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•  Xtreme Racing (tab!
•  Gloom Deluxe
•  Airbus A320  II (zzzzz)
•  Super Skidmarks Extra
•  SS2 Turbo
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E159

The Super XL Drive allows  you to s tore
3.5MB on a high density disk.

3.5 S t i r  XL DRIVE ,  . 1 1 2 9 . 9 5

The XL Y e  a l lows  y 0  s t o r e  a
1.76MB on a high density disk.

1.76 XL DRIVE EXTERNAL •  . 1 7 9 . 9 5
1.76 XI. DRIVE INTERNAL  E 7 5
1.76 XL DRIVE A4000  E 7 5
PC/380B EXT•POWER DRIVE . . E 4 9 . 9
5

PC881 A500   E 3 0 . 9 5
PC882 A2000  1 3 5 . 9 5
PC883 A600/1200 . . . . . . . .  E 3 5 . 9 5

1 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI  L 2 5 9
1 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI EXTERNAL E 3 3 5

MICROPOLIS
2 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI •  •  M A L L
4 GIGABYTE 3_5 SCSI 1 C A L L
9 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI •   E C A L L

HITACHI
340MB 2•5 IDE  E C A L L
SIOMB 2.5 IDE  I C A O -
810MB 2•5 iDE  1 C A L L
1 GIGABYTE 2.5 IDE  E C A L L

OTHERS
120MB 2•5 IDE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  195

£24.95

External IDE ha rd  dis k  f o r  t he  4500
comes complete wit h  an internal ROM
switcher, and upgradable to 4MB RAM

M-TEC AT500 BARE . . . . . . . . . . .  L99
PLEASE CALL FOR HD SIZES

MEMORY REOUiRE530-PIN SIMMS

External PCMCIA 3.5" IDE hard disk
199

.1259OVERDRIVE BARE
OVERDRIVE 420MB

ZIP DRIVE 100MB SCSI  E 1 7 9 . 9 5
100MB DISKETTE   £ 1 5 . 9 5

ZIP DRIVE REQUIRES SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE

M 1
, 4  
R  
1
)  
-
I

1 1 1 WE E MN IE R
1 1 3 1 1The Syquest EZ13S driv e  ,s  an idea l
s torage dev ice.  Th e  EZ Dr iv e  s tores
135MB o n  a  s in g le  3 . 5 "  c a r t r i d g e
and h a s  a  s e e k  t i m e  o f  13_5ms •
Comes c o mp le t e  w i t h  o n e  1 3 5 MB
c art ridge.  (A SCSI interface is require

Backup to 520MB OM° a 4hr VHS tape.
Version 3 has new backup modes  f o r
Amiga's with a 68020 or higher CPU,

VIDEO BACKUP SCART  £ 6 5
VIDEO BACKUP PHONO  1 6 0
UPGRADE TO VERSION 3 . . . . .  . 1 2 0

FLOPPY E X P A N D E R
Save 1.5M0 on a s tandard fl oppy drive
and 3MB wh e n  us ed in  c on junc t ion
wit h  the XL Drive 1.76.

FLOPPY EXPANDER
E10

Disk Expander can add upto to 50% t o
y our ha rd  d r iv e  capac ity  a n d  work s
wi t h  a l l  d r iv es  in c lu d in g  SCSI, IDE,
Floppies and even the RAM disk. Disk
Expander work s  on  any  A miga  w i t h
any Kickstart_

DISK EXPANDER  £ 1 9 . 9 5

I I T I V I I M
I R S 1 3 3 1SCSI case suitable for CD-ROM/HO/DAT
and Opt'ical drives.

5.25" SCSI or IDE CASE  f 7 9 . 9 5
3.5 SCSI or IDE CASE  1 7 9 . 9 5

111 . 111
3 3 1111
.
1
.
11111

SX-32 is an internal add-on card for your
CD32 and features: VGA port, RGB port.
parallel port ,  serial p o r t  ex ternal disk
drive port  (1.75MB), clock, controller for
2.5" hard disk, and a SIMM socket (up to
8ME)• Turn your CD-32 into a Al200,

SX-32 MODULE  £ 1 9 9 . 9 5

W i l l a n n t E n "
1 1

1 X 4 DIP
256 X 4 DIP
1 X 1 DIP
CIA
GARY
PAULA
DENISE
SUPER DENISE
KEYBOARD IC
FAT AGNLIS 1MB
FAT AGNUS 2 MB

1
6

S C S
I  
EXTERNAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
E l 5

WORKBENCH 3.1 A50012000 •  • E 8 5
WORKBENCH 3.1 A3000/4000 •  E 9 5

EVICE  £ 1 9R S 2 3
2  CABLE
ROM SHARE lbS C S I  ha rd  c

a r d  w h i c h  c a n  
fi t  
8 M B

RAM on-board.

HC-8 KS!  CARD

1 0 - E X T E N D E R

GVP R A M

Award winning Amiga Genlock.

G-LOCK AMIGA GENLOCK . . L 2 5

Zorro II card that provides an addit
•serial port, parallel port  and connect e a s e  $
f or o p t io n a l  R5422 a n d  R$232 p o  t  -.
-
--te a
Call f or details  e r a

ioEXTENDER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ES

Offi cial GVP RAM S1MMs•

2.04 ROM CHIP . . . . . . . . . . . .  L25 Amiga.

4MB GVP RAM . . . . . . . . .  E159
16MB GVP RAM . . . . . . . . . . . .  E549

E99 ; v 1
1

A 68060 accelerator board for the A20
,
.
running at  50MHz  and a l lowing  up
,  -128MB of  user installable memory ano
SCSI-II hard disk controller.

42000 68040 (OMB RAM) . . . . .  LTEIA
42000 68060 (OMB RAM) . . . . .  ETI3A
4MB STANDARD ADD . . . . .  1 1 2 5 . 9 5
4MB GVP ADD •  . . . . . . . . . . . .  E159

!.3 ;) C  f. :\ (. O s " :

ACEEX V32 BIS 14.4 NOT VI APPROVED . L99  E l l
X - L IN K  TRUI V 3 4 2 8 8 8 7 A P P R OV E OL2 2 9 • 9 5 "

TRAPFAX MODEM SOFTWARE •U . L 4 9A M ODE M S  INCLUDE SOFTWARE AND CAB:•

256 x 32 SIMM 72-PIN (1MB) . . . . E 4 0
512 X 32 SIMM 72•PIN (2MB) • •  . E75
1 X  32 SIMM (4MB)  1 1 2 5 . 9 5
2 X 32 SIMM (8MB)  £ 2 3 5 . 9 5
4 X 12 SIMM (16MB)  L 4 9 9 . 9 5
1 X 8 SIMM 32-PIN (1M13) . . . . . .  E30
4 X 8 SIMM 32.-PIN (4MB) •  • , •
1 X 4 STATIC COLUMN A3000 • •  •E25£ 2 5  i n c t u d e d  where yousee t h is  Logo

LS
ES

E12 l a r M I E N T E M
1 1 1 1 1

SYOUEST EZ135M13 . . . .  E 2 3 9 . 9 5
135MB CARTRIDGE . . . . . . . . .  ECALL F O R  ANY SPARES REQUIRED PLEASE CALL S Q UI RRE L  MPEG

f59.95
E79.95
E29.95

•

:41
-
0 
r

SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE
AURA
MEGALOSOUND . . . . .

• s g u i r r e t  s c s i in t e r f ac e  I
E l 9  S u r f  Squirrel offers  an even higher SC

119

p e r f o r m a n c e ,  auto booting, and ultra-faL19 serial port. Surf squirrel is the idea 1 E25 expansion peripheral for your Amig -
E U 1 2 0 0 . Pleasecallf o rmoreinformation.£19

L 2 9  S U R F  SQUIRREL . . . . .  . .  -  . . EPO  A

PRINTER CABLE  £ 6 I F E I N I K E E I N
2 1 3 3 1
Squirrel MPEG allows you to play Video(and COI CD-ROM's, Squirrel MPEG brings
high quality digitally mastered images a-
16-bit  s tereo sound t o  y ou and yo_

EPO A



• • 8MB o '

POWER SCAN 4 S/W ONLY £20
PC INTERFACE + COL SAV
PC INTERFACE + BAN SIW 1 3 9 . 9 5

KOMI
deck

1

vi addit iona
connectior

RS232 p o r t

1 5 9

EI SA
ETBA

f125. 951

RAM E X P A N S I O N
A 2MB RAM board for the A
,
n 
t
h
e 
t
r
a
p 
d
o
o
r 
s
o
t

1 9 9  A500 2 W  RAM  E 9 0

MEMORY CARDS
512K RAM WITH CLOCK . 1 2 4 . 9 5

12K RAM WITHOUT CLOCK E 1 9 • 9 5
E 2 5 9  A600 1MB RAM  £ 3 9 . 9 5

A500+ 1MB RAM  £ 2 9 . 9 5

M E G A C H I P  R A M
Increase your Amiga 500/2000 chip RAM to
a total of  2MB. MegaChip does this  by
using its  own 2MB RAM and also now
includes a 2MB Fat Agnus_ No soldering is
required.

MEGACHIP RAM  £ 1 5 9 . 9 5

A 5 0 0  6 8 0 2 0 E C
f 1 5 9

A 68020 EC processor accelerator card for
£ 5 4 9  t he A500 and 4500+, with an option to fi t

a 68881 o r 68882 co-processor (PLCC or
PGA). This  card can fi t  upto 4MB FAST

or the A200al RAM and is fully  auto-confi guring.
lowing upt o
lemory and

NOT COMPATIBLE WITH GVP HARD DRIVE

4500 68020 EC OMB RAM 1 9 9 . 9 5
A500 68020 EC 4M8 RAM . 1 2 3 9 . 9 5

PRINTERS/MONITORS
• • • 1 1 5 9 t  MICROVITEC 1438 i v   £ 2 8 9

EPSON STYLUS INC.PAPER  E 4 8 9

r r r R  EPSON STYLUS PRO XL A3+ . 1 1 4 9 9
EPSON STYLUSFPRO XL INCLUDE STUDIO iiS OFi w aR l
STUDIO II SOFTWARE  E 4 9 . 9 5

iPROVED . 1 9 9
of229 . 95
RE E 4 9
AND CABLES

VGA A D A PTOR
VGA ADAPTOR   E 1 5

G L I D E P O I N T
Intuitive cursor control at your fi nger tips
,'Tap f o r  an instant selection. Connects to

• . 1 5 9 . 9 5  t h e  S er ia l  p o r t .  ( This  is n o t  a  gr aphic s  tab le t)_ 0 9 . 9 5
E 2 9
.
9 5  
A
L
P
S  
G
L
I
D
E
P
O
I
N
T  
/
5
9
.
9
5

interface
you

normil
higher SCSI

Ind ultra-fast
is t he  ideal
your Amiga
rmation,

U I -
lay VideoCD
VIPEG brings
images and

u and y our

POWER  T A B L E T
Pen and cursor controlled graphic tablet,
including cables and software.

POWER TABLET 12 X 12 _ 1 1 9 5 . 9 5
twa. PEN, CURSOR AND POWER TAB VW

G U R U - R O M  V 6
A SCSI driver for all Series II host adaptors
and ac c elerator cards  f o r  a l l  A miga
computers. This ROM has a very fast trans-
fer rate of up to 3.5M815, maximising your
CPU processing t ime. Guru supports all
SCSI device types inc luding hard drives,
CD-ROM drives, scanners, Syquest drives
etc.Guru ROM is compatible with Amiga
OS 1.3 through to 3.1 and is SCSI -1/SCSI-2
c ompat ib le.  Pleas e c a l l  f o r  f u r t h e r
information.

• - - " O A
.  
G U R
U
-
R O M  
V
6   
£
4
9
.
9
5

t

P OWE R  S C A N N E R
The a w e
includes the
24-bit at upto ( a l l
AGM*, Scan in  g r e y s C a  eS at
4000PI (ail Arnigas), Thru•port for
connection, Fully  supports AGA chipset,
Display HAM8/24-bit  images on a non-
AGA Amiga (v ia image conversion), f u ll
editing facilities included. Works with 2,04
ROM or above, min  1MB (rec ommend
2M6).

POWER SCAN 4 BAN  £ 8 9 . 9 5
POWER SCAN 4 COLOUR _ 1 1 6 9 . 9 5
OCR OICIUGHT WITH SCANNER)   £ 2 0
OCR SOFTWARE  £ 4 9 . 9 5

FLATBED SCANNERS
24-bit 44 fl atbed scanners, complete with
software, cables and manual.*
EPSON GT-5000  £ 4 8 9 . 9 5
24-arr INC POWERSCAN SOFTWARE

EPSON GI-8500  E 5 7 9 . 9 5
24-BIT, INC. POWERSCAN SOFTWARE

EPSON GT-9000  E 7 2 9 . 9 5
24-51r. INC IMAGE FX REV 1.5 SOFTWARE

ADPRO SOFTWARE  £ 1 4 9 . 9 5
IMAGE FX 2.0 5/W  £ 1 4 9 . 9 5

SCANNER SOFTWARE
FLATBED POWERSCANNER f35

GRAPHIC/VIDEO
PICASSO II 2MB RAM  £ 2 4 9 . 9 5
INCLUDING TV PAiNT INS

PICASSO II 2MB RAM  £ 3 9 9 . 9 5
INCLUDING Tv  PAINT 2

VIDEO DAC   E 2 5
i t t l i t  GRAPHICS ADAPTOR

phone o rd e rs
We accept most ma jo r cred it  cards and are
happy to help you with any queries.

p o s ta l  o r d e r s
Ordering by cheque/PO please make payable to
Power Computing Ltd and specify which delivery
s r equir ed

aaaaa n ty
All Power products come w it h  a  12  month
warranty unless otherwise specified.

t e c h n i c a l  s u p p o r t
Help is on  hand with  a lu l l  Technical Backup
service which is provided for Power customers.

s a i l - o r d e r  p r i c e s
All prices listed are fo r the month of publication
only, call to confirm prices before ordering.

e x p o r t  o r d e r s
Most items are available a t  Tax Free Prices t o
non-EC residents. Call t o  confirm prices BFPO
orders welcome.

Nei E - o r der  t e r n s

All prices include VAT. Specifications and prices
are sub ject  t o  change w it h o u t  n o t ice . A l l
trademarks are acknowledged. Al l  orders in
writing o r by telephone w ill be accepted on ly
subject t o  our terms and condit ions o f  trade.
copies of which are available on request.

FOR ANY INFORMATION PLEASE CALL

S C A N D O U B L E R  I I

AGA m o d e s  and scan doubles:
interlaced PAUNTSC modes to allow VGA
monitors to display them. Supports VGA,
S-VGA and Mult is c an monitors .  P ix el
sharp pic ture, even a t  1440 horizontal
resolution and has a standard 15-pin VG
type connector. Comes wit h  compos it
video/S-VHS outputs.

SCAN DOUBLER II

TBC-ENHANCER
Reduction of  quality  loss when copying,
colour and contrast correction, suppression
of  c o lou r  drop-out s ,  e l im in a t io n  of „,a,
bas ic ally  any  c opy  p ro t e c t io n .  T h a i .
v ideo s ignal is  edited in  profess ional
4 2 2  studio standard and is sychronized
entirely  new.

IBC-ENHANCER  £ 9 1 9 . 9 5

NEPTUNE GE N  LOCK
Excellent p ic t u re  qualit y ,  a u t o  f ade
c ont rol.  A lpha c hannel and op t iona l
software control.

NEPTUNE-GENLOCK  £ 5 9 9 . 9 5

SIRIUS I I  GE N LOC K
Just like the Neptune-Genlock, the new
Sirius II combines excellent quality  with
user friendliness. In addition, this genlock
disposes o f  blue-box  k ey ing,  bypass,
RGB-colour correc t ion, a  s tereo-audio
control wit h  mic rophone input  as well
as an integrated test pattern generator
for adjustment.

SIRIUS II GENLOCK  E 9 1 9 . 9 5

S C A N N E R

E489

£195

E59.95

POWERSCAN

POWERTA

GLIDEPOINT

G L I D EPO I N T

NAME
ADDRESS

P O S T C O D E
TELEPHONE NO
.

SYSTEM OWNED
DESCRIPTION

TOTAL AMOUNT (inc. del ivery) E

CREDIT CARD NO.
EXPIRY DATE  S I G N A T U R E

DELIVERY 2 - 3  DAYS E2.50 J NE X T DAY E5 EISAT E 1 0 0

MINIMUM DELIVERY 12.50 ALLOW UP TO 7  DAYS FOR CHEQUES TO CLEAR

TEL: 01234 273000 FAX: 01234 352207 K I
POWER C O M P U T I N G  L T D  4 4 A 1 B  S T A N L E Y  S T.  B E D F O R D  M K 4 1  7 R W

P O W E R .
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Features
VideoStage  Pro 2 5
This month's incredibly versatile cover disk
application is VideoStage Pro: turn your Amiga
into a complete audio-visual presentation
system. Our tutorial shows you how to get the
most from this user-friendly package, with walk-
through guides to creating a range of varied
projects, from video titling to the weather fore-
cast to interactive multimedia presentations!

S o f t w a r e  ' 9 6  3 2
We investigate the state
of the software
industry in 1996, see
what's due for release
during the year and
interview developers and
publishers to find out
what's really happening.

Games

P R E V I E W S
• Arien Breed 3 D  II 3 8

Team 17 are at it again. Their accolade
winning Doom clone is back, this time in
1 tel p ixe l  m o d e  a n d  i t ' s  lo o kin g  g o o d .

• W a t c h t o w e r  3 9
When is Chaos Engone not Chaos Engine?
When it's Watchtower. Or so it seems so
tar anyway.

REVIEWS
• X T r e m e  Racing  4 2

Last  m o n t h 's su p e rb  co ve r d isk g a m e  is
ready a n d  i t s  g o o d ,  re a l g o o d . Tu rn  t o
page 42 for some hot racing action.

1LJ

•  SSFII T u rb o  4 7
Gametek have taken a stab at
Streettighter after US Gold's OK attempt.
And this version kicks butt.

•  Gloom Deluxe 5 1
This is the basic Gloom with some fancy
graphics and a better viewing mode really.
St ill im p  o f  t h e  b e st  t h o u g h

•  Super
Sk id marks  Ext ra  52
The basic Saurtnarlis game with
12 extra fancy tracks. Still a cracking
good game though.

*A i rb u s  A 3 2 0  5 5
Learn how to fly with this simulator and
try getting getting into the mile high club
by the back door. (Are you surt?-Ed)

PLAYERS
GUIDES
• Va mp y ra  5 6

Vamp te lls u s h o w  she  g o t  he r d iamond
ring. Th is and o the r gems o f  w isd o m  are
shared a s pa rt  o f  he r 'he lp  the  RPt ie r quest '.

•  Snip Tips 5 9
Regular tipster Matt Broughton is off to
New Y041C for his holidays but he left us
some sn ip  t ip s be fo re  he  le t t . Wh a t  a  g u y!
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IREVIEWS
•  Imagine 4 . 0  6 2

Following our great Imagine 3 cover disk.
Impulse ate hack with the latest version.

•  Blizzard 1 2 6 0  6 6
Plug a 68060 into your Al200! Blizzard's new
accelerator is the fastest Al200 plug-in ever!

•  Blitz Basic 2 .1  6 9
The power of machine code married to the
simplicity of BASIC - a perfect combination?

•  Wo rd w o rt h  5  7 2
Word processing has never bad so many bells
and whistles!

_

HP 8511c 11

Epson Stylus Its 71

•  Epson Stylus Ns 7 7
Need a new printer? How about this lovely
model from Epson?

•  HP 8 5 0 c  7 7
Or maybe this one from Hewlett Packard?
Just the thing for those Wordworth documents.

•  'Green ' Pen  M o u s e  78
Searching for an alternative to your mouse
for those delicate graphics applications?

•  Screen Be a t  Bass
Wo o f e r  Sy s t e m 7 8
Stick this under your desk and the satellite
speakers either side to bring a whole new
aspect to games and Amiga music.

•  Da t aSt o re  7 9
Di oa  have a new database for your Amiga
to keep track of all those Star Trek videos/
stamps/records (delete as applicable

C D - R O M S
•  CD- ROM  Round Up  80

The Assassins transfer their PO game
compilations to CD ROM, while EM Computer-
graphic have another new clip art and font CO.

Get Serious

CONTENTS

V i d e o S t a g e  P r o  8
Whether you want to create interactive
multime dia  syste ms,  a dd t it le s a nd
credits to your videos, conduct flashy
presentations to business associates or
club members, or simply try your hand
at doing the weather forecast,
VidooStage Pro is the package for you
I ts here in ail its glory - the full pro-
gram - on cover disk 128 Turn to page
eight for morel

G lo o m Deluxe 1 1
(and tan custom levels for Worms)
It doesn't get any better than this. On
disk 129 we've got a demo of the
latest version of that all time favourite
-  Gloom . I t 's looking  good. An d  ju st
when you thought we'd gone further
titan could be reasonably expected
we've also included ten custom
levels for Worms_ Hurrah.

Public Domain
•  PD Scen e  8 2

Some decent games are turning up in the
public domain this month, along with a few
spinny demos for the spaceheads,

•  PD Util it ies 8 7
The fruits of this months serious PD orchard
Includes some timing tools and an Internet
guide amongst other gems.

Golden Joysticks 106
I t's t ha t  t i m e  of
year  aga i n,  w h e n
gol de n j oyst i cks
ar e  ha nde d  out
t hos e  w or t hy
.y our  votes .
W h o  c r ea t
t he  be s t
g a m e  i n
' 9 5 7  Y I N i
n
d

m a k e
dec i s i ons .



I m ag i n e  3 . 0  9 2
Part two of John Kennedy's Imagine 3.0 tutorial covers the
mysteriously powerful texture and attributes settings.

1ST comptiTiii CENTRE 2 2 5 2 3  23 1113 231444 11111 5 7 111%2113D
11111 SOFTWARE 5 3 11124 310E2 MARKT A S

1
1
1
1
1
2
3
4  
7
1
7
5
.
1

ACTIVE SOTIVIARE 1 1 ,  74 175 11325 3522141 MECATRONIX 31 77172
ANALOGIC 1111 541%75 Da ASSOCIATES 5 7 D1543 251373
CARE ELECTRONICS 1 8 11123 134114 PLEXUS IIAIDIA 1 6 0345 661115
COMMIX COMMIT'S 6 1 11706 2215531 POST HASTE 7 5 01227 7661111
CI AMIGA CLASSIFFIELIS 118101,111,Th 0171 172 1711 POWER COMPUTING I  EC. 3.11 C NC n1234 143311
NIEL l i b  IS 01712 744101 PREMIER MAIL ORDER 1 1 1 012%277172
EFFIGY 4 1 01521 834020 RESPONSE ADVERTISING 5 1 01423 530111
EPIC MARIIIINC I I . 01713 % M I SAIHNESS PO 5 1 012113722161
EMERALD CREATIVE 2 4 1111 1155300 SELECT/JONI 4 1 01712 212135
IVERGLAIE 7 6 11667 454133 SIREN SOFTWARE 1 3 1161 7165271
EXCLUSIVE PSI R D 11715 642411 SUTURE 2001 5 4  Er 55 11371 171%1
ROOT COMPUTER SERVICES 68
GOLDEN IMAGE 6 8

11171 252 3553
list  1111 1211

SOITMODO
SPECIAL RESERVE 7 11

11
1
12
77
?
: 
m
8
3
6
2
7
0
4
1
1

GORDON iminvoos 1 , 11733 136711 U11111 PO 5 1 11131 S521514
GREETIONICS I S 0111 An All3 1117 Pt 5 4 01507 450114
G 1 I I 1141617115137 VISAGE COMPUTERS I I 0115 %2
III SOOT 3 1 1 3 1 11525 71111 ITIZARO DEVELOPMENTS I I 2;2:07:2;

O c t a M E D  5 . 0 4  9 6
Ed Wiles wraps up the OcteMED 5,04 tutorial with a look at
the fiendishly tricky looking synthetic sound editor,

A m i g a  E  9 8
The final part of Jason Hulance's Amiga E series rounds off
with some finishing touches to the text-finder project.

W i r e d  Wo r l d  1 0 0
FT P clients are the subject of this month's guide to comma and
the Internet w hat to download and where to get it from.

T o n y  H o rg an ' s  So u n d  L a b  1 0 3
A trio of handy sound tools are put in the spotlight this month
including a neat tool to take digital data from audio CDs.

F req u en t ly  A s k e d  Q u est io n s  1 1 3
Se t t in g  u p  yo u r  Am ig a  t o r  I n t e rn e t  a cce ss is  n o  e a sy b u sin e ss.
FAO co ve rs so m e  o f  t h e  co m m o n  p ro b le m s a n d  q u e rie s.

Q + A  N l as t e rc i ass  1 1 4
What is this thing called AfWe? John Kennedy's Masterclass
explains all.

Q u est io n s  a n d  A n s w e r s
Heaners t e ch n ica l p ro b le m s a re  so lve d  o n ce  a g a in  b y  t h a t
d yn a m ic d u o  M a t  Be t t in so n  a n d  To n y Ho rg a n

B a c k c h a t

1 1 6

1 1 8
Have you got something to tell the world? This is your soapbox:
w h a t  h a ve  yo u  g o t  t o  sa y?

Po in t s  o f  V i e w  1 2 2
The L.0 Anuga Marwine team give their opinions on all things
Amiga, along with guest speaker Andy Leaning.

CO5
EMI

CiO2

Su b scrip t io n s  1 2 1
Our cover price may have gone up slightly this month but our
special offer of 12 issues for the price of eight is still therel Do
yourself a favour and take out a subscription right now. You won't
be sorry you did

Editorial
T h er e ' s  sti l l  n o  si gn of Amiga
Technologies 0-Drive, but let's hope it arrives along
in time for next months big surprise: our second
cover CD-ROM. The first one in November last year
proved very popular and this time were hoping to
expand it to accommodate all those CD32 owners
who were disappointed last time around. We've sent

Mat away to a darkened room with a 1 Gigabyte hard drive and he's
promised to come up with some serious goods.

But back to this month, and what a lovely bunch of goodies there
are in the issue. In the games section the highlight has to be XTreme
Racing, the best multi-player fun we've had in a long time. Gloom
Deluxe is top stuff too, though I was hoping for a few more levels. In
the technical section we've got Tony Horgan heaven: the Blizzard
1260, the first 060 board we've received for the Al200. Fast isn't the
word (well, it is actually).

The closure of the Maidenhead Amiga Technologies office came as
a disappointing shock (see news). Apparently due to failure of the
Amiga to reach its sales targets during Christmas, three members of
staff have also had to be made redundant. See page 120 for comment.

Alan Dykes, Editor
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SENSUALITY
MOUSE MAT
Rated 15. Simply  state
'Sensuality Offer' as you join.
OR T H E  GUYVER 1

MANGA VIDEO
VHS tape Rated 15. Simply

state 'Guyver 1 Offer' as you join.

ABSOLUTELY FREE
When you buy any one tern at the same time as joining or renewing your membership tor one year
Overseas members add E2 carriage. Existing members can renew early to take advantage

of these offers - we'll iust add 12 months to your current expiry dale.
All offers are sublect to stock ava,lability and may change.

OVERDRIVE NARD DRIVES
FOR AGC0 AND Al KG

OVERDRIVE V.11 250 MO
OVERDRIVE V.I1 125 OR 11272 kW
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BUY ANY ONE ITEM AT THE
SAME TIME AS JOINING OR

RENEWING FOR ONE YEAR AND
WELL GIVE YOU

QUICKJOY
FOOTPEDAL

Simply state •Footpedal
Offer' as you join,

AMIGA PERIPHERALS
DRIVE YOUR AMIGA G I V E  YOURSELF

TO IT'S LIMIT T O T A L  CONTROL

209.99
2E19.99

EXTERNAL DISK DRIVE . . . . . . 47.99
SUITABLE FOR ANY AMIGA AND SX-1
HIGH DUAL  ITY COt.0 .1 1 9  MAT CHED.
LO NG REACH CABLE
iNTERNAL DRIVE A500)
INTERNAL DRIVE IA&I 2001 5 4 , 9 9

POWER FOR THE PEOPLE
MAGA POWER SUPPLY 2 6 . 9 0
SUITABLE FO R AM aA  A500 . A600
AND 41202, 23  WAT T S ST ANDARD
O UTPUT !CO LO UR M AY VARY!

ANT)-SURGE 4 WAY TRAILING
MULT1PI-LIG 2 4 . 9 9

ALLOWS U P I°  4 DEVICES
TO BE SAFELY CONNECTED
TO O NE O UTLET AND
PRO T ECT S AGAINST
ciAikkaiNG SURGES

OR

91279 600204t ,
-
, .?

••,L _
VISA M a S I e f C d W  Creditcharge

FREEWHEEL STEERING WHEEL 12.99
'.100111<5 AS A JCYSTICA SUITS MOSTolliviNGGALIES

GUICKSHOT1317
PYTHON JOYSTICK 1 9 .9 9

AUTO FIRE
DYNAMICS

COMPETITION PRO
JOIPAO FOR

AMIGA & CCM
1629

TURBO & AJTorRE
ALFA PIEGAIACKISE 4120 1 2 . 9 0400 DPI RE ,
i o i x r ,
o N  
L O
N G  
c o
l l o

AND 2 M ICRO S WI ICHE D BUT T O NS
EKLIPSE MOOSE

FOR MANIA 1 1 . 9 9
290 DPI RESOLUTION, LONG CORD

2 BUTTONS. FREE
MOUSE MAT
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MEMBERS ONLY BUT YOU CAN ORDER AS YOU JOIN
Verripars rack:. o u r  rup,, ;Jr C o o u ,  C. j
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,
n o  2 2 4 •  
c o m p l e t e  
r a n g e  
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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP a D O  wit E 9 4 0  M O O  (WoiLD)
MEMBERS ARE UNDER NO OBLIGATION TO BUY ANYTHING
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0IA21 9 P0  M e iste rs u ,  app , Iie  a Seeeel Re se r.  Credouha19e paid gamut to ste ts ,
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a n  r e c l u s e ' ,

FL At

Club Shops at
CHELMSFORD, ESSIEX

43 Broomfield Road.
around  the  co rn e r loam ihe  b u s stehmen.

SAWBEIDGEWORM, IIEETS
The M ailings. S ta tion Road.

A IOW miles Irown arta C I I
.  m e a t  t h e  
p e t i o n

ite tat be iti9N to t. .  ah e m cerno a SOp 1 ,,,thar9  a n  the Mail
Ontae m o b s Ille inbe rs only but you can M i f f  as you pin.

Mail order address. Cheques / Postal Orders payable to:
SPECIAL RESERVE at

PO Box 847, Harlow, Essex, CM21 9PH
Please quote reference THIN on your order

Open 10 am •tii 8 pm 7 days a week. O r  fax your order on 01279 726842
AMIGA Games A l 2 0 0  Games

ALIEN SPEED • TOWER ASSMAT  I5I21<1 •  49 A C *  ATTACK CO MPILAIIO N
ALIEN BREED 2 0 . 9 0  GUARDI AN RO ACKLI. & SUPER SKIDS 2 2 .9 9

ALIEN SPEED'  TOWER ASSMAT  4 2
SEAM JOLLY COMP A L I E N  BREED 3 .  •  49
CANNON FCCOER, sET1'LE1166 A L I E N  BREED 3D . . . . . . . . .  21.99
CHAOS ENGINE. 12 1 7 . 1 0  S L I T Z  TENNIS E 1 7 1 0 9
BENEATH A STEEL SKY •  •  i t  4
,
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COLONIZATION 2 2 9 9
COVER GIRL STRIP POKER _  • .  1 0 9 9
O JNE 2 RAT T L E FOP ARRMOS 1 3  99
ELITE D I M  4  49
FIFA MIERNAIIO NAL  SCCCER  1 2
9 9FLIGHT OF THE AMAZON QUEEN 2 2 9 9
FORMULA I GRAN) PRI*  1112511  9 4 9
GRIM M  DDIAPILATION VOA 2
7 0 0 . 2, LOTUS 3, PREMIER MANAGER 2, E N  THE BALL O M R
SPACE CRUSADE I 2 . 9 0  L E A G U E  EDITION

• WO RLD CLP EDITIC49 1 0  05
PNBAIL  ILILAPON9 1 9  Pi
PLAYER MANAGER 2 *  ,  1 7 9 9
POLE PO RTIO N . . . . . . . . 1 9 4 9
ROAD KILL 1 Q 9 9
SHACK3W FIGHTER 1 0  99
SPA CITY 2000 ISMS Ho R, . . . . . . . . 1 2 .
4 9SPAON THE SO RCERER 1 4 9 6
STAR CRUSADER 1 9 9 1 )
SUPER LEAGUE MANAGER 1 0 0 1 1
SUPER EIREETVIGHTER 2 T IBET) . 1 9 9 9
THEME PARK   2 2 9 4 1

RESENTED COLLECTION 9 0 4 .l U F O  • ENEMY UNKNO RN 2 2 1 1
ROWE A092 MYTH. EPIC MO RI S I N  UL T IM AT E SOCCER MANAGER 1 9 9 6
SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND 2 1 2 9 9  VO RO CO P . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 9 9 9
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SENSIBLE WCIPI.D OF SO CCER 95 . . . . 2 2 9 0
SIMON THE SO RCERER 1 4  99
SPACE LEGENDS
WHO  cmDR. tiEGAIRAVEL L ER ELITE 1 1 9 0
SFEEDRALL I  2  15121ti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 4 9
SPORTS MASTERS
PGA GOLF. N D ,  500. A.09 TENNIS.
EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS 1920 1 1 1 1 0
SUPER SKID MARKS 2 _
SYNDICATE

INDY .O NES FATE OF ATLANTIS ACW 1 3 9 0
KINGPIN •  •  7  99
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L EMANGS • • 99
MICROPROSE GOLF

includes CD32 with
Seven Games
and 1 Joypad

7.49

ON THE SALL • LEAGUE EDITICet . . . . . . 1190
PINBALL, SOUSSE PACK
PINBALL DREAMS A FANTASIES I T O
POWENORrYS 9  99

TORNADO 1 2 9 9

ULTIMAIE SO CCER MANAGER u  • •  • •
WNG CCMMANDER I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 9 9

WORLD CUP YEARS*
GOAL CHAMP MANAGER St •  DATA DISK
STRIKER SENSIBLE SOCCER _  •  1249
WORMS
2EEWCAF 2 2 2 . 9 9

Regular Colour Magazine - Huge Range - Heavy Dis ounts - Over
£80
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CIVILISATION AG( KINBOXE0) 7
9 0COLONIZATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22.90
oftaorr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
.2 1 . 9 6OteeDEON MISTER g MOPS 2 3 4 . 9

22 92
FEARS 1 3 1 1 9
FIELDS O f GLORY 1 2 , 4 9
GLOOM . . . 1 4 9 4 1
0 1 0 0 4  DELUXE •  2 0 9 0
GLIAR2tAN M S G
HIGH SEAS TRADER   2 2 , 4 9
ANGL E STAKE 1 2  45

791.

DELUXE PAINT 3 .  . .  _  _, 5  95
FINAL WtoTER (4  MII. KI RI  S I  05
De RO JTE PLUS •  .  R I  99
RCA& ACCO UNTS •  9  90
MINI O FFCE .  3 7  05
isuLTImEOM EXPERIENCE (40482MR. • 2099
CRGANSER 2 4 4  ile
O RGANSER •  _  . 3 7 9 0
PERSONAL PAINT ye a 4 4 , 9 6
TERMITE IK,START 2 qq• ' a a  40
WO RDWO RT HI,I 2510 1 4 1 1 9

Al200 Utilities
MONEY MATTERS
PHOTOOENICS 51 2
VISTA PRO KITE) (HDRI
WO RDWO RTH V 3 • E O R DIR •
MIPOIACIRTH , *

M s  OF S T O C K E D  - CALL NIIF FOi M I  SR nit MU IOU WANT

AMIGA A l 2 0 0  MAGIC PACKS
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STEREO VIEWING DEALS
MICROVITEC hi1438
MULTISYNC MONITOR 2 6 9 . 9 9

• HIGH OPAL1T10 0 2 0  O UT  PIT CH •  O ISP.AYS ALL AM IGA
SCREEN MODES • SUITABLE FOR Al200 & 441200
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• ADJUST ABL E SO UNO  DEF L ECT O RS.  REMO T E CO NT RO L • NicAm DIGITAL STEREO • TRETE XI • SCARY SOCKET
* S Q UARE  T INT ED M B E  •  HEADPHO NE SO CKET

AL L  O UR A M I GA  M A GI C  P A C K S  CO M E  S UP P L I E D WI T H 2 0  T IT L ES
AL, SOFTWARE SHOWN PLUS DENNIS AND OSCAR 1

FREE SOFTWARE TITLES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Al200 2/0 MAGIC PACK - 3 9 9 . 9 9
Al200 COMPUTER WITH 2MB U M

Al200 2/170 SCALA MAGIC PACK
WITH 170MB INTERNAL
HARD DRIVE - 4 9 9 . 9 9

ro m p v-rE ; ,  T H  75,591 RASA, 1704413 INT ERNAL  1•AllE) E
,
-1 1 % . ; -  S C A L A  9 . 9 9 5 3 0 0  
S O F T W A R E

ALIEN * REED- TASSAUL I 2 2  99
IEN BREED 3D •  7 2 4 3

ARCADE FOOL 2  29
BLITZ TOMAS 2 0
9 9CHAOS E NG,* 4 9
CORE COMPILATION VOL 3
BUBBA N  SI IX ,  PFLMIER.
CH,ACK RO CK I  A ,  , t e l e
EVOLUTION* 2 2 E 4 9
FEARS_  •  .2 0 .9 P
FIELDS OF GEO_Ry_. . 1 0  4 4 )
FURY OF THE Funnie S 1 2
GLOOM
GLOOM •  •  _ . 2 0 . 5 S
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GUNSHIP 2000 HEIMDALL 2
EMS OF PSGAPI) 4 0 6
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SAVE E40 OFF RRPt
ON THESE SATURN St
PLAYSTATION DEALS

PLAYSTATIO &
DOOM GAME CD

ONLY E299.99
INCLUDE S  ONE  CONTROLLE R,
PLAYABLE DEMO CD, RF U
FREE FAST DELIVERY.
FREE DOOM GAME

E40 WORTH Of EXTRAS FREE
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SEGA SATURN &
DAYTONA USA
JUST E309.99

INCLUDES ONE CONTROLLER.
S CANT LE AD AND
DAY TONA US A GAM E

The SaRurn Is supple d ie lh a SCARY Mad.
rt o w  TV .21004 NI/ neve a SCART locker

you aill requre on RE triberraoa
SEGA RP utirr FOR SATUI9N . 2 2 . 9 0

Peop Have Already Joined

CD32 CRITICAL C D 3 2  GAMES
ZONE PACK 1 % 3 7 ' 7 7 OSCAR A 0  GCE S  ,  3 9 9

PPEAL , FANTASIES . . . 1 1 1  00
P AEIALL _ 1 9 . 4 9
ADALI J .  1 0 . 9 0
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THE ADVANTAGES
OF OUR BOARDS

ARE UNSURPASSED.
Just Compare

our Performance!
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N HARWOOO COMPUTERS umrrEci

NEW STREET, ALFRETON, DERBYSHIRE. DE55 78P
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18MHz
68ECO20

Al200 TURBO
4Mb, 32-Bit RAM

Expandable to 8Mb
Multi award-winning BLIZZARD 1220/4 -IMb TURBO
Oilers hy far IN: 'rt-st ixtyy performance mho of
any Al2e0 32-Bit RAM expansion on the market
'incorporating extrything a goal InnInuili' hair!
4101.1.1d - such as a Real Time Clock, RAM
expanninkry, optional FPLI ell:. Tot
klutOrda rmitikal running the .42-Bit
FAST RAM at an aniaring NMHz, Me
I zav-1 has hrOatn ill thc harried
Check the facts for ronelf awl IX the BEST
Amiga A i)) (8E0M) Tocho Memory board available.

• Intepated 21MHz r:EIECOM Clod Speed Doubler for
NO% ostrall perforrmrice Increase

• lawny Insulled & Tested 4Mb 32-11it MST R&M
• Expandable to INb with Blizzard ihki
-
4  B o a r d
• Integraced Bantry Backed Real Time Clock
• Easy Trapdoor [Warty°
• Can be disabled in ittu for hill gams compatibility

122014 Turbo 28MHz 68E0520
Fast RAM (Expandable to &K) 1 1 9 9 3 5

A4d-4 Board • extra 4291b for 1220/4 Mbi l„—
4mi, .2. Bit fist RAM add on
Motorola Maths Co-processors
68882 PLCC type FPLii 25.-33M1
-
1/.
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A1100 TURBO
ACCELERATOR - 0Mb

Expandable to 128Mb
The Blizzard 1230-1V Turbo Accelerator Memory Board
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NEW 68060 ACCELERATORS
FOR THE AMIGA Al200,
A1500 and A2000 RANGES
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Wizard products have always been at the farthing of the Amiga
acceleuxre market and we were the first to launch 601050 board, with

the amazing performance they bring smce that launch. there have been
shortages of 69)9) Moduroil CPUs and production output has fluctuated.
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The facts are simple, I you want the PSIEST Amiga. a 6WISO is the
ONLY way. Maybe you shout think bow reserving a Blizzard 1Na0

inhO now • stocks are brand to be handed when the mighty MOW
Ming A Sad wait now. but an 'CM° will always kreil visor Amiga

,  W a i t i n g  kIngte .

N E W . .  l i c r
. 1
1

1 1
1 5
1260 Turbo' 1 4 1 1 2060 Turbo'

Id' the Antiga 120k5 F o r  Amp BO)
MIMHz 159360 ftMME S O M I - L i  IOW & 3011'

L591Ips OMIT 52-13a Fast BAK 1699. 95 Ikvlb 33-Be Fast RAMExpodablo t E x i x u a t t N e  in IZentil
Si lik2aird aid ItonsKar M U M M A  litIM toe  Fink
-
man •  e t  s e e m

band ifs I  sant ri as [sworn barito nal-Akar is Ming ihr &toot unde spooloora
Lud don by Plastnid si• preen! ark pe tit rkenzatrityielektik pkttem Thai et, pr
i k e  a  n e mCPI kt Mock Pais tu.th eta] keu on • Pk S Fn. 53 oi rant a .514H1

COW Looksake the NOTOSOIA N U M B )  IOW • r a  plistalro ci rso torretkrert
pulp and multi'
, •  
S E I N E  
. /  
s
'



"or
No6o

and,
! 2.0
ST
kith
015!

VMIM

catte6
test9.:.

9, 2Cti
ims
Oto

0.0
bctil
ate&
by

it by
lar-
our

ler?
Ycl
core
flag
Mtn(
thy
kat
60
iga

:
4 RAM
28Mb;

r !mod
:dram

rile  ID
rat to

pig

V i d e o S t a g e  P r o  re q u i re s  a t  l e a s t
2 M b  o f  f re e  R A M  i n  o r d e r  t o
o p e ra t e .  S e e  r i g h t  f o r  d e t a i l s .

imGauge
A common criticism squared at the excellent imagine
rendering package (cover•mounted on the January
issue) is tha t the progress display is too small, it's  a
tiny display in the menu bar. intGauge corrects this
with a large resizable GUI progress bar you can use
to monitor your renders. To use it, simply run it a t the
same time as imagine. To install, just drag the
ImGauge icon from the cover disk to wherever you
want to install it.

XFD package
A lot of Amiga owners want to compress various
programs with executable file compressors. However,
this can lead to problems if you don't have the
memory to decrunch etc. To make things easier for
you we've put the excellent decruncher program XFD
on this disk. You'll need to install from shell. Copy
everything in the XFOilibs directory to your
Workbench libs directory. Then copy everything from
the XFDic directory to your Workbench C: directory.
To use XFD, try the following on a compressed file;
XFDdecr unch < f  l e  o r  d i r e c t o r y '
and voila it's  decompressed!
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A  VideoStage he  delimits to on interlaced screen n
order to lit everythimg into one display However, this
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flexible program. It's
primarily a visual pre-
sentation system that

will be of particular interest to
anyone involved in video work,
but does not require any special
video equipment to be extremely
useful. There are many possible
uses for the program, such as
company presentations, in-store
advertising, public information dis-
plays such as score boards at
community events, interactive
multimedia hyperbooks and of
course video titling. With a bit of
imagination you can probably
think of plenty more too!

Ease of  use
One of the best aspects of
VideoStage Pro is its user-friendly
approach. Most of the program
works on a simple drag and drop
system, based around a graphic
storyboard made up from a series
of pages. Each part of the story-
board holds the information for
one page, along with the details of
the transitions or wipes between
the previous page and the current
one. Almost all the functions can
be selected from icons and
menus, so the only time you need
to use the keyboard is when you
enter some text on the screen!

Setting up
You can change the default inter-
laced screen to something a little
more comfortable on the eyes. In
order to do this choose the Save

Settings option from the Prolect
menu to bring up the options
Click on the Storyboard Size/Mode
button and select the screen mode
of your choice - we recommended
High Res. This will allow you to
access the whole screen by
scrolling it up and down slightly
whenever you move the mouse to
the top or bottom. Click the
Default Page Size/Mode button
arid make your selection as before.

RANI notes
VideoStage Pro requires at least
2Mb of free RAM. On Amigas
with 2Mb of total RAM, some
problems may occur due to mem-
ory consumption during boot-up.
If memory problems occur, dis-
able all extra drives and temporari-
ly remove items from the
WBStartup drawer or startup-
sequence. Other boot sequences
should be bypassed to free as
much RAM as possible.
Now turn to page 25 in this issue
where you'll find a series
of walk-through guides to creating
a range of different VideoStage
Pro presentations. •

Texture Studio
(cover disk 126 correction)
Last month we covermounted
Texture Studio for Imagine.
Unfortunately its settings files
cannot be loaded directly into
Imagine. However, there is a
conversion tool on this month's
cover disk 128, kindly supplied
by G Hoyles, Upton on Severn.

First make sure you have
arp.library in your Libs drawer.
To use it from the Shell, copy it
to your C directory, cd to your
Texture Studio Settings drawer
and enter:
t s - i  s our c e  de s t i na t i on
where 'source' is the Texture
Studio settings file and 'desti-
nation' is the new converted
filename. Add .ATil to the desti-
nation filename and load it into
Imagine from the Attributes
requester. And that's it.



HARD DRIVES

STORAGE

N2 WESTERN DIGITAL

'..ILLIEIDE

420%111 (  ALL
5401.111 1149,11
0510MB 1179.99
1.2 GIG 124919

340%111 116919
540%115 t2 4 9 1 9
1419%1B 1.329,99
I C I ( . L5 9 9 .9 9

3,5!LIZLLOE

a w n  /150ME1
11179.99

1 GIG 1 1 9 9 -9
91.2 C u; 111919 n o m

t. I .1(; 1.129-99 2 7 0 m B
.1"112r. 4211%1B

S . 1 1 9 1 3 0 a t a b  540MB

435S1B
11541,4111

A500/A600 RAM
A500 112MB N/Clock E 1 9 . 9 9
A500 112MB W/Cloch E 2 4 . 9 9
A500+ 1M9  E 2 9 . 9 9
A500 IMB N/Clock ......
A500 1MB WiClock £ 3 9 . 9 9

MITSUMI FX400
Internal IDE CDROM unit  for the
A4000 (requires tandem
CDROM controller) Super-last
SOOKb/Sec transfer rate
FX400 CDROM £ 1 4 9 . 9 9
FX400 Pius Tandem CDROM
controller card £ 1 9 9 . 9 9

5-411%111 112111
01•5%18 115419

1179,99
1 fll1 i 1199 gq

APOLLO ACCELERATOR
4040/4060 APOLLO 1220

The new Apollo A4000 Accelerator fits
into the CPU slot of the A4000 (A3000/T),
Fully upgradable to the Motorola 55060
CPU (Call  for  prices &  availability).
Cornea in 33. 40 & 50Mhz V011110113, 4 x

control D e s k t I S C S 1 - 2

72pin 51

-
040/40Mhz E699.99 060150Mhz £899..:'

HOW T
ORDER

PUTERS
27 Watnall Road, Hucknall

Nottingham NG15 7LD
Tel: (0115) 964-2828

Tel/Fax: (0115) 964-2898

Quantum'

ifo•1119.99
1199.99
1229,99
12491
91 Airmail) Lased Ilard driveL for ihe

A5011/5004. Cm hr pop.9141,1 L..
sms L  RANI,
MI 3 3 " M E Hard ibis*  require an
adspior cable 414.-n rated init. an
A61,1W120
0 
" 1 1 5
0 0  
b r i
t  
p r i r
v i l a
r u r
d

with 4 drivel 119,99 ...ben purchaLed
, r p . r a t r k

.91

if you have found a
per price elsewhe4
e magazine. call uel
we will do our best t

beat it.

CDROM DRIVES
AIWA CDROM

External SCSI CDROM for the
Al200. Plugs into the PCMCIA
port, Fast 300Kb/Sec transfer
rate, Connect up to six other
SCSI peripherals,
Dual speed C A L L

STUDIO 2 PRINTER S/W
Professional print  studio for the
Amiga, Enhance the output of
your printer inc. 7200PI on
Epson Stylus Colour,
Only £ 4 9 . 9 9

Al200 OVERDRIVES
270,61B (1 9 9 1
95401
1
91B 
1 2
1 9
.
9 9

6.35M11 1229_99
11,14; 2 6 4 "

:  1,11 . 7
,
1 9 . 9 9

s' istO

From only

The 1 2 2 0  c om bi ne s  t h e  b e s t
pr ice/Per formance r a t i o f or  a n y
Amiga 1 2 0 0  accelerator .  W i t h  a
68020/28Mhz a nd 28Hhz  68882
FPU, 1 x  72pin SOMA socket (1 or
4MB). R e a l
-
t i m e  
b a t t e
r y  
b a c
k e d

clock

Only 1 9 9 . 9 9

BY POST: Please make cheques and
Postal Orders payable to

"Visage Computers" Please allow 5
Working days for cheques to clear

STOP!
bThNK"

Before you purchase your
hard drive from elsewhere
just look at what you get
B E E  with our driveStll
• Drives are formatted &
installed with Workbench.
• 100MB of top quality Public
Domain software including.-
Compugraohic fonts & d o e ,
Lighlwave & Imagine objects.
top demos & music modules,
essential utilities, games and
lots more

PRINTERS
EPSON

Stylus Colour - 11 inlgel printer
otters photographic  like quality
when used with optional 720DPI
printer driver (coated paper
required). Built  in auto
sheetleeder, -

e•tmlipl

C 2 9 9 _ 9 9
Coated 720DPI paper
(200 Sheets) E 2 2 . 9 9

WE ACCEPT ALL
MAJOR CREDIT

CARDS INCLUDING
SWITCH & VISA

NA/AGA
1200 "Magic"

The awsome new AMIGA
1200 'Amiga Magic" pack
IS here. Software pack
includes...
Phologenics 1.2 SE.
Personal Paint 4.6,
WordWorth 4,
Datastore 1.1.
Digita Organiser/Print
Manager
,Turbo Turbo Calc 3,5, Pinball

' Mo u s e ma t
& Dustcover

AMIGA
M1438s

High resolution colour muitisync
monitor for all the Amigas.
Built  in  Stereo speakers .

E289.99

MODEMS
EXTERNAL

LOGIC3 SCREENBEAT
SPEAKERS

E 1 5 , 9 9
E29.99

( 3 9 . 9 9
E 8 9 . 9 9

SB 3 (10W)
SB 25 (25W)
SB PRO 50 (SOW)
SB PRO 80 (SOW)
All speakers come with cables

•

Only _1389.99
Add i:10.00 tor a CHAOS Pack.

Pack includes:, Nick Faldos Golf. Chaos
Engine. Pinball Fantasies. Syndicalc

4000 Tower
25Mhz  68040 CPU.
1.2GB SCSI-2 HD/6M8 RAM
AT/IDE HD Interface.
SCALA MM300

E2149.99
Call for details - prices
on 060 verSion.

ACCESSORIES
240 CAPACITY DISK BOX

BABT approved FAX/Modem, T h e  Logic3 stackable storage
Complete with all leads. PSU b o x  holds up to 240 disks,
and Comma software, O n l y  E 1 2 . 9 9
Low Price 14,400 ..... -....E109.99 AS K FOR QUANTITY PRICES
V34 - 28.800 E 1 7 9 , 9 9

BY PHONE: Credit/Debit card
orders taken from 9.30am -5.30pm

Monday to Saturday

ALFA DATA PRODUCTS
Megamouse-400dpi E 1 2 . 9 9
Meqamouse
-
3 
B u t t o n   
E 1 4
. 9 9

Auto JiMouse switcher 4 . 9 9
£79.99AT-Bus2008/106

AT-Bus2008/SCSI £ 1 0 9 . 9 9
AltaPower/A500/IDE E 8 9 . 9 9
Tandem Controller  E 5 9 . 9 9

The wor lds first acce l e r a tor s
for the A600 is here, -
25Mhz  68020 CPU.  68882

PU, 1 x 72pin SI MM socket
1, 2, 4 or 8MB).

Requi res internal  fitting
E139•99

ccelerafor  card for  the
A1500/2000.  Avai lable in 25 &
50Mhz  versions,  complete
with 68882 FPU & SCSI -2
interface. Not  compatible
with GVP cards

From E299.99

DELIVERY
CHARGES

NEXT DAY _16.95
STANDARDS3.95

CALL (0115) 964-2828 OR (0115) 964-2898 TO PLACE YOUR ORDER



9.99
3 Pack.
3olf, Chao
,;yndicate

ler

iMB RA M
e,

9
ices

SK BOX
storage
ilsks,
E 1 2 . 9 9
PRICES

DUCTS

....  E12•99
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W o r m s  L eve l s
On disk 129 there are 10 custom Worms levels. You will
DEFINITELY need a copy of the original game to run
these levels, OK. First though you will need to decom-
press them onto a blank, formatted disk. Follow these
steps, swopping Disk 129 'GloomProg' when prompted:
1. Format a blank disk, naming i t Custom.
2. Open the shell and type the following:
Copy  G l o a m P r o g : c / U n L Z X  r a m :
Copy  G l oom P r og: W or m s M s ps . LZX  r a m :
Inserting Disk 129 (called GloomProg) when prompted.
3. Type the following in the shell:
CD C us t om :
r a n :  ETTILZX x  r a m  :WormsMaps L Z X
Inserting the disk Custom when prompted.

The custom maps will not be extracted to your flop-
py disk. I f you have Worms installed on a hard drive
you will not have to create the floppy 'Custom'. Just
place disk 129 in your drive and follow the instruction
Step 2. Then type ( • L
, I  
i t ; _ t  ; ,  ; ,
1 r 1 , - ! 3  /
W c ) t  
,  
T V /
C u  
s  
t  
,
4 1 1  
( o
r

whatever partition and directory you have the Worms
drawer in), and type the same instruction as for floppy
users. To load the custom maps into Worms go to the
Records menu and click the 'next' button twice. This
will bring up a tw o option menu allowing you to
Change level disk or List custom levels. I f you're work-
ing from floppy, clicking the Change option after
inserting the Custom disk will log your ten new levels.
Then pressing List will actually list them. Make a note
of their names and when you Start a level press the
right mouse button and enter one of these names. You
will now be able to play on Worms custom screens like
•Fruity' or 'Pencils'. Enjoy.

COVER DISKS

G l o o m is  b a c k  w i t h  a  s h in y  n e w  13C1
pixel c o a t  a n d  c h e c k  o u t  t h e  W o r m s

• l e v e l s  c o u rt e s y  o f  C U  A mi g a
M a g a z i n e  re a d e rs

0  ancy trying

your hand at
the hell level
of Gloom in

orilliant high resolu-
tion? Then you're in
Lick! This version of

Gloom is optimised to
run at lx1 pixel resolu-
tion but this resolution
can be adjusted
upwards or down-
wards by pressing the
esc button and using
the cursors to select
pixel height and pixel width.
Pressing the esc button will tog-
gle the various options. The
screen size can also be adjusted
to speed things up too, and using
a combination of both you should
be able to find a happy medium.

What you'll also find is that this
level is very, very difficult. Even if
you're used to Gloom it will take
you by surprise. First pick up the
two weapon boosters on the left
and right hand sides of the room
and then, in the alcove, press the
fateful button. The wall opposite
will rotate and a great horrible
demon will rush at you. I tell you
this because it's quite shocking
when it happens and there's no

harm being forewarned of this
sort of thing.

If you have a graphics board
or virtual i-glasses, you can
select options in the machine
configuration window which
appears at the beginning which
will allow you to use any of
these, though bizarrely it was
slower on the Mat's A3000's
graphics board than in ECS!

Control is easy as pie (which is
lucky 'cos the level is such a pig).
Using the up, down, left arid right
cursors you can move forward,
backwards, left and right. Alt is
the fire button_ If you finish the
level within the first ten goes give
yourself a pat on the back_ In fact,

if you finish it in the
first 30 goes give your-
self a pat on the back!

Al



COVER DISKS

cover
ri I d e o Stage

Pro
VideoStage Pro must first be
installed to your hard drive.
Boot your hard drive and insert
cover disk 128. Double click the
disk icon then double click the
InstallyS icon. You'll be asked
to enter your name and your
company or area. These
details will appear each time
you start the program. The

installer will make an edu-
cated guess as to where
you want to install
VideoStage. If this is cor-
rect, then click on Proceed
and you're off.

However, if you would
like to re-direct the installer

t o anotherdrive,partition
I.  o r  drawer, then select the

desired location. In this
case you will have to tell
the installer to make a

VideoStage drawer in your specified destination, so click on Make
New Drawer and type VStage, then continue following the on-
screen instructions.

Double click the VStagePro icon (found in the specified destina-
tion on your hard drive) to run the program.

x fdDecrunch
-

.
This package allows you to decompress virtually any form of
compressed file without having the original packer. Installation to
floppy of hard drive is slightly tricky and will have to be performed
in the AmigaDOS Shell. Type the following instructions into the
shell with disk 128 in NO:
Copy  C U _ 1 2 8 : X T D / l i b s  l i b :  A L L
Copy  C U _ 1 2 8 : X F O / c  c :

This will install all the libraries and executables to your boot
drive. If booting from floppy, you'll have to make sure there is suffi-
cient space free.

'To decompress a file, simply use the following command in
the Shell:
x f d D e r r u n c h  < fi l e >

The file will be decompressed and replaced with the uncom-
pressed version. You might like to try using xfdList to fetch a list of
a directory and identify any compressed programs. Use the follow-
ing instruction in the shell to do so:
x f d L i s t  < d i r e c t o r y >

Readers having problems running Imagine on a 3Mb free-mem
system, might like to decompress the Imagine executable.
xtdDecrunch has no problem with the task.

ImGauge
One of the minor problems with our January edition covermount
Imagine package is that the progress display during a render is just
a tiny little numeral in the tool bar. Enter ImGauge, on disk 128, to
solve the problem if you have OS 3.0 and above. Usage is dead sim-
ple as all you need to do is run ImGauge before loading up Imagine,
so that they are both running at the same time. A GUI will appear
which can be resized from very small to very large. When Imagine
starts a render, the gauge will show the progress. To install
ImGauge, just load up workbench, insert disk 128 and drag the
IniGuage icon to whichever drive you want to install it to. Easy.
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Cover disk 129
Gloom
Deluxe
Gloom Deluxe is a bootable
disk. Put it in your Amiga and
re-start it. You will boot up
into a setup screen, which
allows you to configure it to
your machine. Clicking on the
C2P bar will allow you to
choose a new chunky to
planar routine. You can also
select Gloom for Virtual
i-glasses if you have them!

Worms Levels
The 10 worms  levels are compressed on disk 129. To decompress
and use them f ollow the instruct ions in the 'Worms  Level' boxout
on page 11.

IF Y OUR DI SK W O N ' T  LOAD
We go to great trouble to tenure that the CU Amiga Magazine cover disks will work mi common amigo
models. However if you do experience ptollems lollow this simnk guide. We also vigorously virus check
out cover disks on a hramded Villa checkec II some escape our alleotion we cement assume responsibility
for it
I: Remove all unnecessary upgrades and peripherals, such as ',timers and modems. Some trapdoor expan-
sions can than cause emblems,
2: FrillOYi the ISitsciietts on this and pinions pages exactly.
3: II you still experience problems loading the disk call the PCIIItyse helpline on 01E15 350 beS between the
hours of IDam and 12noon Monday to Finlay
If they advise that the disk is faulty. HD in vein details in the tem below. and send this form. along with the
Molly cover tisk and a 2Bp stamped self addressed erwelope to:
CU Amiga Magazine Disk Returns. PCYfrxe Dowlais Tap business Park, Devito's. Merthyr TOME
Mid Glamorgan MEET
NAME
.ADDRESS*

TYPE OF AMIGA OWNED.

DESCRIBE RIMY WHIT HAPPENS MEN YOU TRY TO IDAD THE DISK:
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Now includes CD ROM drivers and instructions.
The Datatlyer is a 16 bit SCSI II controller card that converts the signals
on the internal IDE interface to also run SCSI dewbes at the sane time
as the IDE hard drive.
The Wink er SCSI+ will operate upto 5 SCSI devices such as CD-

' ROMS, tian1 drives, SyQuest removeable drives, tape back up drives
etc.

- - - - - - - -  U n l i k e  other SCSI interfaces. the Datafi m
SCSI+ is compatible with all known accelerators
etc and it does not stop you from utilising any
of the important expansion ports on your

i Al200/A600.
The Dataftyer SCSI+ easily installs into the
Al200,1,600 (simply pushes in, no need to

O L I O  remove the metal shield) and provides a25 way D connector through the blankingo
, plate at the back of the Al200.

Fug instructions and software supplied.

•

DATAFLYER SCSI+ ONLY £ 6 9 . 9 9
SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE
ALSO AVAILABLE E 6 9 . 9 9
PCMCIA fitting SCSI Interface

Double 0  ROM DRIVE corn
power Supply. SCSI cables. docking station and
full instructions, Also includes stereo head-
phones and carrying case for use as personal
CD player,

RENO CD
WITH SQUIRREL £174.99
WITH DATAFLYER E174.99

4 -
knalingVallte quad speed external SCSI CD ROM drive
in a top quality enclosure.

PANASONIC QUAD
SPEED EXTERNAL
WITH SQUIRREL
OR DATAFLYER
ONLY E 2 3 9 . 9 9

• • • • •

-

;1
1Top of the range external C D

-
R O M
drive. Suitable for use with any
SCSI interface. Ideal with the
Dataflyer SCSI+

AIWA ACD-300
ONLY E167.49 OR
WITH SQUIRREL £209.99
WITH DATAFLYER £209.99

• • • • • -• •

Superb high quality, low cost
Chinon external SCSI CD ROM drive
In a top quality fan cooled case or
available as an internal unit_

IDEAL
CHRISTMAS
PRESENT

CHINON CDS435
INTERNAL £ 7 9 . 9 9
EXTERNAL E1 0 9 . 9 9
EXTERNAL WITH
SQUIRREL E1 5 4 . 9

_ r
-

E
,
•
•

Our high speed 2.5" IDE hard
drives for the Amiga Al200

A600 computers come
complete with fitting cable,
screws, partitioning soft-
ware, full instructions and

drives supplied by us
12 months guarantee. All

are formatted, partitioned
and have Workbench (W132 for the A600
and W83 for the A1.200 installed
,
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bly simple: if you can plug
me mouse into the
nouse socket you will
me able to plug the hard
drive into the hard drive
socket.
PLEASE PHONE A

FREE NLE -Y O UV I I  A V A t I
NG SERVICE FORFITTI

PERSONAL CALLERS
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Amazing power for such a low
price This superb acce•era
tor uses a 68020 running
at 28hz and comes com-
plete with a 68882 FPU to
enable your Al200 to run
at 5 MIPS (million
instructions per sec-
ond)! Uses standard
72 pm SIMMS and includes a
battery backed clock
Simple trapdoor fitting.

85mb 1.89.'.1
120mb £104.9 '
170mb E119.99
250mb £139.99
340m b £ 1 7 4 . 9 9
540m b E 2 8 4 . 9 °

APOLLO 1220 ONLY 0 9 . 9 9
APOLLO 1220 +1.mb £139.99
APOLLO 1220 +4mb £229.99

increclibry powerful trapdoor fitting
accelerator based around a 68030
complete with MMU. 2 SIMM sock
ets 172 PIN SIMMS), socket for a
floating point unit and battery
backed clock. Runs at just under
9.5 MIPS (million instructions
per second!)

APOLLO 1 2 3 2 / 5 0  £ 1 9 9 . 9 9
4mb S I MM £ 1 2 9 . 9 9
8mb S I MM £ 2 3 9 . 9 9
68882 FPU £ 6 9 . 9 9

Internally fitting A600 Accelerator features 68020 and FPU both running
at 28MHZ. 72 pin simm socket for up to 8 Mb of FASTRAM. Easy fit,
makes your 600 f o r  than a 3000!!

APOLLO A620
ONLY £134.99
+ 2MB £199.99
+ 4MB £264.99

• M •
,
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• •
,
1

No.1
FOR MAIL ORDER

No.1
FOR AMIGA

IN H E S T E R
Order NOW for

knmediate despato

FREEPHO
0500 340548
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tel: 0161 796 5279
for enquiries or

1 796 3208

Send c S  Of
postal orders

(made payable to
Siren Software)

or credit ca u s  to:-

- SOFTWARE,
178 BURY NEW RD,

WHITEFIELD,
MANCHESTER

M45 6()F,
ENGLAND

Access, Visa. Switch. Delta.
Connect etc accepted
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Saturd

•

TO
,k av -

nal callers
welcome.

-  -
ction
Bury.
s on

Ide after
lights.
remises

the
site
Pub.

DIRECT1

g
the third

The door to,
is ne

florists:
e Ma •

rtr•i wipes p a c k i n g
will be char 5 0  ( U K ) .

17.50 Europe arid E1230 reef of the world.
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PAINT
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SYNCRO EXPRESS it sophisixoted hardware 2.qd software package Mat works by dimity controlling your
second dnve as a slave device ignorimg the Amigo's own disk drive controller. This way SYNCRO EXPRESS

delivers power to backup prograrns.wlsen other backup systems S Stocks. fail-_ Ie The moo powerful disk backup sy Stern ever f r o c k  Upto
tanteived. A  Totally "transparent" hardware
A Very simple to use requires no user interface s w i t s h e s  out autornaticoPy when nor
s Powerful "WWI I )  MODE" astually synchronise* i n  us..
your drives to adsirve seen creates backup power!
s M e m driven selection of shirt/end

n is illegal to make copies, evess for your own use, of copyright motarimi, wittlove the
given permission of the copyright owner. or the licensee thereof

THE ANSWER TO ALL YOUR DISK BACKUP PROBLEMS

FAX 0178

S T  N C R . °  I BI C EN I • I S

NEWLOWPRICE

CSOPE-MAIVOS
I P I D W E N I  S E M  '
,
W W I I '

M I D I  M A S T E R  P R O F E S S I O N A L
M I D I  I NTE RFACE

GENUS POCK

S e a n  ACI I M I NI ATI Vt  • r1
e r r  LASS l e w i s T H •animus vanes .A

SOO AS 0 0 • 0 0 0 . 4  5121001
. 0 , 4 0 0 0  PUCK.

£29.99 n'Ll .

FREE P C  I N S T AL L AT I O N  P A C K
IF YOU BM A OintAll M UT  M O N  KM YOUR A M A  YOU WC
ALSO W W I  SWAM IS AND MAMMA KO  littlAUANO N ON

A AC M O W R Y  M t

MAGNETIC CARD READER

M AGN ETI C  C AR D  R EAD ER

NIGH US HANDY SCANNER

NOW
VERSION

5 . 0



Al 200 ACH011 REPLAY 1 -
Works with up to 8 moos of Amigo RAM!

4 1
-  
,

P  Very simple to install.. Just plug into Al 200 trapdoor.

NOW PLAY YOUR FAVOURITE
GAMES TO DESTRUCTION!

- - - -
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Save the entire program in memory to disk or even hard disk. The saved
program will reload and run from the point where it was frozen. Perfect
to transfer disk games to hard drive to load in seconds!!
Game trainer feature gives you the power to find cheats within any game.
Infinite LIVES, ENERGY, LEVELS etc.. Ultimate CAME BUSTING POWER,
Screen Grabber option lets you freeze and save screen to disk. Pictures
saved in IFF format suitable for all leading graphics packages.
Powerful monitor functions give you all the tools to freeze and hack the
program in memory. Full 68020 ossemblerfclisassembler. Breakpoint
& trace- single step commands Remember that ACTION REPLAY lets you
view the program in its frozen MI *  no other toolkit can offer this feature.
Powerful hardware features custom logic and on-board scratch ram so
No AMIGA MEMORY IS USED.

C O  A N I M A  H Y P E  R P A DJ O Y  P A D

E59.99 Amtet tat i l l HARD DISK
SUPPORT

TRAlkirER Y6OPErRobRAMS TO HARD DRIVE!

Here at Datel
we have
been
designing
exciting
computer
peripherals
for over
10 years,
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PASTA
P AI NT

9
3 0 / 1 2 0

ION

F U L L
B I T

S A M P L I N G
A T  A  N E W

L O W
P R  ICE

A F u ll 8  Bit  Sound
Sampling System.
For A5 0 0 /  I 500 /2000 /  , ..
• —
•
4

A F its into Printe r Pa rt
A Complete Hardware/Software

package including Sound Somple r

S  S I T  S O U N D S A L I M P L • E

£19.99 Amiga 500/ 500Plus
Amiga 1500/2000

A I N TER N AL
MIDI C AR D  FOR
4 2 0 0 0  & 1 5 0 0
Full fea ture  M id i Interface -
M idi I n. M id i Thru a nd Three
M idi outsoc k ets

A O p t o  Isola ted.

siCTrtil ate we ir blepoced toss NS
'immure. inases/stras,xihric isnot AMIGA

eremite irs .32 FAST.

INSTANT DOWNLOAD NUMBER
0891 51635,,

No subsctiplion- Just pay tar the car

El 6 99
A TURBO FIRE
A SLOW MO & M O NK
A 8  WAY SUPERSWITCH.

REPLACEMENT DISK DRIVE

A Top qua lity
external 3 - 5 .

A Quie t operation.
•  Sma ll footprint slimline design.
a Built-in a nti-clkk feature.
A D a isy choinable via  thru port.
A N o  need for external PSU.

St EM PEAL I C EASI EI R E
0111 .1CO R U H

£ 4 9 . 9 9  D i r e c t  Plu g - inR e p la ce m e n t

2 suTroNs
EACH WITH
SPEED CONTROL
PERFECT FOR REAL
ARCADE STYLE GAMES
AtJTOFIRE SPEED SELECT

A N I M A
H YPEEPAD
£12.99

Qua ky ChinonMechanism
A Features special

eject button.
A Quie t operation.
A Includes mounting pilla rs.
s Comprehensive instruction manual.

BR ET EI R R I AL L  R
U V NAmiga S00/ 500etus
£39.99

Are so 600,
, 
1 2 0 0
£49.99

o rsi  so n '

CALL
0 1 7 8 2  7 4 4 7 0 7

and we will ship
a r dor  MEMO e i n e

•  P l e a m •  a d d  t 2 , 0 0  p e e  O rt00 ', . .
••  P a r  most E l . ,  'ARAN-ars ad s e s_ ao
A  P a r  a s p e n  a r d o r '.  W e  mel d d u m p .

d i tttp , i t,  at  e ast iota MME.

F AX  0 1 7 8 2  7 4 4 2 9 2

I n

AMPLIFIED STEREO SPEAKERS
YOUR AMIGA MI41 STEREO SOUND. WHY

PLAY THIS THROUGH A SMALL TV SPEAKEF
WHEN YOU CAN HAVE FANTASTIC HEAD.
BANGINGLY GLORIOUS ARCADE STEREO?

S W  C I  4.99Lodc

11:13=

By dealing direct well the
manufacturer you can

be sure we offer
the latest

products al
the keenest
prices.

Our sales and
lechnical staff will

be pleased to advise
you and we will deliver
your order to your door
within days.

Wh n o t  u s e a

A B l o a t s  o u t  a  C l i p  o n t o
l 0  w or t .  y o u r  TV /

o f  p o w w o w '  M o n i t o r .  ' ' ' ' ' '
G
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NAHUM ,

AMIGA VIDEO IIM,RFACE
This Amigo video inrerfoce a llow, you to output

S V IDEO  o r CO MPO SIT E PAL  In am yo u r A rm ya.
Cattatu rt to Amiss: M O M
,
.  p e e r .  
T h r u  
s e e m e d
.

allows standerd Kander at be a:mew
-
led
sirsuhaneausly

• Seaorerla aurprid gives STAIDECI Pr COMPOSFIT PAL
output ta loa., dote which reeparedl

' Ideal tor cony video application
inelualen Pitt..n o

Allows Amiga to be end
well any SCARY IV
it you don'? ben'
an Amiga aMaiAar

IESIDEO NATIIIIPACS

£34.99

1

C34.99

iiisosirrous,
SHIELDS.

D A

GOVAN ROAD,
FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT,

5T4 2RS, ENGLAND
01782 744707



FREE DIRECTORY OPUS 4.2
WORTH 0
1
1 E R E
S O

r • . • -

' 4 t

MAKES YOUR AMIGA MORE THAN
2 TIMES FASTER - 2 . 8 8  MI P S

AlAqA1111/11 RAMS

No 33MHFPU fPU
OMB E4999 E8999
2M8 E11999 E 1 5 9 9 9

4MB E15999 E 1 9 9 9 9
OMB E24999 E2899941200 S1411

'Au  ile ramono
SPEED INCREASE OF NEAkiy 2 .3  IM ES AVAL ABL E VoITH 0 ,  2 ,  4  OR 8 M B Of
32-BIT R AM  INSTALLED U S E S  STANDARD 72-PIN SIMMS •  OPTIONAL PL C C

TYPE FPU  (FLOATING POINT UNIT) •  BATTERY BACKED CLOCK/CALENDER
•  EtNGER CUTOUT TO HELP INSTALLATION •  0 -4  tw3 PCMCLA COMPATIBLE
(FOR USE WID-1 OVERDRIVE, SQUIRREL ETC.) •  ZERO WAI F  STATE DESIGN.

5 6 0 D P I
3 151117
1
011

MILE & MATS
for All Amiteb Ata r i  STs

BEIGE E12.99
BLACK E14.99
MAT E 2 . 9 9  OR 1 WITH

A MOUSE
AWARD WINNING 560DP1 RESOLUTION •  9 0 %  RATING IN C U  AMIGA

•  MICRO SWITCHED BUTTONS •  AmiGA/ATARI ST SWITCHABLE •  ALL. 3
BUTTONS CAN BE USED WITH MANY PROGRAMS SUCH AS DIRECTORY OPUS 5

FREE DIRECTORY OPUS 4.12
worm OVUI ESO

POWERCOPY
PROFESSIONAL

144.4% 410 ., .,4  Pia 114,.kg .4;&•••
A•410.

REAM NO T E:- P E tM S S
,
O N F R O M  
T M

C0 0 4 0 Gmt O wNER MUST RE ORTANED TO
; LEGALLY SACKUP YOUR SOFTWNTE.1

sal ruRN
fistwit fitit florAg PrmA

for Ali Ammo.
COMPAT BLE w  A L L  AMIGA,
•  HIGH QUALITY S O N Y  DRIVE

•  ROBUST METAL CASE
•  AP.M-CLICK AS STANDARD

•  ENABLE/DISABLE SWITCH •  L OW POWER
CONSUMPTION •  THRU PORT FOR EXTRA DRIVES

4 9 . 9 9

THE BEST DISK BACKUP SYSTEM ON

3 T H E  MARKET. W E HAVE YET TODISCOVER A PROGRAM THAT THIS
CAN'T BACKUP, IDEAL TO PROTECT
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l £2999
S O C C E R

MOUSE
for all Amigo4

IDEAL 01Ff FOR THE FOOTBALL
MANAGEMENT GAME PLAYER

•  HIGH RESOLUTION 400DPI
•  2  MICROSWITCHED BUTTONS

•  ANTI-CLICK AS STANDARD
•  INCLUDES A  FRE E  P ITCH MARKED M OUS E  M A T

F R E E  PREMIER MANAGER 2, SPACE
CRUSADER & ZOOL 2 WORTH OVER E60

(WEHRLE STOOL5 IASI)

BT APPROVEDBOTH MODEMS HAVE THE
FOLLOWING SPECIFICATION

• 14 1K OR 28 8A. SFE
SCY. I v 3 4  
1 2 8 . 4 1 ,  
v 3 2 o t
s ,  
v 3 2
,  
v 2
3 ,  
v 2
2 ,  
m
e  
1
4  
4
1

v22as, v21 1 •  CA M  & SOFT•ARE SL•PuED (N•Comm FOR AHGA)
•  AUTOMATIC FALLBACK &  FORWARD mo t O vn mu m L e t

PlitfollmNcE G P  FAR SOFTwARE OPTICN •  INTERNET ComPAPERF " I l l
• SENO mto REcErvE FAfffS RCN. YOUR AA•GA •  BABTIBT MPRONED

'LEGALLY REQUIRED FOR LiSE O N A EIT u n fi  •  M N P  2 • 5  &  v4 2 ,  R T I R  211.1k
....IN's •  SyNc &  AsyNC OPERADON •  GROL,P 1
-
3  F A X  T O  1 4  
4 K

• FLUX HAWS COMPAIDLE •  LED FICR4T PANEL DSPLAT ILLIRK 2814

WON 011LI M O I R  &GP

E99.99 £ 1 3 9 9 9

/ 1 9 9 9  1 5 9 9 9

£19999 t  23999

£21999 1 2 5 9 9 9

NEW PRICES
tit PRODUCTS

FOR 1
9633MHz MU

AN F R )  IANAATICALLY N r . E .
,
4 5  T H E  
S K I D  0
,

NATHENATKAA CAL CUL ATO
,
IS C R Y  U P  
1 2 1

TARSI) AND wE wOLID RECO...END a FOR
Ltsst5 OF GRAN
-
KN. 
I P P L I C
A T K A S  
S U
C H  
A
S

IMAGE F X, L IGHl wA w,  V&TA PRO, IMAGINE

O UR FPL I PACK COMES WITH I ,  T i stR4 0

CRYSTAL AND 5  COMMTRILE 'MTH MOST A l  2 0 0

RAAA/P•octsioe AccELEBATots SUCH AS OUR
APOLLO/MAGTAEM DESIGN, HAWK, BLIZZARD
• N
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E
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1
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9 9

OP £40 WIN 1.1 Al200 sum)

ENTERPRISE

SINGLE WORKSTATION
FOR A500/600/1 20C'

£2999
DOUBLE WORKSTATION
FOR A500/60011200

PLUS EXTRA SHELF

E V / 9 9
WIDE WORKSTATION

A500/600/1 200 Will
ADDITIONAL. SIDE PERIPHERALS
(HARD DISK OR EOPPY DRIVE)

oo

TITAN & X
-
L I N K

MO Spud8 1 Approred
Mates ter oil ifittips

ORDER HOTLINE rOrder  Item01322-14. h1800'
01322-527810 '
N a m e

Nome
BETWEEN 9AM AND 5.30PM, MONDAY TO I  „  A

SATURDAY, TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD. i  A
d
d r e s s

TO PAY BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER I
PLEASE RETURN THE ORDER FORM BELOW I

TO W i m p  DEVELOPMENTS, P o s t  Code  P h o n e  No.
PO BOX 490,  DARTFORD, KENT, DA1 2 UHL  •M• CHEQUES SHOUID BE MADE PAYABLE TO WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS • • • •

MAKES YOUR AMIGA MORE THAN
5 . 6  TIMES FASTER •• 7. 12 MI P S

INCREASE OF DaR 5 .6
• 600EC30 Processor running at 40MHz l o
m B:TRUE 40MHz chip - NOT Overclocked)

providing 7.12mips of power • Up to 128Mb of
RAM Carl be added • Available with 0, 2, 4, 0

or 16Mb of 32-bit RAM Installed (call for higher
5IMM sizes) • Kickstart ReMopping
• Optional SCSI-II interface • Can

accommaidote a 72-pin industry standard SIMA4
• Optional PLCC type FPU (Floating Point Unit)
a Battery Flocked Clock/Calender • PCMC1A

compatible so you can still use products such as
OverDrive HD or CD/Zappo CD-ROM or

Squirrel I Zero Waite Stole Design.

DIRECTORYOPUS 5
Advanced Ale Managemeni

Software for all Amios
IDEAL CD

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
WITH ADVANCED DIRECTORY

CACHING,  FILTERING AND
ARCHIVE HANDLI NG

•  REDESIGNED AND REWRITTEN FROM GROUND
UP. MUCH FASTER MORE EFFICIENT AND MANY

NEW REVOLUTIONARY FEATURES. •  NEW INTERFACE 'WITH MORL MEANINGFUL
CONTROL AND USEFUL POWER. •  AMIGA STYLE GUIDE COMPLIANT ENSURES

CLEARER COMMUNICATION OF INFORMATION AND GREATER CONTROL.
•  UNLIMITED NUMBER OF FULLY INDEPENDENT FILE DISPLAY WINDOWS AND

BUTTON BANKS. BUTTONS CAN BE DEFINED FROM TEXT OR GRAPHICS •  MUL
CONFIGURATION EDITORS -  WHICH CAN BE USED WHILST PERFORMING OTHER

TASKS! I  INTERNAL MULTITASKING ALLOWING YOU TO PERFORM MULTIPLE
OPERATIONS SIMULTANEOUSLY. •  AMIGAGUIDE ON-L INE HELP •  ADVANCED F
TYPE RECOGNITION SYSTEM INCLUDING 0 5 3 .x  DATATYPE SUPPORT •  EXTENS
'DRAG ' N '  DROP' THROUGHOUT THE PROGRAM •  ADVANCED AR EA SUPP

•  CAN EVEN REPLACE & ENHANCE WORKBENCH!

UPDATES FROM 5.0 AND 4.8, Hord Disk Required
Workbench 2+ SHIPPING CALL ABOUT

VERSION 5.11 NOW

EASTLEDGERs 2  Am iG A FORMAT GOL D -  THE O N L Y  FULL ACCOUNTS PACKAGE
• DEM O DISK AVAILABLE -  CALL ABOUT TRAIL OFFER -  C I  1 9
(LIMITED OFFER PRICE) •  HARD DISK +  2 M B R AM  REQUIRED

GP Fa x T H E  ULTIMATE PAX SOFTWARE SOLUTION -  AMIGA FORMAT
GOt D  -  AMIGA COMPUTING 9 / 1 0  -  E4 4 .9 9

IMAGE EX 2 .1 A THE UL TI M ATE IMAGE PROCESSING SYSTEM •  AMIGA FORMAT
Gow - 2MB & HARD DISK REQUIRED - £149.99

TURBOPRINT P R I N T E R  ENHANCEMENT SYSTEM -  A  MUST Fo lt  ALL PRINTER
OWNERS -  AMIGA SHOPPER 9 0 %  - E4 9 .9 9

TOWER SYSTEM F R OM  MICRONIK FOR THE A l 2 0 0  -  'THE ULTIMATE A l 2 0 0
EXPANSiOhe - CU AssIGA, 90% - E499.99

A500 5)2. RAM EXPANSION - E19•99 WITH FREE °Pus 4 WORTH ovER ESO
A500Ptus 1MB RAM EXPANSION - £
2 9 . 9 9  v o r n i  
F R E E  
O P U S  
I  
W O R T H  
O V E
R  
£ 5 0

A600 1 M s RAM EXPANSION - £ 2 9 .9 9  WITH FREE Opus 4  WORTH o w  R E50
10 2 5 / 0 0  DISKS WITH COLOURED LABELS • £ 4 .9 9

50 25 /DO Dvsa3 WITH COLOURED LABELS- £ 1 9 .9 9
100 2S/DD Dsjcs WITH COLOURED LABEIS • £34.99

Price

ALSO AVAILABLE
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,
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Oms E13999 E179
2mB E19999 £239
4mo E24999 E289
8mB E34999 £389

64% E589
SCSI-110mo
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The best of all things Amiga!'

The April 1996 issue will feature the second CU Amiga Magazine
Special Edition CD, packed with the software you want to see U.S

Don't miss out, order it from your newsagent now!
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Maidenhead Closes Down Again!'
aidenhead must be
jinxed as far as Amiga is
concerned! Less than a
year after Commodore

UK closed its doors and only six
months after being set up, the
Maidenhead office of Amiga
Technologies has closed down.
The announcement came into
effect on the 31 January 1996

Set up to provide development
support, sales and marketing, the
success of the UK branch was
always likely to be closely tied to
the sales performance of the

New OctaMED
OctaMED SoundStudio V i s
'nearly completed' according to
RBF Software. SoundStudio aims
to take the power of OctaMED
and bring it right up to date by
adding support for 16-bit sound
cards and many features demand-
ed by musicians frustrated by the
traditional Tracker format.

Among the new features is the
ability to play up to 64 tracks of
Amiga samples simultaneously
(but don't expect perfect sound
quality). A completely new nota-
tion editor has been developed as
an alternative to the alpha-
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Amiga before and during
Christmas 1995 and, according to
industry sources, this has fallen
far short of expectations.

Amiga Technologies UK will
continue to be represented by
staff at Escom UK headquarters in
Stansted, Cambridgshire, but the
closure has lead to three
redundancies, including that of
Jonathon Anderson. Joint General
Manager. Jonathon was "disap-
pointed", but "understood the
situation" and all staff had appar-
ently been informed of the

numeric  tracker display, whic h will
also be present.

Due to the new sample replay
routines, there will be no maxi-
mum size limit for samples other
than the total available RAM.
Direct to hard drive recording, full
Toccata support, extra MIDI com-
mands and a 200 page manual
are also promised.

Registered users of OctaMED
6 are eligible for a discount when
upgrading. Look out for the full in-
depth review in next month's CU
Amiga Magazine.

OctaMED users with Internet
access can now hook up to an
official World Wide Web site for
lots of OctaMED info and
downloads. The address is as
follows: http://www,compulink.
co.ukl—octamed/

For more more information you
can contact RBF Software at
169 Dale Valley Road,
Southampton. 501 6QX.
Tel/fax: 01703 785 680.

redundancies before Christmas by
Amiga Technologies' Managing
Director Petro Tyschtchenko.

Despite initial worries that the
closure of the office might mean
a drastic cutting back of Amiga
Technologies' commitment to the
UK market, sources have stated
that this is not the case, and the
announcement that the World Of
Amiga show is indeed taking
place, with sponsorship from the
German organisation has allayed
worries for the time being.

At the moment it is not clear
what new direction AT intend tak-
ing in marketing the Amiga in
Britain, but the alleged poor sales
results must mean that some-
thing has to happen soon. It's
also not clear what sort of cus-
tomer support and back-up will be
supplied from the Stansted office.

The network ing system Amiga-
Link featured in the February
issue's networking article has
been reduced in price from $299
(US) to $275 (US).

Amiga-Link is available from

Joirantiti• Anderson. "Disappoilltr

AMIGA
John Smith is staying on in the

new Stansted office as General
Manager. and will retain overall
control of Sales in the UK for all
Amiga products and Virtual
i-glasses. We'll have a full update
next month.

Ami allink Price Drop
AmiTrix Development. 5312 - 47
Street, Beaumont, Alberta, T4X
1H9. Canada. If you would like
some more information you can
phone or fax them on (001 from
UK) 403 929 8459.

W o r l d  O f  A m i g a  C o n fi r m e d
The World of Amiga s how has been finally confi rmed.  I t  wil i  run Over
the 13th and 14th of April in the Novotel, Hammersmith, London. This
confirmation follows three changes of date for the show so far, The
new show coincides with the Spring European Computer Trade Show,
which starts on the 14th in neighbouring Earls Court.

Whether the timing is purely coincidental or not it should give AT
an opportunity to talk at first hand with the games software industry
at their most important UK show. We hope to see you all there
supporting the Amiga.
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World Of Amiga: Toronto
The Wonder Computers World Of
Amiga Show in Toronto was a
major event (writes Jason
Compton), three days in the
Toronto International Centre. with
dozens of exhibitors, thousands
of attendees and a smattering of
celebrities it made history. So,
what was there to do and see?

Meet the man, of course.
None other than Petro
Tyschtshenko, head of Amiga
Technologies. He was on-hand for

day and a half and gave the
keynote address, in which he
informed the ladies and gentle-
men of the audience of AT's plans
for a North American re-launch
ovith the upcoming Al2004- and
!alked about the Amiga's future
•yith Motorola's PowerPC chip.
Petro was also available for hand-
shakes and conversation, provid-
ed you stood in line, at the SMG
booth, where the North American
listributors of Amiga machines
lad the A4000T, Al200. and
A1438S monitor on display. There
was even a spare A4000T lying on
its side with the case taken off for
nosy users and journalists to poke
around in.

Facing the 4000T was
MacroSystem's Draco, being
shown off by distributors
NoohJi's. While the Draco is billed
as a non-linear editing computer
with Amiga emulation, rather than
as an 'Amiga clone', it seems
clear that the Draco, having

'211:111

A Noce Syslem's Sales Maoager Bohm Mahe
doieg some viork

A A picture ol the Amiga Tectoologies A40001. up
clese end looking early

beaten the 4000T to market with
a built-in 060, may be a serious
competitor for professional mar-
ket 4000T sales. Capable of
absolutely incredible real-time and
rendered video effects, the Draco
has to be seen to be believed.
Two big Amiga players from
Germany represented themselves
directly. The first. Village Ironic,
showed off the official Amiga
Technologies-approved AmigaOS
3.1 and AmiTCP 4 and a host of
their other products including
their time-proven Zorro-II graphics
card, the Picasso II, Plans were
revealed at the show to have a
new, Zorro-III Picasso IV on the
market by mid-1996.

The second, PhaseS• drew an
endless stream of gawkers to
the tall glass case housing the
recent items from the hardware
developer. More interesting than
the Blizzard, CyberStorm and
CyberVision cards lying there was
the engineering prototype of the
PowerUP PowerPC 604 upgrade
card for the Amiga 4000.

Wonder Computers organised
and put on the World Of Amiga,
and as such their presence could
be seen in large numbers. Entering
patrons couldn't help but notice
the centrally-located Wonder Retail
area with gobs of Amiga products
piled high off the tables and the
huge-screen TV with a Scala-
updated listing of the show's
sponsors and exhibitors. Across
the hall was the WCi Distribution
table, offering dealers and manu-
facturers a chance to connect with
each other in North America,

For those who are already
deeply entrenched in said market.
they needed to look no farther
than MicroScribe. The device, a
joint effort between MicroScribe
and Immersion Corporations, is a
pen mounted to a serious looking
piece of red steel. The pen 'digi-
tises" real-world 3D objects into
Light Wave objects on an Amiga
or PC as the user touches the pen
to points indicated by a grid (to
be drawn on the object prior to
digitisation. I The price is hefty,
but the capabilities are simply
amazing, and the potential for the
product is staggering.

DKB, one of the few American
Amiga hardware developers that
still do general-interest products,
made the journey to promote

their new WildFire A2000 68060
accelerator board as well as to
hype up their upcoming multi-I0
and SCSI hardcard products.
Promised for the future are
WildFire A3000, A4000, and most
likely Al200 units, bringing the
entire line of recent Amigas up to
the best Motorola has to offer
680x0 users.

Phantom Development, an
American Amiga software
publisher looking to capture
several neglected markets, includ-
ing development tools for GUI
building and text editors, brought
their product line and upcoming
products for the people to see.
Still promising, and still incom-
plete, the upcoming Hell Pigs
action/adventure game demo was
being shown. Hopefully, Croatian
developers Classico will put the
finishing touches on the game in
short order so Phantom can
unleash it to the world,

In addition to developers,
several dealers came to offer th
,
7 i•
wares to the buying public.
National Amiga, a firm which
does the vast majority of its busi-
ness on the World Wide Web,
shared a booth with developer
and retailer PreSpect Technology,
developers of the MultiFace IV
serial/parallel card for Zorro-
equipped Amigos, Zipperware
made the trip from America's
Northwest, and Legendary Design

The UK's only japanese-style
cartoon magazine publisher,
Gaijin Press Dojinshi. has
announced that it intends to do
an animated cartoon based
around their main magazine
character, Ariel High School Dev
Girl, using the Amiga.

According to Josh 'On' Clarke.
the Manga style cartoon artwork
used for the magazines is
becoming increasingly popular in
the UK and he hopes that the ani
motion will help this along.

Anyone interested in the genre
or the animation should contact
him at Gailin Press. 2 Birkdale
Drive, Immingham, Grimsby
DN40 2LB.

was inz'oduclnu tiorne of its own
in-house products as well as
blowing out old Psygnosis titles
for as little as $1 apiece.

It was a long, hard road to get
a large-scale Amiga show in
North America after Commodore
gave up the ghost. But thanks to
dozens of eKhibitors and
thousands of attendees. WOA
Toronto '95 was a great success.
Don't feel too bad if you missed it
— plans are underway for WOA
Vancouver '96, in June_ •
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'centre) presides sem ihe Wonder retail booth.

us
a Keynes Emernme oed Omer', Kidd keep 8111 eve en
Vionder's ViCi Distributinn area.
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Matt Broughton's

H M V  CHART...
A mig a  T o p  Ga m e s
No -rime P U BL I S H E R

1 Wor m s O c e a n

2 Pl ayer  Ma na ge r  2 Vi r gi n
3 Al i en Br eed 3 D O c e a n

4 S oc c e r  Star s  9 6 Empi r e
5 Sensi bl e Gol f Vi r gi n
6 Sensi  Wor l d of  S oc c e r  9 5 / 9 6 Vi r gi n
7 Pr emi er  Ma na ge r  3: Mul t i - E di t Gr eml i n

8 civilization Di gi tal
9 Tact i ca l  Ma na ge r O c e a n

1 0 Ul t i ma t e  S oc c e r  Ma na ge r Sierra
,,

ornin'. Yes it's me. No.
I'm not a Games Animal
without any hair and a
hanky covering over my

increasingly shiny spam, I'm just a
man with a mans desires and
needs. Er. anyway w h a t  say we
get this show on the road?

Acclaim Entertainment isn't a
name which has been connected
with the Amiga games scene
recently, but thanks to a few recent
acquisitions. will be in your
thoughts very shortly. In fact, if
you're not already sitting down, I
suggest you ready yourself,
because there are THREE games
arriving on the good ship Acclaim
any day now (yes, incredible. non?)

First up is Domark's Total
Football - a product that's been
flapping around for some while,
but has been delayed and delayed
thanks to some annoying bugs that
no-one could kill. No release date
has been confirmed as yet, but
nice Mr Simon Smith-Wright from
Acclaim reckons that we should
see something within the next
three months.

The second game from the
Acclaimers is the excellent basket-
ball romp, NBA Jam: Tournament
Edition. Having just enjoyed a
good innings on 16-bit consoles
and the Sony PlayStation, this has
proved problematic to convert.
but with top developers Dome on
the case, Acclaim are hoping to
have something to see jolly damn
soon indeed. For those of you not

rdiJi100" M a r  r

Another month, another page full of news courtesy of the games meister
from hell. Incidentally, that's not his real hair in the picture, it's a plastic
mould. Thank you.
familiar with this title, it's one of
the more simple basketball games
around - with a two-on-two struc-
ture - and it's not so worried about
realism as it is with having fun (you
remember 'fun' don't you?)
Features include power-up icons
on-court accessing enormous
flaming balls (yes, chuckle chortle,
etc) speed-ups, and all manner of
point bonuses to annoy your oppo-
nent just when he thought he had
you beaten.

And finally from Acclaim (and
here's some REAL news) it's
Putty Squad It 's true! Having
first appeared in the Amiga press
about a year or so ago, this excel-
lent platform game from System
3 has finally found a way out into
the light, and should be out, if not
by the end of February, then cer-
tainly by March (and before you
ask, yes that is March 1996).
Acclaim managed to pick up this
title at the end of the year when
System 3 (bloody brilliant develop-
ers that they arel were struggling
with distribution. So should we
expect to see much more of
Acclaim this year? Well no, not
really. It appears that those groovy
funksters aren't going out of their
way to get back into the Amiga
market, but what with all the

•1
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A Otigkelly wi the hands el Dowd, Total Football will mow be handled by Acclaim

Escom news going on last year,
coupled with the fact that they
thought all these titles were pretty
sexy, they certainly won't be run-
ning away from nice distribution
deals such as these.

Well we haven't heard from
Flair for a while, but they're back
on the scene, touting a new game
called Double Agents. Details are
a bit thin at the moment (i.e. their
nice man forgot to send my the
fax he promised!) but I'm sure I'll
find out more soon. The only
thing I know is that it's due for a
March release.

As for whether more Amiga
products will be arriving on the
Flair Express in the near future.
well i n  the words of Flair's main
man, Colin, "Pass!". A man of few
words, our Colin. Anyway, appar-
ently it all depends on the retailers
and distributors. Due to the
increasing shortage of shelf
space in games shops, it 's prov-
ing very hard to get products
through the door and into the
punters' bedrooms. Another
problem for such companies as
far as making money goes
(which, after all, is what finances

future developments) is that,
while countries like Germany
have always proved very impor-
tant market places for Flair, now
that those crazy, sausage-chew-
ing loons seem to be easing up
on the Amiga front, well l e t ' s
just say that future products look
a bit unlikely at the me. Still, you
never know.

Another 'simply smashing'
bit of news for Amiga garners this
month comes from Empire
Interactive, where, following
on from last month's football
one they are putting together
more compilations.

So there you are folks. some
OK news but some pretty damn
good news as well. And just to
gloat in your faces. I'm off to
New York again tomorrow morn-
ing, so you can expect a new
photograph of my smug mug
next month. Nothing to do with
the Amiga games scene I know,
but hey, I just enjoy annoying
you. So have fun, and hell, why
not have a look at the new HMV
charts - they're just so sensu-
ous. Be seeing you . . . •
Mall Broughton
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N O T I C E

2MB of RAM
3.5' Floppy  Drive

2.5• 170MB HD Option
Wordsworth v4se

Digita Datastore v1.1
Digita Organiser v1.1

Turbo Calc v3.5
Photogenics v1.2se
Personal Paint  v6.4

Workbench v3.1
Whizz 3D Game

Pinball Mania Game
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e t he  Power
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ROM drive comes wi th a SCSI
PSU. manual, audio lead,
d a n d  s of t ware wh ic h

A u d io  CD, CD32 Emulat or,
Decoder and Photo CD.

1489

A 4 0 0 0  T O W E R

6MB RAM
68040/25 or 6E1060/50

Workbench v3.1
AGA Chip Set

16,7 Mi l l ion Colours
1.2GB SCSI Hard Drive
1.76MB Floppy  Drive
2 x 3.5" Drive Bays

12199
All p r o  Include VAT

hard dryve veruens.
Does not include dodis or manuals

No;

Q U A D - S P E E D

L I

I t  -
fa
.
° 
N
Q
1 ,
-

*
1
1
.
1
1
1
-
l
e
r

110V N O V  S C S I  1D COOLING S C S i
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QUAD-SPEW

1249

C D - R O M ' S

AMINET SET 1(4 CD'S)  £ 2 5
AMINETSET 2  E 2 5
AMINET 5  £ 1 2
AMINET 6  1 1 2
AMINET 7  E 1 2
AMINET B  E 1 2
MEETING PEARLS 1  fl O

AUDIO M E E T I N G  PEARLS 2  E 1 0
itirouT M E E T I N G  PEARLS 3  E 1 0

AMIGA TOOLS 3  E 2 5
XIPAINT V3.2  £ 3 5
CD-WRITE  £ 3 9
CD-BOOT 1.0  £ 2 9

•DUAL SPEED CD-ROM CAsiNG
DIFFERS FROM ONE SHOWN

SCSI INTERFACE REQUIRED FOR ARNO

THE A M I G A  I S  B A C K

2101B+170AAB HD

68040+1.2GB 68060+1 .268

E2499
1-GLASSES
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68040/25Mhz or
68060/50Mhz Processor

6M8 RAM

1.2GB Hard Drive

1,76 Floppy Drive

PCMCIA Smart Card Slot
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AGA Chipset
16.7 Mil l ion  Colours

Built-In Modulator
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4 1 , 1 . 1 1 11

ORDER F O R M  S E E  O P S  AD V E R T

: 01234 273000 FAX: 01234 352207 P O W E R .
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correspondence please quote a
Phone Number, Post Code D e p t .

Allow 5 working days chequeclearance
SHOWROOM ADDRESS:

DEPT. CU, Uhltr3.ARMLETPARg
COURT,STANIVINGLEYRD, LEEDS,

.
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:
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Lombar d Tr icky low rate
COMPUTER CENTRE fi n a n c e  now available, call.

Hardware

LOWCOSTDELIVERY
•2. 4 Week Days £ 3 . 5 0
* Next Week Day ‘ 5 . 9 5
OSaturdaydelivery L I  0.00
Delivery subject to stock

pncesinclude VAT @ 17.5%
•Large showroom with parking
9M ult i-m i Ilion pound company
•Overseas orders welcome
•Educational purchase orders wekorne
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Pkwat. ate coma at dee woe and ping on press
Pirtle theta twe loitot pea. MAW. ordatiap Al

urininct ID our ssandard tenon 1
aralaMa mina napeat111121

Telephone 0 1 1 3  2 3 1 9 4 4 4
7.4 HR MAIL ORDER SERVICE FAX: 0113111-9191
NEW! BBS Sales& Technical line Tel: 0111211-1422

Saleleillsttem.dernoscowww.dememeauktfirsteau

C D  R OM Drives

RAM Expansion/Accelerators

Late N ight Opening
Wednesday & Thursday

till 7•30pm

O p e n  S u n d ay
1 la m  to Odr,

First Starter Pack
•  A l2 0 0  dust corer
•  10 x D 5 D D  disks l a b e l s  A l l  f o r
▪ Top quality  joystick o n l y
•  Deluxemoose mat i
t  ( s r
, i s
•  x  A l200  gameS L  I  .
7 • 7

Printers

Overdrive

£175.99

SCSI Enclosures
PRIMADraar"reer arn mac.*  fre t...o le o ,

warandsce laane ., reCOfiernowa

5 ogle Caw 16999 Dual Cate L89_99

1 1 1 1 1 .
a l - 
a lN
E
C  
6 1
,
0 6  
s
p
e
e
d

Only1I (292,99
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  •  wai t•  •  c.d ....v
o
n ...
,

HP CD-R 4020i

C D - B L u r d e r  4x r e a da x  o r i t ,
Tomorrows

re ch n n ie g y to d ay E 9 2 9 . 9 9
74 Min, Media

10 off ( 64.99 IOC off ( 375.99

Hard Drives
3 .5
•• 
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r
d  
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s
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v
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s

w it h  A l  2 0 0 / 6 0 0  insta ll kit
••ore m . o . . ,  I  3 i t i  hi  Al . .11.T,
r u r o r u r

i n ,  software. cables and Instructions
420Mb•I  1 59.99 540M b...1184 .99
850M1a..L 199,99 1 .05 Gig-1245 .99
3 . 5
-
H a
r d  
D
r i
v
e  
u
p
g
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a
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k
i
t
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I  
8
9
9

Inc I toles son op sokware. cables and fall
imstrxrction , wi  H a d  De ve r,

2 .5 " H a r d  D r ive s  f o r  A6 0 0 ,
A l 2 0 0   with in st a lla t io n  k i t

inc. software, screws, cables
and Instructions

Seagate 1  CONivrfi
80Mb 1 8 9 . 9 9  130Mb..L 109,9Y
170Mb..L1 14.99 250Mb.1139•99
340Mb.1179.99 5  1 0M13.1254•99

Q u a n t u m  T O S H I B A

170 Mb Harddrive
Scala MM-300 pre-installed
Amazing value a cm ilt i1 3 9 3 9

External Hard Drives
or all SCSI aware Amiga's

500Mb ti 9 9 99 1.0Gig 299 99
law .# 9 / • • • •  SCSIOD•o• In•PILI.SCII

cc...ow-4840 wiwootrwiramoonokw,
Requires SCSI interface as SquitydrOVP

surriEFAxmaamt 288
•  k l •  fe l  6 • • • • • •  5 . •15•010 o . . r  •  I I . .
•  SO niC • • • • • • • •  Amme r. traIrpo4 .00  D• • • •
•  rot alwarrt •  non, Non
•  I K• • • •  ;O mar.  S i I ,

'only L199.99kam,.
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New!!SupraExpress 288
1 O n ly
1E174.99

•  UDD,
•  LEO
•  VI A S • o a d d
•  . . . f n . .  t e r r • • . •

•  Cl000 t o t
•  1 1 ,..rWse rlre ,

128,000 Datai14,400 Fax'

tilobutics

E U - . l I u l M i t i
c A  W E  
A R E  
P R E F E
R R E D

USR DEALERS

ro•u• t  ,r(tors war tr• •  tr,  a it
288 Courier V34+
onl y

C I 9,3.99
V14.28900 BPS. BAST approwid 1 2 8 7 . 9 9  33,600 b i n ,

rho ,nrrria(n t r a i n .
includ••••3112••• I I .5 .2 I

V2 1 .VII,PINPEI_ 5  V I I I . .
Claes I can o n . . .  POI/D10400

4 • • • •  I  pa r i n c h a  f too nook . .
t o t r o n o t . . . • • o l o
)
.  t o b i oonly El 11.99

114,400 Data' I 4,400 Fax'
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Canon
Canon 111)20 ( 1 1 1 . 9 1
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nnone .1 2 4 e x  £ 2 0 1 . 9 9

Canos C4 i1 r0
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"
1 1 8 9 .
9 9

C a nonl iC  600e Colo7 .:
".

r
n
1
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e
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i
7
9

re ran (Hte .(n e .io r. . . .ad  73041anon II/C6 I C o l o u r  4 4 1 9 . 9 9
rzu am, near wetaagnerHa *maw(

1 1 1 1 . 1 fi l l
S tar LC9Cionnwrias L I 0 5 . 9 9
M P bulk in. pm• • br of t ......• • • • • ,
Star LC 100•uncu...,, £ 1 2 5 .9 9
I 01 ((mart* . (lane. M K( Amigo d e n .'Star 1.C240 en••••1  1 1 2 3 .9 9
0 1 (.. a re a , *  AelL e dit

Starl-C240C i•pucuc••• (139.99
A S F I t . V
L Q i IS tar Si 1 ItIcniwe 1 2 3 2 . 9 9

CITIZEN
all C a n n . * .  z  "  • r .  , , , , ,

ABC Colour pnnter  / 1 4 5 . 9 9
C•nm•maDorlertirrit•14•11• • • •axothertIftrior

New!! Pr intiva 600c
•  Ne w Mie n '  Dry p rird  be t andlogy
• 6  BO dpi C0 0 0 tr, , IOU Op( aln n a
• d n y e r
,  ,  
• .  
0 6
9 . 9
9

1
4
/
1

H E W L E T T •
P A C K A R D

1224.99

H P 660 Colour C319.99
Ne
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coow.weomowowoowioxec. 1  IV

N o .  t o f f . .  • • • • • • • • • • • • •H PBS° Colour 1 4 2 9 . 9 9
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9

wpm, 14.10
New! H P SP Laser pr inter  0 1 5 .9 9

Monitors

c
$

IA Nli( Al
M1438S

A n l a  r a ndod
Sainte specification so the o n i t o  r
Micron itin t i 430. but a/

tsaab.4ltinSseron
3 be Akart.

without speakers £264.99

E295.

Ami tek 1084 S L  I 99.99
l e  Care w cc-6  buena la.nate . e nnre
,
.

Otaar, M i ka M S .  An al ,  InDe•Monitor dust cover £6 . 99
i
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f
1
9
,
9
9

EPSON
Neve Sty lui C Olour II £ 1 1 5 . 9 9
NO d e l a ,
,  
l i d o s
.  
t w
o  
c
m

Newel Scylua Colour ils £ 2 4 9 .9 9
/anus slanrenact. lanrCater•
N e w!' S ty lus
S lO /
2 1 9 .
9 9

NewrIS tylul Pro £ 4 8 5 . 9 9
125121 PO n e e llaal  anaaty.nno,
EPS 1000 Laser Printer 1419 .99

too t1.1.1•46 memo,.ItOdutaa All
The perfect accompaniment

for a high quality colour pr inter
NEW' tC 1
- X  •  
5 0 0
0  
•

ON /.  Y
.
L 4 1 9 .
9 9

We  would be happy to quote'
you on any make or model of
r inter  that may not be lis ted,

M i S ( . 6 1 (1 1 1 e 0 1 .
1
%

Printe ar Switch  I n a 2 way
Printer Switch sox 3 way
Printer ScandslUnnersal)
1.014etre printerratole
1 Me tre  or-intro Akio

Me tre  priretue cable
I M a t r a  otbate r cable

Lee,
Mika
M t ,

t i l t s

A 1200 I MB RAM Special price!! L 9 9
(119.99
£144.99
(234.99
£109.99
L I 49.99
£189.99
£274.99

A 1 2 0 0  2  M B  R A M
A 1 200 4 MB RAM
4 1 2 0 0
8  
M B  
R
A
M

Al 200 I MB/31Mhz Co Pro
Al 200 2 MB/33Mhz  Co Pro
Al  200 4 MB/ 3 3 Mhz  Co Pr o
Al 2 0 0  13 MB/ 3 3 Mhz  Co Pr o
( M e m o r y  Modul es )
1 Mb 72 Pin S1MM £ 2 9 . 9 9
2 Mb 72 Pin SIMM £69 . 99
4 Mb 72 Pin S I MM £ 8 9 . 9 9
8 M b7 2  Pin S I MM £174 . 99
16 Mb 72 pin S I MML174 99
I Mb 30 pin S I MM E 3 3 . 9 9
4 Mb 30 pin SIMM £109.99
256 by 4 DRAM (each)L6, 99

Part exchange available on your  old
memor  ,  Call for • ricin

Consumables
R ib b o n s

C i l ,  an Sworib ABC re e fte  0 . 9 9
Conran 5 ark
, A B C  
c o l o
u r  
1 1
2 1
9

S tar L.000 rm . . .  ribbon 4 . 4 . 9 9
Star LC111 00 mono 0 • 1 0 1
Star 1..0 lbil 00 tolour 1 7 . 9 9
Star LC 240c r colour 1 1 2 1 1
Star IC2 4 0 ( man *  / 1 . 9 9
StariC1 4 0 rad n o  i 1 . 1 4
Star I  Clee  1 (0 0 6 '1 0 0  Co lo ' ,  4 . 1 3 1 9
nir
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lables for all printers
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C a r t r i d g e  R e fi l ls
s • • •  •  foroono In r o a n i  toot .  mitt,  'o f . ,  Who
•Abtr•  lat Cae re . dbl. n ab . .  HP Omelet
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F . I l l
n i . I
_ i _ i
r  
h
r t  
(
S
i
e
n
a
)  
4
2
7
.
9
9

Bu lk (  I 2 SMI) 4 3 e . 9 9

Printer repair specialists call

Disk Drives

• k n . . *
• HISO FT Zip Te ar
in I  X ICOPID••••••••

Zip tools

Driv(

Rw;
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Amiga External drive 449.9',
Al 200/600 internal drive £39.99

s ,
A
5
0
0 /
5
0
0 -
1
-
i n
t e
r
n
A
d
r i
v .  
f
3  
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9
9
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1P
stramatil
,sataseall

Ink C a rtridge '
CD• or•  al  1 9
,
S t o  
5 J 4 1

Can o n  01120111.10
Can o n  IWO  4,1 p ack)
Cannon SIC TO MOOG I 3 pack)
Canon BJC /0  colour (1 pack)
Canun 111C 4000 toinur Cain ea)
Callon  SJC 4000 nnonn
Carlon  C C  4600 rounu high cap .
Carson SIC 600n toOnfl high cap .
Carlon BJC 600. colour
Ci tr• • •  Prontis a Std. colours
Citi rrrn  Pe rnorn Me tallic C 01 flan,
HP.Deskiet 660 rioublu mum,
HP. Deskoet 660 t &our
Epson S t y . .  ti3O•10
Epson Scyttio colour
Epsom Stelar• C/14.11.
1
3,020 a t o n e
farm
,
' 
S t
y i
n o  
C
o
o
.  
i
k
.
1
1
1
0  
C
o
l
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r

Epuno SoySis 020 colour upgrade
S tar Sp 44 m o n .  colour tin g le )

Cov e r s
All printer dnot covers

Paper
Fanfold ( tractor feed)  504 ohrots
Fanfold ( tractor feed 1000 sheets
Fankold(tractorfred) 2000.ho.ta
S in&  sheet 5 0 0  theett
Single  she e t I  OdOtheces
S
i
n
g
l
e  
.
s
h
e
e  
2
4
0
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i
h
e
e
e
s

1 0 1
1
1 = 2
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Nes j
Surf Squirrel

•  H i speed serial port•  SCSI
-
li 
i n t
e r f
a c e

•  Au h o g  HD fn.oeon* L 7
2
. 9 5Squirrel

•  SC81•11 interface

From Only * L4500. :.
£ 5 4 . 9 9  i i .  "ch ase d  se p aratn ly

I Accelerator Cards I

Viper II-SO t 1 9 9 . 9 9
LJD to i 26145, Sniff FPU 5..1os a rim elle&
Viper II-28 £ 1 1 9 . 9 9
U p .  i b e l b  RAM, P t )  ,adre e  •  KT  O dd(

'Falcon 68040
68040 RC

25Mhz
L499.95

IA5001600 RAM Expansion
PRIMA A500 512k RAM no da da  I 9,99
PRIMA A500+ 1 Mb RAM £ 2 9 . 9 9
PRIM A A600 I Mb RAM no clockL29.99

- • •
t 19.99
L13.100
61119
1.16.99
114.99
17.91

(3 4 ,2 9
CO .4 9

(2 .4 9
(14..49
Lik e ,
127.99
111.99
131.99
ti7.99
(34 .92
194.91

V IPER

Disks

Bulk DSOD
10 s E3.49 1 0 0 1 . 1 2 9 . 9 9
30 a 19.179 2 0 0  •  £54.99
503,115.99 11/0x11111.99
Branded DS DO
lex  14.917 1 0 0 x  135_99
3 0 ,  (11.9111 2 0 0  a L61.99
51a L21/P9 S O O  .1142.99
Bulk D SH D
10 x13.09 1 0 0  ;1E33.99
10 it /11.99 2 0 0  a L59_99
Se a L11.99 5 0 0  a L131.99
Branded D SM D

14 99 10 x15_ x  147.991 1
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:;;* :; D isk labels x 1 000 £9.99
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D R O N  drives

NEC &Xi 6 speed
' Only1IL19199
lell-lbrowbe•
. d . . a Y
r n

1 ca SPeefil £ 1
2 5 . 9 94 Speed 4 1 5 8 . 9 9
.1344 Speed E  I 6 9 .9 9

R 4020i

4s read/ 3 a wrote

£929.99
Media

00 off 4575.99

r u

*179.95
'4=199.95

)
1 interface

• 0 0
.
2
1
M r l
a

.Pased separates

1

ors
ir Carcl 1

WE R  k j i
I P E R

£199.99
e t1 PitTcktde

(119 9r
,IwO L

Expans
ino clockt 19.99

£29.99

nodock09.99
4

OD
1 1 0 x t2 9 .9 9
2000  (5 4 9 9

9 5 4 1 0  a 013.99
0 5 D D

MO 0 5 .9 9
9 2 0 0  ( 6 3 .9 9

M s  tI43.99
HD

'b a sin  99
200 a C59.99

500s4134.91
DSHD

ledia L47.99
300 a OM 91

0 5 0 0 x  (190.99
els 6500 1 6 .9 9

els x1000 (9 .9 9
.
1

Video
W
u
a
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u
m

VIDI Amiga 24 (RT)+
Colour  Real Time

Am iga video
capture system

• C ......... 5  SVHS moire,
•  T wo . .  L I AM  mo le st ri b b o n ,
•  1109P2CIff & PDX File Some
,•  loadnowe 34 l i t &OM & Aron£139.95

VIDI Amiga 24 (RT) Pro
Professional Colour

Real Time Amiga
video capture system
•  % V H S
•  1 4 . 7  m at e ,  co lour ' tab b in g .
•  I M P  TIFf. PCX, AMPS.
•  pme nnie nt, rmstro b  e l e c t s£224.99

: 7
1
,
7
1
1
fi
g
a l

r
•  Cm -m ax. -4 n  me lt VHS 1  1
.
1 4 4 1
•  S t i e r 1  Alad in  rtrolopto I I .  AWATIA
,•  S u m p *  *AA A A A *  AletiA3311- 1 1 3 * 6 d * 3 3 , 3  2 . 04•  Additional M ateo Senor* a  Lois,. i .
s s  r
. „ „ , . , - ,

•
for only £ 1 2 9 . 9 5 ,

Music
Technosound
Turbo 2 Pro

S i l l  bit S tereo S ampler  plus
m an ry m o n ,  a d v , , , d

A bargam at only £ 2 7 . 9 9

Mega-Lo-Sound
iiit d irec t s a m o i r i

G r a t  value a t ant? £ 2 5 . 9 9

ProMID1
Interlace

SM IDI  in, MOOS th rp  1  2  •  P l i tH opt
• Co mp atib le  tirids all M IDI  to ro mm

only!! t  19.99
•  2 x 3m etr e MI DI  cables L9.99

AURA
l00% £74. 99

Octamed compatible
I 1JI 6  b i t ste re o  d i re ct to -d i sk

PCMC IA sampk ,
Octamed 6

Official CD£24.95
Late st P e rm ,  PI  the  two  nn•  •
ongoing p ro g ram f t ,  des cOver 49009b of Mid. Net

-
1
8
9
1
1
1
1
•
1
b
.

Peripherals
Mega Mouse+ 400 dpit 12.99
Mega Mouse 400 dpi L  I I
Amiga Mouse 560dpi L 12.4
1Mousemat 4mm £ 3 . 9 '
,AlfaData Trackball 0 4 . 9 c
Zip Stick joystick L 9 . 9 e
Gravis Amiga joystick £l9.9
ZyFi-2 Speakers £ 2 6 . 9
. 'ZyFi Pro Speakers L 5 7 . 9 '
, (9.9
Amiga Contol Pad £ 9 . 9 ' ,
,Amiga Modulator £34 . 991
Amiga PSU E 3 4 . 9 9  I
Kickstart 2.0412.05 £ 2 4 . 9 9
CIA8520A 110chip £18 .9
FPU 25mhz PLCC £ 3 4 . 9
'F R/  33mhz PLCC ( 3 9 . 9 '

Blittersoft
Emplant Basic
Emplant SCSI 4 2 7 9 . 9 5
PC E586DX Module £99.95
Picasso 2Mb £ 2 4 9 . 9 5
Doubler 4000 - 50 Mhz
68040 Accelerator tor A4000 .4340{299 .9
1

Genlocks

Genlock 290
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£639.99
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• p o w * •  non* mon£264.99
A-Cut

•  V A *  333A L
• * A n  • •  I A * *  L •  * * A s
•  A* 3 - 3  A A A *  * * * * * A A

£164.99
Fusion Genlock
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Entry level Genlock

Wordprocessing

i l is
7

Home Office
FindtffiterI Final Wri ter 4Wor d ProcessonPublisber

Latest version of this award
winning software
only!! £72.99

Final Writer Lite
Word Processor

Requires Kkloscart 1,04 orabove.,1Mb of Ram mond I
floppy drive, Hard Orhoe

installabla if desired.

odifg
£39.95

find

Mini Office
Inte v a te d  Package

•  Wo rd o rp ro p e r

: r a V a t t t  L 3 8 . 9 9
• GcaPlea i s a  is eine Fodor• nes blot.,

Kindwords 3
Word Processor

'Reg 1Mb RAMS 1 disk drive
Workbench 1.2 and above.

•
£
2
4
.
9
9

Alsn Penpal £29.99
Wordworth 3.l L 5 4 . 9 9 /

•  Re q u i re s Wo rkb e n ch  2 .1  o r
above & 2 Mb of memory£74.99

S readsheets

Awl (air

Ati l t
opporpipi
Artre papt

•  i t•  o-,„
• 41111119

11111•

Final Data
•  RequiretWorkbench 1.3 or

abovv, I Mb of memory A
I floppy drivo.
£39.95

Twist 2
Relational Database

Final Calc
£94.99

•  Re l ato rs,  V t i o
,
l i b e n t h  
2 . 0  
e i

above, 2M b of memory min.,
H D oh with 5M b ot Froe space

Maxiplan 4 £ 2 4 . 9 9
Hom e Finance

Money Matters 4 L49.99__,
Utilities O p u s  5

£49.99

DiskMagic 92%
£34.95 C U
A m i g a
"Top 20 Games

Alien Breed 3D £ 2 4 . 9 9
Coala £ 2 9 . 9 9
Dawn Patrol £ 2 9 . 9 9
Dungeon Master II £ 2 9 . 9 9
Exile £ 2 4 . 9 9
Fears £ 2 4 . 9 9
FIFA Int. Soccer 4 2 4 . 9 9
Flight/Amaz. Queen 424.99
Leading Lap MPV £ 2 4 . 9 9
Lion King £ 2 4 . 9 9
Pinball Mania £ 2 4 . 9 9
Powerdrive £ 2 4 . 9 9
Premier Manager 3 L I  4 .9 9
Sens.World/Golf £ 2 4 . 9 9
Sens.World/Soccer 2E24.99
Sim City 2000
Super Skidmarks
Virtual Karting
Worms
Zeewolf

£24.99
LI 9.99
419.99
£24.99
t24.99
4Furniture

E Author i sed Reseiier
Sp e cial  I n t  ro rh i ctn r% o f fs,Computer Desk & Chair

O n l y  L  I  0 4 .9 9  C a ll  for Info.
Hoppe yo u r Co mp u te r, Prin te r & C0 4 IIMflh JC3 I o n n

co mp act are a, slide  k e y b o a r d  Me e r. the me  o f
co lo u r,  C h ar .
. 4 0 1  4 4  
t  
o p r s t
a b k  
P e
a t  
a
n
d  
b a
c k

Graphics
New!! Epson G
-
p s 0 0 0

* -EPSON
Scanner Control ler

g m  •
•  AnAgs  A l *  * * • - •
•  7A3LAWLI AFFI NI •
•  Cao km * A  W . . .  Art  Dept * * a

74 prt to i l" ,  wanner. 16 7

• ii,•  Fimol.,4 . . . . -  -

I l
t i
l l
o
o
m
.

I  I N  dpi ato m p pi nippmen
• •  be  PC fillife  •  Gam num...£437.99

A A *  ALL3•A LLA t o . * *
o t * * 3  * A t  i d d r * e
* * * A  persilei cabic

Ar t  Depar tm ent Pro

t89 99 L99 99

only £59.99
• T h e arn atin g  new raph ics table t 6:4,74

I. v o r k  F ru  Co mp act,
- raper. Rtookoires 1.04 W0N

.Power Scan v4. £ 8 9 . 9 9
25a "' te at on AGA Amp s. 64 vo i l a eon AGA
Power Scan Col. t  I 74.99

New!! T h e  Sth Dimension
17 Bit  Colle ction (Double )
17 Bit Continuation
17 Bit Phase 4
17 BitiLSD compendium Ion
 New!! 17 Bit L SD  compe ndium]
Newt! Amine t 0 or 9
Aminetcoilecoon(Ank•s14)
Newf!Amirset collection 2 (Arnittet 54)
Newt! Amos Users C D Ve r
Animations (Double)
Newt! Artwork
New!! Assassins 2 (Double )
BC! Net I n
Newt!C 64 Sensations
C AM  (Double )
C D PD  1,2.3 o r•
Demo CD 2

ti  7.49
£28.99
£14.49
£14.49
£16.99
L16.99
£14.49
(24.49
£24.49
‘16.99
(17.49

18.99
£17.49

£8.99
£16.49
£22.49

£8.99
£8.99

NewIlEric Schwartz CD ( 2 4 . 9 9
Newr!Encounters LIFO Phenomenon £14.99
Fracta l Universe  £ 1 7 . 4 9
Freshfish 10 L  I 7.49
Newf!Gkrbal Amiga  Experience  £ 1 7 . 9 9
GoldFish 1 1 2 4 . 4 9
GoldFish 2 0 4 . 4 9

Optonica Ltd.
'Appointed Distributor'
InfoNEXUS 2 £24.99
KM.  Experience £34.99
M.M. Experience Pro t229.95
INSIGHT Dinosaurs CD £17.99
INSIGHTTechnolo• C D  LI 7.99

'Graphics Software
D PaintV
Award winning Paint &
Anirnation package.

£59.95

Ar t  Depar tm ent Pro.
Image processing software

LI 29 .9 9

3  : '' Scala MM2I I
I' £ 1 3 9 . 9 9

•  MM300 £224.99
•  MM400 £274.99

Photogenics v1.2
24 b i t  g r a p h . .  marimp u latio n

Special offer
only!! £47.99

New!!
Cinema4D

t 169.99
Amiga Ray-Tracing software

Re q . 3 M b  o f  R A M .  an d
Kklostart 2 or hillie r. 1

41111

Delivery L I per title A m i g a C D  R O M ' sor £3.50 for 4+

Miscellaneous

P 1
o

£34.99
The popular BASIC

p ro g am e n i n "  d p re l o p m e n t
s o f t w a r t  p a c I . a r 1
-
1
,
•

available once a,

Distant Suns 5
Desktop Planetarium

Req. It ockstart 1.04 or above
1Mb of RAM and a Hard dro,

Vista Pro 3
Landscape Artistry software
Accurately recreate moo
explore real wor ld landscape,

rti rld  d e tai l
Also
M akepath 111.99
T e m
-
a t o
m ,  
1 1
1 .
9 9

Vista Pro 3 Lote124.93

£27.95

£27.95
Studio 2 £ 4 9 . 9 9
P ri n t  so f tware  fo r o p timise d  p e rfo rm an ce ,

includes Epson Stylus and C•11041 pr int drives,GP Fax £ 4 9 . 9 9
U m  yo u r A m i g a m n d e rn  a l  a  f ax  n ,wrb In o

Grafi x Sensations
NewffGrohers Encyclopedia  2
I llusions in 3 0
N e wn ig h t  ROM  3
Light Works
Magic Illusions
Newff Meeting Pearls 3
M ultiM e dia  ToolKit  2 (2 xCO's)
NewffNetworl< 2 C D
NewfINFA AG A Experience
NewflOcta rned 6 C D
New Price Prima CD Vol. I
N ywn ci•fi  Sensations
Space And Astronomy
Newf!Spercy Sensations
The Beauty of Chaos
Ten on Ten pack ( I Cle Crrs)
NewIfUPD Gold CD (4 x CD's)
New f!Wor l dO fP
i nups  2WPD Hottest 5
We ird  Science Fonts/Clipa rt
Weird Science Animation
New!! World  Info 95
Newt! KiPa int V3 2
New!! Zoom

LI 7.49
£25.99at.rt
L29.99
C29.99
£11.49
t8,51

C27.91
C11.49
C11.99
t14•95
£9.99

£17.99
£16.99
£17.49
£13.49
£37.99
£27.99
£14.99
(17.99
t11.99

£16.99
£34.99
£49.95
t18.99

FREE!! Pr im a Shar ewar e C D - R O M  w or th LI 0 wi th every or der  of
C D - R O M  softw ar e over  130• s e

Info.
The First Com puter  also
stock a wide range of PC,

Acor n and Atar i  Hardware,
Software and Peripherals

all a t  unbeatable prices. So call
for  all your  computing needs.
I
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Low rate finance ;available



All The
Latest Amiga

Software

Squirrel SCSI interface £59.95

lomega Zip Drive  inc. Squirrel e tc Ccall
A500 Internal Floppy Drive £35.95
A600 I  Al2 0 0  Internal Floppy Drive £30.95
2.5 I D E  Cable £8.95
Ram  Ca r ds
A500 with 0.5Mb £14.95
A500+ with I  Mb L19_95
MOO with I  Mb C24.95
A600 with 1Mb & clock £3195

Al200  unpopulated £59.95
Al2 0 0  with 2Mb LI29.95
Al2 0 0  with 4Mb £179.95
Al2 0 0  with 8Mb £299.95
V i de o
Pro Grab 24RT+ SVHS /125.95
PC MC IA Adaptor f o r Pro Grab £34.95
Rendale 8802 Genlock £164.95
Rendale 9402 SVHS £279.95
Vidi 24 RT £144.95
Vidi 24 Pro R I 1219.95
O t he r
Tabby Graphics Tablet £57.95

Utilities
S oftw a r e  De v e l opm e nt
Blitz Basic 2.1 £32.95
Dice C  Compiler v3.01 £98.95
DevPat 3 159.95
Garnesmith L89 95
Hisolt BASIC 2 £59.95
Hisoft Pascal £7995
Intim £28.95
Di sk Utl i k l es
AmiBack 12995
AmiFileSale User L28.95
ArniFileSafe Pro £68.95
CD Write L42.95

Directory Opus 5 £49.95

Disk Expander 12.9.95

Disk Magic £34.95
Gigarnem 14735
Infonexus 2(Infonexus * Datanexus)_ • £28.95
Video Backiup System Naomi £54.95

Video Back•up System Start 157.95
Com m uni c a t i ons
GP Fax 144.95
Termite C33.95
Miscel l aneous
Maxxon Magic £23.95
Studio 11 Print Manager 148.95

Productivity
w P  & DTP
Final Write r 4 N e w Ve rsion £79.95
Final Copy 2 £49.95
Mini Office £37.95
Wordworth 3.15E 147.95
Wordworth 3.1 £74.95
D a t a b a s e s

Digita Datastore 3 145.95
Digita Organiser v2 L39 95
Final Data 3 £39.95
GB Route Plus L31.95
Mailshot Plus (35.95
Music Libranan £22.95
Plants For All Seasons 1.22.95
Twist 2 L89.95
Fi nance
Cashbook Combo £59.99

Counung House (49.95

Day By Day 124.95

System 3 L39.95

System 3E £49.95

Digits Home Office £39.95
Money Matters 4 (34.99

Hardware
$ C  r Ive t
C .

When orde ring don't forge t t o  include  the  carriage charge !
Charges within the U K are £3.50 for first class post, which usually
arrives the next day. Orde rs over f  I 00 are sent registered post at
E4.50, N e xt  day courier service within the U K mainland & subject
to availability is £6.00. Hardware  is sent by Next Day Courier. Call
for prices overseas, islands Si Scottish Highlands.

Personal Finance Manager +    £ 1 9 . 9 5
S pr eadsheets
Final Ce lt  £ 9 4 . 9 5
DG Cale   £ 2 6 . 9 5
Turbotalc 2    £ 4 9 . 9 5

Music & Video
Music
Aura 12 bit Sampler   £ 7 9 . 9 5
Megalosound Sampler   £ 2 9 . 9 5
Technosound Turbo 2 Pro Sampler •  £26.95
Music X  2    £ 4 9 . 9 5
Pro Midi Interface   C 1 9 . 9 5
Little Gem M icro M ixer  £ 6 6 . 9 5
V i de o Ti t l i ng
Big Alternative Strolle r 2   C 4 9 . 9 5
Rendale 8802 Genlotk  £ 1 6 9 . 9 5
Rendale 9402 SVHS.   £ 2 8 5 . 9 5

Education
Languages
Beginners to GCSE

Micro French  1 2 2 . 9 5
Micro French CD   £ 2 7 . 9 5
Micro English   £ 2 2 . 9 5

Beginner to GCSE & Business
Micro Spanish   £ 2 2 . 9 5
Micro German  £ 2 2 . 9 5

Integrated Science
Micro Science   C 2 2 . 9 5
Maths
Primary Maths Course 3.12   £ 1 2 . 9 5
I I
-
Y
e
a
r
s  
t
o  
G
C
S
E

Micro Maths   £ 2 2 . 9 5
Micro Maths C D    £ 2 7 . 9 5

A Level
Mega Maths   £ 2 2 . 9 5

Books & Videos
Books
Al200  Insider Guide 0 2 . 9 5
Al 200 Ne xt Steps  £ 1 2 . 9 5
Amiga Basic -  A Dabhand Guide   £ 1 7 . 9 5
Amiga Disks & Drives Insider Guide £ 1 2 . 9 5
Assembler Insider Guide  £ 1 3 . 9 5
Amiga Total! Workbench N e w £ 1 9 . 9 5
Amiga Total! Dos N e w  £ 2 1 . 9 5
Amiga Total! Assembler N e w £ 2 1 . 9 5
Amiga Total! Beginners N e w   £ 1 9 . 9 5
Mastering Amiga Programming S e c r e t s   
L 1 9 _ 9 5Mastering Amiga Arestic   £ 1 7 . 9 5
Mastering Amiga Pnnters   £ 1 7 . 9 5
Mastering Amiga Dos 3.0 Reference £ 1 9 . 9 5
Mastering Amiga Dos 2  Vol2   £ 1 7 . 9 5
Mastering Amiga Dos Scripts  L 1 9 . 9 5
Secrets of Frontier Elite   L 8 , 9 5
Secrets of Sim City 2003  £ 9 . 9 5
UK Comms £ 1 9 . 9 5
Workbench 3  A
-
Z  
I n s i d e r  
G u i d
e    
£ 1
3 .
9 5

Book  & V i de o Packs
Al200  Beginner's Pack   £ 3 6 . 9 5
Workbench 3 Booster Pack   1 3 6 , 9 5
V i deos
Intro to the Al200 - Tutorial   £ 1 4 . 9 5
Intro to the Al200 - A Deeper Look £ 1 4 . 9 5

Graphics
3 D  &  Re nde r i ng
Cinema 4D New.   L 1 7 9 . 9 5
Essence wol I •  Forge   E 7 9 . 9 5
Essence vol 2  +  Forge   1 7 9 . 9 5
Imagine 3.0   L 9 9 . 9 5
Pixel 3D Pro 11   1 9 4 . 9 5
Real 3D w3   L 3 1 9 . 9 5
Terraform for Vista  £ 9 . 9 5
Vista Pro 3 .0    £ 2 7 . 9 5
Vista Lite  L 2 4 . 9 5
Pai nti ng
DPaint 5   £ 6 4 . 9 5

VISA

Personal Paint 6.3 L 3 9 . 9 5
Photogenics  £ 4 7 . 9 5
Pro Vector 3 Stylus Pro Pak C 1 7 4  95
I V Paint 3 .6   ( 3 2 9 . 9 5
I m age Pr ocessing
Art Department Professional v2.5   £139 . 00
Image FX 2   £ 1 8 9 . 9 5
Morph Plus   £ 8 9  95
C A D
X-CAD 2000  L 2 2 . 9 5
X-CAD 3000   £ 1 1 9 . 9 5
Per sonal  S ui te
Includes : Pers ona l  Paint

•Saase Personal
Personal Write

Personal Fonts Maker 2
PLUS D irD if f  •  2 7  H igh Qua lity Ka ra  C olour
Fonts •  Nearly a ll of Eric Schwartz's outstanding
animations •  Amiga Dos Manual •  Are xx Manual
• ' 'H o w T o " Amiga  Guide  •  P N G  Toolkit  -
Muses of pictures and anims •  20  classic books
(Dickens etc.) •  And soil loads more
All on one CD for just £49.95 !!!•

The Language Used To Write Worms
Blitz Basic is a next generation Basic with features borrowed from

C and others. Basic, the friendliest programming language of all time,
been given a new lease of life with more  power than

ever before. I t can be used to program any kind of soft-
ware from valuable applications to entertaining arcade games. The Blitz compiler
takes Basic code and creates very fast, compact. standalone programs. Blitz also
supports AG A screenmodes for super colour, super fast programs !

Quad & 2.4 Speed
Amiga CD Drives
High Spec SCSI CD Drives
At  I ncre dib le
Prices

Packaged
Complete
With
Squirrels

Beef Up Your
Sound

Our Qua d Speed exte rna l mult i
session SCSI drives come complete with audio in and
out ports, Squirrel SCSI Interface & software ,CD32 emulation. and 12
month warranty. 6001o's transfer rate. 190ms access tame.

Our speedy MPEG Compatible, Multisession 2  4 Speed drives come
complete with audio cables, SCSI Cables. Squirre l SCSI Interface &
Software. CD32 emulation, and a  12 month warranty. 230 ma access
time, data transfer rate of 360kis. What a great deal

The Ultimate In
Disk Backup For

Only 09.95

Call Us
Now On

0181-715 8861

;L.11-1/AT
The  Lfrifirnalp Mo cku p  UtrO fw

I
t

The
Gem M ic
,Mixer T h is 2  chariot.

stereo mixer features ind
dent Hi and La EQ,  panning. and volume

each channel. Little Gem greatly
enhances all your sound input

and output' samples. Mod files
even games -  it's ideal for

desktop video and music, and
it's a great price too

Quad Speec
t 255
0
.95

2.4 Speed
(164.95

Disk problems ? Hard drive looking doubtful
You need Ami-Boc

All pricing includes VAT  but not carriage. We  reserve the ri
change prices - you will be informed of any change when you
Faulty goods will be replaced or repaired if returned within 30
of purchase. W e  will refund if  we  can't repa ir goods. I t  is
responsibility of the customer to check for compatibility of a
ticular product with existing equipment before buying. Ea 0 E

You can pay by Credit Card (Visa, Mastercard. Access. Delta.
Switch and American Express) -  we  only bill your card •Absp_wie
it a u ch Ab v_ m it r,  not  before -  o r  by Che que  : Please make
cheques payable to Emerald Creative Technology

C  " I
F
:
2 m m  
1

01111P

Rapid House,  54 Wandi e Bank,  London 5W19 1 DW Fax : 0 1 8 1
-
7 1 5  8 8 7 7 ,  e M a l l  :  
E m e r a i d C r i l e W o r l d . c o m

Ami•Back is the solution of choi
all your data backup needs. Desi

be both powerful and flexible.
Back gives you complete control

the backup process. There is no
Amiga backup program that can

even close to offering the feature
of use, and reliability of Ami-Bac

yes, Arni-Back even supports
Unix and MSDOS partitions. and

and tape drives
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FEATURE

Over t h e  n ext  fo u r pages we 'l l  t a k e  you t h ro u g h  t h e  ma in
funct ions an d  k e y  featu res  o f  th is user- friendly visual
presentat ion  system.  T u rn  t o  th e  la t t e r p a rt  o f  th is
f ea t u re  f o r a  re f e ren ce  gu ide t o  th e  co n t ro l  panels. F o r
n o w  set  u p  acco rd in g  t o  t h e  instruct ions o n  p ag es  9  an d
12 an d  h ave  a  g o  a t  creat in g  s o me  o f  th ese s imple b u t
ef fect ive presentat ions.

eoStage P
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Title Event
Needles0Scan.iff

N o rma n ' s  N o o d les
Here's an example of a non-interactive r e m o v e  the control panel and see the page in
sequence that could be displayed in a promi- f u l l  and once more to bring it back again.
nent place and left to loop all day. just the A l o n g  the bottom of the panel you'll notice
job for food stalls at exhibitions, public gath- t e n  numbered buttons marked Storyboard,
erings and cafés. In this case it's advertising T e x t ,  Objects. Brushes, B u t
-
t e n s ,  A r r a n g e ,
a couple of special offers on noodles and piz- A cto rs,  Backdrops. Redraw and Preview.
zas. Let's take a look at how it was set up. T h e s e  are used to select different areas of thepage construction section. At the moment you

0  As this needed to loop round from start s h o u l d  be in the Text section, so the Text but-
to finish, the first thing to do was insert an t o n  should be ghosted out as you can't move
index marker as the first event. The index t h e  area you are already in.
acts as a key point to which you can move
with a Return event inserted later on in the
sequence. Move to the right side of the
screen and drag the index icon the yellow
letter u p  to the first position in the story-
board. You'll notice that each event box in
the story board has two smaller boxes in the
top left corner. These are used for controlling
the amount of time the page is visible, and
the type of wipe or fade transition. As the
index does nothing you can see, these boxes
will remain blank for this event.

° F o r  the next event we want to display
some text and logos over a backdrop picture.
Drag the Graphic Event icon fa small picture
of a sunset scene) from the right hand edge
onto the event slot to the right of the index
you previously inserted. Now click on the
blue square that's appeared. then select Pick
IFF File. You can now select an IFF picture to
load in as your backdrop. Choose anything
suitable that you may have on your hard
drive. A cameo of the backdrop will replace
the blue s q
u
a r e .

° T h e  next thing to do is add some of those
flashes. Click on the Objects button from the

N o w select AddText/Objects. This brings l i s t  along the bottom or press F3 to do the
you to the page construction section. which s a m e  thing leach of these ten sections can be
is made up of two displays. The main display a cce sse d  from the corresponding function
is the page that you're working on. Overlaid k e y s ) .  You'll see a sequence of small shapes
onto that is a control panel running along the a lo n g  the top of this control panel. These are
bottom. Click the right mouse button to v e r y  handy pre-set shapes that can be

I

Pr o a r
A llieteStage Pie is hill at handy tricks ter ciestime sinking
presentation lace these in S matter el minutes

0 1
:
1 
0

1

Tide vent
NoodlesOSCertift

0 1:10
Pizza
Pizzata.itt

°Typ e  some text and you should see it
appear at the top of the screen. If it's difficult
to read, try changing the main text colour by
clicking on the coloured box above the
Objects button. The available colours will be
limited to those in the palette of your backdrop
picture. See the final page of this feature for a
tip to get around this problem. To select anoth-
er font or change the size or style of the
current font, click the Edit Font button.
videostage automatically scans the Fonts draw-
er of your hard drive and adds them to its own
list. You'll see the name of the current font dis-
played next to the Text Font label. Click on this
and scroll through the list to choose another.
Use the extended menu selection to choose
the font size. or enter a new size in the box to
the right. Click on OK when you've got the one
you want. Now enter your text and position it
using the justification buttons. You can position
it anywhere on the screen using the Arrange
section but we'll come to that in a minute.

JIM

a ir

A The couthisation ol DIP•style CHIT•1 (VIII tests end sundered
graphics with flashy video elects is a Menet

dropped onto your page. coloured, scaled
and skewed to meet your demands.

For now try clicking on the third shape
from the left. Now move to any part of the
picture and drag out a rectangle with the
mouse. The flash will be drawn to fit the size
of the box you've just created. The box will
be visible at the moment and you can resize
it by dragging the handles around the edges
and move the whole thing by dragging the
handle in the middle. Colours and shadows
can be altered in the same way as text.

°Re tu rn  the the Text section (F2) and enter
some text that you want to overlay on the
flash logo.

°Fin a lly we get to arrange all the compo-
nents of the page, so select the Arrange con-
trol panel (F6). You are now free to drag all of
the text and shapes around the page until
you get it looking nice and neat. To move
more than one item at the same time you
need to multi-select the objects as you
would when using Workbench, so hold down
the Shift key and click on all the objects you
want to move, then drag them around with
the Shift key still held down.

°P re ss  Ft to Return to the storyboard. You
can now set up the next few pages in the
same way. by dragging either the Title or
Graphic Event icon onto the next available
storyboard slot. Both icons lead to the same
thing. but one asks you to define the back-
drop first while the other takes you straight
to the text editor section.

° In se rt  the Index Return icon at the end of
your sequence,

°S a ve  your sequence to your hard drive
and then click on Play to watch it through.

A knocking up a seeinece like this is child's plai thanks to the
abundance of automatic Wog:ling leatutes and pesh-hunen actin;
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Weather Report

with Tony H o r g a n
t r

A Should you ever get the urge to present the weather forecast. YideoStage Pro will
tolfil your requirements You can even use a tangy 30 animated Intro sequence!

Saturday

Summary: •
Snow in the
north. sunshine A A
and shol•ers in
the south.

A The weatbel ssonbo4s ate IFF brushes, timed into VidesStage
'actors' which gas Sly across the screen in a member DI ways.

1 ighest:
1'1!•mouth 19
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7A Combining the structered drawiag loots with the te ll entry

system can lead to seal results. hire these temperature readings.

Weekend Outlook

SOMAS S ID OS te P s  i o i  S c o t l a n d

awl the North of England turning
to rails later.
%bid in the South oith occasional
shooers but generally sunny.
there Mill be no vieather in Ireland
twill I  can find a suitable map to go
oi th I  his 01W. SUITS J O NI !

A This dimmed effect could he simulated by ayerlaying a S IM
tildspartnt bon over the backdrop.
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T h e  W e a th e r  F o recas t
VideoStage works well when com-
bined with other software you may
have on your Amiga. For example.
this weather report sequence
combines 3D ray-traced graphics
(created with Imagine) with hand
drawn symbols (made with DPaint)
and VideoStage's own titles and
wipe effects, resulting in a very
slick broadcast-quality presenta-
tion. You may not have much call
to present the weather forecast,
but the same procedures can be
applied to many different applica-
tions. The main point being
demonstrated here is VideoStage's
brush handling features. Here's
how it was put together.

°B e fo re  the main weather forecast there
needs to be an introduction screen. The main
image was rendered in Imagine, using the
'BRITISILE' object that was included with
February 1995's issue of CU Amiga Magazine.
The sea was a flat plane covered in a texture
called Ripples. You could go one stage further
than this and render an entire animation,
which of course would be even more impres-
sive and eye-catching.

Animations can be inserted by dragging a
Graphic Event icon onto the storyboard, then
selecting an 'anim' file instead of an IFF pic-
ture. You can then alter a few of the anima-
tion settings to suit the timing and speed that
you require, The title text was added over the
top of the backdrop using the normal text
tools, as described in the previous example.

CO Now we get to the meat of the sequence.
The first of the main map screens is a combi-
nation of three elements: a backdrop, some
text and some I F  brushes, The backdrop was
also rendered with Imagine but this time
stripped of any textures and complex lighting
effects for the sake of clarity, although the
slight 3D look was retained just to raise it from
the screen a little.

However, it's the brushes that are the main
feature as far as this tutorial is concerned. The
brushes are all the weather symbols that are
placed over the map. These were drawn with
Deluxe Paint, clipped and saved out as brush-
es and then loaded into VideoStage from the
Brushes section.

The best way to use brushes is to load
them all into the brush bank, accessed with
the F4 key. The brush bank is the row of
squares along the top of the brush control
panel, To load a new brush, click on an empty
slot in the bank, and select the brush from the
file requester. Continue this process until
you've loaded all the brushes you think you
will need. In order to reserve some colours for

I fi d d  N e w  B r u s h  I   U s e  B r u s h  P a l e t t  D e l e t e  B r u s h  I
3 / 1 1 a  j a m  c l a _ 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 = E L I  &Lig 6 ARR A1K E 7  ACTORS I   13 AC I  9 1 1 0

FEATURE

the brushes the map was rendered in 128
colours, then loaded into a 256 colour
screen in DPaint, which left another 128
colours free for painting the symbols,

° H o w  about some animation then?
OdeoStage is very good at introducing titles
and graphics onto the screen. For example,
this page could start with a blank map, and
the weather symbols could then float in from
the top right corner, pop up from the bot-
tom, rain down from the top or make any
one of a number of dynamic entrances.
Jump to the Actors section to have a go at
this by pressing F7.

°S e le ct  a number of symbols by clicking on
them. Now click on any of the motion icons
from the Actors control panel. Each icon rep-
resents a different type of entrance, indicated
by the arrow markings on each button. Click
on the Preview button or press F10 to see
how the chosen motion path will look.

O A  similar method was used to create the
second page displaying the maximum tem-
peratures. The circles were drawn from the
Objects section and the numbers were
placed using normal text techniques. In
contrast to the sweeping entrances of the
weather symbols in the previous page, these
temperature readings would look neat if they
all faded up from the blank map at the same
time. To achieve this you need to enter the
Arrange control panel (F6) and select all the
temperature logos. Now click on the Group
button to define them all as one group.
Move back to the Actors section and select
one of the wipes from the far right panel,
then Preview to check everything is OK

°Fin a lly  there's the outlook for the rest of
the rest of the weekend. To divert attention
from the backdrop picture to the main text
over the top, a different version of the map
image was used for this screen. The
backdrop was darkened using image
processing software.

DPaint is ideal tor creation customised brushes tor use as
moving sentes in your steseutations.
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04:00

Title Event

08:00

01:10
Title Event
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08.05
Title Event

Director
Producer

Stunts
Tea Lady
Key Grip

Soundtrack
1 ark Forces

Tony Horgan
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'panne Tool
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A Video titling is harsdled with ease The special 'credit centered' justification node is excellent. and smooth scrolling and lading is on problem,

V ideo  t it l ing
Video titling is the most obvious use for a
program such as VideoStage Pro, and in this
area it excels with some unique features not
offered by any othjar Amiga titling systems.
Whether you want to add rolling credits at the
start and end of your videos or you need to
overlay captions, the Text and Transition sec-
tions are the main ports of call,

Film credits
Classic style film credits are incredibly simple
to put together. The short example here dis-
plays a single screen of credits text which
scrolls onto the screen from below. It waits

M a k in g  B u tto n s
I nter acti ve pr esentat i ons
have m a ny  uses,  f r om  pur e
enter ta i nment  t o educat i on
and i nfor mat i on appl i ca-
tions. VideoStage Pro uses
but tons  t o a l l ow the user
to deci de w ha t  wi l l  ha ppe n
next.  But t ons  ar e ver y easy
to set  up a nd har dl y need
any expl anat i on,  but  her e's
a br i ef  i nt r oduct i on t o ge t
you star ted.

O T o  make a but t on,  fi r st
set up a si mpl e page  in the

The End
M o n d  on owiltiWo ammo& b e  wor t.
, mod at P a w "  C o m l  OftWildb.

C Atia lga ti lma  L td  tortO

there for a few seconds before being pushed
off the top of the display by the final screen
that also scrolls up from the bottom. After
another short wait for the viewer to read the
final page, it fades to black in super-smooth
fashion, especially on an AGA Amiga.

You'll notice that the first page of text is
split into two sections: job titles on the left
and names on the right, perfectly centred
with a different font for each side. This is
achieved with a special justification mode
called 'credit centred'.

The justification gadgets are found on the
Text control panel above the Objects and
Brushes buttons. 'Credit centred' justification

nor mal  way.  Thi s can
i ncl ude text ,  gr aphi cs
or  both.  Mov e  t o the
But tons contr ol  panel  a nd
select Ma k e  Hot  But ton.
Once you've  done  thi s,
dr ag out  a r ectangl e  on
the screen to lay down
the button.

O N e x t  you need t o add a
text  l abel  t o the  but t on.
Enter  the  tex t  i nto the  tex t
box on the  contr ol  panel ,
not  ont o the  but t on i tsel f.

F i n k *  H o t  B u t t o n '
C t o n e  D e t o t i e  I
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Object Styling Detai ls

Al ter nati vel y you coul d use
an I FF br ush t o l abel
the but t on

O T o  assi gn a br ush t o the
but ton,  cl i ck on the  Br ush
File but t on and sel ect  one
fr om your  har d dr i ve.

° B u t to n s  can be
ei ther  sol id,  t r anspar ent  or
51:P/a t r anspar ent .  You can
al ter  these set t i ngs by
cl i cki ng on the  Styl e
but ton,  w hi c h al so al l ows

Face:  I 5(1% Transparent I
Shadow: y: So( id

is selected with third gadget from the left.
Normal justification will align the text to
either side of the screen or centre it.
However, credit centred mode aligns the first
part of your text with the centre of the
screen. After you've pressed the Tab key it
switche t o  an alternative font and aligns the
following text to the centre mark. To define
the second font, click on the button marked
Left beneath the Edit Font button. It will
change to read Right and you can then set
the alternative font accordingly.

S mo o th  scro lling
Now that you've got your first page of cred-
its, you'll need to tell it to scroll up onto the
screen. Click on the small box to the left of
the credits page on the storyboard. This will
bring up the Transitions window, from which
you can choose all kinds of fancy wipes and
fades. In this case you want a smooth vertical
scroll from bottom to top, so click the icon at
the top left corner of the Scrolls section (it's
marked with two arrows pointing upwards).
The animated preview window below this
panel shows you what to expect with a little
explanatory text. To try it out quickly, click on
the Preview button, The speed of the transi-
tion can be altered by dragging the slider at
the top of the window, although the default
settings usually look best.

Once you've got the hang of it you can
add as many subsequent pages as you need,
adding logos in the form of IFF brushes to
round it all o f f

As an added extra and a nice finishing
touch you could even tailor off your
credits with a nice little animation, as is
currently popular with independent
production companies

you t o al ter  the  s ha dow
and outline parameters.

0 0 n c e  you've made the
but t on y ou need t o de fi ne
its func t i on.  Thi s  is a
si mpl e mat te r  of  cl i cki ng
on t he  but t on t ha t 's  i ni ti al -
ly mar ked ' No Dest i nat i on' ,
and changing i t so tha t
the button lumps to the
desired page.

You can ski p t hr ough t he
available pages with the
left and right arrows.

Outline Midth!.  I 1  ,r14.1-t
Shadow Depth:A 6 1 AU
Emboss Depth: 4
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Hints and tips
To get the most from VideoStage Pro its impor-
tant to understand how it handles your presen-
tations. When you've finished a presentation
and saved it out, you might notice that the
saved file is very small, even though you may
have used many high resolution images and
lots of fancy animated cuts and fades. This is
because only the script data is saved. In other
words, the graphics and sounds are not includ-
ed in the VideoStage file, and the fancy wipes
are generated in real time, rather than pre-ren-
dered and saved as animations. This means
that when you come to replay the presentation
at a later date it's essential that you have all the
graphics and sound files in exactly the same
place on your hard drive, otherwise VideoStage
will not  be able to find them.

Save on memory
On a different subject, you might have found
that sometimes when you add items to a back-
drop, the backdrop picture has eaten all of the
colours in your palette, leaving you with no
contrasting colours for your text, buttons and
objects. In this case, the best solution is to
prepare the page first without the backdrop and
then load it in once you've got the rest of the
elements in place.

Memory problems can occur on Amigas
with low RAM capacity. The simplest way to
avoid such errors is to use lower resolution
pictures with fewer colours. You may also be
told that you have run out of memory when
the program is half way through a wipe or
fade, even though your Workbench RAM
readout says you have plenty. Some

VideoStage Pro wipes require a large chunk of
continuous memory, so in these cases try
selecting an alternative wipe from a different
section (a fade instead of a scroll for example).

Unexpected events
Occasionally VideoStage does some strange
things. For example, sometimes during the
construction of a page you may find the con-
trol panel has shifted up the screen slightly
and you can't reach the bottom strip of but-
tons with the mouse. Fortunately in this case
you can use the function keys instead to move
to any of the other control panels.

You might have noticed the lack of a screen
cycle gadget on the VideoStage control panel.
However, the program multitasks with
Workbench and anything else you may have
running. You can flip between all the available
screens using the normal hot key combination
of Left Amiga and M.

On the subject of audio events, you may
well have trouble playing IFF samples without
them looping. VideoStage Pro likes to loop all
samples, which can be a problem if you only
need the sound to play once. Although this
doesn't seem to be the official solution (there
may be a far simpler way around it) you can
use the Timeline window to fix it. The sam-
ple's duration is displayed in the audio event
selector box. Make a note of this and adjust
the audio event bar in the Timeline so that it
extends an equal amount. VideoStage also
supports AudioMaster IV Sequence files.
These are similar to IFF samples, but they can
contain a sequence of loops within the main
sample, so a short loop can be looped at a
variety of points to create a larger and more

complex sound. Souncitracker and Pro Tracker
modules are also supported, although unfortu-
nately there's no direct OctaMED module
replay function.

Graduated backdrops can be created from
within VIdeoStage Pro, even if you're working
on a screen with a very low number of colours,
as you may be if speed or low memory con-
sumption was a priority. From the Backdrop
control panel select Algorithmic, then choose
which type of graduation you want (top to bot-
tom, side to side etc). You can also pick the
colours that you want the graduation to fade
from and to. If you are working on a low-colour
screen, such as an eight colour display, the pro-
gram will automatically generate the stippling or
dithering effect, which is normally good enough
if you have a high resolution screen.

Just like a DTP program, VideoStage can
import text files to save you the bother of typ-
ing out your titles from within the program. It's
often a lot easier to prepare and spell-check
your text in a word processor or text editor than
to enter everything straight onto the screen,
which can be rather slow if you are using large
fonts and lots of fancy style enhancements
such as shadows and anti-aliasing. Click on the
disk icon from the Text control panel to select
the text file you want to import. •
Tony Horgan

Next month
Well  dig a bit deeper into the more
advanced functions of VideoStage Pro
in next months  issue of CU Amiga
Magazine, but until then, keep explor-
ing and experimenting!

I L n e r a l  Operation
Now that you've had a go with most of th
main functions of VideoStage Pro, here's a
guided tour of the storyboard control panel.

CLOSE Gir, t  u se  this to
yid VidleaStage Pre.

PARE DITRAIInfi !email' el
libe the page will remain on

ecremiheforethememis
shown. Vihem this boa shows
I picture of a mese. the
page will wort for a mouse
dKk before proceeding.

WIPE: this shows a cameo
representation al the wipe Sr
lade. alnag with its &mune.

TIME LIM the whole
presentation can be viewed
h e  the time line display.
which helps synchronise
M od and graphic events

4
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0
4 2WWI S a  small selection at COMMON wipes cad lodes are

left out on the main screen for quick and easy access.
The toll rarige of wipes can be accessed by clocking on
the wipe icon of any page rule above left!

=El
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GALL/RI the gallery is used as a tempo•
nary swage space let spare pages. Many
pages can be held here at once and
selected using the op and down arrows

,Gallery2!LI

taaSaCasi:
keg pages
here Is
delete them

6fri PAL EVP.IIS these are
the basic event icons as
Mows running from too to
boiler, blank screen,
colour bar test page, tifi tt
event graphic m a t  audio
event. genteek event and
aaaat wale.

1RO1 EVENTS these page
woes are ned to define

1 loops mid retire pointswithin your presentatioes



THE AMAZING S U R F
SQUIRREL INTERFACE

The p o w e r f u l  S u r f  S q u i r r e l '
int erf ace i s  t h e  c u t t i n g  e d g e
technology for easy Al200 expansion.
Providing a high performance SCSI-2
interface, Surf  Squirrel permit s  easy
addit ion of up to 7 SCSI peripherals, such
as a hard disk, a Zi p "  drive or a CD-ROM
to y our Al200;  Squirrel is  also the only
SCSI expansion that is hot plug and unplug,
requires no  opening o f  y our  Amiga,  n o
technical knowledge and does not  invalidate
your warranty!

But that's not all, Surf Squirrel also has a fully  buffered, high speed
serial port  that is capable of  performing up to 600% faster than the
Al200s serial port, so Surf Squirrel gets the most out of your modem
and y our  Al200 to make h igh speed fi le download,  wi t h  mul t i -
tasking, a reality not a possibility.

The package comprises the Surf  Squirrel Interface, SCSI drivers,
CD32/CDTV emulator, serial drivers, and an extensive, fully illustrated,
user manual. Here are just a few of the reasons why the Surf Squirrel SCSI
Interface is ideal expansion peripheral for your Al21.0:

*  H ig h  performance SCSI 2 hardware
for easy expansion; supports up to
seven SCSI devices.

*  N o  technical knowledge required,
easy-to-use setup program included.

*  Compatible with any SCSI-I and
SCSI-2 peripherals.

•  Autabooting - boot from an external
hard disk-

*  H o t  plug and unplug n o  need to
power off to TCMOVC the interface.

*  A l l  software drivers required for the
connection of CD-ROMs or hard
drives included

plus P&P

Includes a full CD32/CDTV emulator
for use with a SCSI CD-ROM drive.
Fits externally - doesn't invalidate
your Al200 warranty.
High performance, fully buffered serial
pon to give reliable data transfer at up
to 230400 bps - dramatically reduoes
the time spent on the phone and your
phone bills.
Industry standard 9 pin serial socket
for easy modem connection.
Serial port is compatible with all
comms, networking, and serial
hardware.

CLASSIC S QU IR R E L
The original mould-breaking Squirrel SCSI interface is still available at
the magical price of C69.95. This interface is ideal for those who want
to expand their Amiga fully but do not intend to surf the net. You
should also note that we have a wide range of SCSI and IDE hard
drives for your Al200.

S C S I  Z I P  D R IV E S

Amiga Zip Tools
exclusively from HiSoft

Zip drives from HiSoft include everything
you need to get going on a SCSI-aware
Amiga: the Zip 100 drive, a 100Mb cartridge,
all necessary leads and a complete set of
software, programmed by HiSoft, including:

• Easy auras drivers •  Tempritaty untiri(ect
• Rum:cord meal •  Caritidge auttaikation

E r a  0le
Nowramin

Since being introduced, the Zip' '
Drive has caused a storm in the
storage industry, offering an
unrivalled level of price,
performance and reliability_ This
newest, most portable exchangeable
hard disk drive weighs in at just Ilb,
has fast transfer and access times
(up to 1Mbis transfer, 28ms seek),
easily his in your hand, your bag or
your briefcase, stores up to 100Mb
on floppy-sized disks, is perfect for
all types of application and is priced
at a level that will make you want
to unzip your wallet immediately'

Price iiic 100Mix cartridge, extra
1110M1, cartridges f.15.95 or less!
Order your Zip drive now to

avoid disappoirdmentl

THE SQUIRREL S U R F  PACKS

E M AI L  •  N E W S  •  W E B  •  F T P
G O P H E R  •  T C P / I P  •  U S E N E T

Start sorting with one of HiSoli System s Surf Packs. Designed for both
the beginner and expert alike, the Squirrel Surf packs include all
software, hardware and documentation to get you quickly, and easily,
onto the information super highway.

Surfing Starter Pack

*  V32 Modem, capable of
speeds up to 14,400 bps_

*  S u r f
-
S q u i r r
e l  
i n t e
r f a c
e .

*  Termite communications
software - powerful yet
easy-to-use, perfect for
1313S and CIX access.

*  Free CIX registration
(worth f-29),

*  Simple installation.

How much faster is the Surf Squirrel?

4-10-
Surfing
Super Pack

1
2
9
9

PhJi PaP

Surfing Super Pack_

*  V 3 4  Modem, capablespceds up to 28.800 bps.
*  S u r f  Squirrel interface.
*  Termite software.
*  Free CIX registration

(worth E29).
*  A l l  the tools you need for

internet cruising, ready-
to-go, no set-up.

*  S imple  installation, 4 0
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S U P E R D O U B L E  C D  P A C K

The superb SuperDouble CD-ROM is back! Using an excellent L i speed
drive from Sony, this CD-ROM provides Outstanding performance at an
amazing price. With a 3b0Ktv's data transfer rate and a 230ms access time,
the SoperDouble CD-ROM pros-ides all the speed for the power user

The SuperDouble is fully compatible with the new Squirrel MPEG card,
supporting the industry standard VideoCD (White Book) format,

The SuperDouble CD-ROM pack includes the award-winning AGA
Experience CD-ROM rated 93% in issue 79 of Amiga Format_ This CD-
ROM is crammed full of pictures, utilities, demos, animations and tools for
AGA Amigas. The SuperDouble pack also includes the latest Aminet CD-
ROM. This disk is brimming with the latest PD, shareware, u t i l i t ie s ,
-
d e mo s
and picture files from the ,Aminet archives on the Internet.

Alull classic Squirrel is also itscluded in the pack This allows easy connection
of any SCSI peripheral to the Al200. The package has all the necessary
drivers and software for easy connection of hard drives, CD-ROMs and
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A Touch More
Amiga Magic

SQUIRREL H A R D  D IS K S

Jaz is a revolutionary 1Gb
removable hard disk system
for any Amiga with SCSI.
Like a Zip drive on steroids.
Jaz provides astonishing
performance. Offering data
transfer rates of up to 6MBA
and access times of under
12ms.

For lull information on this
amazing SCSI peripheral
contact HiSoft Systems.

• 1  Gb Carts
• 6MB/ s ec
• 1 2 m s  access

S C S I  H A R D  D IS K S
If you want a SCSI hard
d ive then HiSoft has the
one to suit your needs;
whether you are looking
for an internal dnve for
your tower, or an external
IGb beast-of-a-drive.

420Mb i n t e r n a l  £159
420Mb ex t erna l  £219
840Mb i n t e r n a l  £219
840Mb ex t erna l  £279
1Gb i n t e r n a l  £269
1Gto e x t e r n a l  £329

ternal devices are suitable for mounting in the A1500, A2000, A3000 and A4000 and
come with the neces6ary leads & screws whilst the external drives are supplied in our
professional Squirrel cases which includes integral PSU, ID selector and SCSI connectors.

t SCSI  connections leads of you your choice are available (at a small extra cost).

Cinema4DTM
Professional Ray-Tracing and

Animation for your Amiga \
Cinema4D is the easy-to-
use ray-tracing and animation
system for your Amiga.
Equipped with an intuit ion-
based multi-tasking editor,
Cinema4D is replete with every
conceivable option including
window-based real-time
interactive modelling, direct
modelling in 3D, basic and
complex primitives with infinite
variations, easy object
manipulation, floating toolbars,
user-defined menus, object and
texture lists, definable object
hierarchies, optimised versions
for 68020 (Al200 etc.) & FPUs,
and much more!

The Cinema4D animator brings
you even closer to the world of
"virtual reality", breathing life
into objects and scenes.
Whether you have your
spaceship dock with a
spacestation, or take a tour
around the darkest dungeon -
with Cinema4D it's so simple.
Just a few mouse clicks and you

?ZIA E l

t it

wil l have your objects
move realistically through
time and space.
Cinerria•ID also includes
MagicLink, the flexible
object converter.
MagicLink converts all
popular object formats
(Imagine, Sculpt, DXF,
Reflections, etc.) to
Cinema4D format gr back

Order Hotline *
0500 223660

To order any of the products shown on this page
(or any other HiSoft t it le) - just call us, free of
charge, on 0500 223660, armed with your credit
or debit card; we will normally despatch within
4 work ing days ((4 P&P) or, for only E6 within
the UK, by guaranteed next day delivery  (for
goods in stock). Alternatively, you can send us a
cheque or postal orders, made out to HiSoft. All
prices include VAT. Export orders: please call or
fax t o  c onfi rm pric ing  and pos tage costs.
Cl 1955 HiSoft. E&OE.

prices include UK
VAT 1 7 . 5 %

S Q U I R R E L  M P E G

Squir r i l
IMPEG

1 he 1,4.1St MPI I  11.1,-er Ikvr you' M . - b r i n h . h  I BM -PC

Bring the cinema into your home and onto your computer with
Squirrel MPEG P la y in g  the popular VideoCD and CD! CD-ROM-.
as well as raw MPEG streams, Squirrel MPEG brings high quality
digitally mastered images and 16-bit stereo sound to you and your
Amiga.
Squirrel MPEC is a SCSI peripheral that can be used in conjunction
with any SCSI controller, such as the Classic Squirrel' or Surf
Squirre l,  and any VideoCD compatible CD-ROM. Squirrel MPEG
can also be used as a stand-alone unit, with a SCSI CD-ROM, as an
addition to your TV, Video and Hi-Fi setup.
Available from March 1996, Squirrel MPEG is the latest in an
established line of ground-breaking products, for you and your
Amiga, from IliSoft Systems.

S Y S T E M S
The Old School, Greenfield

Bedford MK45 5DE U K
Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716

email: hisofl@cix.compulink.co.uk

DiskMAGIC
Easy File & Disk Management

Constantly doing battle with the
Shell/CLI? Stop this futile struggle
with DiskMAG1C, the easy-to-use file
and disk management
utility from HiSoft.
DiskMACIC simplifies every
task you perform, from the
copying of disks and files,
to the viewing of pictures
and anims. In fact, after
using DiskMAGIC, you'll
wonder how you ever used
your Amiga without it.

Zip is a tradentark
of lantega Inc

HiSete



W i t h  b ig  n a m e  s o f t w a re  c o mp a n i e s  d is a p p e a rin g  f r o m  t h e  A mi g a
ma rk e t  a t  a n  a l a rmi n g  ra t e ,  t h i n g s  sh o u ld  l o o k  b l e a k  b u t  t h e y ' re
b e t t e r  t h a n  y o u  mi g h t  t h i n k

0  ou may think you've

seen it all before: the
destruction of a com-
puter brand by starving

it of its lifeblood, software. But
this time it's different, The Amiga
has the largest installed user
base of any home computer and.
despite all the turmoil surround-
ing the Commodore collapse and

Effi gy S o f t wa r e
Ian Jenki ns f r om Effi gy
Softwar e sur pr i sed us by
sendi ng a 21st  Centur y  beat-
ing pi nbal l  game in for
review befor e Chr i stmas.
Pi nbal l  Pr el ude was  the fir st
pr oduct  f r om thi s
Lincolnshi re based company
and t hough del ayed,  i t goes
into di str i buti on nat i onwi de
on Febr uar y 28th,  thr ough
di str i buti on special ists

A Pinball Prelode. Effigy's Cbristinas present tor the
Amiga Tkey intend to commove smitten in 199E

the subsequent takeover by
Escom, the machine still sells
and Amiga Technologies are in
the process of developing a
whole new generation of Amiga&

More importantly though, the
Amiga has not been outdated
yet. Workbench is still the best
operating system around (if
you've tried multi tasking with a

Pinnacle.  Wha t  is his out l ook
for  games this year? "We
made a pr omi se l ast year  to
cont i nue suppor t i ng the
Ami ga t hr oughout  1996,  and
I i ntend t o keep this pr omi se

we now  have a non- AG A
version of  Pi nbal l  pr el ude
and the fi r st data  disk,  Egypt
Table,  is al r eady fi ni shed and
we'r e wor k i ng on mor e. "

What  a bout  other  pr od-
ucts? "I  l ike t o thi nk that
Effigy is char acter i sed by
br i ngi ng out  unusual  or
i nter esti ng pr oducts.  You've
seen Pi nbal l  Pr el ude? Wel l ,
we  feel  tha t  ther e is a ten-
dency to br i ng out  bor i ng
games,  j ust var i ati ons on the
same ol d theme.  We don' t
i ntend t o fal l  i nto thi s trap.
We have t w o other  pr oducts
l ined up for  the fi r st hal f of
the year.  One is on the  tech-
nical  side,  a musi c sof twar e
package cal led S ound
Mul t i pl exer  and the other  is
a game whi ch wi l l  be car -
toon style but  wi th a di ffer -
ence: i t'l l  have bot h 2 D and
3 D modes".

That  sounds ver y unusual ,
w ha t  style of  game is i t
goi ng to be? "Wel l  I 'm not
l etti ng any secr ets out  at
this stage",  r epl i ed I an,  "but
the 2 0  m ode  wi l l  be
Di sneyesque and the 3 D

Mac or even using Windows '95
you'll know what I mean) and
with upgrade processor boards it
can still cut the mustard in terms
of speed. So top quality, fast
software can be produced for it,
arid it can sell.

All you have to do is look at
the current crop of top games,
Breathless (reviewed last month),

A Ales damsel pragta•nant et nrente Racing:
cotillion to seaport lbe Amiga d possible

mode Doom e s que  i n  a
car toon sor t of  way".  Wha t
about  l ater  on in the  year?
"We've got  mor e pr oducts
pl anned for  closer  to
Chr istmas,  i ncl udi ng a puz z l e
game,  but  l e t  you in on
these w he n the  t i me comes. "

S i l i tu n n a
S o f t w a r e
Si l tunna Sof twar e  haven' t
been ar ound for  very l ong.
Six months  t o be precise,

XTreme Pacing (reviewed on
page 42) and Alien Breed 3D IL
.The Killing Grounds (previewed
on page 38), or serious packag
like LightWaye, Imagine,
Wordworth, Final Writer arid Fi
Calc to see what the potential
But even titles like this are not
selling what they should do, and
in certain cases not selling

A Rickard Milian takes a rest Item dressing El
int lie R a c u i g  data disk.

and they 've  pr oduced a
game al ready.  Some have
said i t was hur r i ed,  but
XTr eme Raci ng is one of  the
most competi t i ve mul t i -pl ar
er games on the Ami ga,  a
sor t of  fi r st per son per spec-
tive Ski dmar ks cr ossed wi th
Aci d's other  top r aci ng
game,  Roadki l l .  I t 's reviewed
on page 42.  As  br and new,
never  hear d of  befor e devel -
opers we asked them about
thei r  futur e pr oj ects and tho
state of  the mar ket.

"XTr eme was  somethi ng
I 've w a nt e d to do for  a long
ti me, " says Al ex Amsel ,  the
pr ogr ammi ng hal f  of  the
team.  "The  oppor tuni ty  to
actual l y real ise the  game
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3rd drives and CD-ROM drives
and you have to remember that
the Amiga was originally sold to
us as a pretty much all encom-
passing machine.

Unlike PCs which have to have
add-on graphics boards, sound
boards and the like, the Amiga
always came with good visuals
and sound as standard. And the
limitations of the trapdoor, the
internal space of the wedge
Amigas and the single PCMCIA
slot have not altogether discour-
aged expansion (need is the
mother of invention and there is,
as you well know, a bewildering

came w he n I  got  in t ouc h
wi th Ri char d t hr ough your
Ar t  Gal lery secti on,  t ha t 's
somethi ng y ou m i ght  l ike t o
brag a bout  t o your  r eader s".
We woul d never  do some-
thi ng l i ke tha t  now,  w oul d
we? "The  bl i t ter  m ode  came
about  because w e  had t o do
the game for  standar d
Al 2 0 0 s ,  and yes,  the  di sk
swoppi ng r out i ne is a dr ag.
but i t has t o be t ha t  way.
Ideal ly ever ybody w oul d
have har d dr i ves and
accelerators a nd tha t 's  w ha t
we w r ot e  i t  for  real ly.
though i t 's  sti l l  good on
standar d machi nes".

What  about  futur e  devel -
opment? I t  all depends  on
how wel l  XTr eme sells. To be
honest we'r e  not  expecti ng
masses of  sales,  but  i f i t jus-
tifies us stayi ng at  w ha t
we're doi ng then we 've  got
other  pr oj ects in the
pipel ine." Such as? "Wel l  a t
the m om e nt  we'r e  wor k i ng
on ne w  tr acks and a ful l
track edi tor  for  owner s of
XTreme.  I t'l l  be  avai l able by
Ma r c h"  . . .  "and i t 's goi ng to
feature tr acksi de Elvises and
perhaps even a ful l  Elvis sce-
nar io" i nter j ects Ri char d
Whittal l ,  the  game's  gr aphi cs
man. Elvis? "Yes",  cont i nues
Alex, "w e  w a nt  to i nj ect a

plethora of options for broaden-
ing your Amiga's horizons) but
limited its scope somewhat.

Also, the price of the machine
has been a stumbling block. At
£200 a PC expansion is only a
small fraction of the cost of a
new machine and thus is seen as
a comparatively small investment
to improve a much bigger one.
But £200 is over half the cost of
a brand new Amiga, and if you've
bought on a budget, then this
sort of money seems ridiculous.
The often ignored fact is that you
can spend E1000 on buying and
expanding an Al200 but you'll
never get anywhere near that
sort of money back if you have to
sell it. No matter what's in it, it's
still viewed as a cheap machine,
unless you sell to a real enthusi-
ast - and thankfully there are still
some of them about.

But if you intend sticking with
Amiga (which we heartily recom-
mend) the only path is through
upgrades. The PC market is

sense of  humour  i nto the
new tr acks to make them
somethi ng wor thwhi l e  get -
ting.  We  don' t  j ust w a nt  to
do 'another  12 tr acks',  w e
w a nt  them to be special ".
"Woul d you l i ke some cof -
fee",  i nter j ects Ri char d.
Yes please.

But mor e of  the futur e!
"I nevi tabl y we'r e l ooki ng at
a P C conver si on of  )(Treme
and possi bl y another  PC onl y
pr oduct,  but  as I  said,  i f
XTr eme sel ls wel l  we'l l  do
another  Ami ga game.  We 'd
also l ike to extend our  hel p
to other  devel oper s w ho
w a nt  to get  wor k  publ i shed.
We have close l inks wi th
Mar k Sibly [of  Black magi c]
and ar e keen t o encour age
peopl e in the  same way  he
has encour aged us.  Games
like Br eed 313, G l oom  and
XTr eme have s how n that  the
Ami ga is sti l l  good for
games,  a nd i t 's a gr eat  way
for  peopl e  to star t  out .
Sure,  ther e 's  not  gi gant i c
amounts  of  m one y  i nvol ved
in Am i ga  games  any mor e,
but  i f you do one  or  t w o
good games on Ami ga  i t sets
you up t o pr ogr am on other
pl atfor ms.  I f  anyone does
use us as publ i sher s we
i ntend t o become i nvol ved
in the  pl anni ng and

software led. People have to
upgrade just to run better soft-
ware. but for most it's worth
doing so_ Technology stands still
for no-one and although many
see this cycle of development -
powerful software needing ever
more powerful computers - as
some sort of conspiracy to make
people part with cash, that's just
life, marketing, the real world.

We all live, directly or indirect.
ly by trade, by selling products
It's what makes the world go
'round. And we also always strive
to do better. This is what
sof tware developers aim for.

C o m p e t i t i o n
There is a lot of competition in
the software market, stand still
and you'll fold. Moreover, new
projects are exciting and all soft-
ware developers love to see just
how far they can take something.
How close to the perfect game
or application can one get?

This is why games like

devel opment  of  the game to
help thi ngs al ong. "

Kellion
Pr oducer s of  Leadi ng Lap,
Kel l ion ar e cur r entl y in a bi t
of a state since,  j ust befor e
we i nter vi ewed them,  they
announced that  the game
mi ght not  be released.
"Whi ch is a pi ty",  says Tony
Di l lon,  "because i t 's a da m n
good game and we  had other
ti tles in the  pi pel i ne".  "The
cur r ent si tuati on wi th Ami ga
Technol ogi es doesn't  hel p
either,  but  I sti l l  thi nk the
out l ook for  Ami ga sof twar e
isn't as bad as i t seems.  The
bi ggest pr obl em is di str i bu-
tion,  whi ch is, I  suppose,  a
pr oduct  of  poor  sales in the
past but  ther e are a l ot  less
games out  ther e now  and
the user  base is sti l l  big,  so
I 'm surpr ised i t doesn't  sell
fair ly wel l  sti l l . "

What  are sales l ike on
Ami ga at  the
moment? "Wel l
they used to sell
50 , 000 copi es of
some games,  but  a
good game now
sells under  10, 000,
some as l i ttl e as
1000. " Wha t  about
Wor ms though,  i t 's
been a best  sel ler?

FEATURE

A Ike wate-lealung 2 I s t  Century's ilia to
reclaim tie  Pinball high-prouad from Effigy. Slooeiti be
previewable ant manta, and ma cmift wait

"Ah",  says Patr ick Kelly, co-
pr oducer  and par tner  in
Kellion, "that 's  bei ng distr ib-
uted by Ocean.  I f you've still
got  a major  publ isher  like that,
or i ndeed Warner,  who are
behind Sensible Soccer  you've
got the muscle to market the
game heavi ly and sell tr uck
loads." So money fol lows
money,  so to speak? "Yes,
and we haven't  got  any at the
moment,  that 's why  we'r e so
concer ned about  Leadi ng Lap
not bei ng released".

What  other  pr oj ects have
you got  in the  pi pel i ne then?
"Wel l ,  we 'r e  not  at l i ber ty to
say w ha t  exactl y but  we'r e
still usi ng the  Am i ga  bi g
ti me as you can see,  and i t
means a l ot  to me per sonal l y
that  we  do games for  i t.  At
the m om e nt  we 've  several
mul ti medi a pr oj ects goi ng,
some of  them on Ami ga,  so
you'l l  have t o wai t  and see
what  happens. "

A Ibis looks like leading tap SON morale/sod became si poor retail
orders. despite gond ressews in the pens.

411-



XTreme, Breathless and The
Killing Grounds are so demand-
ing. They all need a minimum of
an 030 40MHz accelerator to run
as the authors intended, because
the authors are surrounded by
Playstation, PC and Saturn and
are trying to make the Amiga, a
machine they love, compete with
these formats. Make an Amiga
game that's better than games
on these formats. A year ago
no-one said a Doom style game

A %limn Blown: Ilia Amiga is still capable ol
producing , e a t  peal AB30 II will slim 'am.

No sof twar e woul d ever  get
to the  shops w i t hout  a di s-
tr i butor  of  some sor t.  And
wi th the  larger  compani es no
l onger  i nter ested in deal i ng
wi th Ami ga  pr oducts,  r oom
has opened up for  a ne w
gener ati on of  publ i sher s and
di str i butor s to step in.

e tilidhallLeisure
Gui l dhal l  Lei sur e has been
ar ound i n some f or m  or
other  for  13  year s now.
Or iginal ly k now n as CDS
( w hom  some of  you may
be fami l i ar  wi th)  i t  c ha nge d
its na m e  t o Gui l dhal l  t w o
years a go and has now  got
some pr e t ty  t op ti tl es under
its bel t .  Gi l es Hunter ,  i ts
founder ,  has thr ee thi ngs
whi ch dr i ve hi m on and
keep hi m suppor t i ng t he
Ami ga:  A)  Ma k i ng money,
B) The  e nj oy m e nt  of  fi ndi ng
ne w  tal ent,  C)  Ma k i ng
the pr oducts  of  thi s
tal ent  successful .

They 've  been i nvol ved
wi th Am i ga  si nce i t  was

could be done on Amiga, now
there have been several. Titles
like XTreme Racing and Binary
Asylums Zeewoll are produced
by Amiga only developers and
are competitive, but only on
fast Amides.

T h e  p i r a c y
p r o b l e m
But maybe there just aren't
enough fast Amigas Out there
because Amiga only developers
like the above are not getting a
fair return for their time and
money. Alternatively piracy could
be to blame. According to Team
17. AB3D was on the net before
it was ever released in the shops.
Now that is disgusting.

One developer described the
sort of Catch 22 situation he felt
caught in when releasing a high-
spec game: "The problem is that
some of the people who have
gone to the trouble of upgrading
their Amiga are hackers. They
expand them because they are
real computer freaks and want
the power, but they also pirate
the software written for expand-
ed Amigas and distribute it via
the 'net. We are very aware that
there is likely to be three or four
times as many copies of the

fir st l aunched a nd i ntend t o
keep goi ng for  as l ong as is
viably possi bl e.  We  asked
PR Ma na ge r  Maur een Fr aser
w ha t  has been thei r  most
successful  t i t l e: "S upe r
Skidmarks t h i s  was
l aunched i n De c e m be r  1 9 9 3
on beha l f  of  an unk now n
company.  I t 's  onl y  cl ai m t o
fame then was  a ti tl e w hi c h
tur ned out  to be  a best
sel l ing pr ogr ammi ng l an-
guage:  Bl i tz  Basi c.  I t  was
Ski dmar ks t ha t  l aunched
Aci d Sof twar e  but  al so gave
Gui l dhal l  Lei sur e the  r eputa -
t i on for  handl i ng qual i ty
pr oducts  and,  mor e  i mpor -
tantl y,  achi evi ng success
wi th t he m . "

How  do y ou sour ce pr od-
uct? "Because  of  the  suc-
cess w e  have  had w i th
Super Skidmarks, Gloom,
Graham Gooch Cricket,
Colossus Chess X  and
ATreme Racing and because
we've  w or k e d har d t o bui l d
w ha t  w e  bel i eve is a good
r eputat i on,  w e  ar e cur r ent l y
fi ndi ng t ha t  pr oduc t  is be i ng

game out there as we
have sold because
there have been a hell
of a lot more RAM
boards and accelerators
sold. This is not so bad
if you're selling
100, 000 units of a
game. But if you're only
selling a couple of thou-
sand, which does not
pay several people's
wages once retailers'
and publishers' cuts.
advertising and packag-
ing have all been deducted,
there's just no way you can justi-
fy continuing to develop."

Basically, though it rarely gets
the coverage it used to, piracy is
still a big, big problem on the
Amiga. Publishers and develop-
ers always said it would destroy
the market but thankfully, so far,
it hasn't been the reason for the
decline. But take it from us. from
now on if someone offers you a
pirate copy of a recent game or
technical package and you
accept. you're putting one more
nail in the Amiga's coffin.

D i s t r i b u t i o n  •
Another major problem is dis t rib-
ution. How many of you have

of fer ed t o us r ather  than
havi ng t o sour ce i t . " So
w ha t  makes a pr oduc t  suc-
cessful  then,  a nd how  do
you go a bout  tel l i ng peopl e
w ho send you r eal  dogs  t ha t
you'r e not  i nter ested?
"Pr imar i ly,  a  good pr oduc t
makes good di str i but i on.  We
are ver y car eful  a bout
tel l i ng peopl e  t ha t  they  have
sent us a 'r eal  dog'  because,
as w e  have  seen so m a ny
ti mes in t he  past ,  bl ock-
buster s have  come f r om
unk now n and obscur e  pe o-
ple.  We  ar e sel ecti ve,  but
don' t  w a nt  t o be i gnor ant
and w e  cer tai nl y a r en' t
clever. Unfor tunate l y ,  t o
achi eve any  level  of
wi despr ead di str i but i on w i th
an Am i ga  pr oduct ,  w e  have
to be c onfi de nt  i t wi l l
achi eve 8 5 %  pl us i n al l
magaz i ne r at i ngs. "

How  do y ou handl e  di str i -
but i on? "We  have  t w o peo-
ple l i aising w i t h as m a ny  UK
and Eur opean di str i butor s
and retai l ers as they  can,
Hugo Hunt e r  and his sales

A The piracy pionleni has not gone away: AB30 was allegedly Go a
bulletin hoard beton it was released. This will destroy the market

gone into your local software
emporium and struggled to find
the Amiga section, never mind
the game you want?

Once again the Amiga is
falling victim to its own good
value, A brand new Amiga game
averages between E25-E30, an
application between E40-fl 00,
which is great for us, the con-
sumers. But wholesalers, shops
and the salespeople who earn
commission from wholesalers ofl
the products they sell to shops
are not so understanding. With
PC games averaging E45-E50 per
title and applications well over
f  100. profit margins at each
point on the chain are higher,
That's not to mention the sort of

assistant.  A t  l ast c ount  we
suppl i ed i nto 15  countr i es
i ncl udi ng Austr al i a,
Amer i ca,  Ger many  and
Pol and. " And w ha t  goodi es
do y ou have  for  us i n 1 9 9 6

S M I r

_ ALLAIL1 1 1 4  _ 3 1 1 a M i a   1 1 1
,  k a • 1 S K P M I L O L .d

I ts  g n a t  USW

=C11
A NY promarnmed in Blip Basic, Ail software a
Skidroarks launched their programming language
onto the intimationi games scene Beth ham bete
SUCCESS stories lot Guildhall. Above fears.



ID 1115 allegedly no a
I drum be wade,

ii softw ar e
ggled to find
never mind
t?
Amiga is
own good
Amiga game

E25-E30, an
n €40-C100.
is, the con-
salers, shops
e who earn
vholesalers on
;ell to shops
)nding. With
ig f45-E50 per
is well over
s at each
are higher.
on the sort of

t c ount  w e
countr i es

ilia,
ny and
-
s
a
t  
g
o
o
d
i
e
s

us i n 1996?

asic, Acid soltwares
prommlog langoage
scene Both hake beti
Atmore le a n.

ces console games sell at.
Thus developers like Kellion

with finished games like Leading
ri (see previous page) cannot
: it distributed. Sure. someone
II take it on, as Black Legend
ci, but even they could not get

enough advance orders for the
game to justify Kellion going
ahead with the expense of actu-
ally producing the packaging,
manuals etc and duplicating
the game.

Increasedd e ma n d
But things are looking better.
During Christmas 1995 shops
simply didn't stock enough Amiga
products, they were so busy
Packing their shelves with other
kit. But there is still big demand
for Amiga products, as demon-
strated by very good sales for
Sensi World, Worms and Alien
Breed 3D and now that the new
year has dawned and the frenzy
of the Playstation launch has
become a distant memory, it's
business as usual. The shops are
accepting more Amiga product
again, especially the big HMV and
Virgin chains so make sure you
buy some, or it could all go pear
shaped again! •

For Am i ga  ther e  ar e appr ox-
imately six ne w  releases
pl anned but  as w e  are i n the
process of  final i si ng con-
tracts,  ti tl es and t i metabl es
you wi l l  j ust have to wai t ! "

O T M
We asked the  publ i sher s of
I nt0S,  BTCC a nd Vi r tual
Kar t i ng j ust  w ha t  'O TM'
stood for  but  bot h Mar t i n

and S teven decl i ned t o l et
us i nto the  secr et.  "Fi gur e  i t
out  for  your sel f",  they  said.
They 've  had a good r un
sel l ing the  above  pr oducts,
thanks  t o good publ i ci ty  a nd
a s t r ong sponsor shi p deal ,
but  w e  ha v e n' t  been t ha t
i mpr essed w i th thei r  games
so far .  "Tha t ' s  j ust  your
opi ni on,  other  magaz i nes
have gi ven us good mar ks,

•

A SIN POSitne abut the short term toture with games like Watchtower and Atrophy, hat wearied about
NM I has mood the the corner d dmiga Technologies don't sell more Amigos,

but  I 'm sur e you'l l  l i ke our
next coupl e  of  ti tl es".

OTM's  di str i but i on sched-
ule i ncl udes Wa t c ht ow e r
(pr evi ewed on page  38)  a nd
At r ophe ,  a  hor i z ontal l y
scrol l ing s hoot  'em up in the
classic mol d.  Al t hough the
l ines be t w e e n publ i shi ng
and di str i buti ng seem t o bl ur
wi th bot h O TM and Gui l dhal l
(both can handl e most  of  the
funct i ons of  both publ i sher
and di str i butor ,  f r om packag-
ing and manual s thr ough to
dupl i cati on and di str i buti on)
i t's because,  accor di ng t o
Mar t i n Lawn,  thi s sor t of
flexible appr oach is neces-
sary in the  mar ket  today.
"We l ike t o devel op pr oducts
fur ther  after  we fi r st get
them,  br i ng them to a stage
wher e we'r e  sure w e  can sell
them i nto di str i buti on.  Thus
we of fer  a compl ete  back-up
and mar ket i ng system.
Al though w e  do sel l  thr ough
a large di str i butor ,  w e  al so
get on the  phone  our sel ves
and pr ovi de a back-up
service, making sure that

FEATURE

N e w  s o f twa r e  re leases
On the techni cal  side of  thi ngs,  ther e is
pl enty of  top sof twar e l i ned up for  1996,
all compet i t i ve  wi th the  best  on of fer  f r om
rival machi nes.  GP Soft  are cont i nui ng to
i mpr ove Di r ector y Opus.  w i th DO pus  5. x
due for  release in Apr i l .  Accor di ng t o Greg
Perry: "Thi s  is not  just any or di -
nary upgr ade,  thi s is a maj or
upgr ade.  We'r e i ncor por at i ng
many of  the thi ngs peopl e  said
they woul d have l i ked to see in
Opus 5.  I t 's not  a ne w  version,
but  ther e wi l l  be a l ot of  change
for  the  good. "

Accor di ng t o Gi les Ha r w ood
of  Sof tWood Pr oducts:  " We  ar e
as c om m i t t e d as ever  to pr o-
duci ng ne w  sof twar e  for  the
Ami ga.  As  usual  we'l l  be  w or k -
ing on ne w e r  ver si ons of  our
appl i cat i ons and wi l l  have
a nnounc e m e nt s  dur i ng the  year
of  ne w  featur es we'l l  be
adding". The first of these will
be Fi nal  Wr i ter  5  -  the nex t
i nstal ment of  the  Wor dw or t h
ver sus Fi nal  Wr i ter  batt l e.  "As far  as
the futur e  of  the  Am i ga  goes,  w e  w oul d
we l come some cl ear er  news  f r om AT
a bout  w ha t  thei r  speci fi c pl ans ar e for
the pl a t for m" a dde d Gi les.

A Giles Ilarweed at Se Mod: wishing
en aew sersioes at all their apples/Oohs.

Wi th a ne w  version of  I magi ne r evi ewed
this issue and Li ght  Wave 4  l oomi ng on the
hor i zon,  al ong wi th mor e pr oduct  updates
fr om Di g ita, w ho have also si gned a deal
wi th Cl oanto to di str i bute some of  thei r
pr oducts ther e is pl enty of  hi gh gr ade soft-

war e on the  way.
On the games fr ont new

titles are still on the way fr om
21st Centur y (another  Pinbal l
game -  Ma m a It), and south
coast stalwar ts Vulcan Softwar e
are pl anni ng four  releases r ight
up unti l  the summer.  Al though
Team 17 are again saying that
Al i en Br eed 3D T h e  Ki l l ing
Gr ounds is thei r  last game,
devel opment di rector  Mar ti n
Br own hasn't  ruled out  another
release. "I t  takes a special
game to real ly sell wel l  these
days and i f another  Wor ms rolls
in w e  won' t  hesi tate to l aunch
it. The Ki l l ing Gr ounds is some-
thi ng I  real ly wanted to do,  to
show that  despi te all that 's

said about  the Ami ga i t's stil l  capabl e of
pr oduci ng a gr eat game.  I w a nt  this to push
the Ami ga as far  as i t can go. " Keep an eye
on Mat 's  games news: ther e are pl enty of
softwar e surpr ises ar ound the corner .

shops do take our  products. . "
And w ha t  about  the  state

of the Ami ga  mar ket  at  the
moment .  "I  k now  thi ngs l ook
bad",  says Mar t i n,  "but  the
i mpor tant  thi ng is tha t  peo-
ple can sti l l  make m one y
wi th us,  even f r om a rela-
tively l ow overal l  sale. " And
wher e does O TM sour ce i t 's
pr oduct? "Vi r tual  Kar t i ng is
fr om I taly,  and Fabi o is wor k-
ing on another  exci ti ng pr od-
uct  for  us at  the  moment ,
Wa t c ht ow e r  is f r om a Fi nni sh
team cal l ed Cyber Ar ts  and
we have other  Eur opean
devel oper s l i ned up".

Wha t  a bout  l ater  on thi s
year? "We  have mor e  pr od-
ucts !l i ned up for  l ater  on i n
the  year ,  but  we  r eal l y have
to wa i t  and see w ha t  hap-
pens w i th the  Ami ga .  We
are ope n t o a ny one  sendi ng
us pr oduc t  for  eval uat i on
wi th a  v i ew t o publ i shi ng
and di str i but i on.  Ther e  is
stil l  m one y  t o be m a de  a nd
ther e ar e pl enty  of  cr eati ve
peopl e a nd good games  out
ther e too. "



r 1
(

ProGrab''..
Supports all m•cent Amiga.; and is also fully AGA Chinc t

tombaunie You car
, r e n d e r  
i m a g e
s  
i n  
a n
y  
W o r k
b e n c
h  
s u
e e
n

rhude resolubon including HAMS mode IA0.9. RAM p o
,
i n i n s i l ProGrab'

°Liims In d  Loads !usages in  IFFALBIA. IFF/ILOM24 P E G P ap
PO, and TAriciA Me formats ProGrab saves anenations as
AndrriS Ides and .atirhaVons wan sound tredonet PCMCLA

al ter
-
fac e 
a
n
d  
s
e
p
a r
a t
e  
t
o
t
a
i
d  
u
o
m
p
t
e
r
)  
a
s  
A
n
a
n
S  
•  
R
S
V
X  
f
i
l
e
t

A range of image procetung &lefts_ palette computing
routines A A  °reit and dithered methods are also rev, to
ittoGrab Version 2 .5 , PTIOr °genes fully  supports ProGrab

w•th a custom loader  to  enable grabs doreriv 111301 Anthem
the program - IMIng YOU tinsel

ProGrab
..
. „

Software hm Own m mono and roans anlyttation Whims.
The M oth., of frames is dependant upon your Amigos WA

ProGrae..
Beieme 2 .5 ,  software now includes

• VJPPOITI FOR VIRTUAL MEMORY
Mows Ow nighem resonation% • EVen with lea MCIIMI Arnigat

m g , -l a b  HNC Dine *PLO-
• ADOITiONAL TELETEXT FACILITIES

With either Terrestrial or Satellite TV 5ignal5_
• LARGER PREVIEW WIM IOw

Double Resolution and 4 Woes Ole area avallabie
verth prewous ProGrab software.

• INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT
Now works men composite PAL SECAM and NTS(

Straight from the box'
, • L, ,
r o
G r
a t i  
c
.  
s
•
w
y
e  
r
.  
P
A
P
5
E
C
4
M
. .
1
•
1  
s
t
.  
c
o
m
p
a
t
o
e

- ,  .• n
,
e s d e  
o p
b o
n s  
a
r
e  
a i
,
d 1
,
1 1
e  
-
C
r
,  
P
A
L
&  
W
O
W  
r
e
l
y

• , , C r r y  models are " n i x ie  to spend order vitsCh teen
595clite interlace mode itty  Pirase a t  Jr tor 'pi newts.'

rt rfc r'.  •
—  "
1
0 ,
1
0 1 1
1

Get Foot hands on NEW Ptocsi10 Plus POI: iti
rtquirellienC5 10uanuty  Trade Prcet Available) o n

the coder romi prowded CR, 0 you'd simply like &tamer
• • 'informafion please conlaa„

GORDON HARWOODENOrn
COMPILITERSC)1
Gordon Harwood Computers L imited.

!- New Street. Allmon, Derbyshire DE55 MP
j.  F A X :  0 1  7 7 3  8 3 1 0 4 0  o r. .

T E L E P H O N E01 M  836781

MB. „ Rapid Frame *.
-
com

1 a n d  S-V'
Witt i bOtti •

•mg on your Amiga

Grab images with
yOUF camcorder

including WHS...

or, lake a signal from a
IV with SCAM
- 
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or, Use the signal from
you/ satellite recerver

Or, Grab TV or video
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VCIR video output
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• Us er  M anual  •  i n p u t  sockets  fo r  Com pos i te and SVI-IS

PCMCIA Interface for Al200 and A600 - Only 1 E 3 4 . 9 5
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Thi s  m o n t h ' s  b a t c h  o f  g a m e s
re le a s e s  s e e s  s o m e  o l d
fa v o u r i te s  w i t h  t h e  w o r d s

de l ux e ,  e x t r a  o r  t u r b o  t a c k e d
o n t o  t h e m .  D o e s  th i s  t r e n d  i n

t h e  s o f t w a r e  i n d u s t r y  o f

re l e a s i ng s e que l s  t o
s uc c e s s fu l  g a m e s  m e a n  t h a t  w e  a r e  g e t t i n g  a

c o m p l e te l y  n e w  g a m e  i n  t h e  s a m e  g e n r e  a s  t h e

s uc c e s s ful  o r i g i na l ?  O r  d o  w e  e n d  u p  w i t h
s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  is  e s s e nti a l l y  t h e  s a m e  g a m e

b u t  w i t h  a  f e w  a d d e d  e x tr a s .  II t h i n k  i t  d e p e n d s
on t h e  r e s ul ts .

In t h e  c a s e  o f  S S FI I  T u r b o  t h e  u p d a t e d  v e r s i o n

o f  th i s  b e a t  ' e m  u p  c l a s s i c  i s  v e r y  w e l c o m e
i nde e d.  G a m e t e k ' s  v e r s i on  o f  t h e  T u r b o  e d i t i o n

Is a  m u c h  b e t t e r  c o n v e r s i o n  t h a n  U S  G o l d 's  o f

th e  s u p e r  e d i t i o n .

S upe r  S k i d m a r k s  E x tr a  i s  ba s i c a l l y  1 2  n e w
tr a c k s  f o r  t h e  or i g i na l  s u p e r b  g a m e .  G l o o m

De lux e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a l t h o u g h  i m p r o v e d  g r a p h i c s

w i s e  r e m a i n s  l a r ge l y  t h e  s a m e .  I f  y o u 'v e  a l r e a d y
g o t  a  c o p y  o f  G l o o m  t h e n  I  w o u l d n ' t  a dv i s e  y o u

to  s p l a s h  o u t  o n  th i s .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  y o u 'v e  y e t  t o
ge t  y o u r s e l f  a  c o p y  o f  th i s  e x c e l l e n t  D o o m  c l o n e

th e n  m a k e  s ur e  y o u  g e t  t h e  D e l u x e  v e r s i on

be c a us e  i t 's  t h e  b e s t  v e r s i on  o f  G l o o m  y e t .
P e r ha ps ,  s o f t w a r e  c o m p a n i e s  c o u l d  t a k e  a
f  o u t  o f  T e a m  1 7 ' s  b o o k  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o

re l e a s i ng g a m e s  b u i l t  o n  e a r l i e r  s uc c e s s e s .
T e a m  1 7 ' s  s m a s h  Al i e n  B r e e d  is  t o  b e  s o o n  f o l -

l o w e d  b y  a  s e que l  -  A l i e n  Br e e d  3 D  I I  ( T h e  Ki l l i ng
Fie lds ).  F r o m  t h e  e a r l y  v e r s i on  w e ' v e  s e e n  i t

l ook s  l i k e  i t 's  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  to ta l l y  n e w  g a m e

b u t  s ti l l  r e ta i n i n g  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  m a d e  u s
love  t h e  o r i g i na l  Br e e d .  G r e a t  s tu f f .

Fina lly ,  o n e  o u r  m o s t  p o p u l a r  c o v e r  d i s k s  e v e r ,

K T r e m e  Ra c i n g ,  i s  fi na l l y  fi n i s he d .  Y ou ' l l  b e  g l a d
to  k n o w  t h a t  i t  w a s  w o r t h  t h e  w a i t .

Lisa Co l l i ns

D e p u t y  E d i to r

XTreme Racing II p42
JE . ,  I C I T T I 7 1• It d

PREVIEWS

REVIEWS

Super Street Fighter II Turbo P47

, • A l i e n  B r eed  3 D  I I  3 8
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•  X T r e m e  R a c i n g  4 2
•  SSF I I  T u r b o  4 7
•  G l o o m  D e l u x e  5 1

•  S u p er  S k i d m a r k s  E xt r a  5 2
•  A i r bus A 3 2 0  5 5

T IPS Et G U I D E S
•  V a m p y r a   5 6
•  S n ip  T i p s   5 9

37 ' E l
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0 '  you look at the back

page of the manual for
Alien Breed 3D, Andy
clitheroe is credited

'NO a lot of things: pro-
gramming, game
code, graphics,

game
design

and manual
writing_

What they haven't
credited him with is

being a big soppy

-• the old proverb
goes "Imitation is the
sincerest form of flat-
tery". Maybe Warner

might take this stance when
they see Watchtower OTM's lat-
est release. Or perhaps the boys
and girls at Warner might spend
weeks stomping around their

offices mutter-
ing_ 'those
unoriginal-

w Top left: h im this crate away and yes ve gut ya w
-
se ll a  h e r o
duty rifle B i l k  these crates reveal some hINIOS pick ups

show off. It all started over a year
ago when a mate of his girlfriend.
Jackie, got Doom on the PC. She
said it was brilliant so. just to
impress her, big Andy said some-
thing like: "I could do a game like
that for you darling, no problem!"
So he furiously set out to prove
his manhood and created a 3D
maze engine and editor, some
scary aliens and, after buying
Martyn Brown a couple of
Caffreys ales (vouchers for
Caffreys included with game

thinking swines at OTM have
ripped off our top selling game
Chaos Engine and what are we
gonna do about it!" But then OTM
could retort with other trusted
proverbs such as "if it ain't broke
don't fix it' not a proverb I know)
or "only the best get better". Or
the similarity at this early stage
could be coincidental because
when we spoke to OTM's Martin
Lown he said he'd never even seen

Chaos Engine before.
However, he might get
a chance to something
of it soon as Chaos 2 is

currently in
development.

Either way.
there's no
getting away

from the fact
that Wa(chtower,

although presently in
its embryonic stages.
is uncannily like the
excellent shoot 'em up

demos reputedly elicit a much
more positive response from
Mr. Brown), had it released as
Alien Breed 3D, Jackie was
impressed. Allegedly.

And so were thousands of
people who bought the game.
Something still worried Manyn
Brown though: cheeky usurpers
were launching products with
much better resolution ("but not
playability" according to him)
than his cherished Breed and he
just wasn't going to lie down on

Chaos Engine. In
Watchtower you are a
commando with a set of
military style missions
that must completed.
Although these missions
take place over differing
terrain jung le , desert,
city t h e  basic premise is
the same: shoot all armed
soldiers before they get
you, blow away anything
such as heavy wooden
crates that get in your way to get
more rifles, grenades. and other
bonus pick ups. Sounds familiar.

So far Watchtower looks and
feels very similar to Chaos Engine.
To their credit, the Finnish based
Development team, CyberArts have
done a great job with the graphics.
The demo version we received
looked superb and it was also very
easy to play, The graphics are in
another league compared to OTM's
other forays into the gaming world:
Virtual Karang and the infamous

or 4-to •••‘
c_
s
w
.

the pub floor and
take it. This is where it

- gets weird, but stay
with me.

Andy Clitheroe, ensconced in
Rocky mountain love nest with
his mind on other things, was
unwilling to come out of retire-
ment just to satisfy Brown's jeal-
ous megalomania though, and it
seemed as if all we would get
was a Breed 3D Special Edition,
with extra levels and the editor.
Then a mercenary game produc-
er called Phil kidnapped Jackie,
and the only way to get her back
was for Andy to start work on a
new Breed 3D, The stage was
set for a dramatic comeback.

atchtower

A Soldiers to the lett, irenades to the right_
Our inan's stock in the noddle with yam.

British Touring Car Challenge.
We've only seen the first level

of Watchtower and it looks good
so far. The finished version will
determine how far it matches up
to the high standard of Chaos
Engine and if it does, great.
Watchtower should be released
next month. It will be two-player,
hard disk installable and will run
on the Al200141000 and CD32. •
Lisa Collins
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Ireme weapons will oat work under water though Top right: The level editor

Which is, as you may have
realised, a load of rubbish. But its
much more exciting than what
really happened, believe me.

For all A m ig a &
e%e published screenshots or the
new game a couple of months
ago and they have also been avail-
able on Team 17's Web site.
These have caused some contro-
tersy because of their quality
.People have written to and
Emailed Team 17 stating their
disbelief that they're actually from
the game. And to be quite honest
we had our own doubts. So I
hopped into my car arid spent
tour hours on the M1 crawling to
Ossett, Breed Global HO, to
find out.

Three seconds after loading a
level of the game I became a
believer. What is now known as
The Killing Grounds is so much
different from the first one, it
seems almost a complete
re-write. But, according to Andy,
most of the groundwork was
already done in the first one and
the editor remains essentially
the same.

There will actually be two
versions of the game

released in the same
box. One is the long
awaited lx1 pixel ver-

sion we've got
screenshots

of, the other is
going to be a

2x2 pixel
version,

similar in look to
the first Breed

3D, though with the
same levels as the

higher spec version_ The big
news is that the latter is designed
to work not just on basic Al200s
(the lx1 pixel mode is too slow
without an accelerator) it also will
work on any 2Mb Amiga with an
020 or better processor. ECS
Amiga owners previously denied
the joys of Breed 3D have a lot to
look forward too if this version
works as planned.

Lights in
1  
g l a r
e

But what I really went to see was
the lx1 pixel game and although
it's not going to be finished for
another two months a  March/
April release is on the cards) it's
coming along nicely. I was
shown it running on an 030
50MHz upgraded Amiga 1200
and with a two thirds screen size
it was faster than either of its
main competitors, Gloom and
Breathless, though creatures still
have to be added. Only one of
the old aliens is being retained:
the red demon dog, and at least
eight new ones are being
rendered in Imagine.

Apart from all the visual
advantages inherent in the gor-
geous screen mode, other new
features include a look up/down
option a la Breathless as well as
the 'ducking' and running options
of the original. Weapon shots now
have real time lighting, illuminat-
ing the dark corridors they are
fired down and the various lamps
and torches littered throughout
each maze have shimmering glare
and smoke effects, adding realism.

In te lligence
More frantic news is that the
game is no longer just a matter of

2
1
,
1
1
,
1
.  
•  
-
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killing aliens, gett•ng Keys and
leaving the level, The Killing
Grounds will feature a defined
mission for each level. According
to producer Phil Ouirke-Webster
"the style of gameplay is much
more like Heretic than Doom. We
wanted to make it more mission
based than just strictly shoot 'em
up". Towards this end the aliens
now have a much improved
artificial intelligence. "In truth they
had no Al at all in Breed 3D",
according to Andy Clitheroe, "it
just ieemed as though they had.
This time they can communicate
with each other and operate in
teams_ If you make noise in one
part of a level, or you shoot an
alien, you can be sure his team
will be after you fast'.

And because of a bigger
emphasis on platforms and multi-
layered levels, with the up-down
firing option, the player will also
be able to pick up a jet pack and
fuel icons. "This adds a new
dimension to the game", claims
Andy, "there are floating aliens,
but now you have more mobility
too. You'll also be able to pick up
combination back-packs which
contain some ammo, some health
and some fuel, rather than just
picking up one at a timer. One of
the most atmospheric aspects of

the original was the water levels,
allowing you to duck under. They
are retained in The Killing Grounds
but look even better.

This version will also be
supplied with the full map editor
allowing you to create completely
new mazes and drop in aliens with
relative ease. According to Phil;
"In the manual we'll use the exist-
ing levels as a sort of tutorial for
people to mess about with, then
they can create their own ones".

I can conform that Alien Breed
.312) IL The Ming  Grounds is
stunning in motion, not lust in
screenshots. If Andy manages to
get all of the features he's
promised into the final game, with
anywhere near the speed I saw it
running at, they're onto a winner.
We should have a review in the
next two months. •
Alan Dykes

A Phil amide-Webster flehl, body Clitheiee in
Team ll's develupmeot dungeon.

A The mazes are now even more comphcated and mottiklayered. The Addition of a Pit each should make them
mole navigable though.
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EmLialors Unlimited contains Software
emulation tools for the Amiga 8 PC.
Spread over the two platforms are en iu
,
a
tors f o r Apple, BBC, Commodore BA
Commodore VIC2b Amstrad CPC, Apple
Mac, Gameboy. Alan ST, MSX, Apple200.
Atari 800, A t a n
1
0 4 0 5
1
e ,  
S i n c l a
i r  
O L
,  
U n
i x

and more. Also features hundreds of
games tools etc for most of the emulators

EMULATORS UNLIMITED N E W ! ! !  iCD117;
Sound F X Sensation is an original new
CD that contains hundreds or rnegabyins
of high quality samples. A superb CD for
game makers, demo makers, or even film
makers. Hundreds of Sound FX subjects
include Animals, Wild  Me. Nature.
Explosions, Creatures. Scary stuff.
Science fiction samples, House hold hois-
as, car crashes, and hundreds more.

Sedatde for use on an A7 1 4 *  confvurattee
- A v a i l a b l e  A p s i i  
1 9 9 6
SOUND FX SENSATION ,

ADULT SENSATION
Ad.it  Sensation is possibly the Amiga s largest sell-
ing adult t it le  It features over 4,000 htgh quality 256
coklur imagers of the 'adult" nature Image viewers
and coverters are inciuded tor every configuration
of Am•ga. (OVER 18 ONLY) I C O O l t  CIO 99

ADULT SENSATION 2 The new batch
Adult Sen5at.ol 2  not only contains 4,000 new
colour images but akso incAolea tons of adult relat
ed samples, adult rnuac modules, tons of adult sip-
flee. adult animations. bleck&white 70's photos,
adult games and morn /OVER 1811CD115) e fi c
,
SEXY SENSATIONS
Avaiaole now, this CO contains wound 2,000 osPe
-cially chosen high quality GIF Images Viewers &
graphic Converters are included for easy and quick
access to any of the picUres on any Amiga.
OVER 18 ONLY' , -
= , 0 1 8 0 i  
r i g  
B Y
ADULT SENSATION 3 0
E X C L U S I V E !Available sometime in February '96 this CD actually
contains over 2,000 true 3 Dimensional colour
images. 3D viewing software and top quality
3D glasses are also supplied. Order now for
!mediate despatch aPOn release. 1,CD145) £19.99

SPECIAL EDITION PACK (Order code: COMO
ADULT SENSATION I it 2 FOR JUST 1:29.90 fP&P

World of Clipart is a double CD-
ROM containing smund 40,800
mono and colour chpart images
contained in over 1130 categories

IF'. GIF, PCX. CDR, EPS. -
C I F .& BMP. ToOs for converting

images to another format are
included for both the PC
Amiga. Subjects include 7

Animals, Anatomy. Babies, Men, Women. Treas. Reptiles.
Insects, Xmas, Religious, Planes, Vehicles. Ships, Toys.
Zodiac signs, Eye catchers, Humour, Cats. Dogs.
Computers, Technology. Seairfe, Space, Srn b o lS
Royalty, Dinosaurs, Plants, Nature, Ads. Tools. Astrology.
Hands, Birds. Business. Office, Workers, Cartoon, Uon
King, Education. Food. Gardening, Holidays, Houses &
Buildings, Helicopters, Children. Banners. Medieval.
Military
, 
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Olympics. etcl, Transport, Trains. War and/mots .94%
WORLD OF CLIPART Plus r
'
( - 5 1 ) B L E  "

ENCOUNTERS_
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NOBODY %wit, you to krew
and r i t i d e s  tors d  Megabytes ol
text doarnecits sod s tuto lagns
M a to ; to U10 eghtm s  aid &auc -
tions etc srce 1941 fermi a sh , -
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ANOMIE

Semlation is  an exc iting
Haw CD-ROM containing over
1 30 I0  of SCI-Fi images a n ,
malions. 3 0  at:loots, Sound F i
Documents , Themetunes ,
Sonja% 8 SCI-FI games.
Subwols  inc luded are:
Babylon5. Startrek ilb e  ongnal.
TNG, Deep Space 9 and

Voyager). Batman. Dr Who, Thunderbirds. Robocop, Sea
Guest DSV. Bladerunner, Aliens, Tenor hawks, 2001. Blake
7Battlestee Galactica Trion. Total Racal. 2010. space 1999 e t :
'Buy SCI-FI Sensatko Mom us and you no  su rm ise d  to *S-
ways reoerre the triL-A version. C41 Amiga.' 9 t% 4 L .i i  93".•

SUM s f a u
-
n o i•

U K  F R E E  P I 4 O g E
l
U r u e r  l i n e :

Loma roe
FULICIWIC
TITLES RP'
ALL OPOLk

2S.0,

SCI-FI SENSATION v2

FCD54. ILLUSIONS 3
FC1374- ESSENTIAL. LITILITES
FCD12. HO TTEST 4
FC047. P R O  FONTS & CLIPA
FCD80. MULTIMEDIA MANIA
FCD183. LUCKY DIP V O L U M E
-
W / O

-
FREE Pilt:WE tAyt tu l t r ,4 ,0S
-
Dav

the Pure r,,r art310 t o w  Ge

*
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If your into Horror
then leas original CD
ROM will please you
no end I i  contains
Thousands of gru-
Some images, t ons of
gory animations. Bloody games

Spine tingling horror type sounds. Horror stones. Eanee
mtAIC modules. Pictures an ima t ions from hundrec
,horror tens and heaps of real-fire bloodniguts.

1 HORROR SENSATION
kirk

GIF SENSATION DOUBLE Cn

AGA EXPERIENCE E l 9
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Epic lAarlie t ing,130-i3OVictOria Rd, Swindon. WillS. SN't 3BUI. U K
UK & EUROPE Op e n  Monday-Saturday , Please make cheques payable to; EPIC.

P&P in I l k  = El p e r tit le. Ove rse a s P&P = C2 per t it le. F r e e  co lour CD list  available. E&OE
J
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(CD144) ,

Over 7000 royalty free colour images
,,,iects include cals, aviation, ani-
• p e o p le ,  hi-lech, space. cars,
'is, teldures , nature. s por ts . pin-

poets, flowers, plants, seasons,
Is. technology. raytraced. car-
'is, fantasy, an, reptiles etc, etc
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A r  n  e  contains L u c k y  Dip volume 2 contains
hundreds of megabytes of s t a c k s  of games_ demos, e l-
AGA animations. mega p a i l .  fonts, music, toots.
demos, tools, graphics etc g r a p h i c s  utilities, Animations
basically everything every S o u n d  Pk  Samples. and
released for Aa A based l o a d s  more. (now with Amiga
machines. Rated over 90% f r o n t  end) A  berpenf

LUCKY DIP Volume 2 (Cr/
.
63 I  E t S • - g l •
PRIORITY ORDER FORM
NAME
ADDRESS

MACHINE
PAYMENT METHOD
CREDIT CARD DETAILS

Arcade Claris
nal collection oi ,
old arcade favourites,
Including Amiga & PC vari-
ations o f  PAC H AN .
SPACE INVADERS, ASTERI-
ODS. MISSILE COMMAND,
PENGO, FROGGER. LOAD
RUNNER, GALAXIANS

DONKEY KONG, NUMEROUS TETRIS GAMES, BATTLE-
LONE TEMPEST. COMBAT. TRON, SPACE WARZ.
I HRLIST, CI-BERT. HUNCHBACK MOON PATROL
TRAIL BLAZER, BREAKOUT. CENTREPEDE. CYCLES.
REZERK SNAKE. SCRAMBLE. PING PONG. BREAKOUT,
NUMEROUS 0e4 CONVERSIONS, A COLLECTION OF
JEFF MINTER GAMES AND HUNDREDS MORE O v e r
eCOmb of unforgettable rote:I-gaming.
Keyboard recommended

ARCADE CLASSICS n 8 7 '

Contains our most popular toppy
ware titles on one giant CD-ROM. Now
can purchase the entire Epic co lect ior
go. This compilation contains hundred!
megabytes of Amiga software. su b
,  •include: Prolessional mono d ivan.

part, numerous 3D atalecte for Imagine & L ig h t
-
w a ve .
Compugraphic fonts & Adobe fonts, Graphics
converters. Music tutorials, Beginners guide, 3 0
stereogram generators . Hundr eds  of S ound Fir
and 88111131015, Virus Killers, Hard disk installer &
tools, Various Hardware projects. A number of
classic domes. Hundreds of games and more
'Supplied with printed Index
THE EPIC COLLECTION Y2 NEW plaice!! loniCKM1

M O W
Ratio gaming at it  s best. Around
all-lime classic spectrum game fi
one CD-ROM. Emulators included
Amiga. Mac, Atari ST & PC (dos &
Windows). Ganes include Manic
Stool daze. Monty mole, Startrek.
Jet Set Willy. The Hobbit, Strip
Danger Mouse. The Sentinel. Mom
Olympics. tinder Wurlde. Uridiure

Mac. River raid. Barbarian. Hunchback arid a ro u
,
1  5 1 1 0 0  o t h e r
spectrum game files including mule-load
games. Speccy part 2 also contains hundreds
of documents Containing instructions for mos,
games aswea as hundreds of speocy were
cheats. Keyboard required,
Rated! •2,•c C u A  VGA %  A U !  °Ai r  90% -  AC

SPECCY SENSATION 2 I 0 1 3 1 1 9 1

The argest collection of Magic Warkbe
,
ii
Icons. Backdrops and tools ever comPith
Includes well over 5,000 loons Over 60:
selected Magic WB backdrops. and
of WB desktop enhancer tools/utilities
Suitable tor any Kokstart2l3 based Aro

MAGIC WORKBENCH ENHANCER i c o 1 5
I r e  Grolier  elec tr onic  M ultim edia encyc
contains thousands of pages of informz
every subject. with Thousands of great
photographs aod illustrations and hued
sound d o e  from the BBC this CD-ROM
essential purchase for  all CO- ROM  users.

r a ted  9 A C  -  9 4
.
; i 7GROLIER ENCYCLOPEDIA I C 0 4 6 x )
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NOTHING BUT TETRIS(co
14
s)

PLEASE SUPPLY PRICE'
ITEMS

TOTAL GOODS VALUE
POST & PACKING
AMOUNT ENCLOSED

This CD c ontains  almos t
var iations of the wor lds
addictive and 1 0
,
•e d
Nearly all th e  games  are
to run directly from CD.
archived versions are a
hc luded

OTY
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GAME REVIEW

reme Rac
.last mo n t h 's  co ver d isk g ave

you a  t a s t e  o f  w h a t  t o  expect .
An d  b y  golly it 's g o o d .

s the old saying goes:
i f  the mountain won't
come to Mohammed,
he'll render a new one

in Vista Pro' I f  you're in the
heart of rural England gagging for
decent games and no-one is
producing them, you've got to do

A IOW players at a nine I t
s  n a r ycramped aid a tad SIM Bit  its goad

A I i homily looks tenet them this le Al ZOO Witte
ride  aid it is playable. But with an accelerate'

Suicidal b ys tan d ers
Racing around
XTreme's tracks, one
can't fail to notice
the poor fools
standing vulnerably
on corners or wan-
dering over and back
on the  tr ack.  I f  you
hit one it's  pretty
messy but we all
have to put up with
these sort of trials
and tribulations.

it yourself. And so a young lad
with big, steel toecapped boots
and an internet account set
himself the task of not quite
recreating Mario Kart on Amiga
Alex Amsel, Wolves supporter.
programmer and game designer,
claims: "It's actually not at all like
Mario Kart, any resemblances are
only superficial". And he's right
you know, there's not a Mario or
Yoshi in sight.

Despite very little advance
publicity Silltunna's little gem has
raised a lot of interest and we
were eager for the full title to

arrive in: especially after last,
o
l
e
t
h

month's cover demo, This
was one of the most
popular disks ever, if
the amount of phone
calls and letters we've

received about it is
anything to go by. The

boxed game finally arrived the day
before our Christmas hols and we
had it up and running, serial linked
between two Amigas in a flash.
Luckily, after Christmas. Lisa
was on extended holidays and
the cattle prod she normally
uses to extract reviews
trom us was hung up on
the wall, well out of harm's

Hello wan blind it I bump iMa yau
tot the camera?

A This is where you want Is statt each time I t s met so easy though, yea lo ra  II madly begin at the back

way. So we spent ages playing it,
examining every nook and cranny
of every track with every car:
purely for research purposes
of course.

A  barre l o f  fi sh
But there were a couple of things
that really puzzled us about
XTreme Racing before it ever
turned up. Who were Silltunna?
Where did they get the weird
name? Why had we never heard

of it before?
First things first,

Silltunna consists of two
chaps from Staffordshire.
Alex Amsel and Richard
Whitten, helped by

A Tins is souse sad ei weird Coating
Chicken. Soon it'll be dreier
.

A A rather large short trousers
mune, idiot stands oe a career

A Ten player mode Get mother Amiga and a senw
cable though aid yea can hare up to eight players'

dozens of wonderful graphics an
sound wizards, idea people and
the general sort of top class lads
and lasses that hang around
programmers' bedrooms. They
also solicited much help and

a. And regrets IL Screen like this
are accompanied by a uptick.
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A A Wring option menu gut look yeti
limo a choice ol five types ol music.

l a
a
:
O
nbegin at the hack

limp and a serial
to eight players!

praphics and
apple and
'class lads
iround
-
r
i
s 
T
h
e
y

fp and

like this
retch

a b e  intrbead viewer allows yen la see the lie of
the land before starting the race

encouragement from Mark Sibly
el New Zealand who has lent the
Black Magic name to the project
in a publishing capacity, as well as
advising on certain aspects of the
raameplay and design: such is his
faith in it.

The name Silltunna is Swedish
in origin and means 'barrel of fish'.
Mlich the lads think is a right
augh. They claim it doesn't really
54gnify anything, it just sounds
;ool. Development only started in
:-‘ugust 1995 after Alex had con-
acted Richard when some artwork

• h im was published in CU Amiga
Mag's Art Gallery. I'd say that's
some achievement: 0-100% fin-
ished in under six months!

We a p o n s
XTreme Ractn9 is fairly conven-
••
-
n
a
l  
i
n  
t
e
r
m
s  
o
f  
s
e
t
u
p
,  
a
f
t
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a
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it's a racing game. There are 12
tracks, eight cars, a single race
mode, a season mode, a champi-
onship mode and a death match_
Hold on. Death match? The latter
is available in two or more player
mode and involves competitors

driving a car around a choice
of maze-like circuits trying

to bump each other off,
and it's top fun. The
reason this mode has
peen included is that

weapons are available in
XTreme Pacing, though

you can disable this in the
options menu if you like.

Certain points on each track
are littered with question marks.
When you run over a question
mark it will yield a random icon of
some sort. These include jumps
and turbos and, more importantly.
weapons, These are divided up
into roughly three categories:
passive, active, and booby traps.
Passive weapons include forward
and backward firing bombs, quad
directional rockets and simple line
of sight rockets. Active weapons
include homing missiles, sheep (a
woolly missile!, delayed action
mines and direction changers
(which effect the steering of
opponents). Booby traps include
mines and laughing bananas
which are designed to be
dropped on the driving line so
that other cars will run over them.
It's no fun if you hit these yourself.

The object of all these bomb-
tastic shenanigans is to enable
you (or a computer/human oppo-
nentt to gain the advantage in a
race. If there's one thing more
satisfying than passing another
car through sheer driving skill, it's
blowing them up first and then
passing them. This can also hap-
pen to you though, and i' you set

A the wacky beach level features shark patrols which send the car spinning like a top should you run into
le e  Unfortunately. avoiding a shark 'Men lands your car in deep water, where it will sink from sight

Sand a n d  s n o t
There are twelve tracks divided up into six zones in
Jarsme Racing. The idea remains the same for all, but
the difficulty levels and sort of obstacles encountered
keep the game interesting.

A The H u lk!  City levvh a ll fraught with high
tylag bi-finha and over•the•edge iota the chasm
of no retina danger. Re approve

A The Castle levels feature me castles but las
of juvemile nose mown (the green areas'. Orme
ever the guesting marks and pick up weapons.

A The grasslands are indeed surrounded by lush A  The relatively straightlorwatil road circuits
growl grass and also contain dangerous get that a r t  ideal tom practicing these drivieg hues and
sinking feeling lakes of doom b r a l f e w o r k  artistry we all Laney ourselves at.

A The Task Refinery levels are email the most
Magueys in the game Sharp bends and

,  talman *naps are the order of the day.

the race on one of the higher of
three difficulty levels it happens
with alarming frequency,

W a c k y  t ra c k s
The twelve tracks are divided up
into six different zones, The most
conventional of these are the
Road Circuits and the Grasslands
tracks. The least conventional are
the Floating City and Toxic
Refinery ones which are all
futuristic and moody. All feature
jumps and obstacles, some of
which are dangerous, some of
which will merely slow you down.
In the Castle tracks there are big
gaps in the circuit which have to
be jumped. To do so you need to
hit the ramps placed in front of
them at considerable speed and
at the right angle. If you miss the
ramp or hit it too slowly you'll end
up sinking in a green sea, known
childishly by Silltunna as "The Sea
Of Snot". Similar scenarios exist
on other levels. When you sink

into water or snot, or
fall over the edge of

a road in the
Floating City
level, you don't

lose a life — the

A And so to the beach lot some retention. In
season mode Ibis is druids'',  slow t ill you
upgrade your car, bet ha ye d  him wham last_

l a c
-
- 1
1 r
1 2
1

itT7'M
A Driviag through the realer slows erenrone dome,
hut amid the deep blue: rho car will sick

A In mallow death match mode you awl a Mend
get to shut al each other lar him and first placty
computer will place your car past
the obstacle you missed but you
do lose time and probably several
positions on the track.

Other obstacles designed to
slow you down include trackside
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Ifs; 3 t e  I N  Bre  S u l  g m  STA 7TH

A My MOE prim for winning tke race. Mare importarith, in SEAM mode, yes get flada for coming MA
which will enable you to upgrade yew car even more (see beltiviL

spectators whom you can run
over, exploding oil barrels and
most bizarrely, in the seaside
levels, sharks which make your
car spin like a top if you hit them.

Speed!
Just how good XTreme Racing is
depends on how fast your Amiga
is. Anyone who's seen the demo
from last month's magazine will
know what I mean. XTreme has
more menu options than a
Chinese takeaway. These include
routines for just about every
possible upgrade of an AGA
machine available.

You can, believe it or not, play
XTreme on a standard Al200, with
2Mb RAM and no hard drive, but
it's a bit like going into a Chinese

takeaway and ask-
ing for plain boiled
ce. The game will

automatically opt

-
M
M
O
M

for blittered screen rok,tines and
you'll see something not
dissimilar to Virtual Karting,
though ten times better in the
playability stakes. You can then
size the playing screen up or
down to suit your speed tastes.

If you have a 1220 or 1230
accelerator and extra RAM you're
into spring roll, sweet and sour
pork, fried rice and banana fritter
territory. It suddenly becomes a
tasty and good looking game,
with plenty of speed and the
option of a slowish, but beautiful
lx1 pixel screenmode. However,
if you're really speed hungry,
elitist 040 and 060 owners have
the equivalent of Mr. Wong's E40
Emperor's Dinner menu with all
the trimmings. Full speed lx1
pixel heaven we reckon.

Had I not played the hi-res
versions I would have been able
to put up with the blittered

routines. Unlike VK, they did not
make me sick. However, if you do
not have a hard drive or at least a
spare external disk drive don't
!ven contemplate investing in

ATreme Racing. I don't think
I've ever sat doing as many disk
-;wops as I did while testing it on
an Amiga with none of the above.
It goes beyond frustrating,
believe me,

A n d  s o
•e given XTreme two score

ioxes because it's really almost
two different games. As an accel-
erated game playing off hard drive
it's wonderful: best fun we've had
in ages. As a standard Al200
game 1A4000 owners need not
worry, it is fully compatible and
great) you will need a
minimum of one,
preferably two exter-
nal drives and it can
be a bit tedious.

Yes there are other
faults, the biggest of
which is dodgy collision
detection in too many
places, making it difficult to accu-
rately judge sharp corners, dodge
gunk and pick up question marks.
but I'm more than willing to
forgive this because it's so much
fun you can't bear any grudges.

The final test of any game is
how long it delays real work in the
office and XTreme Racing almost
got us all fired. It's true to say
that this job could be construed
as being a bit cushy, I mean,
playing games is all part of a
day's work. But there comes a
time when joysticks must be
downed and keyboards put back
on desks so that we can do what
we're really paid for: writing That

A  s p o t  o f  season rac in g
In season mode you start off with a much
slower car than normal. You can still have a
multi-player game but you cannot select
the tracks, this is automatic. Each track is
now littered with gold and silver coins too
and while trying to win, or get a decent
position, you've got to collect as many of
these as possible. In fact if you're losing
badly it's  best to give up the ghost and lust

a,

' F P O ,  , I * M n i kW W 1

••=11%)
• P AI L
RO Z Z A
L U
P I

A That's rot. Allier° A bad start has lett me
lanpieldel I  fifth place swat

aga inst I e  p ros

A The stars beside the micas ledicate hew mecb
yam's' nperatled rem at FM* alms is the 1111AMINrn

collect coins. A combination of coins and
prize money allows you to upgrade your
car in the all important areas of Engine,
Brakes. Tire grip etc and also allows you to
buy turbos and extra points (enabling you
to sneakily climb the ranks by the back
door, so to speak). This mode is seriously
competitive, though the automatically
selected tracks are not always the best.

A On top el winning £2001 cash tor CAMin firg
yea can collect seer MOS in coins am the track.

4.
4

time came and went in a flurry
red, blue and yellow cars and as
deadlines drew close the threats
got louder and playing the game
for a bit more 'research' became
unjustifiable. Finally the fateful
"Forbidden Castle Level 2 that
broke the camels back" came
along and I had to write or die.
well, all good things must come
to an end: and there's always
next month! In
Alan Dykes

• • •  4 1 0

- 4 0
7 . 6
1
;
, ,
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A The camera views are comprehensive
YOU CAO monitor other cars in this rondo

A These awkward smiling socks jump up and down A
and can crush yes or black year path

graphics  1 8 %
sound 8 4 %
lastahility
playability  9 1 %

mum I

Held back by 8 0
graphics mode 1
and disk loading.

XTREME ACCELERATED

graphics 9 1 %
Al201 sound 8 4 %

lastability  9 3 %
Playability  9 1 %
°vim I.
The best
fun we've
had in ages.

XTREME RACING Al 200
system reeriremerts
Al280 2Mb RAM. Supplied en three
disks_ Rani disk recommended or enter.
nal Rupp essential to retain sanity,

system requirements
1112011 with 020, 030, 040. 060
accelerator, extra RAM and a hard
drive. A CD32 joypad would lie lice.
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No 57 & 58, Top Floor
Glasshouses Mill

Nr Pateley Bridge
Harrogate

North Yorkshire
HG3 51111

Tel: +44 (0) 1423 712600 Fax: +44 (0) 1423 712801

Leading manufacturers of RAM expansions to all major distributors and dealers, are offering a
WINTER SALE!! of all their products, SLASHING up to 20% off' recommended retail prices.

Why not purchase your requirements direct from the manufacturer?
We guarantee despatch within three days

R R P O u r  price
A500 Expansion to  1Mb.. . . . . . . .E19 .99  . . .E16 .99
Also available w i th clock ......E24.99 . . .E20 .99

R RP O u r  price
A600 Expansion to  2 Mb . . .E29 .99  . . .E24 .99
Also ava i lable  wi th clock E 3 9 . 9 9  . . .E32 .99

A l200 Ram Accelerator

M a r p e t

Don't hang around. ORDER NOW!!

External Drive
(All Amigas)

I 4 3  7/[]2 7 L 1 2

AS00 Plus
Expansion

to 2 Mb
RRP E29.99

Our  price E2 1 .9 9

E59.99 . . .E 4 3 .9 9

Uses 3 2 bit ,  7 2  wa y  Simms
Built in rea l- t ime  c lock

Optional m a ths  co-processor
Various confi gura t ions

0Mb
1Mb
2Mb
4Mb
8Mb

3 3 M H z  F.P.U 
(and crystal)

Also S-port (connect CD32 to Amiga). With CD and networking software 121.99
Al200 internal real-time clock £10.99

Ring for best prices on 30 and 72 way SIMMS, bard drives, modems, mice etc and we will try to beat any genuine deal.
ACCESS/VISA welcome. 3 YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL OUR PRODUCTS!!!



•Best pinball game
o n  A m i g a ' .  Ai d a, A V O M I T

'Fast balls, orig inal
clever design'.

Acracl<ing pinball game'. cri•
EFFIGY EMPORIUM
STATION YARD
STATION ROAD
RUSKINGTON
SLEAFORD

Send C h e q u e / l i
t  L 2 9  9 9  
L I N C
O L N S
H I R E

and state AGA - A G A  to: d i l i m i
tG34 
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Pic'n'Mix
P I C S

ONE WAY
iv 1

y be tied to takTng Pot Luck" when
buying ClipArt? Now YOU can select your
own preferences from the comfort of your
own home Choose from over 3000 image's
.'n over 40 Categones Give yourself a break

d TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! Available
in Formats suitable for all Amiga Programs

(Hi-Res Bitrnapped or Scaleable)
All images are 8 to 256 Colours.- suitable
for both Colour and Mono Printers. All

clips are artist drawn, n o  scanned
or traced images here!

1

PO
,

INK JET REFILLS
RLULJ  (Microfi ltered Non-Clog Formula) all Colours from Sip per refi ll

COMPATIBLE CARTRIDcES As good as original. but cheaper! from L4•99

We have bent ioppiOng our Customers with *4611 Inks for many years, and most
of our sales are re-orders We demonstrate the quality of our Inks by providing a

FULL COLOUR PRINTOUT with t r y  Information Pack. Who else does this'

A

-
0

Pic'n'Mix
FONTS

fl e - 4 2 . -
-
l r k -
o r g t a r i
r  /
P k  
0
7
1
1
1
1
7

ChME5E ottommt5 HEADHUNTER STEEL
HEIDEalEall L=10
BLOCK
WOBBLE

4'4'14 3'4
DP11

rEMZE
glittleett
QA1EArr/cts14.:AltSc
r
tial S M A
Meduza STENCIL -
1
-
1 = 1 E
-
r c H

W/15t1BOOK!
O W N I U M
-
i f I N P

iJthS
TIOYBO

Unlike some of the cheap and cheerful Font
CDs and Disks doing the rounds, our Fouls

WORK! Select from over 4000 Fonts in
both TRUE TYPE or POSTSCRIPT (ATM)

and leave the rest up to us!
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special deals with Fonts from 7p each
We have been in business since 1991 and

pioneered the Pic n Mix concept. Our
service is unique with a TECHNICAL

HELPLINE for all of our valued Customers

sTAR
STARS

55PW
rosTCY
;71013S1
Ifil\I5OME
OREGONWET
Miami

For your FREE 46 Page Information Pack,
either Write, Phone, or Fax us.

SELECTAFONT (Dept Cu)
84 Thorpe Road. Hawkwell, Ni Hockley, Essex. SS5

FAX 01 702 200062 P H O N E :  01702 202835



' !per Street
'lifter II

Price: £29.99 II Publisher: Gametek 01753 445
Ca p c o m's  o rig in a l  S t re e t  F i g h t e r is a rg u a b l y  t h e
g ra n d f a t h e r o f  a l l  fi g h t in g  g a me s .  W e  l o o k  a t  t h e  l a t e s t
addit ion  t o  t h e  ra n k s  o f  fi g h t in g  g a me s  o n  t h e  A mi g a .
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to stay. Even right-on
parents who force feed
their kids a diet of

esti and liberalism have a
--ed interest in them. Let
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'•.mmy and Daddy, he is, - , . - •
• -• all children, no more
::ifist than Saddam Hussein.
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-.? just ten minutes before a
ill dispute about who's turn it

4 to annoy the cat next door
develops into World War 3.

Let them take their aggres-
sion out on a game is what I

say, and, like it or not, that's
what many kids do.

Whilst there may be

several well-intentioned psycho-
logical reasons for playing fighting
games (not least of all helping to
keep the monsters from physical
injury), the main reason for pulling
on your gloves should be
because, whatever you say about
the morality, there's usually a
marvellously competitive game to

A Combination and reversal attacks help te clock op store points lot the high score table

A Bonus points are awarded to the player inching the first conoectios.

play, This, it may be argued, is
what put the fighting genre into
the forefront of o n e
-
o n
-
o n e

competitive games and with last
year's release of the movies
Street Fighter and Mortal Kombat,
it's not difficult to see that their
popularity remains strong.

The original Street Fighter and

GAME REVIEW

&tee Fighter 2 began an incredi-
ble pedigree which unfortunately
has fared badly on the Amiga,
most recently at the hands of US
Gold with Super Street Fighter
But Gametek have now put in a
bid to change this reputation and
Super Street Fighter II Turbo
appears, at first glance, to have all
the right ingredients

N e w  fa c e s
SSP! Turbo, (the names are cer-
tainly getting longer!) has all of
the familiar characters and more.
There are 16 in total, each
encompassing their own very
unique style of fighting.
Players will soon recognise their
favourite character and stick with
them through thick and thin as
they identify their opponents
weaknesses and go in brutally for
the kill.

Balance is everything in
fighting games and SSFII Turbo
richly deserves the Tai Chi black
belt for keeping a perfect
equilibrium between such diverse
characters, For example, Chun

A CRMITly and One Joy ore recent additions to the Street righting hue-up

A  4 7  1 1 .



GAME REVIEW

A &merit leackgroued detail runs throngeaut the game in the sisteem different Inackgraueds•

Li's athleticism, speed and kicks
are well effective, but her
punches are as useful as an ash-
tray on a motorbike, while Balrog
has a top notch range of punches
but cannot kick at all!

When fighting, each of the
characters have the standard
arcade machine's soft, medium
and hard hits available, along with

several spe-
cial moves

including throws, dances, fireballs
and spectacular feats of bodily
manipulation. The special moves
always seem impossible to begin
with but as you get used to a
particular character, you'll find
that the combinations of buttons
arid directions needed to execute
their moves becomes old hat.
But beware - part of the game's
balance dictates that if you get
hit when making an attack, the
damage inflicted to you is com-
mensurate with the force of your
abortive attack.

We certainly found that
the best way to control the
characters was using CD32 joy
pads. In fact, if you actually
try the other way, using the
optional joystick/keyboard con-
trol, you're bound to break your
fingers/keyboard/pain threshold
for your trouble.

H ard  drive  on ly
Supplied on 11 disks (that's just
14 short of the number in the
human spine), the game can
only be played from hard drive

which involves a fair bit of

Fighting Ma c h in e s
Anyone who hasn't heard of the Street Fighter phenome-
non couldn't have been listening very well over the last
few years. Capcom's Street Fighter saga gave SEGA
Enterprises some of the biggest selling arcade machines of
all time. In the golden years of late 1987 the first Street
Fighter machine was delivered into the high street in
Britain. However the first version didn't really set the
arcades ablaze. I t came complete with punching pads and
received a lukewarm reception. Six months later, after
revising the code, removing the punch pads and adding
joysticks and buttons the Street Fighter II game that we all
know today was born. And along with it came the birth of
the first world-wide recognised console fighting game. I t
was obvious that the arcade game would have to be ported
to computers but the technology took a while to decant
onto SEGA's Megadrive. Once released in 1991 though, it
certainly took the world of console games by storm.

back-breaking disk swopping
before it finally settles into an

11Mb slot on your machine.
Why so huge? Well, this

version boasts excel-
lent graphics with big,
colourful sprites and
excellent backgrounds

that, for the first time
really show the game's

full arcade pedigree_ As any
aspiring beauty will

tell you, what you get
out in looks is only a
reflection of what
you've put in

beforehand, and with-
out any doubt, the graph-

ics in this game are in the
supermodel league.

J e rk y  boys!
It's a pity that with this level of
detail the game is jerky during
combat, even on the highest of
the three speeds available and at
the lowest of the two user defin-
able resolutions e ve n  though
the difference between each of
these options seemed minimal on
our standard Al200 setup,

So we decided to try to give
the game a bit more zip by plug-
ging in a Blizzard 1230 IV acceler-
ator. It did make the whole game
much smoother, almost console
standard, but only up to the point
where the graphics hung irrecov-
erably_ This incompatibility with
our accelerator is bound to have
Blizzard owners everywhere
throwing up their hands, slightly
jerkily. in horror.

However, owners of other
makes of board may find it worth-
while contacting the publishers to
see if their accelerator will work,
as the speed is almost perfect
once you've given it some help.

Wh e re ' s  th e
in-fi ght music?
In play mere are two Options
tournament mode where a single
player must knuckle their way
through the all of the other
opponents, and the two player
game, which is really what any
version of Street Fighter is all
about. Here, however, the game
fails to offer the player the
handicapping options present in
the CD32 version- Why this
should be the case is not entirely
clear but it does mean that a
seasoned player will always be
able to beat any casual player that
happens by

With no chance for me to iron
out the jerky animation coupled
with the lack of music during
fights and the periodically poor
collision detection, what we are

left with is a fighting game with
excellent graphics that fails to
give the fluidity of feel present in
Mortal Kombat 3 and Shadow
Fighters. In this light it may be
less than perfect but for fans of
the original coin-op it still repre-
sents as accurate a conversion
the arcade game as we are ever
likely to get on Amiga.

With acceleration and two
CD32 joypads it's a fine game
indeed, but remember, you also
need a hard drive. And I'm afraid
that this combination (which is
necessary, believe me) will limit
sales of the game ll
Garth Sumpter

Fighting twin Ilhalsims is especially difficult whet
they elect to wear matching clothes.

A Vega is deadly with his long, raroucheip claws
but Fel Long is not withent his own special moues
including throws

Alanka's electric attack certainly looks
spectocalar but lacks atmosphere Whom a
shocking sound effect.

M I  TURBO

graphics 9 3 %
rune sound 6 9 %

testability    8 0 %
playability    8 2 %

•  workbench version ..... .„ 3.11+
•  linker of disks 1 1
•  RAM 2 • 1 1 +
•  hard drive defioitely mired

()MALI
An honest
attempt that
nearly succeeds.



I

ig game with
that fails to
reel present in
1C1 Shadow
it it may be
Jt for fans of
it still reore-
conversion of

3 we are ever
ga.
land  two
fine game
Der, you also
knd I'm afraid
in (which is
ne) will limit

,
1
1
1
1
•
1
1
a
-

lo-A
looleidoilohliibk

Sr — o
S.

iecially 'Merril when
hes.

Ann •sharp clans
vn special moves

ataucr-

inlv looks
a without a

3-e+
I i
2 l i e +
ly required

9 3 %
6 9 %
8 8 %
8 2 %

,,,E a,
Final
)
0 
D
A new branch on the
Soft Wood Family Tree

_ " : 7
.
7 . W
I E N
P

- -
4
1
;  
A
l  
A
l  
_
d
i  
_
J
I  
_
L
I  
_
A  
J
i
l
.
.
4
4
1  
„
I
i
i
t
i
t
t
a
l
i
t

, , i • I _ _ _ I l c t i m a e l l,.
.

-  :
i i .  
1
9
9
e  
7
,  
L
.
.
1
:
1
7
:
:
0
7
)  
S
l
i
r
q
l  
O
M  
0
0  
_
I

Na•01 Cwr .iior  & A l e s1 Ogc.
501 - U V  50 I  78 ii•J 5 , 8 5 0  00

-  -7- 1 7 4  2 1
1
1  1
3
1
4
8

1  2i
. r f ,
,
,
,  7 s  
2 2 1  
e t - 
7 . 6
D S  
C
O

208 35
374 06 I
A

2 .0 tt'5
9
,
,
0
8
6  
5
0

e 1  997

! I  a i l  yii_ir h U n i t  c-nio,t

!Jr.
At**
Area iirici4e-d

Sc.mei
Curve

144-a,

Don
, Lpato i   I t '  a ..et"Liar i   a . a
.
' ;
Do Pa I  13, I i '  •x
,
0
5
1 1 1 •:e l of f

_ I
i l l  L a b e l ,  2

Lho I

New Final t a k''  is the spretuislwrt imilm owners
lute  horn ' s
a i l i n g  
f o n  
O v r
r  
4  
P ,
( A r
,  
i
n  
d e v
e l o
p m e
n t ,
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tlith to int/idly interface and online help for beginner
and expert alike, Final CA, allows easy PICCePii to the
most extenswe Jim of  features ever - including..
•Coenprelunsive Cell Type definition •Inlimited Ilndo
& Redo •iiiidmnc Font Output •  Pla t
•
kg rOlifi d
• M a th s Functions with coMI/Jrixnaldk
-
al ,
i p a u t u r s

•Dired suppart for PostScript". & Preference Printers •  Print Spooler,
Scaling.Auto-fil Paw Preview and INcencliandscirx pnming options
•2D/31) Graphs with animation •Rcad and Write ba n 12.3 e ik I files
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Final /0
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A Cultivated Approach
la Data Management
Now in its third relense.
Data 3 ' . rrtAinii i t.  ram, of n‘e

and wisp.. medval of ,im pie
data delinji ion and entry • but.
now include, more advanced
features!
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Ism lint ume was can produce
lbw crtvn personal information Res
iminedendy! As you progress, you
a n take even mon advantage at..,

• ca lcu la t io n s •  Slultipit
Line e n t e r  an unlimited anwiten oheT1 for tad record •  ar
ricsernise Query Requester and • WC Final D.ux 3 features such
•Hidden ( Aim s •  Redefinition of luta leg from Ten to a Memo

column) •  Graphics. Sound and Animation (Requires use mat taataispes
bond in workbench 30 or atuset.Why SnotYon become

PERFECTLY INFORMED!
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Who etw but the Maid's leading Amiga iffice  and home
produchrily software developer could offer you such a
wide range mr award winning pmgmins?

A range acclaimed as the laestforyour monputer with
'migrants baring rrce ilvd Amiga Formal

Goki, 4nrega 0,Pnpuffirg Gold & glue Chip Meat*
CU A mixes top Rated a la i many otbers worldwide

Final Wri ter  4 -Li te
Word ProceisorPtabitsber

Now Final Writer is an ideal
companion for  Amiga users
with single or twin floppy drives•

— a n d  a lower memory size too!
• Final Writer 4 Limo- - now enables more Amiga owners

to take advantage of most of Final Writer 4 i features. All
you need is an Amiga with a minimum of 2Mb of free RAM
and Workbench 2. Of course, should you upgrade your
Amiga, you'll be able to upgrade your software too.

• Final Copy II" • registered owners can take adsantage of
a special upgrade offer - call for details and prices.
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Final Writer 4
- Word ProcessorPubasber

most powerful Amiga word
processor for the highest performance
& most comprehensive range of features
including its unique Grammar Checker!

• TextEllociis'" • .o  pos,t:ur, text at any size and angle
• FastDraw Plus' -  versatlie selection of graphics tools
• Touchtools'" & PowerUser Bats" - One touch commands
• PerfectPrintn• - You Just can't print better on your Amiga
• French, German and Norwegian dictionary options
• Output PostScript
.
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Supplied with 100 images and 120 outline fonts FREE!
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Final Data 3
-

A powerful yet simple to use
database with extensive features
enhancing your potential to store
important information EASILY.

Final Calc
-

The answer to every spreadsheet
users' dreams! With its flexible
modes of operation, its ideal for
beginners and experts alike.

• Layered sheets for multiple linked spreadsheet operation
• Advanced printing and font handling with auto-fit to

page(s) and complete document scaling
• Va st choice of graph styles including 3D and animated

to show calculation results actually as they progress
• Unlimited number of Undo and Redo events with listing
• Lotus 1-2-3 _WK1 compatible & full text file import/export
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• Easy definition of columns for categories of information
such as name, house number, street town. county, postal
code, phone number etc. - no unfamiliar commands!

• 13 uilt-in routines for rapid label printing
• Print/mail merge with word processors
• 'Memo' feature, acting like a 'Post-It' note, to enter

large amounts of text within any record
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FLEXIDLIMP 3

4 C o l o u r  Ci t i T e n  S W i f t I A B C 7 2 4 0

1999

/1999
4 Colour Citizen Swift (Reload) • 1999
4 Colour Star LCIO

1999

110.99
4 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin

Star LC24-3011..C240 5 black reloads

112.99
4 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin (Reload) 17.99
4 Colour Star LC200 24 Pin 1199

04 Colour Star 24 Pin (Reload) 19.99
1 Colour Star LC 10 19.99
1 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin 19_99
I Colour all Star 24 Pin 19.9

9I Colour Epson FX80,1Q400/14X80 _19.99
I Colour Epson LX80 1999

Colour Panasonic KXP 1080 19.99
Wide range of other ribbons available.

Citizen Swift'AB012.0D 5 black reloads 1999
Star LCIO'20/100 5 black reloads 14,99
Star LC24 Range 5 black rekeds 1999
Sethoshis 9011,24COSL95!96 5 Mack reloads 1999
Epson Fxsat000 Range 5 black reloads 111.99
Star LC24-3011..C240 5 black reloads 11499

LOUR PRINTER RIBBONS
ireNO MORE BANDING

NO MORE WHITE LINES
COLOUR GRAPHICS LIKE
VOUVE NEVER SEEN BEFORE
Yes its true the new flexi 3 will remove handing &
white tines from dot matrix & bubblejet printers
Now you can have laser quality on dot matrix printers.
Other new features include: -

• Balance etM1104 for picture enhancement •
Select area to be printed•Select size to be printed •
Page Control.Colour Seise • InkConection •
Automatic poster mode for larger than A4 *
Gamma correction '  Spooler for colour letter
heads etc • Colour separation • Now with
Anti-Aliasing to gel rid of jagged edges
I Arne range of dithering (dot pattern)
Variable levels of shingling to totally remove
handing 'white lines!' Colour catalogue function
will print a Mina'MT of each picture_ Confi garahle
between I t o  it accross. • Star. Citizen, Panasonic,
NEC. Epson. Cannon. Hewlett Packard and Just
about any dot matrix or inkjet bubblejcvLaserjet printer.
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UPGRADE FLEXIDUMP TO FLEXIDUMP 3,
ONLY f 1495 INC. RETURN MASTER DISK
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)(her form of word
*noting luxury as a
marketing term, Whel
les a lad, washing with
..ux soap meant going to school
smelling like a girl. I used to spend
ail my pocket money buying spring
onion crisps just to try and smell
normal (for a kid anyway) and this
has scarred me for life. And what
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G l o o m is  st i l l  a  ro c k i n i  g a me ,  b u t  t o
m a k e  t h e  h o mi c i d a l  p u n t e rs  e v e n
h ap p ie r M a r k  Sib ly  h a s  g o n e  a n d
u p d a t e d  t h e  g ra p h ic s .

ILI See erne is in this year tor kilb•ret arposnintee marines.

crappy radio and side
R!!•oes thrown in for an

• E500

Skle striroas
So I wasn't that

impressed with the name
Gloom Deluxe and I was

right: it's just Gloom with side
stripes. These side stripes are pret-
ty impressive mind you, they allow
anyone with an 020 processor or
better and 2Mb of RAM to run the
game. Which means if you have an
ECS machine with an accelerator
you're in business That said, it
worked perfectly well on our office
A3000 but refused to load on our
upgraded A600 (using the Apollo
620 board with 4Mb RAM), Further
support is provided for those with
graphics boards in big box Amigas.
You can open it up in a resizable
window on your Workbench and

have no end of multi-
tasking fun and games.
The graphics modes
run in 4x4, 2x2 Or lx i
pixel modes or various
combinations like 2x1
etc and this allows you
to tailor the game's
speed to your machine.
If you have an AGA
Amiga you will only
buy this version of
Gloom for its lx i  pixel
resolution and to enter-
tain any idea of running

--
it Maid alit dime on Ike resolution scale and
Mop hum  iO33 &dined. Ibis a 2k2 hid pod

it in this mode you'll
need an accelerator,
Smooth isn't the word
if you've got heaps of • —
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RAM and a 33MHz 030
or better, though to get fast and
playable full screen action in 'I xl
pixel mode you'll need a SOMHz
030 or 040. 2x2 was the standard
for the original version and the
game is more than reasonable
this, so if you've got a fast ECS
machine this is the mode to gf
,4x4 pixel mode must have beet
included by Sibly as some
joke. Pixels the size of lollipops are
hardly conducive to playing an all
singing and dancing action game.

Any changes?
But, er, that's it from a practical
point of view. Gameplay seems
more involving but, more impor-
tantly, the game map itself doesn't
appear to have changed at all. It's
still one of the fastest and most
competitive shoot 'em ups on
Amiga but I would seriously baulk
at recommending that anyone
upgrade to this version.

If you are a new purchaser,
interested in buying Gloom for the
first time then get Gloom Deluxe
as opposed to Gloom: if you have:
the machine spec to run it, the 'I xl
pixel mode makes it well worth
while. But even if you've got a
screaming fast AGA Amiga and
you've already completed or nearly

\ Memo W$ km resolution line, and Wealpolo
a bit pen a p t  Ts pic makes it look pet!

GAME REVIEW

A fake a blast el this ii you dare.

completed Gloom it's definitely not
worth the upgrade.

As for non-AGA machines the
jury is out. It wouldn't work on my
A620, but it was gorgeous on
Mat's A3000 with its box bursting
wagonload of RAM and its GVP
Spectrum graphics card. if you
have the latter specification then it
would make a fine investment, but
on smaller machines we haven't
been able to test it end I suspect
4x4 pixel mode would have to be
used on some. As a new game in
highest resolution it's worth over
90%, in 4x4 pixel mode it's worth
about 60%. As an upgrade it falls
short of what I hoped. Mark Sibly,
please. .deliver Gloom 2 soon and
make it Gloom Deluxe with new
baddies and a new map! Ill
Alan Dykes

ROOM DELUXE

hise
Al200

Al SOO

A2111111

/anon

AABOR

•  workbench version 1 . 3 +
•  number al disks 2
•  RAM 2 • 1 1
•  hard disk installable y e s

OVERALL
Tarted op
version of a
great game
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SUPER SKIDMARKS-DATA DISK i

graphics 8 1 %
sound 8 4 %
lastability  8 4 %
playability  9 2 %
Of
12 uacks (or
M .  Good lun,
net good value

GAME REVIEW

SuperSlacimarke
•  Price: E14.99 •  Publisher: Acid Software (C, 01302 890 000

Al re a d y  a  ra c i n g  c lass ic ,  c a n  t h is
u p g ra d e  f a c e  t h e  a c i d  t e s t ?

nyone who's already
lined up on the grid in
Super Skidmarks 2 will
know that the game is

unashamedly excellent, and has
already won its place on the
Grand Prix podium of all time
racing classics. Those of you who
are die hard racing fans and
spend most of the time in flame-
retardant underwear, may even
remember that SS2 was released
last May as an upgraded version
of the original Blitz Basic offering.
It would seem that Skidmarks has
now been upgraded more times
than Pamela Anderson's big top
- so after so much cosmetic
surgery, can anyone still see the
original point?

Rest assured, my metaphor
remains accurate: even after a lot
of cutting and tucking Skidmarks
is still beautiful to look at. But
poke me in the eye with Tommy
Lee if I can notice any real
cosmetic improvements in this
update. According to Guildhall 'it
loads better and plays better but.
having had Cu Amiga Magazine's
original copy mysteriously disap-
pear !give it back Rick, Alan will
forgive you). I wasn't really in a
position to test this.

P rac tice  lap
For anyone Out there without a
clue about what Super Skidmarks
2 is all about, let me explain.
There are eight types of vehicle to
race with, from the Humble Mini
through Porches, big wheeled off
road type trucks up to an Fl car
and even a supercharged cow!

V kid here we the 12 hew tracks that you're ming
fur along with three men championships
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A The Bikini Plalhi in all its glory

These machines each have their
own unique handling characteris-
tics which can even be further tai-
lored to suit almost everyone's
style of racing. Furthermore, you
can also race up to four human
players against each other at a
time - twice this amount if you
have a serial cable and a mate
with another Amiga.

So just what so you get for
your fifteen notes? Well, there's
12 new tracks, three new champi-
onship modes and an uprated
program that improves the serial
support and the loading routines.
Acid have also written a new
converter to replace the old one,
thus giving better support to
Imagine users who want to draw,
import and use their own cars,
cattle or cantaloupes for racing.
But wasn't this already available
with Super Skidmarks 2? Acid do
seem to be gilding the lily as the
only really new item has to be the
12 tracks. These do vary from
rather simple ovals through the
whole gamut of banked curves,
crossovers, jumps and even icy
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tracks which will certainly give the
already converted something new
to aim for.

Home straight
Is all this worth it? Well you'll ulti-
mately have to decide but I think
that for the cash Acid should
really have included a simple to
use track editor this time around.
After all, the data disk doesn't
really add that much for your hard
earned cash and as you must
already have the game in order to
use the data disks, this doesn't
really seem a just reward for loyal
customers. It's a shame too,
because with the inclusion of a
track editor the floodgates could
have been really opened up for
players to race against their
friends with renewed vigour on
their very own tracks.

Of course if you're a wiz with
Imagine then you'll do OK, but
what about regular folks like me

; 0111K1115111
3

A One et the new tracks in high res

p w , .11.11
MIME POTTLE (   w r e n s  ; X
ISO 'rfetRIN 1   H E M P  Mott:

7r1
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A There ire three new chlenpienships; r e f  l ag Pally and the Fromm Jelly which is a rail slippery

who don't know their art from
their elbow?

Ultimately though you do
get another dozen layouts for
what is still a classic racing game
And you'd never know, Mark Sibly
may be encouraged to produce
another version.•
For r est Sump(ter )

• warkbench sersiaa 1 . 3 +
•  number oi dunks 3
•  RAM  O n +
•  bard disk installable y e s



tracks in Ince res.
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DATA DISK
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7 BIT SOFTWARE
St Floor Offices, 2/8 Market Street
aketield, West Yorkshire. WF1 1DH
EL: 01924 366982 FAX: 01924 200943

EMAIL: sales@bit17.clemon.co.uk
WW: http://www_demon.co.uldbit17

Office Hours Mon - Sat 9:00 To 5:30
Answerphone At All Other Times
Bit 5th Dimens ion
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3351 to 3870. Something
here for everyone!

'Llo to 17 Bits high standards....
.ers every aspect of Amiga PD
Amiga Computing issue 94

selection of software is excellent...
recommended". "Top grade stuff"

88% Cu Amiga DEC 95.

AnWorx 29.99

£19.99

nds of colour images
by computer artists from

the world. A must for
with a colour printer!

ideal colour clopart!

Encounters

mitTOUrkTia

THE L 7
1:1Herant

E14.99

Everything you could possibly want
to know about UFOs, Coverups,

Top Secret Projects, Conspiracies
and MUCH, MUCH more!

i f  you have a keen interest in ufology or
are looking for some convincing evidence.
look no further.
- ' C o v e r  
e v e r
y  
b u d
d i n g

urologists dreams.."
91% Amiga Computing FEB 96

Licenceware CD E29.99

ntains the complete collection
,0111.001 to F1-100_ This CDIS worth well over E500 if the

included were purchased
rately. Superb value
,

ES WEIRDY NIGHTMARE Fl Licenceware Demo
• AKON F -
I 
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',TER Va l Horse Racing Game (F
-
1 D e m o )

• _  -- AC V2.0 Ft Licenceware Demo
• * BCD) CHARLEY CAT ANN Camera-Raderie 2.5MB

•ABCD) ULTIMATE LIBRARIES Collection Of Libraries
THIRD DIMENSION #21 3D Construction Kit Meg
TOTAL SPECIES Arcade Adventure game
SHANGHAI COLLECTION Includes 5 Variations
.SD LEGAL TOOLS TNG re3 The Next Generation Of phis

-SD LEGAL TOOLS TNG s2 More Hot LSD Tools
LEGAL TOOLS TNG #1 New Series 01 LSD Tools

PHANTOM Superb Defender Clone
C.111LDRENS EDUCATION Compilation Of 7 Kids Programs
REMDATE V2.2 Address Book, Calendar. Phonebook Etc
iAB) NFA. DOS DEDOS MIS AMIGA 13 Track Music Demo
ABG TO WB3#1 Beginners Guide To W83.0
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PRO LOTTERY 96 Lottery Prediction Program
DREAM WITH ME Superb AGA Only Demo
LAB) MINDPROBE Another Excellent AGA Demo
NO' Polker Bros AGA Demo
CRAZY-SEXY-COOL AGA Only Demo
SPUI V3.1 Latest Release Of Magic User Interlace
BLOBBLE DEMO Platform Game
.
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THE ZX FILES #2 Speccy Disk Meg
uGHT DRIVE Uses Amiga To Drive Disco Lights
LAB) FLASH V FLASH UNITS More Photo Tutorial
ASSASSINS Al200 FIXES #3 More AGA Fixes From ASI
THE ZOO #1 UNBORN Alternative AGA Disk Mag
THIRD DIMENSION s20 3D Construction Kit Disk Mag
PARASITE Ft licenceware Game Demo
•ZSOFT COLLECTION Being 95 & Rock Hard Willy
FIGP ACCESSORIES Split Time, Lap Time. Display Etc

•GP ED V3.10 Very Latest FIGP Editor
- : J S  5 UTILS #2 Opus PIP, Opus List + AREXX
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ELSTORM DEMO Superb AGA Hand Drawn Artwork
'4TER DRIVERS DISK Includes BJC 600/4000 Driver

STUDIO Utils A Drivers For Star Printers
SPEED V1.1 System Speed Tester. MUI Required

=MOUSE V1.1 Modular Screen Blanker. MUI Required
DYSSE
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•GIC PAINT BOX Demo Of Fl GOLD Title
"R V3.24 Good Dcpus Clone

Grolier Enc.
CO

£26.99

Aminet Set 1

41"7511
;£24.99

POSTAGE RATES
[UK] Disk  Orders 50p C D s  75p Each.
[EU] Disk  Orders l t r k  CD's  El .00 Ea.
[OE] Disk  Orders 209/0 CD's  C1.50 Ea.

MAX POSTAGE PAYABLE
[UK] Disk  Orders 50p CD's  E1.50
[EU] Disk  Orders 109
1
0 C D ' s  
£ 4 . 0 0

[OE] Disk  Orders 20% CD's  E6.00

ALL ORDERS SENT 1ST CLASS POST / AIRMAIL

LINi,

AMINET 10
STOCK

NOW!
E14.99

Nothing But GIFS AGA

E19.99
CD32 OK!

Fed up with CD's that promise super
quality pictures which turn Out to be
poor 32 or even 16 colour scans?

this CD contains only the BEST, all
AGA only, 256 colour pictures which
cover many areas. Ideal for DIP &

clipart but simply amazing to look at!
EVERY image included was hand
selected for quality. Guaranteed!

Arcade Clscs

C14_99

Gateway CD

£9.99

Official Oc tamed 6 E29,99

includes the latest version of the
-
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Amiga along with 600MB of
ules, midi files and samples.
inc full Walkabout collection'

AGA Experience

1.

Experignce

E19.99

ALL ° Uhl  AMI Li A
DISKS ARE ONLYMOO

EACH

WE WILL
PRICE MATCH
ANY STOCK CD FOUND
CHEAPER ELSEWHERE

Anime Babes

•

£19.99
CD32 OK!

This CD contains well over 5000
GIF images in the hand drawn

Japanese ANIME tradition.
All the images contained are of an
ADULT nature and therefore, this

title cannot be supplied to anyone
under 18. All images can be

viewed direct from the CD via a
custom menu on PC, Amiga & CD32

Horror Sensations El 9.9

Not one for the squeamish!
This adult orientated horror CD

contains LOTS of gore. Not
to be purchased by anyone

with a faint disposition!

Adul t Sens.  2

£19.99

Phase 4

_ '
.
I .P M A S t • •

E9.99

Assassi ns 2

E19.99

Amos Release 2
•
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WWW: http:Mmww.demon_co.ukibit17
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1112-PD
10 PD DISKS FOR A FIVER FROM A LIBRARY OF 12,500+, BLANK DISKS WITH LABELS AT E2.50 FOR 10,

TRADE AND BULK DEALS ON BLANKS MUCH, MUCH CHEAPER THAN ANYWHERE ELSE IN THIS MAGAZINE!
OUR CATDISKS CAN BE DOWNLOADED RIGHT NOW FROM MIDNIGHT EXPRESS BBS, THE UK'S COOLEST I

AND BEST BBS ON 01384 865626 OR THEIR NEW LINE, 01384 826282 RIGHT NOW

SPECIAL OFFERS, EXTREMELY LIMITED, RING NOW...
Now available: 20 or 30 Meg PCMCIA Hard Drives for the A600 or Al200, do not require any diffi cult
instalation, ultra fast, do not void warranty and fi lled with our PD FREE if required! Ring up for details on
pnce and availability, highly recommended portable storage devices, phone orders taken so get asking,
very cheap, ring for latest price and be amazed!

Bulk blank disks, White Shadow high quality disks imported from Europe. prices ridiculously low so this
offer will only be open for a limited period, 250 E52.50, 500 C.55.00, 1000 t140.00!!! These prices inc lude
labels, p+p, and free formatting to Amiga 837K or M I K  if required, please specify. This offer is only open
while stocks last, ONLY 200,000 available this month, ring up now or miss out, missus! We supply a lot of
the companies in this magazine for blanks, get them direct from us at our outrageously low prices_

Our PD is cheap, it s very cheap. In fact here are our piddly prices

' D e p t  C U 1
1 1 . 1 1 I ' B o x
1 4 L i n c o t h s h i r e

E , N 11  8 L F
U n i t e d  K i n g d o m

0 1 5 0 7  4 5 0 11 4

Other services include fl atbed scanning, digit iz -
ing, sound sampling, membership, PD swaps,
foreign PD available in large numbers, brand
new and direct from the authors! Our member-
ship for one years Catdisk update (24 disks!) is
only E6.00, get the latest PD available within
minutes of it being released, and our fab disks
for a year without bothering to ask for it each
month. Platinum membership is E15.00, and
entitles you to 10'Ve off PD, a year's Catdisks as
they're released, 30''iri off scanning, 30% off
blanks as PD, 25% off scanning, 30% off sam-
pling, etc. etc, etc! Don't miss it, or you'll cry for
days!! !

V12-PD welcomes all loyal Amiga users out there!

Hato How are you? Me'? Oh I 'm twe. thanks I ni here to let yeu not', a bog secret t t 's about PT), not just any PD Ow says. turning up hos Mai collies and urea9ty shuffling his hands in he pockets...) NS PO from the
bog at V12 I 'm  la in  ye  boss it  an I Ike no PD ya bought bettors. rt's cheeps. they got more muscle behnd a l l  than da other t o r
-
t a le s p u t  M a e d a  a n d  a l l  t h o s e  
s e r v i c e s .  t h e y  
m u s t  h a v e  
s a n e  s e r i o u s  
r a c k e t s  
g o i n g .

boss I ain't yenta but I sire  am scared_

BM. yes. enough of the ginster impressions let 's get clove
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he with sone rnone svelte uniess you warrt a he of this rnatia2ine clear to doodle crt

1-5 DISKS 65P EACH
6-9 DISKS 60P EACH
10+ DISKS 50P EACH

P&P is only 50p on any size order"
Disks are 25p each including p&p if you supply the blanks!

A be Impressive, eh? Just compare our prices to any other PO library in this Mag, and see it we an t thecheeipest library of any sue t  bet we are. And compare our disks, have any of na,r competition got 12,500i
, d i s k sto otter, we have over twice the Ernount or disks that most converters have, and men 10,000 more than sane that have been going for years longer then us! IS l im e  you changed over to the high speed, turbo
cherged company with attitude? Don't miss out any longer just get one of eas Catdisks ard see what's happening al the shErp end of the PD world
The advert is not like the other ores these beer, ebserved by a l you PO tans cut there. 'it ts see we don I put endless lets of disks on outs. simply because i s  poreless o r l y  know whether a program was
good 4 you actually owned it aimady with ant the Idle of it silly 5 word tiesonetion to go on. Sc, yve don't bother with all that seem:vegans, we save the marketing for the Caidisk, arr:i what a Catdisk it is! You may also
notce our adverts actually Charge each month, unlike some..
Wlvere WEIS I, oh was, Cab:asks. Our two d isk catalogue is a masterpiece, it s undoubtedly the hest and most entertaining Caldisir that 3 first class stamps could bey you. It's a he two diske, with details ol o r  entire
12.920., disk fangs on it, not just a few of it e m  each and every one locluding lull conteots letng for all the 'lied fish delis, scope. LSO legal toots assassins , merything! There's no more to shell ovit tor with us' Not
orty the witty, hurnomeus. handsome listno . but the presenteeco An optional Ram instailatioe menu for speeds of over 300K a SeCCrld on your screen to m  crunched Ascii test files make this the tastes] Catclisk on
earth! Compatitilay? No problem. this carMogue riot only works on every Amiga from WB 1
2  t o  3 . 1 .  i t  e v e n  d e t e c t s  
w h a t  A m i g a  
i t  8  
i n ,  a n d  
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socks, samples, full pont and o ick mouse moat systern,animation. intro. heck even an animated advert for o r  company on ft. rio effort is spared for your delight
!New otters from Our buddies at Mdnght Express include 9600 BPS modeirrs for £49 99(!), 14.400 BPS modems for El 09.99 and 33.600 BPS modems ieng tor avalithility and price), They cati be contacted by the BBS
ramben above with a  rricdwn b y voce 010130477172. or by mail (no. that old way?) At 21 Tiled House Lane, erierley 1441. West Midlands 015 4LG.

New packs we've put together tor you this month are the tollowrg:

Arrow: from beginner to wiener DO) C4.50 incIPSOl
Ten delta of tutorials and M ites os everything, from workbench. to erinang_ Artwork animating. music internet and commit, raytracing, you name it. it 's here

The best games available en the Amiga PO scene. riciodes the leovnings Po e . &onetime. the worms done. mash. a super piatformer called Nicky 2, a brillartt shoot em up caled missies Over Xenon. the te5tP0
PO Gold vol 1+2 tBI e4.00 (rid p&p!

shoot ern up ever, Deluxe Galegalt2.5, and a superb role playerOungeons ol Avalon 2 Recteved over 90% in reviews is 4 meas. Game of the Month in 3 of tram!
Mr Maistio Music Ve I  (10i C4.50 indi p&p!
Contains the best music program in PD. Ouadro Composer V2.1. and 5 disks of modules, as web as 3  disks pecked with a huge range of &wholes to plink pronk with
,
10 dicks of system checkers and enhancers, Wus Kilers, latest version of der, SAN e r ,and Virus Check,  Vrus Workshop. memory checkers and clearance, de tragmenters D D s .  HD install set up. everything youArniga's Priin Pill Pack (1 0) ;2
4
.5 0  k i d  
P R O

need to keep the Arnga healthy! Specify vvesch Amiga.
Pixel Perlectien Vol 1 00) E
4
.
5 0  r i c l

A superb graphics pack, with art utaties galore. contains, converters. manipulators, nppers, lu ll paint packages. and over 250 cipart images ot a  very vaned nature!

A superb peck for video bang, disk bresentbon or intros. inokries 3 disks of utlis fer anmating, Titling, Conv n g
ert e t c .  and 9 disks of video type lents, Large, bold colourful. appros 5C0 in a lVideo Maniacs Pack 1 112) E.5.50 p a p !

Compugraphic font pack 1 (15) £5.50 Ind p&p
Appros 170 compugraphic resolable fonts on 15 disks, suitable for Wortrworth etc, superb epairly and a good price, rridauS!.
GOMM
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12 Asks of AGA girls, neliding some lamp.*  names, over 18's only! superb quality pics
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phone banking For an Order oven the phone. please haVe your cheque bcok needy for the eczema number. visa not required. but a cheque book is/
For your catdisks. send 3 In t  class stamps to the address above, go on, you know what you want to and start Parng a respectable Omsk)
,  P O
.
We have a new teleobono Ins for enquiries out cr office hours rlOarn-Sprni. it is 0378 135 034. Pease nny this I re restead of our office I re  at any other' time then office hours.

Greets go o i l  to DeEm Kr *  of Midnight Erpress BBS (lets think round and shay!), Rob Duval., Stefan Manus
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Price: E29.99 •  Publisher: Mirage t  01260 299909

0  nilst the Amiga has

always had an excellent
range of combat flight
sims, including Gunship

2000 and Knights Of The Sky,
choices for commercial or civil
aviation are somewhat more limit-
ed with the only previous options
being Microsoft's ancient Flight
Simulator and the original Airbus
4320. When launched. Airbus was
nailed as being a totally accurate
simulation with prospective pilots
able to send away for their own
wings and supposedly rack up
valid flight time on the sim. To try
to retain Airbus as king of the
serious' flight sims. Mirage have
low released Airbus A320 11, as 'a
significant update o f  the first
dame which adds improved flight
nformation systems and naviga-
tional displays. uprated autopilot
functions and new destinations
-
-
d 
n
u
m
e
r
o
u
s 
o
t
h
e
r  
a
d
d
i
t
i
o
n
s
.

In the hanger
The package contains the soft-
.',rare on one disk, a huge Pilot's
manual, three high altitude en-
touto charts and a set of
approach charts. Sadly however
Do close inspection, the docu-
mentation proves to be poorly
translated and littered with
spelling mistakes. To its credit,
the manual does contain a wealth
of information on the principles of

Fl ight Piaci
WIT
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Trm orrr
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A b tie flight Controller's office y DV gm to fill sot
a l i t*  plan dealing your starting point, destinattoo,
lot ember ol passengers. your cargo and tool load.

Yo u 're  t o o  s lo w,  y o u ' re  t o o  h e a v y  a n d  y o u  c a n ' t  s h o o t
anyth ing . Fans o f  h ig h  e x c i t e me n t  s t e e r  c l e a r

A hot exactly the most thrilliol cockpit ova oh
,
flight but is so poorly organised
(the loading and configuration
instructions appear several chap-
ters after the tutorials!) that its
necessary to flip back and forth
through its many pages to find
the information you need to get
your plane off the ground.

On loading the program it
becomes clear that the quality of
the presentation hasn't really
improved since the first version.
The mouse pointer jerks around
the screen clumsily as you
attempt to fill out your flight plan
with start and destination points,
fuel requirements and estimated
departure times Instead of allow-
ing you to pick your destination
from a nice friendly menu, Airbus
makes you dive back into the doc-
umentation to find the relevant
acronym from its list of over a
hundred airports in Europe and
the United States and the tables
for estimated fuel loads needed
to reach them.

Correctly determining the fuel
requirements is just one of the
many factors that can influence
your career as an commercial
pilot i n  order to extend Airbus'

1 : 1  t__Lm

111•111•11,.:•.stg. ,rwe awallo n azg alo rrrt•

life-span, the game features a
duty mode whereby you can
climb the ladder from a rookie
right up to the lofty heights of
Chief Pilot.

Promotions and demotions are
awarded based on various perfor-
mance factors including how
straight you hit the runway on
touchdown and whether you had
to use any reserve fuel to reach
your destination. Once you've
completed your flight plan you
can check out the expected
weather conditions before moving
to the cockpit. In training mode
you can set up parameters for
visibility and cloud cover but on
switching to duty mode expect
the worst as the computer selects
them randomly. Once the weather
report's done you can finally climb
into the cockpit and take off.

On  co u rse
To set up the Airbus' navigational
system you have to refer to the
charts once more and tap in the
relevant co—ordinates for your
start and destination points. This
done, it's time to fire up the
engines and taxi out onto the run-

GAME REVIEW

way. Commendable as it is to
see ambitious projects

such as Airbus on the
, Amiga, particularly at a
• t i m e  when software
I s u p p o r t  has never

been more important,
• I ' m  sorry to say that

this misses the mark on
many counts. Whilst by

no means essential, the in-
game presentation screens in
Airbus are uninspired. Couple this
with a cockpit that looks dull and
flat, even as drab 3D visuals slow-
ly creep by, and you'll be instantly
reminded of games which rightly
belong in an age long since past.

Lacking the immediate appeal
of combat-orientated games, sim-
ulations such as this need more
than simple 'fly from A to B'
missions to sustain interest. How
about trying to land a plane in
heavy rain at night with howling
cross-winds and a dodgy engine?
This would be just as compelling
as dog -fighting a Mig. But nothing
ever goes wrong in / t i t
-
b u s ,  y o u  
j u s t

go from one airport to another then
back again. Impressive as the flight
characteristics of this simulation
may be, it's a soulless experience.

Fans of the original Akbus will
find a more up-to-date suite of
controls and instruments, but lit-
tle else ,
. o 
r e c
o m m
e n d  
i
t
.  
•

A G Morgan

AIRBUS A3201I

graphics  5 6 %
soond 4 4 %
lastability  4 1 %
playability  5 2 %
OefilAtt

Dated flight 5 0
sim. For Jumbo
fanatics only

liworkbench
•  louder of disks
El Wel
•  herd disk installable ye s
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Al A  M  P
Lullabies and

fairy stories are
learned at your
mother's knee,
but Vampyra

gleaned all she
knows at some
other low joint!
If you'd like to

take advantage of
her knowledge

why not drop her
a line.

Op era t io n
S tea lthS tea lth

have just bought a bracelet from
a man on the beach after escaping
from the water. I now find myself
stuck. After speaking to the recep-
tionist in the hotel I learn that my
baggage is in my room. Where is
my room and how do I get in as I
have no key? And how and where
do I get hold of the key?

Cheryl Dawn, High Wycombe.

This isn't the Ritz darling and there
are no porters to show you to your
room. What you should do is look in
all of the rooms until you find your
one. Just think of all the fun you'll
have stumbling in on people who
aren't expecting you!

And why do you want a key?
What do you intend doing in your
room that you need to lock the door?

I f  you really insist on going
straight to your room then take the
lift to the second floor and walk up
the stairs to the third. Go east and
operate the door on the right.

D u n g e o nQ u e s t
gotten past the dragon, gone

west and then south, I've also
jumped over to the other side of

Alvant la
the idol but I can't get past the
door here. There is no sign of a
knob, handle or keyhole. I don't
know if I've got the ring but I
know where to get it. Do I need
the ring and how do I get
through the door?

Joe James, Shrewbury .

I have a lovely diamond ring which
people often admire and say.
"Goodness Vampyra, what a lovely
diamond ring." Believe me honey,
'Goodness' had nothing to do with
my getting that ring!

The exact commands you need
are: jump, look door, look box, use
sword. east.

L e is u re  S u i t
L a r ry  2
I have landed on the tropical
island from the cruise ship. I've
been into the jungle and picked
the pretty flowers. I've met the
Russian agents and I've thrown
the flowers at them, but they still
take me hostage. Help?

John Howsan, Motherwell.

The answer to your problem is a bit
of a drag and you're the one who's
going to have to wear it. Yes, it's
time to suck your stomach in, stick
your chest out and pretend you're a
gorgeous girl! What do you think
your friends will say? Perhaps they
won't be surprised at all.

Having arrived on the island you
must travel through the jungle
(grabbing a flower on-route) and
make your way to the restaurant.
Steal a knife and leave. Next loca-
tion to visit is the Guest Room
where you must take the matches
and soap. A trip to the barbers is
next, where you'll to be turned into
a blonde. Then nip back to the nud-
ist beach to find a bikini bottom.
This bottom will match up with the
bikini top you should have found at
the bottom of the swimming pool
on-board the cruise ship. Now
you've got a costume to change into

back at the Guest House. You'll
need to stuff the bikini top with soap
and then return to the barbers to get
your hairy legs waxed. What we
girls have to suffer to be beautiful.

B a n e  o f  t h e
C o s m i c  F o r g e
I have a few questions about this
adventure which I would like
answered. Are Queeoueg and
I:Montes useful alive, or should I
kill them? What is the mystery oil
for? How do I read the
Deadman's Log and the King's
Diary? Who arid where is
Snoopcheri? That's the lot, now
please help?

Robert Rowe, Beckenham.

Queequeg certainly is useful for he
can tell you the answer to many
things, i f only you knew how to ask
the questions which is the whole
trouble with this otherwise brilliant
game. Talk to him about treasure
and mountains and he'll reveal the
password to the Captain's Den. (The
password is Skeleton Crew.)

To read the Headman's Log you
first need to find the Decoder Ring
which is in the second section of the
lower level. The ring is on the hand
of a skeleton who died in chains.

You cannot read the King's Diary
just yet, again you need a special
item. Later you'll see this item 'in
the stars'. The Mystery Oil is used
to ease open a rusty panel which
controls a drawbridge -  you haven't
reached that part yet.

Snoopcheri is a dog which
L'Montes has lost. Return his dog to
him and he'll reward you.
,Snoopcheri can be found by using
the noxious cheese in front of a
mousehole in a certain room.

Eye o f  t h e
B e h o ld e r  I I
I have explored the dungeons  as
far as I can and have now gone
back upstairs - right to the top

Beldar the Brave,
Forgotten Realms.

floor. I have unlocked doors,
smashed lots of  bat statues an
found a teleporting thing in a h
den corner. You can go through
the teleporter three ways. The
first takes you to a room with a
key and three jewels in it. The
floor in the middle of the room
is 'soft'. Because there are no
doors Out of this room I feel
sure the exit has something to
do with this part of the room.
Please help.

PS. There is also an annoyin
mouth upstairs which says:
"None shall pass without the
sign of the Dark Moon", Where
do I get  this s ign f rom?

You may be brave, but you ain't too
bright. In the niche of the south
wall is a red gem. I f  you also place
the blue and green gem in this
niche, the wall will open. The soft
ground is just the place to plant a
seed - a Tropekt Seed. You'll find
this item after you get through that
magical wall. (Incidentally, Tropel
is an anagram for teleport)

On level three of the Silver
Tower there stands a pedestal with
the imprint of a hand upon it. Wh
you place your hand on the imprint
you will be branded with the mark
of the Dark .Woon. I t will only hurt
for  a moment. Be brave and don't
cry and I might just come and kiss
better. You wish! •

If you'xe got a little problem
with your favourite Role Playing
Game and would like Vamp to
help you out, drop her a line at
CU Amiga Magazine. Priory

Court 30-32 Farringdon Lane.
London ECIR 3AU.

SOMETHING
WHICH HAS
ALWAYS
PUZZLED ME IS
'WHY I s "
ABBREVIATION"
SUCH A LONG.
LONG WORD?'
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EVERYTHING you need to know!
Iwo unique new illustrated guides, reviml all the 1411C11134
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H i Q  L i m i t e d  Serving the Amiga User since 1988
Why not try our Internet site at www.hig.co.uk

Multimedia PowerStation options for all Amigas

Speakers not included

PowerStation Specifications
1. 2 0 0  Watt power supply for complete Systems including

monitor on one power switch, (your Amiga power lead needed.)
2_ G o o d  looking high quality steel construction.
3_ F i v e  drive bays, Vanous mounting configurations.
4. I d e a l  monitor stand and cables slide underneath.
5. S O N Y  2.4 speed CD-Rom drive.
6. S iames e  PC upgrade compatible.
7. L o w  cost when compared to single drive cases.
8. D O E S  NOT VOID WARRANTY,

Desktop PowerStation pack price.
Includes Sony 2.4 speed SCSI CDRom + Squirrel

NEW PRICE E279.95 Call for other options.
Ask for Surfing Squirrel version.

Siamese Tower Version

Speakers not included
"OE

!!Al200 3.5" STAR DRIVE BUYS!!
JTS 540mb Only 1159_95 U L T R A  SLIM
JTS 840mb Only E199.95
JTS drives formatted, and Magic Workbench
plus PD Software installed. Includes cable pack.
Fits as easy as a 2.5" Drive, call for details.
Free fitting for personal callers.
UK Post & Packing E7 (CityLink)
SCSI Drives
Quantum 840mb Lightning,

VISA
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TEL 01525 211327 C a l l  for brochure F A X  01525 211328
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N E W  L O W  F I X E D  P R I  EAttention Dealers
Ring/Fax No\A/ for  bes t  t r ade pr ic es

and terms  on  Repairs , Spares , F loppy
Drives, Har d Drives, CD Rom Drives

and Memor y  Upgrades .
FAST TURNARO UND

-* 9 0  DAYS WARRANTY O N ALL REPAIRS!!
E l  0 EXTRA CHARGE FOR WHILE-U-WAIT SERVICE

COURIER CHARGES E 6 -0 0  + VAT EACH WAY
A l  5 0 0 , A2 0 0 W A3 0 0 0 1 A4 0 0 0  E O U O T A T I O N
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2•5" H A R D  D R I V E S
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For A 600  8( A l  200 0._-ft
80Mb E 6 9 . 9 5  170Mb  E 9 9 . 9 5  340Mb E 1 6 9 . 9 5
120Mb  E 8 4 . 9 5  258Mb E 1 2 9 . 9 5  510Mb E 2 4 9 . 9 5

All h a rd  d rives are p re -fo rma t te d ,  p a rt i t io n e d  wi t h  Wo rkb e n ch
loaded  and  in clu d e  2-5'' IDE cab le  and  so f twa re
2.5" IDE Cable and Sof tware E 9 - 9 5

A600
Al200
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upgrade to 1wilt dock

AMITOR D R O M
C
DRIVE

QUAD SPEEDI n c l u d i n g
Squirrel
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I n t e r f a c e 124995
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Hama
Genlocks
Ring for
prices

Al200 without hard drive  E299•95
Al200 with 170Mb hard drive  E369•95
Al200 with 340Mb £ 4 4 9 9 5

ANALOGre
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u t e
r s  
(
U
K
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Accelerators
Apol lo 1220 L9 9 -9 9
Apol lo 1232 E199-99

prices Include
fax software

BABT approved

A l 200149495
Modems

X Link  14-4k E149-S
X Link  28.8k 1249.S

prices include
fax software

BABT approved

F O R  B E S T  A F T E R - S A L E S  S E R V I C E
INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES

A500/A500+  E 2 9 . 9 5  A 600/ A l 200 ...E34.95

8520 CIA A600/Al200
8314 Ake Al200  D M °
8364 Paula A600/Al200 ...„ c16•50
Video DA( Al200 A , 1 9 • 0 0
A600/Al200 keyboard  c 6 0 • 0 0
Lisa Al200 .....
Gayle A600/Al200
Budgie Al200 ..........   E 3 0 , 0 0
Mouse (290dpi)

V 1 5
5 ,
0 1

SCART lead
Mouse Mat
10 Boxed Branded Disks
Printer Cable   £ 6 . 0 0
100 Disk Box. i 7  00
Squirrel SCSI Interface _ . . S5 9 • 0 0
-stock
r spare not l is ted here

CHIPS + SPARES + ACCESSORIEI
1 Meg Fetter Agnus
2 Meg Falter Agnus  E 2 4 . 0 0
8367 Denise .,...............„ ..i9•00
8373 Super Denise  E 1 8 • 0 0
5719 Gary
8520 CIA A500/A500+  1 5 - 0 0
8364 Paula A500/4500+ . . . . .A l2
,
00
Kickstart ROM 1
,
3  
i 1 5
• 0 0

Kickstart ROM 2.04   i 2 2 - 0 0
Kickstart ROM 2415 .,...,......E29•00
A500/A500+ Keyboard _......,S50•00
6570 Keyboard Chip ............c20.00
68000 Processor  i 1 3 • 0 0
Power Supply A500/A600/Al200 i 3 0
-
0 0
A2000 Power Supply   . c 6 0 - 0 0

• Al l  chips are  available  e x
• Please call for  any  chip o

Al200 with 510Mb  E 5 4 9  95

* Call for more good deals
Open suse•evi L ooss-540psi ,  Sat 9•00alepil•00pon Pius 0111 541 0471
• • NEW OPINING TIMES 0* STARTING NEW YEAR 19% **  NEW °MING TIMIS * *

L O G I C  Ki ngs ton-upon-Tha me s ,  Surrey  KT2 611H T e l :  0 1 8 1  5 4 6  9 5 7 5
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You'l l  n o t i c e
t h a t  l a s t  mo n t h
t h e y  s t u c k  m e
next  t o  Va mp ,

an d  y e s  i t 's
t ru e  -  w h e n  y o u

clo se  t h e
ma g a z in e ,  w e

do sn o g  ( a re n ' t
you  jea lo u s! ) .

An y wa y ,  p l e a s e
d o n 't  f o rg e t  t o
send in  s o me

n e w  t ip s ,
'cau se  s o me  o f
t h ese  a re  g e t -
t in g  a  b i t  o ld !

GLOBDULE
Psygnosis
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/free bit of software thanks to
dandy list of world codes for
plop-tastic platformer of old.
EL C O D E
H F C N A S A K E Z D V

U D D C A S N Z E Z D V
ILPPASNOEZOZ
SHPWASBNEZEP
UAONNTOGEZDR
EZPSASBREZRX
WHOCiASSBEZUJ
SVCIBASSSEZVP
SKCUNVNNSBDR
FGCONWNHFCDR
VGPHOMAASSDR
GOEBOOBUSVVDR
RYCIGOYNZGEDR

IT
Psygnosis

pressing Esc on the title
een a password screen will

ar. Enter a string of zeros, but
e the last digit the level you
t. You need to do this quite
kly as the password screen
$ quite quickly. Thanks to Paul
es from Derby for that one!

7 5 1  I

ETS I MP

Ak• = 1 1
1A How about stone tips for tetwolf 2 thee

, G o  D o tQU IK
Titus
Having trouble with the desert
level of this little doober? Don't
worry, Mark Bryant of Ilford has
just the ticket: On desert level 2,
when collecting the clock, walk
off the left of the ledge and the
level will automatically comolete.

BASE J U MP E R S
Rasputin
We really are scraping the
bottom of the barrel aren't we!
Still, needs must when the devil
vomits in your lap, and cheesy
though this game is the man sent
in the cheats and the man wins a
prize. And the man? Why James
Harris from Devon of course.
LEVEL CODES
ONE T W O  B A T  M A D
TUT E N D  W A R
SUB CAME CODES
SEU O L D  N E W  B E U
BOM N A B  P A C  H O P
FLY R U N

ZEEINOLIF
Binary Asylum
With Zeewolf 2 poking its head
around the corner, Mr Tony Carrell
reminds that the original is still a
great game to play, with a few
codes to help us along.
MISSION C O D E
5 I M A G O
9 T I B U R O N

i
3

13 A R G U S  6
17 M A R T E N  7
21 S O C K I N  8
25 G A N N P A U  9
32 R A M P A G E  1 0

!MARVIN 'S
MA R V E L L OU S
A D V E N T U R E
21st  Century
Again, I kno
,
,v i t • s  
a n  
a l r h
u s t

hideously old game, but them's
the breaks folks. Anyway, Martyn
Simmons from Finchley is the
man to thank, so, er t h a n k s !
HEART OF GLASS
BIG BANG SYSEX
DOING THE DO
ZERO PLUS ONE
SPIKKELS
SO ALIVE
FALLING
ELASTICA

MOTORCYCLE
TWIN PEAKS
APHEX TWIN
MAX GOLDT

D U N E  2
Virgin
Alan Godridge from South
Yorkshire has a handy tip for any
players finding themselves run-
ning Out of spice to harvest.
Simply destroy one of your full
harvesters, and after the explo-
sion there will be at least four
times as much spice scattered on
the ground in that area, You can
repeat this process as many times
as you like, and don't worry about
the lost harvester - it'll be
replaced nice and quickly. Cheers.

SINK OR M A W
Ocean
Ta to Mr P Doogan from Norfork
for these levels codes. A game is
on its way to you now!
2 B I S H O P M O V E
3 P A T S Y 4 K E R M I T
4 H O W N O W P O V V V V O W
5 R I N G W O R L D

IPS

11
12
13
14
15
16
17

TROUGHTON
REDPLANET

MAGALITHIC
MYBREAKFAST

TI NY B O P P E RS
LOCKSALORDY
HA L O WE E NV I I
NEWMODELAIRMY
T I M E P I E C E
L A R R Y N I V E N
K I L L E RWHA L E
B L UE HORIZON

M OR T A L
K O M  BAT
Virg in
Ta to Gary Taylor from Brentwood
for this interesting cheat. Just
type DULLARD on the
Start/Options screen, and should
you lose a game, your credits will
remain intact.

P OP U LOU S  2
Bullfrog
As is traditional, every couple of
months I pull a handful of codes
from my big bag of, er. codes.
So here goes:
LEVEL
583
718
658
701
767
991
855
856
845...............
935 ,

CODE
AGTH

UGABAG
TUUNAK
LLAGAT

THHEAG
SOAAAT
SIUNAT

VELLAB
HETU

NONGAG

And that's it again gang.
hope to have some fresh
tips for you next month,
as always, it's down to y< •
readers to keep 'em corning
in. Don't forget (how could
you?) there's a free Hit
Squad game for every tip
we print. Be seeing you



M O D E M S  A N D  I N T E R N E T
P A C K A G E S  F R O M

C 4 9 - 9 9
G E T  Y O U R S E L F  C O N N E C T E D

Whether you wan t  to make new friends, swap  ideas and p rograms, o r do some serious research, a mo d e m wil l
open the door to an excit ing  new world  where  a lmost  anyth ing is possib le . A modem has a lready become an
important part o f many Amiga use r's compu te r setup. N e w  so ftware  can be received in  minu tes.  the benefits
are immense .  Y o u  on ly need to  fl ip  th rough the pages o f th is ve ry magazine to see mention  o f modems and
the Internet, and here 's you r chance to jo in  the swa rmin g  cro wd s with  one of these exce llent modem packages!

"BEGINNER PACK"
9600bps

This I s our be st  se lling p a ck a nd consists o f  a
high qua lity de sktop 9 6 0 0 ba uid mode m,  a ll
conne cting loa ds,  PSU, taC omm softwa re ,  a n
Inva luable  * Arch ive r.'  d isk,  p lus ha ndy
he lp/ a dvice  sheets, . a s we ll a s fu ll a cce ss to
our M S  whe re  you ca n  downloa d 1 0 0 0
,
. o f
lateitt Moo for your Amiga!

E49.99
—

P
V
i
S
A

O E M  com m z i

"N OVIC E PACK"
149 400bps

For the  m or e adventur ous,  or  those who
wish to get involved in the  Inter net,  this
pack comes r ecom m ended.  A fas ter
14,400 modern, as well as all  the  eirtras
fr om  the  previous pack,  PLUS addi ti onal
infor m ation on the  I nter net -  and of
course, ful l  access to our  BBS

E99.99

"LIGHTNING PACK"
33,600bps

For big-tione Comma users, this pack will
most certainly be of interest, 3:3,600bps is
currently the highest speed in modern tech-
nology, wtth the US Robotics Courier  V34-•
Fccd4odent This nifty untt can transfer  upto
M B  of data in less than four  minutes'
Please call for  info!

E239.99
All our packs come complete and ready to use straight away. You will be able to log onto our BBS, Midnight Express,

and download as many fi les as you wish (f u l l  logon instructions included). Please call with  any questions you may have!

SALES/ENQUIRIES: 01384 77172 74/ii 41
1
,
1
:

Megatronix Software, 21 Tiled House Lane, Brierley Hill, West Midlands, DY5 4LG

GBRoutePlus
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'Best Amiga Utility"
of computers*n era gP
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Route
GBRoutePlus features include:-
• Over 25 million possible routes
• Calculate lastest. shortest & cheapest routes
• Includes motonvays. A roads and B roads
• includes cities, lawns and many villages
• 5  via Polices. 3  avoid places and avoid road
• Colour and wiretrame map graphics
• Optional interlace display
• Supports colour and black and white printers
• Map scrolling and zooming lacilities

• Motorway service stations included
• Road bias lacility for sin classes at road
• 10 levels ot magnification to a  mile scale
• Mileage scale bar
• National grid Coordinates
• Colour palette requester
• AResx support -  over SO commands
• Vector mileage calculator
• 30  !rink user Interlace

GeRoutePlus Edit
The possibilities are a lmost limitless and there are many examples a t how the  E ditor
can benefit you. tor example it is possible to incorporate your home, workplace; compa-
ny branches; fr iends a nd relatives homes, a dditiona l roads and places, tour is t land.
marks, hote ls  and public  houses, holiday  sites a nd of course future  road changes.

'Compatible  with A5OCIVA5CIO-OA6OWAl200/A1500/A3000/A4000 • 1 M e g required

To order or for information pack
Telephone 01706 224531 / 01248 371299 - Fax 01706 225320

r
'
l
e
a
s
e 
s
e
n
d 
m
e 
G
B
R
o
u
t
e
P
l
u
s 
f
o
r  
m
y 
A
m
i
g
a 
c
o
m
p
u
t
e
r  
t
o
g
e
t
h
e
r  
w
i
t
h 
O
B
R
o
u
t
e
P
l
u
s 
E
d
i
t  
1

at the  special pr ice of 049.95 fully  inclusive to ;-
NAME:
ADDRE S S
. P O S T C O D E •

CARD POO -  E X P I R Y  DATE •
SIGNED

Comple x Ce mpalle re  • 2  The  Arcad e , %defecated, hhoseepelele, L e mo n ad e  ISE149AE. ES  O E
We e cce p l Che que s. Vise  A c c e s s  Mach% haymble  to  Co m Alec Co mm/lo re  i s i c i t o t i o t u t i f t L E J

A S A
K E E P I N G

T A B S
ON A D S

INC ADV E RTIS ING S IANDARDS  AUTHORITY  2  TORRINGTON PLACE LONDON WC IE  711W
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Horgan's Organ
It's  good to  see  the
m a r k e t still pus hing
ever onwa rds ,  re ga rd-
less o f  the
c urre nt lack  o f  ne w s
fr om  Ami ga
Te c hnologie s ' H a
Impulse  a nd Phase  5 ,

the deve lopers  o f  our  t w o  he a d-
M i n °  re v ie w produc ts ,  m i ght fi nd
It in the i r  inte res ts  to  for m  s om e
kind o f  alliance; rare ly  have  t w o
prodtscts c om pl e m e nte d e a c h
other s o well.  Toge the r  the  pow e r
of Ima gine  4  a nd the  a w e s om e
speed o f  the  6 8 0 6 0  a re  e nough l i n
to ma k e  y ou w a n t  to  jack  in y our
day j ob a nd s e t a bout re nde ring

the ne x t 'Toy  S tory ' c om pute r  Imovie on  y our  A l 2 0 0 !  J us t s o
long as  y ou c a n s ta nd tha t
Imagine user inte rfa c e

Elsewhere  you'l l  fi nd all the  l a t-
est on Ac i d  Softv v a re 's  n e w  Bl i tz
Basic 2 .1 ,  a l ong w i th  the  fi rs t
rev iew o f  Digi ta 's  e x c e l le nt
Wordv v or th 5  pa c k e d w i th
s tacks  o f  ha ndy  fe a ture s .

The  only  dis he a r te ning s ign
this m o n t h  c om e s  f r o m  the
e nte r ta i nm e nt s ide  o f  the  P D
scene. Look i ng  ba c k  t w o  or
three  years  w e  w e r e  fl oode d
w i th c u tt i ng  e dge  de m os  e x pos -
ing w onde r fu l  n e w  te c hnic a l
tricks, a n d  pl e nty  o f  g o o d  a ni m a -
tions  f r o m  u p  a nd c om i ng  a r tis ts
c utti ng the i r  te e th  o n  the  Ami ga .
N o w  it s e e ms  th a t  innov a tiv e
ba nd o f  a r tis ts  a nd  c ode rs  ha s
e i the r los t th e  e dge ,  o r  m or e
Scaly, m o v e d  o n to  hi ghe r  s pe c i -
fied m a c hi ne s  th a t  c a n d o  jus-
tice  to  the i r  ima gina tions .  M a y b e
this  is one  a re a  th a t  wi l l  only  be
re juv e na te d w h e n  the  ne x t ge n-
e ra tion Am i ga  arrive .  D o n ' t  hol d
y our  bre a th,  b u t  ha ng  in the re .

Tony  Hor ga n
Technica l  E di tor

410

GET SERIOUS

it er ous
Sittin g  c o mf o rt a b ly ?  N o w  re a d  all  a b o u t  t h e  la t es t
p ro d u c t s  ra t e d  b y  C U  A mi g a  M a g a z i n e 's  g u ru s .

•  Im a g in e  4  6 2
You've got imagwe 3 from our January cover disk, right? Now see what's in store
in Imagine 4, the latest update of the people's favourite 3D ray tracing package.

•  B lizza rd  1 2 6 0  A c c e l e r a t o r   6 6
Now you can stoke your Al200 with the amazing speed of the 68060 processor,
thanks to this new addition to the famous Blizzard family of accelerators_

•  B litz  B a s ic  2 -1   6 9
Combining the speed and power of machine code with the simplicity of Basic.
Blitz Basic has just received a new update to version 2.1.

•  W o r d w o r t h  5  7 2
As word processors encroach on the territory of DTP, Wordworth takes a fresh look
at the requirements of the serious word processor user and comes up trumps,

•  E p so n  S ty lu s  I I   7 7
Epson are currently taking all the winning technology from their range of printers and
putting it into a lower cost versions The Stylus is one of these up for inspection.

•  H e w l e t t  P a c k a r d  7 7
More expensive than the Epson Stylus, the Hewlett Packard printer also comes
under the investigative eyes of a CU Amiga Magazine expert.

•  ' Gre e n '  P e n  M o u s e  7 8
The traditional mouse isn't the ideal moot device for computer artists. The 'Green'
Pen Mouse hopes to rectify the problem by offering a more natural alternative.

•  S c re e n  B e a t  S u p e r  W o o f e r  7 8
Feeling in a party m000 or want to listen to some good tunes? Give your Amiga's audio
the sound system it deserves - feel the bass!

•  D a t a S t o r e  7 9
There comes a time in a man's life when he gets tired of cataloguing all his old girlfriends'
phone numbers. Looking for a new Database? This could be the answer.

•  C D - R O M  R o u n d - u p  8 0
EMC's Phase 3 CD arrives with a bundle of clips and fonts for DTP and D
-
r v  w h i l e
The Assassins offer their latest PD game compilations in CD-ROM format.

•  P D  S c e n e  8 2
With PD Scene being taken over by licenceware, it's good news for adventure fans
who get a top new game for budget price.

•  P D  U t i l i t i e s   8 7
Boost your Amiga's productivity with another selection of shareware utilities, this
month including a couple of timing tools, an Internet guide and a picture database.

A  f ;



PRODUCT TEST

•  Price: £199.95 (f99.95 upgrade) •  Developer: Impulse Inc. •  Supplier: Emerald 0181 115 8866
The g rea t  g randad  o f  3 D  rendering
packages has been  upgraded  and,
in terface aside, w e  like i t

_ I ma g in e  really need
any introduction? The
3D rendering system
that's been the subject

of a unique love-hate relationship
with Amiga artists for years has
now reached version 4.0. You'll
almost certainly own Imagine 3.0,
since we cover mounted it on our
special 3-disk January 1995 issue,
so you'll already be familiar with
this superb 3D rendering package's
combination of immense power
and potential, albeit wrapped up in

-  a rather tricky user-interface.

T h e  in te r fa c e
You might have expected a
revamp of the user-interface to
have been first on the list of
changes for 4.0, but this was
obviously not a priority for
Impulse. This is a shame, but let's
not dwell on the point. Actually,

11111ENW

In troduc ing  b l o b s !
Just wha t  you've  al ways
wanted:  bl obs!  Thi s
sequence i l lustrates one of
I magi ne 4's most  useful
new addi ti ons.  You can
now  model  obj ects f r om
l iquid bl obs,  whi ch coul d
come in ver y handy for
those tr i cky or gani c
scenes.  I n thi s sequence
ther e are t w o bl obs,  ini tial -
ly posi t i oned r i ght on top
of each other .  As  they are
slowly moved apar t,  unl i ke
nor mal  spheres,  they
str etch as i f unwi l l i ng t o
par t company,  j oi ned by
thei r  sur face tensi on unti l
final l y they pop apar t.  See
the hand obj ect  opposi te
for  an exampl e of  an
object made with blobs.
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one of the new features does
concern the user-interface: you
can now run the program in 256
colours on an AGA Amiga or on a
Retina graphics board. It's also
possible to run in 256 colours on
other boards using Mode
Promotion, but this can get
messy. There's still no standard
screenmode requester though, so
many users will still be stuck with
flickery old interlace mode. The

requesters are just the same as
older versions.
Texture
imp ro v e me n ts
One of Imagine s major plus
points is its incredibly useful
texture tools. As before, you can
cover your objects in mathemati-

cally-generated textures that can
be almost infinitely varied to
simulate thousands of real world
surfaces, or you can wrap them ir
IFF graphics files. There are
improvements in both areas.

Regarding the mathematical
textures, the Attributes window
now gives you a preview render
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IMPIEMOMEMM•••=111

your chosen texture settings in
3 similar fashion to Texture
Studio. This is a great time saver,
and, let's face it, when you're 3D
rendering you need all the
short-cuts you can lay your hands
on. The States section can be
used to morph between
Two different attributes or textures
which is excellent for chameleon
type effects.

You can now specify more
L
-
i
a
r
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m
e
t
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r
s  
f
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t
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E
E  
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rnaps too. Previously these were
controlled by setting the levels for
:olour, bump, filter and reflection.
The amount of parameters here
Pias been doubled to include the
following: specular, hardness,
Shine, brightness, fog length.

Blob mo d e ll in g

index of refraction, ambient light
and even roughness.
Misce llan eo u s
extras
Additions in other area include
the ability to import pictures into
your scenes for use as backdrops
(previously a backdrop had to be
specified separately from the
Globals section of the Action
editor). These backdrops now
appear in the 3D preview window,
so you don't need to render the
scene to get an idea of how the
backdrop will fit in with the rest of
the scene.

There are plenty of new bits
and pieces to make life easier
dotted throughout the program,

Obvious uses for  these i ncl ude psychedel i c l ava l amps
and any scene or  ani mati on that  requi res dr i ppi ng gunge
of some sor t,  not  to ment i on tr i ppy abstr act  ani mati ons.
However ,  w i th a bi t  of  i magi nat i on you can put  them to
good use model l i ng al l  ki nds of  natur al  obj ects.  Thi s
model  of  a hand t ook  j ust a coupl e of  mi nutes t o knock
up by combi ni ng a number  of  blobs.  The  resul ts,  w he n
sui tably textur ed,  ar e far  mor e real istic than you woul d
normal ly expect f r om a simi lar  model  cr afted f r om con-
ventional  'pr imi ti ves'.
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4  Imagine is brilliant at rendering subtle te a
-
tu re s,
such as waves en the smiles, of a sea.

although for the most part they
are small bolt-on extras that just
add to the overall functionality of
the program. These include some
new tools, among which the
smoothing controls are some of
the most useful, helping to mast
the edges of the polygons that
make up each object.

A few additions have also been
made to the lighting functions:
Soft shadows can be cast by
tweaking the parameters of a
light. In effect this makes multiple
clones of the lightsource and
places them very slightly apart
from one another, resulting in a
number of overlapping shadows
being cast. This leads to rather
over-extended rendering times,
but the effect can be worth it. You
can also view the scene from any
lightsource or object_

Conclusion
Imagine 4 is an incredibly
powerful program, but if you were
expecting it to suddenly morph
into an intuitive and friendly
system you'll be disappointed.
Its high time the user-interface
was completely overhauled and
brought up to date as this is the
program's only main drawback.
It's absurd that you still can't
select your working screenmode
from a list of all those available
as you would with any other
current application worth its salt.
The inadequate 24-bit graphics
support is also disappointing.

However, if you can get by
with its old-style interface,
Imagine 4,0 presents heaps of
very tasty features at your finger-
tips, and the resulting images and
animations can be stunning. In
most areas it matches the quality
of its rivals and despite the level
of the competition (remember, it's
up against the likes of LightWaye
and Cinema 4D1 it surpasses
them in many ways.

Newcomers will find it tricky,
but the enhanced features corn
bined with Imagine's traditional
strengths; the bones system,

PRODUCT TEST

, a e r n w
.  ,Imagine: a n 011o v e rv ie w

I magi ne began l i fe m a ny
moons ago as a package
cal led Si lver  and was soon
r e-chr i stened Tur bo Silver.
Someti me l ater  i t changed
name once mor e to become
Imagine.  Despi te  a f e w
quirks,  i t 's become the
most popul ar  3 D r ender i ng
system a m ong Ami ga  users
mainly because i t  del ivers
pr ofessi onal  qual i ty resul ts
wi thout  demandi ng too
much in the  way  of
pr ocessor  power  and ( ) t h i ng
system r equi r ements w he n
compar ed to some of  i ts
rivals. That 's  not  to say
t ha t  you'l l  have much f un

i
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i
n
g  
t
o  
r
e
n
d
e
r  
a
n

ani mat i on on a 6 8 0 0 0 -
based machi ne.  A  6 8 0 3 0  or
better  pr ocessor  is pr et ty
much essenti al  for  ser ious „
Arender ing,  and i t 's har dl y I
wor th bother i ng at  al l  w i th
anythi ng under  4 Mb of

I I I I AM.  A  good 1 0 Mb of  RAM
Is gener al l y suffi ci ent  for
most  wor k.

6  O n e  of  I magi ne's maj or  4
advantages is i ts States
and Bones featur es,  whi ch
al l ow gr oups of  obj ects to,
be j oi ned and ani mated in
realistic manner. Another
advantage is its ability to
pr oduce mathemati cal l y
gener ated textur es that  can
cr eate i ncr edi bl y l i fel ike
and var i ed sur faces.

4

morphirg and br
it's worthwhile, If you've plenty of
RAM and are not afraid of spend-
ing sleepless nights struggling
with the interface, then Imagine
4,0 is the business, Now, isn't it
time you bought that 68060? IN
Mar ti n Bi bby

IMAGINE 4.0
ASDO

Abair •

*ADC

Si vital

A15110

ARON

A30110

MOOD

•ystem requirements:
4Mh RAM, OS 1.3. bard drive
recommended: OMIt RAM. FPU, 68030
procenser et fester
.

OVIRALI.
A flawed mas-
terpiece with
plenty to offer.

halls dewy tbartits to a
intertatt.

fie interface. but the lignite
wont

At Sp under M D  it matches Cinema 10am
place amd ía £200 itss thao Real 30 3.0.
It :3 mit cheap, bet it tertaiely delivers.
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T h e  a w e s o m e  M o t o ro l a  6 8 0 6 0  C P U  a rri v e s  a n d  w e
t e s t  d ri v e  t h e  f a s t e s t  A mi g a  1 2 0 0  ever.

ccelerator cards have
*ways been amazingly
popular for the Amiga
1200. They became

essential as Amiga users graduated
into using more and more powerful
and resource hungry applications.
The 1200's stock 14MHz 68ECO20,
however, is way under powered.
68030 cards are commonplace and
for a long time this has been the
limit of how fast an Amiga 1200
can go. Until the oven-on-a-card
Falcon 68040 arrived, that is. Now,
with the Blizzard 1260, the base
model Amiga goes faster than it
was ever thought possible

H e re  a t  la s t
Last year, hopes for a 68060 accel-
erator remained partially dashed as
Motorola broke promise after
promise of delivery dates for the
68060 CPUs. The 68060 is a depar-
ture from the usual manufacturing
technology of the previous CPUs.
It runs with a 3.3 Volt power
supply rather than the usual 5

T h e  6 8 0 6 0
The 6 8 0 4 0  i nt r oduced massi ve BK
data a nd i nstr uct i on caches  as wel l  as
dr asti cal l y r educed cycl e t i me  for
exi sti ng i nstr uct i ons.  Thi s  m a de  t he
6 8 0 4 0  the  l ar gest  l eap i n pe r f or m a nc e
in a  gener at i on.  The  6 8 0 6 0 ,  however ,
i ncor por ates m a ny  of  the  m ode r n
CP U ar chi tectur e  tact i cs  used i n the
very fas tes t  of  t oda y 's  m ode r n
pr ocessor s.  Thi s  means  t ha t  the  6 8 0 6 0
is mi r acul ousl y abl e t o execute  thr ee
i nstr uct i ons for  ever y cl ock!  The  bui l t -
in FP U per f or m ance  is even mor e
astoundi ng,  mai nl y  due  t o the  so-
cal l ed 'super scal ar '  i m pl e m e nt a t i on of
t w o separ ate  par al l el  execut i on
pi pel i nes.  The  bot t om  l i ne is t ha t  the
6 8 0 6 0  is fast .  As  fas t  as a ny  pr oces-
sor  capabl e  of  r unni ng 6 8 0 0 0  ser ies
coda is goi ng t o ge t  as sadl y thi s is
the e nd of  the  l i ne of  the  Mot or ol a
6 8 0 x 0  ser ies.  Her e 's  a di agr am of  i ts
wor k i ngs f or  poster i ty.

A , M I ,

anr

Volts. That means that even
though this latest generation
68000 series CPU has over two
and a half million transistors on
board, the heat generated is sub-
stantially less than the 68040. This
is a great advantage as the Falcon
68040's main problem was exces-
sive heat generation.

becieles omit

Breechcame

The 1260 doesn't come cheap.
E600 pounds is a fair bit more than
the entire Amiga 1200 is worth and
it's likely only very speed hungry
Amiga users could justify this
much money to go this fast. Still
with an air of excitement in the
office, we pulled it out of its box to
give it a test run.

Instruction fetch unit

IA Calculate

I M M O  I r
t
r
"---
c

Emly decode

luteuet une

Data available
Wine-back

nil

PG
H a r d w a r e
The Blizzard 1260 is extremely vv
constructed. It is made up of a
high tech four layer printed circuit
board with very small surface
mounted logic components. Th
is also a very large surface area
the centre made up of five squa
grey centimetres of the largely
unmarked 68060. Also, unlike the
Falcon, the entire business is
mounted on the underside of the
card like 68030 accelerators.

There's no cooling provided t
the CPU at all, though with the
large surface area it didn't seem
get as hot as 50MHz 68030s do.
The inclusion of a battery backed-
up clock is a bonus and gives the
Blizzard an edge over the Falcon
which doesn't have one.

The now standard Blizzard fea-
ture of an edge connector for the
DMA SCSI module is also prese
It uses the same unit as the
Blizzard 1230 Mark IV Even more
good news is that SCSI add-on
also has another SIMM socket
which takes up to a 128MB SIM
iwe should be so lucky) while ev
the standard SIMM socket takes
up to a 64Mb unit. However,
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because the CPU is so large, it
nudes on the space where a

M would protrude from the
M socket. That means a dou-
sided SIMM will not fit,
Fitting the card was no more or

difficult than any other 68030
accelerator though it was a good
Veal easier than the Falcon! As

h the Blizzard 1230 Mark IV, the
can be entirely disabled by
ing down the '2' key during a

et. A good thing too as you
uldn't want to be constantly
oving and inserting E600 worth

hardware, another bonus point.
The only jumper on the entire

is to set MAPROM on or
If enabled, the card willVit.

automatically copy the contents of
the Amiga's ROM into fast RAM
which will provide a good speed
up to operating system functions
at the cost of 51 2K of RAM.

6 8 0 6 0  l ib ra ry
Unlike standard 68030 accelera-
tors, there's some software which
must be installed on the host
machine before using the card.
This takes the form of a
68040.Iibrary and a 68060.Iibrary.
The 68040 library will detect if
there is a 68060 present and direct
that library to be used instead.
Setpatch actually installs the patch-
es whereby 68040 support is
added. The reason for this is that

330
300
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240
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180
150
120
90
60
30

vaph take. hem hill measures the 'Millard 11260's performance with i typical ray tracing algorithm
Imo floating point iusNectiunsP U  code). Tellingly, it reflects how peer the Gehall is at standard &Beth
I nk Nita it's unsupported instructions being emulated The Bliaaard patching software comes to the memo
deems the patched 6t060 FIN.I tide to perform the task seedy 310 limes quicket Mao a stock Amiga 1280l

5.62

9.55

21.81

•-
pipit menaces the iodastry stamdard CPU btochmarli 'Ditrysisaef. Agent compared to the stock Al21111.

Is a laugh pope el CPU oomph at crunching nta th related tasks. Note that it's mot as spectacular as the
allits maths peitonmance as shows in thE trace tEst above.

the FPU units built in to the 68040
and 68060 are not full implementa-
tions of 6888x FPU code. The
patches intercept any use of tifliM-
plemented instructions and exe-
cute the special 68040/68060 FPU
code needed. Apparently this way
is quicker, though when programs
make heavy use of the unimple-
mented 6888x instructions, perfor-
mance will suffer greatly.

For this reason the disk provid-
ed comes with a rather poorty doc-
umented 'CyberPatcher. This
amazing software will actually
patch any programs running to use
68060 FPU code. The effective
performance boost is amazing as
we found with our Imagine 3.0
cover disk. It's recommended that
the patcher be dropped into
VVBStartup. Also provided on the
disk is a replacement for the
68030 MMU using Enforcer
debugging tool. A very welcome
additioh. There's also a developers
program to detect instructions the
68060 does not support.

Finally a new C: command
called CPU060 controls the
68060's modes such as Caches,
copyback and superscalar mode
which are all very comprehensive.
However, I would have liked to
have seen a GUI CPU preferences
utility too and better documenta-
tion of the utilities provided.

H o w  fa s t?
Now down to business, how fast
is the Blizzard 1260? It's very fast.
After installing in my own (normally
28MHz 68020 kitted) machine, I
was shocked at the drastically
reduced boot time (a few seconds)
and the speed that icons appeared
when clicking on a drive from
Workbench. The trouble is that the
CPU is so very much faster than
the Amiga's display is capable of
moving so that in some instances
it might appear that the machine
isn't as fast as it actually is.
Rendering a saved scene in
Imagine rapidly dispelled that illu-
sion. A quick render took but sec-
onds to arrive and a full render
lingered just a fraction of the tim,
it did before. These things are sub-
jective though. What's needed is
some cold hard benchmarks and
for that I turned to the PD bench
marking tool, AIBB (see left).

To avoid a guru, A11313 needed
to be told that the CPU is a 68000,
the FPU a 68882 and then I force
fed the clock speed. Normalty very
reliable, AIBB didn't quite know
how to deal with the 68060 with-
out the manual overrides.
Fortunately after this it was well
enough behaved to create a 'mod-
ule'. The module is included on

this months cover disk in the AIBB
directory. Normally you can wait
around for half an hour for AIBB to
perform all those tests. The
Blizzard 1260 finished it in a ridicu-
lous 1 minute 45 seconds which
caused to us double check that it
actually did perform the tests!

In order to test for any compati-
bility problems, I ran virtually every
program I could from my hard
drive. Not one program caused a
problem except that Power
Computing's Breathless crawled
along slower than a standard
Al200. Strange.

There were only a couple of
serious hardware incompatibility
problems that we found. Firstly the
unit didn't work in the MicroniK
tower. We were unable to contact
the developers about the problem
before going to press. More
importantly, the Blizzard 1260
was completely incompatible
with the HiSoft PCMCIA Squirrel
SCSI interface. We immediately
contacted HiSoft and they
informed us they have a 1260 for
testing and were working on the
problem. Squirrel owners would
be well advised to call to HiSoft
about a software update before
considering a 1260

S p e e d  f r e a k s
The Blizzard is a high quality
accelerator and currently the
fastest around by a long shot
(barring the unreviewed Falcon
68060 variant). However, the
entire unit (with 8Mb RAM) will
cost in the region of E850. A
staggering sum that would go far
enough to buy an entire new set-
up equipped with a 68030 accel-
erator. As such it's one for speed
demons only. However. Amiga
users wanting something more
than just a 68030 unit will find it
expensive but until budget 040s
come along it's better value. •
Mat Bettinson

BLIZZARD 1260

Al200

system requirements:
Amiga AMC ally

its plug -
a g o .

accelerant arottad. It
ant to do better

1etaggensg price. Prolulestinte expo
'

,

Staggering perlormance all am eon

OVERALL
Ridiculous
speed at a pre-mium cost. It's
still the hest.
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A Looks like a hamillel all right. Here we are in the Bin' Basic editor,
Till. lashing up some nice DS illegal demo graphic effects

there's still quite a few Amos pro-
grammers holding the fort includ-
ing commercial games developer
Vulcan Software.

However, in 1993, Mark Sibly
of New Zealand based company
Acid Software brought a new
Basic to the Amiga. Blitz Basic
was designed from the outset to
be capable of programming
commercial quality games and to
launch it Sibly demonstrated just
what could be done with his new
language
- 
S k i d
m a r k
s  
f o l
l o
w e
d  
b
y

Guardian arrived. At the time of
Blitz 2.0 it received tumultuous
applause but several years hence.

I had grave concerns
that an update was
not going to prove it
anything more than a
reasonable games
programming package.

M i n o r
u p d a t e
Blitz Basic 2.1, as
reviewed here, isn't so
much the next version
as an minor update to
address 2.0s short-
comings. The main list
of new features
includes complete
on-line AmigaGuide
help, restructured

library handling, bug fixed para-
meter parsing and complete
AGA and OS 3.0 support. Blitz
2.1 retains the ability to run on
the most basic Amiga with no
extra memory and running
from floppy drive only.

Hard drive users can elect
to use more comprehensive
and larger 'acidlibs' modules
which give added com-
mands and functionality.
Blitz does not, however, come
with a hard drive installer. This
isn't a large problem though since
comprehensive HD installation
instructions are provided.

The Blitz programming environ-
ment is a tightly coupled and well
thought out affair. Entering the
actual Basic programs is done in
The Editor or TED for short, which
also comes in basic and
enhanced versions for different
systems. It's pretty much your
usual text editor with normal text
marking and clipping commands
though annoyingly it doesn't
insert and delete lines like modern
editors you need to use a
menu/key command instead o
insert or delete a line. Being dedi-
cated to Blitz, TED has a nice fea-
ture of highlighting Blitz com-
mands when a line is returned.
One function I fell in love with was
its automatic handling of subrou-
tine bookmarks. Simply type in a
subroutines title or label with a
preceding and magically TED par-
titions to grow a lister on the
right hand side showing the
name of the subroutine. Later
clicks on the names in this list
will automatically move TED's
cursor to this routine.

D ebugg ing
The debugger is complicated
but that's because it's essentially
a machine code monitor and
users with no knowledge of the

PRODUCT TEST

workings
of 68000 assembly
code will be completely lost. For
them the only hope is to try and
figure out why the code failed and
fortunately full tracing and step-
ping is possible. One criticism I
can lay at Blitz 2.1's door is that a
number of the examples given
refused to compile for me. I was
unceremoniously dumped in the
debugger and occasionally the
Guru came to visit in any event.

When ploughing through the
much improved, ring bound Blitz
2.1 manual ithough the pages
tend to fall out), at first Blitz
seems like a fairly standard
implementation of the Basic
language until you find that you'll
need to think about what type of
variables are needed and define
them correctly from the start. IE
decide if a numeric variable's pos-
sible ranges will fall within the
range of a byte etc. It gets worse
until Blitz starts to resemble a
cross between Basic and some
strange form of 'C'. This is not a
Basic for the tinkerer

T h e  fu tu re?
While )9/iv is quite capable of
creating some impressive graphic
effects without resorting to in-line
machine code (which Blitz sup-
ports very well), it seems that
many of the examples provided
are laden with this sort of thing.
This was not a problem a few

119
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years ago but with the Amiga
destined to move away from the
68000 to the Power PC CPUs.
new users would be ill advised to
start learning 68000 assembly at
this late stage.

D o i t  a ll
So what can Blitz do wnen
comes down to it? It's more a
question of what can't be done
and that's very little. It's quite
possible to remain so-called 'OS
compliant and create applications
with standard Gadtools GUIs or
even MUI. With this knowledge
it's a wonder more utility and
application programmers don't
use Blitz in this area as I found the
development cycle to be quick
and easy with only a generic
knowledge of Basic to start me
off. Resulting compiled executable
sizes were quite small and execu-
tion speed very rapid indeed.

On the other hand, kick in to
'Blitz Mode' and you begin a whole
new ball game. The Operating
System is swiftly ejected and
some of Blitz's powerful graphics
handling functions come in to
being. These enable double buffer-
ing, parallax scrolling and 50 trillion
oblects to be thrown around the

u l n a -
2 c a m
m e  
f •
I r
-  
-
W
e
t
.  
M
N
—
C .
—
r o
t o
r .  
s

1 0  e r . r . . . 1

• • • •   I  onMos no. •••••••

0 4 a k s o w Cu m t  . . . . . . .

•  . •  , w i t r O M  : Sw 7 • 1 1 . 9
,
• t e s 1 = 1 . : P l i l V e a l  p ite r•  o n  -  E M T  t i l l  r u t

h t t o t m _ .
1 7 r • i g : g o  t  •  ,

•
t
•
•
•
.
,  
•
•
•
•
•
•
,
/
1
0

•
N
r
t
a
l
!

"Zt S

s • • • ,
,
, i 1
"
: 1
1
• • •

b e ,  . . •
0

M 1 i : : 1 3 , • •
•
• •

M m  l a t h  f  C O N P U L A S  O PO I M I S

C . . . . .  l e o n o  t o r  E x a c t • • • • • •  r i m .
,

r
g
t
a

IM AM .. .  tro n a
,  
P o o . . . .
. . .

C r . . . .  p . m . .  I
n
. .  
t a r  . .
. . A n n
.  
•  
I  
4 .
,  
t
a
g

14.6. • e m o L t e a s  Ce t i * /

O bj w k e  M u f f .
,  4 1 2 1 1  
_ j  
" b
.  
1 0 0 .
4 1
,
1  
1 2
1 7
g _
J

l o atm,  Pn o vo r! 4 4 : _ l  I .
,
*  • • • • • ' • '  
I  
1

os••••• . . . r t . .
,  
A t t i _ _
_ ,  
s t r
i p e  
• • •
, • •
•
;  
. . t
a f
c t
_ L
i

111.414
.
. 
M a
K o
m o
p o  
M
O
S
•
4
0
0
1

l i a t n
,  
I  
I
-  
I

'

r er
- 
- -
c
o
m
o
s t
e
m
m
a
r  
r
e
l
e
n
t  
n
t
o
m
p
r
o
t
r
-  
r
u
m
e
n
-

4r1i - - -c r - - -
-
. 4
-
. . w
-- - - -
.

•"47Litnitint,,.-Ae
z
, •••
•••
— •

t h o

t
• C • i m m i  L a r e n . .  Moto i ttP  • . 4 4

A Here we're altering the compile' settings beim tee
citable. the debugger can be switched off Red Om we

screen in the best style of flashy
machine coded Demos. Games
programmed with Blitz could not
be identified as being programmed
with Blitz unlike their unfortunate
Amos counterparts.

Illegal A N IOS
AMO5 is infamous for it's OS
illegal practices. This is obviously
not unusual for games software

In te rp re ted  vs  C o mp ile d
Here it's  worth noting the difference between interpreted
and compiled languages. The old Commodore Basic and
even the Amiga DOS scripts and Aremx language are 'inter-
preted'. That means that each line is read in, one at a time,
by the language and executed. The benefit of this method
is that a change can be performed instantly and the
program rerun to see the result. The down sides are that
anyone needing to run the program must have the full
language installed to run the program and speed is usually
far below what is required to write full programs.

There's is where 'compiled' languages come in. Here the
entire program will be read in and converted to a stand
alone bit of code that the Amiga can run without having
the original language installed. The process is called 'com-
piling'. Modern languages all use this method though it
does require that between every change, the program must
be recompiled before being run.

Blitz makes the process very easy and quick. The last
menu in TED is called 'Compiler' and the first function is
'Compile and Run'. All the programmer needs to do is
select this and Blitz will compile the code and run it all in
one hit. During this development time, the programmer will
usually have the compiler options set in a particular way.
This means that there will be no size optimisation which
would be used in the  final compiling of the program as it
takes longer. Likewise the run-time debugger will be
enabled so that any errors will be safely trapped rather
than a visit from the Guru when something goes wrong.

This is another concern with a BASIC compiler such as
Blitz. Because it's so low-level and capable of generating
small and fast code, error checking is nothing like i t is with
interpreted languages. One programmer error can cause
the entire house of cards to fall down. The Debugger dur-
ing the development phase will catch these errors though
when the programmer is teleported to the debugger with a
shock it will all seem quite technical.

_ A M M O ,

BLITZ BASIC 2.1
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A2010
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Great value and
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piling the program ler the heal unto all aa en.
optimisation tweed ne. Tiny tied last code will mart

Out with Blitz's capability to
program proper OS compliant
applications with virtually all the
same capabilities that would
normally be written with 'C'
compilers, Blitz holds the
crown as the all round Amiga
programming package.

What sort of Amiga user
would Blitz Basic be suited to?
The answer depends on what
you envisage yourself doing with
Blitz. To be honest. if you intend
to program utilities and serious
applications exclusively, I'd still
recommend that you opt for 'C'
or even our December Amiga E
cover disk. Using these packages
would make it easier to work
from Amiga system program-
ming documents. Those who
want to create graphic based
games and demos or even utili-
ties with heavy graphics usage.
Blitz is your man. If you want to
program games alone. Blitz is
most definitely your package.

Be prepared to encounter a
slight learning curve even if you
are familiar with Basic Especially
if you've had no encounter with
the more low level aspects such
as having to worry about how to
store your data. I was dubious of
Blitz's OS compliant ability but
after having used it to create
some programs to send out Atexx
commands to other applications, I

— •••
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hopt.
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• • • 1 1 = tt
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A A steal example of a teal IS compliant moment in
Bin/ Basic. thought
-
Mil? 
p r o v i d e d  
w i t h  
t h e  
p a c k
a g e .

A It you waited tn. and were taleited email* mat
could ahvays ;noway something like Soper
Skiimarks ie Blitz Basic. But you might have is
bleach you hair is a very disturbing manlier like
Mark •Sibbo' &lily of Acid Soffwart, Lesson you
duet hArtt to look like a viild kipstei to produce a id
game but it helps.

foresee that a relationship with
Blitz will continue. Being a great
fan of Araxx but constantly
annoyed with its execution speed.
some of my largest and slowest
scripts can be re-written in Slit' to
the same functionality. Blitz may
not appear to have the same level
of support in the UK as Amos but
with a regular Blitz Users
Magazine (amusingly called BUM
for short) and a real live Blitz Basic
Newsgroup for Internet users it
does have more serious bare
bones support.

If it wasn't for Blitz we
wouldn't have Team 17 s Norms.
That's one of the highest praises
that can be afforded and now
that I'm satisfied of its serious
applications and Mark Sibly's
renewed development interest
including plans for a new super
3.0 version, Blitz Basic looks to
be the Amiga's No.1 all round
programming package. Not
only amateurs but for profession-
als alike. Blitz Basic 21 is a
very well put together package
that deserves to do well
Recommend unreservedly. •
Mat Bettinson
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high end word proces-
sors to choose from on
the Amiga, but we

what we lack in quantity, we make
up for with quality. In the latter
part of last year, Final Writer 4 was
released to high acclaim from CU
Amiga Magazine. Now it's the
turn of Word worth 5 to come
under scrutiny.

Worciworth is a program so
embedded in Amiga history, it 's
hard to remember an Amiga
being released without this
mighty word processor, Yet past
versions of Wordworth lacked a
number of key features. No
ARe)cx and no style sheets to
name but two. With version 5,
this has all changed. New fea-
tures abound and with several
key features addressed, from
what I've seen, Wordworth has
finally come of age.

I have now been using a
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W o rd w o r t h  is b a c k  a n d  i t 's  k ic k in g
b u t t  as  f a r  as  w o rd  p ro cesso rs  g o .
This la t es t  vers io n  h a s  all  t h e  f e a t u re s
t h a t  last  o n e  la c k e d  a n d  mo re .
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pre-production version of
Wordworth 5 solidly for more
than two months and in that time
have grown to appreciate it more
and more. I have to admit to being
one of the old guard who like to
use text based word processors
but the fact that this review is
being written in Word worth 5 will
tell you that I have now relin-
quished my fear of trusting a
graphics based word processor.
The change of heart is due in no
small part to the many new fea-
tures to be found in Wordworth 5.

Trying to single them out in
order of importance is impossible
but style sheets certainly made
an Impression on me, Many of
you will have already had a taste
of style sheets in Wordworth
4SE, but these have been beefed
up significantly for version 5. A
style sheet, for those who have
never heard of them, is a func-
tion which enables you to apply a
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A You can new choose between two types of notes in Wardwarth S. Ultimates OM are inserted at the earl of
your document and %Moles which we inserted a l the fiat of She page,

series of attributes to
a piece of text in the
one operation,

You might, for
example, have a
series of captions for
pictures in your docu-
ment. Up until now,
you had to remember
what each of these individual
attributes were so each caption
looked the same. Now all you
have to do is create a single style
sheet called Captions and then
apply it to each caption in your
document.

Style  sheets
There are two types of style
sheets in Wordworth, paragraph
based and character based ones.
A paragraph based style sheet
applies its attributes to one or
more paragraphs while a character
based style sheet can be applied
to any number of characters with-
out affecting the paragraph attrib-
utes of the text. This enables you
to have a normal style sheet that is
applied to all the text in a letter
and a character based one for spe-
cial pieces of text within that letter
such as people's name.

Applying these style sheets to
your text is dead easy. There are
many methods you can choose
from but one method that will
have tongues wagging is the drag
and drop approach where you
simply drag the style sheet out of
the floating palette and onto the
text, As easy as that.

Style sheets can also be
applied to pieces of text created
by other Wordwont functions
including contents generation,
notes and so on

A llem(
Another of the big headline fea-
tures is Afievot. This addition
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A A mew feature in Wordwarth is dm Wizard 11 UM create pages 10
you with or Anneal your help.

enables you to create two type!
'of ARexx scripts. One is called a
nAFlexx Macro and this would be
used for tying together one or
more Wordworth functions in a
script that can be called up to per-
form repetitive tasks.

The other type is the Wizard.
This is basically the same type of
script except that the aim of each
wizard is to help you create docu-
ments interactively. Wordworth
comes with a few examples that
help you create a fax template,
invoice, letterhead and so on.

The thing that struck me about
these wizards is how easy they
are to create, Let me say now,
that I know nothing about ARe)o4
or about programming but within
an hour of getting a wizard from
Digita, I had created my own
interactive wizard that created a
page, put lines where I wanted,
typed out some text for me asked
me a load of silly questions and
much more.

The possibilities are endless
and although I feel Digita should
expand on the available AFlexx
commands, the feature is still a
lot of fun to play with.

M a k i n g  n o te s
Notes is yet another of the new
features in Wordworth 5. There
are two types included, Endnotes
and Footnotes. Using them is
simple enough. The idea behind
them is that you find a place in
your document where you want
to place a reference number
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Wordvvorth  -  th e  H igh lights
• Drag and Drop Style Sheets
• Interactive Wizards to help you create your documents
• Background Printing frees up the page in seconds
• Direct support for Laser-let 3 and above printers
• On-Line Help
•Template support
• Import Final Copy/Final Writer as well as many PC for-

mats like RTF
• TextEffects
• Endnotes and Footnotes
'Cus tom Bullet Points
• Auto Correct to correct as you type
• New FontEffects such as configurable Small Caps and

Super/Subscript characters
'Tables with import support for TurboCalc files
• Powerful Find and Replace including the font attributes

as well as the text itself
• Contents  and Index generation
• Mail Merge multiple records on a page

A Stele sheets which first appeared le SIMS), 1St hme been
'reeled up and are now among the most powerhil in any document
amid* package.

which matches the same number
attached to a note either at the
foot of your page or at the end of
your document.

Notes are separated from the
main text by a line which is
inserted automatically. This line
can be the whole width of a page
or only half the width. The style
of the line and its endings can
also be configured. The text for
the notes can be automatically
formatted by Wordworth using
attributes from a style sheet.

B a C k f t r O U n d
prIntthg
Of more significance to Amiga
owners who have to suffer
horrendous print times, is going
to be the background printing
feature. This is part of a number
of new features under the title
of OuickPrint.

Background printing simply
tells Wordworth to save the file
to memory and immediately
releases the document so you
can carry on editing it. When you
consider that some pages can
take hours to print, having the
document released within sec-

A I M
onds is a great move
by Digita. Do remem-
ber though that the
page will still take
some time to print
although now the
print process won't
stop you from carry-
ing on with your work.
LaserJet 3 and above
owners also get
something to play
with. With most print-
ers, if you use the
printer's internal
fonts, the choice is
rather limited.
Wordworth though is

now able to create printer fonts
from those fonts used on-screen
and then download them to
LaserJets. This means that
although the first print may take
a while to output, every page
thereafter that uses those fonts
will print much faster because
it's using the fonts downloaded
to your LaserJet.

As you can see, all these
features are new and there are
lots more. Ruler tools sees a lot
of new buttons. One called Bullet
Points for example.
lets you take a para-
graph and add a user
configurable
bullet at the click of
a button. The bullet
used can be selected
from a panel which
shows you all the
characters available te
a particular font.

Also in ruler tools
are two buttons for
indenting a whole
paragraph left or right
In other words, if you
want a paragraph to
be shifted left or right

A Several mew print enhancements have been added including the aloility to print documents im the
Imckgroond SOS ISISSIVOS mead les Lamaist 3 and &have priortms,

in relation to the other para-
graphs. it can be done quickly
using these tools

Yet another new function is
one for placing TurboCalc spread-
sheet files as a table in
Wordworth. This can be used
two ways, one where a new
table is created or another where
the information is placed into an
existing table. This feature was
still in testing stages as I wrote
this review, but for those of
you using rurboCalc.. it will
prove to be a very, very useful
feature indeed.

Imp o rt in g  FinalWrrte r  fi fes
It is well known that many
Amiga owners have both Final
Writer and Wordworth. so it
makes sense for Digita to have
created a Final Copy/Final Writer
import filter.

Like most filters trying to
open a rival product's files, it
works but there is generally a
trade off in what elements it
imports. The example I had,
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13130M31301311011111ononnoormemono
1111/13131:313PILIEIDUCILIOLI
1,3110=313111E1E1111313121130* • unnUOCIEM1C10133111311

AL Bullets can now be added to a paragraph using a button in Rolm
Tools The type of bullet coo he chosen by the user as can the loot

imported text OK, but other for-
matting support was still lacking

W h a t  a  bargain?
Overall. Word worth 5 is a big
improvement on Wordworth 3.
It's more than worth upgrading to.
What I would like to see from now
on is a beefing up of the current
crop of features as well as some
more specialist tools added and
of course, a wider selection of
ARexx commands.

Nobody can say Wordwont 5
better than Final Writer or vice
versa because they both still sup-
port a number of useful features
that the other does not. The one
you choose will depend on what
specialist features you need as
both programs handle the basics
very well.

However, Do bear in mind
though that to upgrade from
Wordworth 3.1 only costs E29.99
and that makes Wordworth a real
bargain for existing users.•
Larry Hickmott

WORD WORTH 5

0112110

l SOO

Very gond tilt and
Could de with a
document lama

With as mode price tan 3
si less diem t i t  waits 5 is

M U T
Great new lea-
Lures and low
upgrade price.

system requirements:
Pm Amiga with Workbench 2.04 or
elm aid 3Mb el memory. Two floppy
disk driwes or a hard dish

With filloas Wizards to WI  yeesl4
r
1
Wardwell* cooldn't is aisles.
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Main Contents List:

tAllso!
• Fu ll version o f  DOpus v4
• Fu ll version o f  Octarned v5.04
• Other fu ll programs (TOC)
• 'Test  Drive ',  exclusive  version

of Wordworth 3
• L im ited Version o f  PPain t  v6.4
• 'Ge t  Connected t o  the Internet

- a ll you need, a ll ready to  got!
• Essen t ia l PD to  Get Sta rted
• Exclu sive  stuff front various

user groups and companies!

ADVANCED AMIGAGUIDE -  AAG
• Fast Rencianng of 8 b it  (256 colour) Images

P r.CrICHOr NIStantarigOLAS ce sp as o f 256 ccie u r pse tores e san  on  sto ck 029 Ae V e  M e re  u e r b e  mo m th an  o n . 2SS
c l a p  re5ale50 at are nine wish the pewit
, s h e e r• la  a Stand-alone Platform Unlike Other ••Hyperkisr Products (HTML Language etc)
O ral  .> .t re e d  td h e f p • o g • strs M O /  Of ANIT CP ft, ru n

• M lows Text, Picture and Gadget L inks as Opposed to it 's Pre-desessor
d e r*  on  a p iEtu rD 1W 4 .0 1 4 1
,
6 0  a e O g e r  
a m ,  
a n o t t a
-  
p a g
e  
0 1 0 e r
A F , 9  
b a
C i t  
t
o  
y c
o r  
o n o n
a i p o
s t o h
.

• Allo ws the use of Sub-Modules Runneble as Commands
for hnstanca phay and showy etl anoween as a corrwiand by enciOng oe a button' The corntrunds cat aNtses you tO
'esnle" to anything and anywhere ac tr  a kra• and Anibal the aserionev arc.

• Mult ip le  Fonts 8  Add Co ke r Irons 256 Colour Pellets
you can ass as many O•eemot tont% at JeSti Dice Jost ose the opena
, A m i g a  b l o w  e x t r a  
i n  a n y  
i c i e r  
Y o u  
c a n  a
,
s 6

crdoeir ro tha l e t  aom os eek . of 256 coftss , Har tight a aKsel - add We t ,  HighOgle dilkwant Arid a d d  colour
,• Super Bitrnap Window

AasgsGiade SC, &loco taro op more *as  Ow  is ava9ibbe
• Downward Compatibility
ma eee to neon ian.aa• :i im ao Pormati:eml 6,550,5711
M-• Drawing Tools
M G  allows you to create lines bases cuces and c olor  thereby using tarriCee a :w o w
-
i d s  s a l t  a n  C O M M
10-40.25-50 Of Olit5E 10,30,35 • using co-ordinate:5 and aSngatIS

(Somme version
The Gat Started CD Should be available Inom most good O u t  M a r c h  1 9 9 6

CD m a i  order and high street Amiga retailers AA r O te  [ A G A  M a c h i n e s )  E 2 9 . 9 9nisereeel. Contents  may be subtecl to change

svparb PD libraries. The nledece MuSt be die Most
easy to  use CO intedace on any CO. Coded by  the
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pore, read about Me disk and click to extract. Superb ar d very easy to
use. The contents  have also been upas ted so you get a t the lates t PO
unti early January 1996 and loads morn as WWI COPZerte Comes w i t
an on- lins  help routine. rnultilaskng search routine end hialkeys func-
tion I t  you want 650MB's of the latest PD, teen took here! Two formats
- ready-lb-run and the ObAS format to r  shops etc l. The pc tuos  haiow
show the enhanced DMS interface in ac tion.
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The History of the Amiga
Who invented 117 The old Commodore. its bosses, ideas, mis

.kes etc . t h e  Escom :Wivel and m uc h m or e.
I migo EnvironmeM
hat a  your Amiga? Why is it so special? What is the
ene'? Who are Amiga Technologies and what do they do?

no Amiga Hardware
•31Cht outside, ports, chips all explained
Vorkbench and DOS
that is it? Using it . Data and Me management, Workbench
• wironment tbs. the CLI. advanced WR and CLI tricks
• re g ro m m in g
,MOS, Bh12, assembly, C. Amiga E and AR M (  exarrened
wcome an Artist Overnight
aytrac ing, 3D, anim ation, bi tr nep dr awing analysed
ecome an Amiga Music Maestro

Uctamec explained. MIDI discussed. musicians interviewed
Getting Your Words into Print
Word prccessing Desk Top Publishing, Printers, Clipart sic
Surfing the Super information Highway
Intro to  the Interned. Surfi ng the IM er net. WWW des ign.
Amiga Internet Providers, Amiga Internet software. The Amiga
Technologies Internet pack taken tor a test drive.
General Arena
Emulation, Operating Systems, Storage SyStems, Amiga in
Business. Multimedia etc etc etc
The Amiga Future
Where is the Amiga going? Amiga Technologies' plans, Amiga
visions, possible industry comments. Amiga 'Visions' t h e
companies  that w i t  br ing us  innovative pr oduc ts  in 1996. We
interv iew InterSeCt Dev elopm ents , Fields  of Vis ion and m or e
And Finally
Credits , thank s  and any thing we have for gotten!

New Search Rout ine
,Oftb, l i i  r a m e L  u r

t's HERE! Zoom  reteese 2  -  now  In ready-to-run N e w  ' H o t - K e y s '  F u n c t i o n
an d  D M S  f o rm at !  D o  yo u  w an t  th e  l ate st  P D  CD- J i l l  are as •S• l a  ae arcl
- 3 r  •
E
•  t o r  a A t f . K 1 .  e a ,  
N o ,

Rom that c o n t . i e  the latest PD to  January 1996? R e s t y l e d ,  R e m o s t e r e dCcelanS th e  greates t a n d  Lates t P D  hor n  t w o raw hats and infoonabon T e s t  a r tw o r k
.  S

Superb value CD-Rom at only C19•99 N E W
!

Kee and Gareth Craft
Steve Bye
Ed Wiles
Larry Hickman
Peter and Deed Clarke
Simon & Co.
Mork Thomas

, Denny  Ammo,
Jason Joroache
Dale ifemenway
Dow: laylcs
Join Kennedy
Jeremy Font
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Andrew Campbell
Richard B e r n e t .
Spencer Jarvis

•

M M U S : U M : M O

• Greatest & Latest PO train *arty 1995 •  January 1996 Lasts.
gashes, demos,slideshows. edLeation, desk mega and morel
- n re asn e  mo st o f rhos d a
,
e ar l  
a v , d  . . . d
o  a t  
0
,
1 . 1  
F M  
s o t /
w a v e

• NEW: 100 elandlimiCard Games Deluxe Cardsets
• NEW! The complete Ace.* Software Pro Pack collection
• NEW AS the Professional Sauna Samples DO War d
• NEW! Oyes M M . ,  al  read-te-sieweuse Magic Lee 'core etc
• N E W  Spe rm!' laro g rarn rairve  t o w e d  awe

NEW! READY TO RUN & DMS
NEW to ZOOM  release 2 is the eaey - to- uw, r eady - to- not
for m at as  fi r s t dem ons tr ated i n  N U  AGA Experience_
Allows the carpet use o l  PD s tr aight fr om the CD-ROM!

• -

The world's first truly AGA multimedia, interactive compact disc.
Designed for beginners, new users through to intermediate (and
higher!) levels, it  helps an Amiga user understand more about
their computer and what it is capable of. Covers many subjects
from raytracing to the Internet and from programming to music,
Many 'well-known' experts and Amiga-buffs are contributing to
this CD. They offer help, answers, tips, tricks and more. Want to
know how the experts create a WWW page? Global Internet show
how! Stuck using Internet software? John Kennedy explains all.
Also contains forums, opinions and a look to the future with top
Amiga developers. Comes with a FREE bonus beginners section
with commercial programs, commercial demos and all the PD you
need to Get Started, all ready-to-run. If you have an AGA Amiga
with a CD player, then get this. PC mult imedia CD's are herel

And Starring!
• Alfige MIDI
- AMOS Programming
- °clamed in Depth

DTP Printers, Glipart
- 3D Animahon
• 30 Anextecture
• WOW Deegovluture
- Die CD and Garman Mkt
- Elitmap Graphcs

Anorsation
Storage. Emulalloo

- loternet etc etc etc'• PD Section

- Amiga O N - AMOS 'Rands-on'
• NAJS•C (80unCISIUMP
,- Imagine 'Harida-Cri•

A dv anc ed A m igaGuido  ( or  M G )  is  th e  language  th a t r es ides  beh ind  the  Ge t  S tar ted  in ter fac e-  I t  o ffe r s  we
enhanced and powerful features over the Old AmigaGuide language, To the left  of th is box is a list  o f  the I I
tures AAG contains. M G  could be used in  a  multirmKtia product, interlace front-end, on-line help progral
d isk magamine and much more. Contact us for licence details. M O  should be available by May/June 19e l

AAG - GUI OS VERSION
Adyno,-,an i a A G ,  La.
, b e  a  d u e l  
r a r n a n n r n , n
i  
t o r  
t r i e

We ave  Ao rtd aGrad a I n  a n ab
,
*  0 5  G U I  
o a r s o r  
l o o k s  
v a r y  
z e r
o  
•

Lar to  me  e xistio u  l o n e rs h o we ve r It is ve ry d e le re m, The  lan g u ag e
allows more lianotailty such act the co-ordinabon et text images and

gad:2We in uP10 2543 cialcurs and can
arid more powedul leetures such a t
HIM_ decoding o r  us e a t  mangle
traitso n  s e a e  M G  can also read
old AnsgaGietta eke I t  She uses the
mime techniques tor  writing '  GUIDE'
Oes e w e  second p o tto * -  ONOOF•
GUNK, OCOM M A ND e tc  a r e  th e
serrue as the old formeo but row corn-
mends h iNe  been added such a s
. A G E .  (MEM, *M OD OSECTION.
OPADE. OCOLOUIR, OBOX, ODRAW,
°LINE, OGOTO, MCENTEE etc  etc .
Pas s lows  the user to quichty untie
,e land the  e i re d
5
d te  
e e i t i r . a  
c b
.

_ arn e rrialp ag as

yy.r a .  y r a d  e d g e : .

I v i u m m e a t a  M I  1E5 t i e S t !

1
1
/ 
S
i
m
p
l
e 
a
n
d 
E
a
s
y
-
t
o
-
u
s
e

Educating and Informative
* /  Entertaining and Exciting

Powerful and Amazing!

- MIDICratt
- I t  boonceware
- War ned  Eagan
- LH PUfirishing
- The %con tips ter s

S I.
• Gebel kernel Ltd
- Fieelarce Wmter
• Freelance Ansi
- Dalertiation
- Freelance Woke
- Paragon (Freelaticial
- Grotrv l Zero & A ber ..

Axiben Video Seneices
- AMOS Programmer
- MED Users Group

Imagine Users Group

COMMERCIAL SOFTWARE -  NO T  PDI

Above ere tom screen
an early m ac e Cl the Get Eli
CO ineartaios The men papa
oaks/ windows. Me haw'al
horary and an arimulsin emit

'ALL YOU NEED' SECTION
The ' a l•yo e
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such es Ootarned ve,04. Personal
, P irko  8 ,  (Winte ry opus a  arid

I i  Woodwor th 'Test-Dr ive' w i l t com-
mercial deem s  and superb public
domain as chosen by  Ground Zara

There a re  exclusive collections iron?
fi t,ti ,G., t h e  Im a g i n e  U s e r s  Gr o u p ,
MIDIGralt. A M OS .%  authors a i d  Cloanto. The P t)  come
are hc h l i gh ted  a
,
r 1  
e x a m i n e
d  
w r e h
n  
7 N
e  
G e
t  
S t a
r l e
t :

face. There is  also a  superb. "Get Connec ted'  ar ea a l
need, reedy-to-runiinstall rail ex p iar ed in  th e  Ge t
inter twelli to gal onto the Internat. Global Interne we b•  p
vidiria me access, so immediate 'net sort rql There ars hill

more reasons to buy Gab Started - it 's the 3  CD's m
if;
1
1

Mulfirreclia CO. Internet Softvrant CD, Commercial So

Fi l  L i
c
E N C
E W A
R 1

volume one - 1-01 to FI-100
Sock o f  th e  r un- of- the- m i l  o l d  P D  C O  releases  - p
i
s
containg collections from pre•19957!? Th is CO.
. z 2
,  .
contains t h e  co m p le t e  co lle ct io n  o f  F t  =5 ,

LiCelar,Berere titles from f t  -001 to  F1.100. Oyer WO titles or more Man e m i
200 disks! This CD is worth wet over E500, if  the disks were bought •eTi'
separately. There is something for everyciee On the CD • games. utilrbee,
tools, professional ckpart and music, beginners guides, educational
programs and much more, SOFT* superb material is contained within
the CD-Rom: Blackboard v3  'Image manipulation), Ultimate Oulz 2
',general quit), Ward Plus Pro Ionginefry valued at M t .  Fortress (strat-
egy God game), Relics of Deldroneye "voted best PD game ever by
Amiga Format'. ERIC (voted second best PO game ever), Powerbase
(datable ortigrami. GRAC Isuperb 'Monkey Island' style  adventure
game creator with 000's of copes sold on flopp)''. Introduction to WB
(best selling Ft Title!. Absolute Beginners Guide to AMOS. Junior Artist
(kids pact  packageq or Tots Time lone of many leds educational pro-
grams). Use some of the professional music within your games, with no
extra charges What about the clipart for Knt DTP dOCiardents? AMOS
programmers have a  field clay with th is CD •  AMOStrie ,  guide t o
AMOS and A M OS  supplements . Something for  everyooe. Wi th  a  very
easy to use ArnigaGuideD inter lace walfi  BO% o f the programs running
straight from the CO. RarritiVriber that the programs are commercial,
with copyright owned by r i  I  conceware. All_prestraM-
lilt ixie g e h wa ya lly for every CI) sold, E 3 2 . 9 9
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AMIGA

Andre Agassi Tennis C 1 8  99
Another VVorki / 1 1 7 9

Arcade Pool, . L 8 . 9 9

Campaign. - . 1 9 . 9 5
Cannon Fodder
Cannon Fodder 2 .  117 99
Captain Fitz meets the B18 .881
,
18 .11- C 4 . 9 9
Championship Run 1 4  99
Charnpionshcp Manager 2  1 1 8 . 9 9
Cybercon I ll. ,  -110.99
Dune I  L 1 2 . 9 5
Dune
Embryo - .  t 9  99
Eurochamps '96 L . 2 4  99
F29 Retaliator .. . 1 1 0 . 9 5
Final Over 1 1 0  99
Hard Nova_ . 1 8 . 9 5
Heavy Metal £ 4 . 9 9
Hoyles Book of Games Vol. I  „--___-_11 1.99
Hoyles Book of Games Vol. 2 , .....----_ ,LI  1.99
Hoylos Book of Games Vol. 3 .......------L I 1.99
Hook E 8  95

Populous - Promised Land- _ L I  0.99 F - I S  Strike Eagle II  _ 1 1 2 . 0 5
Populous!' 1 1 2  99 F e a rs L 1 9 0 9
Premier Manager 3 Deluxe Edition - .L 1 7 .9 9  G lo o m
Realms .  - 4 . 1 0 - 9 9  G lo o m  Data Disk. L I 0 . 9 9
Road Rash, . . . . „ 1 1 0 . 9 9  H o yle s Book of Games Vol. I  „ ,  , _ t  11.99
Seawall' 2 „ ,  - 1 2 0 . 9 9  H o yle s Book of Games Vol. 2 . . _ ‘ 1 1 . 9 9
Sensible God ,  -1 1 0 .9 9  H o yle s Book of Games Vol. 3._ - 1 1 1 , 9 9
Sensible World of Soccer_ , ,  -t 1899 Kin g s Quest 11•Romancing the Soone_ .LI0 .99
Samoa, the Sorceror 2 ._ - _ - - - - - - - -  ..... t20.99 Le a ding bp._  . 1 1 9 . 9 9L195
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BlitzTennis-. - - ,  L 1 9  99
Bitts Bomber -  L I 8 9 9
Fears _ L 1 8 . 9 9
Gloom
Gloom I I . 1 1 8  99
Simon the Sorcerer 1  , , _ 1 2 4 . 9 9
Super Streetfighter 2 - / 2 1 . 9 9
VVorms. , - t 1 8 . 9 9

Star Crusader „  A M I G A  ACCESSORIES
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Supremacy,. „  -C10.95 Od ysse y........._._..._..._..._..__...-..- £ 1 8 . 9 9  m o u se  functions. Cybershot concern any scar-
Teroptris 1 8 . 9 9  P o le  Posnice „ 1 1 9 . 9 9  d a rd  Amiga joystick into a Deadly Autofire
Total Footbae „ I  I 9.99 Populous IL_ _ 1  12.99 St ick_
Tracksurt Manager 94195. . 1  17.99 Prim a l Rage „  - - L 1 9 . 9 9  D U S T  COVERS
Treble Champions 1 .  , L12 99 P u t t y  Squad -  P a r k  A l 2 0 0   t 3  95
Turbo Trax 1 1 4  99 R e a lms ,  L I O  99 C D 3 2  .  t 3  95
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Worms. 1 1 8 . 9 9  Suwon' 2   / 2 0 . 9 9  Jupite r Stick- „  L7.99
Zecraolf 2 . .  Ask Se cre t of Monkey Island 1 - Ls °lodes Revenge  T e ch n o p lu s loypad .  1 8 9 9

AMIGA 1200   1 1 1 9 9
Alien Breed 3 0  1 1 9  99 Se nsible  Golf C 1 4  99
Another World -  1 1 2 . 7 9  Se nsible  World of Soccer - , .  t  I 8.99
Andrt Agassi Tennis L 1 9  99 Sim o n  the Sorcerer 2 ,  / 2 9  99L19 99Arcade Pool , , .  . . t 1 3 . 9 9  Sp e rm  Legacy. .

Indy Jones & Fate of Adantis. _ 1 1 3  95 Arch e r  Mclean Pool._ _ L 1 0 . 9 5  S t a r  Crusader
Jungle Strice 1 1 2 9 5  Ca da ve r • The Pay Off_ , -  L 1 2 . 9 5  Stra ke r -  . . L 4 . 9 1
Jurassic Park  - L I  1.95 C a nnon Fodder 2 L I  7.99 5 upe rloopt ,  L 1 2 . 9 9
KGB.. , t  12.95 Championship Manager 2 , - -  1 1 8 . 9 9  Supremacy  L 1 0 . 9 5
King Quest 11 -  Romancing The Stone..._(12.99 C h e ss _ L 1 9 . 9 9  W M .
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Mercenary . - ,  L 2 9 9  D e se rt  Strike L I O  95 T u rb o  Trax ,  - ,  i  1 4 99
MIG2IM Super Ful;t111,  L 1 2  15 D u n e  I  -  1 1 2  5  W o l f  Child 1 8  99
Monkey Island 2 - Le Chuck's Rennie L  12.99 D u n e  2 .- . - L  I 1.95 W o r l d  Oats Underboard -  -  L 4 . 9 9
N B A JAM TE ‘ 1 9  99 E l f t .  2 . Frontier L i  0 99 VVo rm s L I S - 9 9
PGA Tour Golf  t  12.95 Em b ryo _  , . . L 9 , 9 9  C D 3 2
Player Manager 1. A I  399 Eurochames 1 6 . -  ,  - 1 2 4 , 9 9  Alle n  Breed 3D.. . L I 9 . 9 9
Populous 2  L i  2 99 E xi le   ( 1 9  99 An d re  Apse  Tennis i l  8 99

MICE
Alfa-Data 400Dpi Mouse .  L9.99
Amiga S T  Switchable Mouse C l 2  95

AMIGA COMPUTERS
Al200 (ch . Pinbali Mania.Wordrworth SE
£37999
Al200 with 170 Mb Hard Drive L 4 7 9 . 9 9

DISKS
10 -  ( 2 2 5
SO L 9  00

AMINET DISKS
aiso £1195 each

Ask about EVERGLADE P. D . Libra ry

ITEMS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. P&P is FREE. Europe add £2 per title. Rest of World add L3 50 per title
ACCESS and VISA NO W ACCEPTED.
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s
o•  Price: E238 II Developer: Epson U Supplier: Epson 01734 303681

egular readers of CLI
Amiga Magazine will
know that we're long
time fans of Epson's

tylus range. When we first
reviewed the Stylus range we
were impressed by its 720 dpi
putout which produced print
quality the like of which hadn't
been seen before in a low cost
printer. As a result, the Stylus
range quickly found a home in
many Amiga users set-ups.

Cheaper version
To build on its successes, Epson
have come up with the idea of
taking the technology found in
more expensive Stylus printers,
Cutting back some of the less
important aspects: speed, buffer

or the price of this
inkjet from Hewlett
Packard you could buy
yourself an entire new

system and quite a good one at
that. So what's it got to offer for
so much money? Well, for
starters you get colour 600dpi
output and an output speed of
six pages a minute for black and
white printing. Tempting, but
then the Epson Stylus model
above offers 720dpi. However,
the HP model has 1Mb of RAM.
plus a 32k buffer, which should
mean your system can send files
to the

4 4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
-

size etc and releasing lower
priced models. The Epson Stylus
II is one of these new reduced
cost models,

This idea of releasing low cost
versions of higher priced, higher
spec printers is not new and in
some cases has not always been
a good idea as sometimes the
low cost versions end up as the
poor relations of the original and
don't perform properly at all,

However this is not the case
with the Epson Stylus, it definitely
looks and feels like one of the
Epson range, The colour repro-
duction is really superb for a print-
er in this price bracket. If you
want to print out colour pictures
with lots of colours you want this.
Sadly, there are some annoying

printer faster (so you get back to
using the application quicker).

N o  s wo p p in g
A real bonus of this printer is that
it can fit both colour and black
cartridges simultaneously, Why is
this a bonus? Well, Colour inkjets
work by having cartridges which
contain several different colour
inks (usually three or four) which
are then mixed to produce other
colour combinations. However,
this system, while good for
colour, fails when it comes to
printing true black - invariably you
end up with a tinted black. The

only solu-
tion for
this is to
stick in a
dedicated
black unit,
but this
means
that for
jobs that
have both

colour and
black ink in

them you end
up having to stop

banding faults,
which is odd
because other
Stylus printers I've
seen have stood
out for their lack
of banding and
paper waving.

B lo ts
Black and text
reproduction,
however, are disappointing. Pure
black output comes out as off-
black h mmm,  while text output
is very poor. Also, there are
numerous rogue ink drops
around characters and it also
seemed to take quite a while to
pump out text Only pages.

Apart from these problems

and swop cartridges during the
printing which is inconvenient and
slow. The HP printer doesn't sutler
from this problem because you it
can handle both colour and black
cartridges simultaneously. Having
two cartridges (one black, one
colour) makes the printer more
suitable for complex documents
containing both text and pictures.

Quality  o u tp u t
The output quality is very
respectable. Not up to Stylus
quality but still more than good
enough for home use. Blacks are
very respectable: dark, solid, and
refreshingly free of banding. Even
on large areas of continuous ink,
where traditionally the volume of
ink on the paper would cause it to
ripple, HP's ink composition kept
it relatively free of 'paper waves'.

On colour prints however I
experienced some banding,
although only over areas of heavy
ink deposits. In other respects the
colour output quality wasvery.
very good. Although still obviously
from an inkjet the output was
some of the best I've seen. There
was a little interference - where

the
Stylus II is

still very much a part of
the Stylus range which is good. All
in all for colour graphic output the
Stylus II is a great low coFt choice
Just avoid
it for black
or text
only work.
•
AL
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ewlett Packard 850c
Price: £450 II Developer: Hewlett Packard II Supplier: Hewlett Packard © 01344 461 274

Tried and
Tested Me th o d s
To test these pr inters
we used PageStr eam.  Firstly
because i t's a DTP  pr ogr am,
and hence ideal  for  creating
pages composed of  both text
and graphics -  str uctur ed
and bi tmap.  Secondly,
because i t comes wi th tots
of pr inter  drivers.  In the case
of the HP model  we used the
MI L pr inter  drivers.

ink from surrouno pixels overflows
and discolours the currently print-
ed area - but nothing significant.

Overall, the 850c is a very
respectable printer and ideal for
home or business use. Certainly
for colour use it's definitely
worth a look, although it's rather
expensive. For black and white
graphics or text only work howev-
er I'd recommend you take a look
at some of the low cost hsor
printers
that are
now turn-
ing up. •
AL
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PRODUCT TEST

'Green' Pen Mouse
•  Price: 09.95 •  Developer: Golden Image •  Supplier: Golden Image it 0181900 9291

ome manufacturers are
taking this 'green' lark a
too far. Billed in capital
bold letters as a

GREEN product, the only thing
green about this unit is that the
box is apparently recyclable.
However, having never tried a pen
mouse before I was looking
forward to trying it out

When I got it out the box
though. I was sorely disappointed.
It looked cheap and the plastic
ball sticking out the bulbous
business end rattled like a kid's
toy. Also the pen's design didn't
make it very easy to use.

Odd angle
The angle you have to hold it to
comfortably use the buttons and
keep the ball tracking effectively is
completely wrong as far as I'm

ScreenBeat Sub-Woofer
•  Price: f149.99 •  Developer: Logic 3 •  Supplier: Logic 3 © 0181 900 0024

o you pine for more
audio amplification? Do
you wish that when its
time to blow the Gloom
ghosts away or com-

pose your own brain-spinning
groove you could really crank up
the audio? If you do then Logic 3
have the sonic steroid you need.
Their new speaker is a 100 watt
subwoofer and satellite speaker
combo designed to rumble with
the best of them.

The main boom box is housed
in tower unit that could, with a little
imagination fit, into the set of an
original StarTrek scene, while the
two left and right units look like tra-
ditional computer speakers. All
three are cased in an Amiga-ish
off-white colour arid sit comfort-
ably along side all models.

Loud enough?
In pure watts per pound terms
Logic 3 should do well, on paper
anyway. However, when wired up
and pumping out sonics we were
slightly disappointed. Sure it does
a good job, with a hefty bass able

J
I
N
N
I  
7
1
1
1
1
k

concerned. But because every-
one holds a pen slightly differ-
ently I asked five people to try it
out and no-one could get com-
fortable. To use it I had to hold it
unnaturally and this made my
hand tired very quickly.

Ten thumbs
Otherwise, how did it perform?
Terribly. For a start the resolution
is only half what it should be. As
far as I'm concerned, the idea of a
pen mouse is to allow you to
draw (or write) things on screen in
a similar way to doing it directly
on to paper. It follows that this
concept could only work if the
pen mouse had a higher resolu-
tion than a normal mouse: you
just don't want to have to move it
move it all over the mat. Also,
unlike pen to paper where you are

to throb, but it when the volume
was cranked up it just didn't seem
loud enough - for this kind of
money we expected it to be a lot
louder. At this point I should point
out that its loudest is still too loud
for prolonged use
in a normal envi-
ronment, but on
those rare occa-
sions when you
want really loud
sound the Logic 3
won't hack it -
which is annoying

_ogic 3

looking down directly at your
results, in this case you have to
look at the monitor and almost
blindly use the pen. And this unit
just lacks the necessary feel for
this. It was as though I had 10
thumbs every time I used it.

Alas, the buttons are also
pretty useless. They are posi-
tioned. on the top near the ball
end and although accessible
using your index finger while hold-
ing the pen pinched between the
thumb and centre digit, the left
mouse button equivalent (the long
curved button at the bottom)
must be sprung with an ant's leg.

as this is one of the reasons you'd
buy such a unit.

Assuming you're not judging
this on wattage terms alone how-
ever you won't be disappointed.

Explosions in Gloom
and Zeewolf rumble

• t h e  floor, while
punches and

Vir k i c k s  from
Kung Lao
and his

AN b u d d i e s  in

it offers such little resistance.
It takes its time springing up
again once pressed too. This
makes double-clicking an
imprecise affair. The 'right button
button is positioned further up the
body and is awkward to use too,
though more reliable.

Even users trying for the
natural feel in an art package
would be far better served with
a decent 560 dpi mouse for the
same sort
of money,
Steer well
clear of
this joke •
MB

21

Mortal Kombat really hurt. Higher
frequency sounds, produced by
the satellite speakers rather than
the sub-woofer sound clean and
clear, although some of the very
high frequencies get a bit lost in
the overall mix. Normal music and
sampled sounds were also pro-
duced ably, although it doesn't
handle really heavy bass tracks as
well as might be expected from a
system that after all was designed
with Bass reproduction in mind..

Money 's  w o r t h
For top sound this sub-woofer pro-
duces the goods. Although a lot of
dosh, some one hundred and fifty
gold coins, you'll find it hard to
match the bass and volume it
pumps Out for less. It should also
be remembered that if you
already have a CD32, or Amiga
with CD drive, adding this unit will
give you a respectable (7) amplifier
for a lot
less than a
new Hi FL
•
AL
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PRODUCT TEST
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Datastore 2
Price: E49.99 I  Developer: Digita •  Supplier: Digita 01395 210 213

If yo u  w a n t  t o  k e e p  y o u r l i fe  in
o rd er a n d  s o rt  o u t  t h a t  g i g a n t i c
video  o r  w i n e  c o l le c t io n ,  t h e n  y o u
need a  d a t a b a s e .  D i g i t a  u p d a t e s
th e i r p o p u l a r i n f o - mi n e

little while back two
flatfile databases
appeared in rapid suc-
cession: Final Data by

Softwood and Datestore by Digit&
Both were reasonable, and ideal
as Amiga-versions of the sort of
common paper card file databas-
es found in millions of offices and
homes around the world. Now
Digita return with a new rendition
of their program - Datastore 2,

Imp ro v e me n ts
At first glance there wouldn't
appear to be any major new
innovations in Datastore.
Admittedly it can now open on
Public Screens - you're no longer
limited to working in resolutions
and colour palettes that Digita
chose - so it looks different but
the architecture of the screen
layout remains the same.

However once you get into the
user interface there are some
subtle but important improve-
ments. Perhaps the most
important of these is that the Find
dialog can now be left open all
the time, even while you do other
things with the program. This may
not sound special but given that

databases are aimed at maintain-
ing lists of data and interrogating
them to order the ability to
constantly find particular records
and edit them without having to
open and close a requester is
very, very useful,

Another useful improvement is
the List View, which shows
records vertically with individual
fields being displayed across the
page - like a spreadsheet. When
viewing records in this manner it's
possible to drag records to and
from the display to customise it
to your tastes. This is definitely a
shot across the bows of Final
Data, which looks like a spread-
sheet that's been converted into a
database: It'll be interesting to
see what SoftWood do in
response.

Faster?
Digita are also claiming that this
new version has faster data
loading and saving times, and that
they've increased the overall
reliability of the program.
Although reliability is always a
tough factor to judge they've
certainly boosted disk accessing
times - on my stock Al200 a test

A The new Dammam 2, complete with bst views owl the ability to keep the search requester open while you
do other things in the program -  both very, eery, oselel•

database I built took
almost a second less
to save to floppy than
previously!

These new tricks
join Datastore's
armoury of existing
facilities (extreme ease
of use, the ability to
include pictures with
your data, and freefor-
mat database design)
to make it a very flexi-
ble and able database
In fact I'd now go so
far as to say that it's probably the
leading non-relational database on
the Amiga.•
Andy Leaning

R a t  wh a t?
Datastore and its rival Final Data are what's
known as flatfile databases, which means
that they work like the  old card files found
in homes and offices. Let me explain.
Imagine having a desktop file, and for each
person you know it contains a piece of card
and all the  data relating to each person is
written on this card. Very simple, easy and
effective but also limiting. I f for example
you had a list of friends you play darts with
on one set of cards and another set of cards
listing the  members of a football team that
you're part of, you'd have to create a new
set of cards simply to cross reference the

names and addresses of people who appear
in both.

The alternative is a relational database,
which allows you to have multiple databas-
es and use the information in one with
another - so you could simply call up the
address records from the darts database
while you're using the football file to find
out if there are any crossovers. Even better,
if you update one, the other is automatical-
ly kept up to date too! I f you're looking for
a way of entering, maintaining and indexing
lists of data, a flatfile database (Datastore
2) is what you want.

AmiGA
SUPERSTAR

A I t looks lest like the old version. bat De nton 1
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Phase 3
Anyone looking for a decent
CD-ROM of images and fonts
for DTP and DTV will find
Phase 3 an attractive option.
The data on the disc is made
up of three main groups:
fonts, clip art and images.

There are four types of
fonts included: Compugraphic,
PageStream. Type 1 and IFF
'clip fonts'. There are stacks of
them and they all come with
preview screens that can be viewed with a double mouse
click. The disc is worth the price for the fonts alone.

Next there's the clip art, which comes in colour IFF and
mono IFF formats. The mono clips are different to the colour
clips, covering the following areas: events; military; miscel-
laneous; sport; transport; work and world. The colour clips
cover five main areas: flowers; insects; mammals; trees and
Christmas. Each of the directories comes complete with its
contents in the form a thumbnail preview screen. This
means that you can scan the whole directory by viewing just
one or two preview screens, then grab the file you want,
rather than viewing each one in full.

Finally there's the images section. Unlike the clip art
images, these are full screen digitised photos generally of a
high quality. The subjects covered are as follows: backdrops;
bikes; boats; castles; cats; classic cars; Dungeons and
Dragons; Or Who; Deep Space Nine;
fractals; girls; Greece; hunks; Heavy
Metal (the comic); Italian cars;
movies; robots; Star Wars; water
life; White (fantasy) and Patrick
Woodroffe (fantasy). Each image is
supplied as a 16, 256 and 4096
(HAM) colour IFF file. The same
preview indexes are used here
as with the clip art.

This is one of the best DTP/DTV
CO-ROMs on the market. Recom-
mended to anyone in need of some
quality ready-made graphics and fonts.

Available from: EMC Computergraphic,
8 Edith Road, Clacton On Sea, Essex
C015 1JU. Tel: 01255 431 389. Price:
E24.99 plus El  P+P.

-
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

, i 4
0
-
6 1
-
m
Y
t

o p t
,

I '

N I UCD-ROMS
T o n y H o rg a n

ro u n d s  u p  e r
t w o  C D s  t h is
mo n t h  b u t

t h e re 's  lo t s  o n

t h e m,  h o n e s t .

5 0 ok

Assassins
U lt ima te  Ga m e s
Vol 2
{he Assassins are well known for their regular floppy disk compilations
of PD games. They don't write the games themselves, they just handle
the production of the compilations. This CD is their second CD-ROM
release, which includes all of their previous floppy releases in DMS
archive form, along with hundreds of 'new' PD games ready to run
from the disc.

PD game compilation CDs are always a bit hit and miss. To their
credit The Assassins seem to have put quite a lot of effort into ensur-
ing that the games on this CD work on most Amigas, but during our
tests the failure rate was annoyingly high. In the main the the CD was
tested on a CD32 and an Al200 with a 50MHz 030 accelerator and an
extra 4Mb of RAM. One problem that often occurs with similar CDs
concerns the differing controls of each game; some require a key-
board, others expect joystick or mouse input or any combination of the
three. After you select your game from the menu you're told which
controls the game requires. There's also a selection of utilities, instruc-
tions and help files on the disc, along with some networking software

Unfortunately the quality of most of the games is awful. Shaky
AMOS creations and unexciting re-vamps of ancient computer games
account for most of them. There are a few expertly-crafted updates of
old coin-op favourites, such as Deluxe Galaga, and some neat
Workbench hacks like Lander (complete with "The Eagle has landed"
NASA samples. If you feel it's worth buying the CD for a few gems
then go ahead, but don't expect a disc full of decent games.

Available from: Active Software, PO Box 151, Darlington,Dur ham DL3  8YT.
Tel: 01325
352260. Price:
E18.99 plus
E n o  (Europe) El
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Scene
Relics Of  Deldroneye II
ad ven tu re  g a me
Adventure fans have had a lean time of it recent-
ly, with only the belated Flight of the Amazon
Queen quenching the thirst for brain cell
action. Relics of Deldroneye II isn't quite in the
same league but it still packs a fair old puzzle.
By the looks of it, it was written with the
Graphic Adventure Creator utility which we
reviewed in the February 1996 issue. Using the
familiar point and click interface that's now
become standard for adventure games, Relics II
plops you into an open ended sci-fi story that kicks
off with the central character stranded on an aban-
doned spaceship.

Flavour
A G A  d e mo
Flavour is one of the few good demos that s appeared recently but don't expect it to blow your
mind, as you'll have seen most of the effects before. It begins with a light-sourced texture-
mapped vector, followed by a slightly more impressive plasma-covered doughnut. Next there's
a wobbly stick of rock, a bout of yawn-inducing 3D dot patterns, the obligatory bitmap zooms
and wibbles and some blur effects. An average techno soundtrack provides the aural interest.

While this is quite entertaining in a predictable demo kind of fashion, the fact that it's the
best offering this month is rather sad. It's starting to look as though the coders have had
enough of squeezing new tricks out of the Amiga hardware, With any luck this is just a dry spell
and we'll be flooded with wonderful new forms of psychedelia next month. Here's hoping.

Available from: OnLine PD, 1 The Cloisters, Helsel! Lane, Formby, Liverpool L37
3PX. Tel: 01704 834 335. BRS: 01704 834 583. Price: 75p plus 75p P+P.

-  l e t , 1  0
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experience Flahh!

Despite the amateur look of the
graphics, there are some nice visual touches and
enough details have been included to keep up the
interest level.

If Relics looks a bit pricey, bear in mind that it's
not actually PD and it comes on five disks. You'll
need an 41200 or A4000 to run it.

Even if there were plenty of commercial
alternatives, Relics II would still be worth a shot,
but especially in the current climate it comes
highly recommended.

Available from: Fl  LiCenCeiNtirel,
31 Wellington Road, Exeter,
Devon EX2 9DU. Tel:
01392 493 580. Email:
steve@dcandy.demon.
co.uk. Price: E7.99.

Deformed
A G A  d e mo

Demo-heads in need of another fix
may like to take a look a t Deformed,
which features all the usual routines,
Including texture mapped cuboids,
fiery blur effects and light-sourced
vectors. Still nothing new though.

Available from: OnLine PD, 1 The
Cloisters, Ha!sail Lane, Formby,
Liverpool L37 3PX.
Tel: 01704 834
335. BBS: 01704
834 583.
Price: 75p plus
75p P+P.
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Phantom
g a me
Have you got room for just one more Defender clone in your
collection? Phantom lacks the scanner of the original but
includes most of the other elements tha t made the Williams
coin-op such a success. Most importantly it's  fast and
smooth with good explosions and sound effects -  essential
requirements for any decent shoot 'em up of course.
Recommended to all zap-fans.

ridable f ro m:  OnLine PD, 1 Th o  Clo ister! ,  i i , i l sa l l  Lane,
rrnby, L iverpoo l L37 3PX Te l .  01704 834 335 B B S :  01704

6,34 583 P rice :  75p  p lus 75p P P

• 7  J P ,  7  -  —

Psycheual
g a me
Underworld's 'Dark Train' is sampled
and looped to form the backing for
the intro screen of this one, even
though it never gets further than the
first few bars. The game itself is a blatant
rip-off of Team 17's Alien Breed (2D). taking the
top-down maze shoot 'em up format and, well, just
reproducing it really.

It's all done competently enough, with smooth
scrolling and all of that kind of stuff. If you liked the
original Alien Breed and fancy playing a slightly different
version, check it out. Underworld fans would do better to
stick with their official musical output. You don't need an
AGA machine but you do need 1Mb of Chip RAM to run it.

Avai lable f r om: O nl i ne  PD,  1 The  Cloisters,
Halsal l  Lane,  For mby,  Li ver pool  137  3PX.  Tel :
0 1 7 0 4  8 3 4  335.  BBS: 0 1 7 0 4  834  583.  Pr ice: 7 5 p
plus 7 5 p P+P.

•
S
t  
n
n

, •  •••

Speed 8
intros co mp i la t io n
The  best  thi ng a bout  i ntr os is tha t
they're always very small, so you can
fit loads of them on your hard drive,
or tack them onto your favourite
disks without wasting space. Mos t of
them return to your Amiga's operat-
ing system when you click the le ft
mouse button. This compilation has
the usual mixed bag, some of which
are fun while others are frankly crap.
Most of the effects are of the 'chunky
colourful spinning things' variety -
good news for lovers of all things
wibbly wobbly.

Any Ws  looking for quick snatch-
es of weird visuals will find some
gems here. As most of them can be
run and re-run within seconds, tag-
ging together multiple edits of the
same short sequence would be much
easier than a ttempting the  same
thing wi th a ful l -blown demo tha t
ran for  ten minutes.

Available from: OnLine PO, 1 The
Cloisters, Halsall Lane, Formby,
Liverpool 137 3PX. Tel: 01704  834

335. BBS: 01704
834 583.
Price: 7 5 p plus
7 5 p P + R

75p
plus
75p
1
2
4
-
1
3
.

CI: Whiz!
quiz g a me
Once it's up and running, 0 : Whiz! is a fairly playable pub-quiz
game. It's unfortunate that setting it up isn't a bit simpler. You can
choose from a number of question banks, each of which has its
own subject. Sci-fi fans will be pleased to hear that there are
banks devoted to The X-Files, Star Trek and Red Dwarf, along with
the usual collection of general knowledge questions.

It's let down somewhat by the long-winded intermissions
between questions, during which counters are clocked up, timers
are refilled, and text is printed and deleted in teletype style, one
character at a time. A commercial two-disk version is available
from the same address.

Avai l abl e f r om:  Paul  Nor dovi cs,  4
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Kathar i ne Str eet,
Mi l l om,  Cumbr i a
LA1 8  4AQ.
Tel: 0 1 2 2 9  7 7 3
823.  Pr i ce: ( P D
ver si on) E 1 . 4 9
i ncl udi ng
P+P,  ( ful l
ver si on) £ 6 . 7 4
i ncl udi ng P+1
3
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Snail Racing
g a me

What could be more exciting
than a snail race? The smell of
the slime, the lure of the let-
tuce I  can feel the adrena-
line rush already! No, that was
lie actually. Snail racing is just
as tedious as it sounds. You
can choose to race your own
snail, training it by selecting
the best diet possible or bet
on a race of other snails.
Either way it's not the sort of
thing you're likely to get the
urge to do a second time.

Available from: Online PD,
1 The Cloisters, Halsall
Lane,  For mby,  Liverpool
137 3PX.  Tel: 0 1 7 0 4  834
335.  BBS: 0 1 7 0 4  834  583.
Price:

8 3
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An exhibition sponsored by Amiga Technologies
itnessI

HE AMIGA IS BACK
!So on with the show

Be the first to see
All the latest developments from Amiga Technologies

•  The first major launches in two years

ree Advice Centre
e •

Novotel Exhibition Centre, Hammersmith, London
Saturday, April 13th and Sunday, April 14th

Admission: Adults E7 Children E5.50
Avoid the queues by booking in advance

Credit Card Hotline 01369 706346
Cheques and Postal Orders made payable to The World of Amiga at

PO BOX 9, Dunoon, Argyll. PA23 8 0 0
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FREE LABILE •  FREE DELIVERY BY PARCEL FORCE
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PRINTERS
PANASONK 2135

24 FIN c a m
E164.99

All printers free lead & delivery
DOT MATRIX 2 4  PIN

PANASONIC 2135 24 pin Colour inc. shoot feeder..._1164_99
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Add EIS 'kw Block Ribbon D Moeix only cktst cover, conk.
Awed, SOO A4 dam when purchased with printer

INKJET - DESKTOP & PORTABLE
Hewlett Podiord 600 rooms ink jet odd 1:25 for colour .1230.00
Hewlett Pockord 660 colour io 6 0  ............
Canon 6.130 mono irk. sheet Feed .....
Canon EIC70 colour .................

Canon MOS 10E colour ........ . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  E4 I 199
Citizen Proles DC colour ink ies__________1249.99
Citizen Printivo 600 colour Now £ 3 8 9 . 9 9
Epson Stylus Colour .   1 2 7 5 . 9 9

MONITORS
Amiga M14385 1 2 8 7 . 9 9
Microvitec 1438 1 2 6 9 , 9 9
Atnitek 10845 E l  89.9'9

Sharp, Hitachi
Monikie/TV 1 1 7 4 . 9 9

'U.K. & INTERNATIONAL
DELIVERY SERVICES -

ORDERS WELCOME
+ SURCHARGE)
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Conla irs hundreds 04 great
AGA cards for use with
Mondike AGA Ratable for any
amiga. EIO
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Features: Space Invaders.
Qalasians. Centerpede, 0  Bert
Pacman, Defender. Naggw.
lode runner etc. £13
Ap t .t ..t ASI g  • : " O L A t t i M b i

Features around 40.000 chlorin
images. virlualky every sutsect
imaginable
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able for the Amiga E25

eltLJETI

'O W  I N F  v m o  • • 0 1 1 1 1 P• 1 1 . - 1

r ' .:
,
•T O  O R D E R  B Y  P O S T  s thor pL i  O R R  y O U R  0 1 1 ,4 IS  W I T H  P A Y M E N T  E ITH E R  B Y
CHEQUE. P o s T A L
-
0 1 . 1 1 0 E R  
O P  
C R E D I
T  
C A R
D .  
A I
N  
O R
D E
R S  
P L
E A
S E  
A
D
D  
E
l  
.
a
o

vEgr TITLE pool :PEP. ovEris E n s  PLtASE Asap ta FIER CD.
G O O D S  A R E  N O T  S O L D  O N  A .
. . . . .
-
"e  I  1 1 ;  - •  
S .  
S O M E .  
I T E M S  
M A Y  
N O T I L
E u g g

b E 4 D
.  
A L L  
S A
L E
S  
A
R
E  
.  
•
-
• , _
.
'
l
l t 1  
•  
p
u
n  
N O
P I
P i
t q
c o
N o
r r
o g
r m
,

— . .  .

WEIRD SCIENCE CLIPART
GIES GALORE
PRO PCX-IFE CLIPART VOL1
GOLD FISH DISK51-1000
ADULT SENSATION
MEETING AT PEARLS 2
C64 SENSATIONS
ZOOM!!!
GUINESS DISK OF RECORDS
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PRO. IFF & PCX CLIPAPT 2
MEDIA CLIPS (1O CDROMS)
AM/NE
-
r 7
ISO COMPENDIUM v01-3
PRO BACKDROPS & ICONS 2 4 1LIGHTROM VOL l
AMIGA TOOLS ONE
GFX SENSATION
17 BIT COLLECTION (2 COROMSI
ADULT SENSATIONS 2118)
UPD GOLD COMPENDIUM
GOLD FISH 2  (200ROMS)
COVERGIRL STRIP POKER(IS)
HORROR SENSATIONS (OVER'S)
GROLIER ENCYCLOPEDIA V2
PRO FONTS AND CIIPART
HOTTEST 6
WEIRD SCIENCE FONTS
POWER GAMES
17 BIT PHASE 4
LSD COMPENDIUM VOLI
17 BIT CONTINUATION
C D32 NETWORK V2 (CD&LEADi
SPACE AND ASTRONOMY
AMINET SET ONE 41-4I
ARCADE CLASSICS
LIGHTWORKS BY T_RICHTER
CD WRITE IHO REO)
AMINET 6 (JULY 951
CIF SENSATION (2CD)
THE COLOUR LIBRARY
WORLD OF CLIPART (2C0)LSD COMPENDIUM V012
MULTIMEDIA TOOLKIT 2
SOURCE CODE CD
SHUTTLE ENCYCLOPEDIA
EMULATORS UNLIMITED
SCI-FI SENSATIONS
LUCKY DIP VOLUME 2
SUPER CARS
ASSASSINS GAMES VOL 2
NETWORK CD V2 (CD ONLY)
AGA EXPERIENCE
SEXY SENSATION OBI
AMINET SET 2 (VOL543)
MAGIC WB ENHANCER
I75IT 5TH DIMENSION
AMINET 9 (DECEMBER 95)
THE ERIC SCHWARTZ ARCHIVE
ENCOUNTERS (UFOS)
AMINET 10
SPECCv SENSATION PART2.1
ILLUSIONS 3 D
HOTTEST 5
LIGHT ROM VOL2
SOUND LIBRARY 12001
GIGA GRAPHICS (4e0)
POV- RAY
WORLD INFO '95
MEETING PEARLS 3
DESKTOP VIDEO CD
INTERNET INFO
WS ANIMATION 12CD)
3D ARENA
ESSENTIAL UTILITIES
AMINET B (OCT%)
LOCK'N'LOAD 2
NOTHING BUT TETRIS CO
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EIS

£25
CIS
EIO
EIS
E l l
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EIS
£18
£20

£19
EIO
EPo..
E20
El 5
E28

£28
Eska
£13
EIS
E25te
EPsaEA
E8
£10
£14
EIO
£54
EIS
E25
£13
EP0
8E40
£13
EIS

£16
(17
(20
£19
£19
e le
£18
t5
CS
£19
£15
EIS
El8
£25
LID
£19
El3
£25
EIS
£13

ES
E10
epoe
ElB
E30
EIS
E30

£13
EIS
£18
E20
E7
£13
Epoa
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Complem with CD ROM, flopOY
disk, and COnneeling CO32 lead
to any Amiga. NEW super fast
transfer version. E34
ffrA:22 HAP/T017-1
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Features 603mn of DMS b a
s edisks. tor sheer value this care
be boat
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A double CD featuring sampies
arid thousands De music mod-
Wee and music to a n d  Play
-

A d o b le  CD ROM of aroand
10,000 colour oilcan images
suitable FOr any .A-g a .
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Thousands of Adobe, Barnap
and cOmpugraphic loots,
Threes something toe every-
One. E S

Wit F
O A
T
t

A four CD set o l around 10.000
colour images, all stored as IFF.
You can load them straight into
almost any AGA package. 1 :29
: N U  :
.
Z Y V
A 1 1 4
. 1 1 1 :

• —
l eAminet 10 is the latest torts CI)

compiled from the Amine, Ve ry
easy to use.

Abillk l.f
-
•Fix,  CD ROM collection of
games, demos, utile, patches
etc. great va lue!

A b l I N E T

Contains hundreds of 'Secret
-documents about UFOS, LIFO
abductions, the FBI, etc.
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w o rk b e n c h  an d
amo n g st  o t h e r

things s o me  very
imp o rt an t  n e w s

ab o u t  p i ra t es .
M a t  Be t t i n s o n
is y o u r  g u id e .
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EZCron 1 . 6 2
t i m e r  u t i l i t y
'Cron derived from
'Chronos' meaning
time in Greek, is also
the name given to a
very important and
useful utility which is
designed to launch
Certain events at cer-
tain times. Such a
program could be
used as anything from
an alarm clock to a
complex system overseer which activates automatic
events during the night. This latter is how I run CU Amiga's
Internet mail system, so I tested EZCron on it. I found it to
have a nice installer and a GUI program for editing the
events file. However, the GUI is a bit tricky as it is imple-
mented by the Arexx bolt-on Varexx and it is limited in the
fonts it can handle. It also has a long winded method of
selecting times and dates. Useful modes are available but
you have to enter the values into string boxes in the GUI in
a certain format. I didn't like the GUI much but it does the
job, is easy to install and has some good on-line help.
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Available from: SeaSoft Computing, Unit 3,
Minister Court, Courtwick Lane, Littlehampton,
West Sussex BN17 7RN.
Tel: 01903 850378. Price: E1.50
plus 50 P+P. Aminet path:
utilitimo/EZCron.lha
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Oh, another Workbench
enhancer pack. Well this one is
different in that before going
ahead with ruining your icons, it
backs them up so you can
restore them later. Good show

When you run the installer, it
plays a module, displays a couple
of pictures (which fails if you
don't have AGA) of the develop-
ment crew which, according to
the start-up blurb, laugh in the
face of fear. Hmmm.

The rest of the action oddly
returns to the Commodore
Installer which gets confused if
you click on both the sideshow
and install icon buttons. Weird,

I choose the Windows '95
backdrop pattern and expected it
to replace all my Workbench
icons with new theme based
icons. Instead it only replaced my
main drive icons. The Windoze 95
backdrop was amusing and a

copper backdrop daemon was
added to user-startup for a nice
blue wash effect on the borders
and shells etc.

Whether it's worth picking up
this pack depends on whether
you've already got any Workbench
enhancements. If yes then don't
bother, if not, it has an interesting
range of backdrops and themed
drive icons and could spruce up
the horrible standard Workbench
look in coniunr:tion with the

Newicons, MagicWork- bench or
lcongraphics icon packs.

Available from: SeaSoft
Computing, Unit 3,
Minister Court, Courtwick
Lane, Littlehampton, West
Sussex 8N17 MN .  Tel:
01903
850378.
Price:
E1.50 plus
50p P+P.

In ternet  Guide
elec t ro n ic  g u id e
Anyone trying to get to
grips with the Internet will
be completely swamped by
the complexity of many
aspects. A handy resource
would be a good book or in
the case of this offering, an
electronic guide to the
Internet. This particular
effort is put together by the
American techo-junky
group Electronic Frontier
Foundation and has no Amiga specific material. That means it's
not going to help you set up Amiga Internet software but it is an
excellent reference to the whole host of services available on the
Internet which aren't machine specific anyway. In one large Amiga
Guide format, it's  interspersed with various press articles and
some nasty examples of American English but it does the job nice-
ly just the same. A reasonable reference for just a pound can't be
sniffed at. The same guide was also formerly known as the Big
Dummy's Guide to the Internet. I t's  a 7I:0k guide so it's  going to
require quite a bi t of memory to continually access and some of
the information is a little too vague such as the section on mailing
lists but otherwise it's recommended. This guide in conjunction
with the wealth of Amiga related chatter on the comp.sys_amiga
newsgroups should serve well.

Available from: OnLine PO, 1 the  Cloisters,
Halsall Lane, Formby, Liverpool 137 3PX. Tel:
01704 834 335. Price: 75p plus 75p P+P.
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PO UTILITIES
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This interesting package, a new kind of datatype system for plc
tures, has been around for a while and is constantly being updat-
ed. Implemented by a superview library and drivers for various
display types, it has considerable versatility_ It also has support for
'operators' which can perform a variety of functions on pictures
before they are viewed/saved.

Sharpening and oil painting type effects to dithering schemes
for converting 24-bit pictures down to other formats are all on
offer. This is the kind of use where SuperView excels, It will load
virtually any type of picture, display nearly every type of display I
have ever heard of, including (glory) my own CyberGraphics graph-
ics board. What's more. it s  a better viewer than many dedicated
viewers!

The unregistered version will load arid view but will not save in
any other format than IFF whereas the registered version 1E15) will
save in all the same formats it is capable of loading, It's useful still
but if you need to convert pictures quickly, want excellent graphics
board support and a simple compact interface then the EIS odd
(30 German DM) is worthwhile.

Available from: SeaSoft Computing, Unit 3,
Minister Court, Courtwick Lane,
Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 7RN. I
01903 850378. Price: E1,50 plus
50p P+P.
Aminet path: gfx/showiSView532.1ha

R u m m y  Uti ls  # 4
utility  compila t ion

Rummy is seven archives taken off the Aminet, extracted
onto a floppy disk, compressed with Power Packer and all
the libraries required stuffed in a libs directory on the auto
booting disk. However, all the archives are fragmented and
you'll have to go hunting for the bits and pieces to run
each util. None of them are particularly good either!

AddPovver is probably the most promising as i t assigns
and paths preferences without loads of lines in the user-
startup. It's  a reasonable e ffort but well and truly eclipsed
by MCP Autostart re-invents WBStartup without saying
WHY. Survey Mem implements a memory gauge. Wow.
Associate is mildly useful for creating icons for programs
with no icons and the rest of the programs gurued when I
tried to run them. This is a very poor disk but could be
worth it for Associate, maybe.

Available from: Online  PD, 1 the
Cloisters, Helsel! Lane, Formby,
Liverpool 137 3PX. Tel: 01704 834 335.
Price: 75p plus 75p P+P.
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CyberCron  1_5
t i m e r  u t i l i ty

CyberCron is another Cron (Timer) utility and one that I've
used for a long time. With no GUI support of its own, it runs
from a simple configuration file. I t also doesn't have an
installer, just documentation detailing installation.

CyberCron 1.5 is a solid Cron system, all it needs is a GUI
so that we don't need to get out a text editor every time
that something needs to be altered. So I've asked 17 Bit
Software PD, to put another utility on a disk for readers
with no Internet access. This utility, Time Event, is a GUI
editor for CyberCron and has a much better interface that
the EZCrom The events are simply listed as a CLI command
line that is executed at particular times. Once the command
line is entered, a proper GUI pops up that allows you to
select the months, days and minutes. Unlike EzCron it's
easy to set up really weird times like at two separate times
past each hour only on Thursday and Saturday etc.

This definitely the best Cron solution that I have seen
around since I checked out many before arriving at this
combination. Less knowledgeable users might still prefer to
go for the all-in-one ExCron, though.

Available from: 17 Bit Software, 1st Floor Offices,
2/8 Market Street, Wakefield, West
Yorkshire INF1 1DH. Tel: 01924-366982.
Disk Number: 4016. Price: E1.00 plus
50p P+P Aminet path: utilltimei
CyberCron15.1ha b utilltime/TimeEl_1.1ha

NFA Pirates?
While sifting througn this month's pile of PD software. I found a pro-
gram called etyLock, a hard drive protection package from a group
known as NFA. The package itself didn't work as the Installer was
broken hopelessly. This and the fact that the AmigaGuide documenta-
tion had an incorrect default tool so that it too would not work, indi-
cated that the product hadn't been checked at any stage. Worse still,
when I finally got the installer working, the last page blatantly adver-
tised NFA BBSes with pirate references.

Roberta Smith DIe  who supplied the disk has recalled disks that
have turned out to be less than squeaky clean in the past. The
EnLock disk itself must therefore have been an oversight. Roberta
instantly recalled the disk when I informed them, and said that
they'd be looking into it.

Are other PD houses following suit or are they turning a blind
eye? The BBS advert is, as far as I can see, an advert for pirate
BBSes with the term 'ASK-ELITE' being present instead of the latter
part of the number for two BBSes. 'Elite' being a well known self-
applied name that pirates refer to themselves as (with typical arm°
gance). Piracy is bad enough but pirate BBSes are actively involved
in the distribution and sale of pirate software, something the Amiga
can ill afford! The fact that some of these are listed as belonging to
NFA makes me suspicious. There's no number in the archive and
just a PO_ box as an address to send your registration fee to so it
seems I can't take it up with them. The question remains that with
such a blatant statement, how can it be that virtually every PD
House sells NFA products, many of them hypocritically being share-
ware like enLock I f  NFA would like to clear up the matter I'd like to
hear from them. I think we should be told and you can be sure that
CU Amiga Magazine is on the case.
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HOW TO ORDER
:Payment gladly recieved in Cheques, Postal Orders. or oy
Credit/Debit cards, Send to the address lis ted or tele-
phone anytime and leave your order details.
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CDROM PIP.  UK 75p per CD, Europe t i  .00 per CD.
World £1.50 per CD
All orders depatched by FIRST CLASS mail on day of
receipt wherever possible.
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IMAGINE 3 -0  9 2
As we continue our guide to 3D rendering with our January covet disk we try our

hand at adding some more realism to objects

OCTANIED 5 -04  9 6  •
In our final tutorial (well for the moment  anywa‘d live explore the area of

synthsounds and what they can do

ANI IGA E 9 8  •
Some more enhancements and tweaking are in order for our

GUI and text finding tool!

C O
M
M S  
1
0
0  
•

How to set up your own FM site to get more from the internet and, as usual, all
the gossip on the Comms scene.

Now that AudioMaster has finished its guest spot, Tony Horgan restarts soundlab
with a look at what public domain can offer for Amiga music lovers.

You may have noticed the slight increase in our cover price but don't worry because
our special offer of 12 for the price of eight is still here.

GOLDEN JOYSTICKS 1 0 7
It's t ime to vote for who will be the winner of the highest gaming accolades known

to man, the golden Joystick. Don't miss your chance.

S O U N D  LAB 1 0 3  •

SUBSCRIPTIONS 1 0 6  •

POINTS OF VIEW 1;20 1110'
Messrs Leaning, Dykes, Bettinson and Horgan set up four separate soapboxes and

tell how it is and what should be done about it.

imallipt 3.0 02

hom
co

FA Q  1 1 3
The internet has been going strong for some time now but still there are a lot of
unanswered questions out there. We do our best to reply.

EtA M A S T E R C  LASS 1 1 4
Arexx is back (well it never went away really) and John Kennedy is only too
delighted to explain and explore it for those of you who mightn't be familiar with it.

CL+A 1 1 6
The ObA sack of letters never seems to empty. It's always there, in the corner of
the office, brimming over with readers enquiries. Mat and Tony to the rescue.

B A C K C H AT  1 1 6
Team Talk has gone (well for the time being anyway) to make way for more of your
letters. If you want it back write to 'bring back the chat • at the usual address.
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0  hen you render an

object with the default
settings it appears as a
dull grey colour. The

material of which the object is
defined is a matt grey with no
distinguishing characteristics. It's
boring and totally unrealistic.

There are two main ways to a
control the appearance of an
object: adjusting the material from
which the object is made and
applying textures_ As this is such
an important part of rendering,
Imagine provides a great deal of
control over defining and altering
materials and textures. It is under-
standable therefore that in order
to make realistic objects, you
need to spend some time experi-
menting and getting them right.

A l i t  is how paw sphere will leek whet goichteedered with so alteratives to its etmimetee.

Th is  mo n t h  o u r  t u t o ri a l  o n
3 D  re n d e ri n g  w i t h  I ma g i n e
3 . 0  l o o k s  a t  a d d in g  m o r e
re a l i s m t o  y o u r o b j e c t s
ut i l ising t e x t u re s .

Go to the Detail editor and add
a Sphere object from the
Objects/Add/Primitives menu
Quick render it and you'll get a
dull, grey sphere. This happens
when the default texture is used.

Now make sure the object is
selected (in purple) by pressing El
and then use the Attributes menu
option in the Functions menu, You
should see the special attributes
requestor appear: this is where
you will change the appearance of
the sphere.

The easiest attribute to change
is the colour of the sphere. To do
this, click in the colour box and
then adjust the colour sliders. The
sliders will have different settings
depending on what attribute has
been selected. Some settings

A. 1.ne

earas dowdier oaken, pretty basic in with a retie CAW d a m  keel its enginel white stale.

(such as Color) require all three to
be adjusted, some (like Hardness)
have a single bar to move. Others
involve changing a single number
or clicking an on/off switch.

For now, adjust the colours to
a nice orange shade, and then
click on OK. When you render the

object again, the colour will have
been changed.

Phong-tastic
You may have noticed the Phong
option in the requestor; this is an
important control, as it provides a
form of smoothing. As imagine
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F l y i n g
As promised last month, we
can now add a little detail to
slur flying saucer object by
simians of some textures and

ysical attributes. To start
WM,  the saucer was split into
Iwo: the dome part was
removed by using the Pick
FMC'S option from the Detail
Editor. This left only the
saucer, which was given a
DeathStar texture and some
extra little spheres for added
interest. The Dome was then
created as a simple spherical
object and given a slight blue
colour along with a great deal
of transparency.

If i t wasn't so transparent
you wouldn't be able to see
the grotesque alien being
inside: composed entirely of

spheres and tubes and given
some colours and textures of a
suitable alien nature.
The planet in the background
was created with the Agate
textures as suggested, and the
lunar surface below is a simple
plain which has been distorted
a bit and given a nice rough
texture We  haven't explored
the Action editor yet, but
that's where you will find the
option to add some stars to
the inky-black sky and even
add a little ambient lighting.
The final image was rendering
in 24-bit colour at a resolution
of 1024 by 768, which took
about 12 minutes on an
A4000/040. And all this is
without a single brush map-
ping: something that we'll be
having a look a t next month.

iects are constructed from
nail triangles or 'facets', you
DA  not normally expect a
nere to appear very smooth as
.
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- spheres (and therefore drops

- liquid, planets and so on), there
II be plenty of occasions when

_u create an object which you
,int to have a sharp edge. In
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Next to the Phong option is the
Light switch. Click here and your
object will become a light source.

I with the ability to light any other
Objects in the scene and cast
shadows. This probably won't be
used very often because Imagine
allows light sources to be easily
added at the Stage Editor screen.

Light sources are different
horn Bright objects. When you
make an object Bright, it simply

, means an object will never appear
shaded. A good use for Bright is
when adding illuminated windows
to a spaceship: create a yellow
rectangle, make it bright and
paste it all over the space ship.

Textures
As well as the modelling the
physical appearance on the
Object, it is possible to adjust the
external appearance by adding an
extra 'coat of paint' by means of a
texture or mapping. In fact,
mappings can also control some
physical attributes and even the
shape, but well come back to
that soon enough.

Let's start with the textures.
Imagine has a large number of
built-in textures and they are a

great asset. These are called 'pro
cedural' textures because they are
built-in and calculated specially
each time a render takes place.
The advantage of procedural tex-
tures is that they consume only a
small amount of memory and pro-
vide excellent results, even when
an object is viewed close up. With
textures made from bitmap
images, the texture can start to
look blocky when magnified: this
doesn't happen with procedural
textures. The disadvantage is the
slight increase in rendering time
required, and it can also be tricky
trying to predict what the texture
will look like.

Experimerrt
To experiment with textures, start
with the simple object again, and
switch off all the other attributes.
Now click on the 'Add Txtr'' but-
ton, and locate the drawer called
'textures'. You should see a list of
different files appear.

Each of these files is a differ-
ent texture which can be applied
to your object, so pick one, the
first one: Agate. You'll see that a
new requestor appears. Each tex-
ture has a special window which
allows you to control the various
different options. Settle for the
default and you will see that the
Attribute requestor returns, but
there is now a new entry in the
list to the bottom right.

It is possible to add many dif-
ferent textures and mappings to
each object, and the list helps you
keep track of them all. You can
edit each individually from this
list, or remove them altogether if
required, (Highlight the texture
and then click on the Info button

to edit or delete it) You can also
decide which texture has priority:
but don't add too many as render-
ing time can increase dramatically.

With your newly textured
object perform a Quickrender and

TUTORIAL

you'll see that the Agate texture
has provided a very swish marble
effect. In fact, if you adjust the
colours you can quickly knock up
an excellent alien planet. As with
most textures, the base colour is

A Inseam's motheonabral tortures allow you to Arlo your objects ia all sorts of weird aqui wondorial sedates
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important as the colours of the
texture will let it show through.
Also, remember that the physical
attributes still apply so you can
make a marble sphere which
looks hard and shiny, or one
which looks dull and rough.

There are so many different
textures that there really isn't time

to go through them all in turn:
you should spend some time
experimenting with each. A good
trick is to play with the default
settings, because very often you
will be able to create some wildly
different effects by entering
unusual values or numbers.III
J ohn Kennedy

Physical P ro p ert ies
The Physical  Attr i butes proper ties have the fol l owi ng nam
and functions.  You shoul d exper i ment wi th them in tur n al
together  to create the appear ance of  your  chosen material
COLOR A d j u s t s  the col our  of  the object.
REFLECT A d j u s t s  the abi l i ty of  the obj ect to r eflect

its sur roundings.
Adj usts the transparency of  the object.
Adjusts the col our  and br ightness of  any
highl ights on the object.
The har der  the object,  the smal ler  the
highl ight area.
Make the obj ect's sur face appear  less
per fect and smooth.

Appl ies a special  'sheen' to an object,  l ike
the shine in a porcelain sink.
The degree of  colour  mixing.  Keep at
defaul t of  255 for  most objects.
When swi tched on,  per for ms smoothi ng or
the object.

When swi tched on,  makes the obj ect into
l ight source.
When swi tched on,  does not  al low the
obj ect to appear  shaded.
Makes the obj ect tr anspar ent and misty
Adjusts the Refractive Index of  the object,
and controls how  much l ight is bent  when
it passes though the object.

FILTER
SPECULAR

HARDNESS

ROUGHNESS

SHI NI NESS

DI THERI NG

PHONG

LIGHT

BRIGHT

FOG LENGTH
I NDEX OF REFR
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Sy n t h s o u n d s  wi l l  b r i g h t e n  u p  y o u r l i fe  n o  e n d  fi n d  o u t  ju s t
w h a t  t h e y  a re  in  t h e  l a s t  O c t a M E D  t u t o ri a l  e v e r  ( we l l ,  f o r  t h e
m o m e n t  a n y w a y ) .
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samples (we examined MIDI last
month) ,this month it's the turn of
'synthsounds'. These memory

saving but simple and effective noises are
especially popular with nostalgic C64 die-hards
(come on, some of you must still be addicted
to this old machine), although the editor
window is a tad complicated at first glance.

First though, to get you prepared; we'll deal
with octave-switching. Everyone knows how to
play notes C-lto G#3, right? But what about
the rest of octave 3 (notes A-3, A#3, B-3)? If
you press F2 then the lower octave (keys Z to
M) will become octave 2, while the middle
keys (0 to U) become octave 3. Keys F3 to F5
work similarly; you'll need them this month
because synth sounds can use five octaves
(samples use only three). Press Fl to return
to normal

S yn th e tic  ma te r ia l
Assuming OctaMED's loaded, press F3 to
switch to octaves 3+4 (the cycle gadget near
the top-right confirms this). Make sure Edit
mode is off, then click EditSynthS (top-right).
--1-nm. Ever programmed a PC? Have no fear,

you'll be churning out lovely bleepy ,iounds in
no time,

Select Project menu -
>  N e w  
S y n t h s o
u n d

click inside the left-hand large speckled box,
then select Presets menu -
>  S i n e  
W a v e .  
P l a y

the sound (you can stop it using the space
bar), Do you find it too low? If so slide the

ength:
Length slider (middle-left) to 64, then select
Sine Wave again, The waveform's now halved,
one octave higher.

It's all a bit like a mini sample editor, The
two speckled waveform boxes are each 128
bytes long, the right hand one acting as a copy

buffer and spare waveform. Click Copy > (top-
middle) to transfer the sine wave to the buffer,
then select Presets menu -> Noise, A hard
sound, completely the opposite of the sine
wave. Which is why we're going to mix them
together! Click < Mix (top-middle) to do this
and play the sound. Because Noise is random,
if you repeatedly select it then click < Mix
you'll get slightly different results each time.

If this was all you could do in the editor -
juggle with waveforms - it'd be nothing spe-
cial. But not with OctaMED! See the mysteri-
ous box of numbers and ENDs on the right?
Here you tell OctaMED what else to do with
the synthsound; perhaps add volume changes
or pitch slides. Most of these instructions con.
sist of a three-letter 'keyword' and a hexadeci-
mal value. For example. CHU 04 means
'change up four steps'; VBS 40 means 'set
vibrato speed to 40'. The box is split into four
columns. The first two are line numbers in
decimal and hex, then we have the 'volume
sequence and 'pitch sequence'. We'll examine
the volume sequence first. It contains a key-
wordless value 40; this means 'set volume to
level 40', meaning level 64 in decimal, mean-
ing full volume. Don't forget about the hex
values, it's a common mistake.

(illgiances) Waveform V ol
S

" 1  •
902 8 2
883 8 3
884 8 4

085 t
ff

016 f f
Decimal (Lino Non)

Sound instructions
Firstly, we'll halve the volume by changing the

40 to a 20. Move the editor window to the
very bottom of the screen (revealing the Edit
check box), then press the Esc key to turn
Editing on (it's the safest way), Now press
right arrow and 2 - should have changed to
20? - then switch Editing off (Esc key) and
play, OK. now switch editing on again and
press left and 4 to change back to 40.
And don't forget to switch editing off
before playing!

OK, we'll add a CHD 05 command now.
Every three letter keyword is entered using
one particular key; for CHD, this is the D key.
So using the cursor keys, position the cursor
over the E in the left hand END, then press
Return to insert a new line. Now press D, 0
and 5 C H D  05 should be entered now.
Switch editing off and play. Notice the fade?
The volume CHanges Downwards five steps.

Good! Now try adding WAI 08 CH
00 by turning Editing on, moving
the cursor over E in left-handEND,
oress Return then press W for Wol
Press 0, 8, Return, D. You'll find
that the last 00 is created for you.
Turn Editing off and play, What yo
will hear is the volume starting to
decrease. OctaMED waits for 8
time units then stops the volume
fade (CHD with value 00). This is
pretty neat, don't you think?

A lwa y s  press
re turn  a n d  esc!
I'm the first to admit that
editing's fiddly, but just remembei
to press Return before inserting a
command, and switch

Editing off before you press play
and on again to edit and you'll be
OK. To delete a command or value,
press Del_ And be careful! OK, in
exactly the same way we're going
to add vibrato to the sound. Just
like player command 04, there are
two parts to the vibrato, depth
(command VBD) and speed (VBS).
We'll add VBD 04 VBS 40. So move
up to the right hand E in END now
(the pitch sequence), and enter the
commands using key V for VBD
and Shift-V for VBS. Remember:
Return, command key, value,
Return, command key, value, edit-

BD
14
BS
48
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lugh. It's not very usable at this level, but
ateresting nonetheless.

Right_ Quite enough of that synthsound
'elect instrument 02. then select Project
menu -> New Synthsound. Now, something
ve neglected to tell you so far is that there

:an be more than one waveform in a synth-
sound, in fact up to 64. They're just like blocks
in the Tracker editor, so much so that they
have their own playing sequence!

Did you notice the unexplained 00 in the
pitch sequence? That means 'play waveform
number 00°. It's all becoming clearer w h a t
Ne're going to do is quite fancy Over the
space of eleven waveforms, a pulse wave will
gradually change into a ramp up wave. So
click in the left hand speckled box, then
choose Presets menu -> Pulse Wave. It's too
low again at the moment, but this time click
Range All (middle of window), then click
Double twice (bottom-right). This is just like
changing the length to 32, but hey! We now

Some sequence commands
HLT (Halt, key H). Like END but can appear anywhere (not just at the end),
JMP (Jump, 4: Skips to another sequence line.
..IIIIIS/JVS (Jump in waveform/volume sequence, Shift-J): Skips to another sequence fine in
the other sequence.
WAI (Wait. W): Pauses for given length of time.
SPD (Set speed, S): Sets sequence's execution speed.
CHO/CHU (Change down/up. D/U): Set volume/pitch change down/up speed.
RES (Reset, R): Resets note's pitch (after a CHDAJI-
VBSNEID (Vibrato speed/depth): Set vibrato.
ARP/ARE (Start/end arpeggio definition, NE): Alternates between several given pitches See
end of tutorial for an example.

know we can mark ranges in the synth editor
as well as the sample editor. Marvellous!

Next, click New Waveform (bottom-left) ten
times to add ten new waveforms (the last one
should be number 10). Now select Presets
menu -> Ramp Up, then click Double twice
again. At the moment the white range is a bit
glaring, but we can switch it off using the
left-hand of the three Cursor buttons (far bot-
tom-right). Actually, it's not really switched off,
just set to zero. To complete ttlings here, the
middle button marks a range bang in the
middle, the right-hand button at

the right.

M o r e  m a g ic
Time for some more magic.
Select Waveform menu -> Start
Transformation. Then, to move to
the first waveform, click the <
arrow underneath the left hand
speckled box while holding down
Shift. (You should see the pulse
wave.) Now select Waveform
menu D o  Transformation.
Nothing happened? OK, use the >
arrow (without Shift) to display the
other waveforms, and you should
see the pulse wave slowly
transforming into the ramp up.
Amazing! So OctaMED's filled in
the waveforms between 0 and 10
with the intervening stages, the
musical equivalent of morphing.
But they won't all be played yet;
remember the playing sequence?

Currently only waveform 00 is
played, so we need to enter
numbers 01 to OA (hex) into the
pitch sequence. Boring? No!

M o r e  syn th e t ic  too ls
Have a good doodle! Instead of relying on
preset waves, try drawing waveforms
freehand using the mouse. For lines, click or
the first Draw Mode cycle gadget (middle of
screen). Click on it a second time and then
dragging the mouse will mark a range instea::
just like in the sample editor. The range
affecting buttons are at the bottom-left; all
should be self-explanatory, apart from perhaps «  »  which shifts the ranged waveform
left or right.

The Speed arrows set the execution speed of the volume and pitch sequences (pitch is
called Wave here). The values are in fact the number of 'ticks' between each sequence line
(see November's tutorial for a reminder of ticks). In the Waveform menu, use Change
Volume as in the sample editor (50 halves the range's volume). Stretch is weird, and I haven't
found a use for this one yet, but do try it out: a positive number stretches right, negative left.

TUTORIAL

Exciting! And OctaME.D. as ever. has
a handy shortcut
Add number OA to the pitch
sequence (move to END, press Return,
change the 00to CIA). Move up to the
OA and click Transition (on the right).
Hey Presto! Move down to END, then
add an 01 and click Transition again.
Finally we need to jump back up to
line 00, causing a repeat. JMP 00 will
do this, so add it to the end (use the J
key for JMP). And play the sound.

We're not doing bad at the moment,
but it could be much better, so here's a
couple of bonus commands. Firstly,
add VBD OF VBS 30 to the very top of
the pitch sequence, using keys V and
Shift-V as before. When entering the
keywords, make sure the cursor is at
its leftmost position (on the first letter
of a keyword or on the left of a value)
before pressing Return: another
important lesson. Managed it? See if
the sequence agrees with the screen-
shot on this page.

Finally, let me introduce a
particularly spooky command:
arpeggio. Arpeggios are almost like
chords, except the notes of the chord
are played one by one very quickly.
You'll see what I mean when you've
tried it out. Move back to the very top
of the pitch sequence, and add ARP 00
03 07 GB ARE, using the A key for ARP
and E for ARE. The values between the
ARP and ARE are the differences in
semitones from the bass note t h a t ' s
right, just experiment. You'll find more
synthetic sound info in the box-outs.

If you want to save your synthetic
masterpieces, close the window and
select Instr menu •> Save Instrument -
> IFF 8SVX Format for each one. And
that's it Happy music-making folks. •
Ed Wiles

A n y  questions?
If you need to find out more why not
join the MED Users Group? Among
other things it produces a bimonthly
disk-mag, I L  Contact Richard
Bannister: 6  Glevum Road, Swindon
SN3 4AF (01793825219). For MIDI
advice, your man is Kevan Craft: 12
Moult Road, Runcorn WA72BH (01928
563762). And, well, there's me I sup-
pose: 9  Kirkland Wyrid, Dumfries DG1
4ES (01387 265776), or e-mail
eAiwiles@durham.ac.uk.
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users, the E function 'ReadStr'
uses the old, unbuffered DOS
library functions_ This means that it
is not as fast as it could be. Luckily

there are several simple ways to improve
matters, and one of the simplest and most
effective is to use the Async module, written
by Michael Zucchi.

Documentation on the Async module can
be found in the directory 'SrerTools/Async', but
basically what it does is read lumps of a file
into buffers in memory before they are actually
needed. At the same time your program can
be getting on with other things, and when it
tries to read the next line from the file it will all
happen very quickly, because the line will
already have been read into a buffer.

Incorporating the Async functions is very
easy. All we need to do is use 'as_Open and
'as_Close' instead of 'Open' and 'Close' lines,
and update Arnyreadstr' to use 'as_FGetS'. The
call to 'Open' in 'scanfile' can be replaced
with:
fl i s m a s _ O p e n ( fi l e ,  O LDI FI LI E ,  3 ,  5 0 0 0 )

The extra parameters specify the number of
buffers to be used (three) and the size of each
one (5000 bytes) - these are the recommend-
ed values. This is not quite the whole story,
since we need to raise an exception if
'as_Open' fails. For this reason it is simplest to
factor it all into a new function, say 'myopen'.
A call to 'myopen' would then be identical to a
call to 'Open'.

See Example 1

Replacing 'Close' is much easier, but for
consistency we should factor it into a new
function, say 'myclose'. The new line in the
exception handler of 'scanfile' is then:
I F  f h  TURN e t y c l o s • ( f h )

and the definition of 'myclose'
PROC m y c l o s e ( t h )  I S  e s _ C l o s e ( f h )

So  f a r  w e ' v e  m a d e  a  s i mp l e  G U I  a n d
a b a s ic  t ex t - fi n d in g  p r o g r a m  t o  c o n t ro l
it . T h i s  mo n t h  w e ' l l  m a k e  s o me
e n h a n c e me n t s  t o  t h e  c o d e .

Finishing off the trio of I/O functions, we
can update the 'myreadstr' function.

S e e  E x a m pl e  2

Notice that if the call to 'as_FGetS' suc-
ceeds then the length of the &string 's' is set
using 'SetStr' to be its length calculated using
'StrLen'. This is because 'as_ FGetS' is not an
E-string function, so if it is used to alter the
contents of 's' then 's' must be repaired (in
exactly this way) before it can be used as an
E-string again.

Stopping the  search
mechanism!
Now that we've finished speeding up the
search we can concentrate on stopping it! The
first step is to add a new button to press. To
tidy up the GUI we'll put the collection of
(now) three buttons in a column, so we'll
replace the two lines:
tx ter ToN,  ( b _ g o ) , ' O O 1
[ B U T T O N , ( b _ g a i t ) , ' Q u i t ' ]
with
[COLS,

(SPACEH],
[ S U TTO N , ( h_ g0 ) ,  ' O 0 1 1 ,
[SPACEH],
[SUTTON, (11 s t o p ) ,  ' S t o p ' ) .
[SPACEHI ,
[ B U T T O N , ( b _ q u i t ) , ' Q u i t ' ] ,
(SPACEM)

E x a m p l e
PROC m y o p e n ( fi l e ,  m o d e )

DEF f h
I F  f h : w a s  O p e n ( fi l e ,  m o d . ,  3 ,  5 0 0 0 )

RETURN f h
ELSE R a i s e ( E R R  O PEN)
E NDI F

ENDPROC

The 'COLS' group is just like the 'EOROWS'

group, except it arranges its gadgets in
columns and they aren't made equal in size.
The 'SPACEH' gadget is a dummy gadget that
acts as stretchy glue between the other gad-
gets. This has the effect of spacing the gad-
gets out neatly. You might like to experiment
by removing some of the 'SPACEH' lines (this
is where the sheer speed of the E compiler
comes in very handy, since you can see the
effect of your changes extremely quickly).

The action function, 'Ip_stop', should some-
how stop the search. Those of you who have
played with the current program will have
noticed that the GUI does not respond whilst
the search is in progress. In particular. you'll
have noticed that resizing the GUI does not
take full effect until the search has finished. So
how can we react to a press of the 'Stop' but-
ton whilst the search is going?

Checking the GUI
The DIY version of 'easygui' (which we called
'myeasygui') shows how to use the 'guimes-
sage' function of EasyGUI to handle any GUI
events (like resizing or activating a gadget). So,
all we need to do is call this function if there
are any messages waiting to be processed.
Normally you would 'Wait' until a message
arrives, but this would stop your program
doing anything else. So, in this case, we just
want to take a peek to see if there are any
messages that need handling. This is one of
the things that the system function 'SetSignal'
can do_

See Example 3

1

As you can see from the definition of
'checkgui', if 'SetSignal(0.0)' contains one of
the GUI's signal bits then there's a message
waiting to be processed. The 'guimessage'
function will then do all the necessary work,
and this may involve calling one of the GUI's

E x a m p l e  2
PROC
m y r e a d s t r ( f h ,

DEF r e s  I F
ENDPROC r e s

s )
r e s : = e s  L r G e t S ( f h ,  S .  S t r M a x ( s ) )  T H E N  S e t S t r ( s ,  S t r L e n ( s ) )

E x a m p l e  3
->  H a n d l e  a n y  G U I  m e s s a ge s  ( e . g . ,  r e s i z i n g ) .
PROC c h e c k g u i ( )

I F  S e t S i g n a l ( 0 , 0 )  A N D  g h . s i g
I F  g u i m e s s a g e ( g h ) > = 0  TH E N  R a i s e ( E R R  Q U I T )

E NDI F
ENDPROC
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action functions. If the result of 'guimessage'
is negative then everything is fine (see the
documentation on EasyGUI), but if it's zero or
positive then the GUI should be closed. We
can do this by raising the 'ERR QUIT' excep-
tion (as if the 'Quit' button had been pressed).

This 'checkgui' function need not be called
too often, just at key points in the program. In
our program there's only one optimal place: in
the loop that reads lines from a file. This
means that the 'Stop' button could stop the
search even if it were in the middle of reading
a large file. In fact, stopping the search is just
a matter of raising a new exception, say
'ERR STOP'. This would eventually be handled
by the 'go' function and ignored ivnlike the
'ERR QUIT' exception which is re-thrown).

Solving a n  obvious
p ro b lem w i t h  th e  GU I
Now we've made the GUI appear to act
asynchronously to our search there are some
new problems: there is the possibility of the
user pressing the 'GO!' button and causing
another search to begin whilst one is already
in progress! Also, the user may change the
value of the find string (or, less importantly,
the directory string) and so change the search
in mid flow.

Luckily, these problems are quite simple to
cure. We can prevent multiple searches being
started at once with the addition of a global
variable to act as a ready flag, Once this is
done, we can safely make copies of the cur-
rent values of the directory and find strings

Virus Checker 7.17 by John Nee0thus
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x fi n d s t r )
S t r C o p y ( d i r s t r ,  x d i r s t r )

ENDPROC

before starting the search and use these
copies during the search.
DRY
r e a dy - TRUE

The 'b_go' action function should now
check and set this flag instead of just blindly
calling the 'go function.
PROC

b _ g o ( i n f o ) - >  O n l y
I F  r e a d y

r e a d y : - F A L S E
r e a dy :=TRUE

EN D I F
ENDPROC

The 'Stop' button can now raise an excep-
tion if the ready flag is not set, i.e., if the
search is in progress, (If it raised an exception
when the search is not in progress then it
would have the same effect as the 'Quit'
button - try to work Out why.)
PROC

b _ s t o p ( i n f o ) - >  I n t e r r u p t  i f  b u s y .
I T  r eady=FALSE THEN Ra i s e (MULS TO P )

ENDPROC
To make things a little easier to change.

we'll name the copies of the E-strings 'xfind-
str' and 'xdirstr'. In fact, it'll be simpler to
make the GUI use these E-strings and leave
the search using 'findstr' and 'dirstr. The func-
tion 'copygadgets' should be called as the first
line of the 'go' function, to set up the copies.
- >  C o p y  c u r r e n t  g a d g e t  v a l u e s .
PROC c o p y g a d g e t s ( )

S t r C o p y ( fi n d s t r ,

go i f  n o t  b u s y .

T h e  S o u rce  C o d e
We included the source code and exe-
cutable examples for all three parts of
this Amiga E tutorial on last month's
cover disks. I f you missed out on the
February issue, you can order your
copy from our back issues depart-
ment. Call them on 01858 468 888.

Further imp ro v e me n ts
The program is now largely complete. It's fast.
responsive and pretty useful, but there are a
couple of minor improvements which might
make it nicer. The first is the fact that all
Intuition text or number entry gadgets do not
cause an activation event unless the return or
TAB key is pressed in them. So, if you type
some text in the directory gadget and then
click on some other part of the GUI the 'xdirstr'
will not be updated. This is a common prob-
lem and even commercial programs like
Wordworth have large sections of their manu-
als devoted to telling the user to hit the return
Key in text entry gadgets'

Even though this is a common problem,
there is a very simple solution, The actual con-
tents of the gadget can be extracted using the
'specialinfo' element, which, in the case of text
gadgets, is a pointer to a 'stringinfo' object.
This object has a 'buffer' element which con-
tains the current contents of the gadget. This
string can then be copied to the Gurs E-string
using the EasyGUI function 'setstr.

See Example 4

1:711111111

ga d)  s e t s t r ( g b ,  g a d ,  g . s p e c i a l i n f o : t s t r i n g i n f o . b u f f e r )

The 'gad' parameter is an identification of a
gadget in the EasyGUI list (just like 'resgad'
from the last tutorial). We can identify 'dirgad'
and 'findgad' with the appropriate EasyGUI
gadget, and then call 'getcurrstr' in the 'copy-
gadgets' function for each one, just before
copying the E-strings.
-›  Copy c urre nt gadget v a lue s .
PROC c o p y g a d g e t s ( )
- >  E x t r a c t  s t r i n g s  f r o m  g a d g e t s ,

g e t c u r r s t r ( fi n d g a d )
g e t c u r r s t r ( d i r g a d )
S t r C o p y ( fi n d s t r ,  x fi n d s t r )
S t r C o p y ( d i r s t r ,  x d i r s t r )

ENDPROC
The final minor improvement is an exercise

for the eager reader. add a new function to fil-
ter out non-printing characters from a matched
text line before it is reported. (The simplest
approach is to convert them to '.• characters.)

There is a lot scope for extending this pro-
gram: you might like options to search for
whole words, ignore case differences and
recursive directory searching. You might also
like to have the option to use a file requester
to set the directory text But there must come
a point at which you stop and say 'enough is
enough'. For this tutorial that time has comel•
Jason Hulance



Th is  mo n t h  w e  s e t  u p  s o me
n e w  F T P c l ien t s  t o  m a k e  i t
even  e a s i e r t o  d o w n l o a d  a l l
t h o s e  lo ve ly  fi les.

irri/CP comes with a reasonable
File Transfer Protocol IFTP) client
known as NcFTP. Not too many
people actually realise how power-

ful this a l  based client is so we ll cover a
few of the lesser known but interesting
nonetheless facts before going on to other
methods of getting those files onto your
machine via FTP.

N o  n e e d  N e F T P
Firstly, there's no need to activate NcF7P with
the name of the site every time you use it.
Create a text file inside your home directory.
Your home directory will be inside the 'usr'
directory in your AmiTCP main directory. The
name of it will correspond to your default log-

name. In my case, i t s  'mat'. Call the text
file ',netrc' if it s not already there. Insert the
following text:
machine s u n s i t s . d o c .  ic . a c  .uk

u s e r  a nony m ous
pa s s w or d m a t ta c u-a m i ga . de m on. c o. uk
a c c o u n t  D o e s . 1 1 0 t . 1 1 8 0 . a C C O U n t S

m a c de f  i n i t
c d a m i n e t

Save the file out. Start up NcFTP by just typ-
ing it's name. Then type 'open'. You'll see a
list of sites appear with corresponding num-
bers. If you've run NcF7P before, all your
most recently accessed sites will be listed in
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this default operation
when you log in.
Handy, in this case, as
it'll put us in the root Aminet directory on
the UK Imperial College Aminet mirror all in
one go.

You can also just type 'open' and then the
number of the site if you know what it is.
Remember the first bank of numbers will
change since this represents your last called
sites. If it's difficult to get onto your desired
site because it has a maximum number of
anonymous users you could try launching
NcF7P like this:

DicFTP s u n s i t e . d o c . i c . a c . u k  -
r
The •-r' will make NcP7P keep retrying the

connection until it gets though.

B e y o n d  t e x t
The Amiga has moved beyond the
text based interface and according-
ly there are some excellent GUI FTP
clients available. No horrible case-
sensitive Unix interfaces to deal
with: The choice is simple a matter
of taste. My favourite is AmFTP by
Oliver Wagner, author of the brilliant
AmiRC client. Apparently Amiga
Technologies agree with me as it's
going in the Amiga Surf Internet
bundle. Those inclined to dislike
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like it  cite et WI  Nice progress hors when downloadiag aro a common inatore it  all GUI FTP clients

MUI mignt like to try me next best thing in
the form of ArniFTP. That's right, the only dif-
ference is the T h e re ' s  also another nice
MUI client called 'mftp• Both of these can be
found in the following Aminet paths;

utilitcp/AmiFTPlha
utilitcp/mItp1_31.1ha

AmFTP is still under development with regular
new versions being released on a separate
FTP site. Have a look for the latest in this FTP
site and directory;

ftp.vapor.com/supportiAmFTP/

Each of these clients operates in a slightly
different way in terms of setting up sites to
call etc. AmFTP and mftp are similar to disk
filers. They display two listers, one of which
is a directory on your local drive and the other
is the remove FTP directory.

Generally all that's required is to click on a
file on the HT site, after moving into the
desired directory etc., then clicking on down-
load or the equivalent. It'll be FTPed into the
directory on the other lister.

Similarly, if you click on a file on your drive
and then the send/put gadget, it'll be
uploaded to the FTP site.
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D i f f e r e n t  A m i F T P
AmiRP works a bit differently. It doesn't use
two listers, just the one The reason being that
you will usually want to upload less often
than download so just the remove FIP directo-
ry is displayed. When you do choose the
send/put function, a file requester appears.
AmFIP has an option in the menu called
'Directory tool'. Deselect this and it reverts to
a single remote FTP lister in the AmiFIP style.
When editing the site list in all these clients,
it's as simple as inserting the name (which
usually shows up in the hotlist), site name and
the directory which the client should move to
automatically when it does log on.

The download path will set the left hand lis-
ter directory on your local drives on AmF7P
and mho. With AmiF7P, there's just a text gad-
,get at the bottom which selects the download
path. Most have a simple check-box for anony-
mous log-in. You'll want to click this on all of
your sites unless you specifically have an
account there, for instance if you want to
access your provider's FIP site to pick up
some batch FTPs or the like. In this case, you
would put your domain (ours would be 'cu-
amiga'l as the user name and your password
(as found in your dialler script) for the pass-
word. Logging in to your providers FTP site in
this way will mean that your batch FTPs will
appear in the root directory. This is how it is
with Demon though it may be different for
other providers

A rnFTP wi ld c a rd
Where there are port number boxes, leave
them at 21. Click on the hotlist box in AmtF7P
to have the site appear in a menu for quick
selection. Whenever an option exists for Binary
or ASCII/Text transfer, always choose Binary
mode or your downloaded files will be corrupt.
A nice feature in ArrifTP is the wildcard func-
tion. For example, enter the commitcp directory
of an Aminet mirror, then put '#?_readme' in the
box next to the '+' and '-' gadget. Click on '+ •
and all the Aminet readme files for every file in
the commitcp directory will be marked for
download. On all the GUI clients, don't forget to
use the pop-up gadgets right next to the FTP
directory path box. This will give a short history
of the last directories and you should be able to
move back several directories without having to
load each one.

GUI clients generally reinvent the wheel in
terms of the directory utility aspect. The new
Directory Opus 5.1 has an FIP module which
allows you to log a lister on to an FTP site. This
is amazing in use. Simultaneous browsing and
downloading via several listers is a real boon
which makes Directory Opus 5 an excellent
addition to an Amiga 'net users arsenal.
However, there's one often neglected file on
the Aminet that just about accomplishes the
same task for free. Grab it right away from the
Aminet path;

utilltcp/FIPMount-0.8.1ha

A ma z in g  F 1 1
3
M o u n t

In the great tradition of high quality PD, it has
a nice installer to take care of the niggly bits. I
recommend you install it in your Am,7CP
-
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assign and when it prompts you to
decide what to do with the FTP
mountlist, I recommend you
choose 'VVBStartup'. When th ii is
done. FTPMount is basically
installed. If you don't want it
installed on your Workbench every
boot, leave it in Devs: and activate
it by executing the line: 'Mount
Devs;FIr. An obvious place to put
this would be in your startnet script
in AmiTCP: bin.

Now for the magic: load up
your favourite directory utility and
access the FTP: device. Wow, look
at that! You have a list of sites and
providing you are linked up to the
'net at the time, if you enter any of
these virtual directories, FTPMount
will automatically log in and return a directory
based on the contents of the remote HP  site
of that name. Gosh, is that cool or what?
Now how do you set up your own sites for
FIPMount? You could simply enter FTP:sun-
site.doc.ic.ac.uk/ and FTPMount will log in
anonymously right away but it's obviously
preferable to have your own favourite sites
appear in the FTP
- r o o t  
d i r e c t o
r y .

V ia  th e  wo r k b e n c h
Via the Workbench, enter the directory where
you had FIPMount installed. Inside the
FIPMount directory should be another directo-
ry called 'Hosts'. Enter this. Here you'll see a
load of icons representing directories with
each one being a site of its own. Delete any
from the default configuration that you won't
ever use.

To create a new icon, select Window/New
Drawer from the Workbench menu. An icon
will appear. Select it with a single click and
then choose Icon/Information from the
Workbench menu again. In the resulting GUI
that appears, all we need to do is add some
ToolTypes which tell RIDMount what it needs
to know about the site to log on. There's quite
a few other commands which you can add to
the Icon Tooltypes so have a look in
FIPMounts docs for more. Mostly you'll only
need 'HOST' and 'ROOT'.

Pay special attention to the Default icon.
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These settings will be used if you just enter an
FTP site manually by accessing FTP:<ftp site
address>/. When logging in anonymously, it's
customary to send your E-Mail address as the
password with a user name of 'anonymous'.
FIPMount does this automatically but you'll
need to make sure the ENV variables 'USER'
and 'HOST' are set to that the correct pass-
word is sent.

If you want to log in to a site with a pass-
word, you'll need to enter a 'USER' and a
'PASSWORD' tooltype with the appropriate val-
ues inserted afterwards. By the way, you don't
have to use a directory utility either as the
Fr
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Workbench too.
Mat Bettinson.

N e x t  M o n t h
In the next issue we'll be looking a t
setting up an FTP server or daemon
(a background program) on your
own machine. Then other Internet
users can download and upload
materiel to your machine without
any interaction from yourself. Also,
if you'd like to let us know what
other topics you'd like to see coy.
ered in the Wired World tutorials in
the future, drop me a line at
mat@cu-amiga.demon.co.uk or even
Fidonet on 2:254/205.0. Surf on.

AN,101
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BBS Location 10, SysOp Phone number
SlimeliteBBS London The Landlord 0181-230-1566
Backyard BBS Harrow Xerra 0181-424-2065
Darkside London Darkman 0181-711-9100
Frost Free Slaithwaite Knocker 01484-842-341
Beachy Head Eastbourne Wynny the Poo 01323-520-999
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N e t  G o d  s p e a k s
Ta k i ng a  br e a k  f r o m
Am i g a  s pe c i fi c  c o m m s
for  a  whi l e ,  I 'd  l ike
c o m m e n t  o n  a  m a j o r
probl e m w i t h  th e
I n te r ne t in ge ne ra l .
Se e ing a s  m o s t  o f  us
use di a l -up prov ide rs ,
w e  ha v e  t o  pa y  huge
bills t o  o u r  be l ov e d
Bri tis h Te l e c om  fo r
o f f -p e a k  loc a l  ca l ls .
I t's  n o w  a  c r i ppl i ng
e x pe ns e  giv e n th e
mi nus c ul e  b a n d w i d th
ava i lable  w i th i n  th e
ever i nc re a s i ng
c onge s ti on  o f  th e
I nte r ne t.  B T  is  s e tt i ng
up g a m e  l ines  w h e r e
y ou g e t  t o  pl a y  m ul t i

I
I

player ga m e s  fo r  j us t .
the  c o s t  o f  th e  ca l l .
H o w  c a n th i s  be  jus ti -
fi e d? W e  pa y  BT  th e  i

1

M

s a me  r a te  A N D  a
s ubs c r i pti on c ha r ge  t o
a th i r d  pa r ty  I n te r ne t

• p r o v i d e r .  S ure ly  BT
ow e s  us  m o r e  fo r  th e
mone y ? I  fe e l  t h a t  th e y
s houl d be  c ha r g i ng th e
c ur r e nt r a te  fo r  a n
I n te r ne t s e rv ic e  a n d

• F R E E  o f f -p e a k  loc a l
ca l ls  m a de  t o  a n y o n e
else! Ce r ta i n l y  the
m onopo l y  BT  (s ti l l )
e njoy s  s houl d  n o t  b e
us e d t o  fa v our  i ts  o w n
serv ices. T h e r e fo r e  I
urge  a l l  c o m m s  us e rs
t o  w r i te  t o  y our  M P
a b o u t  th e  m a tte r .
A l l o w  pol i ti c a l  pol ic ie s
o n  te l e c om m uni c a t i ons
t o  i nfl ue nc e  y our  v ote
a nd i nv e s ti ga te  ful l y
La bour 's  hi ghl y
s us pe c t • BT a l l ia nc e '.
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Y ou're  pa y i ng fo r  i t.
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Surf's up!
A mi g a  T e c h n o lo g ie s '  I n t e rn e t  'Su r f  Pa c k '  h i t s  t h e
b e a c h  w h i l s t  C U  s t a rt s  a  W o r m s  ma i l i n g  l is t  a n d  a
n e w s g ro u p  is  s e t  u p  t o  s u p p o rt  Bl i t z  Ba s ic  2  u s e rs .

News
AT 'surfing pack
Amiga Technologies' highly wel-
come Internet 'Amiga Surf Pack'
consists of an Amiga 1200 with
270MB HD. 14400 baud modem
and an Internet software bundle
along with the usual Magic Pack
software. CU Amiga Magazine
can now exclusively reveal the the
contents of the bundle. The
VVWVV Browser will be Voyager,
as previewed last month. An IRC
client will be bundled in the pack-
age too and this is none other
than Am/AC, another excellent
product from Oliver Wagner.
Mr Wagner must be pretty busy
at the moment since his ArrIFIP
FIP client will also be included.
The whole package is based
around the AS225r2 TCP/IP soft-
ware that Commodore developed
in house but never made public.
The new VooDoo software is
included to handle E-Mail and VLT
as a dial-in terminal. I ts shaping up
to be an absolutely killer Internet
bundle, We only hope that Amiga
Technologies will also make it

available to existing Amiga
owners!

Worms mailing list
Team 17's smash-hit game
Worms has virtually reached cult
status in the Amiga community.
Users of some general
newsgroups and mailing lists
have complained about the
massive amount of Worms traffic
inundating the conferences.
CU Amiga Magazine has come to
the rescue with a Worms E-Mail
mailing list for all things pinky and
wormy To join, send a single line
E-Mail to our mailing list server at
listserv@cu-amiga.clemon.co.uk.
Put on this line:
ADD worms

If you're not on CU Amiga's
mailing list still. substitute
'worms' for 'cu-announce' for our
announce only group or
'cu-amiga' for the discussion list.
For further instructions send:
HELP
to listservPcuarniga.demon.co.uk.
Codes for amazing screens. worm

Barnet censorship free
Fidonet, the pre-Internet network that is passed around BBSs via
direct calls, has always maintained a clean image. Unlike the
Internet, every conference is 'moderated' and generally speaking,
swearing and other culturally sensitive behaviour is banned and
use of this can see any individual removed from the network.
Fidonet possesses many Amiga conferences and so remained
quite a valuable resource. However, many Amiga hobbyists felt
stifled by the rules and so set up an alternative network that
really is 'anything goes' including aliases instead of real names.
Called the 'Barnet', you can gain access to it from a number of
supporting BBSes. Some of which include;

1

name ideas , locations of custom
maps, hint, tips, cheats and tac-
tics will be the order of the day.
Team 17 are also present. Just
before going to press they
revealed that they have dropped
plans to create 'Net Worms' on
the Amiga. The reason given is a
lack of interest on the part of the
Amiga community. Prove them
wrong and E-Mail your thoughts
to spadgegteam17.com now!

Blitz Basic newsgroup
New and potential programmers
using Acid Software's Blitz Basic
2, should know that there's a
Usenet Newsgroup dedicated to
Blitz Basic support. Add
'alt.sys.amiga.blitz' to your
Newsgroups file to get on to to
the Blitz Newsgroup, Blitz Basic
2.1 is reviewed in this issue so if
you've any further questions or if
you already use Blitz Basic, this
would be the ideal place to con-
verse with other users. The
authors can also be found in this
group to raise any support/future
version issues etc. Recently Mark
Sibly announced that after his
next (unnamed) game, he'll be
setting to work on Blitz Basic 3.
This started a massive thread
about what existing Blitz Basic
users would like to see in BB 3.
Join up and you can have your
say too. I I

1
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Mos: trackers seem to have been lacking ambition
recently, content to concentrate on trying to play more
tracks than the opposition, which considering the reduc-
tion in sound quality is a waste of time in my opinion,
However, Musictine Editor injects some much-needed
inspiration into the scene,

While at first it may seem like just another tracker, it
stands out thanks to its unique combination of sample
and synthesis playback. For years we've been able to
add basic effects to samples as they played, such as
vibrato and tremolo, as these just alter the replay speed
and volume parameters which is simple to do. Music/me
takes this to another level by adding synthesiser con-
trols, including filter, resonance and phase. Instruments
are made by combining standard sound sam-
ples with these and other synthesiser set-
tings. The results can be very impressive,
allowing the use of synth sounds that have fil
ter sweeps automatically built in. so that
when you play a bassline for example, each
note gets progressively more spiky, then
slides back down to a more muffled sound,
without you having to program in loads of lit-
tle changes on each note.

At the moment the interface is somewhere
between a fixed Pro Tra cke r
-
s t y le l a y o u t  
a n d  
a

more OS-compliant system including standard menus and
select any screen mode you have available but the actual screen doesn't re-scale
accordingly, so in effect you're stuck with a (quite reasonable) 640 x 256 screen.

I haven't got to grips with the whole thing yet, but going by the demo tunes
and the synth section, it has plenty of potential for anyone who is fed up of the
normal constraints of tracker programming. It won't turn your Amiga into a
Roland JD-800, but it's the best combination of sample and synthesis to ever
grace the Amiga.

The shareware version allows saving of your own modules and instruments.
but you should register if you find yourself using it on a regular basis.
Available from: Aminet 9 CD-ROM. Check the adverts in this issue for the
best price and deal.

A ud ioLab  1 6
This one has seen plenty of ser-
vice on my Amiga over the last
couple of months. It's one of
those ever so modern modular-
designed programs that performt
,all kinds of useful audio feats,
with ample support for many 16
bit and 8-bit audio formats.

Most of the functions are dis
abled in the shareware release,
but it does allow you to take the
raw 16-bit sample data from
audio CDs and save it straight out
to disk (in other words you can
perform a direct digital-to-digital
copy from any audio CD). You'll
need a CD-ROM drive that can
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transmit CD audio data across the SCSI bus, such as those currently sold by
HiSoft and the forthcoming 0-Drive from Amiga Technologies.

Sample data from audio CDs can be automatically converted to 8 bits as it's
saved, or just spooled out in full 16 bit bandwidth. This is generally the better
option, as the sample volume can then be maximised using an editor (such as
Aura, OctaMED 6, MultiSample etc)and then converted to 8 bits for use in your
tracker: If you've got a 16-bit replay system on your Amiga then so much the
better! The results are the cleanest samples you can possibly get from CDs.

The disabled features include a sample editor, signal generator and plenty
more. There's stacks of support for 16-bit sound formats. Watch this space for a
review of the fully registered version.
Available from: Aminet Set 2 CD-ROM Pack. Check the adverts in this issue
for the best price and deal.
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radio buttons. You can

M U l t i S a M P l e
This is a sample
converter, plain and
simple. Those poor
deluded souls
who use PCs for
music normally
exchange samples
in VVAV and VOC
format, slightly dif-
ferent to the Amiga's
native IFF 8SVX for-
mat, MultiSample
uses a neat little GUI
interface from which you select your source and
destination sample files, along with their formats
and the required sample frequency. The supported
formats are Amiga 8SVX (IFF), Amiga RAW. ST RAW
and PC WAV. PC VOC and the 16-bit AIFF formats are
absent, but they may be added with time. That's about
it really!
Available from: Aminet 9 CD-ROM. Check the
adverts in this issue for the best price and deal.
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N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5
•  ON THE DISKS, AudieMaster IV full program,

Virtual Karting demo. CD-ROM edition-Amiriet
7 and more.

•  FEATURES: CD-ROM definitive guide to drives
and disks.

•  INSIDE:Cioema 40, Mac
- 
E m u l a t i o n .  
F i n a l

Writer 4, Pinball Mania, Fears aid Citadel.

AIVIIGR
111
1Stat to  K g SVICA t Wet

foiltuk
Rhetard 1211:10,1

4Cat,FREE'

D E C E M B E R  1 9 9 5
•  ON THE DISKS: Exclusive Valets demo. Amiga

lull program plus free Amiga I manual
•  FEATURES
- 
P r o g r
a m m i
n g ,  
A m
i g
a  
m u
s i
c ,

interview with Ruth bregford. animator.
•  INSIDE: leasing Lap, Worms, Flight of the

Amazon Omen, Coale. Delwin Master
FinalCalc and Amiga MI438S Monitor.

N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 4
- S O LD O U T
D E C E M B E R  1 9 9 4
- S O LD O U T
J A N U A R Y  1 8 9 5
- S O LD O U T
FE BRUARY  1 9 9 5
- S O LD O U T
M A R C H  1 9 9 5
- S O LD O U T

AP RI L 1 9 9 5
• ON THE DISKS: MovieSetter, dip art and

Etta International Soccer demo PIUS
free MovieSetter manual.

•  FEATURE: Animation made easy.
•  INSIDE: Power CD.ROM, PD Special, ATR.

Turbo Trax, Dawn Panel. Super League
Manager, Baldies preview.

M A Y  1 9 9 5
•  ON THE DISKS: ProDraw 3 all non AGA

Amigasl, OctaMED I and Bahlies demos.
•  FEATURE: Ten printers reviewed, rated

and recommended
• INSIDE: ECTS report, Brutal Preview,

DPaint. Perseus' Paint. Photogenic%
and Brilliance compared.

J U N E  1 9 9 5
• ON THE DISKS: Image IX 1.5 tall Annigas

with 2Mb), IISM demo.
•  FEATURE: Image processing explained
• INSIDE: RAM speed test: Blizzard 1230 III,

Siren Apollo, °clamed I reviewed, Primal
Rage, Sensible Golf previewed.

J U L Y  1 9 9 5
•  ON THE DISKS: Aderage 2.0, Power-

basev3,4, Arcade Seeder-hill game.
•  FEATURE: Step by step guide to the Net
•  INSIDE: First report from Germany

on E scorn, LightWave 4 previewed,
Cinema 40, Scala MM400, Virocop and
TM2 reviewed.
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SSE IL

•  FEATURE: Trouble shooting on your Amiga
•  INSIDE: DPaint 5 review, A look at the

new A401,
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Sonsille Golf, Time Keepers, Player
Manager 2.
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•  ON THE DISKS OctaMED514. Speris

Legacy. Time Keepers.
•  FEATURE, Sex and computers: we take an

ludepth look at how muck there is and
what people think about it.

• INSIDE: Alien Breed 30 : Gloom. SSE'',
Brutal. VñC.p 4500, Rase Jumpers CO32.
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•  ON THE DISKS: Pagestream 2.2,

Exclusive fears and Citadel demo.
•  FEATURES: Using your PegeStream cover

disk lor DTP, Storage: HO's 'hippies and
CO•ROMs. Head In Head Gaming.

•  INSIDE:Odyssey, Real 30 v3.
PageStream 3.1i and a towering
multimedia station reviewed.
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J A N U A R Y 1  9 9 6
• ON THE DISKS: Imagine 3.0 lull program,

lteWatt 2 h Algomusic
•  FEATURES: 30 rendering using our cover disk,

andleading Amiga authorities interviewed,
• INSIDE: MiconiK Towec Wodd Construction

Sot. Amiliek, leewelf 2, SWOS 9516, Super
Tennis Champions and much more.
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F E B R U A R Y 1 9 9 6
•  ON THE DISKS: TertoreStudie plus Imagine

objects, DVerb, Mandel 92. Bluff Titter, Am,
source code, Xtreme Racing.

•  FEATURES: Serial hiking explaiiet astable
Amiga prototypes and the first Net Welly.

•  INSIDE: DiskMagic, HiSott CD-ROM, Virtual
glasses, Seeds Legacy and mock mere.
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GOLDEN JOYSTICKS

The Golden Joystick
Awards 1996

Every y e a r E M A P ' s  G o l d e n  J o y s t i c k
A w a r d s  a re  s e e n  b y  t h e  g a me s  i n d u s t ry  a s
t h e  mo s t  i mp o r t a n t  a c c o l a d e s  a  c o mp a n y
o r i t s  g a me s  c a n  g e t .  T h i s  is  b e c a u s e  t h e y
a re  v o t e d  f o r  b y  yo u  t h e  re a d e rs ,  t h e
p eo p le  w h o  b u y  t h e i r  g a me s  ( o r  d o n ' t
b e c a u s e  t h e y  a re  c ru d ! ) .  T h is  is  y o u r
o p p o rt u n i t y  t o  t e l l  u s  w h a t  y o u  a c t u a l l y
b o u g h t  a n d  l iked  d u rin g  1 9 9 5  a n d  w h o
you  t h i n k  sh o u ld  b e  re w a rd e d  f o r  t h e i r
e f f o rt s  b y  a  p re s t ig io u s  G o l d e n  J o y s t i c k .

D o n ' t  fo rg e t!
Please take the time to
fill in the form on the right
and send it to us. The
encouragement you give
companies and developers by
letting them know you
enjoyed their games will
show the continuing size
and strength of the Amiga
market. Don't let it down!
The Golden joysticks
ceremony will be held in
May 1996 and we'll have
a report about who got
what in which category
in the July issue.

' EP

T h e  F o rm
Please fill out this form, listing your entry in each
of the seven categories below, then s e nd it for a
photocopy of it) to the address at the bottom.

Category 1: Best Licenced Computer Game
Best arcade or film licence. Not a difficult choice
since there were only two.

Category 2: Best Original Computer Game
Not SWOS 95t96, OK? It may have been
original three years ago but not now Remember.
ORIGINAL is the key word.

Category 3: Computer Game of the Year
Your nomination for the game that beats the rest.
Can be original, can be new, can be a sequel, but
it must be from 1995/1996.

CATEGORY 4: Best Computer Game Developer
Your chance to name a development team or
programmer worth their salt. Whose games most
tickled your fancy in the last year?

CATEGORY 5: Best Technical Innovation in Games
What really, really stood out this year? What
revolutionised the way games were done? Come
on, get your thinking caps on.

CATEGORY 6: Software House Of The Year
A name is what we're looking for. A publisher
that has supplied you with the most enjoyable
games this year.

CATEGORY 7: Games Developer/Publisher most
dedicated to Amiga
With so many turncoats around here's your
chance to reward the company you feel has been
most loyal.

Once you've  fi l led ou t  this  for m  pos t i t to:
Joysticks  1 9 9 6 ,  C u  Ami ga  Ma ga z i ne ,  P r iory
Cour t,  3 0 -3 2  Fa r r i ngdon Lane ,  London
EC1R 3ALL Please  s e nd i t t o  arrive  no  l a te r
tha n  3 1  M a r c h  1 9 9 6 .  Tha nk s ,  a nd  r e m e m -
be r y o u r  opinion c ounts .
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12 ISSUES
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EIGHT!
SAVE E18_00!*

H O W  T O  O R D E R
Tick which box applies to you on the form opposite,
then fill in the rest of the form and send it along with
payment to: CU Amiga Magazine subscriptions depart-
ment, EMAP Consumer Magazines, FREEPOST(LE598Il
Leicester LEV 4AB• (Free postage within the UK only)

Or call the subscriptions
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ORDER FORM
Please e nte r  my  subscription to  CU Amiga  Ma ga zine .
Please tick/delete as required

R A T E S  - 12 issues including postage
E36.00 UK 12 ISSUES FOR PRICE OF EIGHT (*UK only, offer code: Alo)
E64.00 REST OF WORLD SURFACE MAIL
E74.00 EUROPE/EIRE AIR MAIL

a  E116 REST OF WORLD AIR MAIL ZONE 1
E116 REST OF WORLD AIR MAIL ZONE 2

M E T H O D  O F  P A Y M E N T
Cheque/Postal Order/International Money Order payable to EMAP Images Ltd.

AccessNisa number  E x p i r e s

Signature: D a t e

Name
.Address:

P o s t c o d e :
o r a P o R TA N T:  12 issues for the price of 8 offer available to UK residents Only. Please alto,  28
:iHYS for fulfi lment from receipt of order.

-J Tck this box if you do not wish to receive any direct mail that EMAP Images Ltd feels may be
of interest to you.
Offer closes 15th March 1996 S o u r c e  code'lAlt
Note: Zone 1: Middle East. Africa. USA, South America. Hong Kong. Singapore_ Pakistan,
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PO BOK 179
READING
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R C N  3 0 1 )
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THE REST IN (BALITE PII fi fitiAfinfiAttfi
SUPPLIED ON FIRMED DISKS ONLY!

The LEADER •
OTHERS CAN ONLY 101.16W

FREE FRIENDLY HELP BY
POST Or PHONE ANYTIME II

PICK YOUR OWN PROGRAMS'
BY NAME, RUMMER MID SIZEI

ITS EASY!
SHE reales I  Inviable KW

BOO mama 1 Ron anoint atm
CATALOGUE WITH FULL DESCRIPTIONS A M I K ONLY El
Memel (or the LATEST PROGRAMS' I
- 3  I I W A I E "
- 0 0

N o m  &RECT./5
Pt BO X  672
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Surrey CR 2 91%

'Id: 11181 657 1617
P&P
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Q. What's plastic, 3.5 inches
and costs lust 45p?
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AND MORE
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LOVETOT AVENUE

ASTON
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Tel: 01302 830 720
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DELTRAX PE:o(cu)
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FULL OF PILES & DESCRIPTIONS
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CD ROM PRINTED CATALOGUE
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- PLEASE STATE WHICH

PHONE/FAX 01492 515981
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CLWYD 1L29 9NP

SOFTSEIL
AMIGA CLUB

FULL PRICE GAMES
FOR HIRE

RETURN POSTAGE PAID

Send a  stamped SAE for  a
catalogue

Softsell (CU),
16 Church Street,

Trowbridge, Wilts,
BA14 8DW
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P&P El.SOLIK / E3 Rest of World • Cheques UK bank or Postal Orders
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Step-by-Step with ProPage £1999
200 page tutorial book by Larry Hickmott
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AMIGA REPAIRS
FIXED PRICE ONLY £4299 1 n cl . a n d
*  Price includes PART, LABOUR, DELIVERY & VAT
*90  Day warranty on all repairs
*2 4  Hour turn-around on most repairs
*All upgrades purchased from us fitted free with repair
*  Includes FULL DIAGNOSTICS, SERVICE & SOAK test
*  If drive or keyboard need replacin2 add E10.00
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BUILD MUSCLES
FAST!

0.•

NEW! Fastest way to build
muscles and strength without
weights — EVER! Just 35 minutes
daily in the privacy of your home
will develop an amazing physique.
MUSCLE DYNAMICS is a new

body building system based on
principles developed after years of

exhaustive research. it is a total exercise
programme involving the very latest
scientific breakthroughs in the field of
muscular development. It is the fastest,
most effective way to build muscles in
existence.

Noticeable results In 28 days guaranteed.
Send for FREE Information Pack.

MUSCLE DYNAMICS.P.O. BOX 70, DOUGLAS, IM99 lEH.
Tel: 0624 801023 (24 hrs)

MUSCLE DYNAMICS,P.O. BOX 70, DOUGLAS, IM99 1 EH
veal t went to build muscle s Iasi. Please rush me a  FREE information pack!

Name, ............. . . . . .  ...... . . . . . . . .  ................ . . . . .  ..... . . . . . .  mom

Addre ss .   C A P I T A L S

••••••  P L E A S E

Postcode . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  ..... . . . . .
(A stsnm for reply appreciated)

YOUR PRINTS
Yo u  ca n  n o w  h a ve  y o u r  f a vo u r it e  a rtsokora  n r in t a l l  o n  limp i m a m

p a p e r i n  f u l l  g lo ss co lo u r  fi n ish .
Al l  you have to do In fol low our  step by a t e  mimeo

SIZES
• g l c m  2 2 e n s  a p p ro ir  t 4 . 0 0  ( M e  re co m m e n d e d  S e  t e m
'St e e n  is  4 4 c m  a p p r o x £ 6 . 0 0  r e s o l u t i o n  &r a y le ss)
• Size s su b je ct  t o  a sp e ct  ra t io s

P U P  L i m o  u p  t o  g  p r in t s .
STEP S T STEP GUIDE

l . )  F o r w a r d  d i s k  w i t h  re le va n t  a r t w o r k  o n
I . )  S t a t e  f o r m a t  u se d . ( a l l  Am ig a  f o rm a t s su p p o rt e d )
3 .)  S t a t e  q u a n t i t y  a n d  size  o f  p r in t s  re q u ire d .
4 .)  En clo se  na me ,  a d d re ss a n d  p o st co d e  f o r  yo u r  p r in t s  t o  b e

re t u rn e d  t o .
5 3  En clo se  S .A.E .  i f  yo u  re q u ire  y o u r  d i s k  b a ck
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D e live ry t ime  appears 14  Da ys

LAMIGAm 0171 972 6700
MARIANNA MASTERS

WHAT DO YOU GET FOR E53
FREE TYPESETTING

FREE COLOUR
FREE COPY OF THE MAGAZINE
MORE TECHNICAL COVERAGE
MORE SOFTWARE COVERAGE

MORE PUBLIC DOMAIN COVERAGE
MORE PROMOTIONS

BETTER COVERDISKS
ABOVE ALL

THE BEST VALUE FOR MONEY PACKAGE IN THE AMIGA MARKET
NO 1 FOR CLASSIFIED ADS!

"HOW MUCH?"

••••.—

-  1 1 1 1 1 1 1

The Problem: Eastenders or Street Fighter?
The Solution: A Dedicated Amiga Monitor.

Krotrade
Hard on copy. Soft on wallet.

Dept. CU, The Redwood Building, Leighton Road, Buttington, Welshpool SY21 SHE
Tel: 0 1 9 3 8  5 5 6 5 7 5 / 5 5 6 6 2 3

Monitor specifica tion: Phillips HCS35 Video monitor with speaker -  compatible with M U G & PIES, SPIES, trIEGADRIVE IAI, ATARI ST & COMPOSITE VIDEO
(once includes video lead). Printe r spe cifica tion: Phillips NMS 1436 9-pin NLO mains printer. EpsorvIBM compatible. 120CPS draft, Pactorsingle sheet led. suppued with lead

Note: a ll equipment advertised is second-user and has been fully refurbished tested and repackaged in our warehouse facility and carries a 90 DAY WARRANTY
Delivery included, prices amok's to UK only Orde ring: please place Orders by post ensuring that you specify Ram(s) required & your computer type.

Cheques or postal orders only please, made out to loticrotrade•• Items subject to availability
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Ge t t in g  t h e  A mi g a  o n t o  t h e
I n t e rn e t  c a n  b e  f ra u g h t  w i t h
d iffi cu lty .  C U  A mi g a  M a g a z i n e
p ro v id es  s o me  o f  t h e  a n s w e rs  t o
t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  q u es t io n s .

• C l .  W h a t  ha r dw a r e  d o
I ne e d to  ge t  o n to  the
Inte rne t?

• A .  Apart from your Amiga,
you will need a modem. The
faster the better, but with an
Al200 a 'V34' 28800 bits per sec-
ond rated modem is best. Slower
Amigas (A500, A600, Al2000s)
which Only have 68000 proces-
sors have some problems with
anything faster than a 14.4K
modem. A hard drive and extra
memory are extremely useful too.
although if you're prepared to
cope with a little bit of hardship
and donkey work, it is possible to
do without.

• C L  W h a t  s o ftw a r e  do
I ne e d?

• A .  That depends. There are
two main ways to get on the
Internet:either through an Internet
Service Provider (such as Demon)
or through an existing on-line ser-
vice. The second way is much,
much simpler as all the hard work
with protocols is handled by the
service provider: All you then
need is a terminal emulator pack-
age such as NComm, Term or Hi-
Soft's Termite

• C L  W h a t  is Am i TCP ?

• A .  I f  you want to get onto
the Internet properly in the most
flexible way, you will need what is
called a TCP/IP stack. TCP/IP is
the protocol used on the Internet
and the AmITCP package is an
implementation for the Amiga.
Many programs have been written
to take advantage of Ami7CP and
will provide you with World Wide
Web browsers, Gopher and

FrequAly
asitei questiors

Internet Relay Chat (IRC) clients
and mail programs.

• C L  W h e r e  c a n I  ge t
Ami TCP ?

• A .  You can either buy the
full version from Blittersoft and
attempt to plug in the extras your-
self or preferably obtain the demo
version 3.0 or 4.0 (with an annoy-
ing requestor) in a ready made
'installer' archive which will do
90% of the hard work for you. You
can get one such archive from
Visage PD on 0115-964-2828. This
particular installer may be Demon
specific but it'll provide a working
example unlike installing Ami7CP
from scratch. Installation will be
much harder for providers not
offering 'static IP' and 'SMTP
mail'. It might be an idea to bear
this in mind if you choose to use
someone other than Demon

•  a  H o w  do I s e t up
Am i TCP ?

N A .  With  great difficulty if not
using one of the 'Installer'
archives. AmITCP is not a program
for the beginner. However the
latest commercial version 4.2 is
an improvement if you really want
to pay for it and set it up yourself.
As above, you can get version
3.0/4.0 in a ready made archive
and this is what we recommend
To set up you will need to have
your User and Domain names,
your IP number and the IP num-
ber of the gateway and Domain
Name Servers. See, I told you it
was tough. Your service provider
will be able to provide all the
details, although don't expect
them to be able to help you with
AmITCP itself.

•  CL O n c e  I  ha v e
Insta l led AmiTCP,  wi l l  I
be re a dy  to  go?

M A .  No, I'm afraid not.
Although you have the TCP/IP
working, there are many other
stages to go through if you didn't
use one of the 'Installer' archives.
First of all you will need a dialing
program that will call into the ser-
vice provider and start the TCP/IP
business going. Once you are
connected, you can get a mail
program, a WWW program, a
Usenet news program, an Internet
Relay Chat program Chatline for
surfers) and so on

• C L  S o  w h a t  doe s
Am i TCP  c om e  w i th?

• A .  You should get enough to
get you started, with a dialer
program and utilities including an
FM program (for downloading
software) and a Telnet client (for
logging into remote computersl.
With FIT' you can load into the
Aminet site and download all the
other software you need.

•  a  W h a t  is SLIP a nd
PPP?

• A .  SLIP and PPP are two
different standards for dial in
programs: you can use one or the
other, but not both. AmITCP
seems happiest to use SLIP as
this is what it comes with
although PPP programs are
available (from AmiNeh.

•  Ci - I f  I  us e  a  on-l ine
service prov ide r  a nd
the re fore  a v oid ha v ing t o
use TCP/IP, w h a t  a re  th e
dra wba c k s ?

If you want to get on to
the Internet as easily as possible
you should consider opening an
account with CIX or Delphi, as
both offer access using normal
terminal software The disadvan-
tages are the extra charges asso-
ciated with using the Internet in
this way - rather than the monthly

flat rate levied by an Interne
Provider Also, being totally text
based means it's not possible to
use a graphical Web browser
such as AMosalc. or Ami7CP
dependent tools such as the
Grapevine IRC client.

• C L  I s  e v e ntua l ly  ge t-
ti ng o n to  the  I nte r ne t
w o r th  the  hassle?

• A .  Definitely! Not only will
you be able to download all the
latest software, but also you can
send email to friends, join in with
global discussion groups and look
through thousands of pages of up
to the minute news and reviews.
There is an enormous on-line cul-
ture, which you could join.

•  0 . .  I  ha v e  g o t  Am I TCP
w ork i ng,  b u t  w h e n  I  r un
AlVlosaic I  c a n 't  g e t  a ny
pic ture s  dis pla y e d.

• A .  We b  pages contain
images in GIF format (and some-
times JPG) which the Amiga can't
decode out of the box. In order to
display these pictures, you need
to install a GIF and JPG datatype
which the Amiga uses to translate
the pictures. They're available by
download from the AmiNet sites.
utilicitypetZGIFDT39.16.1ha
utiltdtype/jfif_dtc (ha

N O  A f t e r  ins ta l l ing
AmiTCP. I  g e t  a n e r ror
message  " rx  unk nov v n
c o m m a n d ”  w h e n  dia l ing
i nto the  I nte rne t.  Wh y ?

• A .  The command "link up"
command used to access the
internet makes use of ARexx, and
if you don't have ARexx installed
and running, you'll get an error
message like this. Make sure the
drawer Rexxc is present on your
Workbench system (copy over
from the distribution disks if not)
and add the line:
run >nil: <nil: to your s:user•
Startup file. •

John Kennedy
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So y o u  w a n t  t o  k n o w  w h a t  t h is  Al iwoc t h in g  w e
keep  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a c t u a l l y  is? Yo u 're  in  l u c k  -
M a s t e r Class  exp la in s  a l l .

0  n the last few months we have

developed some programs in the
wonderful programming language
Aliexx. Unfortunately, from first

hand experience I've discovered that quite a
few users aren't exactly sure what this Afie)a
business is - or how to go about using it.

Allexx is a programming language that is
distributed as part of the Workbench (at least,
part of Workbench 2.04 and later releases).
Unfortunately, Anexx documentation is hard to
come by: in fact, unless you have an A4000
you are unlikely to have ever seen the official
Commodore booklet.

This month's MasterClass is especially
aimed at those users who are struggling to
use ARe,ot or would-be Amiga programmers
eager to achieve something new with their
existing system.

To start with, it is important to realise what
Alie)ot is designed to do well and what it does
badly. One immediate strength is that it is
free' most users should already have it on
their system. However, Aftexx is no Blitz Basic
or C development system. It's an interpreted
language and it is not designed to be the
fistest. You won't be able to use it to write
killer arcade games or professional utilities.

ARe)or is a more thoughtful language, and
its strengths are its many powerful com-
mands, its ease of use and its ability to make
debugging simple. ARala can also be used to
add functionality to existing programs: any
application which has an "ARexx Port" effec-
tively makes its functions available to external

Go o d  a n d  B ad
What ARexx is good at:
•  Learning to program
•  Text processing
•  File utilities
•  Linking existing applications
•  Adding extra functions to existing

applications
•  Creating intelligent batch files

What ARexx is bad at:
•  Arcade or action games
•  Stand alone applications
•  Extremely large programs
•  Programs which require fast execu-

tion speeds
•  Programs which make extensive

use of graphics or sound

control. For example, you could use ARevt to
add complex macro facilities to your Cygnus
Ed text editor, or to link an image processing
program such as The Art Department
Prolessonal with software controlling a video
digitiser such as %/Lab

S tart in g  Allemc •
Open a Shell window and enter RX and return.
If you see the following:

Us a ge :  r x  fi l e n a m e  [ a r g u m e n t s ]

then the good news is that ARexx is alive and
kicking on your system. If you see something
like:

r x :  U n k n o w n  com m and

then there is a very strong chance that Afi evr
is not running or is not installed. To install
ARala, you will need to find your original
Workbench disks (or have a good look on your
hard drive) and locate a program called
RexxMast. This is the program which executes
the ARe.ick' programs. Now you can make a
decision: do you want AFtexx to start every
time you re-boot, or can you remember to
start it manually?

If you can live with a manual set-up, simply
double-click on the ARatx icon or open a Shell
and type:

r u n  > n i l :  < n i l :  R a x x M a s t

To run ARexx automatically every time you
switch on (which isn't a bad idea unless you
are severely challenged in terms of disk space
and memory) yc
-.
1•  
s h o u l d  
d r .
-
1 0  
t h e  
i c t r
) r

ass
A The Resebleell klen in l i t  11111V• VI I  CIO Am the Allerr server by
simply doable clicking on it  llowiever. it's much more useful to insert it
in the use, star-up

the WBStartup drawer. Next open a shell and
enter:

a d a : u s e r
-
s t a r t u pDepending on whether this file already exists
or not, you will either have a blank screen or a
list of previously entered commands (many
programs will add their own commands to the
user-startup script, so don't be surprised).

Add the following to the user-startup script
and save the file.

r u n  > n i l :  < n i l :  Rm xxMasi t

If you are using the standard Ed editor, you
can save the file by pressing ESC, then X and
then return. You will now need to re-boot to
get RexxMast started and you should be
greeted with what you can see in the
screengrab at the top of this column.

This might not be the end of the matter
though: if you still get the unknown command
error when entering "RX" you will need to
check that the directory called "Rexxc" is on
your Workbench disk. This directory contains
various special Aliexx commands, including
"PY" I t  t  r - P s e r t  have a hurt on your

he111.111
1,w e  p r o c e s s

.Workbenoh:> r x  d
t t o  w o r ld !
( to w o r ld !
( to w o r ld !
t t o  w o r ld !
t t o  w o r ld !
t t o  w o r ld !
I t o  w o r ld !

e l l °  w o r ld !
( to w o r ld !

e t t o  w o r ld !
.Workbenoh:>

to 1 0 s a y  'He t.  lo w o r t d i '  e r l d ;"

A Within the ilmigaShell we hnd a very cliched esample program showing the use DI the rs command to too a sitnple loop. You should be able to
come op with sornethieg a Mile more adventurous than this h id  remember lo o p  programs which print your name are very sad mined!



original Workbench disk and copy it to your
everyday Workbench disk. Something like

copy df O : r e x x c  s y s :  A L L

should do the trick. Now when you type "RX''
you shouldn't get an error. Unless, for some
reason the libraries which Afiex:( requires are
missing from your Workbench disks. If this
happens, obtain a directory listing of the libs.
drawer, and check for rexxsupport.library and
rexxhost.library. If these are missing, you'll
have to copy them from the original
Workbench disks, like this:

copy df 0 : 1 1 bs i r e x x * ? l i b s :

And if you can't seem to find the "ifr" key, then
take the trouble to use the Prefs tool to set up
a proper GB keymap.

Using A llem(
Now we are getting somewhere: with all the
Melo( files installed on your system and
Re)orMast running, your Amiga is at last ready
to run some programs.

AAexx programs take the form of plain
text files, such as you would create with Ed
or some other text editor. It is possible to use
a Word Processor, but only if no extra
information (font details for example) is saved
with the text.

It's best to give an APeAw program a name
which ends in .rexx, and although it's not com-
pulsory it's a good idea as some programs
assume the extension to be present. Actually
executing a program can be achieved with the
RX command, although RX can also be used
to execute Alie)xx command directly.

Here's an example of using RX without a
program, Open a Shell and enter:

r x  " d o  1 = 1  t o  1 0 ; s a y  ' H e l l o
w or l d l ' pe nd; "

Make sure to get the quotation marks right.
You should see something like the screen shot
on the preceding page.

The commands we entered between the
quotation marks was a simple Aliev< program.
Now let's write it in a more usual form. Using
a text editor (Ed if you must) create a file
MAIM gift N g k f
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A By dentin, dm default tool io 'nu', the Iecorresponding Is Me icon will be executed by Minix automatically
.

which looks like the screen-
shot to the right here.
There are several points to
notice, the most important
being that the program
MUST start with a
comment — that is, text
between the /* and " /
marks. You can (and indeed
should) add more text in
comments throughout your
program to remind you
what certain parts are
actually doing.

Secondly, notice how we
can now space everything a
little better, and even indent the inside at the
loop. This makes the program a lot easier to
read, and the extra spaces make no difference
to the ARevs' interpreter.

Now save the program to Ram disk weh a
name such as "testrexx". You can now
execute the program by returning to the
Shell and simply entering:

r e  r a m : t e s t

Notice how you can leave off the ".rexx" part
with RX. If your text editor has an option to do
so, then save the program with an Icon. If
there is no option. use IconEdit in order to
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/

do i  =  1  t o  1 0
say "H e l l o  World !"

end

D isk: t eet . rexx

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 •
A Wan restelde Int programs bass to start with comments nod that rising them wistly *hooh.
oar lorpoi proaramis 1 1 1 m  yen te ge back to code later and net have Is work out what it's doing.

create one: make it a Project icon. Select the
icon, check its Into file (highlight the icon with
a single click) and then use the Workbench
menu option Icons/Information. You can now
alter the default tool to read RX. Then when
you save the changes and double-click on the
Icon the program will be executed by ARexx
automatically. There's an example at the top of
this column.

It's also possible to add a ToolType to the
icons info file. For example in the screenshot
just below left, by adding a Console tooltype
you can pre-define the shape of the Window
and add a Close gadget.. •

Email John at johnk@infosys2,thegap.com or
Fidonet 2:443/13.4 and tell him what you want.

Next month w h o  knows. More ARexx?
More AmigaDOS?

T h e  A llem( P rograms
There are several more programs in
the Rexxc directory. Some of the
more useful are:
REXXMAST The master ARexx
program
RX Run an ARexx program
RXC Close all ARexx programs and
RexxMast
HI Halt all scripts Immediately
TS Start Trace mode (try it and sae!)
TE End Trace mode



Logos, meanings
and mysteries:

CD32 queries,
PerNET and
various other
CD ROM-related
problems.

•

All about
upgrading RAM,
operating
systems
and processors.

Plug-in hardware
of any kind!
scanners, disk
drives etc.

Answers to
queries on
particular pieces
of software

Music, sampling,
MIDI and any-
thing that makes
a loud noise,

Miscellaneous
tools to keep
your Amiga run-
ning smoothly.

Form-feeds,
page-breaks,
preferences and
lots, lots more!

Monitors, TVs,
modulators,
screen-modes
and all that stuff.

Pixels, sprites,
animation,
pictures. In one
small word:
graphics.

Spreadsheets,
databases,
organisers,
accounts

Everything
you need
answering about
ttell internet

Not everything
fits into a
pigeonhole, but
anything you like
fits in here.

T o n y  is  y o u n g ,  t a l e n t e d
an d  a  m a s t e r  b l a s t e r
w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  s o u n d
a n d  v is io n  o n  A m i g a .

I

Mix e d  m e m o r y
I have an Amiga
1200 with 2Mb of
Chip and 1Mb of
Fast RAM. I've
tried to run your
excellent Imagine

3.0 cover disk but it just quits with
no further activity. SnoopDOS
reports that Imagine can't find the
FC24 library. Is it at all possible
that you forgot to include this
library and that it wont run with-
out it? My machine has all of the
requirements you stated would be
needed to run the program on
January issue disk.
Anthony Brice,
Pizza, Harrow.

Firstly, we are quite pleased to say
that we have received a number of
queries about Imagine asking for this
library. It's good to see so many
Amiga users getting out the diagnos-
tic tools when something doesn't
work. In this case, the FC24 library
is actually a support library for an
obscure graphics board called the
Fire Cracker 24. Imagine does not
need this to run, it just has some
built in support for this device. 90%
of the problems that will cause it to
exit without firing up are due to a
lack of memory. Yes even on
machines that do have 3.41b as stated
on the cover disk requirements, prob-
lems
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space of continuous memory of
which a machine with 2Mb chip +
I Mb fast RAM does not have. The
amount of memory available on such
a configuration will make Imagine
virtually unusable on a system at any
rale. Memory is the unfortunate
penalty incurred by rendering pack-
ages. I f  you're serious about 3D ren-
dering you should realty invest in
some kind of accelerator with at least
4Mb of Fast RAM onboard.
Hopefully this will help you unlock
the full potential of both Imagine
and your Amiga.

Is y o u r  Am i g a  l i m p i ng  a l o n g  l i ke a
m o n o p e d  i n  a  l a r g e  t u b  o f  S m ar t i es?  I f
yo u ' r e  h av i n g  m e m o r y  m a y h e m ,  n a s t y
rum bl i ngs w i t h  y o u r  R A M  o r  a n y  p r o b -
l em s t o  d o  w i t h  yo u r  Am i g a  w e  c a n  hel p .
W r i t e  t o  us w i t h  y o u r  p r o b l em ,  h a r d w a r e
sp ec  a n d  m e m o r y  si z e a n d  w e ' l l  fi x i t!

Devilishly fa s t
What's wrong
with my
CyberStorm 68060
accelerator? Every
time I run pro-
grams that require

the FPU, they fail and I get a soft-
ware failure. I tried to run the FPU
version of Imagine 3 supplied
with your Christmas issue and I
got the same result. When I run
the integer version, everything
works fine. Any idea what could
be causing my problems?
Ole Hagugland,
Drammen, Norway.

I f  all programs requiring an FPI )
fail  on your Cyberstorm we have a
pretty good idea of what's up. Firstly,
the Cvberswrm has two libraries that
need to be dropped into your libs:
directory
,
: a  
6 8 0 4
0 . I i
b r a r
y  
a
n
d  
a

68060.1ibrary. You may have mistak-
enly thought that the 6804() library
isn't required since you have a 68060
accelercaor. It's a much smaller
68040 library that simply refers calls
to the 68060 library. Ensure you
have both of these libraries supplied
with your Cyberstorm installed and
your problems should vanish. The
FPU version of Imagine will run
very quickly indeed on the
Cyberstorm. You lucky devil you.

PAL p ro b lems
I have an Amiga
2000 upgraded to
Kickstart 3.1 cou-
pled with a CSA
Derringer 68030
accelerator with

4Mb etc. When loading Imagine
3.0 from your cover disk, I get
'You have an incorrect NTSC/PAL
version of Imagine'. I was really
looking forward to running this
program, Please help.
Domingos Pereira
Ontario, Canada.

T h e  A n t i p o d e a n  a n t i d o t e  t o
y o u r  p r o b l e m s  is  b a c k  w i t h
h is b ra i n  s m o k i n g  f r o m  t h e
l a t e s t  1211A sess io n .

We neglected to mention that NTSC
Amiga owners need to boot in PAL
mode to get Imagine to work since we
corer mounted the PAL version.
Fortunately, Kkkstart 2.x will allow
you to boot in PAL mode. Simply
enter the early startup screen by
resetting and holding down both
mouse buttons, then press a key.
You'll see the screen contract and
expand for each key press. The
expanded screen is P4L which will
appear to flicker more but has more
lines. Click on Boot as normal (after
adjusting your monitor to fit the
screen etc) and then run Imagine 3.0.
Users of Kickstarts earlier than 2.x
must use some form of degrader
available from most PI) houses.

Read me!!

0  I  want to ask you

some questions:
1) Is I,C.S.'s
A600/Al200
Multimedia Tower
worth buying? If it

is, how do I connect it to my com-
puter? When you reviewed it in
October 95 issue it was shown
connected to an Al200 by its
PCMCIA slot but you said some-
thing about an IDE socket on the
Al 200's motherboard.
2) Is there any way that I could
put a password on my Workbench
disk by editing the startup-
sequence on my Workbench disk?

Please print this letter, it's the
forth time I've written to you.
Andrew Guinn
Manchester.

The reason we haven't answered
your letters is that you don't appear
to read the magazine that we
painstakingly put together each
month! Most of your first question is
answered by the review. As for the
question of whether it's worth buy-
ing, surety that depends on your own
circumstances.

Yes, it plugs into the IDE socket
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on the motherboard (the IDE hard
drive socket ). A ribbon from the IDE
interface is passed through the side
of the Amiga's casing and into the
tower, that's why it looks like it's con-
nected via the PCMCM,  but it's not.

As for your second question, why
password protect your Workbench
floppy? You could just hide the disk
and anyone could boot your .4.miga
with another Workbench disk any-
way. I f  you really want a program to
do it, check the adverts from the PD
houses in this issue for a hard drive
protection tool which may function
for a floppy Workbench.

S wa n s o n g
I own an Amiga
A600 with an
80Mb hard drive
and 2Mb of RAM
utilising the trap-
door slot for 1Mb,

I run Bars E Pipes Pro V2.5 to con-
trol my MIDI devices. My problem
is that my songs are getting
longer so running out of memory
is becoming evermore likely. How
can I upgrade to a higher RAM
configuration? Could I use the
PCMCIA slot? Are there any alter-
natives? Also, my real time clock
on my RAM card has stopped. I
assume it's the battery, can I
replace it?
D.S.Moris,
Hounslow, Middlesex.

You can indeed use PCMCM memo-
ry with the 4600. This is generally
available in 2611; and 4Mb units
though it's a little expensive. There's
also the new Apollo 620 accelerator
which will accept up to an 8Mb
S1MM on board as well as seriously
speeding up your trusty A600. I fs
very tricky to install so i f you're
interested it may be worth getting it
fated by the supplier. Of course,
these problems wouldn't be an issue
i f you traded in your A600 for a
brand new Al200 — you could even
drop your hard drire straight into the
Al200. The decision is yours.

As for the clock failing in your
RAM expansion; most memory cards
recharge the battery themselves. I t
possible yours is not a rechargeable
unit though, which we have seen
before. Take it to a watch repair shop
and they should be able to tell you
and replace the battery if it's faulty
or flat.

Mu l t i -p a le t te
I have ImageFX
1.5 installed on
the hard drive of
my Viper ll
equipped 6Mb
Al200. I'm having

trouble with rendering sequences

as when I load them into DPaint 4
AGA and try to make an anima-
tion, the colours seem to cycle
and the quality is very very poor.
have tried saving the files in many
different formats but the quality IS
the same Do I need a graphics
card (and hence a big-box Amiga
or is it the way I am saving the
pictures Out? Please help.

It sounds as if you are saving anima-
tion sequences that use a different
palette for each frame. Check that
the Lock Palette tick box is set.
Deluxe Paint 4 will not replay (or
create) animations with multiple
palettes, but DPaint 5, Brilliance and
Personal Paint will do the job. I f  you
still end up with multiple palette ani-
mations (i f the colours seem to be
cycling) then it's advisable that you
use one of these programs to edit and
replay them.

D odgy d isc  d u o
I recently bought a
3.5" hard drive,
having taken the
time to fit the unit
with special
cables purchased

from an Amiga dealer. I phoned
the firm I bought the drive from
who said 3.5" drives over 500Mb
can only be recognised by the
1200 through a warm reset, They
also refused to refund money. I
boot the machine with a normal
Workbench disk but my machine
keeps crashing and I'm taking
advice on what to do next. Could I
sell it to a PC owner? Can I also
use PC CD-ROMs, modems and
RAM SIMMS on an Al200?
B.A,Sab
London.

Firstly, the firm you bought the drive
from seems to know nothing about
the Amiga. The 1200 can boot any
size of IDE hard drive currently
available as it doesn't have the horri-
ble limitations that MS-DOS imposes
on the PC. The problem is that your
hard drive isn't 'prepped' properly -
a good reason for buying a drive
from an Amiga dealer who pre-preps
drives and charges a little more. This
can save a lot of hassle i f you don't
know how to prep a hard drive your-
self You do have everything you
need to prep the drive with HD
Toolbox or you could try some better
software such as RI) Prep, available
from many PD Houses. Once
prepped, you need to install
Workbench onto the hard drive. The
easiest way is to simply copy the
entire contents of your Workbench
floppy onto the first partition you
make. I  recommend that you get RI)
Prep as it has extensive on-line help

which will show you step-by-step,
how to prep your hard drive, partition
it and set the right boot priorities etc.

As for the crashes, another com-
mon problem with 3.5" hard drives is
the posser they consume. It's possible
that you are drawing more power
sisals the ridiculously under specced
A I M  power supply can provide. A
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A pollo  landing
I isrn lust orrbng to
ask a taw ques-
tions about the
new Apollo 620 for
the Amiga 600
which was in the

January 96 issue. Could you
please tell me if the Apollo 620
will get in the way of the internal
hard drive which I have had free
with my A600. If it does, what
should I do? My last question is
could you explain in more detail
how the switch you mentioned
should be installed.
Malcolm Campbell
Deckham, Gateshead.

The Apollo 620 doesn't get in the way
of the hard drive but installation is
very tricky so unless you're quite a
handy man. I  wouldn't attempt to fit
it yourself. This also goes for the
switch we mentioned. To fit it is a
matter of buying a switch from
Tandy and wiring the pads up to the

jumpers on the 620 cord. A hole
needs to be drilled in the case, the
switch poked through and then
screwed back together. I f  you can't
work out how to wire the switch up to
the card, you shouldn't attempt to do
it at all.

Speed  F re a k
1. Why does
Sysinfo tell me my
system is running
at 15.2MHz and
1.35 MIPS when
on a previous

41200 on the same setup I got
14.17MHz and 1.33 MIPS?
2. I have raised enough money to
purchase an accelerator and I am
thinking of buying the well praised
Blizzard 1230 IV with 16Mb of
RAM. Do I have to worry about it
clashing with my Overdrive HD?
3. Could I use a normal PC tower
case instead of the very expensive
Micronik tower case and if so
could I purchase the Zorro cards,
connectors, etc. separately?
Would this be cheaper?
4 Are there plans for a Lyre  III
expansion card for the Al200?
5. Is it possible to attach a
24 Bit Graphics Board via a
SCSI ll interface?

6. Does the Sony Playstabon ro ily
do 500 MIPS? If so why didn't
Sony use this technology wisely
and put it to some good use to
make a computer rather than an
expensive toy,
Moynul Ahmed,
Sparkhill, Birmingham.

I, Sysinfo isn't very accurate. I t uses
the display Hz to measure the speed
of the machine. Change the screen
mode or even Overscan settings and
it's put out of whack. Try a proper
benchnsarking tool like AIBB 6.5.
2- The Blizzard is fine at 8.41b but we
coaktri'l confirm if it was OK at
1411141b. The best bet is to check with
Garden Harwoods that you may
war n the snit if it does cause prob-
lem' Irak pour existing set-up - they
should oblige as they have an excel-
lent (amasser service record.
3. les and so_ reseal have to take the
motherboard out of the ease and fit it
in the tower With WrINIfty positioned
mounting firtiags_ Alto the rear won't
hare the holes punched for the
Amigos ports. Zorn) cards don't easi-
ly connect to the 41200. The real
nuts and bolts of the ificronils tower
is the Zorro break out board. This
complicated expansion board gives
you Zorro slots from the trapdoor
port. However, we've heard of some
enthusiasts fitting their motherboards
into PC cases but doing so lands you
firmly on your own.
4. Yes, there's a tower from Eagle
Computer Systems in Germany.
We're trying to organise a UK
distributor and obtain a review item.
Keep an eye out on future CU issues.
5. No. There's no 'real' graphics
board option for the Al200. See Mat
Bettinson's points of view on page
120. Some display enhancers use the
RGB port only for various degrees of
success like Power Computing's 18-
bit Video DAC.
6_ No, it does not. It has a fairly mod-
erate CPU (33Mhz RS3000) that
accelerated Amigos can comfortably
outpace. I t does have next generation
custom 3D hardware. The kind of
thing that should be present in tlis
,new Power Amiga range. Then the
Amiga will have that kind of power
without Sony's overzealous control of
the platform and it's software. •

NO  SAES PLEASE
We regret that we cannot

respond to readers' queries by
post or over the phone. Please

do not include stamped
addressed envelopes with your

letters, as we simply don't
have time to answer the thou-
sands we receive. Responses
are only possible through the

pages ol the magazine.



BACKCHAT

•
T o  jo in  o u r  re a d e rs '  f o r u m  w r i t e  t o  B a c k c h a t ,
CU A mi g a  M a g a z i n e ,  E M A P  I ma g e s ,
3 0 - 3 2  F a rr i n g d o n  L an e ,  L o n d o n  EC ' I R  3 A U .

G e t  a  s p in e !
It saddens me to read such letters as
Michael Smithson's blaming Amiga owners
for the potential demise of the machine, and
asking us to plead with software publishers
to support the Amiga. If they want to sell
software to this format they will, but most
have made clear their future intentions. I,
for one, am not in the habit of begging to
anyone, least of all large profit making

am writingi n  reply to Martjin from the Netherlands
who complains in the  February 1998 edition of CU

Amiga about cover disks on computer magazines. I
accept his point that the magazine would be cheap-
er without the cover disks but this is only one point

of view -  it could equally be said that the small extra
cost is well worthwhile since i t gives Amiga users a
chance to try out programs that one might or might

not buy. Program reviews are all very well but there is
no substitute fortry ing out a program yourself before deciding whether to buy
the full version -  certainly if the full price is a lot more than the cost of a
cover disk.

I paid over £200 for the full version of PageStream 2.2 (which the graphics
here are done wi th)- now it is on a cover disk. I  might take the point of view
that I have wasted £200 buying a program that I could have got virtually for
free, but I have had several years use out of it and now I am guaranteed that it
will continue t o  be well supported because lots more people have become
PageStream owners as a result of the special cover disk upgrade offers. Cover

n
disks of old programs give a good introduction to the latest version -  if some-
times you have to put programs o t h e  disks that don't appeal to everyone
that just shows that Commodore's demise has greatly decreased the number
of programs available -  Escom will sort that out.

Please keep the cover disks, they encourage people to buy the Amiga and
support those who already have.

Now a quick gripe of my own. I 'm a computer hobbyist but I got the vote
more years ago than I care to remember. The eyesight's fading and the hear-
ing's about gone. Please ask your advertisers to print their copy in slightly
larger than 0.01 print so I can read it. And whilst I 'm on the sub-
ject, who decides that it is a good idea to print dark grey
text on a medium grey background or tiny lettering over a
surrealist multi  coloured, multi coloured landscape
background. Surely your advertisers want to sell their
wares? Some of them act as if they can't bear to part with
their goodies and make i t virtually impossible for anyone
with other than perfect vision to read their adverts.

Congratulations all round on producing the best
magazine available.
Mr A l l  Smith, Leicester.
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organisations. Get a spine. Michael!
As far as CU Amiga Magazine goes, I

would like to see more space in your maga-
zine devoted to looking at what the average
Amiga user has, what they use it fpr and
what they are looking for in the future. Get
honest debate going, expand the Backchat
pages arid stop reviewing games at 80-90%
just because there is nothing else around.

Let's continue to enjoy our Amigas for what

Whilst it's unfortunate that Texture Studio
requires an I TU,  it is essentially an add-on for

they are: the only decent machine for ordinary
people, irrespective of income, who want more
than a console.
PS. Can I have my own column?
The Grump, Alba.

No you can't have your own column but if you
seriously think you have an article that's worth
publishing in CU Amiga Magazine, send it to The
Editor in ASCI I  text format accompanied by a
hard copy printout and a covering letter.

D i r t y  t r i c k s
Why do you insist on using ciirty tricks to sell
your magazine? I'm referring to the 'free' gifts
you stick to the front of every issue in a
shameless attempt to bolster the sales fig-
ures. For example, there was the Aminet CD-
ROM last year, the Amiga E programming
language and guide book, not to mention the
excessive three-disk January issue that came
with Imagine 3. Is your magazine so deficient
that it really needs these sweeteners to shift
it off the shelves each month? Personally I
think the content of your magazine is enough
incentive to buy each month,
Phillip Dugdale, Hants.

Yes, you're right, these are blatant attempts to sell
more magazines. They work on the principle that
if we offer a bigger and better overall package
more people will want to buy the magazine.
Disgusting, isn't it

O n  y e r  b i k e
Here we go again. Upgrade or die, I've already
done that se ve ra l times. From a C64 to an
A500 1.3, A500 with WB1.3/2.0 ROM sharer,
Al200 2Mb, Al200 plus 2Mb hawk board,
85Mb HD then 240Mb with 2Mb on board.
After all this I now have 6Mb RAM in total. I've
even got a CD-ROM drive now and a printer
and a monitor. Whatever next?

Now I need an FPU to run a flaming cover
disk. On yer bike: do you think I'm made of
money? Texture Studio's no good to me,
unless you've got a spare FPU lying about the
office. I suspect that it's not a lot of good to
a lot of other people either. I shall have to
take a closer look at magazine cover disks
from now on before I decide to buy the may.
Don't get me wrong, I love the Amiga. I've
stuck by it through thick and thin but I've got
to draw the line somewhere.
Mike Smith, Hants.
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Imagine and most of Imagine's textures require an
For people interested in rendering and such

forth, an F I T  is an essential addition to their
machine. Incidentally, we included some Imagine
objects (which can be used on the non FPI: ver-
sion), the DVerb and Mandel-92 packages and even
the excellent Bluff Tiller demo. None of which
require an FPU. I f  every program on all of our
cover disks had to run on every Amiga then there
would be no cover disks. I f  you decide not to buy
CU Amiga Magazine (which is more than just a
cover disk) because one program wont work on
your machine then perhaps you aren't sticking
through as much thin as you say you are.

S t o p  w h i n g i n g
I felt compelled to write wter reading month
after month about the odd one or two simple
minded people who whinge on about cover
disks and the like, I am currently unemployed
so my attitude towards Amiga magazine pub-
lications has changed dramatically, When I
was working I used to buy all the Amiga
Publications as they came out (Amiga Power,
Amiga Action, Amiga Computing, Amiga
Shopper, Amiga User International, Amiga
Format, CU Amiga and The One). Obviously
becoming one of Major's millions has forced
me to rethink my strategy on this front. It did-
n't take much thought though because of the
shear variety of subjects within your maga-
zine, from the latest news and reviews to
cover features, from Get Serious to
Workshop and the highly informative 06A
section, what more could an enthusiast
want? And on top of all this comes
Imagine 3.0. Amiga E, PageStream 2.2,
MovieSettel; ComicSetter, ProDraw 3, Scala
not to mention a lot more on your cover
disks. OK so you get the time limited demos,
ie the Virtual Karting cover disk, as well but
the 'try before you buy' option suits me fine.

However. I was happily tinkering away at
my keyboard using Transition, an excellent
utility thinking wow, fantastic, now I can

THE EAR S I DI  B y  GARY LARSON

DiSOISer porous nofessos Schnobors
clooning lody when she, nusiokos his

time mochine lor o now dryer
.

download some clip art from the PCs I am
forced to use at college. But when I went to
find out what disk number and issue did
got it from, I discovered that it was from
another magazine. Why did you miss this
gem of software?
Mr  EC Wood,  Cl evel and.

Thanks for all the praise Mr  Wood. However, due
to our policy of putting top quality software on
our corer disks we have to decide what we think
is the best package to go on. Sometimes this
means that other software is left off our disks and
may appear on another magazines. That's life.

X t r e m e  b lo b s ?
I have one question about your last cover disK
Xtreme Racing I like the game but there is one
thing I can't work out. What are the red things
that move about when you are racing. please
answer the question. I'm sure I'm not the only
one who doesn't know what they are,
Martin Jerome
INaterlooville, Hants.

Martin, Martin, Martin, where's your sense of
Christmas cheer? Those little red things are
cheeky, cheery Santos wandering around in the
snow trying to avoid being run over before the
Christmas rush.

B a B o x  r u m o u r s
I heard a rumour that the new computer plat-
form 'Beeox' will probably be the new Amiga
RISC machine that we're all waiting for. I
don't know whether this rumour is true or false
but if the Amiga Technologies intend to release
a new Amiga model, I think they must convert
some current Amiga productivity titles like Final
Writer 4, Scala MM400, Real 3D V3.0 etc to
new RISC mode. Also, it would be a good idea
if AT made some deals with game companies
to produce RISC versions of popular A500 and
Al2 00 titles (Sensi World of Soccer 3D or

THE FAIR SIDE

Protozoon gossip

By GARY LARSON

BBS B A  BA
A y oung Russel l  Pierce has bees
bombarding the office with calla Is  •
desper ate a t tempt  to get  his ba l l ads
boar d number  publ i shed.  OK Russel l
you've finally worn us down. We
don't normally publish BBS number
as a rule but  her e goes.  The  Pi geos
Coup BBS provides help on Amiga
technical  quer i es and i nter net accesi t
softwar e,  i t  can be contac ted on
0 1 5 5 9  3 8 4  634,  sysop is Tony.
Note: ot he r  readers do not  a t tempt
the Pierce m et hod of  per si stency
other wi se w e  may be for ced to
come r ound your  house and set fi r e
to your  col l ecti on of  s tuf fed animals.
You have been war ned.

4

Alien Breed 3D II would be great).
Come on AT. act Quickly and give us a RISC

Amiga with AmogaOS V4.0 (with network and
internet capabilittesi Please. release the new
machine before Autumn 96_ -
r i m e ' s  
r u n n i n g
out and let's face the truth - the Amiga market
is getting smaller every day. Many game com-
panies have already abandoned the Amiga
games market, the same could haooen to the
productivity market
Sinan Gurkan, Istanbul, Turkey.

The BeBox is actually an entirely nem computer by
the company Be Inc. The only connection with the
Amiga is that the directors have modelled
Certain aspects on the Amiga and, thes say, what the
Amiga should be. This is obviously an attempt to
poach Amiga users for the platform and with hard-
ware specs including twin PosserPC CPC a and a
very low price point, it does sound attractive.
However, the machine doesn't exist and there cer-
tainly will be no software for it for a long time yet,
Amiga Technologies admit they have seen the
BeBox but remain committed to developing a brand
new Power Amiga. Draw your own conclusions.

A m i g a  E  t u t o r i a l s
was delighted to see your recent cover disk

of the Amiga E programming language and
the start of the Amiga E tutorial by Jason
Hulance. This elegantly compiled language by
Mu t e r  van Oortmerssen gives our favourite
computer yet another big lead over the com-
petition. Jason's tutorial on EasyGUI shows
how Amiga E gives fast seamless access to
the core of our unsurpassed operating sys-
tem. which achieved in 1985 what Windows
95 struggled to reach a decade later.
Moreover we need only a fraction of the
memory and disk space resources needed by
other languages and computers.

In particular the latest version of Amiga E
includes excellent facilities for object oriented
programming most ably outlined by Jason
Hulance. I do not recall any serious discussion
of OOP in any Amiga magazine so far. I hope
that you will ask Jason to show the object ori-
ented Programming power of Amicla E?
Brian C. Eggleston, Shropshire.

Glad you've enjoyed our tutorials. We'll pass your
comments on to Jason.

4  1 1 9



Points of View
Bad N e w s  Then?

C I  I h e  nev .
,
s  t h a t

Amiga
Technologies
is cutting back
its operation
in the UK is,
on the face of
it. bad. With

'product devel-
opment and support almost
eliminated from these shores
what hope can there be for the

44 Le t's  n o t  fo o l  ours e lv e s  a ny  longe r ,  A T  G m b H  (U K )
w a s  ne v e r  a ny th i ng  m o r e  th a n  a  p u p p e t  t h e a t r e . "

future? Well, the press release
sent to us about the World Of
Amiga show in Novotel, London
was clear about one thing:

Sound Decis ions
The Amiga is
probably
going to go
through two
main changes
within the
next year or
so. First will
be the 'Al200

Plus' or whatever it's called (an
Al200 with extra RAM and a
faster processor), while the
next step will be the Power
Amiga. As plans for the 'Plus'
will now be set in stone at AT,

4 6  E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  A m i g a ' s  c u r r e n t  a u d i o  h a r d w a r e
is o u t d a t e d ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  s o f t w a r e  a v a i l a b l e  r e a l l y  d o e s
drive it  to  its l i m i t . . "

let's jump forward to the
Power Amiga.

Educated guesses suggest
that this will be something sim-
ilar to the Draco from

'German company' Amiga
Technologies is staging it. Strange
though it may seem, perhaps the
very existence of a UK office was
one of the reasons the Amiga
hasn't been as successful as it
might have been here in Britain.

Let's not fool ourselves any
longer, Amiga Technologies
GmbH (UK) was never anything
more than a puppet theatre.
Jonathon Anderson set up the

Amiga Magic deal and John
Smith sold machines as hard
as humanly possible into retail
and distribution, but they were

MacroSystem: a modular com-
puter running the Amiga operat-
ing system but without the
custom Amiga chips. System-
legal software that doesn't call
directly upon the audio and
graphics hardware (sprites, inter-
nal samples etc) works fine
because everything is re-directed
to the appropriate graphics
cards, output ports and so on by
the operating system.

This sounds all very logical
and sensible, as the user could
then stock the computer with all

the hardware specific to his
needs, and upgrade when neces-
sary, as is customary in the PC
market. However, illogical as it
may seem, I would like to see an

ultimately hamstrung by lack of
any real control. You can have
ideas galore and work hard but
unless you actually control the
budgets and the decisions that
globally effect the Amiga, you
cannot claim success. Benshiem
is the real nerve centre and the
relaunch of the Amiga has been
more successful and universally
accepted in Germany than it has
been here as a result.

Commodore UK was a large
independent company, part of
the global network of a multina-
tional. Amiga Technologies UK
was merely a regional branch
office. So the job cuts may not
be such bad news then (for us,
but spare a thought for Jonathon
and co), if they mean that

exception to this in the form
of some standardised audio hard-
ware. Even though the Amiga's
current audio hardware is
outdated, at least the software
available really does drive it to its
limits, to such an extent that it
can compete with far more tech-
nically advanced audio hardware.
Compare this to the chicken
and egg situation of third party
sound cards and their software.
With too many standards for
programmers to master and
cater for, none gets the support
it deserves.

My advice to Amiga
Technologies is: buy in some
ready made audio hardware from
one of the Japanese giants such
as Yamaha or Roland (it's got to
be cheaper than developing and
making your own) and give us an
Amiga with 32-64 channels of 16-
bit stereo digital audio playback,
with a OSP and analogue-digital-

Benshiem sits up, takes notice
and has a direct hand in the
action here in the UK. If sales
don't go well then there will be
no-one to blame but themselves,
and this could mean that the
savings they make on UK
salaries goes into the promotion-
al budget to make sure this
doesn't happen.

Perhaps with their hands
directly on the reins Amiga
Technologies GmbH will take this
once great Amiga market
seriously again. Let's hope so.

AMIGA

analogue converters to boot,
stick on a couple of MIDI ports
and you'll clear up in the
booming music and multimedia
market. Offer the world a system
such as this 'out of the box'
with full support from all devel-
opers and you just cannot go
wrong. Once again the Amiga
will then be THE computer for
audio-visual applications.

Stock dto Poier Amiss with some 'on the shelf
preiessioesi midis hetitotere hought from Rohm or

mod it would become the todustry steedard
compiler in Me music end multimedia WO.
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A n d y  L e a n i n g
Just  t h e  Business

The other day
I was lucky
enough to be
asked to
advise a
group of busi-
ness people
about how
they could

use computing technology to
enhance their businesses.
During the lecture one of them,
I'll refer to him as Dave. asked
if it would be possible to use
his son's home computer in his
business (he owned a small
off-license),

fiemiCale pest otie ol the ratty tap flitch
business program that the Amiga low his.

A l  200  Cybergraphix
The Amiga
land C.-
machines
before it)
were always
central to my
hobby inter-
ests. Before
my heady

days at CU Amiga Magazine I
worked in the electronics
industry where I appreciated
the Amiga's advanced design

A This 24-hit image Immo courtesy of Testate Studio 1 1 is reel al
to real raphical Miter the Amiga it capable at Jost iiragiee what
the Al2110 could do with a 24-bit graphics card.

Now the course I'd chosen to
give, although using PCs as
examples, was designed to show
how any computer technology -
as opposed to a specific
type - could be used so I was
more than pleased to take a
few minutes out of my talk and
try and assist Dave in using his
son's computer,

As it happens the computer in
question was an Amiga, an
A2000 and although his son had
a copy of SoftWood's PenPal
word processor he had little else.

Dave was very surprised to
learn that there were quite a few

A With FioalCalc you cam site create laic/
graphical reptestilatiess el year statistics,

and wondrous graphics and
audio capability_ These days my
career is in the world of publish-
ing and my favourite machine is
a beefed up Amiga 3000 loaded
with Zorro boards. My set up
gives me something approaching
modern hardware capabilities
with the Amiga's brilliant operat-
ing system. This OS coupled
with the brilliant array of stan-
dardised 'style guide compliant'
software, is pretty much what

keeps me solidly with
the Amiga still.
However, the mass
market Amiga 1200
doesn't have such
expansion capabilities.
Sure there's plenty of
expansion options
available but there's a
few vital areas where
the Amiga 1200 isn't
catered for. For exam-
ple, the Amiga's graph-
ics and sound
capabilities were once
strengths of our
beloved machine but

good business programs he
could use on it and even more
Surprised and delighted when I
told him their prices. While PC
software prices are falling, it's
still hard to get really good titles

as cheaply as they are available
on the Amiga.

This set me thinking, that if I'd
met Dave this time last year I
would have been very hard
pressed to come up with an simi-
lar number of business programs
but now I was able to tell him
about EasyLedger, FinalCalc,
FinalWriter and Word Worth,
DataStore, Twist and even
ShapeShifter.

met Dave again recently, and
he told me that his son had been
given a PlayStation and so he
now using the Amiga for his

now they have now partially
turned into its weaknesses.
There's no 16-bit sound or 24-bit
graphics cards for the Amiga
1200. Why is that? Contrary to

popular opinion, it's quite possi-
ble to add such things to the
Al200 and yet, amazingly, it has
never been done.

Some hardware manufacturers
should be wise enough to
capitalise on the long wait for
next generation machines and
start producing some kind of
mass market trapdoor fitted
upgrade. This wouldn't be your
usual accelerator but a graphics
board to boot, Yes it is possible.
A lead can run from the board to
a passthrough connector
plugged into the FIG8 port. My
electronics background leads me
to believe that it's definitely pos-
sible and I feel we need such a

PIIIN If MO

4
,
1

accounts, creating postage kw tve
shop window and as a cookspio
for the video library he's norms,
from the store.

What's the point behind ea
this talk about a man called Deee

6 4  T h e  A m i g a  m a y  b e  l o s i n g  i t s  e d g e  a s  a  g a m e s
s y s t e m  b u t  i t  m a y  j u s t  h a v e  f o u n d  a  n e w  h o m e
a m o n g s t  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  w h o
c a n ' t  a f f o r d  P Cs .  ,
9

and his son? It simply
the fact that the market for
Amiga business software has
rarely been as strong as it
is now.

The Amiga may be losing its
edge as a games system but it
may just have found a new home
amongst the thousands of small
businesses who can't afford PCs
and the masses of software
needed to run a business on.

My message to Amiga
Technologies is as follows: tell
the business community all
about your product. It's great_

unit. It also shouldn't be too pro-
hibitively expensive to produce
and so this should keep the price
down to an acceptable level

Heck, Amiga Technologies

" N o  m o r e  a c c e l e r a tor s  ple a s e .  T h e  r e s t o f  th e  1 2 0 0
is y e a r n i n g  f o r  a  p o w e r  b o o s t  t o o .

themselves could produce thts
unit, It would see us nicely
though the next year until the
awesome PowerPC based
machines debut. It might atso
supply them with a healthy rev-
enue to aid the Power &mice's
development on the melnisme
A graphics standard already
exist so that developers can
support the upgraded architec-
ture and applications shekel con-
tinue to work under es•nulebon in
the future

One final word nra0 ragliCe of
advice to AT and hardware manu-
facturers: no more accelerators
please. The rest of the 1200 is
yearning for a power boost too.
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40MHZ FPU PLCC 160 9S
SOMHZ FPU PGA 169 95
SCSI-II INTERFACE PAPER OMY 169 95
4MB SIMM 1125 95
EIMB SIMM E235.95

FALCON 68040RC 25MHZ L499.95
FALCON 68060RC SOMHZ . . E 6 4 9 . 9 5
4MB SIMM E125.95
BMB SIMM 1235.95
16MB SIMM 1499.95
FALCON NO CPU 1419.95
SCSI ADAPTOR £29.95
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PC1208 BARE - ESS 95
PC1208 1MB 195.95
PC1208 7MB 1129.95
PC1208 4MB 1179.95
PC1208 8MB 1299.95VIPER 50 BARE E199.95

VIPER SD 2MB E279.95
VIPER SD 4MB E325.95
VIPER SD 8MB E435.95
VIPER SO 16MB £ 6 4 9 . 9 5
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faster than a 4000/040 at a fraction of the cost. Fit the
Falcon, feel the speed. If  you dare.

S P E C I F I C A T I O N S
1.5 Times more power ful

than the Ami ga 4000/ 040*

RAM Access 3.5 times quicker
than the Ami ga 4000/ 040*

Easily upgr adabl e to the
68060 Processor**

68060 Processor
socket bui l t-in

Can host  up to 128MB
of Local Burst RAM

Fast SCSI-II/III SMA
Hard Disk Control ler  (10MB/Sec)

PCMCIA Compati bl e and
ful ly auto-confi gur i ng

•Speed based on the  68040 ZSPAHz CPU

• I Upgrade 680460 prece programme available loon
Amiga cave needs to be opened and trapdoor modifi ed

V I P E R

TA K E
YOUR
AMIGA

STARTING FROM

SCSI S L O T S I M M  S L O T

6 8 0 4 0  O R
6 8 0 6 0  CP U

miumurmsa0
The Viper  28 can have up to 128MB
RAM installed, full Kickstart remapping,
opti onal  SCSI-II adaptor ,  on•boa r d
batter y ba c k e d c l ock ,  6 8 8 8 2  c o -
processor, instruction and data burst
modes,

VIPER 28 MKII BARE  £ 1 1 9 . 9 5
VIPER 28 MKII 2MB  1 1 9 9 . 9 5
VIPER 28 MKII 4MB  1 2 3 9 . 9 5
VIPER 28 MKII BMB  1 3 5 5 . 9 5
VIPER 28 MKII 16MB  1 6 1 9 . 9 5
VIPER MKII SCSI ADAPTOR 7  9.9 5

The Viper  50  can have up to 128MB
RAM installed, and the same features
as the Viper 28.

All Falcon's come complete with a cooling tan

C O - P R O C E S S O R

FPU's com plete w i th crystal. Please
state for Blizzard compatibility.

20MHZ FPU PLCC
33MHZ FPU PLCC

Al2 0 0  S M B R AM  ca rd  ye t is& "n e s I  a
32 SIMM5 and is PCMCIA f r i e d',

WARP ENGINES

/20 95
E39 9 5

LPOA

FOA O R D ER  F O R M  S E E  D P S  AD V E R T

TEL: 01234 273000 FAX: 01234 352207 11111131
POWER C O M P U T I N G  L T D  4 4 A 1 B  S T A N L E Y  S T.  B E D F O R D  M K 4 1  7 R W
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256 AGA COLOURS •  30  RAYTRACED GRAPHICS •  3 6 0 ' FIRST PERSON PERSPECTIVE
20 AWESOME LEVELS •  MULTIPLE WEAPONS SYSTEMS •  REALISTIC LIGHTING EFFECTS
ATMOSPHERIC SOUND & MUSIC •  HD INSTALLABLE •  AVAILABLE FOR THE Al200 /4000

P O W E R  C O M P L I T  T O  4 4 I A / B  S T A

FREE D ELI VER Y

E29.99
"Breathless has boldly taken the Amiga where no
Amiga has gone before." AMIGA FORMAT MAGAZINE

"At the moment there's nothing like IL This game
plays as well as it looks" 92% CU AMIGA MAGAZINE


