·t sleep, Vvhen I (X.':(lC8I1trate, I r That seems to be me 

the first game you look for when you 

"A few years ago, I would forget to and play games for 
hours. Even now, if I do bump into a great game, I don't sleep" 

developer, At thaJ: trnII, I was ..... t!'I CI!Ipo:)m and 

the first game developed was NLIMIJ, a'I actoon 

puzzle game. ~ was COI'lSicI&'ed a'I ~tal 

game intemally, and ~ it had gown into a fl..rl 
game ,I would have been I9I8a99d However, 
NUMu wasn't fun at all. So rt was not released 

The lirnt game I de\Iaioped that was released 

was Super Puz7:Je Ar;oter' TIXbo, I was., 
d1<rge of game desq110 baIEw10e adjUstments. 

~ OIl the main deveIopmaIlt aspects 01 the 
g<rn8, n.s 1S.....tle<a IIeMled the basICs d bI:Iong 

a professoonai . C\.Je 10 the chWacter 01 the game. 
I had to look CNer the whOlE! CIErvIlIopment 

process and schedUe. worII as a teem with 

..-.ous peopie. lrderstand the ~ 01 
nef'M:lfkrlg ..... \t1 peopie. a'Id receive rwsI1 clams 

at'l your faVOurite book, album, and film 

f all time? 

IS aI90 a very do'flcult QlJ8StJon. Sonce t"m 
ays hung'( for r"Ifffl t/Wlgs. my flMurtes 

~e 1feQoentIy. ~ IfI!jlt be __ to 

. 'Loon', 'The ~ Redemptoorf, 

'/'IUJYo CMIema Pa-adisQ' are Iims that I 

~ like eKcrtn;;J HoIywood fihts. 

E
· h Weblite do you most regularly v~iI? 

,asaho,oom - thrs must be one of the most 
news SItes., Japan, ..... 

Escape 2. It', becaIM I've put 

stage i, your current project at? 

~:,~::~ ~~c .. Its attnosl at the stage Of 

disappoints you aboollhe industry? 

iDevelopers thaJ: don', ttri. c:opy OIher ooopIa's 

and IorgaI to 01\/81'11 games. 

at new gaming platlorm are you most 
looking forward to? 

p!atlorm thaJ: deEw's ttEI WIgIJEIge ba'nafs. 

are your thoughts on mobile phone 

jog? 

§
'~"" __ " .. ~,,"ho 

for hs IS hi n:;o! ma"IY COIT'IP6"" 
in the Irontllne '" nvoIved yet, ,11 the 

I, espeoaty the hcwtIwcw'e, 1T(II'OV8S. 

and attractMI COOt9l11 should anse 
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In ox~ Communicate by post: 

Letters, Edge, 30 Monmouth Street , Bath BA 1 2BW 

Or email: 

edgeOfuturenet.CO.uk 

I am a graduate of a Computer Games ()es.igl 

degtee and I salned Ic'lOIoog lor a tab in the 
industry as soon as I recerved my final grade. To 
aid my S8aI'd1 I sigr1ed up WIth IWl agercy which 

has been quite helpful $0 far Hawaver, I was 

recently If'lfonned that cIeveIopers am Illfusing to 
look at CVs If the c.rdidate cIoesn ', h<Ml a 

1l'IirWn\.l'Tl of \WO -,--s' &xpefiero:::e. Appinlnliy 

pubishers <VEl demiwlding to see the CVs 01 aI 
~ woo will be.....::rkll'lg on a pra,act 

because tt'08)' IW'EI no longer happy ha-U'g a.u 
IT1O"leY d a 101 01 nexpenenc:ed staIf are WClrblg on 
,\ I can attrbJle blame to developers !ha! are 
0IIeI" a blIrreI in It1Is $1ll1lbon .-od pow!IIiIIss ncI 10 

meet 1h8~' dBmands. 

Tl'IS puIS me in a W!JI'I poor po&tIOrl as my 
degtee was ~ awned 81 the games II'rlJstry 
!Ir1d to be hOr'I8St I've wa'lI8d to be p;n cA the 
1Odus:ry tor a Yf1(\f long tme. i know sooner 01 later 

that my com........-og r.d waI< W'1 pay off and I11e 

CUIT$I'II outlOOk IS~. but rt's a sad 
rell8c':00I"I 01 today's climate th8t somebody suctl as 

myself feels they IIB\o'e worI<ed for It'me v--s 10 

ac:heIIe a ~ certlfcate that frankly ISIlI 

wont1 me paper ~'s pmted on. 

""""-, 
ThIs example 01 puOllsher nsk avero.on IS a new 

arod par11CWr\y WOO'ryirlg one. Nevertheless, it IS a 

depress<ngty fami ~r tale 01 industry short·\8I'Ilism 

that hwI:ty bodas W9IIlor the fulose. With the 
!'UT'ber of p.bishers I!1WSt,og in ()iffl IP aJready 

'ow. news that some Ne 0 h8mpeo:'lg the 

growl" 01 MW dE. VI talent IS ~lng. 

I recently decided to buy .. 

PlayStab002,~. can stomach ~ 

rv- prices for onf8rior PAL WI'SIOrlS 01 Q!WTI8S 

The reason I (and r"IIW'ly othef$) p-alar NTSC 

!T\8CtIoI'lM Is because 01 their 60Hz re'"estllllle. 
and the ~ 'SlIIOOtho leSS' 01 graptMcs 

So-caIed PAl. 'COI'M:Ir.IOIlS' _.JSWIy nortlII1Q 01 
thllOrt, a I j _. ogII6s catchphrase \0 rei out 
ooo-eldstenl .~. 811(1 expIen delays" 

release schf!dljes. To prove that pool. It IS 
posSIble for those making ia'"lem) bacl<ups of lheO" 
g.:mes to simply patch lhe 'b9cl<up', d"lanQl!1g 
whether rt runs at 50Hz or 60Hz. With thal in mIod. 

'I is amazing that nol one of the curant 00I"lS()je 

maro:Jfaclurers has inclIded user SWlchable 
SO/6OHl. output In the 00I"lS()je ltse/!. wheI1 this IS 
obVooust)r possabie. n.a can hardy be a TV made 

in the lasl ten years that ca"1't take a 60Hz sognaI, 
and d1a-"C8S _ tlWl 60Hz mode 'NO!Ad be oofa1Jt 

for most garners - at I8aSI ~ they _ to see the 

benefits for therr6eIves. 
So. reQIJ'1I"Ig a PS2 01"1 YttlCh can ac:ho8Ye 

60Hz 01"1 aI~. I fnt looked at btJ)"Og an 
AmEwlcan PS2. Sony. ~. has used 61tm 
warnng6 10 ,IS dealers 0 know t woo1ced for one 01"1 

the ~ 8I"d) r"CII to .. fIlP(lrt8d product - or 
tor AmEwlcan d8aIets r"CII to export ,t ~ they want to 

be suppiied al al. One 01 !he Webs ITlOIiI. pop.jar 

CI9ahn In aI tIW"gs IllPOI"I &'"Id bacIwp related. 

WMY.Iik-sang.oom" Hong Kong. has been 
Slopped from seIrog any b&cI<J...p-reli:iled ~em (and 

thal inckx.les anyttlng to eItow the Uge 01 NTSC 

ganes 01"1 9 PAL oonsota) by a c:oosortu"n 

~n;;; Mb'osoft, Ntntenclo II'1d Sor1y_ T>Ieor 
sights wilt swltty move along lInTi each a'1d fM!IlY 

ct:Mous SOU'Ce 01 such products has been brought 

to ~ or has been tlYea.tened WIth amit"jaloon 

So, thanks 10 the measl.r8S SOny & CO. I.ISe to 

prev9!1t a iegltl'T"la19 transactoon betwael1 a US 
seller and a European buyer t haw been pushed 

Wlto the hards of the ciasperaclos lhev seek to 

c:nJ!;h. In order to play US games, I txx..o;;11 a 
Messiah 2·modded PS2_ As a S4de al!ect of 

o:::use. rve bought a IT\BdWle capable 01 t"l.r"fW"OQ 
porate copIII5. s-npIy bacaI.Ise It was easoer thar'I 

,-.....ong a deaIa" ., the US ....too would ship. and the 

l.nt ~seIf offered the ~ to play PAl ga'Tl8IS_ 

Htstoncaly. the abIrty to pI8y pwate copoes 01"1 

chpped PiayS!atOlS was a dnIct COI'"I98Q.l8I"I of 

3 <:hp 00S0g"0ed to allow lTIpoIIed gaTI(IS to be 
played, ~ the regoCJrI delecton III boot 

- ttn< about tNl! one Sor1y When PSone orIgona/Iy 

CMl8 ovt, just 00IT"IPM"l0 the At.L. Md NTSC 

--sions of Ridge Racer sent me straq,t to the 

I1:llpO(t shop and then kld to the fin,ng of a mod· 
chip - as was the case lor many others. 

SOny. Microsoll and their ~ omagine that ~ the: 
close off a!1 3\101"ll.19S tor their product to be sold 

from one market to the next. that people "1\8 me 

will be resvoed to bo.,yiog PAL proO..icl, but the 
\n.1th is that if II wasn't possbie for me to buy !her 
mai ordar. I other wo,jdrft buy them at al. buy 

pora:e NTSC copies 11'1 d9spera.\lon, or I'd take a 
Iao"ga bag 01"1 holidays to the States each yew_ 

'Mlat happenocIto l'le gIobaIlTQ""<8I? It"l 
ea5I!l( for the big corT"(linIIS 10 I'TlOYe about a'1d 

rn;rtet mer wares aI (lI.9 the world. but ~., as 
h!Wd as _ (<VId gerung harOarlfor a COI"ISUTIIf t 

erpJ the benefits 01 a global ecxrnny. AlongsIde 

DVD regoJ ct:O-lg. the rtIgIOI'l codII'lg 01 gcmes 
and the restnc\.(lrlS I'rl)OSEId 01"1 dealers 01 gIWll8S 

oottO ship n!emaliOnaly or 0fTll0It 1egotma.!8 

product sumIV consttule some form 01 oIegaI 
restnc\""" <VId ¥l\I~we~. 

No! so tong ago, I1 wasrfl I,IlCOO'"fflOI" to hear 

rdcuIous CIaomS. that these ompo1s 1Xi'1~ work 0 

local machines because oIN sys\8fT' 
ncornpa.tbllty. or that OfTllOIts mght 'break' '/Ol.' 
macIwle, fI.nj local triad gangs or onvaIidato '/Ol.' 
warranty. Mcrosofl is torld of suggesting that 

imported software "rrw:-j be l1iegai to scare of! 

customers and dealers. Bl.Jt the sompIe foct is that 

import games wont work os a con~ of 
cIelt>era.te ~ to that end 

Austraian courts are the orly ones that haw 

seen tIYough !ha veil ot half tnJths !W'ld OUlrV1t '* 
- they have rUed thatt is ~1egaI1or the 
llI(IO""lJIacto.rors of ganes <VId 0VDs to deMberalely 

mstnct their customers from tegotll'1li3llely Irr"p;)rtng 

;nj nn1ng ~ from 011"8" ~s. HowIM 
~ remains to be seen d this wI have I1I1Y IMlAts 
Aonghus de Batra 

The 0SSL.ll of rBgO"KX)ded' -.ftww ¥od h.lrdw<n 
cont.-...es to be a thorrry one '11CIeed Edge WdS 

racantIy cntiCIsed by a Sor1y ~ Ir' t<*lg. 

theor eyes. to rsakse thaI regoc ::cdng IS a 

"When PSone originally came out, just comparing the PAL 
and NTSC versions of Ridge Racer sent me straight to the 
import shop and then led to the fitting of a mod-chip" 



flIldam&nIaI CQnSMuenI cl current w:loogarne 

pW/tshing busnIss models ThaI may be 00; 

oertad; tte'e are ~ for IhIl ~1IrlQ 

a1d IK:oosong Clep6rtrnel'ts of deYekJpers , 

pLtJIi:s/)In and console manuiactLm'S. as is 
dernonstra:ed by 1hIl!(lJIure of ~ to take 

'41 Maosott's ~ of regoon-troo Xbox ooftw.w. 

But In OU' opncIn. SUCh rigKll9QlOl"l coding doeso't 
h;M:t to be essential. o...te aperlfrom IhIlIac1 11'IaI. 

as you corr'llC1t1 point QUI. ~ oontnbuWs 10 the 

problem 01 pwacy by ~ me sa6e cl mod· 

~ <aIying on f8StTICtIf1g trade to I"ICI"elISEI 

I9YIIRJEI would seem 10 be the mark 0( an 
rrmalu'e II1O.JStly In Igrt of rac:ent treods towads 
gIobaIisabClfl ik'ld 1beraIos9!.()('I 01 cross---txlrder 

tr<flS8ctions, ~ a U Edge lfl'.'8StJgaIon 9000. 

Steven Poole's column (E I17) on 
Super MwIO Sunstw>e mMong the end 01 a 
ganWlg genre. had paot<;Uar reson;n:e for ma. I 

a"Tl a gamer In my mid-3(ls Wlth a famly, and 

CO!1S8QUIII'1I! a Irnoled amoutt cl tmB to IIM!5I 1"1 a 
g;:rne. Super Msno ~ IS bellut/IJ to play. 

and brIianI 1"1 mIW1Y pIaoas but despta ~s c:oIo:u1!J 
piaysd'IooI <:hiWm, Ra pue~. 

rDN 0SIdInUrd why ga"TW1g IS SIll not 

manstream; Ita rruch too lrustralllg I t:x:x.qlI 

R8sKJ9nl Evf for the GcrneO..be, but desp>1a 
llItialy EIIiC¥nQ It. have abiw"doned ~ crly a quar\EW' 

of the w8:y ..... It Is a st~ looking game buI ~ 

very hard. I want 10 fnst1 games 1"1 a reasonable 

a-nount 01 tmB. A gtVne packed WIth XI holn 01 
gamepIay buI mosl oIlheI !>ITl8 lnlSIStnQ 01 
repeatl"lg SI!1g86 or beng forced to w;:ncter bee!< 

and forward aCll'lIlIJMIIfT', IS not how a normaf 
person wa'ItS to spend Iter till!! 

The n:lIstry has go! R WftlIlg. a"Tl mora than 

wIIIng to spend NO on a g;:rne. If ~ trly lasts len 

holn but IIII"IJOY eadl one 01 those holn then II S 

NO ~ spent. But there Ml 100 many other 

ttwlgs in hIe, incIodiog other greal games, such 

t arry g<vTlEI that demands 30-40 hour1; to 
a is making afI I.I"II"6aSOI'\O cIem<n:1 for 

I people. And a game that I COfTlliela IS IJSI.JaoIy 

o.vId O'C<>nr*l arg .... !hat lew adult ~ 
..ally ha,.. the Inn8 I" invest in • trtIe .. IwlgIhy 
.. s...-Mario SunshOne. tt. might haw. ~ ... 

one thBt I remember lonely, makt'Ig me trnenabIe 

10 the It1o.Jr,;1I of bI.ry;ng a seQ..II!I. 
I doubt the ndustry really knows v.osl 

percentage of garners actualy complete garr.e,s . 
My ~ feeiInQ IS that more than half the goo-.es 
bo\I;;;'t 319 ~ oo-npIeted, abandoned at that 

pant 1"1 the goo-.e where people make a sane 

jUdgement caI abru! allhII other IIltflltlSlng tIYlgs 

they COUld do WI\h ttoe. kIe, rather than restM IhId 

d<wm >e'o'8I yet agarI. I may be III my 30s tu I 
!IAPeCI thal ~ garners .. jJst as I6IeIy to 
IeIM games 1.I'Ifnshed. 

The Industry IS ~ tryIIlg to p!Q'o'de 
IongeWy v.tlen actually most people reaIy oon 
W8flt It _ They want stl'Jrt snappy oonoentrated 

eJq)ElflEll'lCEl , rnud'll ke a film provides, not all· 

ConSUlTllng \jma sinks . Someday, the hardwate wit 

eJow gen....neIy large worlds that will Blow people 

to spend sogniIicant arnot.IIlt 01 tmB in g8fTWlg 

worlds W1thcut conslafll rapebllOn. ~!ha!. 

l.-ne IS not QUIll! upon us. 
UntIl R IS. t applaud N.'IIEW'ldo for rreI<.IIlg 

games Sld1 as lug s Ma'IsIiCI'I iW'Id f>*nw> 
reIaI....-,. short iW'Id easy. For ma, iW'Id I ~ • 

Bge proportOI'l of the pqlUa\0"I. Itle IIIOgItI of 
~ ga'Tl8S was perIect, aIcr>wlg ma to blIIIIr10e 

playing games ..... th the rest of JJfe. I jJst v..tIl tl'l8y 

had done the iW08 WIth &.p:v-Mano~. 

Oavid O'Coonell 

0'1. 'dJ try PlfiIfI recant" (perspicaCIously) 
lid buynQ a g;Y1l8 to b.Jytlg .. entO"e _ 

of 'The Sopra-a.' on (M). But ClI'I'ent!y. 

~ ,1Il."1 broadcast '" SI'l\IiIIQ' eposodie 

c:tu1<S. 'I'OtfJe "!TT! 10 corm'II!rld Nontendo tor 
try{Ig 10 rn:;M;IIe by procU:IIlg gemes !hat make 

rncn!I.I • ..."....ue dernilndSon pjayEIrS.~, 
I6'Ili tre n:lIstry IS prepared to take ooIectrlle 

actQn on It1IS. It'S lnMIy that aflYlhong wj dl<rgI:I. 

St., ~ WOIJd be nice la ttwlk that the nduslry is 
r1'\iItun3 IiIIlOUgh to ooteflalll a OObate about pnong 

peffi9ps ctwgirIg in the region of £40 for a goo-.e 

hke V(;e CiIy (akirllo afI enln! f~ tntogy), while 
~1IJ'lQ i"<YTle1tw>fl dos8r to C20 for a bile such 

as Lug's M$'ISIOn (aIOO to en inI:frwtJaI ffm). 

JudgIng by IhIl reacton to IhII rac:ent FairpIay 

~ \hc:Iug1. tt.s is lRJkeIy to happen III the 

near future 

I have long been oonfvsed by IhIl terms 
'1'\aol.iCor'e QIm8I" <Wld 'casueI gamer', two terms 

that seem to be thn:IY.fI &'OI.IIld WI\h I9d<Jess 

abandon. 'Nhat is a harcIoor8 gtvner? What IS a 
casual ~ IIind ~ YfJIY hlI'I::f 10 develop cnteria 

which sorts garnetS onto two such cistn::tlOnS. 

Suety ~ plays games for fI.IIl? 
I oorl't tlwlk the ooneoIe one owns is a flK:tor III 

OeterrnirWlg whether a parto::tJw QIm8I' is 

harOco!e. Pemaps a gamer's skillEMIIlS the 

decId<ng factor; Ml you harcIoor8 once \'OU've 

mastered a certam sel of games? If you have 

COfTlIJklted Go/danE)9 on 00 A(IenI difficulty then 

you ara a han:Icore gamer, If not, a mare casual 
ganer? t IIwlk \!"oS IS sIqltIy dtbous. 

HiMng f3iI8d 10 reach a COI'lCl.ISIon. I put the 

c,..oestJ:IIllorwMl to IIIfT)'OOII WI\h en ~ 
whaI are 1118 er _ for di!IIrwlg hiIfdcora and 

"""" ....... ' 
c..rt.~ 

- ' .... 
'-"" .... 
I'm still thinking about Nagosh'sworc!s.1t 

was the first !Wtde I read n E 117, a1d j Cafll bmg 

myself 10 read on beIore 9EII'IdIng mv tholJglts 10 

you. I() mv opirlO'1 the problem wth manuals IS 

thaI they Ml wntIen once for the tBlTitory IhIl goo-.e 

IS irltlaIy made !or WId YfIIIy rIIf!Jy tocaisod 

property. As an 8MfT1PIe to btrate my po:W1t: in 

the cnOts SEICbCIfl 01 the Gemlan Annorad Cera 2 
manual it says"Atmo!9d Core 2 YCIIl SoftwiflI 

DeveIopmoot TearTI·, translatlllQ the · From· ., 

"From SoflW(W'8· by using the Ge«nan ~I 

\ion." maI<hg ·Software" the name of the 

deveOopef. How then, am I 9I.JPPO$IId 10 tIuSt IhIl 

translalOf from that POInt on? ViI sh8Ihe be able 

"A game packed with 30 hours of repeating stages or 
being forced to wander back and forward ad nauseam, 
is not how a normal person wants to spend their time" 

127 > 
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IQ e;q)IaIn !he game rnech<Ilics >"1 a good w.if? At 
aI? I'm glad I srnpN:Hrlfldeciy started the game 
without oonsuI1ong the manual, thoo...9h, 
unfort\..Wlalefy the manual Is also I'"ItM:ldad tor 
info:mal.:ll1 about the variOUS AC part descriptions 

The iflterestong thong ~ that In both the firn ald 
booK ndustnes, trtnSlabons _ USUiIIy pretty good 

- cert.aiYi ~ 10 most wiaoga'nes, Bu: 
then, Ihora iIIlI always !he Nlntendo trI3r"l.Iais. 'o.Ie 

them. ragan:Iass 01 wtliIt IIw1g..ege tneoy're >"1 

bacause !hey spea.< >"1 tdcus a'Id pdlSllS. 

Aoooy-

It's nice to see !he ~ rterasl >"1 the 

history of OU" nWstry. I an approached neartv 
fN6lY month IY.YW by 18SlIEIicheos 8fld authors 
flterested fl MocrodogItal, Imagone ald the aMy 
Oxlemaslen; days. Soon 'I will no dolbt be 

avaotabIe as a deg'ee CO\.I'S6. Ycu!W'\lCles on 
'Game of Chance' 8fld BlJncJersfJatCh were 

startinojy accu-ate Ql(C8pt for the speIrIg d my 

name. I was respoI'6ibIe for COITWIg up with the 

rIIWllIlS d the rnagagcmes: Psyc;i8pse I made up 

and Bandersnarch was stolln from the lewIs 
CarroII poem 'Tha Jabbetwocky' 

People remember Imagone many for ~s 
speclocuIar coIapse but we did ac::hIeYe a kJt and 
in many ways lak:I the fo..ncIalO"l8 of the industoy. 

Whoo we Sl<rtad most ~SlpubIIshers were 

kitchen table efforts i'Illd I~ cIid nearly reacIl a 

t\lTlCNer of a moIoon po..nds a mooth 8Jld was a 
proper ~ w.th flroctoonaI depa'tman1S (and 

IIwnentabIe finan::oaI mMagEIffiIfII). All !he other 

devI!Ioper$I~ .. ttw became proper 
compan8S as well or~. 
Bruce Evenss, Codema.sters 

After reading E118's nbc»:;,l'm sary 
that MaO< ~ and 0avId ~ land many 
othefs, no doWt) have become so disolluSlC09d 
with modern \IICIeogamos, I'm not here to..-gue 
the case for Amly Men and the ike. 8fld admttedy 

AgenI Under Pn; proof that today .. -. 
~ can be just as entertaiIWIg as their oId­
skooI ~ ..... iT it's not exactly high art 

both Maot\ and DiM:! make valid ~s about !he 

rurbef 01 cisappo.-U9Y (I\'efage ~!W"OUOd 

at the momet1t. but ,feel they're missing a baSIC 
teroet ot the w)oogaming market (and, io:Xleed, all 
01hEw' antartainmeot mooia): lham'. always be crap. 

As Da\IId says, he's grown uP with games. so 
~ he CIW'I remember aI the~, shoddily. 

executed 'arcade-style- n.tbsh we've had 10 

wade tlYo.ogh on eveoy system fNfIl pnxIuced? 
Yes, the !T'IafOI1ty 01 new g<nl8S _ ~ 

by corrmttee. n.wnng the nsk d S\a'1l)ng out tJIPf 
trace of origonaIoIy fl the po.rsuI 01 massmarI<et 

appeal, but l1'l8I8 are stj a few aut8!XS out !hen:! 
(t.4otynBu.x. MlyM'1Oto, Miroguchl These few In 

koopng lhe spirrt of bec1n:lom coding alive by 

st~ theor ...-.iqve "'SICO'l on eve.ythong they 00, 
and that's what makes their games worth playw'lQ. 

So If you're prepared to dig aoo.n:I, there's the 

0CC8SI0rlIIf gam nestiorg >"1 !ha drt. But the best 

ttvog about !he com.o...oo e;<parlSD1 of tre 
ndustry IS thallMVl average games _ genrog 
bener. A few recent exanpIes; Hell/er' The 
Recl<ontl9, RsIy FIJSXXI, 007; Agem Lhd8r Fire, 
BuIfy /he 'IMf¥:ln SI8yer. None are ~·A ~1I8S. 

but eadl is sabsfy.-Jgly 6I'lIerta.-wlg v.tIen 
corlSldeoed on theif own terms 

"' Wl Ideal world eveoy game proci..ced would 
be Wl 0figinaI. f"IIelhgent. ~ 

ma5lerPI9CQ. 01 COU'se, I'd like to see IT'ICM'e games 
folo::rMng the lead of /CO, Rez, Halo et 131 But ,I 

modern TV. ~ and cha1 m.lSIC arent perfOCl, 

Wf'/.J shcUd 98flW1'il be <WlY different? 
Will Wallace 

Halo, having been out Ior Ql.IteSOrTlll 

bITWI. tvt qute dEWIIy on Ihe head the PJlIOI1 to 
the problem tNt has dogged the rnonJ oornpielC 

breed 01 ~ FPSs - !ha si'npIe iciee. that 
control pads 00 not otter preasKlI1l11minQ as part 
of Ire pad<age, If! contrasllO the PC mouse 8Jld 
~. CIearty, there are two sdlooi9 of Ihougt1t 

lor the FPS genre - highly occurate preciSlCO'l 
systems, ald la- more iorgrvable 'arcade' systlW'nS. 

<:ne of them does not belong on consoies. 

And so, >M1y 15 rt that we st. see control 

systems that do not take 1110 accounI !ha 

Strengths and weaknesses of consoles, by srnpIy 

cloning the standard lormuIa thal wor'<.S so weI or 
PCs? I'm obW:Josly not the orVi one that lornd 

MoH. FfOfl/1ine to be tlflrla.1if'9IY tncky to control: 
TLrok Evolution? Oorn IMVl go there. Even the 

people wto srgIe I'Iarod9ciy created l'le first prop! 

(istoncbons oor- the PC Wld corl!IOI& setl4) fo 

FPSs. Free RadocaI, faI ahort of !he mark wth the 
much hyped r~tas2 - SI..(6, the game 

8I"9l9 .-.o1<8d like a ~, and was fln::usIy 

adOcttYe, but by Ieaw1g out someIfWlg as srnpIe 

as an 00TrIQ rntde Wld droppog the auto-am to 

rrwYrun use wtWe sm..itanoously enforCIng ~ 
accurate w.;apons usage left a great many no.rnbe 

of people, I'm SLnl. pu1C~ng walls and c\roppINJ 

C01so1es from great heqlts >"1 frustratlOl1. 

FPSs on consoles need to hetp theor pIayooi, 

because the.- C01tro1 systems restncllhem - ...na 
that means 1$ SI11Iong up a balance between auto­
aonWlg. so PEWfeCtt19howcased tl Go/GII:rJEya. as 
StTIOOItl as possbie cor>troI stock I1'IOYIlITIE!Ilt as 
Iootured n Halo Wld a retode tna! 1$ a little WIder 

than a few piJ<eIs, SO as to IorQve ofIen ~ 
I:M"IaIogue stock~. ag!II1, shown to 

perfucbon by the weapons of Halo. HaIo's pEW'foct 

<naIogue stICk potch WId for'gI'io'1g ~ of 

accuracy negated what little auto-som,ng was 

ptesent in the game, ~ GokianEye prcMded a 
generous alTlOU'lt of auto·Sdl'WlQ to make l4' for' 
sIig'It!y less IorgoWlg 8ITWlQ system, 

I feet few 0i:NeI0pers _ goilg to CIaY8Iop as 

fnI an analogue slICk txldl as BosIgoe has. so 
reaIy the true baIWa has to come ~ auto 
IIITIIlQ and a marcrfIJ crosshaor - expecUlg the 

player to be able to maKe p.'I-jXlI1\ shots usong 
!M'lyttwlg less than a sroper rifle 18 ShOfH3ightad of 

the dofferences between the ITlOO88 WId ~ 

combtnatm,1II1d the use of a control pad. I 
personaI~ think ~ 9IlOuId tMe note of th 

and adapt lheir games exactly to tre type 01 

II1tefface the player IS goilg to be 1JSII"I9. 
Anonymous 

I 
"Of course, I'd like to see more games following the lead of 
leo, Rez, Halo et al. But if modern TV, cinema and chart 
music aren't perfect, why should gaming be any different?" 
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"It's odd that aimless wandering is one of the things I like least, 
but Animal Crossing, a game pretty much designed around the 
concept of aimless wandering; is one of my most played games" 
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