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o LETTER TQ THE EDITOR “AND ALL
From 7‘[.6 Eo/( for .-~ PARTIES CONCERNED.
cureaders may notice & different aspect to Se. The Qubic Root of a Problem

this month's newsletter. The Editor tock leave
to study for his compre~ensive exams. Inhis
absence, [ ought to say that this is the first
1ssue of our cezond volume - we've been
ub! C‘ﬂ"ng an incr2asingly fine product Zuring the
t vear and he deserves much credit for the
daches endured (I ought to krow, he asked me
0 tade cver for this month). May CATS
Newsletter t2 on the scene for as much excitement
uring the comimg vear, and play an even larger S
~ole 1n brirging news to cur readers, who continue - ey .
to join CATS at a steady rate. We will try to RUBIC BUbd.C
step up the inclusions from the Newsletter ;
Evchange, since we USers' groups are even more

inind that uUn-
€ cubi¢ root
ite computer?
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imzzrtant now. However, even with all this in g
mind, MarK would like to pass on kis pen. He is e
thirkimg cf fingering somecne (not me 1, but : read Dres_Lcdan and
cther interested parties should seize the moment ik 45',8 ,T,':E L : fj?‘},”"?ig’?
to sep forward., This publicaticr is going to be nction is  in fact
mcre important as time goes by. EXP.. . ABaLN Bl and
Tre Pres:ident was too busy this month to get 3'2“ fq*ﬂ'_jué” gtrgLi;’T
his cclumn outy =0 'l briefly report the results qiVEn: dxsd=1.
cf the nominating cocmmittee meeting: s destribed on pages
President — MarK Fisher Y the aforementioned
Vize President - Mizhael L, Cohen
Secretany - open
Treascrer - Sarah Fisher
O4f1icial Cont*act - cpen
SIC BEPCRT - Respcnse has been slow. Onlv one ERRATUM: a pice of copy fell off the flat on the
group has a meeti~g date, so far. Here are the way to the printer's - the missing formula from
con*act pecples’ names and chare rumbars as a the " Roots" article in last month's issue (CATS,
reminder 4o you who signed up at Ma~ch's meeting: L12,p.10) 1s
Sam Lefigy - 422-1332 ‘Basic) | B L P* L NCX)

Jokn Conger - 654-5751 (Applications)
Tom Cocsgrove - 474-7029 (Machine Code)
Carsie Eczeman - 703-430-7297 (Harcware) FOR GALE: Timex 2020 tape rlaver. Use” very

\S‘M gé‘m little, $32.00 from Jack Colson, (301) #31-7026
P.M.
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NEWSLETTER TEAM

SUBMISSIONS for this newsletter are eagerly

solicited. First priority will be given to Ned. Beeler Bernie Gerber
member's submissions. Publication of material does CarEis Bozaman Jules Gesang
not transfer rights from the author, in fact, it Mike Cohen Gyuri Grell
may establish priority. John Cenger Mihaly Grell

: . Phil Doughty David Horshor
Submissions may be reviews, articles on Mark Fisher Steve Johnson
applications, programming techniques, hardware, or Sorali-Risher Ward Segiun

anything else you can imagine. Pertinent articles

¥ th blicati iil also be idered,
gt aliod R bt bbb e Lol 1984 Meeting and Newsletter deadlines

I would prefer material to be typed, single ik Meeting Newsletter Submission
spaced, in 314" columns - but don't break your Aar;l igﬂr’;
back: the XEROX dosen't really care. Printouts Mz;l 12:h :;:flhz:‘;é'l?s?
{ the T/5 2040 print fine, but, Use Radio 4
ram the printer are fine, but, Tt 9th May 21, 1984

Shack paper, and don't put scotch tape on top of
the printing. o July 14th June 23, 1984
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERET

By dropping the 2062, Timex kind of gcne and
left those of ycu who were planning to upgrade
$rnm vour {000s holding an empty bag. Ch, there
a~e cienty cf PCs with mcre memory, more
mericrarals, more etc. but they all have one
commecn ‘eature - they cost much, much mere! All
is rot lcst, however.

We announced the advent cf the latest
Sinclair, *he GQL, in the February Newsletter ;
since then, more informaticn has come in. At the
March meeting Paul Beverly, Memotech's local
representative for their new machine, the MTX,
gave a very a*‘ractive demonstratien. And last,
bu* ~ope<ully not least, we have a review of the
Adam by cne of our members (Coleco is laying
neople af# right and left; we hope this isn't a
harsinger of worsa to come; the Adam was a neat
ideal.

All the infzrmaticn in the first 2/3 of this
article is compiled from seccndary sources. The
specs or the QL ccme from an article from -
Electronic Engineering Times (1/14/24), reprinted
10 SINCLAIR/TIMZX Southaast Regional Newsletter,
anc a reprcZuction of a GL advertising brochure
from the same source. The informaticn on the MTX
was culled from a brcochure handed out at the
meetirg. Nc-one we Krow cf has seen a GL in
cperation vet, or the MTX either, so we can't
cffer arv idea of how easy they are to use,
although they sound woncerful. The report on the
Adam is an actual user's repert; although the Adam
has acguired a very shakMy reputation, cur user :
liked i7 and cites some articles you can go o for
actual detalls on the machine.

THE QL

Conrtrary 4o early reports, the GL will be
available in the U.S., through mail order only (ro
addresses yet) marketing is projected fo- the
third quarter of ‘24), The price wili prchatbly
charge, but first mention is only $499. Befcre
you zay "Too much!™, read this:

Weighirg just cver 2 oounds, the 5-3/2 X 1-3/4
X L% inch machine is built arcund a 68008 CPU (32
bit) and ccmes with {23K of RAM as standard. The
GL alsc ~as an Intel 2049 slave processor to
hardla the Keyhoard, the two built-in RS232 perts,
and scund gereration. The memory is erpanrdable to
£40K , R0M cargacity is 32K, which can be expardez
to £4 (th~cugh a ROM cartridge slot), and storage
can be Z2 expanded to 300K through the addition of
sii micredrives (the machine comes with two, for a
“ctal of eight), The QL system also features a 45
vey fulil travel Keyboard, joystick inputs, color
videz ard sound cutputs.

Aimed at the business as well as the home
market, the machine will be bundled with four
programs: Quill, a wordprocessor; Abacus, a
spreadsheet; Archive, a catabase, and Easel, a
graphics package. Each program willbe or a
microdrive cassette (it will be impossible to use
audio cassettes with the QL) and each program can
share data with all the others. There 15 a much
expanded Basic zalled SuperBasic also included - a
highly structured version capable of procedure
oriented statements and Pascal-like structures.
The cperating system - QDOS - has a multi-tasking
feature and can window over 20 (also reported as
10) programs, operating simultaneously. The
opeating system also supports a 256~ user local
area network.

This is as much as I can digest already, but it
seems there may be more in the works. Peripherals
under development include : a .5 megabyte
expansion hoard, a Pascal compiler, a 63000
assembler, a Winchester interface, a modem, and a
parallel printer interface.

The MTX

At the March meeting Paul Beverly showed us a
very high-tech, streamlined charcoal box
containing Memotech's first venture into making
their cwn. The MTX is powered by a Z30A CPU, with
24K R0M and an initial 64K of RAM. Memory may te
expanded internally, with RAM boards up to S912K.
T~ ROM, which already contains MTX BASIC, can
also be exzanded,either through the disc drive bus
or cartridge portyup to 72K. Some of the
expansions are: MTX Pascal o Forth and scftware.
The display can be either a color TV or a
monitor, with a 40 X 24 standard screen (an 80
column expansion hoard is cpticnal), ;

The Keyboard is full-sized QWERTY (producin
uoper and lower case) with a separate numeric
keypad inciuding cursor controls and eight
programmable function ¥eys. Standard I/0 includes
a parallel printer port, cassette port, cartridge
port, two joystick ports and four channel sound.
Optional is a ccmmunications board with two RS232
interfaces ard a disc drive bus.

The MTX was designed to be used in business,
scientific fields, education, and for the home or
recreation. The cisc operating system gives
access to the wide range of CP/M business
software. In the classrcom the MTX car be used
for CAI through a node/ring communications system;
in the lab, the extensive 1/0 facilities should
make it useful as a cantroller/monitor,

A base-price MTX lists at $595; the price’
begins to go up as you expand: the machire with
factory installed communications board (two R8232
interfaces and disc drive bus) is $895. Still,
this is less than half the price of some other



macrines we can think of. Paul Beverly can be
reacred at (702)360-2372

The Adam Ralph Mason (703)534-3447

Trere have been many reviews, published in many
different scurces, on the Adam computer. Many
reviews contain false :nformation and some were
even written without having used an actual Adam
computer. The best factual account, to date, on
the Adam was printed in the Feb., 1924 issue of
Computers & Electrorics.

Decumertation: The origiral BASIC documentation
cshould be ratec as "Terrible" - where the TS/1000
~ould Se rated as geod to excellent. CToleco has
~ew BASIC documentation with the current package
and a quick peruse, at a s*ore, indicates that

scme cf the ma zr flaws have been corrected.
However, my 2romised copy from Coleco has not
arrived vet. The Zccumentation on the "built in®
(RCM) word processcr is almost not needed, since
Smartwritzr is very, very friendly.

Benchmarx: The Fek., 1924 issue of Creative
Czmpoting contained a benchmark presiam with
~esults from {15 d1fferent computers (Adam was
missirsl, The Acam, cn this test, took 49 sec.
arz the TS/1000 (FAST) took 2 mir, and 43 sec.
The results for accuracy and random-ess were about
the same. Matter of fact, the TS/1000 did quite
well cverall 1n this simple nenchmark.
BAESIC: The BASIC is gereraily compatible with
Aprle€24t BASIC, It is notin ROM and requires
the user 40 load it in froT the built i digital
data drive. This feature I 2o not like, since at
*he orecent time, there appears to be o way of
makKing a hack up tape. I*s capability is
restricted by the lack of good documentation.

Weord Processing: Smartwriter is built intc ROM and
is available with a push of cne Xey and has most

nf the features any common perscn would want.
(Ed.note: the original of this article was printed
very handzomely on the Adam Zaisy-wheel printer)

.\.E\,/b..ai Wiy i. 15 WO ‘dE' ..Jl cor ,.fa Ed Wl th mne
48/‘[»41!“

Gam=s: Excellent games car be gotten for both the
digital data drive and the standard Coleco game
Car*nwdga =lpt

Supplies: I+ took six weeks to get additional data
nact<s and printer ribbens frem Coleco. The daisy

wheels can he gotten from almost any offize supply
stcre.

cmmerts: The Adam has the potential of becoming a

very fine expandable system if Coleco does not
follow the same pattern as Timex ard Texas
Instruments.
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, ATTEHTION RALL SUBSCRIBERS Mo
that 34nc has ant &d that they will o
lomger publish, membetra have called
askind about the unused portion of  their
prepaid ‘kaL"‘iFl-.iL . RS OFf March 25 uwe
have heen notivied that all suscribers
with umFull +11i£1 subsCriptions will be
given the opportunity OF Chodsing from 2
list oFf puklications that Sunc will send
them Lo cr«mple‘:e the fullfillment oF their
suksciiption. IFf Thkere if no publication
ir Lk"g they will e 3iven a  cash
oFfer  mad  not
2. That will put
it fi..'-; 1,1934, IF
redarding Jour

arulifilies on please call SYNC
HAGAZINE at SD6-GB6E  and  ask  for
Customer Swrvice, Jdti £33 GESANG
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TAPE LOADING —
FIRST, LAST,
AND ALWAYS

By now we are all familiar with the 75 family of
computers- those poor littl orphans - and what
excellent computers they are for the price.
However, one of the design compromises made to
keep the price low has resulted in a major
shortcoming which seems as if it will never go
away cr even get better. I'm refering to the
delicate nature of the tape loading process. The
cassette plaver (T/5 2020) market=d by Timex in an
attempt to stardardize the process did not solve
the problem either. Tape hiss, dropcuts and other
forms of noise from low-cost tape can still cause
problems. High quality tape may not eliminate the
problem either, since distortior produced by
misaligred tape heads can also frustrate your
etforts. In addition, there are a number of
careless srrars which are S0 easy to commit while
putting your set-up together.

What follows is a checklist to maybe help you
over the humps. In our experience 90% of tape
loading problems are caused by an assortment of
these situations. Bear with us if they sound
condescending, but every ore ot them has happened
to us, ang still do on occasien.

1 .CONNECTORS: Follow the instructtions in the
pwners' manual exactly. Be sure that "ear" port

is connected to "ear” port, but don't conrect the
"mic" ports at this time, since they are only used

to save. Note what the RAM requirements of the
program you want to load are - do you need more”
Make sure that the RAM pack is properly connected.
DO NOT disconnect the RAM pack while the computer
is on or they will both be damaged.




-

2.CONTROLS: Se+ the volume control on your
cassette player all the way up. If you have a
treble control, set that all the way up, too. Now
LOAD vecur pregram and watch the monitor screen.
It1t's sclid black with only fugitive white

lines, ther the volume's too loud. Back it off a
few rnotches until you get a pattern of solid black
bars. Volume set tco low will show only the thin,
cscuigzgly bars the computer oroduces as it searches
for *he cregram. Watching a few sucessful loads
will give vou an icea of what a healthy pattern
lcoks like, :

3.CAZCSETTE: Avcid the temptaticn of cheap tape!
Sefore you use a cassette to record anything, pull
a loop of the tape out with the point of a pencil.
See those streaks and holes in the medium?
Urh-hunh! That's why vou get dropouts. Den't use
that casset*e to tace a program, unless you're

inte mean practical jokes. Always make sure the
cassette is completely rewound before you try to
lcad ard don't start rewincing a tape unless

vou've hit "step" first - tape stretches.

4. TAPE PLAYER: Disconnect the cords and listen to
the program. If your tape sounds muffled, there's
your zrablem, Muffled scunding tapes mean your
tape head is out of alignment and can't catch the
hig~ frequencies which are essential for a
succesful load, Either take the player to be
realigred professionally or if you're the
adventurcus type do 1t yourself (NOTE: this can
permarently impair vour player's ability to read
cirer tapecsi. Scmewhere on the top front of vour
plaver is a small hcle which gives access to th
head ad/usting screw. Insert a fine screwdriver
and rciate the screw until the program is
piercingly shrill, This ccunds correct to the
computer, mo matter hcw unbearable it is *o you or
the family pet.

3.HARDWARE HELPERS: There are several interfaces
mace which can filter and shape the scund waves
traveling between your tape plaver and the

computer. Some pecple have found *hese to be
heloful, but they really only mask the actual

problem - which is gtill head misalignment, ch:"
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THE D.A.'S CASE
by
BERNIE GERBER

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Hats off (and boxing gloves on) to Ward Seguin
of Rockville, MD. Before the bell sounds for
Round {, let me say that a copy of DO-CALC has
been sent as promised.

New for the Devil's Advocate. The D.A. notes
‘that in his letter Ward doesn't distinguish
between Perspnal Computers (PCs) and home
cemputers, The D.A. does. The D.A. classifies
home computars as the very low cost end of the PC
class. This includes the Timex 1000 & 205&, the
VIC 20, Commodore 64, Atari 400 & 200, etc. The
upper end of the PC class includes the IBM, Apple
ITe, Franklin, Kaypro, etz., etc. The low end
costs $40 - $200 to start; the upper erd, $1000 or

. more. The lew end can be upgraded but at

substantial cost. My challenge in the last issue
of CATS Newsletter dealt with home computers.

Ward nctes in his letter that PCs are limited
by the need for manual data input. The D.A. notes
that even the mainframes are so limited, unless
the data are gererated as computer irput by some
automatic or semi-automatic device. Examples cf
the first are aralog sensars with associated A to
D converters. Examples of the semi-automatic type
are bar-code readers, Ward has a neat idea
however. He proooses a magnetic strip or a card,
upon which his purchase transacticns would be
recorded for later input to his computer. Carry
1t ore step further and put the strip on the
register receipt. Ccmbine this with modem
communication with the mainframes of banks, large
stores or utility companies and you might have a
workable system, However, it doesn't now exist.
The D.A, thinks 1ts neat but "pie in the sky",

He's a "now" person, The degree of
standardization required appears nearly
impossible. Don't hold your breath! The D.A.
thinks standardization is a long way off anc too
exzensive tor Mz & Pa coerations,

The DA, thinks we should $irst come up with
cheap & tast 1/0 davices. Disc drive is too
expensive; micrndrive (ooks good but Timex
retreated ( the Adam has it but is also in rough
waters), EPRCM cartridges are a one-way street.

Ward proposes that a major use of home computers

Continued cr page {0



T-2 2@ TIFS
There hawe been a number ofF
tips far the Z2ag@ that Rave
shown Up at newsietier meelings .
AT in owutzide newsletisers, The
authors of =ources of the “tips”
are Jiwen cCredit, where it is
Emowin .
Tig 1: The HMiszingd Ledends
If Jou Lok at the zpace
abowve the number keys, you  may
notice thd? thers 15 1o Legend
abowe the = and = Theze
Spaces da 13 E a function.,
however - thed turn the FLASH on
and off as 4ou tUYpe. JUst qet
tHe = Cursor, then press 3
CRAPSSHIFTED "9F o i Lt have
inzerted 3 EETFLQEH character .
Each character Frintes; an the
SCrEEn foliowing this will
fitazh. hen gou Jet tired ofF
thiz, get the "E° cCcursor agdain.
and Dress the EMDFLASH
character., Irf youw o want to zet
the BRISHT OM flag, g3t the g
CUrzor ., and press the unzhified
‘a4, To set BRIGHT OFF, gst ithe
E ad3in, and Frezz the
urnishifted 37 .
Gyuri Grell, CATS
Tip 2: Tuping 10 Colors
There Lig thoze color
Legends= . but the onld wad tao
Cchande color in the middle iz 1o
add a Line SUCh R T IME By
right? Guuri zads no. = the
"EY Curszof 3gain, and press the
CRAP3SHIFTed cotor gou want for
IhE, This wi bl insert E]
CHAMGEIME character in the itaxt.
To chanae the paper. 3t the "EF
CUursor., and precss ihe pagper
color d4ou o want - pOooi! SREEH
paper! (BY the wad, €3ch Chande
of coior orf brightness takes 1wo
extra betes . HMF)
Gyuri Srell, CRATS
Tip 3: Deleting Line numbeErs.
The 2@83 hasz 3 BLOCE CELETE
Function, that can he pretty
wseful a3t tifMmes. Mozt o f the
time ., Rowever, 1it°= 3 niviszance.
If gou iry 1o DELETE the Line
number , 3 BELETE token iz
inzerted inztead. Hormalld,
holding the ked down will aliow
you ta DELETE the DELETE TOEET .
3= well as the number iof colond
17 front of it. If the L1ine 1%
toao Loana, however, the update of
the Line wiil take =0 Long that
the 2085 foirgetls that it’s
supposed 10 delete ihe Line
number ., and it insefriz another
GELETE! Yow can 23t around this
by moving the cCursor in feont OF
the ifime number, and adding 3
pegword; then mowving ihe CUrsof
around behind the line number
ag3in. and DELETING the TUMbDET .
The computer now thinks that the
numbe jen 't a Lime number . and
GELETE= 1t €asild.
Hed Beeier, CAHTS

Tip 4: Double SCROLL

ITr you are Looking

at a
Listing. and the word Scrotl?
appears., pressing CRAPSSHIFTED
e or 47 lets two screens oOf
data move by before it SlopsS;:
This can be uvseful When scanning

a lListing.
David Horshor, ATSU., OQhio

NOTICE:=
Applications Meeting

On the third Saturday of April - 4/21/84 -
all those interestd in the practical use
of commercial programs will meet at the
home of JOHN CONGER - Phone: 6354 35731 -
4814 Grantham Ave., Somerset, Chevy Chase,
MD. (between Wisc. and River Road §S. of
Dorset). Time: 2 to 5. Will set future
meetings and agendas. Suggested topics:
Word Processing; Spreadsheets; Data File
Management; Fastload; Accounting; Critical
Fath Analysis; Etc. All are welcome.
0060000000000 000000070000000000000088
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INVASION OF RUSSIA,
JULY, 1941

16K, 32K, or 152068

You command the German Invasion of Russia to take
Moscow.
T/S 2068 Game has:
e Large map of Eastern Europe and U.S.S.R.
o Divisional and Brigade Strength—Panzer, lnfantry, Calvary, etc.
e Supply Lines ¢ Toma of Control
+ Effects of terrain ord weothes
s Actvol Reinforcements
» No fas) reflexes required.
J2K—IDENTICAL TO T75/2068, EXCEPT:
e Large 4 screen map hoord ¢ No effects of terrain
16K—IDENTICAL TO 32K GAME, EXCEPT:
e | screen map board
T/S 2068 — $17.95
32K - 17.95 $200S & W

vin s et coes SHHARP’S

127 NINE MILE RD.
Dealer inquiries welcome SANDSTON, VA 23150

© Copyright 1983, 1984 (804) 737-4895
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FASTLOAD REVIEW

well, the T/S 1300 gets closer and closer t0
a practical, averyday tool. Sor those that need
spreadsheets, Vu-Calc has been arcund for a while.
Tor those that need [ata bases, TFO, Vu-File, and
Pro-F1le are available. For those that have needed
werd orotessers, 1t was a long wait, but

Hargraves' Wo-3 Sinc II delivers the goods, and

1J611.4 will put *hose gocds onto an 20 column
printer.
Sach of these procgrams has a majer problem

ctill: a full 16K ‘ta:»(es ~7 minutes to load; and if
sou have a 43K <ile, it can *ake a staggering {3
minutes' Fas*load, by Dr. G. Pearson, is the
answer, (Jre o the answ ers, ac +uaily; IX-L-R-3,
G-Save, and others offer tre same action.) Itis

. “.<;:r=‘=1ve utility, Inlike cther fastlcad
sx-'stemd T have tried, it needs no hardware to
filter +~2 sigral. It cffers 30% of the sase of
use of a disk, and makes referring to computer
{iles as 2asv as referring to a paper file. A case
ir poirt. I was about to leave for class - 1n
fac+, I was in my car, when I realized I was

missing a repcrt for class. I returned to the
rouse, fired up the computer, lcaded WEII with
Fas+load, then my report's text file; then printed
a copy fer my crofessor. Tetal time: five
minctes,

The figures: Fastlcad will lcad pregrams four
or siv *imes as fas* as normal, denending on your
+ame reccrder, Bevond this, Fastload will SAVE or
LOAD numeric or string arrays alone - this means

that SAVE and LOAD times are even further chopred.

I +he array stored or tape is shorter than the
cre in the 'H’Mu*er, +mg tail and of the ore in
the compuser is ignored; if the one or the tape is
izmger, it €iils what room it has: =0 crashes!
Fastl-ad also offers a Catalog function. Fastload
is supplied in three versions on cne tape; a 16K
version above ramtop, a 44K version at 2492, and
an autchoct version that allows you to Fastload
any program vau have. (Unfcrtunately, it is no
possibie *o use the autcboot to Fastlzad Fastioad.
Dr. Pearson arranged thirgs sc that his program
can't be used *wice - BREAK the orogram, and POKE
40A%h, 0 to defeat *his in the (AK versiond It is
Fossiz i=le *5 writ2 a short 2ASIC orogram and list
all the Fastlcad programs or a tape. The program:

1~DIM T$(24)
2 LET T#="C"
SIMT UER 32485;" ";T$C.TO

T modi‘ied my copy of WEIL.4 to use Fastload
+0 SAVE and LOAD text files. I include the EAVE
certicn of the listing *o give you some idea of
how to graft a Fastload type utility to an

enisting ~recgram, ['ve got 64K, but the only

difference is the USR call in line 9100.

Fastload gets all of its commands from T$,
which must be DIMensioned to 24. The end result,
by line 9020, is that T$="$Axxx", where x:ux is the
user's assigned file name, If the "S" option is
selected, the "$" is inverse - this tells Fastload
to SAVE,

(o]

FOKE 14413
PRINT "ENTER TEXT FILE NAME

= 0 -0
o
[ ]
o ra

9010 INPUT C$
2020 FRINT ,,C%;TAR NOT M,,
$030 DIM TsouUal "24"
2040 PRINT " SAVE OR LOAD ? PRES
S § OR L WHENRECORDER IS READY."
9050 GOSUS I+T
040 IF I$<>"S" aMD I${>"L" THEN
GOTO M
9070 DIM T$(24)
2020 LET TH=("&A" AND I$="3")+("
4" aND I="L")+C%
100 RAMD USR VAL "gi192"
°110 GOTO M
MF

ch DATH BRSE
FOR CRAZIES...

e CINSRNE o
35810 A3 I
. BT UHEW IT
URANTED R
FILE: HAD. HHANY
PRD OR LIST-
PT3 HELP ¥OU
HIMTS

i. BEG DIRECT COMMRHMHD

LET EHAME"

FHIL
UID T
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Timox to eliminate
hemiz compuier line

MIDDLEBURY, Cean. — Timex Comp. s
omcnally nbandoning ity fcundering hine of mexpen-
‘sive hoine computers, raying it cannut make @
“Srewsonuble protit’”’ from them.

. Timex issued a brniefl announcement an Tues-
day saying ft would continue hoaoring warraniies
E0d PUTLITUINE  TULITS WAt i THAGR  Siiesait
compuiers and would use its manufacturing capacs-
ty 10 mect demand for parts from cther computer
companies.

. The Timex hine was produced as a result of &
deal i early 1882 with Biiish inventor Clive
Sinclair, whose first home computer was highly
successful in Boitan.,

The first Tunex Sinclair model also initially
sold well in the United States, targely because of 1is
low price of §33.85. But as demund for home
computers soered In 1082 83, users bepun demand-
ing more performancs and fsatures than the Timex
Shieclatr coulel deitver.

WE'RE ON OUR OWN NOW!

T/S has got a lot of users behind it, even if
it dosen't have a factory. The following two
articles will give you some idea of the resources

that are currently seen by club members. Steve's -

list shows most of the newsletters that we are
currently exchanging with. Thecse and others will
be available to lcok through at the next meeting.
For more extensive support, you'll have to go
farther afield; and Jules' piece covers that end
o#the Spnctrum.

ETTER EXCHAMNGE REPORT 4-34
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Continued frcm page S

1e for "budgeteering". He recognizes that this
takes, 1n his words, "discaipline”. There's the
rut! Wil vou enter data daily? weekly? or as
frecquently as reguired? The computer won't
discipline vou. 1 had fun budgeteering for a
manth and then gave up - 1t's too much like work,
I4 you're inciined 4o budgeteering, a notebeok,
rercily calculator and ore of many books offering
guidarce will work well anc maybe even faster,

Ward then zontends that crograms for tax
return, estate planning, investment analysis,
mertgage analysis, etc., are useful, I agree, but
mcst are 1~¢requent or cne-shot affairs. The only
cre of that list that might be repetitively useful
1s 1nvestment analysis. Is it worthwhile getting
scftware vou might use only once or twice a ye2ar?

Ward concludes wath the information that his
sons z-e learming to program on his home computer
anc his dacgnter uses the 2068 to hear new piano
meleodies. A pianc :t's mot; novel itis. I
suggesty Ward. that you make her practice piane
instead ard 1 she has cemposing talent, then buy
her a Mocg synthes:zer.

In summary, I've azcepted only *two elements for
the here and now from Ward's letter - the
investment aralysis and the crogramming educatien.
The D.A, remains adamant. If vou disagree -
write to me! Fight me ! A DO-CALC for the best
letter for next month's 1ssue.

Bernie Gerber
3707 Daowney Dale Dr.
Randallstown, MD 21133

rrrrrrrirrrrrrrrirrrrTrTrT T

A Response to Bernie

In re: Bernie’s oroblem of what to do with
a "Home" computer - res ipsa loquitur.
Don*t limit its use by calling it a "Home"
computer. IEM did not get big and rich for
nothing and they call theirs a FC. But
what can be more Fersonal than our 12 oz.
machine? What the computer has done 1is
make possible the conduct of business in
the home - the creation of many cottage
industries for persons who formerly spent
long days and weeks in high rent offices
and unproductive hours in boring
commuting. At age 69 and into real estate,
I do my work at home and meet associates,
clients and others as required by
appointment at their place or mine. What
is remarkable to me is that the TS 1000
and 2068 are adequate to these business
needs.

10
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Bernie says he likes to spend time at the
beach sailing and watching bikinis. Bernie
should know I take a back seat to no one
in my admiration of the fair sex, 1in or
out of a bikini, and I too sail (and fly
and ride a motorcycle) but I find time for
my T\S 1000 as well as my new T\S 2068.
But along with about five other things, I
think wusing the computer is about as much
fun as one can have with his clothes on.
What can a T\S PC do at home? Well, I keep
a stock and bond portfolio on VU-CALC and
update it several times a month, using its
over 300 calculations to do in 40 seconds
what I never in the world would try to do
manually. It’s a great financial tool,
and, with my Gemini 10X full size printer,
I make hard copies for my tax records.

My pride and joy, however, is my MEMOTEXT

word processing program, which also
includes a data +file program for names,
addressses, phone numbers and personal
data (birthdays etc.) which I can use tao

address envelopes and letters or print out
lists of customers, friends, etc. Dozens
of form letters to customers,
subcontractors or Xmas letters to family
and friends can be printed on fan fold
paper with one mash of the F key, thanks
to the Mail Merge feature. And yes, I do
word processing with the membrane keyboard

as fast as I can work on my IBM
typewriter, which I now consider obsolete.
1 keep the T\S 1000 and MEMOTEXT on all
day for letters or just phone numbers.
Because of the data file and Mail Merge
feature, I use it in preference to the
Organizer, TFO, or IX PROFILE, all of

which programs I have. The 2048 is used to
do my serious skull work with VU-CALC on
investment portfolio analysis and the
desian of construction models that
approach Expert Systems in complexity. I
am now ¢trying out a new program called
Critical Path Analysis, a.k.a. PERT/CPM -

a planning tool to schedule work on
building projects. It looks very
promising.

I am also looking for &a good general
accounting proaram for the 2068. If I
can’t find one, 1’11 try to design and
program one myself. That should keep me

busy for a while!

1¥ BRernie finds nc probless at home for
the use of his computer, please drop by my
place sometime. I°11 even offer him a beer
while we see what’s going on in the stock
on the Modem 1 have just ordered.
Come on Bernie! Use your imagination and
live a little in the high tech lane.

John Conger




Capitol Area Timex/Sinclair Users' Group
P.0.Box 725
Bladensburg, MD 20710

Name

Address

1P

Phone Home ' Office

cembersnips = 31R.00 (famil:r/individunal)jmake checks pavable tc C.A.T.S.

If family membership, pleases list family members particinating:

Occupation

Ham Radio c2ll sign

sguipment
ZX 80 RA size
1a 60 full keyboard
Zi Printer
S 1000 ORS¢l
25,2000 other interface

opecial interest use for computer: ie, games, han radio interface,

business, other, etc,

Languzgess:s Basic C-her

IMachine

No., of years computer experience

vhat committees would you like to serve on?

Comments:

Do not write below:

Dt.: Fd. Amt, - Membership No.

Ca. Ck.

11
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The mailing address of the Capitol Area Timex/Sinclair User s
Group is:

Capitol Area Timex/5inclair User's group
P.0. Box 725

Eladensburg, MD 267180

Ce4TS is a non—-profit special interest orqanization dedicated to
serving the interests of those who own, uce, or are interecsted

in learning more about the Timex/Sinclair family of personal
computers.

The official contact person for CATS is Jim Wallace: (3@81)
4699-8712 Canytime).

Meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month at 2

P.M. in the large meeting room of the New Carrollton Branch
Public Library.

Ham Radio Network Information

QZX Net...Wednesdays,

Eastern Regional
NCS

gp.m. local time; 14.345 MHz NU4F NCE&
Sinclair Net...Sundays, 1688 2; 7.245 MHz KQ2F




