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Editorial

Shut Up!

THAT’S WHAT THE Government said last month to
the Indian blogging community. In a knee-jerk reac-
tion to the Mumbai blasts, the Computer Emergency
Response Team of India (CERT-IN) instructed all
Internet Service Providers to ban a select 17 sites that
might (as per the Government’s belief) help terrorists
communicate with each other. Unfortunately for the
blogging community, some of these were on free blog
hosting providers — TypePad and Blogspot — while
some were on Geocities, a free service. As a result of
the gag order, the ISPs banned the two blog domains
as well as Geocities in their entirety!

Did they do this because they didn’t know how to
block specific sites? If that’s the case then this move
surely reflects the lack of understanding about IT
amongst both ISPs and the Government. It also
smacks of covert attempts at Internet censorship—
because all this happened discreetly, without any
prior notice or a public announcement.

Indian bloggers gradually discovered, to their
dismay (after having exchanged notes—on the
phone for a change), that access to their blogs had
been blocked. Worse still, the director of CERT
feigned cluelessness when asked about the drastic
move. His initial response when asked about the
ban: “Somebody must have blocked some sites.
What is your problem?”

Knives were out immediately, and bloggers
around the world united to start a site where cen-
sorship on the Net was discussed threadbare, and
where details on how to circumvent the ban were
given out. A majority of Indian dailies reported the
incident and printed the entire list of the 17
banned sites. As a result, these very sites, which
were possibly nondescript till now had been made
famous thanks to the ban, and their traffic shot
up. “It thrills me to death that my little online
journal has been noticed by the wonderfully tol-
erant Government of India,” said one blog carrying
political propaganda.

What also happened as a result of this ban is that
genuine and resourceful blogs such as mumbai-
help.blogspot.com set up to disseminate vital infor-
mation during emergencies in Mumbai—such as the
recent blasts—were shut down. It is these blogs that
come to the rescue if and when cell phone networks
jam—this added to the bloggers’ outrage.

“Internet might not remain the
ultimate enabler of democracy”

One blogger pointedly asked, “Will the Indian
Government turn off the water supply to the nation
if they discover terrorists use water to live?”

This act of censorship is as futile as it is self-
defeating. But it also ends up setting a dangerous
precedent that any speech, online or otherwise, can
be stifled if found anti-governmental.

The Government had earlier announced its inten-
tion to introduce a Broadcast Bill to muzzle the tele-
vision media — apparently an attempt to arrest the
series of sting operations on politicians. Then they
made an amendment to the Right to Information Act
that excluded, from public purview, bureaucrats’ file
notings. And now this Web site ban.

It suddenly seems that the Internet might not
remain the ultimate enabler of democracy.

I'm appalled. These are precedents, and a possible
sign of more smothering censorship to come.

o=

editor@thinkdigit.com
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Samsung SP2504C Lacie Design by F.A. Porsche 40 GB
Seagate ST3250824AS Lacie Design by F.A. Porsche 250 GB
Seagate ST3400832AS Lacie Rugged RUG U2

Seagate ST3500641AS Lacie Skwarim 30 GB

Seagate ST3750840AS Qrismal" Portable Micro drive

Western Digital WD1200BB
Western Digital WD1200JS
Western Digital WD1600BB

Seagate 5.0 GB Pocket Hard Drive
Seagate 40 GB Portable Hard Drive
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Seagate Pushbutton Backup 160 GB
Seagate Pushbutton Backup 400 GB
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Director Sudhir
Mishra would
like to use
technology to
put actors and
singers out of
business

16

Search is
always a hot
topic, and
social search is
getting hotter

28

Everyone’s
waiting for
Office 2007!
Why the “X” in
Office 2K7 file
extensions?

Digital Tools

51 One For
The Road

Reviewed: lots of neat
little apps for popular
Mobile platforms. Pack
some extra power into
your phone—smart or

otherwise!

57 Fatter Platters @
In the market for a

new internal hard

drive? Going around
asking friends and

even enemies about
what to buy? Find your
answer here, then max
out your credit card!
(No, we also reviewed

smaller disks.)

29 Studio 64

64-bit computing—what is it, anyway?
What is it good for? What software is
available for your 64-bit rig right now?
Should you make the switch? (You will,
eventually, of course.)

32 All-Round Joy ®

A Digit exclusive, and our cover story. We
took a good, hard look at the Xbox 360. Our
verdict? Turn to the page!

36 Memoirs Of Memory

All you wanted to know about DDR, DDR2,
DDR vs. DDR2, and were not afraid to ask;

here’s the dope if you asked and didn’t get
the answers

41 Antelligence! ®

Researchers are figuring out how to use
large numbers of little robots to do stuff
not possible with monolithic structures.
We report from the intersection of the
robotics and nanotech worlds

66 Boxes For H
Your Bytes
External hard
drives are a luxury
for some and a
necessity for
others. If you want |
or need one
respectively, here
are the results of
our tests

78 Here Comes AMD’s Nemesis!
Heard about Conroe, Intel’s latest
processor? If you haven’t, here’s your best
intro. And even if you have, here’s all the
straight dope

80 Bazaar

The Bazaar section is back by popular
demand. An assortment of new products
tested: from a classy Swiss Army knife that
incorporates a USB stick to the latest in the
world of hardcore hardware
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Digital Business

105 Upwardly Mobile =

The demand for coders for

mobile apps can only increase—the field is literally
growing by the month, if not by the day. Is this a
career option for you?

117 Timepass Tips Y
If you didn’t already know, find out what
kinds of inane stuff people do with their
broadband connections. Sorry dial-uppers!

140 Tabloid Tech

Women in IT bring out a calendar in an
attempt to change the perception of the
field. But why the bikinis?

120 Game On &
“The best-looking Racer on any
platform. Ever.” Don’t you feel like
flipping through the pages already?

108 The Net Threat ™

As a businessperson, you absolutely need to be
aware of the dangers that Internet connectivity
poses these days. Mentioned here are the most
conspicuous, and what you should be doing
about the problem

112 Face Off

Some computer dealers have a Web site. Some
don’t, and won’t. Why? Does an Internet presence
actually make a difference? Two conflicting views

August 2006

Escape

127

David Huffman,
our informal
Man of the
Month, invented
something we're
dependant on—
every single day

127

Some gamers are
so hooked they
need detox. They
now have a home
away from den
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GAME
FIFA Manager 06
FIFA Manager 06 is
the only management
simulation to boast
fully-licensed teams
and players from
every major league
around the world

FIFA MANAGERTE

Penumbra

e

Penumbra is a horror adventure game
featuring state of the art graphics and
makes heavy use of physics

B
Prey is serious, dark story, based on
authentic Cherokee mythology. Themes
of sacrifice, love and responsibility are
explored and the story dives into
emotional territory

Gentoo i686 Live Install CD

Gentoo
Extreme configurability, performance and
a top-notch user and developer com-
munity are all hallmarks of the Gentoo

LINUX
= AllTray 0.69

m aria2 0.6.0+1

= Ekiga

= Firestorm 0.5.5

= Ri-li 1.0.2

= Room Juice 0.3

= Smart Publisher 1.0.1
= PDFreactor 1.1.936

DEV TOOLS

PostgresSQL 8.1.4

PostgreSQL is a powerful, open source
relational database system

= #develop

= EmEditor Free 6

= |AB Studio Enterprise RIA Server 5

= Speech SDK 5.1

DIGITAL TOOLS

CINEMA 4D R9.6
CINEMA 4D offers you more
possibilities than ever

before, whether for 7

film, television, Cl 4 D

advertising, scientific

simulations, B /
~

architecture, product
design or any other field that
demands professional results

Jahshaka

Edit with flexibility
and speed, create
effects in real time,
animate with
unlimited features,
paint and design on moving video,create
music with all the tools the pros use,
work in any format at any resolution

WinDVD Platinum 7
Release 8

Whether it's a
Hollywood movie, art
movie, or a home video
clip, WinDVD 7 gives you
the full power over the
viewing and listening
experience

[EFESE TS EVEN SR

MULTIMEDIA
= FilmShrink
= MediaCoder 0.5.0 pre-release

"

= QuickTime Alternative v1.71 beta 2
= MySlideShow Gold
= VCD Cutter 4.03

= Audiotools v5.42

INTERNET
= IncrediMail Build 2421

= Internet Explorer 7 beta 3 (SP2)

= Mobility Email 1.5.0.4

= Safety.Net 3.61

= SpamAssassin for Win32 3.1.1.0

= SPAMfighter Standard 4.5.7

= TerralM 1.2

= Windows Live Messenger

= MessageLock for Outlook 2003 1.30
= The Bat! Professional 3.80.06

SYSTEM

= A Note

= AMD CPU Information Display Utility

= Autopatcher

= Desktop Sidebar 1.05 Build 115 Beta

= PDFCreator 0.9.2

= RyanVM's Windows XP Post-SP2
Update Pack 2.0.7a

= NextSTART 4.0

= PerfectDisk 7

= SiSoftware Sandra Lite 2007.6.10.98

= WinBackup 2.0 Standard Trial 2.1.2

PdfGrabber 3.0.0.13

The PdfGrabber enables the export of
contents from pdf documents into
different formats, i.e. Pdf to Excel, Pdf to
RTF or Pdf to Word

CeNet Tools

It is a PocketPC based network utility
which supports ping, traceroute, and
Whols

This program handles all sorts of video
and music files; supported codecs:
MPEG, Divx, Xvid, H.264, MP3 and 0GG
video and audio formats. Goes great
with PocketDivXEncoder

PRODUCTIVITY TOOLS

CABAReT Stage 2.0
A TENEERSE Wi
|
aLu: T I I |

= QPS Classic Updater 3.5.2

= Web Response Grabber GM SQL 3.5.1
= Web Response Grabber SLX 3.5

= Mail Master 1.0

= Nesox Email Marketer 1.40

= PdfGrabber 3.0.0.13

= ShareContacts 2.32.0152

= Sirana SpamcCenter 2.0

MOBILE APPS
= AutoLock
for S60 STy
3rd Edition 1.0 -
= JUMLIX Standard
Edition 1.0.1 B -
= Phone Profiles %2

u PocketGBA Q\
= Redial =

= 7SIRC i ey

SMPLL GAMES
Widelands Free Full Game

= Tremulous
= Bricks of Atlantis

= Granny in Paradise

= Theseus: Return of the Hero

MOVIES

Things To Come

Things to Come opens with a near-
future forecast of Christmas 1940 in the
metropolis of Everytown, a city threat-
ened by world war

= Millon Dollar Weekend

VIDEOS
= Numa Numa Dance
= The Scene, Episodes | and Il

E-BOOKS
= Alice's Adventures in Wonderland

LEWIS CARROLL
JCES ADYENTURES [N WONDERLAND)

= Pride and
Prejudice

= The Count of
Monte Cristo

DIGIT DVD EXCLUSIVE: MS Office 2007 Beta 2

NOTE: To get your Activation Key for Microsoft 2007 Beta 2 visit www.microsoft.com/india/office
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Oracle Data Miner

ORACLE

Oracle Data Miner is a graphical user
interface for Oracle Data Mining that
helps data analysts mine their Oracle
data to find valuable hidden
information, patterns, and new insights

DBDesigner 4
fabFORCE

%, DB Designer 4

-t

DBDesigner 4 is a visual database
design system that integrates database
design, modeling, creation and
maintenance into a single, seamless
environment

Yahoo! Messenger Plug-in

SDK
9 "

The Messenger Plug-in SDK is a
JavaScript and C++ API that you use to
create add-ons with collaborative
features that can run inside Yahoo!
Messenger

DEVELOPER TOOLS

= .NET FormatDesigner

= AccDBMan - MS Access Database
Manager 2.12

= DFM2HTML 1.4

= G-Mapper 1.3x Plus

u ASP.NET Maker 2.1.1

= Resource Database Editor 2.0

LINUX

. e S Loy

8 . %
Quake 111 SDK 201
Linux SDK offers Linux users a

toolchain to create maps and game
code modifications for Quake 11l

u digikam

u ALSA driver 1.0.12rcl
= Beagle

= DataparkSearch 4.38
u digikam

= F-Spot

= Htnews 0.7.0

= Samba 3.0.23rc3

= Skencil 0.6.17

= Xen

= Opera

DIGITAL TOOLS
Wings 3D

Wwings 3D is best
suited for

~ modeling and

|| texturing low-
# | polygon meshes,
towards which

|| its interface is

" geared

Windows Media Player 11

This new player allows you to customize
the look of Windows Media Player to
match your mood, extend your music
experience

MULTIMEDIA

= ANVSOFT Flash Slide Show Maker

= iMeXoR - Video Image Extractor 2.0
= POV-Ray 3.6

= Alive Text to Speech version : 5.2.1.0
= A-one Video Joiner 3.21

= Photo2DVD Studio

= RM to MP3 Converter

INTERNET

= Ayttm

= Bon Echo Alpha 2 Milestone

= Exodus 0.9.1.0

= Gaim 1.5.0

= Mozilla Thunderbird 1.5.0.4

= SXBandMaster

= Symantec Internet Threat Meter

= Yahoo! Messenger with Voice Beta (V8)
= Advanced Email Monitoring

= iOpus File and Website Downloader

SYSTEM

= Avast antivirus update

= KlipStack - Clipboard Manager
= My Data 1.0

= Norton AntiVirus Update for Windows
= PDFCreator 0.9.2

= RootKit Hook Analyzer

= RootkitRevealer

= File Recover 6.0

= F-Secure BlackLight Beta

= Registry Mechanic 5.2

= Spyware Doctor 3.8

ESSENTIALS

= .NET Framework 1.1

= Avast Home Edition 4.7

= Digit Software Archive 2006 Beta
= Foxit PDF Reader 1.3 build 0104
= Irfan View 3.98

= K-Lite Mega Codec Pack 1.53

= VLC Media Player 0.8.5

= Spybot Search and Destroy 1.4

Contents Interactive

Sunbird 0.3 alpha2

The Sunbird Project is a cross platform
standalone calendar application based
on Mozilla's XUL user interface language

AvantGo
4

\
AvantGo’

It is a well known off-line browser that
allows you to view specially made version
of websites called channels, offline

Mobilpocket Reader 5.2

&/MoBIPOCKET

It is an eBook Reader, which also allows
you to read news and RSS feeds. News
can be read offline when you sync your
phone with your desktop PC

FExplorer
C
) Logo
] Temp
=~ FExplorer.aif

FEprurerdcuphun, 486

[ZAFExplorer.ini o768
WZFFExplorer.mbm 22KB

FExplorer.rsc 28KB
Options Exit

It is a file manager which allows you to
browse your phone’s internal memory,
its ROM, and your memory card

PRODUCTIVITY TOOLS

= Adventnet ManageEngine ServiceDesk
Plus 5.0

= hcTester Barcode Reading and Testing
4.1.0.1

= Cars 1.5

= eZ publish

= Time Travel 1.2

= XL Report Builder 2.1.1

= pdf-Office 4.0

u MOBILE APPS
= Bemused

= Converter 2.2
= Diddlebug

u LED Off

= PUTTY

» SharkMSG

SMALL GAMES
Final Fantasy VII:
The Dark Cloud

i i sy

Street Bike Fury

=

In Street Bike Fury you will be chall-
eneged by 14 waves of enemies coming
at you on your hike while you are
constantly doing flips and other stunts
to regain health

Stunt Playground

<
e
N :
FA T

The game features extremely realistic
physics that are fully integrated into
both the driving, and the editor as well.
This means you can arrange the various
props and jumps in any way imaginable
= Cube 2

= Spy

VIDEOS

= Fearless

= Lady in the Water
= Miami Vice

= Scoop

For any queries regarding the CD or DVD, e-mail help@jasubhai.com with “CD/DVD” as the subject.

If the subject is not mentioned, your mail might not reach the right person.
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By Demand T | Digit Patrons
You get to choose what goes on e It really does
Digit Interactive. This month, g S pay to be loyal!
you.chose: e Find out more
Office 2007 Beta e _ on WWw.
Size: 440 MB rx T o thinkdigit.com
Eclipse SDK 3.2

Size: 120 MB

This Month’s Question

As regards blogs, I...
[ Have a regularly-updated blog O Just read blogs
[ Have a blog, but am too lazy to post [1Don’t have one,

Subscribe entries often

don’t care

No more snail-mail! No
need to visit post offices!
All you have to do is log
on to www.thinkdigit.
. com/subscribe and use
your Credit Card to make
sure you never miss
another issue of your
favourite magazine!

Last Month’s Question

You are exposed to online porn most

To vote Log on to www.thinkdigit.com
Total: 3547

rom?

Internet — 70.9%

fl'ﬂﬂl Links from Friends/Colleagues — 13.3%
e-mail — 6.6%

online Chat — 9.2%

taste technology at WWW.t h i n kd igit,co m

FEATURED TUTORIAL FROM DIGIT FORUM (www.thinkdigit.com/forum)

Every month, we will feature a member tutorial from the forum here.

21-07-2006,
04:11 PM

Rollercoaster
In The Zone

Join Date:
Mar 2005
Location:
Dehradun

(U.A)
Posts: 291

(hck Bere bo o back o

think[{/1!.com

Make DVD iso from CD isos' of Fedora Core 5

Ok here are the steps.

What u need:

1. The CD isos of Fedora core 5 ofcourse(the 1st five only,
as sixth is rescue)

2. Magic ISO to edit images. or any other free alternative
3. An editor.

4. A Dvd Burner.

5. Daemon tools(makes life easier and lessens the free
space req.)

6. 4 Gb free HDD space(+ the space the CD isos are taking
up)

ok here is the HowTo:

1. Copy the CD1 to a temp folder.(there should be 4 GB
space on this drive)

2. Open Magic ISO and browse for the file.

3. From the root of the image see for a file nemed ".diskin-
fo"

4. Right click and extract on desktop.

5. Now open a command promp and type "edit"(notepad
doest work with this nicely, u can use textpad too)

6. Browse to the ".diskinfo" file. it will look like this:

Code:
1142397842.393345
Fedora Core

x86 64

1

Fedora/base
Fedora/RPMS
Fedora/pixmaps

7. Edit the file to look like this, basically append ",2,3,4,5"
after "1" in line 3.

Code:
1142397842.393345
Fedora Core

x86 64

1,2,3,4,5
Fedora/base
Fedora/RPMS
Fedora/pixmaps

8. Save the file.
For the full tutorial (and many more) visit:

http:/7/www.thinkdigit.com/forum/showthrea
d.php?t=32416




AMD Buys ATI

The processor giant and the graphics goliath
confirmed increasingly heating rumours on July

24, announcing their plans to join forces
following a $5.4 hillion deal. Prepare yourself,

world, for some incredible products in the future!

Rumour: Intel To Add 3G To Next-Gen Centrino
The next generation of Intel’s Centrino platform,
code-named “Santa Rosa,” may well include 3G
mobile phone network connectivity as well as the
standard Wi-Fi, if allegedly leaked company roadmaps
are to be believed

Sudhir Mishra
Director

udhir Mishra is a

director, of Chameli
and Calcutta Mail fame.
He has been a producer,
story writer, dialogue

\,EB GE@ writer, and also a

# screenplay writer.
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ideas across.

What gadgets do you use?

| have a computer at home, a
laptop, a mobile, an iPod, and
a DV camcorder.

What would be your dream
gadget, and why?

A gadget by which you could
do away with actors, singers
and all... It ideally would be a
combination of hardware and
software, where | can pick a
face and voice and then write
the screenplay, select the
scene, and do the whole movie
sitting at home! Something
like in an animation...

What do you do online?

I search for information.
Yesterday, | happened to have
been searching for a speech
by William Faulkner—a
literature Nobel Laureate. The
Internet is a vast storehouse
of information and you tend
to waste time if you don’t
know where to search for
what you want. | also check
my mails regularly.

Any instance where
technology has really
helped you?

In 1998, when my wife was on
a visit to Rishikesh, there was a
landslide... If not for the
mobile, it wouldn’t have been
easy to find out what was
going on there.

BEYOND ALGORITHMS

Search Vistas

earch need not mean just

Google or Yahoo! or MSN
or any of the biggies. There
exists no ideal search
engine. For finding a quote
by Winston Churchill,
you’re best off using
something like Google. But
for finding “deep”
information on a subject
like Bach’s music, you might
or might not be.

Consider a search
site called
PreFound.com,
which explains the
following about
itself. We quote it
because it is
representative of
“social” search in
general:

“PreFound.com
allows users to see what
others have gathered by
hand from the Web.
Knowledgeable,
interested people can
identify relevant sites
with greater accuracy
than a search engine.
You can leverage the
work already done by
others and build on that
base. So search what has
already been found on the
Web! PreFound.com can cut
through the clutter a typical
Google search might return
by adding the human
element.” Essentially, after
you’ve found a bunch of
useful links on a topic, you
share that with the
community.

One can’t yet say how
far such search will catch
on, but the traditional-
search companies—
including Google and

Yahoo!—are listening, and
with attention.

Del.icio.us is a site where
you share bookmarks and
thus discover new sites.
Flickr is a photo-sharing site
where you tag your pictures
and contribute to the pool
of photos people worldwide
can search for and discover.
And Yahoo! bought both
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WhKT peopLE HIVE
ALRERPY FOURK.

these start-

ups—which says something
about the gaining
importance of social search.
Part of Google’s foray into
social-search territory has
been its launch of Google
Co-op, an information-
sharing feature.

According to reports in
the media, Steven Marder,
co-founder of Eurekster Inc,
said Yahoo!’s and Google’s
entry into social search
validated their (Eurekster’s)
philosophy and

methodology. At Eurekster,
results are weighted based

on how many users click to
a given site.

Then there’s
StumbleUpon, where one
types in any topic of interest
and clicks to find a random
page of interest. Digg.com
and Netscape.com invite
visitors to recommend and
vote on which items get to
the top of the search list.
Where search involves
finding answers to
specific questions, we
have Yahoo! Answers,
and the paid-for Google
Answers. Microsoft is
working on something
similar.

Chris Sherman,
executive editor of Search
Engine Watch, has said
there’s room for lots of
players in the search race:
“We’ve got the major players
out there, but as people get
better at learning how to

navigate the Internet,

they’re not going to

necessarily be looking for
an answer from the titans
anymore. They’re going to
be looking for more
specialised or personalised
information.” But Shashi
Seth, product manager for
Google Co-op, has said
specialisation will never
take away much business
from the major companies.

“They’re all very niche
players in the area of
search,” Seth said. “We still
believe people will find core
search fulfilling the bulk of
their needs.”

The “problem” is that so
much of the information
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1”4 Security Watch

Microsoft Office
Vulnerabilities Again

A vulnerability has been
uncovered in several versions of
Windows including XP Home and
Professional. It can be exploited
to compromise a system,
allowing execution of arbitrary
code—meaning an attacker can
take over your computer.

The vulnerability is related
to the handling of hyperlinks in
Office documents, such as Excel
spreadsheets. It can be exploited
to cause a “stack-based buffer
overflow,” by tricking a user into
clicking a specially-crafted
hyperlink in a malicious Excel
document.

This vulnerability has been
confirmed even on a fully-
patched XP SP2 system running
Excel 2003 SP2. Other versions
may also be affected.

The solution to this as of
now is only to not open
untrusted Office documents, and
not to follow hyperlinks in any
Office document.

Security experts say they’ve
spotted a flaw in PowerPoint
being exploited “in the wild.”
July 17, Microsoft issued an
advisory on the vulnerability,
which it said affects PowerPoint
2000, 2002, and 2003, and that
it hoped to have a patch released
for it by August 8 or sooner.

So there’s no solution as of now—
except to be extremely careful
about what e-mail attachments
you download and open.

Microsoft says the flaw is not
present in its free PowerPoint
Viewer 2003 application.
However, some people believe
that last statement cannot be
entirely trusted, and that the
PowerPoint Viewer might, too,
be vulnerable.

out there is unstructured,
untagged, unclassified.
Different approaches are
needed to allow users to
access precisely the
information they want. In
fact, sites such as
StumbleUpon show that
“discovery” can be
considered an offshoot of
search, where people just
have an interest and are not
searching for anything in
particular. Sites such as
digg.com demonstrate the
concept of democracy in
search. And so on.

Search is continually
evolving. As this evolution
happens, and as people—
both users and
entrepreneurs—discover new
needs and possibilities, the
methodologies themselves
diversify.

Social search is now just
beginning to take off. And
it’s not competing with any
sophisticated algorithms: it
just serves a specific
function.

MORE DIFFICULT TO HANDLE

New Arenas
For Spam

A ccording to a study by
ail services company

MessageLabs, spammers are
increasingly exploring the
areas of mobile text
messaging, Web-based
instant messaging, blogs,
and social-networking
communities. Bayesian and
other improved e-mail spam-
filtering techniques have
indeed done a good job, but
this, in conjunction with the

lack of such filters for the
newer communication
technologies, means that
spammers would naturally
turn to these new channels.

“New communication
channels are largely
unprotected and offer rich
pickings for spammers
wanting to make sure their
messages get through,”
said Paul Stamp, a
Forrester analyst.

MessageLabs has said in
its latest monthly malware
report that spammers were
“more effectively targeting
recipients based on age,
location and other
characteristics.” Social
networking sites offer
spammers a “new level of
convergence and capability
to profile people,” said Mark
Sunner, CTO of
MessageLabs. Spammers are
focusing on such sites,
creating phony and
convincing profiles, which
contain links to “automated
instant messaging chat-bot
sirens” that entice unwary
Netizens to “lucrative
Webcam sites,” and then
either advertise the usual
Viagra or implants—or
attempt to put spyware on
their computers. The
MessageLabs report said, in
addition, that spammers are
using bait in the form of
“friend requests,” generated
by bots to target online
profiles in large numbers.
Blogs, too, already have too
many spam comments that
contain links to “disposable
spam domains,”
MessageLabs found.

Link spam, too, is on
the rise on both IMs and
on the Web—Sunner told

I I spend Rs 1000
8 every six

Episodic Game
Releases
A money-
spinning idea for
game developers
(lowered costs
and more sales
thanks to repeat
business) and one that gives
gamers their fix more often—
the episodic game has arrived!

| They’re too short! “
1 Sure, you get =
| your fix every

.| six or seven

| months, but ask

1 yourself: “Would

months for a six-hour game,
or upto Rs 2500 after four
years, for a gloriously long,
elaborate 20-hour game?”

ZDNet UK, “Spammers send
just a hyperlink, which can
lead to a malicious site, or
a phishing site. We expect
more cross-fertilisation of
malware as Yahoo!, MSN,
and Google become one
big blob.”

As people communicate
more—and in more ways—
it’s only to be expected that
where people congregate,
the spammers will arrive.
Only an increase in the
newer types of spam can be
expected. Analysts, however,
say there is no cause for
undue concern—the anti-
spammers, who have thus
far concentrated on Web
and e-mail security, are also
starting to look at the new
channels and how to
effectively protect the
public. Which means the
tide is rising, but it will fall
in due course of time to
acceptable levels.

“You’re playing an FPS. Whom would you shoot?”

Whoever mage g1 game e
Amarjeet Singh arr

“My boyfriendr

My brother...” Vrushali pawar

e Amruta Dhanawade

e
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J . r Pl - FrRANCE
The French government

A Round-up Of Technology News From Across The Globe

; el - has announced its
% CANADA = - . intention to provide 1.2

Plans have been s
confirmed to begin '1:%-
free roll-out of Wi-Fi ~ 7« © o
coverage in downtown &
Toronto -

i million of the country’s
poorest citizens with a
computer and
broadband connection

&1 UNITED STATES
Steps have been taken to

ol largely ban Internet
gambling. A bill now
makes it illegal for banks
and credit card companies
to make payments to

# CHINA
The country is further
increasing its grip on
the Internet.

"l Supervision of blogs
will be tightened; a

[l = MEXICO
The country is now Pirate
Heaven. For instance, in
some Internet cafes,
customers fill blank discs
with illegally downloaded

20

songs for about Rs 70

WHO'’S TO BLAME?

It’s Getting
Tougher On
The Kids

Last month’s cover story
was about what kids are
exposed to in the adult
world online. But when
talking of children and
the Internet, one also
needs to consider what
they are exposing online—
on social networking sites,
for example, or video-
sharing sites.

Statistics are available
for some countries, which
could be representative of
the situation in others. In
Britain, an alarming 61 per
cent of children aged 13 to
17 have a personal profile
on some social networking
site. Alarming because some
of them are giving out
personal details. Some are
showing off intimate
photographs of themselves
as part of their profile.
Many are going on to
physically meet people
they’ve encountered online.
Now consider that in

gambling sites

conjunction with the fact
that more than 50,000
sexual predators are
estimated to be online at
any given time.

Teachers and parents
alike are now alarmed at
how children are using the
sites, including Bebo,
Facebook, Friendster, and
MySpace.

In Australia, a study has
found that 40 per cent of
teens “would” physically
meet someone they’d met
online, and that only 12 per
cent would ask their
parents permission to do so.

Bebo organises networks
around schools, so
predators have all they
need—the schools’ addresses
along with the names,
pictures, and ages of the
kids on the site. And the
kids are to blame, too, if
kids can indeed be blamed:
girls as young as 13 show
pictures of themselves in
sexual poses—semi-nude or
in lingerie.

The phenomenon has
not gone unnoticed: the
sites are coming under
scrutiny. A certain head
teacher of a school in
England actually called in
police after she found that

popular chat-room

forum has been told to

tone down comments
=0 on sensitive topics

i% AUSTRALIA

% The country is getting tough on
sexual predators. A 55-year-old
man who wooed a teenage girl
on the Net in an attempt to lure
her into a sexual relationship

4 has been jailed, without him
having done anything offline

SOYOUWANNA.COM

S0 you wanna... buy an apartment? Mix a
few drinks? Save some money? Be a
model? Learn to play mah-jongg (which
we’ve given out on our CD/DVD)? Flatten
your abs? Buy a laptop? Face an interview?
Or at least have a sex change, for God’s
sake? This site where you should be
heading. The site teaches you about how
to do anything and everything that you

didn’t learn in school.

Tickle Tests

Has a lot of tests that provide
psychological insights based on actual
clinical cases. The tests allow you to
uncover the stuff deep inside you,
including any skeletons in the closet. They
are based on broad categories such as
entertainment, style and beauty, careers,
relationship, mind and body, teens,
lifestyle, family, and partners.

FINDNEWSPAPERS.COM

Stop your endless search for relevant
“ news, and take a look at newspapers
around the world! Just click on a country
name, look at a list of online newspapers
from that country, and select a paper.
This is a links site that opens up a world
of information. The site covers daily

newspapers, newspaper archives,
articles, and news-magazines.
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Photograph Purnendu Mukherjee

700 of her students had
signed up with Bebo,
and that some were
displaying indecent
images. She wrote to
parents about her
concerns: “Most girls
who have registered
have included a
potentially dangerous
amount of personal
detail. Some girls’
photographs could only
be described as soft
pornography.”

In Australia, the
New South Wales
Police are said to be
keeping an eye on the
sites. According to media
reports, the Internet unit is
dealing with more and
more reports from parents
worried that their children
had been approached
online.

“You can’t tell kids not
to go online. It’s part of
their lives now,” Sergeant
Richard Long said. “But they
need to be aware that...
people can look in and see
exactly what they’re doing.”

It’s tough on the kids of
this, the Internet generation.
Technology is enabling them
to do things earlier

_Each_month, Digit will carry a
and beat the Digii

ANp T SHALL
mpgam 'L“a‘.:,“_é
. ces
“&Eﬂm ENTER |
I

o}l Jaemy

generations couldn’t, and it
does look like at least some
of them aren’t aware of the
dangers. Naturally, education
and open discussion are the
answers, but there’s a
growing disconnect between
old-school parents and tech-
savvy kids. Protecting
children from pornography
is one thing, but what is to
be done when the kids
actually want to be perceived
as sexy?

There’s not really much
cause for concern in India: a
15-year-old girl here is

caption for a photo.
tteam at their ‘t))wn game! Entries accepted by the 2

h something funnier,

Come up Witl

rather unlikely to show off
semi-nude pictures of
herself online. But that’s as
of now. Who is to say what
it will be like in urban
India five years from now?
This issue, like many
others, highlights the fact
that there’s more than just a

generation gap between

parents and today’s children.

This is a transitional time—
between the offline and the

connected worlds. We can
only suppose that things will
iron themselves out as and

when the transition is

complete.

BETTER THAN FLASH

MRAM
Finally Out

RAM has been in the

news off and on in the
past couple of years, with
several chipmakers pursuing
the technology—including
IBM. Now Freescale
Semiconductor has
announced the commercial
availability of an MRAM
chip—getting to the finish
line first, as it were.

oth of this month.

Beat

That.

Digit Caption
“Tech Bed”

Last Month’s Winner!
Rohan Kumar

3/61, New Area, Gandhi Nagar,
Jharkhand

“Windows XP ‘BABY’ Edition”

E-mail your caption with the
subject ‘Beat That’, and your
postal address, to
beatthat@thinkdigit.com
and win

Web Development §
with Microsoft Visual
Studio 2005

by John Paul Mueller

Published by
#WILEY-INDIA

What is special about
MRAM, or Magnetoresistive
RAM, is that it’s a sort of
cross between a hard disk
and Flash; it’s fast, like other
magnetic storage, and is non-
volatile, like Flash. It’s better
than Flash because it’s faster
and doesn’t degrade over
time. MRAM uses magnetic
materials combined with
conventional silicon circuitry.
In fact, it is referred to as
“universal memory,” and
could potentially take over
the role of chips found in
nearly every electronic device
from PCs to cell phones.

“The older memory
technologies are awkward to
work with in a mobile
computing environment,”
said Bob Merritt, an analyst
with Semico Research. “This
is a significant step forward
and absolutely critical for
moving into the smaller
forms that consumers and
industry want.”

In fact, Will Strauss, an
analyst with research firm
Forward Concepts, said this
was the “most significant
memory introduction in
this decade.” He added,
“MRAM, in theory, is the
holy grail of memory.”
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Swaradhnyee vs. Mohnish

Struggling to find the button that unlocks the theme options, Swaradhnyee clicked
all the buttons in order. This took some time, but with her fool-proof way of doing
things, she eventually found the button. The selection of a suitable theme got her
thinking a little too much, we feel. (Go on, girl—just choose one!) At the end, a
combination of green and yellow it was. (Flowers and leaves?) Probably because
she’d already spent so much time, a harried Swaradhnyee skipped the colour and
Widget selection entirely. Then she fumbled a couple of times with other sections
(Manage, Blogroll, and Options). No widgets and not much customisation, and to
top it off, she couldn’t figure how to view the blog she’d made!

00:13:32:09

s

Mohnish oozed confidence and zest when we told him how simple—and fun—our set
task was. He was soon looking at how to choose a theme, but missed the button. He
then navigated to a section called Manage, but didn’t find the theme layout option
there either. And then it happened: his cursor jumped to Presentation, where all
the layout options are. Whew! Zooming through the themes, he selected a
distinctive black. Selecting the Widgets was just a matter of some juggling. Content
with his efforts, Mohnish selected View Site, and sat up grinning at the monitor. OK,
it needn’t have taken as long as it did, but the layout is a little confusing!

MRAM will likely be
used in embedded devices,
says Saied Tehrani, Freescale
director of MRAM and
smartmos technology. The
first markets for MRAM are
likely to be in settings where
durability is critical, such as
in automotive and
industrial settings.

But then there’s the
issue of price: a 4-Mbit chip
costs $25, which translates

to $50 (Rs 2,200) per
megabyte! Clearly, it isn’t
going to replace Flash—or
hard disks—in commercial
devices anytime soon.
Freescale selling MRAM
right now is more about
potential than profit. The
fact is, like we hinted at,
that it’s been difficult to
bring to market. Freescale
thinks being the first to sell
MRAM will give it an

advantage over rivals such
as IBM. “By being first, we
know how to leverage the
technology, how to advance
it into other product
portfolios,” Tehrani said.

350 MILLION USERS

The IM Wall
Has Fallen

M interoperability is quite

the buzzword right now,
but the idea is not new:
interoperability between IM
services has consistently
topped users’ wish lists. In
October 2005, Microsoft and
Yahoo! had announced that
with the release of the next
versions of their IM
products, their users would
be able to talk to each other.
That announcement,
tellingly, followed Google’s
launch of Google Talk. And
now, the walls have been torn
down: the latest versions of
MSN Messenger (called
Windows Live Messenger)
and Yahoo! Messenger with
Voice can communicate with
each other.

There exist third-party
software such as Gaim and
Trillian, which allow one to
connect to more than one
IM service at the same time,
but the problem is that the
IM services don’t support
such clients—meaning users
could experience difficulties
when the IM services tweak
certain features. In addition,
they don’t support audio
or video chats, which the
new Microsoft/Yahoo!
network might.

This is a partnered
public beta testing of
interoperability between the
two IM services—meaning
the test is to ensure that the

networks can handle the
combined 350 million user
base, the world’s largest. The
test service is available in 19
countries, including India.
The trial version of the new,
interconnected client was
out July 13, with the final
release expected by the end
of this year.

Users will be able to sign
up from the services’ home
pages: messenger.yahoo.com
and ideas.live.com. After the
testing period, all users
across both networks will be
able to cross-IM. Voice chat
is, however, not on the list
of features for the beta.

Delivering a larger,
combined user base, says
Laura Martin, an analyst at
Soleil-Fulcrum Research,
should give Yahoo! and
Microsoft “more clout in
attracting online advertising
dollars.” She went on to add,
“Combining users creates
loyalty. Strategically, it
becomes best to partner with
a competitor,” Martin said.

It looks like partnerships
and joint ventures are being
increasingly resorted to by
Internet tech companies:
“The enemy of my enemy is
now my friend,” said
Michael Gartenberg, vice
president and research
director at Jupiter Research
(www jupiterresearch.com).
“With new services coming
to market, such as Skype and
Google Talk, the ability to
maintain interoperability is
another reason to remain
open and form these types
of partnerships.”

Joe Wilcox, senior analyst
at Jupiter Research, said the
new relationship would open
the door for cross-
advertising. And, “If they’re
thinking about their future,
the integration is just the
first step to other things.”

Reverse Hyper Threading...

...is what people are saying AMD is into right now. The
company is reportedly working—or has already
worked—on a new hardware threading
implementation, the so-called Reverse HT. This is
AMD’s reply to Intel’s Conroe desktop processor.
Reverse HyperThreading, or Anti-HT technology is,
reportedly, a function that would allow multiple CPU
cores appear to the OS as a single logical processor.

It is said to boost the performance of single-
threaded applications on multi-core processors.

Ever since Intel declared the Conroe, the Internet
has been full of speculation about how it will stack up,
since AMD’s AM2 chips “already have Reverse HT,” and
“just require” a BIOS update and a new CPU driver.
Tech forums on the Net are busy dissecting the issue,
though AMD has not made any official comments.
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The “X” In Office 2007

What's with the “x’?

The file formats for Office 2007
will use XML and ZIP. The Office
2007 suite files will have default
file extensions with “x” after
their “old” file extensions—so, for
example, .doc and .xls become
.docx and .xIsx.

Why is XML used in Office?
Using XML, documents consisting
of structured information as
content will have some indication
of what role that content will
perform. XML-based file formats
will aid in smooth data
interoperation, data
management and security,
recovery of data, and, of course,
reduced file sizes.

How are these different?
Office XML documents will be
backwards-compatible with
previous versions of the suite.
Office XML file formats are ZIP-
compressed as a ZIP container,
which results in reduced file sizes
and improved data recovery with
corrupted files. Since the Office
XML file formats are platform-
independent, any non-Microsoft
application such as XML-Broker
can be used to process t