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| first Monday of the month at the Moline Public Library
in downtoun Holine, IL at 7:00p.6.

















































































Resource

Codemasters PO Box 6
Leamington Spa,
Warwickshire, CV32 OSH
(0926) 814132

Core Design Ltd Suite C,
Tradewinds House, 69/
71a Ashbourne Road
Derby, DE3 3FS (0332)
297797

Daze Marketing Limited
Dagmar Housse, 12 Old
Street London, EC2V OAB
Domark Group Ltd Ferry
House, 51-57 Lacy Road
London, SW15 1PR
Electronic Arts Langley
Business Centre, 11-49
Station Road Langley, Nr.
Slough, Berkeshire SL3
BYN (0753) 549442
Empire Software 4 The
Stannets, Laindon North
Trade Center Basildon,
Essex, SS15 6DJ (0268)
541126

Gremlin Graphics
Software Ltd Carver
House, 2-4 Carver Street
Sheffield, S1 4FS
Microprose Unit 1,
Hampton Road Industrial
Estate Tetbury,
Gloucestershire, GL8 8LD
(0666) 504326
Mindscape International
The Coach House,
Hooklands Estate
Scaynes Hill, West
Sussex, RH17 7NG
(0444) 831761

Ocean Software Limited
6 Central Street
Manchester, M2 5NS
(061) 832-6633
Renegade UK C1
Metropolitan Wharf,
Wapping Wall London, E1
955

Storm (Sales Curve)
Lombard Business Centre,
50 Lombard Road
London, SW11 3SU (071)
585-3308

Turcan Research
Systems 83 Greencroft
Gardens London, NW6
3LJ (071) 625-8455

UBI Soft 8 & 10 rue de
Valmy Montreuil Sous
Bois, Paris, 93100, France
(1) 48-57-65-52

US Gold Limited Units 2/
3, Holford Way Holford,
Birmingham, B6 7AX
(021) 625-3366 W

AtariUser’s
Wacky World (_
Of ST

Gaming -

Who’s Who,
What's What,

and Why...

Sports Football, and Xenon Il — Megablast. Games that
were in development for Mirrorsoft and were grabbed by
other companies — Cannon Fodder (now under Virgin
UK), Fire And Ice (Renegade UK), Legend (Mindscape
UK), and Lure Of The Temptress (Virgin UK). Games that
are still in development limbo — Alien 3, Battle Of Britain
Jubilee (Their Finest Hour with real 3D polygons, from
Rowan “Falcon” Software), Bill Elliott's NASCAR Chal-
lenge, Blade Warrior (that one looked neat), Drop Soldier,
Duster, and Mega lo Mania Il.

Novagen UK — this company has often been
compared to a glacier because, 1) they’ve been around
forever and, 2) they move very slowly. Some of you 8-bit
users are bound to remember Encounter and Mercenary,
sold by good old Datasoft way back when. Well, both of
those made it to the ST, and a few sequels too! Damocles is
in fact Mercenary, redone with 3-D polygons and a whole
solar system to play around in. Backlash is an Encounter
style tank shoot’em’up but without those big columns to
avoid. The newest release is Mercenary Ill — The Dion
Crisis. No more flying around recklessly in this one, you
have to use the mass transit systems (cabs, buses, commuter
ships, spaceships, etc...) and you can interact with people,
sort of. Interesting. In the works — Paul Woakes (the boss)
only knows...

Ocean UK — this is your basic big-time, conversion-
releasing, license-grabbing, behemoth of a software
company. They spend big bucks on stuff like The Simpsons,
Smash TV, The Addams Family, Terminator 2, the
Robocops, Darkman, and sometimes, the games are actually
playable. Now that their main source of licenses, Acclaim,
has grabbed the wreckage of Mirrorsoft, Ocean is going to
be in a bit of a bind. Heaven forbid they should actually
release original games (he said, tongue firmly planted in
cheek). Anyway, currently out — The Addams Family
(platform), Epic (Battlestar Galactica all over again), Ninja
Collection (Double Dragon, Dragon Ninja, and Shadow
Warriors), Parasol Stars (Bubble Bobble part 3), The
Rainbow Collection (contains Bubble-Bobble, Rainbow
Islands, and The New Zealand Story), Robocop 3 (in 3-D),
The Simpsons — Bart Versus The Space Mutants, Smash TV,
Space Gun, Terminator 2— Judgement Day, 2-Hot 2-
Handle (Shadow Warriors, Golden Axe, Total Recall, and
Ivan ‘Ironman’ Stewart's Super Off Road), WWF
Wrestlemania. In the works — Billy The Kid, Push-Over
(platform), Retaliator II (flight simulator), SimEarth (from
Maxis), Snow Bros, and Wizkid (sequel to Wizball).

Ocean’s budget label is called The Hit Squad.

Oxford Softworks UK — this company specializes in
classic board games. Out now — Intelligent Strategy
Games (you get chess, bridge, go, backgammon, and
draughts, which is checkers), works in color and mono-
chrome. In the works — Omar Sharif’s Bridge.

Palace UK — another mixed bag kind of company.

W Most of the information used in this article came from
my monthly online guide to current and upcoming ST
games. | began publishing the electronic newsletter in
May 1989, and while originally called ZENOBOT’S Guide,
i's now the ST Gaming Digest. It's edited by yours truly,
and is available on GEnie and distributed via several Los
Angeles bulletin board systems — The O'Mayer V (213-
732-0229), The Jungle (213-254-9534), and The London
Smog (714-546-2152). Topic 22 in category 9 (games) of
the ST Roundtable (GEnie) is used to handle feedback
about STGD. — Eric Bitton B

Silmarils used to hang out here but they now have their
own company, Daze Marketing UK. Palace is better
known for Barbarian, a game that was banned in Germany
because of its violence — you could decapitate your
opponent. Epyxreleased that game as Death Sword. Out
now — Boston Bomb Club (Simarils), Crystals Of Arborea
(Silmarils), Demoniak (text adventure with a few pictures),
Hot Rubber (UK version of Grand Prix 500 II), Metal
Mutant (Silmarils), Sliders (soccer meets Marble Mad-
ness), and Swap (puzzler). In the works — Complex,
Hostile Breed, and Super Barbarian (sequel to Barbarian
and Barbarian II).

Pocket Power UK — super cheap game re-issues in
teeny packaging. Most of the games were designed by
Logotron, now defunct. Out now — Archipelagos, Bad
Company, Beyond The Ice Palace, Deflektor, Eye Of Horus,
Quadralien, Starblaze, Stargoose, and StarRay.

Rainbow Arts (Germany) — interesting stuff here —
Logical (puzzler), Masterblazer (an ST conversion of
Lucasfilm’s legendary Ballblazer), and Turrican Il — The
Final Fight (killer platform shoot’em’up). In the works —
Centerbase (futuristic trade and strategy game), Fate —
Gates Of Dawn (fantasy RPG), Mad TV, M.U.D.S. (Mean
Ugly Dirty Sport), Rescue On Fractalus (ST version of the
classic Lucasfilm fractals-using flight simulator/
shoot’em’up), Rotator (overhead view tank shoot’em’up),
and Transatlantic (shipping simulation).

Renegade UK — four months before the fateful crash
of Mirrorsoft, the Bitmap Brothers decided to leave
Imageworks and start their own company. Pretty lucky
guys, I would say! Aside from Bitmap Brothers designs,
Renegade has also rescued Graftgold’s Fire And Ice from
the Mirrorsoft wreckage. Out now — Cadaver — The Pay
Off (scenario disk for Cadaver), Gods (platform game), and
Magic Pockets (a cutesy version of Gods). In the works —
Bitmap Brothers Volume 1 (Xenon, Cadaver, and Speedball
2), Bitmap Brothers Volume 2, (Speedball, Gods, and Xenon
2 — Megablast), Chaos Engine, Fire And Ice (cutesy
platform game), and Sensible Soccer (which looks good so
far).

Simulations Canada — text-only war games that use
the computer as a referee. Latest release — Pacific Storm
— The Solomon'’s Campaign.

Software Projects UK — budget stuff. If you had a
Commodore C64 and played games like Manic Miner and
Jet Set Willy on it, your ST versions are here!

Starbyte (Germany) — so-so games. Out now —
Crime Time (graphic adventure). In the works — Crown,
Lords Of Doom, The Return Of Medusa, Spirit Of
Adventure.

Storm UK — design team The Sales Curve used to
work for Virgin, but they decided to start their own
software company. Some of their past achievement
includes the nice conversion of Silkworm. Out now — Big
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Run (Jaleco coin-op, pretty bland), Danny Sullivan’s Indy
Heat (similar to Super Sprint), Double Dragon IIl — The
Rosetta Stones, Final Blow (boxing), Rod Land (this one is
a lot better than it looks. I hate the box it comes in). In the
works — Asylum, Brute Force, The Lawnmower Man
(movie tie-in), and Solar Jetman.

System 3 UK — another company that takes forever
to release stuff. Most famous for their Last Ninja series
and the ultra-cool /K'+. Out now — System 3 Premier
Collection (Tusker, IK+, Flimbo's Quest, and Ninja Remix).
In the works — Changeling, Constructor, International
Karate Deluxe, The Last Ninja III, Myth (August), Silly
Putty, Turbo Charge, and Vendetta.

Thalamus UK — mostly 8-bit stuff, with the
occasional ST game here and there. Out now — Armalyte
— The Final Run (sequel to classic 8-bit game Armalyte,
like R*Type, but a lot tougher). In the works — Arsenal
F.C., and Restrictor.

Thalion (Germany) — company started by a bunch
of hackers (or so they say). The first batch of products
wasn’t that great. The second batch was a slight improve-
ment. Out now — A320 Airbus (simulation of said
airliner), Enchanted Land (platform), Tangram (puzzler),
and Thalion — First Year (Chambers Of Shaolin, Seven
Gates Of Jambala, Warp, and Leavin’ Teramis). In the
works — Dragonflight II (RPG), and Tower FRA (air
traffic control).

Titus (France) has the dubious distinction of having
consistently released some of the stupidest and worst
computer games of all times. Titles like Crazy Cars, Fire
And Forget, Offshore Warrior, Crazy Cars IlI/[F-40 Pursuit
Simulator, Knight Force, Dark Century, Wild Streets, and
Galactic Conqueror (ESPECIALLY Galactic Con-
queror!!) send hardened ST gamers scurrying for cover.
Out now — Blues Brothers (okay platform game), Crime
Does Not Pay (lame), Duck Tales — The Quest For Gold,
Prehistorik, and Titus The Fox (platform). In the works —
Arachnophobia, Battle Storm, The Brainies, Crazy Bikes,
and Crazy Cars Ill.

Turcan Research Systems UK — Peter Turcan has
programmed several wargames over the years that were
marketed by Arc UK and PSS UK (a division of
Mirrorsoft, so it’s out of business too). These wargames
were all text-driven and used a 3-D display. Instead of
clicking on icons, you simply type something like “move
Ist battalion East 5 miles”, a rather interesting concept.
Since PSS went down, Mr. Turcan was forced to go his
own way. His new one, Dreadnoughts, uses the same
engine as all the other wargames, and deals with naval
combat during World War 1.

21st Century Entertainments UK — oh yeah, sure,
games so good they seem to come from the 21st Century,
do tell. Don’t be fooled by the shiny new name, this is
actually Hewson UK in disguise. Hit and miss pretty

much describes this company. One of their biggest hit was
Nebulus (sold as Tower Toppler by Epyx in the US). Out
now — Deliverance (sequel to Stormlord, a Hewson
game), Moonfall (very boring), and Rubicon (shoot
monsters, nothing special). In the works — Nebulus 2
(delayed over and over).

UBI Soft (France) — interestingly varied games, and
another really good racer. Out now — Maupiti Island
(graphic adventure with speech by Lankhor), Ten Great
Games (Ferrari Formula 1, Rick Dangerous, Pick’N' Pile,
Night Hunter, Carrier Command, Satan, Superski, Chicago
90, Xenon 2— Megablast, and Pro Tennis Tour), Unreal,
and Vroom (very nice, very fast Formula 1 racing game by
Lankhor). In the works — B.A.T. II (futuristic graphic
adventure), Celtic Legends (fantasy wargame), Dyna-
Blaster/Bomber-Man, Lightquest, and Star Rush.

US Gold UK has been around for a long time and is
mostly known for its average (and sometimes terrible)
coin-op conversions, as well as the odd movie tie-in and
original design. They also coded three SSIAD&D titles —
Dragons Of Flame, Heroes Of The Lance, and the more
recent Shadow Sorcerer. Quality varies greatly from one
title to the next, so try before you buy! They also distribute
Delphine titles and have a budget label called Kixx. They
used to distribute Millenium (UK) products, but that
company is now with Electronic Arts (UK). Currently
available — Alien Storm (Golden Axe with aliens),
Bonanza Brothers, Final Fight, Gauntlet I[II — The Final
Quest, The Godfather — Action Game, MAX (Maximum
Action Xltra, a compilation containing Night Shift, Saint
Dragon, SWIV, and Turrican II), Mega Twins, OutRun
Europa, and Shadow Sorcerer (SSI). Coming soon —
Citadel Of The Black Sun, G-Loc (braindead sequel to
Afterburner), Greyhawk, Magic Sword, Menander
Brothers, The Quest For Adventure Series #1 (contains
Operation Stealth, Mean Streets, and Indiana Jones And
The Last Crusade Adventure Game), and Street Fighter Il
(the blockbuster coin-op). Millenium titles currently
available — The Adventures Of Robin Hood, Horror
Zombies From The Crypt, and James Pond 2 — Codename
Robocod. For newer titles, see Electronic Arts (UK).
Current Delphine titles — Another World (GREAT! It’s
like a movie! You gotta check this one out!) and Cruise
For A Corpse.

Virgin UK — in addition to the games released by the
US office, there is also Jimmy White's Whirlwind Snooker,
an incredibly sophisticated and eye-popping snooker
simulation; designer Archer MacLean is working on a
sequel based on pool and billiards. Also coming soon is
Dune (out for PC and looking good), Space Shuttle (total 3-
D simulation), Lure Of The Temptress (gives Monkey Island
a run for its money), Apocalypse, Cannon Fodder, Floor

| 13, and Rookies. Virgin also has two budget game lines —
| 16 Blitz and Tronix. B
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AU Classifieds

W Only AtariUser reaches more eager Atari buyers each and every.month than any other Atari magazine lf you want to sell 'em fast, this Is the place.
B Commercial classifieds—$30/25 words, $1 each additional word. Call 818.332.0372. |
B Personal classifieds, No phone calls; send typed copy only. 25 words max, freel

“A HONEY OF A DEAL!"
Where else can you get
exactly the PD/
Shareware programs
and files you want?
Double-sided disks,
compressed files, and
your choices from our
1100 + K descriptive
catalog make Suzy B's
Software your best
choice! Call 716-298-
1986

[6/92)

Acclaimed Brand NEW
1992 KE-SOFT XL/XE
Commercial Games..!l!
Plus new/ Classic ATARI
8-Bit Public Domain
software..!] SASE for
FREE CATALOG.
SOFTWARE INFINITY,
642 East Waring Ave,
State College, PA 16801
[9/92]

Attention Western Mass!
W.M.A:U.G. user group
here to serve you:
Monthly meetings, 24hr
BBS Support. Contact

Dave Scarpa (413) 283-
4967 BBS(413) 283-4967
[6/92]

ATTENTION :AA-AUG
Atari Computer Club P O
BOX 1433, UPLAND, CA
91786 more Info- (714)
590-0071 BBS Ph# (714)
625-4251 40 megs, 300/
1200/2400 Baud, 24 Hrs.
[6/92]

Software Liquidation on
16 & 8 Bit. Get price
quote then call us. We
can’t be beat.
Evangelos Software
908-558-9518

[6/92]

RACC Rockford Atari
Computer Club 3693
Renfro Road, Cherry
Valley, IL 61016 (815)
332-5303 PROG. H.
Jake Olbrich

. Educational Programs

for Learning Impalred
Students.
[6/92]

8-Bit PD DISKS FOR
$1.00 & other 8-Bit
Software. Send $1.00 (
refundable) for 17 page
list to B. Utschig, 208
SW 318th Lane, #G-304,
Federal Way, WA 98023
[6/92]

For Sale: Complete ST
system $3985., SC1224
$195,, Star NX10 $95.,
Avatex 1200hc modem
$55., other hardware &
software, call 206-839-
6513 for more Info.
[6/92]

Atari 520ST with SC-
1224 color monitor
Excellent condition
$150.00 708-689-2027
[6/92]

Want to purchase
computereyes hardware/
software for Atari XL/XE
Computer. Randy Jones
1604 Fieldstone Court,
Arington, TX 76018
[6/92]

ATARI 2600/VCS
OWNERS: We are a
newsletter-based User
Group/Club. For a
sample, send $1 to: Tim
Duarte, 2600
Connectlon, P.O. Box
3983, Westport, MA
02790-3993, (508) 636-
3674.

[6/92]

FOR SALE: Atarl
1040STe Computer (
Like New). $325.00 or
best offer. Write to:
Dane Stegman, 26

- Marshall Avenue, Akron,

New York 14001. Thank
Youl
[6/92]

WANTED: Bit-3 80
column board for the
Atarl 800. Steve, 510-
704-8211

[6/92]

Attention: N.O.A.H. 8
Atarl 8 bit Computer

User Group. 4801
Denison Ave. ,
Cleveland, Ohio, 44102.
Voice# 216-961-5735
BBS # 216-582-1196
24hrs 300/1200/2400 bps
Contact Brian K.
Boggess

[6/92]

Atari Connection, Atarl
Age, APX, Antic, Analog,
& all Video or Computer
Game Magazines.
Wanted to Buy. Frank
Polosky, PO Box 9542,
Pgh., PA 15223

[6/92]

In search of: | am looking
for a new or used XEP-
80 for my Atarli * bit
computer. If you have
one new or used at a falr
price, I'm Iinterested.
Brian Boggess 4801
Denison Ave,
Cleveland,OH 44102
[6/92]

Atari Land Calendar

M July 18 - The Blue Ridge
Atarl Computer Enthusiasts
(BRACE) will offer the Third
Annual Blue Ridge Atarifest.
The one-day affair will again
be held from 10 AM to 6 PM
in the Westgate Shopping
Center in Asheville, North
Carolina, off the |- 240 loop at
the Westgate/Hilton Drive
Exit. Contact Van Estes,
704-685-8358, or Sheldon
Winick of Computer STudio,
704-251-0201.

M July 25 - Mid-Indiana ST's
MIST Atarifest IV in
Indianapolis. An annual
strong midwest “small scale”
show, last year's event
brought over 500 individuals
from surrounding states.
Admission is $3. Contact
Dan Ward on GEnie
(D.WARD10), by phone at
317-254-0031, or by US Mail
at 1752 Alimingo Drive,
Indianapolis, IN 46260.

M August 15th-16th - The
Connecticut AtariFest '92 at
the Sheraton Hotel at
Bradley International
Airport, Windsor Locks,
Connecticut. A joint effort by
FACE, STARR, and D-BUG,
the sponsorship organization

is called ACT. Contact Brian
Gockley, chairman, 18
Elmwood Avenue,
Bridgeport, CT 06605, phone
203-332-1721.

W August 21st-23rd -
Germany’s massive all-Atarl
computer event, the
Dusseldorf Atarl Show. New
products and trans-oceanic
deals mark this show as the
Christmas of the Atari world.

M August 20th-30th - The
year's biggest (15,000 last
year) gaming and roleplay
convention is GENCON, held
annually in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin at the MECCA
Convention Center. Atari will
again be represented by
MilAtari, Ltd., a local user
group that operates an all-
Atari game area at the show.

W September 12th-13th -
1992’s Southern California
Atarl Faire, also known as
the GLENDALE. John King
Tarpinian is president of The
Hooked on ATARI Computer
Knowledge Society (HACKS)
and coordinator of the show.
The Glendale Show has
hadthe largest annual
attendance of any continuing

show series and |s expected
to keep that record this year.
For more information about
the Glendale Show, contact
John King Tarpinian at 818-
246-7286,

W September 18th-20th - San
Diego ACE Is participating
In a multi-platform
Computer Falr, and has
reserved a room for Atari
vendors. The San Diego
Computer Society in
conjunction with a regional
computer magazine have
obtained the San Diego
Community Concourse for 3
full days of Show. Up to
10,000 attendees are
expected for the show that
has a $50K budget.
Exhibitors get the booths for
free, but there are only 140
booths. Contact SDACE via
D.SMITHRN on GEnie for
information. More details
here next month,

M September 22nd-25th -
The Fall Seybold Show will
be another top industry trade
show specializing in high-end
publishing. Atari made a
major showing at Seybold
last year and got extensive
press attention. The show

will be held in San Francisco,
Califomia and is not open to
the general public. For more
information, contact Atari
Corporation.

M September 23 - The Atarl
presentation at the Boston
Computer Soclety meeting,
postponed from April, now
scheduled for September 23
at 7:30 PM in the New
England Life Hall in the
Copley Square Building, 225
Clarendon Street, Boston,
Massachusetts, Atariis to
present a new computer line
to the club on the same site
where the original ST was
unveiled and where IBM and
NeXT have made their
product announcements. For
more information, contact the
Boston Computer Society at
617-252-0600,

M October 10th-11th - The
Washington Area Atarl
Computer Enthusiasts are
currently planning the 1992
W.A.A.C.E Atarifest,
traditionally the largest East
coast Atari show. The '92
event will be held on
Columbus Day weekend,
October 10th and 11th, once
again at the Sheraton Reston

hotel in Reston, Virginia. It'l
feature shopping bargains,
demos, tutorials, seminars,
and social events. The 1990
and 1991 editions of the
show attracted about 2000
visitors. Charles Hoffmann is
now Acting President of
WAACE inc., and can be
contacted via GEnle at
S.HOFFMANN, by phone at
703-569-6734, or by Mall at
5908 Bayshire Road,
Springfield, VA 22152-1146.

I November 16th-20th - Fall
COMDEX, the biggest
computer trade show in the
USA. Atari will again have a
major presence at the Las
Vegas, Nevada show.

B December 12th-13th - The
Northern California Atarl
Expo rescheduled from July,
and will be held at the San
Jose Exhibit Hall, 145 W. San
Carlos, San Jose, CA. This
will be the first in two years
from ABACUS, SLCC, and
Sacremento ST Users clubs.
Northem California Atari
Expo ¢/o SLCC, P.O. Box
1506, San Leandro, Ca
94577, or call 510-352-8118.
GEnie Address:
M.WARNERS B
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September 12" & 13"

SATURDAY 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
SUNDAY 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Glendale Civic Auditorium
1401 N. Verdugo Road
Glendale, California

ADMISSION $6.00

[ Special Two Day Pass $10.00 |

COME SEE THE LARGEST SELECTION
OF ATARI HARDWARE & SOFTWARE,
DEMONSIRATED AND FOR SALE,
UNDER ONE ROOF INCLUDING

MIDI & Desktop Publishing
Demonstrations
Seminars & Door Prizes

See Page 25-E2 of the Thomas Bros. Guide
e e Y R W
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