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floppy drives

HEWLETT PACKARD
1 GIGABYTE 1.5 5C5|

MICROPOLIS

2 GIGABYTE 3.5 5CS! .
4 GIGABYTE 3.55CS81 . .......
9 GIGABYTE 3.55C51 . ... ...

HITACHI

340MB 2.5 IDE

SIOMBE5IDE .. .....oieiin
B10ME 2.5 IDE

1 GIGABYTE 2.5 IDE

OTHERS
80MB 2.5 IDE
120MB 2.5 IDE . . . .

External IDE hard disk for the AS00
comes complete with an internal ROM
switcher, and upgradable to 4ME RAM

M-TEC AT500 BARE . £99

M-TEC ATS00 420MEBE

MEMORY REQUIRES 30-PIN SIMMS

Save 1.5MB on a standard floppy drive
and 3IMB when used in conjunction
with the XL Drive 1.76

FLOPPY EXPANDER ..E10

Disk Expander can add upto to 30% to
your hard drive capacity and works
with all drives including SC5I, IDE,
Floppies and even the RAM disk. Disk
Expander works on any Amiga with
any Kickstart.

DISK EXPANDER £25

award winning amiga peripheral manufacturers

External PCMCIA 3.5" IDE hard disk

OVERDRIVE BARE . ...
OVERDRIVE 420MB

Z2TOA4GIGABYTE ...........
4TO B GIGABYTE ...

TR OPTICAL . L. oo v i
230MBOPTICAL ..o v
1.3 GIGABYTE OPTICAL

230MB OPTICAL DISK

1.3 GIGABYTE DISK . . ..

SC51 case suitable for CO-ROM/HD/DAT
and Optical drives.

5.25" SCSI or IDE CASE . £79.95

3.5" 5C51 or IDE CASE

SOLIRREL 5C51 INTERFALE

Backup to 520ME onto a 4hr VHS tape.
Version 3 has new backup modes for
Amiga's with a 68020 or higher CPU

VIDED BACKUP SCART
VIDEO BACKUP PHONO
UPGRADE TO VERZION 3

i

SQOUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE . . .£59.95
RURR .o o ET9.95
MEGALOSOUND ..........E29.95
VIDEOMASTER AGA .......£59.95
VIDEOMASTER AGA RGE ... £99.95
VIDEOMASTER . £52.95
VIDEOMASTER RGE £89.95
COLOURMASTER ..........E52.95
PROMIDI INTERFACE

256 x 32 SIMM 72-FIN {1MmB) ... . £40
512 X 32 SIMM 72-PIN (2MmB) . .. .£75
1% 32SIMM (4MB) ..........£139
2 % 32 SIMM (BMB)

4 X 32 SIMM (16MEB)

1 X 85IMM 32-PIN (1MB)

4 X% 85IMM 32-PIN (AMB)

1 X 4 STATIC COLUMMN A3000. ...

1 X 4DIP

256 X 4 DIP

1X1DBIP

DENISE

SUPER DENISE

KEYBOARD IC

FAT AGNUS 1MB

FATAGHNUS ZMB .............
PRIRTERCABLE- .. ... vvaeivi
RA#3ZCABLE .. .. ..iiiiviid ooy
SCSEEXTERNAL & i vaiiaiean s
WORKBENCH 3.1 A500/2000 .. ..
WORKBENCH 3.1 A3000/4000 . ..
ROM SHARE DEVICE

2.04 ROM CHIP

amiga 4000




A 68020 EC processor accelerator card for
the AS00 and AS00+, with an option to fit
4 68881 or 68882 co-processor (PLCC or
PGA). This card can fit upto 4MB FAST
RAM and ks fully auto-configuring.

NOT COMPATIBLE WITH GVP HARD DRIVE

AS500 58020 EC OMB RAM
AS00 68020 EC 4ME RAM

...E99.95
..£239.95

ACEEX V32 BIS 1494 wot et arrrovicE£139
X-LINK thue vaa 288 eT arrrovin £229.95

TRAPFAX MODEM SOFTWARE .. .£49
ALL MGDEMS INCLUDE SOFTWARE AMD CABLES

.£289
EPSON STYLUS INC.PAPER . ... .£489

MICROVITEC 1438 14" .. ....

EPSOM STYLUS PRO XL A3+ ..£1499
EPSON STYLUS/PRD XL INCLUDE STUDIO Il SOFTWARE
STUDIO || SOFTWARE ...... £49.95

PICASSO | 2MB RAM . . ... £249.95
INCLUDING TV PAINT INR

PICASSO 11 ZMB RAM . . . .. £399.95
INCLUDING TV PAINT 2

CYBERVISION GBS ......... £329.95
G4BT GRAPHICS ENGINE, INCLUDES 2MB
MiDEGDAC .................E2%
N8-BIT GRAPHICS ADAPTOR

MBARIGEN 2 ....%........ £299.95
WIDED GENLOCK

g... for product information sheets please call ...

01234 273000

01234 352207

gvp products

Increase your Amiga 5002000 chip RAM to
a total of 2MB. MegaChip does this by
using its own 2MBE RAM and also now
includes a 2MB Fat Agnus. No soldering Is
required,

MEGACHIPRAM ......... £159.95

VGA ADAPTOR

phone orders

postal orders

warranty

technical support

mail-order prices

export orders

nail=order 1eras

A ZMB RAM board for the AS00 which fits
in the trap door slot.

ASOODZMBRAM .............

MEMORY CARDS

512K RAM WITH CLOCK ....£24.95
512K RAM WITHOUT cLock .£19.95
ABOD IMBRAM ...........E39.,95
AS00+ TMBRAM . ......... £29.95

£90

DESCRIPTION .........

EXPIRY DATE ........

MINIMUM DELIVERY £2.50

POWER COMPUTING LTD

44A/B STANLEY STREET wmu»

BEDFORD MK41 7RW -~

SYSTEMOWNED ... .--.i.....

CREDIT CARD NO. .........
ensnevOMBNATURE ... ....c00000s.

Mac and PC emulators for the Amiga,
EMPLANT MAC BASIC ... .. £239.95

BASIC MAC EMULATOR
EMPLANT MAC OPTION & . .£279.95
DUAL SERIAL PORT AND APPLETALK

EMPLANT MAC OPTION B . .£279.95
HI-SPEED SCSI INTERFACE

EMPLANT MAC DELUXE ...£399,95
INCLUDES OPTION A AND 8
E586 DX MODULE ......... £89.95

P EMULATOR MODULE

DELIVERY 2-3 DAYS £2.50 NEXT DAY £5 SAT £10

ALLOW UP TO 7 DAYS FOR CHEQUES TO CLEAR
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Amiga Computing brings you another complete
commercial product. This time it's the Amiga's ultimate
text editor, complete with a full on-line manual — worth £60

PLUS Mand2000 demo; IFFMaster; Text Read

Graphics Grandslam!

A stunning collection of the best graphics utilities for your
Amiga. Simple point and click installation for some of the best
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Our unigue and highly rated external Clock
Cartridge will enable your Amiga to continually
store the cormect time and date in its own battery
backed memory.

simply plugs onto the back of the Amiga and
does not invalidate the warmanty.

Compatitile with ALL Amigas

| Tnese hard drives simply push onto the side of the ASDD

or ASD0+ and will give your computer all the benefits that
fard drivess offer. The drives

Full instructions and soft:
ware supplied,
Tive harel drve: also has the facillty to add 2, 4, 6 ot
A500 120mb HARD DRIVE £189.99
A500 425mb HARD DRIVE £229.99
Additional RAM for the hard drive £89.50 per 2mb

| Anti Virus Professional is the most powerful toal
for detecting and removing viruses. Anti Virus pro
will check and device hard drives, floppy disks
and even CO ROM drives for viruses. Very
straight forward to use, includes a full 50 page
rmianual,

PLEASE PHOME FOR A FULL INFORMATION SHEET

Discology ks the ultimate in
dish copying power for the
Amiga. The package compris
gs the Discology Disk, manual and Discology cartridge
for making copies of heavily protectad programs with
an external disk drive. Discology will also format
disks, check disks for errors etc.

DISCOLOGY £39.99

plus £1 S postage a i packing

imb £39.99
72 pin simms suitable for Apoilo 2mb £77.99
accelerators, AM000, A1200 4mb £129.99
memary expansions etc. 8mb £239.99

33mhz 68882 FPU (plcc) £49.99
40mhz 68882 FPU (plcc) £69.99
S0mhz 68882 FPU (PGA) £79.99

Al FPU's are suppisd Wi

A1200 trapdoor fitting memory expansions | ¥
feature a battery backed clock and a Sock- |
at for an accelerator FPU. 4

AG00 MEMORY EXPANSIONS
1MB WITHOUT CLOCK £34.99
1MB WITH CLOCK £39.99

2mb £114.99
4dmb £174.99
8mb £284.99

Top of the range 30 WATT Alwa amplified
| speakers offer tremendous volume and
\ sound definition. Features inchude
control and

Simpty plug into the two phono
plugs &t the rear of the Amiga of
into the headphone SoCket on your
COROM drive.,

Superb BOwatt HEF| quality
speakers with seperate bass |
and treble controds. f

AIWA SPEAKERS £59.99
SO0WATT SPEAKERS £49.99

420mb £214.989
S540mb £239.98

\ High speed 3.5’ Quantum SCSI
hard drives with or without a mgh
quality enclosure with its own 850mb £284.99
power supply INTERNAL VERSIONS
pepuct £54.99

External cases with in built power
supplies and cooling fans for 3.5'
hard drives and CD ROM drives.

3.5' HARD DRIVE CASE £54.99
CD ROM DRIVE CASE £59.99




Our highly rated, top quality feature packed modems are
ideal for Amiga users, All modems include our

£19.99
which includes a cable to connect the modem to the Amiga,
NCOMM comms software, Amiga Guade to Comms and a
list of Bulietin Boards from which you will be abie to
download vast amounts of free software as well s have
access to E-MAIL facilities.

Our high speed 2.5° IDE
hard drives for the Amiga
ALZ200 & ABOO comput-
€rs come comgplete with
fitting cable, screws,
partitioning software,
full instructions and

12 months guaran

tee. All drives sup-

plied by us are format:

s * MNP 2-4 Error Correction
L, * MNP 5 Data Compresslon,
| = Fax Class | and 1| compatible, Group 3

SPEEDCOM+B
(14,400 V32bis) £94.99

SPEEDCOM+BF
(28,800 v34) £174.99

into the mouse socket,

you will be able to plug the
hard drive into the hard drive
sochel.

85mb £99.99
125mb £114.99
170mb £129.99
258mb £159.99
344mb £184.99
540mb £299.99

Top of the range extemal CO ROM drive, |
Sultable for use with any SCS! interface. |
Ideal with the Dataflyer SCS1+
AIWA ACD-300
ONLY £167.49 OR

SAVE £10.00 <
EN PURCHASED

Amazing power for such a
low price, This super
atcelerator uses a
68020 running at 28hz
and comes compiete
with a 68882 FPU 1o
enable your A1200

to run at 5 MIPS

{million instructions

per second)! Uses e
standard 72 pin

SIMMS and includes a
battery backed clock,
Simpée trapdoor fitting.

"\ external SCS! CO ROM drive in &
'1" top quality fan cooled case or avaik
 able as an internal unit.
L

_/ \ CHINON EXTERNAL
; CD ROM DRIVE £124 .99

\ or COMPLETE WITH SQUIRREL
FOR ONLY £159.95

Amazing value quad speed external SCSI CD
ROM drive in a top guality enclosure.

QUAD SPEED
CD ROM DRIVE £239.99 OR

SAVE £10.00
WHEN PURCHASED WITH
A SCSI INTERFACE

An incredibly powerful trapdoor fitting
accelerator based around a 68030
compiete with MMLU, 2 SIMM sockets
(72 PN SIMMS), socket for a floating
paint wnit and battery backed clock.
\ Runs at just under 9.5 MIPS (mil-
| lion instructions per secondj!

S

No.1
FOR MAIL ORDER

No.1

FOR AMIGA
IN MANCHESTER

FREEPHONE
0500 340548

(credit/switch card sales only)

tel: 0161 796 5279
for enquiries or

fax: 0161 796 3208

SIREN
SOFTWARE,

178 BURY NEW RD,
WHITEFIELD,
MANCHESTER

M45 6QF,
ENGLAND

Access, Visa, Switch, Delta,
Connectl etc accepted

APOLLO 1220
ONLY £99.99
APOLLO 1220
+imb £139.99
APOLLO 1220
+4mb £229.99

Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm
Saturday momings 9am to 12pm

Please phone first to
check availability
of any item.

APOLLO 1232/50 £199.99
4mb SiMm £129 99

8mb SIMM £239.99
68882 FPU £69.99

-

| The Dataflyer is a 16 bit SCSI Il controller card that converts the signals on
| the internal IDE interface to also run SCS| devices at the same fime as the
1 IDE hard drive.

5 | The Dataflyer SCSk+ will operate upto 5 SCSI devices such as CO-ROMS,

(1%

|\ Unlike other SCSI interfaces, the Datafiyer SCS|+ is compatible with all

g ’ J‘, hard drives, SyQuest removeable drives, tape back up drives etc.
= || known accelerators et and it does not stop you from utilising any of the

important expansion ports on your A1200,

The Datafiyer SCSk easily installs into the A1200 (sim-
plv pushes in, no need to remove the metal shield) and
provides a 25 way D connector through the banking
plate at the back of the A1200. Full instructions and

DATAFLYER SCSi+ ONLY £69.99

SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE
ALSO AVAILABLE £59.99

From the M62 Junction 17
head towards Bury.
We are 50 yards on
the right hand side after
the third set of lights.
The door to our premises
is next to the
florists opposite

the Masons Pub.

PCMCIA fitting SCSI interface




-——-—{I EDITORIAL

ou've probably already noticed, but

the Amiga games scene is looking

bleak to say the least. Releases are
becoming few and far between, and it's a
worrying trend for both Amiga owners and
Escom. But what is far more alarming is the
drop in quality of these games. And the orig-
inality. It's as if developers seem to think
Amiga owners are just so desperate for
games that they will gratefully lap up any old
rubbish that is chucked in their direction.
Graphics seem to have taken a step back in
terms of quality, and it's little wonder that the
average Amiga gamesplayer is left looking
envious at some of the high-tech realism
offered by the PC. Titles like Ruffian, Akira
and Angst all look like games from the early
‘80s and do nothing but harm the image of
the Amiga.

Graphics aren't the only factor on trial
here either — originality seems to have been
swept to one side as well. Foolball manage-
ment games are chumed out by the dozen,
and okay, the good ones do sell well, but
they really are becoming a very tested, unin-
spired old formula that has left the industry
looking weary. Other genres need serious
revamping too. Dull platiormers, dull racing
games and dull beat-'em-ups are all cate-
gories covered countless times, many with
little or no imagination,

Looking at the back catalogue of Amiga
games, you realise just how bad things have
got. A few years, even months ago, the
Amiga owner could choose from Triple A
products like Flashback, Cannon Fodder or
Theme Park. But now it's a different story
and bar maybe four or five, there aren't too
many titles on the release schedule that will
excite your average gamesplayer.

It's not just a problem isolated to the
Amiga though. PC games are falling into the
dangerous trap of formulaic ‘interactive
movies' and while their graphics do astound,
the playability has all the depth of a shallow
puddle. So, things aren't all that rosy there
gither. But what explanation can there be for
all this? Surely developers can't have jusl
run out of ideas? If so why — there's a greal
big world out there. Getl up from your
computers, go and explore, be inspired.

Anyway, it's not the PC we should be con-
cemed with here. If's the state of the Amiga

market. Developers we could once rely on

lhe A[ team

Advertning adsiflacomp deman.co.uk

lina Hackett takes a —
looks at the state of the —
games market and asks, —
where has all the —

originality gone? —

for original games have taken their talents
elsewhere. Names such as LucasArts,
Delphine and Bullfrog are sadly lacking from
our shelves, Others like Sensible Software
are soon to follow, and Escom are going to
have to take responsibility for making sure
there are good, quality developers out there
working on original titles that the Amiga
owner deserves.

And take the Doom clone phenomenon,
for example. This is a good illustration of the
nervous bandwagon-jumping that is also
going on in the industry at the moment. It's
as though the software companies don't
have the guts to come up with their own
products — they see a trend and follow it.
What they should be trying to do is thinking
of something of their own, rather than this
attitude of trying to outdo each other. Why
should Amiga owners want to go and buy a
game that is trying to be a copy of one on the
PC anyway. We don't want second rate PC
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errors in articles, listings or advertisements

titles, we want our own, original, qualil
games and we need our own software hal
will make the PC owner jealous of us far
change. [
So I'll leave you with these final thoughiss
One is for Escom, who have 10 ensure neg
are going to be good, original developef
out there that will produce high quality prog
ucts. The other is for the software compas
nies themselves who must avoid this trend
following' approach and @arn back SO
respect. Graphics need to feel like the]
belong in the next decade not the last, ==.'
the balance hetween presentation ang
playability must also be considerad (remef
ber Rise of the Robots and Microcosm?) 3
And the last and most important though
is for you, the Amiga owners. Don't givi
them the opportunity. Don't buy the Su
standard products, wait until there are Som
worthwhile titles there that really do desem
your time and money. PAC,
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Europe’s No.1 Disk Duplication System

Discology is the optimum pack-

age for beginners & experts FREEPHONE
alike who wish to create back-up Included is the Discology disk, Discology Cartridge and a 36

copies of original floppy disks =" peinted manual i " ® . ﬂsoo 340548

: — {credit /switeh card sales only)
speedily and easily. Features a caﬂrid[ie backup mode for heavily protected disk (Requires the

use of an external disk drive) tel: 0161 796 5279

Two Nibble modes for coping with protected IBM and Atari disks for enquiries or
Sync Scan checks for unknown protection systems |
= sl fax: 0161 796 3208
Recognition of long and short tracks

Modem users can backup disks via a modem to another Amiga
anywhere in the world

Fully multi-tasking, copies with high density disk etc
Full update service is available for registered users

SIREN
Discology f::-:mc:::: hi:: K Wi SOFIWJIRE,
demanded from a £39.9 ‘178 BURY Hm m’
top quality back-up : WHITEFIE.D,
program. T, for a 755 MANCHESTER
full sheet M45 6QF,
ENGLAND

Access, Visa, Switch, Delta,
Connect etc accepted

Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm
Saturday mornings 9am to 12pm

Professional is a mul-

tifunction tool for

combating virus Please phone first to
ﬂmﬂ Sostrns Virus search on any device (Hard disk, floppy disk CDROM etc.) check availability
:f""’m of 'l'inlm] mg Quick tracing of link and file viruses etc. of any item.
incindos tati Block Test to search for viruses at the block level of .a device :

medsires for infest- Automated unpacking of compressed programs for virus checking

ed systems. Recognition of Bootblock Viruses with analysis From the M62 junction 17

Safeguards hard drives Rigid Disk Blocks head towards Bury.

Includes a comprehensive 50 page printed manual WB are 50 }fafds on the
Full update service to registered users right hand side after the

third set of lights.
The door to our premises

£39.99 is next to the

florists opposite
Ti for a itz

My
| Il!jl.';"

the Masons Pub.
full sheet




L ast minute news from Amiga Technol-
ogies revealed that the software to be
bundled with the A1200 and 4000T will include
the newest versions of some of the most
acclaimed productivity packages available for
the Amiga.

As reported in our press conference feature in
this issue, there will be a standard A1200 pack-
age costing £399 and a A1200 plus hard drive
package costing £499. Up to now, however, the
contents of the software pack that will be bundled
with the Amigas has been a mystery.

The standard pack will come with three applica-
tions from Digita: Wordworth 4SE, a brand new
version of the award-winning wordprocessor,
Datastore v.1.1. ( a database) and Organiser
v1.1, their recently released computerised filofax.

It will also include Turbocale v3.5, an as yet
unreleased version of Schiztruhe's spreadsheet
program. On the artistic side, an updated version
of Cloanto's highly regarded Personal Paint soft-
ware — version 6.4 — will be accompanied by
another Amiga showcase program, Photogenics
1.1 from Almathera. Despite the productivity focus

Amigas in America

While Amiga Technologies® plans for
the UK are gradually becoming
clearer, the strategy for the American
market remains less certain. It has
been announced, however, that Ed
Goff, former US Ilawyer for
Commodore, will be leading the
company's US division,

It was made clear at the Heathrow
press conference that Amiga
Technologies considers the 4000T to
have the strongest market in the US,
although a smaller allocation of 1200s

has been made.

The general manager of Amiga
Technologies, Petro Tyschitschenko,
revealed that the 4000T motherboards
will be produced in the United States
near Philadelphia, and computers
marked for American distribution will

be assembled in the same place.

At the time of going to press, the
company was still looking for a North
American partner that would be willing
to support and invest in their product.
We hope to bring our US readers fuller
details as they are revealed.
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By Gareth Lofthouse mees

fimiga bundle reuealed

of the package, games players are also catered
for with the inclusion of Pinball Mania, a new title
by 21st Century, and Whizz from Microvalue Flair,

The HD package will include the same bundle
of software plus Scala MM300, the leading multi-
media authoring package. The same bundle is
currently set to ship with the 4000T as well,
although there's a possibility that Scala's MM300
will be replaced by the upgrade, MM400,

Amiga Technologies clearly hope a strong bun-
dle will put pay to complaints about the Amiga's
pricing. Jonathan Anderson, MD of Amiga
Technologies UK, claimed that the standard
A1200 pack's software had a combined average
street value of £497, while adding Scala for the
HD version could save buyers as much as £677.

Anderson also said he was particularly pleased
by their success in securing such up-to-date ver-
sions of each software product. He commented:
“As far as | know, Wordworth, Personal Paint and
Turbocale are brand new products which the pub-
lishars do not intend to launch until next year.”

The only possible bad news is for American
users, since this bundle is only confirmed for

Heathrow press conference

On Wednesday 16 August, Amiga Technologies held a press conference to offic
announce the relaunch of the Amiga line of computers in the UK. The day after it wa
followed by a meeting with developers in which the company’s UK strategy was ou
lined. The main news was the announcement of an A1200 bundle including a 170M
hard drive priced at £499. For full details read the In The Hot Seat article featured |

this issue,

It was also confirmed that the 4000T will initially be without a high density floppy di
drive. The reason given for this was the difficulty in obtaining components following th
bankruptcy of the company invelved in the production of the drives for the 400

desktop unit.

Amiga exhibitionist

European distribution. Whether Amigas sold in
America will be standalone or have a different
software package is still under discussion.

An announcement is also imminent on the idens
tity of the two trade suppliers to be used by Amiga
Technologies. According to CTW, the trade news:
paper, Amiga Technologies have already appoint:
ed Amiga stalwarts SOL;
and they are on the verge
of signing Leisuresoft
up as their other
partner.

Tyschtschenko: the Amiga is on time for September

Amiga Computing
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Following our focus on animators in last
month’'s issue, the Amiga Is due to
receive another dose of creative talent
following the announcement of an exhibi-
tion of work by artist Paul Hamilton on
4-28 October.

Named Artificial Eyes, the event will
feature dye sublimation prints of the
artist's recent Amiga artwork. His pictures
ware created using Photogenics, Real 3D
and DPaint 4. “The name of the

exhibition comes from the idea of looking
at artificial scenes with, necessanily
artificial eyes — kind of photos thal



:

Power to accelerate

‘Power computing have joined the competition offering Amiga users more speed with the announcement of &
new line of accelerators. Though the new Falcon range was developed by Macro Systems, Power Computing
have bought exclusive distribution rights for everywhere, apart from Benelux and Germany.

f Developed for use with the A1200, the first Falcon accelerator will feature an 040 processor — roughly 14
fimes faster, the same speed as an A4000 — and a single SIMM socket allowing for FastRAM expansion. It will
' mrma @ SCSI 3 interface allowing for greater transfer speeds , and the package will include a fan to cool the

{ An 060 version is set to follow which will give the A1200 a blistering performance, but prices on either option
‘are yet to be announced. For more details phone Power Computing on 01234 273000,

[he eyes haue it

As well as presenting its strategy for the Amiga’s
relaunch at the Heathrow press conference, Amiga
Technologies also unveiled the new virtual reality
I-glasses for the first time in the UK.

As reported last month, the Virtual I-glasses are
made in America by Virtual i-0, but Escom have axclu-
Sive distribution rights for the product in Europe.
Newly revealed, however, was the fact that there will
be two different models on the market, The virtual
reality headsets don't come cheap though. The basic
video model that allows users to see computer and
film images in 2D and 3D will cost £599, while a PC
version including a head-tracker for use with 3D
games will cost £899

Escom stated that the range of applications for the
headsets is almost unlimited. At the press conference
it was claimed that the makers are already in discus-
glons with film moguls like Steven Spielberg, and they
fave shown great interest in the technology's
potential,

There are also plans to develop a version of the
eadset for use in dentist's surgeries. Instead of lying
With their eyes screwed up in terror, patients will be
able to relax watching a film while the dentist drills
away al their teeth. Apparently they are already being
used in the US for this purpose.,

“Our product gives patients an out-of-mouth experi-
@nce by taking the focus away from what the dentist is
doing,” said Virtual i-0 President Linden Rhoads.
“They enable people to watch movies, educational
programming and even play video games while they
hava their teeth worked on.”

The AT panel went on to reveal that the lightweight
hieadsets made them ideal for the private viewing of
Bfotic movies, but whether this capability will be com-
bined with the dentist's version is currently unclear.

were,” Paul explained. “Also on a literal
level, | seem to have an obsession
With painting over people's eyes when

Devon

Exeter.

working with photos." Paul
Hamilton's work has been
commissioned for commercial
purposes by companies like
Quarto Publishing and Plum
Productions Ltd

Anyone with an interest can
go to the exhibition at the
Reflections Gallery,
the Exeter &

Centre, Gandy
Street,

The video version of the glasses will connect to the
Amiga's composite output port. As yet, the head-
tracker version has no software support on the
Amiga, however.

Asked if they planned to sell the product in the UK,
major retailers Silica replied that they had not made
any decision on the matter. MD John Arundel would
not discount the possibility, however. “If it's a product
that supports the Amiga then we will certainly be
interested in taking it,” he commented

Arts
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For football
fanatics

Football Statistician Professional
may sound like another team man-
agement game, but it's actually the
ultimate football application for use
by the home enthusiast and
professional club, according to its
makers,

Available for the Amiga at £19.95,
the League Monitor software will
store league results, analyse them in
tables and graphs, and follow your
favourite team's performance.

The program might just win you a
fortune as well, thanks to its ability to
make pools predictions on the basis
of teams true form. Call OTM
Publications on 01827 312302

Imagine all the
objects

The Imagine user group is running a
special offer for readers of Amiga
Computing. The price of member-
ship has been reduced from €8 to €5
until 2 January 1996, and the first
100 readers to join quoting Amiga
Computing will get a free disk
containing brush maps, objects
and other material for use with
the Imagine rendering package.

Members can benefit from a wide
range of services, according to
group founder Spencer Jarvis,
including an object and attribute
finding service, quarterly newslet-
ters, and unlimited technical support.
The group has a library of 2000
objects, 60Mbs of text, 1000 attribut-
@5, and hundreds of brush maps
available to members,

For more information contact
Spencer Jarvis on 01375
B70036/0585 102633

Apologies to Active

Active software are owed an apology
for an arror made in the review of
their Zoom CD. The telephone num-
ber that should have been given was
01325 352260.

Active also report that further
enhancements are being made to
the time of going to press.
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Amigas meet
the public

On 26 August to 3 September, Amiga
Technologies presented the Amiga to
the public for the first time since
Commodore's demise 18 months ago at
the IFA fair in Berlin, The company
bought space in which to present not
only the Amigas but also the CD32 in dif-
terent configurations running various
applications.

The event is seen as important by
industry commentators concerned that
the Amiga’s relaunch is not gaining a
high enough profile. Petro Tyscht-
schenko previously announced at a
press conference in August that there
were no plans to advertise the Amiga
until 1996.

" AMIGA

Knight raises standard

White Knight Technologies is continuing to
give high-end Amiga users strang suppor,
with announcements this month of new
products and services. Recently appointed
as Macrosystem's official UK distributor,
they will be selling the Draco digital video
system featured as this issue's main story.

In the future, they will also be distribut-
ing a new 32-bit version of VLAB motion,
the acclaimed Amiga editing card for
video. WKT claim it will offer far greater
video data transfer rates, lower Jpeg com-
pression ratios and generally far superior
picture quality than can be achieved on the
current Amiga version,

White knight now have a demonstration
suite at their offices in Hertfordshire which
will allow customers to test out a non-linear
video editing system incorporating not only
VLAB motion but also the Toccata sound
card and the Retina graphics board.
Customers who wish to test these produclts
are invited to telephone for an
appointment.

They are also offering a new product for
serious LightWave users. Named T-Net, it
will allow users to distribute the task of ren-
dering a number of frames from many
scenes on LightWave over a net-

Nlew web nauigator

Amiga web users who are tired of hearing about the wonders o
the Netscape Internet software will be pleased by the announce-
ment of a more powerful browser designed solely for the Amiga
Designed by the makers of AMosaic, not only does it promise to
improve vastly on its predecessor, but it also offers features
unavailable on the much vaunted PC/ Mac rival

A browser is the software that makes navigating the Intermet a
graphically appealing and user-friendly experience, but up to
now Amiga users have had to use the relatively slow AMosaic.
Named |Browse. the new Amiga software is claimed to be up to  [REEE
30 times faster according to the latest repors from its develop-
ers. It will also be packed with advanced features, including the
ability to use multiple windows to a greater extent than AMosaic. It will support HTML 1-3 and Netscape
commands which will allow for a full viewing of sites previously
limited for Amiga owners.

Like Netscape, it will come with a powerful point and click tool
bar, but the interface will have the added advantage of being fully
configurable which will allow users to customise the package to
suit their needs. It will also start up without the need lo launch
AmITCP first,

Perhaps the best news of all is that the program is likely to be
released as shareware. We hope to feature the program in
Amiga Computing's December issue, but in the mean time read-
ers can get further information at the following web site:
http:/iwww.omnipresence.com/ibrowse/
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New world order

Another company reasserting its support for the Amiga markst IS

work of Amigas. Made by Interworks
Blittersoft, with the announcement of a number of products to bé

USA. it is designed for use with the

maker's ethernet software ELAN-DFS 2
and multiple copies of NewTek's
acclaimed rendering package.

Using T-Net, all the machines will
share the same scene files, objects and
image data, and each machine on the
network renders its frames to a shared
common location. A single Amiga
equipped with either the Broadcast Elite,
a PAR card, or VLAB mation can then be
used to output the rendered sequences
o video tape.

According to WKT, the software's pow-
erful features will allow users to efficiently
manage and delegate the distribution of
frames across the network. It will be pos-
sible to monitor the progress and status
of each system on the user's ‘render
farm’' at a glance using a graphic repre-
sentation of each node showing its
current rendering status.

The price is set for £299 for a T-Net
with a 5 user license. For further details
or to arrange to see a demonstration, call
White Knight on 01920 B22321.

The all-new 32-
bit Viab Motion,
soon to be
shipping from
MacroSystems

released in the near future.

Fans of virtual world designers will be pleased to hear VWOriG
Construction Set 2 is likely to be reviewed in the next issue of
Amiga Computing. The terrain modeller/animator will use a
modal interface, allowing users to work in multiple windows 1o
out motion paths, adjust colours, and modify ecosyslems. '
price is set for £119.95.

Blittersoft are also releasing ATAPI.device for £69.95, a prod
uct that allows users to attach the extremely cheap ATAF
CD-ROM drives to their A4000s and A4000Ts |DE controller.

With new Picasso Il graphic board bundles available wilf
prices ranging from just under £300 upwards, plus the fact thi
they're making AmiTCP available directly in the UK, Biitle sof
are bringing some much needed activity to the Amiga market. Fl
more details call them on 01908 261466. !

Aimigas for Uganda

Dr Andrew Basden, inventor of the
INCA Expert System featured in our
September issue, is starting a new in
tiative to send Amigas to Uganda I
educational purposes.

According to Dr Basden , the Ami
is the best machine for the job becaus
it can just be plugged into a TV withou
requiring a monitor. He is hoping thal
people with unwanted Amigas or evel
components will send them in for thi
appeal. Those with the remnanis of a
unused AS00 at the back of a cupboar
somewhere should write to Dr B f
at 24, Penrith Close, Frodshan
Cheshire, WAS TND.
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AMIGA A1200 2/0 PACK
PLUS 8 FREE GAMES

AMIGA A1200 21170 PACK

PLUS 8 FREE GAMES
IMCL

OT INC I|I|||_|:|‘

A1200 PACKS WITH 2 MB RAM EXFANDABLE TO 128 MB
BUILT IN TV MODULATOR AND 1 YEAR WARRANTY
THESE PACKS FEATURE ENHANCED WORKBENCH 3.1
MULTITASKING OPERATING SYSTEM AND A MULTIMEDIA
SOFTWARE BUNDLE WHICH INCLUDES & DATABASE,
SPREADSHEET, WORDPROCESSOR AND GAMES, PLUS
EIGHT FREE GAMES ONLY FROM SPECIAL AESERVE

UDES BUILT IN 170M8 HARD DRIVE
FEATURIMG SCALA MM300 PRE-INSTALLED

CR32 CONSOLE OFFERING GRAPHICS CAPABILITY OF

GEMUINE SOUND BLASTER PRO SOUND CARD WORTH £150
GENUINE CREATIVE QUAD SPEED IDE CD ROM DRIVE

GEMNUINE SAMSUNG 14" SVGA 0.28 MONITOR + TILT AND SWIVEL
GENUINE SAMSUNG HIGH SPEED 1024 MB HARD DRIVE + SPARE IDE
GENUINE MICROSOFT SOFTWARE BUNDLE WORTH OVER £500
AND EIGHT GREAT CLASSIC GAMES FREE

TRUST QUAD muLrimepia pe cx vear
DX4/100 + 4MB 117499 osss
DX4/100 + BMB 1299.99 «i0a7
PENTIUM P90 + 8 MB  1527.49 1som
PENTIUM P90 + 16 MB 1728.99 14m25
: ~| WITH ALL THIS SOFTWARE
*» MS WINDOWS 95 .
» M5 ENCARTA 95 «» MS WORKS « MS SCENES
« M5 PUBLISHER & DESIGN PACK « MS GOLF
+ MS MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS « MS BOOKSHELF 94
+ MS ANCIENT LANDS « M5 CINEMANIA 95
+ M5 DANGEROUS CREATURES « LEMMINGS
« CIVILISATION « FRONTIER « PAGAN ULTIMA 8
+« SYNDICATE « STRIKE COMMANDER
* WING COMMANDER 2
AND FREE TWO YEAR ON-SITE WARRANTY

PRICES AND SPECIFICATION SUBJECT TO CHANGE

282,144 COLOUAS ON SCREEN FRAOM A PALETTE OF

OVER 16 MILLBON, HSGH QUALITY ALIDID WITH THE
ABILITY TO PLAY MUSIC COrS. PACK INCLUDES SEVEN
GAMES. LIBERTION. CANNOMN FODDER MIuF‘CCL.bM
ULTIMATE BODY BLOWS. PROJECT X, WGGERS AND

OSCAR ON CD PLUS A & BUTTON CONTROL PAD

AMIGA CD32

399.99 | |CRITICAL ZONE
PACK 169.99

499.99 MCLUDES Coag

CONSOLE, 7 GAMES AND
6 BUTTON CONTROL PAD

OVERDRIVE HARD DRIVES FOR
ABGODD & A1200

HiGH SPFEED EXTERMAL DRIVE PLUGS INTO POMCIA
SLOT. ACCESS TIME CIRCA 12 MS. WITH AQ TOOLS DISK
OVERDRIVE V.11 560 MB 208.98
OVERDRIVE V.11 1 GB (1024 MB) 27088

l'ﬂ'EHN.ﬂL 2.5" |IDE, HIGH SPEED DRIVES
i COMPLETE NOTE THAT DPENINE YOUR AMIGA MAY INVALIDATE THE
PMAARANTY. PLEASE STATE A1200, ABOD DR SX-1 ON YOUR ORDER

HARD DRIVE 11 MS ACCESE TIME 64K CACHE 13499
HARD DRIVE 12 M5 ACCESS TIME 84K CaACHE ABeeg
I HARD DRIVE 12 M5 ACCESS TIME 64K CACHE 265590

SN0 MB AND 510 MB 2 5° MARD DRAIVES HAVE A THREE YEAR WASRANTY

OVERDRIVECDROM ... .. 184.99
FOR A1200, COMPATIBLE WITH MANY C032
TITLES, DOUBLE SPEED MULTI-SESSION DRIVE
COMPLETE WITH INTERNAL POWER ADAPTOR
AND UTILITIES/DRIVERS DISK

TR&PDGQH RAM UPGRADES

STEREO TV AND MONITOR
NOKIA 14" NICAM DIGITAL STERED
TVIMONITOR WITH TELETEXT

MADE IN GERMANY, WITH REMOTE CONTROL,
MICAM STEREQ SOUND, ADJUSTABLE SOLIND
DEFLECTOAS. SOUARE TINTED TLIBE, TELETEXT
HEADPHONE SOCKET. SCART INPLIT FOR PIXEl
PERFECT PICTURE
MICROVITEE 1438
MULTISYNC MONITOR

21499

1

1

1

I

I

I

I
278 :
FOR AGA AMIGAS, WITH FREE STEAEQ SPEAKERS. 0.28 DOT PITCH MPRIl LOW |
Rl EMEESIONS. SIGMAL AND POWER LEAD SUPPLIED WITH AMIGA ADAPTOR "
10845 14" COLOUR MONITOR 199.09 { |
FOR ANY AMIGA, WITH BUILT IN STERED SPEAKERS. TILT AND SWIVEL STAMND |
COMPOSITE AND RGE INPUTS, 0.39 DOT PITCH RESOLUTION, COMPLETE WITH | I
AMIGA MONITOR LEAD I

|
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1

1

1
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COLOUR PRINTERS [

CITIZEN ABC COLOUR DOT MATRIX 144,69
24 PIN, B0 COLUIMM, 182 CPE, BLOM DRAFT FONT
FREE LEAD AMND EASYSTART SOFTWARE

| WE ONLY SUPPLY MEMBERS BUT YOU CAN ORDER AS YOU JOIN |
| MEMBERSHIP FEES UK EC  WORLD
| ONE YEAR £6.00 £8.00 £10.00

SEGA SATURN WITH VIRTUA FIGHTER - SAVE £50 - £349.99

£ 3 NEW MEMBER DISCOUNT
OFF ANY ORDER OVER £90

PLACED AS YOU JOIN FOR ONE YEAR

JUST DEDUCT £3 0OFF THE PRICE OF YOUR FIRST ORDER IF IT 1S OVER 000,
PROVIDING YOU PLACE IT AS YOU JOIN FOR ONE YEAR,
USE BY POST, AT OUR SHOPS OR BY PHONE ON 01278-600204, Ends Jan 'S8

Club benefits include regular club magazines, £180 worth of XS
Savers (coupons) per year, club competifions and huge discounts
across the range. Members are undar no obligation 1o buy
All prices include VAT and cariage to MOST UK mamland addmesses

Owverseas arders must ba pald by eredit card
Hardware llems (battery or mains) ame anly suppiied o the UK addresses
Overseas surcharge £2.00 per saftware ibam or 25% on other ilems

[BLOCK CAPTALS
Mame & Address

HERD

¢ ARG A OO TG

Postcode
ey 35,09 PANASONIC KXP2135 COLOUR DOT MATRIX .. 174.99 gy e
00 AN WITH CLOCH 1559 24 PIM, B_.. '_.:DL'JM‘-I EL‘:J E_'-’E-E—'- LG, T FONTS 1
BOARD FOR A1200 WITH CLOCK inog . ESTHIEMELY CUIET SXE DA, TRACTOR FEED Fhon No Mechine £ i
FPU RAM BOARD FOR 41200 WITH CLOCK AND 33 MMz FPU 239.98 CANON BJC 4000 COLOUR INKJET |(SHOWN) 79,99 | Enier membesship number (il applcable) or I
OTHER PERIPHERALS B4 NOZZLES, B0 COLUIMN, BPPM, 350 DPL. § FONTS AND FREE PRINTER LEAD (ANMUAL UK 8.00) ]
EENRODEMS WITH TERWTE SOFTWARE BT APPROVED, MNP V.42 BIS PRINTER ACCESSORIES i |
REESION GIVIMG UIP TO) 57 600 BRS, AND FREE INTERNET STARTER GUIDE FOR ANY P e
14,400 BPS FAX MODEM WITH TERMITE AND CABLES . 124.08 L1 L o1 STAND i A ... = !
26,800 BPS FAX MODEM WITH TERMITE AND CABLES | 214.9 1o LLOW STORAGE OF PAPER BELOW PRINTER esd [ .
" . % TRACTOR FEED KIT FOR CITIZEN ABC PRINTER 39.99| ! ey !
DOAE AMIGA POWER SUPPLY S5TANDAAD 23 WATTS 2699 COLOUR RIBEON FOR ABC PRINTER i 14,99 I = [
B MAT COLOUR DIGIMSER FOR ANY AMIGA 12098 COLOUR RIBEON FOR PANASONIC KXP2135 PRINTER 16.99 I" am ::
DEOUMD TURBO 2 PRO S0UNKD SAMPLER 2696 INK CARTRIDGE (COLOUR) FOR CANDHN BJC 4000 19.99 | Piaase use i e 15 s any optlnnall T — v charos -I
1181 lass Post 50p per posted item or £3 hardware I
CUICKSHOT 137F TECHNOPLUS SUPER PRO ZIP STICK e
et B croswircuen wniatoese . = DISKS ETC. ESIZl!ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK POSTAGE & VAT [¢ I
:\:lummnz ‘ 5.99 A ALL DISKS ARE HIGH r I % j Cheque/P.O./AccessMastercard Switch/Visa | I
KL QUALITY ERRDA FREE AMD - o
| oWCKJOY JET FIGHTER - TE?EF&:’E SUPPLIED WITH LABELS ' | | I :
WITH AUTOFIRE 5'?:"5 P*|  AUTOFIRE WITH PACK OF 10 TDH ME-200 3.5 DISKS a8 | | :
12.99 ] TURSD, FREE PACK OF 50 TD® MF-30D 3 8" DISKS 22.90 e TR
: e DUST COVER PACK OF 10 SPECIAL RESERVE HD LN BARD e SWITOH I
HE DRIVING COMBINATION 1200 R A AND FREE PLASTIC FLIP TOP DISK 80X 7.90 | | EXPIRY DATE _ SIGMATURE ISSLE MO I
- EKLIPSE MOUSE PACK OF 10 TDK MF-2HD 599

FREEWHEEL STEERING WHEEL
(ERQITAL) WORKS AS A JOYS5TICK

12.88

280 DP1. MICROSWITCHED

T 18,
ﬁ:’ﬂ&‘ g i PACK OF 50 TDK MF-2HD
1209 i i s EXTERNAL DISK DRIVE FOR
PSP i o i AMIGA DR SX.1 |
GUICKJIOY PR O, MCRCEWITLHED 35°, BBOK FORMATTED
FOOT PEDAL 189 CAPACTTY, QUIET, HIGH

MOUSE MAT WITH SPONGE BACKING

PACK OF 50 SPECIAL RESERYE HD
AMND FREE PLASTIC FLIP TOP DISK BOX

QUALITY, SLIM LINE DESIGN

- 49.09

all Order address. Cheques payable to

SPECIAL RESERVE

P.O. BOX 847, HARLOW, CM21 9PH

FAX a credil cand order om @1279 T26842 - and we'll FAX back
| et Dt vl

Charge card
or personal
lean subject
e status.
See the dub
magazine

for detoils.
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" BRUCE WILLIS SAYS....

“Me and my wife Demi Moore buy Amiga Action
every month. With its witty reviews, insightful previews
and smashing features, it really brightens up our evening after a
hard day filming Die Hard or Disclosure or something like that. St.
Elmo’s Fire maybe, or North... Our children like it too. Rumer, Scout
and Talulah-wotserface ogle for hours at the brightly coloured
screenshots on the packed pages, and cry when my wife (I'm
married to Demi Moore you know, did | tell you?) and |
prise it from their grasp. We think Amiga Action
is the tops, and you will too. Yes.”

On sale September 28. And every
month. Twice in December, we think
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NEW AM[GA 1200

The UK's favourite home computer is back! Amiga Technologies, AMIGA Terhnologies GuibH T

K h | hed the A 1200 with a ; ﬂ - _—
abrapd new UK company ave launched the miga wi AMICA 7300 . ’ h .

stunning array of software in the AMIGA MAGIC pack. And, to
make a great pack even better, every Amiga 1200 Magic Pack ’

from Silica (at the advertised price), comes with a FREE Sty
Chaos software pack - see below.

8l MAGIC PACK INCLUDES:

® Amiga 1200 Computer - 2m RAM
e 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive Built-in

e Wordsworth v4se - word Processar

e Digita Datastore v1.1 - patavase

® Digita Organiser v1.1 - personal Organiser
® Turbo Calc v3.6 - spreadsheet

® Personal Paint v6.4

.5

AN ZANZ/AN\ /7 /\\

Paint Package
® Photogenics v1.2se - M A

Pixel Editing < /~th ' A1200 SPECIFICATIONS
® Whizz - 30 piattorm Game e &Y ‘ « 32-Bit 68020EC Processor
e Pinball Mania - inbaii Arcade Game . _____‘___—“—'——-___ » AA Chipset/16.8 Million Colours

———____ s 2Wh BAM = Built-In Modulator
o 95 Key Keyb'rd With Number Control Fad
» PCMCIA Smart Card Slot

'

2w RAM - NO HD 2o RAM + 170ms HD

£399 £499 / SEE OVERLEAF

Inc VAT - AMC 3039 Inc VAT - AMC 3199

e FREEf
AMIGA 4000 @ a@_g;f

TOWER SYSTEM e 68040/60 25/50mn: Processor SoFTwARE prgy
@ 6m0 RAM - 2umb Chip, 4mp Fast ;;",fgj*;-‘uc INE :
e Workbench v3.1

e Advanced Graphics Architecture
'‘AA' Chip Set - 16.7 Million
Colours on Screen

e 1.26v SCSI Hard Drive

e 1.7m0 Floppy Drive

e 2 X 3.5" Drive Bays

o FREE Chaos Pack
from Silica

th;mrf-q ik, i ::’; 99
CH £34.09

A.Mprr;}h.'ﬂhu {"-OL[_ £35 5q
; £34 .09

AWARp “HA0s Pack,

| 68040cPU + 1.265 HD [N 68060cPU + 1.26b HD

1£2199| |£2499 | [scaizmmsos

Inc VAT - AMB 5040

MAIL ORDER HOTLINE:

0181-309 1111 .

23 STORES NATIONWIDE L—n

CREGIT FACIITIES AVAILABLE Subjeci s sistes

FREE UK
DELWEHY

M ORDERS OVER C40.vaT

v i &R & il P D Lsaas LA & o

EADE Prices & specilrines myy change
Badizits B fiiaiiadi & aa £ 156 Ba lisgd Aesady
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QUALITY AMIGA PERIPHERALS & SOFTWARE

VIDEO AND GRAPHICS

¥, =EvSioMe GENLOCK

FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS

& =

SCALA
HT100
HOME VIDED

& fagh quiakily graphics aad Wdeo mixing desk

® FREE Scala HT 100 program disk
® JAdd fitles and special sffecls lo widdos
® [deai for horme and Semi-prefssion rsers

® Supports al sfandand Amiga snd AGA graphics

® japirt and aulpat composite wideo signals

® Swilches between wdpo onfy, compler anly

and mived Qraphics

OVERDRIVE QUAD

® Mavchware frde benwean praphicidten

® AGH thrw - saving the gemock v
haing pamupged wien g in wse

® Omtional cfvoma key woil available
Earfy '8

& Camprehensive
16-page
Sheeve D VAT VI B0

CD-ROM DRIVE & SOFTWARE

SPEED CD-ROM

FOR THE AMIGA 1200

This unit combines @ CO-ROM drive with the fufure & Smart Cand Inferfaces, the
PCAGIA siot, This makes for an incredibly comvemien! and simple fo wse CO-ROM
drive Spsiem Dpaming up 4 wiale new workd of COVmutimadia techinoiogy.

® POMCIA
connechion

& Ouad speed
mechanism

® GO0/ Sar dara
Iranstar Faks

& PhotolD

& Luilli-se5s/0n
companibie
® Huns most CO” software

Aminet Set 1 : £24.085
4 gipanyias of software - AGA D500

Aminet 5 £14.85
1.1 gigabytes of software - ACA 0510
Amineté _____ = 14.95
1.1 gigables o sollwane - ACA 0520
Animations Double CD . £19.95
Hundreds of animatons - ACA 1000

CDBoot 1.0 TN £29.00
Ruires OO0 safimang. CO-ROM regisrad - ACC 1000
GIEEI Graphics __________ £29.00
10.000 imagas on 4 Chs - ACE G500

: .|

%

| Vs Phoioercs

IMAGE PROCESSING

IMAGE FX v2.0
FOR ALL AMIGAS

L

FRERMILE
ARF

= 2d-Iif imiae DroCEsENg

® araous Reaitimed panfing foois
* (TR IS

= Enfaarcad faxd hangivg

- El]Hﬂl]'ﬂTlﬂTﬂﬂlJ rampesmg

L

T == ] ¢

N WAT ASITR

SEE PAGE 2 FOR FULL OVERDRIVE RANGE

£249

IHC VAT HAR 3547

mnﬂm 23000
of 30 obyschs, images ic - ACL 0100

Meeting Pearts Vol. Il £9.85
E50Mb of (e finest FOF software - ACK 0500
Terra Sound Libral £19.95
7800 sound files - ACT 0400
The Light Works £39.00
Raylracing obiacts and texturas - ACT 0500
UPD Goid £20.95
Enlire PD §brary on 4 CDe - ACL 6500
Zoom . £19.00

Buleciion ol PD classics - ACZ 0500

IMAGE MANIPULATION
PHOTOGENICS V1.2

FOR A1200/A4000

® Manipulate ang paint graphics in 24-bit

i5 popular image formats inclading JPEG,
GIF, IFF, PhotalD Ay More .,

& fuitiple drage edining
® Aedi-fme HAME display

& Open desipn lels you 1o add your
own laders, shvers or eilects

£54

INE AT A 3000

SCALA MULTIMEDIA
MMA00

® Wideo lilling ang'  FSE——
presentation S

& {enport Dafuxs
Pl s
Suiniksy
anirmafion

= Frafpgsinmal

ani tramsifinms m

= Lmpovts MY and staedlivd Sourmd lles
& Suppavts GIFF, PCX, FLC. PhofCL and

.;;Idl.'l.'lr amer file

it

= A5y [ se £2 g g
sorbasnd lapaur WG WAT  AES 1043

FLOPPY DISK DRIVES

ASD0 512K (no clock) ... £20.00

Taioas am ABOD fram 592 to s - RAM 0505

ASD0 512K (inc clock) £25.00

Takes an ABOO from 512K to Tun - FUAM G510

AS00 Plus o £30.00

Takes an ABOO fram Tu o 2t - FAM 0520

ABO0 1w (no clock) £30.00
Takes an ABOD bom a0 2w - RAM D605

AB00 s (inc clock) £40.00
Takes an AGDG bom 1 o 2w - RAK D10

Hawk 1ume = Mo FPU £99.00
Bige 120 AAM boand, T popuilaled
and batbeny backed ciock - RAM 1210

—m

L LELLY
Y S ey p—

RAM UPGRADE &
MATHS ACCELERATOR

OPTIONS
FOR THE AMIGA 1200

MLE mpy g

BUILT-IN Ay
i

BATTERY
BACKED
CLOCK

& Piygs siraipht ivte A 1200 trapdoo -
Na soldering requrd
® [lppradaahie FAST RAM board to 1, 2,
4 or By
® {lges industy stindand socketad
SiMs for sasy upgrades
= Optipnal Foating Podef Uil - A3k o
4Dy PLCC GABEZ co-processor
& Comprahansivg maiudl with Mestrebions
® Wovrks with all A 1200 ang A1200HD
COmputers
® Daes mol dvildate powr 41200 warmanty
® 2 pegr waranly
FFU SPEED COMPARION
WOMMSES AT

INCREASES
SPEED BY
UP TO 3X

FROM

 £99

R WAT
SEE BELOW

Hawk 21 - No FPU
B 32-bi AAM bos, v popliabed
@ hattery backad ciock - AAM 12520

Hawk dmb - No FPU

B 32-bi AAM board duls popaksied
and batery backed clock - RAM 1240

Hawk 8w - Mo FPU
uin 32-bil AAM boand, Sids populied
and baery backed clack - RAM 1280

FPU 33mH: For Hawk

Cryslal and FPL for Hask - LIPG 1280

FPU 40mu: For Hawk

Crysial and FPU lor Hawk - UPG 1285

ManEEs

s MODULATOR

FOR ALL AMIGAS

=

£128.00

£189.00

£329.00

£58.00

£99.00

The Amifok Mamie, Externad Modidafor
makes an kiay replacement modulaior for
A Amiga owners.  Everyiing ngeded s
T L L —
Armitek fherais, q

GO F;;!Iu i sy £3

o fodow  manual NG AT WACHA, T0

POWER SUPPLY

Amitek AS00/600/1200 £29.00
Beige colouned repiacarms] povwar
supply for ASDOMBOOM200 - POW 0810

MAIL ORDER HOTLINE:

23 STORES NATIONWIDE o

Pocers & speciicalions may crange

e SONY. FLOPPY

AMITEC  3%" DELUXE EXTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE
FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS

b

AL

i Ry

& MHigh gy 347 Sany mechanism
® Sirong matal casing

& Built-in anti-click feafurs

® Swilchabve amb-virus mode

& Epabieiiisadie swilch

& THMS ACCESS Mime
® TSy chainaie via thm pan
® L oW pOwer [sage
& Extormal PSL
il rpquired

LOADER INTERNAL FLOPPY

3%" 1mb INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE
FOR AMIGA 500/500PLUS OR AMIGA 600/1200

These interna Amilek Losder replcameant
ohives are idead for users wiho wish fo replace
thaly eisting inferns drive. The pack feafures
a4 gl gually erag Ty, T4 oo
mggtansm far e Amga SO0S00RLLS o
Amiga GO0, AN inal yow meed fo W oy dme
i nckided, pws masy o fodow NMing
Instroctions and 24 manths warranly

£34 £44

DR ) C VAT 1 SR

SCS| INTERFACE COLOUR MONITOR

SCSI-2 INTERFACE
SQUIRREL
FOR AB0O/A1200

14" COLOUR
MONITOR

FOR ALL AMIGAS

Nampd affar e ous  slonage Moy
ammal the Sguirsl SC5-2 inferfsce simply
s e Ie PCMCI sk naiding
Wity prodlams) amd ailows you fo commact
wo o 7 SCST dences do yoor Amiga al' e

1638

® 14 2Emm, CGA Colour Maondor phes
Stereo Speakers

® | 5KHz-40KH:

ame fime s could be any cominnation & ol RGE & GBS

of had daves, SCS W ® Adapior far

CO-ROM drives, [ape . Armiga

streamers,  Seluest Eﬁg ® Power gad dudio ,Ezgg
removable dvives, sip |G VAT HAR $000 cahias G VAT WK 538

SOFTWARE OFFERS

s g 2o o A INI-FILESAFE
“USER”

Super lagl Ifing systom - AGA 4708
AMI-FILESAFE - PRO
® Ami-FileSale is the new
da-facto standard Filing System

£69.00
Multiuser file sysiemn suopor - ASA 4800
for your Amiga

BRILLIANCE V2.0 £49.00

Aotvancs paimi & animation softwan - AS8 7912

CANDO V2.5 £78.00

Imeraciye audovisual authorng - ASC 2200

GB ROUTE PLUS £34.99 <

crash when wriling to diskf
& Super fast - much faster than FRS

Plan irips and pumeys in the UK - A306 3122

FINAL WRITER V4 £74.95
Word pubdisher with graphcs & londs - AGF3802
® Jnstant directary Nsings

PEN PAL UK 1.5 £36.95
Easy 1o use word processar - ASP 1842 ® Parallal aocess with Wﬂ'llw
FINAL COPY Il £40.95 performance Joss
Prseariul WYSIMYG word processor - ASF 3822

4 £10.00 & Mora gfficient use of disk space
gﬂﬂl‘:ﬂ.d ste - ASM 2012 y than FFS/O0FS
PENPALUK 1.5 36.95
Eaay 1o Lse word processar - ASP 1942 x Ergrgsrd&ric{rg;s £29J’I
VISTA PRO 3.0 £24.85 performance WG VAT ASA 4TI

Landscape gereraling packags - ASY BOCR

FREE UK =
DELIVERY S

OM ORDERS OVER £40.vaT

BN VL ——
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PRINTERS

CITIZEN 24-PIN
ABC COLOU:;
DOT MATRIX

a7

J

® Smal and compact with 24-pin
print quaity

& Works with any PG ar Arniga Covmpuar

& 5 Boili-in fants, 2 scalahie to 400t

& Runllt-im 50 sheal auln feedar

® [litisan ‘Fasysiar’ software for
Wirdows and Amiga

& it set faciliny

& Resoiution: 360 ¥ 360dm

® ik ribon

® Goloov kit suppiied

ol rian
& 2 year warmanty

£149

NG WAT

CANON BJC4000
COLOU:

BUBBLE JET

MG

,..-.- A

& Speed J fipes per mimno -

10cp af ?-ﬂ;:ps (high spesd) and
173cps fingh qualiy)

® 50 coluam - Ad

® Res: 360 x 360dpi - 720 x 350000
WA Syt PRI i oV

® Fonls: § hpetaces

& Paraitpf fnferface

® §4K input butfer, 41K downipad huffer

® Emulations: LOPS50 X238

Camor anhancag

& AufovTiadic
A A £299
shee! laager MC WAT BT

SIIJI'.:II. E’TDCK A FULL RANGE OF PHINTEHE DRIVES & ﬂCEE$$CIF| ES - CALL FOR DETAILS

{HD & CD-ROM DRIVES MICE & J'STICKS

! Logic 3 Speed Mouse £11.95

Swichale for Amiga ard ST, 300dp
Slve-senaiiae bulinns - MO 4000

- Mega Mouse £9.95
LR high A00des resoluton, 5§ loot cabie
wioniess fngodtip operalion - MOU 16875
Mega Mouse 3 Button £14.95
W above mouse with J bultons - MOU 1881
Quickshot Apache Q5131 £6.99
@ e butions. 6 fool cahle, biognp for
I control, 4 pucton cups - JOT B
Quickshot Starfighter 1 £8.99
B Tk e butcn, G locl cable, thumb
smmmirl, Pands oo auto s - O G467
. Zip Stik Super Pro £9.95
B liolre, micmoewichies. Rani el
{ bR g epsick - JOY 500

MEGA MOUSE

FOR ALL AMIGAS
L] |.|. ra gt -.!'.'ﬂl il
'rnuc

\.liu"l.' ma l'.1'|| al
ancoder

“ ‘i Colour fram

. 25

— ST
el DY e

® Hes: GO0 x 300dm biack and wive

J00 x JO0Ap ooy

& 150 sheele 44, o 1o 15 sovaiopes

® 12 Binlt-im Scalabie Fonts

& 21KE Bufter Memary

® Parallel inlariace

ez (249
hase warranty ENC VAT PRI ST

STUDIO PRO N

PHIHTEH EEIHTF!EILLEH "_‘—'—q

® Prnts pichives
froum disk using
l-'!"'l'-"-'l'-'l.' mamarny
e ONLY
ETEII'Ef.sll.'-I'.]'

Lanansnnnnnng

... E49

og | INC VAT &8

Seagate STI240AG 210me

+ GVP Saftware

£129.00

Upgrades an Amiga 600 or 1200

o a haer

sk model - HAR 0210

CwverDrive Double Speed £179.00

;
-]

lows accass 1o Amiga apecile Chs

nd play CO saltwan - HAR 354C

OwverDrive Quad Speed. . £249.00

A
ar

0181-309 1111

Iowd ACTEEE 1
I||||

1 Amiga. specitic Chs
] F- Iw. 'R H#F"TIE"'

OVERDRIVE HD
(IDE) - 560Mb

FOR THE AMIGA 1200

LNira fast external hard disk. Plugs
e PCMCIA siof - inferface is twice
the speed of fthe imferna

et Can ba

used

along SR
sige e
itermal e

harel drive ‘

® Exterial [DE hard disk for AT200

& Suppieg with
farmaiting
soffware 5249
® Can be vsed 3G | s var s g
sige imlgroal MO

| MICE & J'STICKS 4l CD-ROM & HARD DRIVES

CwerDrive IDE HD 650Mb
Uiira Fagl 5600 Hard Disx
plugs oo PCAMCIA siol - HAR 3544

OwverDrive IDE HD 1260
Ulira fast 1200Mb hard dek
pluge omio PCMCIA siot - HAR 3550

£249.00

£349.00

Panasonic PD System.__ £645.08

Az PO Syshern highbghied Delow, supphied wil

Adspiec 15204 ".vL'"ﬂ oontralar - CORA 4310
650Mb Optical Disk £45.00
For use on Parasonc PO systems - DIS 1500

Panasonic
PD SYSTEM

READ/WRITE OPTICAL DRIVE

@& Quad speed CO-ROM Drive
with GOOK Data Transfer
and 195ms access

@ 650mb re-writable optical desk
drive with removable cartridges
Cartridges (DIS 1500) £45.00

ALL-IN-ONE

NEW £586*

PO WAT T

CRITICAL ZONE PACK

32-BIT SYSTEM - 7 CD TITLES

TITLES

BASED
POWER
CONSOLE

MORE THAN JUST A
GAMES CONSOLE

Critical Zona includes the powerful 32-bit CD
games console with built-in dual speed CD-
ROM drive, an 11 button controller and 7 top
CD-ROM pames. Optional upgrades include
keyboard and disk drive (allowing use of A1200
software) and an MPEG video playback card
dllowing video CDs to be played on the CD®,
e 32-Bit processing power

e Dual speed CD-ROM drive

16.8 miflion colours

Plays audio & CD+graphics CDs
11 button controller

fitles available from £9.99
Optional full screen video

CD module - ccapas e e

OPTIOMAL SX1 MODU LE
| > .

ULTIMATE BOOY Hll’.\‘\»\'l

£i99 £19!§II
SK1 00" BLACKIGYBOARD £38.00 |\ Uur ~cooseo

s

t

1§ WRAKCHEE FREE DENONEIRATIONE AWAILARLL

axDen
Pt

e

THE SILICA SERVICE

Balora you dacids WHEN 10 biry, we suggest you corsiger WHERE o buy and
pofsc your envesimeni with 8 purchase Trom Silea
wl expertisa, wa will provide all The exins
irarmation you may noeed both now and in the Riure. Buy ¢
ol our lofes, o febum the coupon now and begin o acperance ha

Whth our unmvalisdg
Felp, advice and now

23 STORES

NATIONWIDE

[igtertams - s
Detestans - o tst 51 D' Win
CHELMSFORD [iebemiams - o oot 27 High 5
Dpeatams -iow i _11-01 "|rl"1F_rr1

WRISTAL
* CARDIFF

CROVDON
GLABEOW  Despabgas -

GUILOFORD
rnm [lnﬂf-:n'i-
Dok -

then mosi oihar Mpulsr supphers

17 YEARS EKFEHIEHEE

Silica has been estabashed oy avr 17

yEas, lnng

| Aroven frack record in professional computar salkes

It helore wou ||m1 WO punch
1

anet has a amw Qoods

WE FHIBE MATCH

Diwbenkams - i

& . _ Sl :
rase from o Silea g
ottared @l a lower :'!f!_rl .|
ditor, wa wall match them an Haraoy

Price bass. For customers LUToN [iensntam

ﬂFEH UH“L ? wm will match ather mail mgﬂj fenerum
PM | order g p iding Shes chalivary AYMOUTH  Deentarn-
Mtail qroer Aines are opes Mos-Fii Sam % Tpm and St e chape). Ad p subject b0 our - .‘.:.
% 5.30pm. Call yoeor local sdovs lor shap epening tmes ciompettar hisng the sinck ;n;;i"il;% ﬁ""' L.]
- 1 T
HOW TO PAY WE OFFER DISCOUNTS | &
L I i | Tt h Bt Et | G w:ur L =
# accepl most mape credil cards, cash, cheque o To Business, Education and Govemmen| purchasers e T
monihly lerme (APR 19 9% - wrillen ',|||1|l‘". Of FEqUEST) wiho placs volums ciders ...|||I"11I'II 308 (88A i E mﬁ[‘ :L -I
ik
* THURRDLX lsheri

EREI}IT TEH MS AVAILABLE

2 Techmical Helplneg
:ll.ﬂ' 7S avaikabie on request

1.1‘1--;

WE SUFFDHT_"I'DU r

« D181-308 1111 angd l-lma-

MAIL DRDER & HEAD OFFICE: Silica House, Hatheriey Road, Sidcug, Kerd, D14 40X

T

5l Jane ﬂiml

BLOUCESTER  Debeahamy - um it 1o -":-.ur Hi48-192 2101

_Debeatams - b WA

%DEBFR&MS

LT O 0 Wt i ok M (e

-309 1‘F11 DH Fll.-._l'UHN T'HE CID-IJ ON

a4 &0K

179 1
'Emn;“ﬁ Please send rma an Amiga brochure - free of ¢ r.-r;',-r
245 3551 Pleass sand detailed mfarmatan on the followng producds
B0-Be3 45t
Ia1-d1 ke

P48 18130
Nar-E7 0K
Fl& 1755
nam
HNT1-580 S0
HTi-560 00
T30 124
HEz Han
HE1-132 bl
HTa b
1TOd 7edse
114276 1
114256 g
NE-H2 B
17m 2eE
170 45
BI70E BEISET

MriMrsiizsMs

Smam

B [Home)

Tel (Warki

Whiich compulgris], il any, do you own?

\//\\//\\//\




—|| COVERDISKS

+n

CygnusEd

Double soffware package =

PLUS: 7ot Mol - sabslen! B dnvs
IFF bk b = WALI BFF phunit msnspul BEY

tntracting
(ouerDisks files

f you have already booted this
month's CoverDisks, you may
have noticed a slight change to
normal, We are now using Commodore’s
installer utility to try and make extracting
the archives as easy as possible for you,

To extract any single archive, simply
double-click its icon and follow the on-
screen instructions. If you want to quickly
extract the program to RAM, select the
NOVICE level on the welcome screen and
press proceed once on the current screen,
and then again on the next. The program
can now be found in your RAM disk.

You also have the option of using a
floppy disk. If you pick this option make
sure you have a blank formatted disk at
the ready, and if you only have one disk
get ready for lots of disk swapping and a
long wait.

The Amiga installer neads to be told
whars to extract the files to. Simply
click on the appropriate destination

td'able goods

5 5 o & 1000 100 v Bt
s CONETT [P NI LT T T —

R Py ——————— T T 1 ——

4§ R | e e S P | s 1 e | e ——————

Amiga Computing

NOVEMBER 1985

(ygnustd

Author: CygnusSoftware
Workbench: 1.3

A good text editor is essential for every
Amiga owner. From just being able to
alter your user-startup to writing your e-
mails, you cannot get away from the
need for this essential utility. Let's face
it, the standard Ed that comes with
Waorkbench is pretty feeble in both the
power and looks department, with
Commodore doing a typical good job of
ignoring all its own style guides.

CygnusEd purports to be the fastest
text editor available for the Amiga, and
probably any computer. Once you have
tried it | am sure you will agree that
whether you are writing a ten line e-
mail or need to view a 10,000 line man-
ual, CygnusEd will let you happily jump
to any point in the text, read, write and
modify the file in a blink of an eye.
Even your basic AB00 will handle kilo-
bytes of text without breaking into a
sweat.

| am sure most of you are quite profi-
cient with using a keyboard and the
language of your choice, and with
these basic skills you should find
CygnusEd a doodle to use and should

Workbench 2 users can open CygnusEd on any public screen

be able to produce reams of text in no
time at all.

As CygnusEd has evolved over the
last eight years it has picked up some
pretty impressive and very useful fea
tures along its way. Potentially one of
the most useful or litesaving functions i§
the extremely comprehensive undo/reda
option. Basically, CygnusEd has &
unlimited undo buffer, only restricted b
how much memory you want it to bé
able to use.

Most editors at the most only allo
you to undo/redo the last action or ling
worth of text. Well there’s nona of thi
pussy footing about for CygnusEd. |
you have a big encugh undo buffer yo
could delete every line from a text, ant
then simply by pressing right Amiga |
you can watch as the entire text mags
cally reappears line by line in front @
yOUr Very eyes,

ADJUSTMENTS

The Environment menu in Cygnus =_
actually consists of three 'hidden
menus, letting you adjust almost ---r
aspect of the editor — from the typical
options of screen size, font type an
word wrap to the more unusual ong
such as letting you adjust the screel
scroll borders and the exact fal
positioning.

Another unusual feature is the
CygnusEd handles multiple files. If ya
choose to open another document th
CygnusEd screen will split into tWe
allowing you to view and edit both at i
same time. This is very handy if yo
need to look at some reference mater
while doing some writing, and is bei
than having to resettle with muitipl
windows. '

For all you people out there w
Workbench 2 or above you are going|
be able to take advantage |
CygnusEd's comprehensive ARexx pot
Now, most people might be wonderif
what's the point of an ARexx port on
text editor? Well for starters, al
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‘programmers out there will be able to
- get CygnusEd to automatically save and
compile the current program they are
working on, all from the comfort of
CygnusEd. If you wanted, you could get
it o save off different versions each
lime you compile.

Possibly of more interest to Joe
Bloggs is the fact that CygnusEd has a
yersatile macro function which lets you
fecord a8 number of different keystrokes
‘and menu functions which can then be
fepeated over and over again. What is
the point in that? Well, | will tell you. If
you have a long list that needs reformat-
ting. why should you have to do the
same thing for every line? All you have
10 do is record a macro, showing what

you want to be repeated for each line.
Once that is done you can then get
CygnusEd to do all the hard work by it
repeating the macro for each and every
line.

TOTAL SUPPORT

Included with the CygnusEd package
are a number of support programs =
Ed, MacEd and RecoverCED files, Ed
is a small program that can be used to
launch the main CygnusEd executable.
You do not have to use this to run
CED, but if you use it there are a num-
ber of advantages. Firstly, it allows you
to run CygnusEd in a dormant state,
meaning the main CED window will not
appear. Then, when you want to use

COVERDISKS ||

Faulty (ouerDislss

If you should find your Amiga
Computing CoverDisk damaged or
faulty, please return it to:

TIB Ple, TIB House, 11 Edward
Street, Bradiord, W. Yorks BD4
7BH.

Please allow 28 days for delivery

CED it will appear straight away. Using
Ed, it is also possible to load a file
directly into a copy CED that is already
up and running.

MacEd has nothing what so aver to
do with Macs, you will be glad to know.
It lets you create and modify
CygnusEd's macros away from the main
program.

Finally, RecoverCED files is a handy
little program which, if your machine
crashes while you are working on a doc-
ument, will try its best to recover those
files. It is not guaranteed 100 per cent,
but any chance of getting lost files back
is better than none at all.

If you are having problems with any
of CygnusEd's functions then there is
an extremely comprehensive Amiga
Guide document detailing every aspect
of CygnusEd. Other than that, the best
way of finding out about CygnusEd's
functions is just to try out all of those
lovely menu items. >

Mandc000

Author: Cygnus Software

Y

wWorkbench: 2.04

Mand2000 has to be the best fractal exploration
program available for the Amiga computer. It pro-
vides a super simple interface combined with a
stupityingly fast screen update.

Exploring a fractal in Mand2000 is simply a
matter of double-clicking where you want to go
and you will instantly zoom into the area you
chose. If you want to decrease the zoom amount
just press the D key, and you zoom straight out.
Also, If you want to move to a slightly different
position, simply click on the Mandelbrot and slide
the area to where you want it.

Cne of the impressive parts of Mand2000 is the
window approach it takes. You can literally have
dozens of separate fractal windows open all
showing different parts of the Mandelbrot set —
you can even have a separate window open
showing what part of the Mandelbrot you are cur-
rently looking at. The program is not restricted o
only the Mandelbrots as it will also allow you to
axplore the Julia set.

If you own an AGA machine, Mand2000 lets
you access a bewildering number of screen
modes, supporting Ham8 and Hamé screens

resolutions all the way up to 1280x512 — allowing
every window you open to have its own separate
paletta.

The real problem with trying to explore fractals
is that the deeper you go into themn, the longer il
takes to produce each screen. Mand2000 give
you a number of options to allow you to preview or
speed up the screen drawing process. Firstly, you
can change the number of iterations the computer
will perform — decreasing the number of iterations

e

increases the screen speed, but reduces detail.

The other option you can use is the number of
passes Mand2000 will make to draw the screen.
The effect is that on the first pass the picture is
highly pixelated, with each successive pass adding
more detail to the screen. If you only want a rough
idea of what you are looking at this Is an excellent
feature because you can interrupt the
drawing process and keep on moving around the
fractal.
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Author: Magnus Holmgren
‘ Waorkbench: 2.04

Every one must have seen the
Windoze startup picture, with the little
blocks all evaporating away. |t may
u seem a trivial point but it's quite nice to
have some sort of picture to look at

while you wait for Workbeneh to load.
Commodore may not have seen a
reason for including some sort of boot
picture, but from all the small utilities
and the number of boot pictures that
H pop up on the Aminet, most of us seem
|- to want one. A boot picture that is.
|

I PicBont

PicBoot was one of the earliest boot
picture utilities | can remember. This
latest version provides you with load of
options. For starters, it can handle both
GIF and IFF files, and the routine that
unpacks them is extremely fast — so the
time it takes to boot up your computer
is not changed too much.

If you use the xpk compression
libraries, PicBoot will even handle IFFs
that have been compressed. It is also
possible to fade in and out your chosen
picture, which looks quite flash, and will
even fade in Workbench if you so wish.
AGA owners will also have the benefit
of a silky smooth 24-bit fade.

All you people with a collection of dif-
ferent possible boot pictures will be
pleased to know that PicBoot can use a
script file to randomly choose one of
the pictures. So you will never get
bored with the same picture being
flicked up every time you boot your
machine.

Banish that blank boot screen and add a

[louds

nuthur Krzysztof Kobus
'orkbench: 2.04

To quote the author: “Clouds is the first program
on the Amiga platform giving you visual model-
ling and realistic animation of the turbulent
motion of clouds. It is based on spectral synthe-
sis method. The method employs a variety of
intuitive parameters describing natural properties
of clouds phenomena, as cloudiness, contrast,
wind direction, strength of wind, and turbulent
changes.

“Such a wide range of controls allows a cre-
ative animator to generate all kinds of clouds,
gases, mists and so forth. Resulting images can
then be used as backgrounds, textures in 3-D
programs, or alpha channel information - to
mention just a few possibilities,”

Blimey, sounds pretty impressive does it not?

Basically, Clouds will produce beautifully anim-
ated clouds that will roll across your screen with
such majesty, you will be instantly relaxed. Well, |
feel better already.

Animate clouds with Clouds

[ent Read

Author: Martin Blom

Workbench: 2.04

Slagging off the standard Commodore utilities is always a favourite hobby of mine and it
has to be said that ‘'more’ is pretty dire. What you need is a decent text reader. Well lo
and behold, it looks like Martin Blom had the same idea.

Text Read is a powerful style guide compliant text reader and will happily handle xpk'ed
and power packer files. Some of the nice features of Text Read are the search facility,
jump to line/percentage, and a handy scroll bar to let you quickly scan through any docu-
ment. It is also possible to specify what font and screen mode you want, and print and

save of the current document.

A decent lext reader is
an invaluable addition
to anyone's ulility
collection

Pic Uiew

Workbench: 3.0
Magic User Interface

the moment.

Author: Holger Papajewski

This could be just the thing for
anyone with a large catalogue of
pictures on their hard drive, or
any of the picture CDs that are
fioating around the PD house at

Pic View allows you to produce
a catalogue of all your pictures, It
is very simple to operate as you
use the file requester to select yeu quickly access all your collection
which pictures you wish to cata-
logue, and go. For each picture a thumb nail, grey-scale representation is produced.
Once the catalogue is made, you scroll through the list of images and double-click
on an images to display that particular picture, or just get certain information about the
picture — such as its size, name and where it is. If you have a large collection, it is pos-
sible to group related pictures together, making finding a particular image much easier,
Pic View uses datatypes to import the various pictures, so whatever picture
datatypes you have, pic view will handle. Currently, that could include IFF, PCX, BMP,

Jpeq, Targa, Mac Paint, Tiff, PNG and even Klondike card sets.

little eolour to your life with BootPic

NOVEMBER 19895
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ATt

Author: Gordon Fecyk
Workbench: 2.04

imiga Type Engine allows you 1o use the
gihora of outline fonts that are available
) the commercial and public domain.
ssentially, it allows you to access Adobe
yoe 1 and 3 outline fonts just as though
hey were normal Amiga bitmap or
Bompugraphic fonts.

All you need to do to use ATE is copy
iy postscript fonts you have into the
SFont drawer and voila, next time you
jop up a font requester there will be a
st of new fonts available for you to use,
{any of your art or writing packages, or
st for Workbench.

The only font provided with ATE is
galled funky font - it's not too useful but
il give you an idea of how ATE works.
here are plenty of disks and CDs that
jave shareware PSfonts on them, and if
U got our cover CD there was a com-
jlgte section devoted to fonts, so you
hould now have a completely new
ection of fonts at your disposal,

BMP Datatype

Author: Gunther Nikl
Workbench: 3.0

{5 another BMP datatype, but you proba-
i have one already so why would you
yant a new one. Well, the old BMP
atype only handied the Windoze EMP
at, and would only load 16 and 256
lour pictures. When |BM released OS/2,
hey decided they wanted their own spe-
gl version just to keep things nice and
neompatible. This new version will handle
both the 1BM and OS/2 version of BMP.

Font Datatype

Author: Michael Letowski
Workbench: 3.0

i we are a friendly bunch down here at
a Computing we talk o each other,
and seeing as we mentioned the Font

~ |FF Master

Author: Kay Drangmeister
Magic User Imerface

ve you ever wondered what
rked in the deepest, darkest,
fankest depth of your IFF files?
Il probably not. This is a fairly
ndy little program that lets you
ke about with the insides of IFF

FF files are split up into
unks, each chunk containing
ffarent information about the file. For example, an ILBM file has a bitmap header
and colour map chunks. IFF master knows aboul these, so can show you the
| paletie used by an ILBM, and also the dimensions and other information about the
piciure.,

TFf Uiew

Author: Bert Wynants
Workbench: 2.04

If you remember, last month we had a Tiff datatype
on the CoverDisk. Well, from the same author we now
have Tiffview. The title of the program is a little mis-
leading because as well as being able to view Tiff
files, there are a whole host of options and functions
available for you.

For starters, Tifftview directly supports IFF, Tiff,
Jpeg, GIF and MacPaint picture formats, as well as
any datatypes you may have. You then have a whole
choice of display options. Firstly, you can choose
what screen mode you want the picture to be dis-
played in — cbviously AGA and graphic card owners
have a nice advantage here.

You can then choose from five dithering methods
which improve the visual quality, along with how
many colours the image should be dithered to. This is
helpful if you do not have a 256 colour display

COVERDISKS |}

An axtremely versatile picture viewer that
will handle many different formats

Once an image is loaded, Tiffview can act as a mini
image converter, letting you save off a picture either
as an IFF, Tiff or Jpeg. if you choose to use Jpeg you
have a choice about the quality of the saved image.
As Jpeg is a lossy picture format, a high comprassion
ratio means lower image quality, while a low

because it greatly improves the image quality.

datatype in the publishing page, | thought
it might be nice to have it on the
CoverDisk — aren't | a gent? What do you
mean, no?

Anyway, this datatype will let you view
any installed system fonts in MultiView. All
you do is drop load the blar.font file and
the next thing you know, you will have a
large picture with all the available charac-
ters in that font. If you want, it is then pos-
sible to save off the picture so you can do
any number of nasty things to it.

Flicks

Author: Peter McGavin
Workbench: 2.04

With more Amiga owners getting access
to the Internet and CD-ROMs, you are
more likely to come across other piclure
and animation formats. One of the widely
used animation formats on the PC is FLI
or FLC. Animations in this format are
mainly produced by Autodesk Animator
(Pro) and Autodesk 3D Studio, as well as
many other PC programs.

Flick is an excellent FLI player, and lo

Another lovely MUl program, IFF Master lets
you guickly access all your collection

compression ratio leads to better image quality.

glorious 256 colours.

Author: John Bickers
Workbench: 2.04

To continue with the animation theme, TAPavi allows you to view
the standard Windoze video format AV]. The main advantage of
AV over FL| is that it allows animations fo include sound, and il
was designed to play back animations direct off disk. In some ways
it is similar to the CDXL format.

TAPavi will handle a number of different types of AV files,
including both 8 and 16-bit colour modes. If you have an AGA
machine then you will be able to view any of the animations in

As for sound, TAPavi will happily allow you to play both 8 and
16-bit sound out through the Amiga's normal audio. One problem,
however, is that if your machine cannot play back an animation at
its full frame rate, the sound may be a little corrupt, but this
happens on PG so it's only to be expected.

[APaui
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use it just double-click the nasty looking
icon and use the requester to pick your
chosen animation. Even though Flick
runs under 2.04, it supports a great deal
of advanced options. It will take full
advantage of Workbench 3 by using the
new OS double buffering routines.

Users with either EGS or Cybervision
graphics cards will be able to use flick
directly on them. AGA owners are not left
out as Flick will allow you to replay ani-
mations in there full 256 colour glory. If
you have a CD32, Flick will even use the
Akiko chip.

There are also numerous other replay
options for OCS or ECS owners which
allow different replay modes depending
on what number of colours you would
like, For those extra large animations,
Flick will spool directly off a disk, and all
the options can be changed in the icons
tools types.

Considering all FLI animations have 1o
be converted from chunky to planar, you
get very good replay speeds on a plain
A1200 — even when spooling on a CD.

[E—
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Mand2000 order form 1

Please rush me:
'j Mand2000 at $29.95
_| Mand2000 CD-ROM at $44.95

Deliver to:
Mame (Mr/MraMsMiss)

A

Address

Postcode Daytime phone
| wish to pay by:

[ Credit card

CadNo. [T T TILLTTICITTICTTT] ©wiyDae [/

Please send your order form to:
Micro R&D, Attn: Amiga Computing Mand2000 Offer,
721 'O’ Street, Loup City, Ne 68853, USA

[] Tick this box if you do not wish fo receive promotional material from other companies
----—-—-----

Amiga Computing
NOVEMBER 1985

i

flow you've had a chance to see what our coverdisks can
do, why not upgrade tﬂ the full version of Mandz000

Mandzaan O ALg-4 10 17

Available for only $29.95 on di
or even better value CD-ROM

® The release version of Mand20002
is reqularly priced at $44.95. Howeve
Amiga Computing readers can upg
to the release version for the dlscou
price of $29.95. The full release versi
allows unlimited saving of colour
mapped, HAM and IFF24 images, a
has no annoying requesters.

® Mand2000 also has the facility to
produce fractal zoom animations. Yot
set up the start pointin the fractal, sa
where you want to go and how many
frames it should take. Click on proceé
and then go off and have your tea.
you get back there should be a fracté
animation you can impress your mat
with.

® There is also a Mand2000 CD- Ol
containing the full release version of
software, plus a full CD-ROM wnrth
images and animations in a wide var
of resolutions, including NTSC, PAL,
FrameStore and D1 video. Perfect fo
video professional or fractal hobbyis

® The CD-ROM version is regularly
priced at $59.95, but Amiga Comp u
readers can upgrade to the CD-H Ol
containing over 30,000 frames of ‘f *
spectacular animation, for just $44.9;



COMPUTER CENTRE
sardware

MAL000T 040 25mhz £2179.99
A4000T 040 50mhz £2469.99
Specifications
A4000 Tower Case, 8Mb Memaory,
1.76 H.Density floppy drive, |.2 Gig-
SCSI Drive, Scala MM-300 Preinstalled.
New!! Amiga A 1200
'Christrmas 95 Pack'

Boffwwrs pach decais nex ssailable &t Vive of puing to
e cal for decaily

Only!! £389.99
AI200with 1 70Mb HardDrive
Onlylt £489.99
Get your order in early as
UK stocks are limited.

5nly £59.99

 The amiting new graphics tahlet tor the
Mmipn deveboped weth the elp of Fiest
Computers. 1% rated o Amiga Shopper
I‘ i

HOW TO ORDER LOW COSTDELIVERY Ielephone

r Cre

SHOWROOM J‘IBDPE"S
DEPT. AC, UNIT 3, ARMLEY PARK
COURT, STANNINGLEY RD,
LEEDS, L5012 2AE.

b

/

4 @Standard delivery
82-3 Week Days
®Next Weelk Day

®Allpricesinclude VAT @ 17,
®Large showroom with parking

®Multi-million pound company

® Overseas orders welcome
®Educational purchase orders welcome

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Hard Drives

-1 3.5"Hard

% A Disk Drives
with A1 200/
600 install kit

'Warecommend 1.5%
driwed be oted by qualified
EOMMIPUEST S5 ST |
inc. software, cables and instructions

420Mb..£143.99 540Mb...£159.99

850Mb..£ 199,99 1.05Gig..£146.99

3.5"Hard Drive upgrade
only!!£18.99

Includes sat up software,
full instructions, no Hard

Fitting service availabis |
required.

Floppy Drives
SONY Deluxe 3.5"External

Drive only!t £49.99

O pwitch, Through part, Anti-click,
Anti-virus seitch, |2 month warranty and a
tough durable metal case. Works an all
Armiga's. Excellent value

PRIMA | . 44Exr. driveonLy
AL 200/600 internal drive
AS00/5004% nternal drive

£84.99
£39.99
€39.99}

Printers

PFirtnbsls mieno primes, 10 page ASF busit .m
BJCTOColour L189.99
sty Pertable colowr prirmesr, 10 page ASF
on B 200ex £207.99
sl high quality =ane prnier. yrtasd TI0 dpi
on BJC4000Colour £289.99

ity palair, pepeer ol srono prinong 380 dpi

on BJCé00e Colour £412.99
shasoad, dedcabed cobur proeer, vircesl T10 #pl
HEWLETT®
PACKARD
£179.99
£36.99
£385.99
: HFSFIaserprml.f-r £719.99
EPSON

Epson Stylus colour 449 99

i, |00 whst ASF_ Pl si rnibesd bechnclogy

! Epson Stylus Pro £799.99

(T Tl s, Cmborur ik Jon. Az Bheset Fesder Buis in

310/540 CuinurKu:

£1.9%9

LIZFY

[4.99

£1.49

£7.%%

(SN 5

8,99

L5.99

5 L1399

I lfspl"lﬂfnrmnnnrihb-nni L1199

MOST OTHER MAKES AVAILABLE
PREMIER-INK

Cartridge Refills
8 fernans in running costs with your
lbubble jet. Compatible with the HP
l waries, Canon B] 10200800 1 30/308)
30, Sear 840, Cirizan Prajet and mamy

Full rangs of colours available.
L6.79
£11.99
L19.99
L17.59
{125ml)y £24.99

Miscellaneous

L1199
E£17.99
LT
£4.9%
L6, 59
£8.9%
L1219y
£9.9%9

er Switch Box 3 way
ter Stands (Universal)
I.B Metre printer cable
I Metre printer cable
§ Metre printer cable
[0 Metre printer cable
lel port extensicn cabyle

Citizen printers have a 2 yoar guarantee
ABC Colour printer C145.99

umple {38 #ady 53 ABEC] 40 wse 14 pin prinise. Covss 5
shandand wth 44 sheat Ao diesr leese
Trmrtnr deed gnpiianal at 417 78

I 0114 8 ¥ brghs wickaut t elowr apties

Projetll Colour £149.99

Hrw coliar aikjel prnter wit built i W e edes

MNEW!Projet I mono EPOA,
High quality TI0 dpl mioss e, 1 plpdm, 1 pear
warrancy

e -
S@ir
CIFETE
Star LC 1009 pin Colour L121.99
# pin colosr prisser, 8 WL denes, | B9 cpy drait

Star LCY0?pin mono £102.99

¥ s mane peister, S8F built in, puth raccer aptiana
Searl C£4024pinmnnn ENNT.99
14 g mono printer, 197 opd deal, with &5F baile in
Star LC240C 24 pin Colour £ 34.99
14 pin coloar prismes AEF Bulit in, 4 L fant

Star 5] 44Colour £2119.99

Sounning iffoedaiile colur tharmal tranesr prer, e
----- nf costa, F pipies mans, 1.4 i

Ink Cartridges
Canon B] | 0/Star 5]48
Canon Bj100/230
Canon BJ30 (1 pack)
Canon BJC 70 mono {3 pack)
Canon BJC 70 colour (3 pack) {]46.9%
Canon B)C 4000 colour (single) £ | 5,99
Canon B)C 4000 mono (singla)  (7.99
Canon BJC 4000 mononighcsp, {10.99
cannnﬂicbﬂﬂcmnnm.rgw £10.49
Canon B|C 600e colour L8.99
HF.Deskjot colour £16.99
HP. Deskjet double monao £14.99
HP. Deskjet 660 double mono  £15 99
HP.Deskjet 460 colour £17.9%
Epson Stylus mono £15.99
Epson Stylus colour £36.99
Star 5] | 44 monolcolour (single) {8 39

Covers

All printer dust covers

Paper

£5.99

Frices apply andy wh adered with printar

o i L Pasdetl divect e the showroam
Fanfold (tractor feed) 500 sheets (4 99
Fanfold (tractor feed) | 000 sheets g, 99
Fanfold {tractor foad) 2000 shestsy | 799
Single sheet 500sheets 4. 99
Single sheet 1000sheets LB.79
Single sheet 2000 sheets LI7.99
Epson Stylus 720 dpi paper pack {1799
rp loe 1080 sheets £5.08 whes purchased

WL oA e

Printer repair specialists call for guots ]
I

Dinliwe

1.5" Hard Drives for
AS00/A 1200 with

installation kit

Inc. software, screws, cables
and instructions

AMAZING 80Mb...£89.99

LOWEST I130Mb..£109.99
PRICES 250Mb...£]139.99
EVER 340Mb..£189.99

Al droves supplisd by The Fint Compster Centrs have
r=inimum | manth wiressnp sl gre besiod by messs
i W% enmpachiibey

WHEN IT COMES TO HARD
DRIVES WE ARE THE CHEAPEST
AMD THE BEST, 5O CALL US FIRS

Scanners
Power Scanv4. £89.99

258 proenls on AGH Amigas, &4 glicale non AGA

Power ScanCol £174.99

24 hit ¢olgir scanner, |67 prilloe coloury

Alguha Scan800 £99.99

i 256 pircale. works on all Amiges

Eha Scan 256 £139.99
pET

ade Sull OCH sofrwiira HD reg in use OO

Vgson GTB500 £549.99
Cotowr flatbed scanner ParalislSC5 nierface buit in
\ At Dieparmment scanving sofowars, price 089 99
e ——

Supra:s

Suprag-gi Xmodem )88

W Upos | 15,2000 [vidiis) @ Cls | & 3 Fas

W Sieer & Ldapiivr fnywer W Ui LED Dhplay
W ¥4 Sranidard W Flagh ROM

® HCamm Sobware & 5 Vour Warrancy

This svessdem bas bell 14800 bmasl, bchodng ¥V :tha,
V.51, W.Xlbis, W3, VI, MNPL5, V.41, W4Tk, Class |
& 1 comemanas, W 80 Greup | Fax. Inciudes fres

emadEm o w ol Fasiets & coble

only£134.99

£2.95 NE
£4.95
Delivery subject to stock availability

| [:Robotics

WE .I!L REFERRE[& USR DEALERS

288
only £193.99

featurss V34, 16,600 BPS,

Peripherals

Viperll28MMU (45,99
Viperll40EC £189.99
Roboshift MK | £9.99
NewMegaMouse+ £12.99
Mega Mousessodpi £]1.49
True Mouselods  £]0.99
Crystal Trackball £34.99
ZyFi-1Speakers £26.99
ZyFiProSpeakers{£57.99
Amiga Modulator £314.99
Amiga PSU £34.99
SPECIAL LIMITED OFFERI!
Workbench 2.1 software

upgrade
only £29.99

Kiclostart .04 L30,99
Kickstart 1,05 (for use in AS00) £10,99
Fatter AgnesBIT5-14 L2699
Super Denise ;
8571-0328 Keyboard controlleri |
ClA B5204A 11D controlier i
68881 Co Pro 1Smhe PLCC

68881 CoPro33mhz PLCC

Turbotech realtime clock
cartridge £17.99 fits any Amiga

Ol

LR R

13 231-9444

£1.95 Z4dHRMAIL ORDERSERVICE FAX:0113231-9191
W!BBS Sales & Technical line TEL: 0113 231-1422

AMIGA REPAIR
CENTRE

FIRST

M.‘H -nm- ‘ﬁlh-m

ACD-300 . my

W Larps LCD igeerat e pased X I
WEC D etae -
I EP | e— [ |

Whain O o oy mtion e
Wiupperta Kpd;‘"uuw::::llumg I 6? ?9

PRIMA Sharewars CD ROM
valued at £9.9% FREE! with owory

ﬂl'l’-lw for the ANVA ACD-300 drive,

Sanyo-H
S ALy C12699
”EE: imw.m KB rmﬁi! -]-339

wFully SC81 1| cormpatible 5ix ypeed drive

GVF 4UUB+4r| RAH carvi [I 19 9?
HCSI Ilmllrn-:-f.-d'hrhghntnmml.l.

S5 g uirrelscsiinterface
h .

t with drive, L5499 separate.

AR awr monitors comply to UK
specifications, AN momitors cofme
complets with connecting leads®,

Microvitec
Autoscan 1438

L8 dpd, 15138 KHEz, all
Amiga modes, AGA
compatibbe, Mo ausdia, il
& swivell stand.

only £274.99

*A[100's require on adapter £6.7§

TR

= Modorr

Suprag=ii XModem 144.c
V.32 bis (14400 baud)

Liree cont serwon of tae climsis W1 TRy Fas srdem
Featirss i rirlosm budl clam | fax ondy and LED deapdag

now only £96.99

Suzry maoderi v el BART spperoesd, fowsser chey
prrform an wal & often gt perfoes BABRT approesd
Fridadiierd sfers Musieers haee 1 3 yeor bmied warrassy

ml 44 £131499

Amazing price reduction on
Courier Dual Sandard V34+
£287.99 Now 33,600 bps.

EASY ACCESS FROM M&l, M| and the &

LEEDS
cITY

AL ) EENTRE

LIVING
WORLD

7 ARMLE
GYRATORY

Me1METI

£45.00

1 T e

' I-T.ijnm-ww#nﬂ!

-rn-n mmhy Arrriey prratery

Realise the full porential of

A1200 with the Prima Technol

trapdaor RAM expansion, includ
time clock

I MBRAM
1MB RAM
4MBRAM
BMBRAM
1MB & 311 MHz CO PRO
4MB & 31 MHz CO PROD
BMBA&IIMHzCOPRD ;3129.99
Part exchange available on ,ru.ur

old memory, Call for pri

PRIMA #.SI:II} 5 |1k RAM (no rlu}:l«:#{ 1999
PRIMA ASDD Plus | Mb RAM L1999
1 PRIMA AL00 | Mb RAM (no clock); 19.9%

I Mb 71 Pin SIMM
1Mb 71 Pin SIMM
4MbT1PinSiMM
BMHbTIPinSIMM
Ié Mb 71 pin SIMM
| Mk '||":||_|.n S51MMH
A4Mb 310 pin SIMM
154 by 4 DRAM (DILs)
| Mb by 4 ZIPPS (each)£3.99
156by 4 ZIPPS (each}L5.99
Part exchange available on your
old memory, Call for pg

(eachplé. 99

L3149 £4.49

iy £l1.9%
L15.9% LBy
L19.99 C15.99
£51.99 £61.4%
£118,9% L142.99
L111.99 £153.99

LT
EBLOUR
Disk labels
500 £6.99

1000£9.99

Re-Mark-lcdisk labelsx 10 £7 49
10 Capacity box £0.99
30 Capacity lockablebox 399
100 Capacity lockable box 5 49
20 Capacity Banx box £10,99
*150 Capacity Possobox  £20.99
100 Capacity CDholder  £4.99
*add £1.00 delivery if purchasing |ust one Posso
or Banx box. Mormal de

N pAher

CD ROM Software

THEBIGGEST SELECTIONINTHECOUNTRY
ALLAT THE BEST PRICES...FROM THE NO.| IN CD-ROM

17 Bit Collection (Double)
17 Bit Continuation

I' T Bit Phass 4

17 BR/LSD compendium |
17 B/LSD compendium 2
Adule Sensations (Over |8's)
Aminet §

BAminet &

Mewf! Aminet 7

Aminet collection (Box set 4 CD%)
Newf! Amos Users CD Ver 1
Animations (Double)
Assassing (Double)

BCINet |

BCIMet 1

CAM q’Dnuhle}

CD-PD |

CD-PDZ

CD-PD 3

Cch-PD 4

DemoCTD |

DemoCD 1

Euroscene

Fractal Universe

Fresh Fish &

E:.I:an.}l

GaobdFish |

L£18.9%
£14.49
C14.4%
L1699
L6979
L17.9%
£12.4%
Cld.4%
L1449
L1449
£16.99
£17.49
C14.99

a9y

L8.99
£11.49

L899

L899

LB.99
LI3.9y

LB.59

L899
L12.49
Li7.49
L27.49

L8599
L14.49

GoldFish 1

Grafix Sensations
NewllGroliers Encyclopedia 2
Musions in 10D

Light ROM

Light Warks

Magie lllusions

Meeting Pearis |

Mot ing Pearlall [
MultiMedia Toolic 2 I:?x CD's) ¢17
Metwork CD

New Pricell Prima CD Val. |
Professional Gifs

Proffessional Uitilities

Sounds Terrific {Double)

Space And Astronomy

Spectrum Sensations

The Beauty of Chaos

NewfTen on Ten pack | | 0xCD's)
NewllUPD Gold CD (4 x CD's)
MewiMyorld OF Pinups 2

WPD Hottest 4

WPD Hottest 5

Wierd Science Fonts

Weird Science Clipart

Wierd Science Animation

MNewll T oom

£14.49
LI7.4%

FREE!! Prima Shareware CD-ROM worth £ I
‘with every order of CD-ROM software over £30 ,




REVIEW

0 out of 10 Software continue
their educational series with
Essential Science, a collection of
six games designed to educate the 5 to
12-year old. To cope with such a wide
age range, the package has a user-defin-
able level of difficulty and the child can
progress in a set of clear-cut stages.
Games vary from Steamer, where you
must choose correct measuraments, for
example, to Shuttle, a cunningly dis-
guised educational asteroids game that
. requires the player to identify the correct
animal. Spectrum aims to give the player
scientific facts i an interesting way, such
as identifying parts of the body or parts of
a flower. Space Walk also requires the
identification of certain objects from a
given description, and Microscope lets the
child uncover facts as if under a
Microscope.,
| Marks are awarded for every game and
stars given for each section which tell the
i child how much progress has been made.
The parent or teacher can also check
. progress as four different colours indicate
| levels of success. Red indicates help
needed, yellow signifies practice needed,
green is given for full marks, and blue
medals are for continued success.

UNAPPEALING

At first glance, though, it's hardly an
appealing package. And what instantly
strikes about Essential Science is the
appalliing graphics. it would be an insult to
the Spectrum ZX to say the graphics
resembled one of their earlier games
because these are probably worse. When
most doting parents are buying PCs for
their precious Luke or Lucy to educate
them through glossy multimedia pack-
ages, then there’'s nothing more guaran-
teed to make the 'educational Amiga’ die
a death than ugly titles like this.

Fortunately though, it's content that
matters, and Educational Science is rela-
[ tively proficient in this area. The activities
' ara varied enough and will suit children in
this range. Some are very good such as
the measuring exercises and they do
teach some of the rudimenis of science
quite well.

However, at the other end of the scale,
some of the activities defy belief. One of
them requires you to uncover an object
undameath one of the slides as if it were
a microscope. The child then has to

This dire looking game involves directing
the apaceman to the correct object

SCIPNCE

off the frogs legs and putting

Fnnn
.l1l’il|l I! +

One of the activities in Steamer is to read
off the thermomeler measuramanis

uncover the right weather picture with | =
=

the right weather text, for example.
However, some of them look far loo
similar and a younger player is
going to need help initially — an
adult would probably have to think
about it too, For instance, at first it
would seem a bent over tree
would represent wind — that is until
you find a kite and realise this is in
fact wind. This happens on a num-
ber of occasions and it's not that the ‘

exercise is particularly difficult, but more
that the pictures are hard to identify.

The instructions for some of the activi-
ties are also rather bewildering such as,
‘Which here has never been alive at any
tima?' = nicaly put. Or how about, "Which
of these is now dead? where one of the
answers is Turkey Slices. It's enough 1o
make you tumn vegetarian and does little to
help a child's understanding.

COne thing that hasn't really been
thought out is how to maintain the child's
interest. The target age range will have

Learn measuring skills by
filling the beaker to the
right level

o8 Ty
S
e G

Musber of slors .. 12

Bate: 16 fuasst, 1995

“% Wi B ki prosoiritgs

players motivated

NOVEMBER 1995

The appliance of

Forget setting fire to your ruler
with the bunsen burner or cutting

them down your friend’s jumper.

10 put of 10 Software have a new
ok way of teaching science

T
Q< 7

very short attention spans and simpla
things that could have held their interest
such, as sound effects, appear to have
been neglected. The computer pings of
beeps in appropriate places but their i§
little else.

It does redeem itself, though,
with the Certificate system, whare
the players can either print out of
show on screen the progress
made. This would be ideal in &
school situation or where the fam=
ily has two or more children
because it gives the players
something to strive for.

Down the wrong
tracks

This isn't a particularly bad fitle, in fac
some of the activities are quite reason
able, and it has been well structured fa
the wide age range. However, this I8
nowhere near up to the same standar
as their other 10 out of 10 titles,
little more attention to detail would
paid dividends.

The bottom i

Product: Essential Science

Price: £25.85
Software House: 10 out of 10
Tel: 0113 2394627 '

Ease of use
Iimplementation
Value for money
Overall
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t may seem strange that a com-
—H"" pany would release a flicker fixer

in this day of high speed graphic
cards, and the DbiPAL capable AGA chip
sel. A few years ago there was good rea-
son for getting hold of a flicker fixer, as
this was the only way to use 640 x 512
screen resolutions without going blind. So
if all you need to do nowadays is buy a
cheap VGA monitor to access these high
resolutions, why on Earth do you need a
flicker fixer?

If you own an A4000, the options avail-
able to you when it comes to choosing a
manitar are fairly limiting. You either
splash out on an expensive multisync
manitor that will allow you to work in any
resolution, or plump for a cheap VGA
monitor and lose the ability to display any
of the standard low sync screen modes
the Amiga uses.

Whichever option you choose, the only
way you can use the AGA’s high resolu-
tion modes is via the scan-doubled
modes, such as DbIPAL. This comes with
a number of drawbacks — firstly DbIPAL is
horribly slow, especially when you use
more than four bitplanes. The reason for
this is that the DMA channels are so busy
just keeping the display hardware
supplied with screen data that there is
virtually no time left to be able to update
the screen.

VIDEO DRAWBACK

The second drawback is that you can-
not use these screen modes to record
video. This requires using a PAL or
NTSC, if you are American, screen mode.

The addition of the flicker fixer will allow
you to access all the Amiga's screen
modes on a normal VGA monitor. This is
achieved by the flicker fixer scan doubling
the PAL modes up to a rale that normal
WGA monitors can handle. For video peo-
ple this is pretty darn useful, as you can
use an interlaced screen for your video
work without having to actually view those
nasty flickery interlaced screens. It will
even let you play games on a monitor — if
you do that sort of thing.

Installation of the flicker fixer is as easy
as it gets for a Zorro card. The card has
to reside in the A4000's video slot, which
is typically the bottom one. So if the video
slot is already in use, the flicker fixer is

access all the screen
modes you want courtesy

of the flickser firer. el Mohr reviews

not going to be of much use — unless you
like expensive wall decorations, ar you
feel like popping out and buying an
A4000T,

Once the card has been slotted in
place, when you reboot your machine you
can gasp and coo at the new flickerless
screens. If you were already using a
DblPAL screen mode, you will have to first
delete the ScreenMode.prefs file from the
ENVARC:Sys drawer before you can con-
tinue, as the flicker fixer is not too keen on
scan doubling a scan-doubled screen,

You are provided with three video out-
puts — for the monitor a typical VGA 15 pin
RGE output, and for video connection you
have a composite and SVHS sockets.
There is also a single switch that allows
you to choose between the card being
able to display full vertical overscan or

e

1440 horizontal pixels in Super Hi-res *

mode. The switch is provided because the
board cannot automatically detect what
15Khz mode the Amiga is in.

The flicker fixer also provides de-inter-
lacing of other Amiga screen modes.
Primarily Super72 and MultiScan, this will
allow you to use B0Ox600 and 640x1024
gcreen modes flicker free. You should,
however,.check beforehand that your
monitor will be able to cope with those

One problem with the flicker fixer is that all the jumpers used to adjusl the tim-
ing of the picture are nol located at the end, along with the swilch and sockels.
This means if you have any other cards fitted, it is extramely difficull to adjust
the jumpers. You basically end up pulling all your other Zorro cards out in order

cess 1o tham

to get ac

An associated problen

ilso located on the board, which again makes thing

thay did nol do

had a flicker fixer buill in - wh
know — bul the A3ID0D had i:
These problems are not 1

is thal the pot used lor fine

adjusting of the picture is
ry awkward. The A3000
@ same with the A4000 | do not

iled on the outside for easy access.
s pnce the flicker fiker is sal up,

you do nol have 10 access the jJumpers or the pot again.

Amiga Computing

NOVEMBER 1995

sync rates of
up to B4kHz. The
standard flicker fixer is
a PAL-only version — apparently, there i§
a special NTSC version that will allow
Americans to use the SVHS and
composite outputs on NTSC devices.

It you are looking for a complete so
tion that will allow you to display 8
Amiga screen modes, then a flicker fixel
is the only real answer. The AGA flick
fixer is a very nice piece of kit, but eve
50, £400 is an awful lof of money to a8
for it. Especially considering flicker fixe
used to cost £125 a few years ago.

SYSTEM ESSENTIALS

RED = Ezsontial  BLACGK = Recommendad)

| A §000 | '. |
== Free

Multisync 5:'5::!::!“‘“ video

monitor m mmmzmsamm 5|0

The bottom line

Product: AGA Flicker Fixer
Supplier: Power Computing

Price: £399
Phone: 01234 273000
Ease of use e
Implmnt:tlnn R
Valueformoney 4
Overall T

i i
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AnrccAa HARDWARE

X-Link 28,8k Fax & Data Modem . .. .

£132.95
EGI interface. . L E5995  X-Link 4.4k Modem with GP Fax, ., ... £169.95
b 14RT SHVS le Tm £115 95 X-Link 28.B% Modem with GP Fax, .. .. £37195
Time Colour Frame Grabbing All Modems Are BT Approved
B802 Genlock, . ............£15995 Disk Drives
PR MOZSVHS. ... ... ... ....£27995 ASOO Ivernal Floppy Orive. ..........£3595
maga |2 AGA . . oo, £6495  AGDD & AIZ00 Internal Floppy Drive ... £3895
... £14%95  Quad Speed CD Rom Drive for A500 & A 1200
- E20995  with SCSI Interface ... ... ........ . £29995
2.5" 340Mb Incernal IDE Hard drive for A 1200
AR WA SR AT U P T e L W e T £169.95
........... b e E199S 257 S10ME Im:!rnal IDE Hard drive for A 1200
. E24.95  and ABDD. . . 24995
IMb & clock L £3295 25" IDE C:ble e veer. £BOS
o e A All Hard Drives Cum- With lnsl:lladon
L it Fo i EFER DS Software
.................. £179.95% Other
T SRR . £1%9.95 Maksha Greyscale Hand Scanner for Amiga 500
nde B e e P bl S e i ) £59.95
44k Fax & Data Modem. . . ... £129.95  Tabby Graphics T:blet e, L AR EETE
Deskror Musric .
PO VLS ..o JED9995 PatchMelster L L.l oL £79.95
B2 to VIS, . L.l ..., £7955 Super]AMI LI+ ... ... £59.95
Peoverdisk o v2.5 ... .. ... £14995 SyncProSMPTEBox .. .............EI5195
dns yits o a4 o DR TR Pl P S s e e LIS 9
M O e £3499 Aura 12 bitSampler ... hiiaiaens £79.95
Toals Kit oo £299%9  Mepalosound Sampler ... £2395
it . .- £2999 MusicX 2. el B CRREE L
o kKit, .. e« £2995  Pro Midi Tn:er'fnr_e ........ oes £19.95
Tooks . . .. £199%9 Technosound Turba 2 Pro r.w . £25.95

For a limited period only we're
offering Music X v2 and a
Microdeal Pro Midi interface
for just £64.95, a saving of £5
over the usual prices !

Bars & Pipes vI Manuals - the perfect com-
panion for your cover disk ! Just £29.95

b

bl

(GRrRAPHICS

Imagine 3 Image Processing
ﬂb Rolling Upgrade pro- Art Department Professional v2.5, ... . £139.00
\ gram Includes Imagine 3.1 _ Epson GT6500 Scanner Sofrware ... ... £89.95
L "i‘ o 4 ! You miust have ASDG Pro Contrel . .. ... .. : ca e s ES0.95
% Imagine 3 to qualify. Mhokplhy Pile 2 0000 ol L i £129.95
1.0 -33in stock now. Image FX 2 (AF 95% 1) s E1B495
DaaChromelMNEw . .. ...............£2995
£99.95 i
XCAD 2000. , ,.... SR Sl O o b
- E2735 3 .CAD 2000 AECMNEw . .. ... .. ... . {4995
- £24.95 Inclsdes Architectizral Syrnbaol Libranes
-+ €995 > cap 3000 . £119.95
€995y CAD 3000 AEC New .  £178.95
IR e Archisctoval Symibal (dbrori
.£8995  painting
. (E£24999 B Veceor 3 NEW .. .. E174595
-£7995 ppgine 5 .. £5995
+ €7995  pecsona) Paine 6.3 NEW VERSION. .. .., £49.95
"""""" woian £9495 Phl:m:ig-enlcs.......................{4'?.'35
---------- €£59.95  TWPane3 .. ... i il £32995
L3995 plilance e . £45.95
« 166,95
Books & ViDros y
: TheFont & Clipart Boak. . . ... ... ... £995
B Torl! Workbench MEW , ... . .. £1995 Workbench 3 A-Z Insider Guide .., ... £1395
jTomlt Dos Mew. .. ...........£2195 Mastering Amiga Arex, . . £17.95
otal! Assembler New. ., ... ... £2195 Mastering Amiga Printers .. ... ¢ gt IR
[t Baginners Mew . ... ... £1995 Mastering Amiga Dos 3.0 Ral'ere-nce ... £1995
- & Dabhand Guide . E1795  Mastering Amiga Dos 2 Vol2. . L EIT95
ng Amiga Frngﬂmmlng Sm:ruu . L1995 Mastering Amiga Dos S:rupu. : , £19.95
of Frontier Elite ....EA95 UK Comms. - . L1995
L£995 Book & Vldtu P:ch:s
s v s oo BI29S . ALZ0D Baginner's Pack .0 L.l .0 £36.95
................ £1295 ‘Workbench 3 Booster Pack . ... .. . £36.95
isks & Drives In:rdur Guide . ... £1295 VYideos
hldurﬂmde.............£I].95 Intre to the Al200 - Tutorial , L £14.95
piiog Publishing .. ... . ... £1495 Intro to the AI200 - & Desper Lr.mk L1495
joe Hines & Tips. . . E7.95

VWP & DTP
Final Copy 2 . ] . £47.85
Firal ¥Writer 4 !hnr "ﬂoﬂ . E69.95
Plini Cffiom, . cat v v e ..._.....BT_?S
P Pal 20 Sk 8RN o R R
Papescream 3 0oL ol ETMMAS
Wordworth 3U5E. . ... 0o riiyire. . E4495
Werdworth 30, ... .. .. 0. .. ET9S5
Databases
Datanexus NEW , | .. £24.95
Digrta Datastore ... ... dvvnnpns..n ~E45.95
Digita Organiser MEw .. _,......... £39.95
Firal Data MW, . . ... 000 iinacionsns £39.95
Twise 2 . B9 95
Software nmlﬂpmtnt
Gamesmith . .. £B4.95
Dica C Cumpll!r le . £98.95
DevPac 3. . .. £51.95
Hisoft MIC 1 b . £54.95
Intes o E25.95
Hizoft Pascal . LET495
Disk Utllltles
BRI o 5 v v s R v vadh £29.95
AmFHES&F& Us:‘r HHH' .............. £28.95
AmiFileSafe ProMNew . .. _........., . £6895
oy T S L RN i WIS, WRETS s L
............ L4995

Directory Opus 5 . ..

Big Aleerrative Scroller 2. . . ... ..., . £4995
Digtant i 50 ..o T e S £37.95
Makepath for Vista .. .. .. Pl LA . £9.95
Media Point w3 ... £249 .95
Montage 24 . . £259.95
Scala HTIDL'J .« £49.95
hhMH’IIIHHLMM i E9495
Scala MM300 New Lowsn Puce .. 219.95
Scala MMED0 .. s e s e e 24995

L £139.95

Scala Echo EEIDO. .. ... ...

Speccy Sensation 2 New'. _ .. ... ... . . £1895%
Aminet [-44 CDpack ........ £24.95
Aminet 7 New .......... £14.95
Arriinec 6 MW ... e s £14.95
Deskeop Wideo CD ... 00 L 0., £13.95
Essential Utilities vol | €O ... ....0c00. £8.95
Giga Graphics 4 CD pack , . ..,....,..£3895
Grolier Encyclopedia CD . ........... £1895

AR GCSEMadhe... .00 000l L ..EI?.‘??‘
ADI| GCSE English Vi v v it AR
AD| GESEFranth.. . ....conn oo aal £1999
ADI Junior Reading . . ... ..........0 £15.99
AD| Junior Counting . ... ... .oy 2 iash. £1599

..................... £31.95
Mallshor Phis .5 o vv v daeen £35.95
Music Librarian ... ... . .0, £22.95
Plants For All Seasons, . ............. £1295
Spreadshects
Pl e 2 ST T S S A £please call
Tuthacaledl’ o7 - o0e e T . £49.95
Finance
Cashbook Combo. .. ............... L5999
Counting House MEw. .. ., . ... .. ... £4995
Digita Home Office .......... . 3955
Money Matters . : .o £34.99
Personal Finance Hanagur + t L1995
System 3E . - i . 49,59
Disk Expanders, . . 540, 0L 20 R Lt £2995
Gl .. L L0, R T TG i R
InForveos TR . ..o o £15.95
Video Back-up System Phano . ... ..... £54.95
Video Back-up System Scart .. . ... ... £57.95
ACopy Pro EID95
Communications
(o] A g LR . EA4 95
Termite, e c£31.95
Hiscn!i:nenul
Maxxon Magic . . ; i v E23.95
Studio Il Print Manager le va v oy EABLRS

High Qualty Primter Dinesr

scala MM400+EE |00 Save £40 1. .. . .. £349.55

Terraform for Visea. . ... . R R e 0 ]
Vista Lice e v £25.95
Vista Pro ., . £25.95

VRL BunpLE Packs
¥ista Pro or Lite ,Distant Suns,
Makepath + Terraform now £54.95
Vista Pro or Lite, Makepath +
Terraform £35.95

GFX Sensation CD. .. ... .. .. .. E1895
Lightworks by Tobias Richrer CD, .. £38.95
Star Trek Mulomedia CD , v o E2B95
Arcade Claasles CTD . 0, ... .0 0000 .. £9.95

Woarld of Clipart Double CD .. ... .... £16.95

Muttimedia Toslkit CD .. ... oo svreas £27.95
Makin' MusicNEW . ... .............£2495
Ten on Ter NN ¢ 0 f ao e il £39.95

Merl!n;i"'laﬂu.......

PiC Task 3.1 allows you to run software designed for IBM PCs and compatibles
on you Amiga ! It emulates a 80286 based PC, so you can run Windows 3.1 and
applications like Microsoft Word and Excel, All for just £59.95 |
Upgrade from v2 £34.95 - please enclose your PC Task v2 disk
Upgrade fram PD version £44.95 - please enclose your disk

L1699
Paint and Create . | i E i Ly on B BT
ST R SO O e e A | L
Moddy's Playtime. . ... ... ........... L1699
Moddy's Big Adventure . . ., oo E1GS9
PC Task 3.1

How To ORDER

When urdemg. please don't forget to include the
carriage charges | Charges within the UK are
£2.30 per fvern for first class post (which usually
arrives the next day). A next-day courler service
is available, within the UK mainkand and subject to
wvailability, at £6.00 regardless of order size.
Please ask for overseas pricing, and pricing for
islands & Scottish Highlands

You can pay by ;

Credit Card : Visa, Mastercard. Access, Delta,
switch and American Express. YWe only bill your
card whan we despatch the order, not before.

Cheque : Please make chagues payable to
Emerald Creative Technology Led.

All priceng includes VAT but not carriage. Ye reserve the
right to change prices - you will be informed of any change
whan you order, Faulty goods will be replaced or repaired
il rerurned within 30 days of purchase, We will refund if
we can't repair the goods. |t s the responsibility of the
customer 1o chack for compatbility of 2 particular prod-
ot with existing equipment before buying EROE

= oo E EiS

Now open Saturday & Sunday from 12pm to 4pm

Emerald Creative Technology Ltd
Rapid House, 54 Wandle Bank
London SW19 1DW
Tel: 0181-715 8866 Fax : 0181-715 8877

: Emerald@eWorld.com




REVIEW

ell, finally we've had a Zip drive
o look at. | know we've been
promising it for quite a while
now, but the facts of the matter are thal
IOmega, the company that produces the
Zip, has been so inundated with orders
in the States that none of their produc-
tion run has reached these shores.
However, thanks to a licencing deal with
Epson, the Zip should be in plentiful
supply by the time you read this plece.
First impressions of the Zip are very
good. It's a gorgeous looking bit of kit,
its lines reminiscent of something out of
Bladerunner. The drive, as you can sea,
is a metallic blue, in splendid contrast to
the drab beiges we have been used to
for computer peripherals for a long time
Now.
The rear end of the drive shows us
two 25-way SCSI ports — in and out — for
putting the Zip in the middle of a SCS5I
chain, a termination switch = on ar off -
,- and a SCSI ID switch. The ID switch is

the only possible problem with the Zip
as you can only use SCSI 1Ds five and
six, which might be a pain for A3000
owners. But with this being the Zip's
only limitation, | can see a day when
SCS| unit five or six is the standard
position for a Zip in the way that three is
there for CD-ROM or tape back up

The Zip's power supply plugs into the
side of the drive using a right-angle plug
which slots into the side of the drive,
leaving that edge flush — which is jolly
handy as you might want to stand the
Zip on its side. The Zip has two lights at
the front and an eject button that feels
just like the old Spectrum keyboard.
Overall, its dimensions are not much
larger than a standard external floppy
drive unit, and it weighs less than maost
external drives | have seen.

The dizsks the Zip uses look almost
like normal floppy disks, apart from the
fact that they are somewhat thicker and
have a small shutter. They also don't
have a write protect tab, but more of

(heap, fast, good...
but big

If you want a Zip, but you really need
more space per disk, [IOmega will be
bringing out a new drive based on the
technology used in the Zip, called the
Jaz drive. The Jaz looks similar to the
Zip but is a bit taller and the disks are
also about twice as thick.

The big-difference is in the capacity

of the disks the Jaz uses. While the
p seems impressive storing 100Mb
lisk, the Jaz will astenish

it can hold a staggering one

. The only

ent are the

vailable

ill be con-

sive than the

that later. There is an interesting prism-
like device on the left-hand comer of the
disk nearest the shulter, which may be
something to stop manufacturers from
copying the disk design — SyQuest own-
ers will know the number of different
manufacturers of cartridges for their dri-
ves. Sliding back the shutter reveals a
single disk, again much like a floppy,
only with air on either side of the disk
rather than being sandwiched between
cloth.

RATE OF KNOTS

Inserting a disk into the Zip drive
results in the disk being brought up to
speed at a rate that will surprise and
delight SyQuest owners — the disk being
ready for use within about four seconds.
Once it is ready, the disk will read and
write data at a sustainable rate of about
iMb a second. Yes, a meg a second.
Pretty impressive for a removable media
device.

The Zip is only currently available in
an external version, although an internal
one isn't out of the realms of possibility
and there are two versions of the disks
that it uses. The 100Mb disk is readily
available, but the 25Mb disk's future
looks in doubt. After all, who is going to
want a 25Mb disk for only slightly less
than the 100Mb version? HiSoft will also
be shipping the Zip with an adaptor to
link it up to a Squirrel, and a set of tools
for formatting and togaling write protec-
tion which is controlled through

Implementation_______ 10
Value for money— 9
Overall 10

('__ T, p
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software, rather than using a write
protect tab.

It seems that the Zip drive actuall
breaks one of the primary rules of coms
puting — take any two of the following
three terms:- Cheap, Fast, Good,
Basically, you can have something tha
is fast and good but not cheap, cheaf
and fast but not good - you get the idea
But the Zip seems to break this rule and
goes for all three at once. With a prica
below £200 it certainly isn't expensiva
we were paying that for a bare 105ME
Cuantum hard drive not so long ago
and at a meg a second, the Zip certain
compares favourably with an internal
hard drive. So that's fast taken care of
and with its looks and overall usefuls
ness, you haven't got a good product
you've got a great one. Ine

EHN ESSENTIALY

HEI:.;I Essantlal  BLACK = Recommend

ine
Product: I0Omega Zip Drive
Price: £189.99 — 100Mb disk
£15.95 (less for quantity)
Supplier: HiSoft
Tel: 01525 718181

Easeofuse_____ 10

Ben Uost examines a possibl

successor to the foppy di

b




LIMITED OFFER

‘060 SPEED FOR YOUR
A1200/1500/2000 and
A3000°/4000

FREE PHOTOGENICS
LITE SOFTWARE WITH
CYHERVISION Gas
FOR A LIMITED TIME!

BT ENGINE AB000/4000 24-IIT COLOUR ACCELERATED GRAPHICS CARD,
For all Zoro-3 Amigas, this 64-Bir bgh speed graphics engine Wer |1‘Tr_r=|.||'|
trp 1600 x 1200 pixels in BBt colour or 1024 x T68 pixels in Troe 268 Cobour
with 2Mb of displry memory (b user upgradeable)

Cybervision 64... 2Mb - £329* 4Mb - 5439+
Reerest your FREE Technical ..rn.-.hrrn

..' WEE Phododionics LTE Powerrid it | i

i faichoe Jor A JE0EN o A-400RT
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The World's Fastest Amiga!
CYRERSTORM - THE FIRST and ONLY
G8060 ACCELERATOR FOR THE A4000
sk o sesadls bt A {090 ¢ mipamiinlity ke ¢

When Cuberstorm, 5 SOMHz GRG0 heard
renclers o test graphic with Imagine 24
siftwane, the procesdng time s FAST
Just 145 minutes - Compare this watly

o Tip oo 128 of eandind SIMMs can be mstalled amd you can even Vo mins on 2 stariand A400 (4025

v ransfer the T2Pn SIMMs from vour A4000 strsigh r|n||.|1'1h;-,-4r|rm C}"berstﬂrﬂ] 68“‘6{!}{5{.'
i 5 . 'l.l. 3 ' *  Optioms inchade 0 5CS1-2 only module, or 2 SCSE and combined SOMH: 68000, OMb (Exgh. 1 128Mh)
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68EC020 | Do 13 68030
A1200 TURBO & 4 A1200 TURBO

S 50MHz
iy NEW... PN
: A1200 TURBO |

: WI 'i‘“

o ﬂ}\ ¢

4Mb, 32-Bit RAM CCELERATOR - OMb ACCELERATOR - OMb | |
Expandable to 8Mb Expandable to 128Mb Expandable to 64Mb |
award-winning BLIZZARD 1220/4 4Mb TURBO... | | THE highest performing A1200 68030 Accelerator! | | The 060 revolution is here NOW for YOUR A1200! |
g by far the best price/ performance ratic of any A1) 32-Bit RAM The NEW 1230:1V & the sticcessor bo the market beaings 1230-111 beoared The NEW Blizzard 1260 Accelenitor gives you the World's fasest 41200 |
sioe on the market incorporating everything 2 good memory Nod only has there heen an INCREASE in specification, bt af the same With its S0MHz 68060 and MML, the new 1200 offers unstrpassed per ' ‘
L empansion shiuld - such as 1 Real Time Clock. RAM expandability, time, 1 DECEEASE IN FRICE! With s 505Hz 68030 and MML, the new | formeance 4 i 5 thies Faster than an Amigmn A4000AM0 Ipticons v s |
Ir piitnal FPL ete. And, with its Motomla Processor running the 32-Bir 1230-1V offers EVEN MORE for LESS! Up b S00% performunce g i Fast Expansion Bus mclude Modules such 25 8 SC51-2 Comiraller A stan-
1}_ RAM it an amazing 28MHz, the 122004 has hroken ol the harrien achieved and opticns v its Fast Expansion Bus incllide Modules such as dhiurel SIMMI socket prowides for wp o G4Mb ao-confimuring 32-Bi FAST
ek the facts for yourself and fir the BEST Amiga A1200 Turbo Memory o 5C51-2 Comtroller. & stanckird STHM sacket provides for up 1o 1280 RAM (or 192Mb when utilising the SC31-2 option
foand auto-configurng 32-Bit FAST RAM (or 256Mb with SC81-2 apting . # Easy Trapdoor [nstallation
Rexpoent pour FREE Technical Brochure * Easy Trapdkoor Installatson # Tattery Facked Sell Recharme BT Clock Cabenea
& Integrited JMHz GRECT0 Clock Speed Doubler for up o 300  Hattery Hacked Self Hechange BT Clock/ Calenclar ¢ High performance DMA expansion with full 328 wide [14A
overall Fl'ﬁlr:'l'l.ll‘.u':' InCTELs # High |'.'l.‘|'|llrll'l:.ll'|l.‘l' [EEY expansion with Full 32-Bit wick DA & GBI may be disablbed with a ‘”"F'I'-' eeysimoke on hoot up allowing
* Factory Installed & Tested 4Mb 32-Hit FAST RAM ® BROAD may be dlisabledd wigh a simgle keystroke on boot up allewing Tl games compatibility - even badly pogrammed, older sofazan:
® Expunidabie 10 838 with Blizzand Add- Board full games competibdlity - even budly programmed, older silware! 1260 Turbo® 500z GRi60 & M1 .
# [ekegrated Battery Hacked Real Time Clock ® PGA FIU Socket allowing optional S0MHz, (3341 Fit OMb 32-Bil Fast RAML Expandble to 640 .{,599 :
* Exsy Trapudoor [nstallation lmﬁ'r Turbo™ 30MHz (8030 & MML
# Can be disable sifu fear full Eatie |_||||';[x|||'!'_\|iﬁl|

5199-9& SCSI-2 Module? for 1200 Tuirks

g
(IMh 32-Bat Fast RAM, Expandable to 32Mb {with additional 128Mb SIMM socket) £99%

| 1220/4 Turbo 2001z e SCS1-2 Module! ox 123V Turo
i a5 o ]
s A2-Bit Fast RAM, expandable to 805 41 99’ (with adidstional 128Mb SIMM socket) ‘ 589'

The ‘060 revolution is here

dd4 Board - extra iMb for 122074 0| | Motorola Maths Co-processors i Roc TR RSN ol
1 h 5. Bit Fast RAM add-on 9 GERED PGA type FI'L, S0MHz 579‘ s e

Motorola Maths Co-processors iMb SIMM RAM Expansion 1300 nu;w- A
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“THE AWARD WINNING A1200 RAM EXPANSION!

] Amige Sbopier s iy g
o bt Dy feies! bwiign i M
Borisd, ol duve o oron.
Amiga Compaiimg *daiga con
i o e Pt ron” s
Amipa Farmal i aii i pan L .
ok bt rhee”- 5% mitig Vdisrikable % {aarrter 4 Lrudatie Atk Jaatrter 57

5699 5

WITH

'III.FH-:Q.‘I.HJ. MOTIVATER
{ HEWARE

. 9 FHONE: Smply call ow order fine, We acoest
-t 'u;&um-d k:m!w:lmc::!n::u i
h Lombard Credricharge (meost
Hw are Lomband s, Divens, Currys etcl "--—

I POAT e FAK: Indude your name, address and daytime phone member phus onder
delai, If charging & credit/dete card intiude. number and expiry date (also laue

the UK's favourite Amiga Dealer b kg Sy e ol S ppi 1 S R s

Bankers'Building Socaty Dratts or Postal Ceders payabls to Gordas Harwood Competen
L — GORDON HARWOOD COMPUTERS LIMITED S W e s b e el s o

Dept: [JIEXSLILZY NEw STREET, ALFRETON, DERBYSHIRE. DESS 7BP i s Thas e e AR

Tel: 01 773 836781 R
Fax: 01 773 831040 SR

“Why not pay o visit to our Showreom where our Amign products are en display”,
OUR OPENING TIMES ARE... Mon-Sat, 9am untl] Spm

EXPORT. Mol iles are available &1 TAX FREE PRICES 1o non EC
rriidests B overseay U Arms vith
Plawe 13l us Tor condirmatio




Il |NTERNET

NewTek
hitp:fiwww.newtek.com/

The Amiga Web Directory
http:/fwww.prairienet.org/community/
clubs/cucug/amiga.html

Amiga resources

The Amiga Home Page
http:/f'www.omnipresence .com/Amiga/

An awesome mass of links to absolutely anything to
do with the Amiga. Watch in horror as your eyes pop
out at the sheer number of links to
spend lots of phone bill money
on. Developers, software,
shareware, Jpegs, Escom info, §
FAQs, etc etc etc. Oh lordy, |
this, coupled with the Amiga Y
Home Page and Aminet, is
invaluable.

AMIGA

EB DIR

Jaw droppingly comprehensive, the bods that created
this should give themselves a serious slap on the back. If
you need lo know samething about the Amiga and the
Internet, this should be your first port of call without
hesitation. Great stuff! Oh, a double plug in one leature!

The manufacturing stars of the Amiga
platform. LightWave? Video Toaster? Do
we need to say more? Yes because,
despite the company’s pedigree, the
actual site is something of a disappoint-

| ment. There's plenty of PR info on their
various high calibre packages, but they
really could do with adding more. A
helpline? Pricing? Reviews? Hints and

| tips? Links to other

NewTek product-

related sites?

There's a great deal

of scope. Come on

NewTek, show your

Net metal

An excellent starting point for all things Amiga.
Profiles, site links and news form the main bulk of
what's on offer. Visit various magazines, find out
about Amiga-specific downloadable software, take a
trip to one of the many companies producing stuff
for your favourite machine, meet other users, join
groups for some indulgent chat on the Amiga,
and flick through the variety of film and TV projects
using the great machine as parnt of the production
process.

During the Commodore crisis, the guys running the
site kept constant info to help, aid and inform worried
owners. Well worth a visit, and thumbs up to them for
making this one of the best Amiga
sites to go to. One niggle though
- you sometimes find that cer-
tain pages are not accessible
g0 don't expect instant updat-
ing in some of the areas. Not §
devastating but a bit of a shame
all the same.

The ultimate

Amigans are still as buoyant as ever. The popularity
of the machine continues to amaze and its extensive
presence on the Web is a sure-fire sign that the
Amiga isn't about to drop off the face of the planet for:
the foreseeable future.

Links:5
%, Overall:5

Links:4
% Overall:4

While the site may be in Dutch, there's
going to be an English version winging s
way in the near future, In the meantime,
look at the prefly pictures and realise that
the Amiga actually has a company wilh
some money behind it at long last

Escom
http:/fwww.veronica.nllescom/

i you know Dutch then this is just fab,
but otherwise take a look at the pretty
pictures. Apparently there is an English
version on its way. You have been
warned.

ooking up to the Internet may be seen
by some as an expensive ordeal — buying
a fast modem and increased phone bills
can seem like a steep investment, but the

PARTICULARLY
Links:APPLICABLE
OVERALL:SORRY

resulting opportunities are well worth the initial
axpense.
Despite the lack of commercial support over the

What follows is a rundown of some of the better
and best sites around and what they've got on of

last year or so, the Internet sites available to  for that budding cyberpunk in you.

llewsgroups

news:comp.sys.amiga.advocacy
news:comp.sys.amiga.applications
news:comp.sys.amiga.announce

news:comp.sys.amiga.datacomm
news:comp.sys.amiga.emulations
news:comp.sys.amiga.graphics
news:comp.sys.amiga.misc
news:comp.sys.amiga.natworking
NEws:Comp.sys.amiga.programmer

MNlagazines

Amiga Report On-line Magazine
hitp://www.omnipresence.com/Amiga/
Mews/AR/index.html

A labour of love for the editor-in-chief,
Jason Compton, Amiga Report is
another example of the dedication
shown by users. News, reviews,
previews, opinion and more are
offered in healthful doses, plus this
guy has also been known to get
exclusives. All the

back issues are g
avalilable to browse
through and, in
true public spirit,
the whole thing is §
absolutely free.
Recommended.

The one and only Amiga Computing -
incomparable of course and our - | mean their
= home pages come with a full thumbs-up

Amiga Computing

hitp://www.demon.co.uk/amigacomp/ Newsgroups are an excellent forum fo

debate and help on a particular sus
ject. With the Amiga's current crop|
this is particularly obvious and shows
the kind of support the machine stil
receives, even after spending 1
much of its time sitting on a backburm
er. Check out all the above if there's]
relevant subject you want to talk aboul
receive help with, or slag off.

Here it is — the best commercial Amiga mag site
on the Web. If you want the latest rundown on
the current issue and a few reviews and fea-
tures thrown in to boot, then you've just
scraped the top of the iceberg! Also hunt
round our top ten fave site list and grab hold
of some excellent subscription offers. Bless.

ST .1 3 -
Links:2
Overall:3
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Aminet
hitp:/isre_doc.ic.ac.uk/public/aminetfinfo/
www/home-sre.doc. hitml

- For those who have indulged themselves in the
father superb Aminet CDs currently available, you'll
know what kind of immense potential the site has.
The largest collection of Amiga software on the
Intermet, if you need a very specific
program, demo, fish disk, game,
“3D model, picture, sound, music #
module or whatever, the |
g are you'll find it buried |
‘somewhere in here and easily
dvailable with the comprehensive 3
firectory system.

Links:4

Commodore Users Groups
hitp:/'www_prairienet.org/community/
clubs/cucug/usergroups.html

Brought to you by the Champaign-Urbana
[ odore Users Group, check who else all over
world is talking and supporting the Amiga as
geore enthusiasts. From England and Ireland to
States and Australia, there are hotlinks to several

Overall:5 /

Amos City
http://www.cee.hw.ac.uk/-ceebdb/amos/

The ever popular software authoring package has
plenty of sites dedicated to it. Amos City is one of the
more comprahansive examples, with downloadable
files for use with the package, mailing lists for other
users (highly useful for obtaining info,
help and tips), extensions to the 4%
program, and more,

Could do with expanding — ||
judging from our mail bag, there's |
still plenty of demand out there — |
but certainly worth a wvisit
neverthelass,

Links:4
Overall:3 ,

Amiga Mosaic Home
http:/www.omnipresence.com/amosaic/2.0/

Sworn by most as the WWW browser
} for the Amiga, this site contains all
the latest info on upgrades, gues-
| tions, documentation, screen-
shots, downloadable versions
§ and more. Useful and some

sign:2
Links:3

‘and addresses to write off to for others.

Overall:3 ' would say vital, this is one of the

first port of calls for Net virgins.

pllection

Packsed with software, info and debate, the ——
| fmiga is admirably catered for by the Internet. ——
Adam Phillips tells you why ——

CD32 Newsgroup
Rews:comp.sys.amiga.cd32

2 Escom are spouting out conflict-
messages concerning the games
gonsole’s future, there's still plenty of
Wi to be gleaned from the Internet on
the grey lunchbox’s talent. This partic-

newsgroup has messages,
‘debate, and FAQs from all over the
World discussing the various strengths,
Wweaknesses and problems with the
Machina.

finoddity 7 N

Design:3
4 Links:3 -
Dvnrall::l ¢

Amiga Formula One
http:/fcswww?2.essex.ac.uk/
usars/robeoy/at! .html

| doubt that Microprose ever realised that when their premier
racing game, Formula One Grand Prix, was released it would
attract this kind of devotion. Packed with info on the fan club,
programs to aid better play and more, this is the ultimate site for
budding Michael Schumachers (or Damon Hill if you're
desperate to be patriotic). Recommended for fanatics only.

T =3 ' g -
AMIGA égi ﬂ:;_.f_w___._

it

Wonders never cease - this home page is lor fanatics of Microprose's

classic only, Extensive stuff. | wonder if the author gets out much?
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fArt

Eric Schwartz
hitp:ffinfo.ox.ac.uk/-kebl0206/eric.htm|

Seemingly the Amiga's animation mas-
cot, Eric Schwartz has gained himself
quite a formidable reputation. This site is
as extensive as they come, with what
appears to be a complete listing of all the
man's anim work to date. All download-
able with info on when they were created,
brief plot descriptions, size of files, and
access to what you'll need to play them —
anyone with a penchant for Schwartz
should walk away from this site with a
warm glow in their
belly. Plus a look at
his artwork, a few §
words from the
man himself, and |
a history of Amy
the squirrel.

Links:2
y, Overall:3

That man Eric has been churning out stulf
for years now and this Web site has
preduced a glowing tribute to the artist's

Amiga Art Gallery
http://'www.omnipresence.com/Amiga/
Gallery/Gallery.htm!

Working in conjunction with Aminet,
here's a large portfolio of constantly
updated images 1o browse through.
Featuring the usual rendering delights of
LightWave, Imagine,
Aladdin 4D, and Real
% 3D, there's some-
| thing here for
| everyone., Flus
y there's some Mpeg
to download as well.

on ?-“'a
.  Links:2
Y Overall:3 ,

Rainbow of Chaos
http:/iwww.indy.net/-gemini//

Focusing more on 2D art by Amigans,
this site has a couple of resident artists
and links to other aristic fanatics. Thera's
no doubt that there needs to be more
work to browse through,

but the gallery
‘owner’ has an J
open invite to §

Design:
Links:2
Overall:2

anyone wanting to ||
submit any of their
masterpieces for

inclusion.
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It was the height of summer, and the Amiga
lechnologies press conference announced the rebirth
of the Amiga in the UK Lareth lofthouse reports
on the tough questioning the company had to face

t was the moment we've been

I waiting 18 months for since the
! demise of the old Commodore
Empire: the Amiga is back, said the men
fiom Escom, and on target to hit the
sireets of Britain in time for September.

The official UK relaunch of the Amiga
ook place at a press conference at the
graton Hotel in Heathrow on a swel-
ing summer day in mid-August.
Optimists might have taken the sunshine
&8 a good omen, but difficult questions
had been fermenting during the months
ince the takeover, however, and Amiga
Computing was there to find out what
Substance lay behind the talk.
. The panel assembled to state Amiga
"Technologies’ case included most of the
players from Europe and Britain,
which at least showed some encourag-
g commitment to the key UK market.
Petro Tyschtschenko, the company's
general manager, was accompanied by
Jonathon Anderson and John Smith of
miga Technology UK, plus PR man
Gilles Bourdin, and Barry Thurston of
SCALA who was there to orchestrate
the multimedia presentation.
It scon became apparent, however,

that the amount of new and concrate
information available was rather limited.
The announced specifications for the roll-
out Amigas, for example, held no surp-
rises, with even the faster 060 version of
the 4000T not available until November
at the earliest.

Amiga Technologies were not in a
position to disclose much more about the
contents of the software to be bundled
with new Amigas either. John Smith, UK
Sales Manager, revealed that 1200s
would include a database, word proces-
sor, spreadsheet, paint package and two
games, but specific product names were
unavailable.

BUNDLED UP

The confusion over how Scala was
going to be combined with 12005 was
finally cleared up, with the announce-
ment of two different A1200 bundles. The
£399 bundle announced last month will
lack a hard drive, and it was decided that
it would be impractical to include SCALA
with this option. Consequently, a £499
package was announced containing an
Amiga with a built-in 170Mb hard drive

»>

Marlseting a legend

\sked If there were any plans to advertise the Amiga products, Tyschitschenko
plied that this would not be possible until next year. This means that at the
lime when Microsoft and the Japanese console manufacturers are taking over
prime time TV slots, the Amiga will have little presence outside its own
pecialist press.
Anderson argued, however, that allowances had been made towards distribu-

lors to help them with cost, and he expects them to shout about the Amiga in

their own adverts. Gilles Bourdin also pointed out that Amiga Technologies’

resence at the IFA fair in Berlin showed a worthwhile marketing investment.
What is encouraging is that almost 50 per cent of the 60,000 Amigas allocated
r the UK this year have already been sold. Amiga Technologies are confident
ey'll sell their entire stock of Amigas produced this year.
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and Scala MM300, on top of the standard
software bundle.

What was surprising, however, were a
number of statements that contradicted
details everyone thought were settled
some weeks ago. It appears, contrary (o
what Tyschtschenko told Amiga
Computing last month, that the Amiga will
be distributed through Escom shops after
all — a revelation that came as a relief to
those concermed about the Amiga's high
street presence this Christmas.

U-TURN

Previously, Tyschtschenko had
believed that the Escom staff would be
too geared towards PC and insufficiently
educated about the Amigas to sell them
successfully. The about face, however,
seems to be based on the fact that the
employees in the UK shops will all have
had experience of selling Amigas before
tha Rurmbelows buyout.

CD32 owners on the verge of hara-Kiri
were given pause for thought as well.
While the failure to outline any plans pre-
viously had led many to assume the
console was to be consigned to the dust-
bin of computer could-have-beens,
Tyschtschenko gave it a more optimistic
prognosis.

“We have had tremendous problems
obtaining DRAMs, so we decided not to
produce the CD32 this year,” he offered.

Uirtoal Amigas

Despite it being the official
relaunch of the Amiga, they was no
sign of them at the conference
Escom did take the opportunily to
unveil the Virtual 1-O glasses, the

virtual reality headset for which they

have exclusive distribution rights.
Two versions will be made avail-

able. The basic video model will

plug into any machine with a com
port — for example
Amiga a :Rs = enabling it to 2D
and 3D films. The price
£599, though they hope to drop
prices as the technology becomes
more mainstream

posite

15 sel for

The PC version includes a head-
tracker so it can be used with 3D
games like Heretic
However, due to the fact it witl
require a PAL converter
£899,

Doom or

it cosls

The words ‘press conference’ might conjure up the
vision of large halls packed with hordes of scribbling
hacks, places where guickfire questioning is
accompanied by a barrage of flickering
flashlights from the assembled press
photographers. You will not be sur- 8
prised to hear that this affair was
somewhat more — shall we say —
subdued.

Ironically, Amiga press members
themselves were rather thin on the
ground, with staff from the games
magazines conspicuous by their
absence. It would appear that they, at
least, are rather sceptical about the
prospects of the Amiga regaining its
place at the heart of the computer
entertainment industry.

The remaining 'serious’ editorial from
Amiga Computing, Format, Shopper, CU
Amiga and JAM magazines assembled at the
Sheraton hotel, Heathrow, conversed with strained

Escom's MD Manired,

Hot suits, frayed tempers

civility, moaned about the steep pricing for beer, and
gave voice to the sort of cynicism | suppose is
expected from journalists on these occasions.

Having been ushered into a small but well
filed room, the tone for the event was sel
early on. In his opening words, Petro

solid news.
Much as everyone wanted to proclaim the
return of the UK's favourite home computer,
however, old tensions within the Amiga
community began to resurface once thej
speeches were over. Perhaps it had nol
helped that the first half of the confer-
ence was as much about Escom's PC line and PC
games on the I-glasses as it was about Amigas.

negotiating in America to
ensure the Amiga’s success

Tyschtschenko excused the absence of
Manfred Schmitt, explaining that the
Escom MD was striking a deal in
America somewhere — perhaps he was
negotiating a take-over of Microsoft, he
joked. It was the first sign that the con-
ference was more about confidence than

“But you can be sure we will produce it
next year. This year we have too many
problems with our two main products.”
This year though, the only other new
products due from Amiga Technologies
are the virtual |-glasses (see our new
report ) and a multiscan monitor that is
almost certainly going to be the 14°
Microvitec 1438 — though 15" and 17"
models are planned for next year.
Meither the speech made by Petro
Tyschtschenko, or John Smith, however,
confronted many of the doubts that had
been lurking at the back of most enthusi-
asts' minds, and it was only in the ques-
tion and answer session that the knottier
issues were addressed. Pricing was per-
haps the most commonly voiced worry,

CLEAR AIMS

The £1900 ex VAT cost for 4000Ts
was the first target, and with faster, fully
kitted PCs available at around £1000,
Amiga Techrologies had to explain
where they thought their high-end
maching's market lay. "l think one of the
problems in the past is that the Amiga
has been badged as if it will do every-
thing for everyone,” argued Anderson.
“We are clearly aiming the 4000T towards
the multimedia market. Even though

The A1200: Amiga Technologies are
confident about Christmas sales
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The new multiscan meniter, looking
suspiciously like the Microvitec 1438

technology has moved on a bit, 1
Amiga is still the best machine out the
because of its multitasking capabilitiess
among other things, for multimedia.”

The multimedia strategy itself was |aie
brought into question, however. Esco
themselvas are selling cheap, ready-it
run PCs with in-built sound cards ang
speakers. The terms PC and multimeds
are almost synonomous in the eyes
the general public, and even the Amiga
flagship software, Scala, is now availabl
for the rival platform.

Despite being pleased by their PG
product, Scala UK's Barry Thurstof
fought back against the idea thatl
Amiga was overpriced and behind 1l
times. “You still have to put an awful B
of expansion into a PC to get it up 1o il
effortless performance level the Amig
has for multimedia,” he argued. “So yol
basic cost might be OK, but your achi
overall cost will be much higher. Thatl
particularly true,” he continued, "W
you're talking about distributing infod
tion to television. The cost of putling
PAL encoder in a PC is daf
expansive.” _

The argument for the A1200
strengths seemed more compelling, hod
ever. Amiga Technologies admitted i

A4000T: The new green case would
have taken too long te produce



egy that was levelled at the old com-
pany. After all, it was argued, there
seemed to be little marketing to raise
the Amiga's profile, and not a lot in

*Amiga Technologies is run largely by ex-
Gommodore people, and at one point the panel
faced the same sort of criticism over marketing strat-

The Amiga wil be
distributed

the way of new products either Thl[lligh [5[["“ Ehﬂ[ﬁ ﬂrtEI' al

*Convince us otherwise !" one person

gemanded in an increasingly heated . 3 rpyelation that tame a5 3

atmosphere.

In response, Anderson contested [BIBf t0 those concemed about

that the massive advertising cam-

paigns from Microsoft and the the H[ﬂiﬂﬂlﬁ hlﬂh street
Japanese giants would just lead to DreSence this (hristmas

gonfusion for the public, and added a
giiticism of his own against magazine
publishers. "l think that one of the mis-
demeanours that most mags have

done to the detriment of our industry is to confuse
the end users big time " he retaliated. “They don't

result is that they're still waiting. “Anderson's subse-
guent plea for Amiga Technologies and the special-
ist press to work together for a successful relaunch

did little to calm things down. The Future
Publishing camp accused Anderson of
snubbing Amiga magazines by giving infor-
mation to CTW first. There then ensued an
argument about who phoned who first, how
many messages were left on whose
answering machines, and so on, until dis-
cussion of the Amiga seemed in danger of
being lost in personal disputes.
Fartunately, the proceedings soon
returned to more of an even keel, but a cer-
tain amount of frustration remained at
Amiga Technologies' failure to dispel some
widely held doubts. Perhaps, though, the
press were expecting too much from the
company in the time they'd had to ramp

production up. “We know there is a lot more to be
done," Gilles Bourdin acknowledged a'ter the con-

know whether to wait for this or that, and the net ference had been wound up.

Tyschtschenko, general manager: ' We will
slart spending on advertising next yoar.'

machine faced some stiff competition
Both from £299 super consoles and low
priced PCs, but there was a strong belief
fhat the A1200 could win the middle
'p'ound as an entry-level computer.

As far as the PC was concerned, John
Smith argued, not everyone could afford
£1000 even if they wanted one,
Tyschtschenko also pointed out that PCs
twere about to rise radically in price due to
the fact that Windows 95 required a

minimum of 8Mb of notoriously
expensive BAM,

A lot of people originally bought their
Amigas to play games, but with Sony’s
Playstation about to hit the shops, didn't
they fear for the A1200's fortunes in the
Christmas season? John Smith was
unperturbed over this issue.

“I think the kind of productivity soft-
ware in the pack we were delivering at
the end of Commodore’'s time showed
the direction in which we were already
moving,” he said. “Basically, | think lots
of AS0D0/600 users want to move over {o
the 1200 - they now have computer
experience and they want productivity
stuff. They know the Amiga is far more
than just a games machine, so we will
certainly push things towards the
productivity side.”

Anderson added that it would attract
people who were sick of the console's
limitations as well. "Most parents want
their kids to have more than one option.
With a console you either play games or
do nothing. | don’t think we're directly
squaring up to the Japanese here.”

Makse or breals

| The Amiga’s relaunch is imminent, but its long-term survival is less certain.

, Amiga Technologies are confident of being able to sell the Amigas allocated for
|| the UK market this Christmas; if they are to prevent it from slipping back into
 oblivion, however, upgraded machines with bundled CD drives must be
| accompanied by serious investment in advertising, and the sooner the better,

It it was a pity that the conference led to some angry exchanges between the
| press and the panel, it was at least a testament to how passionately everyone

| assembled wanted the Amiga to be reborn. And in raising the spectre of future
challenges, it's easy to forget what Amiga Technologies have achieved in get-
ting the computer back into the shops in time for Christmas. Tyschischenko put
it succinctly:
‘To ramp production up in three months is very difficull. | can tell you I've
never worked so hard in all my life to be successful for the Amiga as | have in
the last three months.”
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Friends in high
places

The day after announcing the
relaunch to the press, Amiga
Technologies presented its UK
strategy at a developer’'s
conference. Amiga Computing
contacted Hi-soft, makers of the
Squirrel interface, to find out their
reaction 1o the key issues.

MD David Link's views on the
pricing were generally positive.
“Taken as a whole package, the
bundle offers tremendous value

for money,” he said. Yes we

would all like to see a stand-
alone A1200 at a lower price,
But | can understand Amiga
Technologies' need to put for-
ward A1200s at a price that
allows them t0 goon support-
ing the Amiga. They've done
that by putting forward a very
attractive software bundle.”
Link did add, however, thal
he thought the A4000 was over-
priced and hoped it would come
down in cost once Amiga
Technologies had recovered
some of its expenditure.

UNCONCERNED

As far as the lack of pre-
Christmas advertising was con-
cerned, Link was unconcerned.
‘Knowing our customers as we
do.” he commented, “there's a
large pent up demand for A1200s
and A4000s in the market that will
be reached through the individual
retailers. People like us evange-
lise the machine, and that's as
good as any advertising given the
number of machines available
before Christmas.”

Link was also impressed by
Amiga Technologies' marketing
push, although he accepted that
Amiga users wanted CD interac-
tive titles as well as authoring
systems. “Of course we want
products like Encarta and
Cinemania,” he said. “But that's
up to individual publishers to bite
the bullet. | think the number of
CD drives sold with the Squirrel
shows the sericus potential for
any publisher to move in on that
market.”

Like Hi-Soft itself, we asked?
Link responded positively: “If
anybody wanled to approach us
with half an idea, or an authoring
system, or a title they wanted
publishing, we would almost
positively seriously consider it.”

Mot everyonewas so positive,
however. Chris Wiles, MD of
Active Software, felt the price
even for A1200 was set too high
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here has always been a cerain
-"H'— snobbery about SCSI. if one per-

son has a SCSI hard drive and
the other an IDE then the SCSI owner
could always feel superior, and can happily
scoff at their friends inadequacies.

Generally, SCSI hard drives are consid-

ered to be superior in performance than
IDE, even though you do have to pay for
the privilege. Apart from the performance
advantage, a SCSI interface allows you 10
connect up to seven peripherals onto the
SCSI chain. This is the greatest advantage
over |DE as they only allow you to connect
two IDE hard drives, and you usually have
to faff about with jumpers, making one a
master drive and the other a slave drive,
which normally involves ringing up the
manufactures and getting the correct
details.

Currently, if you want to add a SCSI
interface to your A1200 your options are
quite limited. You can either buy one of the
trapdoor accelerators that also have a
SCSI option, or get a Squirrel. The first is
fairly expensive and the last ties up your
PCMCIA slot,

A few years ago that would have meant
litthe, as there were no PCMCIA peripher-
als around, but more and maore are starting
to appear, and for certain people, leaving
the slot free might be a necessity.

Installation of the DataFlyer is necessar-
ily more complex than the Squirrel,
because it plugs into the IDE slot of your
computer. Firstly, you have to place a
small plastic square under where the
DataFlyer will go. This is required to stop
the DataFlyer's circuit board from shorting
out on the Amiga's metal shield. You then
plug the board into the 1DE port.

If you have a hard drive already, you will
need to move it back about a centimetre to
allow the leads to fit. This is done by
unscrewing the drive from its tray and then,
using a rubber bung, the drive is wedged
back into the tray in its new position. This
might not sound very secure but the drive
really is fixed in position very firmly.

All that remains is to feed a ribbon cable
from the DataFlyer round to that hole at the
back of your A1200 — the ong you never
knew a use for. By then screwing a sup-
plied metal plate into place, and then
screwing the connector into this, you end
up with a brand sparking new SCSI port at
the back of your Amiga. This just leaves

 and cons

"_.r" |'|-t-.

on for the DataFyer is the Squirrel, so any A1200 owner wanting a

10 consider the pros and cons of both. As a SCSI interface the
1t Is reasonably priced, has the advantage of leaving the PCM-
ﬁﬁgﬁtmscsllntaﬂmattha back of your

r is that some people may be put off with the
«connect a CD you can get the Squirrel as a

3 iy ; -._.,ﬁ: .
ing to use the DataFlyer with a CD, Siren can

[ransform your I0F
interface into a 55/
port. Surely it cannot
be true, Neil Mohr
finds out

[ome
with

the software to install, which is extremely
simple. You boot up your computer with
whichever partition or disk you want the
driver installed on, and the install software
will copy the correct device driver and add
a couple of lines to the startup-sequence.
The next time you boot up, any SCSI hard
drives attached will be automatically
recognised. If you want to use a CD
drive, you will also need to get hold of
the AmiCDhandler software. This will
install the correct CD handler and
DosDriver for use with the
DataFlyer and is very simple to

install, using the standard
Amiga Installer.

Fitting the DataFlyer
was a very simple process,
with good clear instructions
in the manual. Taking you
through each step of the way,
in total it took about 15 minutes S8
to fit. Most of that time was taken
up with opening up and closing the
Amiga.

RECOGNITION

Ornice the software is installed, any hard
drives you attach are automatically recog-
nised and mounted — the transfer rate
being only a little slower than the squirrel.
The main problem here is that the IDE
interface is dependant on the CPU, so the.
faster your computer, the faster the
DataFlyer will be.

One of the drawbacks from using the
IDE port is that the first two SCSI devices
are set aside for IDE hard drives, with
these being treated as SCSI hard drives.
This has the effect that you will only be
able to attach five other external devices.
For most people this should not pose any

problems. LT

SYSTEM ESSENTIAL

RED = Essential  BLACK = Recommeand

Leads

£

,.;H

The bottom line
Product: DataFlyer
Supplier: Siren Software
. Price: £68.99
Phone: 0500 340548

Ease of use o

software. | Implementation
hmﬂtopnfrnurmmfﬂﬂn | Value formoney 1
SCSI Interface. . Overall _ —

- —
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WE re Backmg Amnga'
Amiga 1200, (:[)32 and A4000

will reappear shortly thanks to Escom. Phone for
latest news, prices and availability.

We have available now memory expansions,
accelerators, hard disks (SCSI1 and IDE), floppy
disk drives, multi-io cards, graphics cards,
printers(impact, inkjet, laser), cables, adapters,
printer and monitor sharer switches - just about
anything Amiga'!!

unl o accelerat
vour Amigat

[alk 10 us, we know
the answers!
Imagine filling this hard drive,

the cartridge and instantly having dndl

WARP or the latest DTP software or a joypad for youi,
CD32 or a PARNET cable or a CyberStorm or a CD |
full of fonts or one full of clip art or CDPD 4 or the
latest AMINET CD or a CD32 keyboard adapter ora
SCSI controller or a VLAB digitiser or Flowcharting
software or anything AMIGA!!!

A4 tower case from Micronik, 6 x 5.25
bays, 5 x 3.5 bavs, 7 x Zorrolll slots, 5 x

PC-AT slots and 2 video slots

In stock at just £379.95

Can’t see what you wnn.t.:’ Just
ring (01392) 499 755 --- we have_;
lots more than we can show heref

How To 0rder|

@ B}r Post . By Phone
Send your Cheque/Postal m'l.’scrgi For an even faster service
1o the address above. Clearly l telephone our sales hot line [
stule your name, address, || and quote your credit or debit
telephone number and the card number. Friendly and ||
product(s) you require. Prices | expert buying advice is ||
can change so please phone o E available at all times. : ]
| confirm price and availability, ;';
| Please allow seven working (D1392) 499 755 n

| days for yvour cheque to clear | {4

7 Prices Correct At Time Of Going To Press. 1y s
EROE. Please Phone To Confirm Latest Prices.

brian_fowler@cix.compulink.co.uk

Contact us if you want an Emplant or a new mouse or, oo

 and e8'® 4 Fujitsu S28MB SCSI 172 £250.00
\ “.-ﬁ-.'iw 3
I g 1T R .

ity - Saturday 9.30am-5.30pm

01392 499 755

All |"rin-u .‘-'.Imwn Include VAT. Standard Delivery Is Free. No Hidden |‘.xlr-.15.l-

Cormmputers L

11 Nurﬂl Strut, EXETER,DEVON,EX4 SQS

CD32 Expansmn Modules = j,a\ M
Add Memory, F .rwplrll. Drives, Hard Drives, ::
Kevboard, Printer —- turn your CD32 into a | [ Amiga Monthly

real .-1.mu;u with the SX-1/ ‘ I from £25.00 Pay by ..
Great Value at £199.95 | i credit/debit card. |!

Phone for details! |

12 lssues of Just

Squirrel Call for best
pricingon |
| A1200 SCSI Controller. | Picasso Il L‘!rthel.
| Now In Stock at only £6995 new
| C}’hur\"munﬁ«!
| Viab YUV or ||[ New!!! PanasonicPD New!!! |
VLAB Motion. |

Combined Quad CD-ROM and 650 MB

Excellent value |
i' Rewritable Optical Drive.

I in real-time |
i
|

w
o
ul
Megabytes of storage available ..., H'B \VER digitising This new system from Panasonic is the first |
uﬂ,_-:,\ 21 qk}'ﬂ‘:" \ B g A | inthe world to combine a SCSI2 CD-ROM |
Imagine saving your work to cartrid, 53(.31 onty & R Miiian Gadlock . | andaSCSI2 PCR drive in a single 5.25
read the data on any similarly equipped, Caﬁﬁdg& \E @ | th j half-height unit.
\E with free ] _
\ ﬁ']ﬂ'!""H m;qﬂ 5 E SCALAS00 For Amiga, PC and MAC 5
1 _Ilu T 3 . E
3 S uil3 : Internal version only £589.95 |
Now }'DU re ﬂ.'IIIIkIJ.'IE Syquest 'f‘l’-'l-'a" l;_"aﬂ-‘:g;s I E— JUSI Ewm External Version Also Available i
e i s ; !
.E'l'- .:,n‘l'f‘ L'E%'_ }r S | ScalaMM40) £299.95 650 MB Rewritable media only £45.00 |
o wa  pa .___m_.. o e LTI T Ii ‘-""“'_T"‘"“.“-""?T-'"""'“-"1' g B e et e T e b i}
ﬂﬂ”‘tw S — _—_— = ——

Hard Drives {5 | Fax Modems complete |
asﬂmﬂw Fujitsu 528MB IDE £190.00
Comms revolution!
Fast IBM 1000MB SCSI2  £500.00 From £]189.95
Larger Drives £CALL (BT Approved)
g.,-m .,,nrﬂ V34/VFC 28800bps
SCS1 Controllers fax/modems now
'-1|.|un-rel £69.95 DKB 409] £29995 available, £239.95

' SCSI CD DRIVES
[ Quad Speed SONY £229.95
Nakamichi 7 CD Drive £349 95

... amd lots lots more | Windows i |
Extemal SCS1 cases with PSU available from £699% [ in I:“"I"' an ]r:'ﬂ-'lT |
SCS51 Towers from £99.95 B Amiga NOW!

We stock most SC8] cables, and can manufachire BE | Only £79.95 11
custom cables {0 your requirements here in Devon E | '>

: i
L e i e - wl

Compare Our Prices! We don’t
charge extra for Credit Cards or
Standard Delivery.
~What You See Is What You Pay !!!

e A S

£ | with software. Join the [

E PC Task 3,10 |'~
E i iz
| PC Emulator. Run |
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fter much hype and hollow
promises, it appears there's
about as much chance of a
new or improved Amiga appearing
before Christmas as yours truly sprout-
ing an extra orifice. At best, we can
expect a fresh production run of the
existing range with perhaps the added
glamour of the new Amiga
Technologies logo. Not what you'd call
inspiring news for serious Amiga
users.

Fortunately, there is a ray of hope
thanks to the Amiga's most prolific
third-party supporter. Even through the
Amiga's darkest hour, MacroSystem
have continued to develop their
impressive range of add-ons, which
have now evolved into a completely
new machine with Amiga technology at
its heart.

Courtesy of their existing hardware,
MacroSystem already have all the prin-
ciple elements of a ground-breaking
computer. Thanks to Retina. which in
the Draco's case ships with 4Mb of
RAM and CyberVision drivers as stan-
dard, they can deliver super fastest 24-
bit graphics. Add to that stereo 16-bit
audio via Toccata and the digital video
skills of ViLab Motion and you arrive at
a computing potential the PC and Mac
can only dream off.

What's missing is, of course, an
operating system, and in that particular
area the Amiga is still revered. With
Windows 95 barely knocking on the
door of Workbench 1.3 and the incredi-
bly expense and self indulgent OS of
the Mac. a licensed Amiga OS is the
obvious choice for serious audiolvideo
and CG productions.

GREAT CHOICE

With its combination of 10-years
multitasking experience, a natural affin-
ity with video, an 05 which only
requires one eighth of the resources
required by a PC to perform the same
task, the Amiga OS is the obvious
choice for the new Microsystems’
machine.

Although sound and vision are taken
care of, there's the small matter of the
CPU. not to mention the other /O
essentials that go to make up a modern
computer. In the case of the Draco, this
is taken care of via a ‘Draco direct’
plug-in CPU card and /O combo con-
sisting of an 060 with a SCSI Il con-
troller. space for up to 64Mb of RAM
via standard simms, connections for
mouse, serial, parallel ports and of
course an HD floppy.

Add to that an array of QuickLogic
chips for Kickstart and a few other
essentials and you arrive at the world's
first Amiga on a card — with one major
difference. At first glance, the Draco’s
graphical user interface — or GUI -
inoks every inch an Amiga, but there is
one major difference. The Draco does
not have the AGA, or in fact any part of
the Amiga's custom chipset. To prove

Oraco - d
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the point, a quick glance at the menu
bar reveals not 2Mb, but 4Mb of chip
memory — alias Retina on-board Add to
that the lack of the AGA chipset and
you arrive at the Draco alternative.
Admittedly, this may sound like a ter-
minal problem, but for
those using the
Amiga as a pro-

duction tool

- espe-

cial-

Although both

Orac,

ly video — the AGA Chipset is often
more of a hindrance than anything
else.

However, no AGA obviously does
preclude certain applications from the
Draco repertoire, notables including
Dpaint, Brilliance and most importan!
of all Scala. In short, software thal
insists on the AGA chipset by default
or in the case of Scala has a
. heavy dependence on |
| Amiga specific chip RAM
To counter the loss of
Dpaint, MacroSystem are
already putting the finish-
ing touches to a 2D anima
tion system for Xipaint -8
package which already
ships as part of the
Retina/Draco software
suite. To further enhance
the painting power
MacroSystem have
already successfully
tested TVPaint on the
Draco. As a result, 3
dedicated Draco version
and dongle should be
shipping in the Autumn

Obviously, Scali
presents a bigger prob
lem, and at presen!
there are no plans for
dedicated Draco ver
sion. However, if thi
machine achieves th
success it deserve:
I'm sure it wouldn!
be too long befor:
Scala step into i
the gap in the

VLM and the Toccata sound CAnss



imarket. After all, if they can port to the PC

i the form of MM100,. | doubt they'd have

00 much trouble doing the same for the

Draco — the process being made all the

feasier via the standardisation offered via
0S

‘DRACO DIRECT

The lack of the standard Amiga
‘ehipset could hold a few potential prob-
lems for programmers and indeed
tSome notable Amiga Applications. One
0 the most worrying aspects is access
o the Amiga blitter. Fortunately,
MacroSystemn have already spotted the
iproblem and after some clever coding,
4 direct replacement has been made

Paul Austin previews the incredible —
MacroSystem power tower —

collection to go 'Draco direct” and can
now pump through an incredible 35Mb
per second, making it the fastest
graphics card in the business - running
Workbench or any graphic card-compli-
ant software in full 24bit, 64K or 256
colours in a variety of resolutions rang-
ing from 320 x 240 up to 1600 x 992.
The Retina's affinity with Workbench
emulation, plus the ever-growing range

| FEATURE |

of software with direct support for RTG
boards, is a key factor in the develop-
ment of the Draco. LightWave, ADPro,
ImageFX, Wordworth, PageStream, the
list goes on. As a consequence, even
with the Custom Chipset stripped away,
the Draco remains compatible with the

Wia the Retina's on-board blitter.
In fact, the Retina is the first
feard in the ’

e vast majority of Amiga applications -
only the ones which absclutely insist on
standard chip RAM or the AGA fall by
the wayside.

COMPATIBILITY

Another huge plus for the Draco is its
backwards compatibility. This may
seem a strange comment in relation to
a brand new computer, but when it
comes to MacroSystems' hardware it's
entirely accurate. Obviously, there's a
lot of people out there who've already
invested a fair amount of hard earned
cash on Toccatas, VLab Metion cards
and Retina's. The good news is that all
of the above will work perfectly well in
the Draco. As a consequence,
MacroSystem will be offering a mix and
match option for those who already

| have elements of the Draco as part of
the existing systems.

The all-new

Draco direct | However, it must be said there are
Retina 3
=

mmhme forces within the MovieShop/Draco envi- .
fenment, samples captured directly via the Toccata |
S 8uch as backing music or narration can still be ::,1:1;3 |
g 3 - - 1 - |
Jmported and mixed with the existing AV in the pro- DAT .,:,.m,. o |
“duction. Better still, any imported or directly cap- stereo sound |
‘fured audio can still be worked upon within with multiple |
‘MovieShop. For example, you can import as much ::ﬂ,ﬂ:m_:d
miu as you like, adjust its length and position on its own control |
the Timeline, or transfer it between video clips or software '

scenes.
But perhaps most importantly, you also have

' complete control over the sound envelopes of the
“Eamples you're working on. As part of the Timeline
“eontrol, you're provided with an envelope requester
Swhich allows you to insert multiple edit points and
‘8djust where the levels appropriately.
Consequently, you can introduce frame accurate
Wolume changes and even cross-fades between

different audio tracks in different video clips. In
short, complete control over the sound dynamics
within the production.

Once you've achieved a suitable mix between
the original audio, backing music, vocal over-dubs,
sound effects or whatever else, the whole thing can
be boiled down into a new super sample which can

be linked to a particular section of video or kept as a
separate slement,

The finishing touch on the audio side is the arrival
of a built-in SMPTE timecode generator. Now, strip-
ing a tape with timecode is simply a matter of plug-
ging-in the target recorder and clicking on a button.
Yet another broadcast essential catered for.
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especially in relation to decoding and
encoding for the ever growing band of
DVEs.

Running the standard VLM card, the
Draco can attain, and more importantly
maintain, 90 per cent Jpeg compres
% sion, which equates to BetaCam S
. VB and above. In other words, image qual

ity on a par with the DPS Personal
Animation Recorder — otherwise known
as the PAR card.

However, with the arrival of the
“Draco direct” version, VLM compress
sion will no longer be a consideration
With transfer speeds up to three times]
faster than Zorro |ll the *Draco direct
VLM will easily encode real-time ful
frame video without using any compres-§=
sion whatsoever. And better still DVERS
decoding and encoding will be done via
hardware — making for much faster DV

What's in the bok

which has undergone the
conversion — however Viab Motion is
close behind.
A standard Zorro Il VLM transfers
roughly 1Mb a second faster on the
Draco, courtesy of a fast Zorro || soft-
ware patch. In addition, the MovieShop
code has also been optimised,

All the /O essentials
plus the 060 and up to
» G4Mb RAM on board

| advantages for those willing to invest in

| '‘Draco direct' hardware. At present, the
Retina is the only card in the collection

The Alpha option

Okay, you've heard the preamble concerning the key
elements in the system, but what's it all in aid of? In
short, the Draco is a one-stop graphics, digital video
and audio solution which will become one of the
fastest rendering and digital video effects systems on
any desktop.

The aforementioned Dec Alpha co-processor could
well prove to be the real key to the Draco's success in
the leng term - with the first and most obvious
beneficiary being the MovieShop software.

Not surprisingly, an expansion slot already awaits
a new co-processor which features the fastest chip
in the Dec Alpha range, and currently holds the
record for the world's fastest micro-processor deliv-
ering an astonishing 450 mips — which translates
into 10 times the speed of an 50Mhz 060. The
end result In MovieShop's case is real-time DVEs in
software.

At present, the generation of wipes, fades and spe-
cial effects can be a fairly lengthy process, especially

limelines and SFH

When the real time grabbing and importing
is complete, and the assorted clips have
been trimmed, edited, and appended, the
next step is 1o drop them into the Timeline
and add the all-important spacial affects
and additional audio.

The actual process of building the Movie
is entirely non-destructive. In reality it simply
offers a means of layering and combining
existing audio and video into a new
saquence. The end result of all this is user-
defined sequencing of all the existing
scenes — aided by visual and audio effects.
It a new clip overlaps an existing element, a
fade operator could be dropped between
the overlap to produce a digital cross-fade.

This ability to mix and process multiple
sequences points to another unique feature
of VLM, namely its ability to operate as a
digital A/B roll environment with a built-in
digital effects processor. Admittedly, this is
by no means a real-time process, because
once the scenes are arranged, and the

on more complex DVEs. However, with the arrival of
the co-pro, the vast majority of MovieShop SFXs will
be real time, while the more complex flying cubes and
the like will be generated in near real time.

However, MovieShop need not be the only soft-
ware to cash in on the power of the Dec Alpha.
MacraoSystem will be providing a dedicated compiler
for anyone wishing to re-compile their software for the
Draco co-pro — obvious choices being LightWave,
Real 3D and the like.

In the past, the attempts at partial RISC solution on
the Amiga OS has fallen at the first hurdie.
MNeveriheless, the MacroSystems’ example does
prove that a RISC-based accelerations system, an
060, and the Amiga’'s existing OS can work — Amiga
Technologies please take note.

But unlike its predecessors, the Draco will have the
advantage of a solid platfiorm with a user base whose
ownership of the machine in itself proves dedication
to the DV and computer graphic cause.

operators in position, MovieShop still has
to set about processing the video
sequence, transitions and effects specified
within the Timeline.

Fortunately, this is all done automati-
cally, but it nevertheless takes time as the
process is done entirely via software — in a
similar way in which ADPro and ImageFx
apply effects to single images. Needless to
say, Draco's 060 is a real bonus at this
stage.

As you've probably guessed, audio is
also computed in a similar manner. If, for
example, you've added a backing track, or
adjusted the envelope within an existing
AV soundtrack, a separate computing pass
is needed to apply the changes.
Fortunately, this process usually takes only
a matter of seconds.

Although the DVE process may sound
daunting, after a little practise it becomes
second nature. Beginners are catered for
via an easy mode in addition to the more
complex RPN approach — which can
process an almost unlimited number of
seqguences alongside multiple layered
special effects.
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As mentioned earlier, mix and match
configurations are available for those
who already have eleaments of the
system. However, assuming you're
starting from scratch, the basic DV
system consists of the following: The
Viab Motion, Toccata, Retina and the
060 CPU and /O combo.

On the storage side you start off
with an HD disk drive. The only limita
tion of which is that the drive is in fact
a PC HD floppy. As a consaquence, il
actually writes Amiga format floppies
at roughly half the normal speed.

In addition to the floopy. the Draco
also ships with a quad-speed CD-
ROM plus 4Mb of RAM as standard
To complement the CD-ROM
MacroSystem will also be supplying @
dedicated CD which houses
Workbench and installs all the accom-
panying software and utilities needed
to manage the system.

Even more interesting is a plan o
incorporate Shape Shifter as a sltan
dard part of the Draco software suile
For those unfamiliar with the Shap:
Shifter, it allows you to define either
file or a partition as a Macintosh.

Add Mac system software and you
effectively have a full blown Mac run-
ning on your Amiga, or in this case :
Draco. However, in order to accom
plish the seemingly unthinkable yo.
do need a Mac ROM stored as a fil
on your machine. Obviously, simply
ripping a ROM image out of a Mac is
highly illegal. As a consequence, ar
officlal deal with Apple is essential
MacroSystem are confident that cur
rent negotiations will end in the all
important handshake. And if so
Draco owners will have access lo the
best of both the Amiga and the Mac.

On the Amiga side, MacroSysten
are throwing in the complete ADPro
collection including the conversio



'e probably gathered, the real essence of
5 appeal is its ability to operate as a
ine editor/digital video effects generator.
in that domain it stands head and shoulders
e opposition.
@ the PAR card, actually moving edits
I8 both easy and, most importantly, instan-
‘Rather than physically moving the data,
and MovieShop combo simply makes a
fist from the existing data and skips around the
ive with the assistance of RAM buffering. As a
iSequence, making changes to the running
of scenes, or entire movies is instant,
§ the same process on the PAR could liter-
k@ hours as the system physically

| FEATURE |

rearranges the data
to reflect the new running
order, :
And, of course, the PAR system is strictly
limited to straightforward cut and paste editing,
unlike VLM which at present already offers a mas-
sive range of DVEs with more coming on-line by
the day,

Viab Motion -
the heart of the
Drace digital video system

g. As a result full D2 - the digi-
adcast standard — will be
teed. The only problem then will

it available storage space. To
‘point home the existing Jpeg
gettings will be replaced
| per second — enabling the
ing how much space 1o use

'such a high degree of
Draco will easily hold its
padcast market, even on a
= a factor which is backed
ict link to BetaCam SP
Ind other broadcast quality
is thanks to an optional
module which simply
board.
other card that really bene-
aco direct’ connection is
as that's already alive
the only other element is
L However, it remains to be
yystem will bother with a
version as the existing
ly works at and above CD

say the launch of the Dec
or is @ major event for the
for mere mortals, invest-
0 will hinge on the arrival of
versions of LightWave and
plications specifically for the

1o the various bits that have
a mention, there is one more
grade waiting in the wings,
B CO-pro is due to coincide
al Autumn launch of the
tery add-on is in fact a new
.card which will provide full
preview actually on the
control screen. Better still, the
 generate a genlockable sig-
the above to a 64-bit bus
ding at a blisteringly fast
uld add the finishing touch to

Aside from the systermn performance, the
price tag itself is bound to attract many
a serious Amiga fan, with the basic
Draco retailing cheaper than an Amiga
4000 running an 060 accelerator. Not
bad for a fully-featured digital video box
with the potential for full off-line editing,
CD quality audio, broadcast quality digi-
tal video effects, and much more
besides.

Look at the opposition from the likes
of Quantel's Paintbox and various
Mac systems and you'll discover the
Draco’s asking price is tiny in compari-
son. The only other question, especially
in relation to newcomers, is ease of
use.

Although generally no more daunting
than the average Amiga, there is one
aspect of the MovieShop environment
that could see some improvement,
namely the application of DVEs. To
achieve DVEs MovieShop employs a
Reverse Polish Notation system to
stack and process DVEs on an almost
unlimited collection of video clips simul-
taneously, For the novice, it must be
said the process can present something
of a hurdle. It would be nice if
MacroSystem implemented a GUI in the
style of MultiLayer specifically for DVE
design.

As for the system as a whole, there
are no complaints whatsoever. The beta
version tested arrived with all the neces-
sary bits separate from the tower, with
one piece of A4 listing the various con-
nections. | wired everything up, hit the
power button, and it fired-up first time!
Vorsprung durch technik — or something
similar

If you're tired of the trail of broken
promises surmounding Amiga develop-
ment, the Draco deserves serous very
attention. But if you're serious about
audio, video and computer graphics, the
Draco is nothing short of a dream
machine.

aYa LEM ESSENTIALS

RED = Essential BLACK = Recommended

—_ - HAT

L

The bottom line

Produce: Draco
Supplier: MacroSystem
Frice: £2750 — with 060, 4Mb
video, 4Mb system RAM,
quad-speed CD-ROM

E3670 — with all of the above
plus Toccata and VLab Motion
Phone: 0049 230 289 177
Fax: 0049 230 280 884

Hard drives sold separately

Ease of use g9
Implementation 9
Value for money__ 10
Overall 9

Amiga Computing

NOVEMBER 1995

E



A SUBSIDIARY CON
30 HARTINGTON ROAD, SOU!

THE NEW AMOS AGA EXTENSION
IS NOW AVAILABLE FROM PETRA
SOFTWARE.

ORDER THE AMOS AGA
EXTENSION FROM AMIGANUTS
NOW AND YOU WILL RECEIVE
AMOS DIALOG PROCEDURE

ABSOLUTELY FREE OF CHARGE!" |

IF YOU DON’T BUY ...
Tel: 01703 348943




DFTWARE

IPANY OF AMIGANUTS
IHAMPTON, HANTS. SO14 0EW

THE AMOS AGA EXTENSION AUTHORISED
BY MICHAEL PRINCE IS THE MISSING LINK
IN AMOS PROGRAMMING AND IT IS AT A
| PRICE THAT YOU CAN AFFORD!

£10.00 i p.»

AMOS DIALOGUE PROCEDURES BY JOHN A.
KINSELLA IS LIKE INTOS, ONLY IT IS MUCH
BETTER. WITH THIS PROGRAM THERE IS NO
NEED FOR THE INTERFACE LANGUAGE AS
THIS DOES IT ALL FOR YOU.

'YOU CAN ONLY CRY!!
i Tel/Fax: 01703 366069
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he Amiga may have been bomn

and raised to adolescence by

an American upstart company

in the form of Amiga
Incorporated, but after the transfer to
Commodore, the Amiga would enjoy
much greater success in Europe than on
the continent where it got its start. Poor
advertising got the machine off to a bad
start, but enough Commodore brand loy-
alists went with the Amiga to keep the
market fresh for the advent of desktop Booked into the Southern
video, which the Amiga has thus far had a Alberta Institute of Technology’s
firm grasp on. show floor were Wonder
Serious development was largely found Computers, the aforementioned
on the North American continent for a Canadian dealer/distributor/soft-
number of years, but attrition and more ware development company, Oregon
lucrative markets have squashed somea Research, publishers of Termite and
companies and lured others away. In On The Ball as well as the distributors of
some areas of Amiga development, most HiSoft products, AmiTrix, an Edmonton-based

notably the high-end graphics card mar- Amiga development and distribution com-
ket, North America is completely reliant

on European products, having no
home-grown card to consider,

The arrival of each new day
seems to bring more and more
television and print ads
for rival platforms.
Confusion

The Amiga Users of Calgary (AMUC) held a suc-
cessful AmiJAM in 1993, but the prospect of a

show in the summer of 1984 was too
uncomfortable for the group. The plans
went through for 1995 after the for-
mation of Amiga Technologies
increased user confidence.

and The Computer Shop, and Spots, a
local Internet service provider with active Amiga
support. In addition to booking dealers for the show

Braup

over Morth American distribu-
tion rights and policies have
only thrown the market
into more chaos.
Parhaps the best
way to start answer-
ing the question,
‘where exactly do
we stand?’ is with a
qualified ‘Mot as bad
as it looks." After all,
some things have
actually improved
measurably over the
past few months, namely the availability
of general-interest printed Amiga

The view of the Amiga Convention ‘95 show floor
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floor, AMUC brought speakers to the show, made ug
of local talent, Steve Vetzal, Informatiof
Technology Division Head for Wonde

ware piled high off the tables, Of parti
note were the products they acquired from
Dave Haynie kicks back MNew Horizons, most importantly

pany, local dealers Software Supermart during an autographing DasignWorks, the structured drawing
session for his video

Lazarus Engineering, the Wonder sister softwarg
development company. Oregon Research broug

Jason (ompton reports on the state and
survival of the Amiga nation in America

Computers, Dave Haynie and Dalg
Larson, former Commodore engs
neers, and myself. Dave Haynig'
speeches brought the bigges|
crowds, and they were rewardeg
with a look at a prototype board fg
MNyx, the AAA developmen
machine. Sadly, Dave’'s board
longer works.

Wonder sprawled across nearl
a quarter of the show floor, with soli

package, enhanced to version 1.1 b

e L.
.l i

)

=
[ | Ly
‘; =

£
0, .

Some of the crew of AmiTrix Developmeni

= 35 i ®»

magazines. For a time thera was only
one, but the introduction of this publica:
tion inte the market as well as the revival
of Amiga Game Zone has made the situa-
tion a bit more tolerable.

Where some software developers have
falled or given up, others press onward.
Consultron, manufacturers of the
astoundingly useful CrossDOS and
CrossMAC filesystern packages, are siil
keeping their heads above water,
President Lecnard Poma reports that his
company’s sales are down over the past
two years and that there hasn't been a
marked improvement since Escom's April
acquisition of the Amiga which ended a
year of total uncertainty, Still, sales in the
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iworld of Amig

Uinto the Amiga market in its current state,

1
:. he AmiJAM ‘95 panel discussion team

their entire Amiga product line and Bob Luneski, the
resident, spoke of an upcoming refit to On The Ball,
e personal organiser package recently acquired
from Pure Logic Software. Termite 1.1, the modem
ferminal program, was available, complete with
updated manual.
- AmiTrix was showing AmigaLink, the floppy-port
networking system it recently acquired distribution
fights for. Also on display were the SCSI-TV and
SCSI-570, the full SCSI interfaces for the COTV and
WAS70 that the AmiTrix engineers devised.
The show wound down with a panel discussion

figh-end market where cross-platform
disk sharing is a must have kept the com-
‘pany going and able to support its product
line.

. Standing in contrast to proud veteran
iLonsultron are new arrivals Phantom
iDevelopment, publishers of Amiga soft-
ware. When asked why he decided to get

President Christopher Aldi replied simply:
*| hate Windows. This is the business |
‘Want to be in. Maybe I'm stupid.”

First off the Phantom lines is Digital

made up of Brant Coghlan of AmiTrix, Dale Larson,
Dave Haynie, Steve Vetzal and Steve Cockwell from
Wonder, and myself. It crystallised the mood of the
show, which was one of ‘strong concern.” Amiga
users are looking for fast action and inspiring deci-
sions, and to date have not been getting what
they’re looking for.

Also discussed was what the panel would like to
see for future development of the Amiga line.
PowerPC was a virtually unanimous choice. As
Dave Haynie put it: “it will be the only RISC chip with
a chance to be priced as a commaodity item.”

Despite attendance in the hundreds (registered
attendance did not break 400, according to reports),
the exhibitors were pleased and the organisers were
too tired to be concerned. Show admittance was
free, and many people came and went without
checking in.

Everyone went home happy, and most people
were just glad to be in an environment with so much
Amiga enthusiasm and energy.

The manager ol
GixBase tries to
clear olf his tabie
inte the shopping
bags of the duo in
front of him

Quill, a high-powered, visually polished
lext editor by Timothy Aston, and soon to
follow will be Hell Pigs, a monstrously
large adventure that can be best
described as a cross between King's
Quest 6 and Zak McCracken and the
Alien Mindbendars — with big guns.
Classica, the Croatian team developing
Hell Pigs, plan an Amiga floppy version,

an Amiga CD-ROM version with full
motion video clips, as well as a PC
COnvVersion.

In between these stark comparisons
sits Mova Design, the three-man software
company famous for ImageFX, the pro-
fessional image manipulation package.
They survived the collapse and sale of
GVP by taking their ball and finding

Amernican
dream

in short, there are a lot of questions in the North
American market and no easy answers, The
decision to spend no marketing dollars this year
was a difficult one to accept for many. While the
argument is certainly true that this is not the
strongest market historically for the Amiga, the
potential-and existing-customer base cannot be
ignored.

Al this point, sitting back, sipping that cup of
coffee you just bought and riding out the situa-
lion is not a bad idea. Gilles Bourdin of Amiga
Technologies PR has asked North Americans to
send him articles mentioning the Amiga in major

press publications. Former engineers such as
Dale Larson have interviewed with ISE, the new
subcontractor for Amiga engineering. The ques-
tions are not easy, but the answers, slowly, are
ferthcoming.

And even more importantly, the dealer and
development support is still here. Yes, there is
no more GVP to flagship the Amiga on this con-
tinent. But the community survives. The users,
developers and dealers are doing as much as
they can, as evidenced by their continuing dedi-
cation and support. It is now Amiga
Technologies' market to make or break.
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somewhere else to play, so to speak.
Upon release of ImageFX 2.0, Nova
found their own independent distribution
channels rather than publishing through
GVP, as thay had done in the past.

Many areas of North America have
seen their dealerships shrink, consolidate,
or disappear altogether. Indeed, | am con-
stantly reminded that Mexico City, the
world's largest metropolis, has only ong
Amiga dealership. What, then, fuels
Wonder Computers, a dealership chain
that has grown from one store to five in
the past few years, has instituted a corpo-
rate division for infrastructure manage-
ment and product distribution, and recent-
ly added a software development team to
its repertoire?

Based in Ottawa, Canada, with stores
in Ottawa, Toronto, London, Montreal,
and Vancouver, the answer seems to lie
in dedication and making the right deci-
sions in the right places, as well as having
an impressive enough presence to instil
confidence in the user base.

Each of Wonder's five stores is Amiga-

’.

Dale Larson
shares another
rendition of Wild
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The assembled cast

of the AmiJAM '35
speakers, preseniers,
and organisers

ian and Steve, two die-hard Amiga
fans at the recent Amiga bash

-

only, barring the occasional video product
" Waonder's deal for distribution rights of the
Quasar Distribution product line (primarily
' consisting of Chris Hames' DirWork and
' PC-Task packages) put them on the map,
and their purchase of the New Horizons 'B-
Pack' of software, including DesignWorks,
QuickWrite, and QuarterBack added a
ready-made, if slightly dated, suite of a
. dozen products they could develop or sell
; outright at their option. (QuarterBack has
already been sold to Quasar.) Wonder's
services even include classes on the
Amiga, held in a small computer lab

o environment.

There cerainly is no lack of interest in
Amiga distribution on this continent, as
demonstrated by the half-dozen compa-
nies that participated in Amiga
Technologies' impromptu meeting in July
l which attempted, unsuccessfully, to impla-
il ment a solid distribution arrangement in
Morth Amenca.

i DISTRIBUTION ROLE

Alex Amor of Creative Equipment
I International, who has repeatedly tried to
f secure an agreement for distribution, says
he is “anxiously awaiting the release of the
Amiga Technologies line of machines in
Morth America." It Is unclear what role a
distributor would play — it has been made
clear by Amiga Technologies that they will
not spend a dollar on North American mar-
keting in 1985, and al the recent UK press
| and dealer conference they said they wera
i interested in a ‘partner’ rather than a ‘dis-
il tributor.’ This could dramatically change
|r' the way the Amiga is presented to the
market-when an agreement is reached.
What truly drives the Amiga market isn't
just the software developers or the dealers
or the distributors. In fact, | daresay they're
secondary. Amiga users have stepped up
where software developers, distributors,
and dealers, until very recently, have been
unwilling to tread, organising and holding
Amiga shows to keep the dream alive and
to retain active support for their machines,
gven if it means being a part of thal

support. ACs

Amiga (onuention ‘95

Just over a manth later, on the other side
of Canada, Amiga Convention ‘95 kicked
off. On paper the two shows don't look all
that different. Dale Larson and Jason
Compton booked as speakers. Wonder
Computers to anchor the dealer floor. Two
days, ending in a panel discussion. But just

as every city has its own flavour, every | qE
k.

Amiga show has its own lasting —
impressions. Gamet and Mark - Oby's Amigo Computing Shop

For one, AC '95 took a different approach to the off-floor entertainment. While
AmiJAM was very heavy on speeches and presentations, booking two different
rooms through most hours of the day, AC had only one presentation room, which had
demo, music, and graphics competitions in addition to the booked speakers. The
prganisers plan to make the winning entnes freely available on Aminet FTP

On the floor, the dealer presence was more noticeable, perhaps because they
were cramped more closely together — a testament 10 the number that were booked,
Dealers Oby's Amiga Computing Shop, GfxBase, and National Amiga were on hand
with products to sell, Pre'Spect Technologies had their own display of products
including the MultiFace |l and IV cards, which they now manufacture on license from
bsc, the original development company. AsimWare were on hand with theif
AsimCDFS CD-ROM filesystem, complete with CD32 emulation, which presidant
Paul Reeves took delight in demonstrating by playing hours of Super Stardust CD32.

While he did nat man a dealer table for long, Hal Greenlee had flyers on hand and
on display for the Micronik 4000 Tower, a custom Amiga 4000 tower system manks
factured in Germany with a special daughterboard offering expanded slots for tha
machine. As mentioned, Wonder Computers had a large display of software and
hardware at their tables, including enhanced New Horizons software. Rick Sulpizio, 8
distributor of the MacroSystem Germany product line in Canada, had the V-Lab
Motion set up for impressive displays of real-time non-linear editing.
Unfortunately, he did not have the Draco 060-based Amiga-compatible
non-linear editing computer with him. (See the exclusive review of the
Draco in this issue — ed.)

Most dealers kept a cheery disposition as the 12-hour days
marched on. Oby's sold every copy of Gloom they brought (greatly
assisted by the fact that they had a two-player networked display set
up for attendees to play), and National Amiga covered the entire cost
of the: trip the first day

Dale Larson, who now makes his living as President of Intangible
Assets Manufacturing, gave his presentation on networking Amigas — &

logical choice, since his company produces Amiga Envoy 2.0 and the book

Connect Your Amigal, as well as publishing Dave Haynie's Deathbed Vigl
documeantary and DiskSalv utility.

Al Mackey of MegaBall fame gave a stunning art demonstration on Digital

Creations' Brilliance paint program. | made the mistake of leaving the room when &

rough sketch was on the screen, and when | retumed two minutes later, a full-colour

cartoon drawing greeted me.

My speech was a consolidated version of the two speeches on emulation | gave al
AmiJAM. The crowd indulged my strange desires to play old Commeodore 64 games
on Amiga SCcreens.

The panel discussion closed the event with Dale Larson, Peter Cherna (also late of
Commodore and now employed on PC development at Scala), Greg Scott, president
of National Amiga, and myself. Most of the audience’s guestions were aimed at the
former Commuodore folk, feeling out
their theories for future develop-
ment and the potential for the

Amiga Computing
TORBER 1985

|_ Amiga in the marketplace.

Paid attendance was
roughly that of the registered
attendance at AmiJAM.
Those that came had
essentially the same
guestions and concerns
S a5 the first time around -
when will we see new
products? When will we be sup-
ported? When will we be con- |
vinced that this isn't Commodore
all over again?
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The Fall & Rise in Amiga
Frame Grabbing...

ProGrab™ has caused a Real Fall in the Price of Quality Frame Grabbing
- the Rise in Standards speak for themselves!

The revolutionary NEW 5-VHS ProGrab™ 24RT Plus, with Teletext, is not only the best way to get
crisp colour video images into your Amiga, it also costs less than any of its rivals. This real
time, PAL-SECAM-NTSC*, 24-Bit colour frame grabber/digitiser has slashed the price of
image grabbing on the Amiga, and at the same time has received rave reviews for its ease
of use and excellent quality results. ProGrab Plus™ is now S-VHS compatible too!

ProGrab™ has received honours from just about every Amiga magazine!
And... with ProGrab™ you needn't be an expert in Amiga Video Technology either...
A simple 3 stage operation ensures the
right results - Real Time, after time.

STAGE 1...
Country: i, Select any video source with SVHS or composite output. This could
Waic fJ' ¥ be your camcorder, TV with SCART output, satellite receiver,
i domestic VCR/player or standard TV signal passing through
your VICR/player... the choice is yours

STAGE 2...
With ProGrabs software, select an image you wish 1o capture
Lsing the on screen preview window - and Grab (because the
hardware grabs frames in real time, theres no need for a freeze frame
facility on the source device]. ProGrab™ even includes a Teletext viewing/
capturing facility from either TV or sateliite sources. Once grabbed, simply
downioad and view the full image on your Amiga screen

STAGE 3...

Use the image with your favourite word processor, DTP or graphics package

u% (us

ProGrab™ really does make
P It that simple!

Gradx images with
YO Camcorder
Including 5vHS A

: on One

Take & ssgnal from a

TV with SCART output

Lise a satetlite recenser
A5 YOour autput desice

Grab TV or video
pictures from your
VRS video outpit

including S4HS

For just E129.95
Prorab™ i suppled with
!'.'\:'I'.-"llll'l_.- WU Peed
= ProGrab™ 24RT Plus Digitiser
® Mew Vertlan 2.5 Software
= Parallel Port Connecting Cabdle
= Mains Power Supply Unit
® User Marwal

r .c;']'

for the seEnousprofesiona i

= PCMCIA Interface for AB0DS 1 "-ﬁ"! %
and A1200% only £29.95 ’ i"h ""=£ % o ot o
H"'-.,_\_I_ f --. .- i ... i T1
oo i I L

ProGrabs™ optianal PCMCIA Incertacs

Ca extend DeTfoimAnCe ByaEn mors

] FASTER aperation
= Faster Downloadng Times

fup 1o FVE fimes quickes

+ Improved animstion speeds of up o .
I 1ps |rmecinio) & i 2 f’
A 1 &3 ] arwnatic -
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For more I"Ill'i'l'l"'.-"!f.l:i'r' of [0 l:,ll;:'l e i

fyour hands on the NEW ProGrab
Plus™, call our sales line on :

'-..g 1 773 83 67 81 i-'E;:ma:Hl%.-’Mﬁ: Initiak(s) 5-urname: . : i
" HEEEN

...or Post/FAX your requirements |

on the order form provided to | County (Country): Postcode:
: Daytime Phone; Evening Phone;
computers @ | Please rush me...  ProGrah Plus™ & £129.95 inc, pip §_ | [Fating Protiesh men, Upgrade m Sofivar:
‘5 h a rw o o d i PCMCIA LI:I.I.EI'fE‘I! F 51‘}.'}5 :il'll,'., pﬁp 5 | Version L5 @ k0% inc, plip pleme Gk
& : Optional FAST Courter Service Delivery i 6195

;"‘.1 ¥, the UK's favourite Amiga Dealer ! Card holder's signature:

Gordon Harwood Computers Limited. ;II:'|'|'|"-«'|I-|.'I-.".'II.'<'“- ivasi call far prices et | TOTAL &
PRCEE B - New Street, Alfreton, Derbyshire DESS TBP - : — e
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me Tel: 01 773836781 Fax: 01 773 831040 | i | |1} iR
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comeerns ODSESSIO

With a score of 87%, PLUS a Gold Award to boot, Obsession U
comes highly recommended from the Amiga Computing team. ‘
With our sister magazine Amiga Action giving it

a score of 86%, Obsession should definitely
not be missed. %

And here’s your chance to
. SAVE over 25% on the RRP and get your very
~ own copy of this fantastic game for only £21.95

" Obsession has four unique tables jammed full of special features
"~ bonuses and much, much more to keep you on the edge of your

" seat. So hurry and put pen to paper, fill in the form below and pop
it the post NOW to get your own copy of OBSESSION.

Priority order form

& YES! Please rush me my copy of OBSESSION
| now at the amazing price of £21.95!

r----—---—--
i

Please send my goodies to:
Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)

Addrass X =

Postcode _ Daytime phone

| wish to pay by:
[] Cheque/postal order payable to IDG Media

[] Credit card (Visa/Access/BarclaycardMastercard/Eurocard/Connect)

Card No. [T T 1] (T T 1] [T T CLLL] ExpiyDate

[ Tick this box if you do NOT wish fo receive further infarmalion on spectal offers and games

Please allow 28 days for delivery

Now send your completed form to: Merlin Offer, IDG Media , FREEPOST,
(SK3038) Media House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 4NP
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[ ypical — Commodore create a
way for a program to be able

fion program, quietly converting any
files that are loaded.
. Datachrome is meant to do exactly

ormal |FF version of that file which is
at your program actually ends up

(ihat. Once activated it will intercept any
pad request, see if the file type being
tbaded is a supported datatype, and if it
5. Datachrome will convert the file to a

Jdoading.
In use this can cause problems.
“Firstly, you must make sure you remove
fihe icon datatype from the
Days:Datatype drawer. Otherwise,
iwhen you open a window on
i orkbench, Datachrome will intercept
severy icon file and convert it 1o an IFF
?. This is then passed to Workbench
fWhich, not surprisingly, gets very
“ponfused.

_" TERCEPTING

Another side effect is that any pro-
“grams that use external graphics will
‘tause Datachrome to intercept the load
bgalls. It you are using a MUI application
Hhis can get a little annoying, especially

Unstaller program, and the fact there are

[GRAPHICS IS

x
. to load any type of file type it
ieeds to, and no one uses it. What is
tneeded is a program thal will sit in
‘between the datatypes and the applica-

[ransparently import —
any picture format into —
any program. sounds —
lise a good idea to —
Meil Mohr —

as MU| already supports datatypes. Datachrome executable is only 14k, so Load Jpegs

The general side effect is that the will fit on a floppy with no problem at all. e
‘Datachrome message requester pops The actual Datachrome program is
wp unexpectedly, which is both annoy- very simple, comprising two tick boxes
ng and slows the computer down and two buttons, allowing you to acti-

somewhat, vate Datachrome and disable the con-
" Installation of Datachrome is a version requester. It is possible to
‘breeze, thanks to the standard Amiga change the directory where the

bonly four files to install. The main

Auailable
datatypes

Tiff e

Targa
PNG

‘Windows BMP | X BitMap
Pict DeBox
Sun Raster

| Datatypes were introduced with version 3.0 of the
Amiga's operating system and are based on the
object-oriented design methodology, part of which
includes the need for logic normalisation.
What does that mean? | hear some of you cry.
Well basically, why should every programmer, for
' ery program, have to write their own code Lo
ndle loading different file formats. Surely it
would ba far better if one person wrote the load
routines and allowed any program to access them.
Datatypes allow programmers to use a single

= F;"' ' R T EEOD O I E e
L ST

Crssres & s ¥ i meEly % O
ded with | Other datatypes: ety ot T
Datachrome: oo igainsrodungd

" S . L
L TR LRy

|
Pl £ pewmdny i 0 e 1 g 1R
e el oy Py o e e e
Wl e & o g ol
Ll
R ey gy e S 'y e

Reko It's a breeze Final Writer

\Uhat are datatypes

interface to load any supported type of file format,
some of which may or may not be known to the
programmer now or in the future.

The PNG datatype is a prime example of this.
Say a program was written last year that supported
the loading of picture datatypes. That programmer
could not have possibly known anything about the
PNG datatype, as it didn't even exist. Yet with the
release of the PNG datatype, their program can
load PNG pictures just as easily as if they were
IFFs.
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temporary converted files are stored.
This last point is of particular use to hard
drive users because you can save pre-
cious memory by using the hard drive to
store the converted file.

In general use Datachrome work fine
— programs like Final Writer, Dpaint and
Brilliance all work perfectly with
Datachrome. My main criticism is the
actual control program - it is far too
basic. For starters, it should have been
implemented as a commodity, allowing
the usual hot keys to activate and deac-
tivate Datachrome and to pop the GUI to
the front. It would also be very handy if
you could have a list of datatypes to
exclude from conversion, along with a
list of programs Datachrome should
ignare.

Due to the problems with Data-
chrome intercepting all the load calls, it is
not possible to leave it running in the
background as it just interferes with other
programs far too often. Datachrome does
what it says it should do, the problem Is,

it could do it a little better. Fac
CUCTEIM [CCcrnTini
I_-:'_-'ll.r'..:-.I:;r |-L|I:H$.]
RED = Eszontial BLACK = Recommended

Lhe bottom hine

Product: DataChrome
Supplier: Chroma
Frice: £29.95
Phone: 01328 B62693

Ease of use
Implementation
Value for money
Overall

O~ @




= HOW TO ORDER
Public Domain Prices Kay
Each Public Domain Disk ~ 99p [WB2+] Workbench 2+
[WB3+] Workbanch 3+ 0

PEJSrEgE On All Orders ?5[:‘ [Eﬂ‘! Numbear of Disks

O F TWA R E FRasicnls oitsice LW buf in £ U acd 107 fo TOTAL [1MB] Minkmum Memany

Fasioaniy -E“Hua-[;: -'l:m-rn'aau' 1% ma r.::-rﬁ-lézl'.P [AGDA] r:m‘ AGA Machines
. Catal 5 ] I

Dept AC92, P.O. Box 151, Darlington, County Durham, DL3 S8YT |ttt ., 0 e e
BUY 10 PD DISKS GET 1 FREE!!

Make all Cheques and Postal Orders Payable to
ACTIVE SOFTWARE
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Better than Amiga World

= | am writing to tell you how grateful | am to receive your magazine, Amiga Computing, in
| fulfilment of the remainder of my subscription to Amiga World. These have been trying
days for Amiga owners in the United States, with suppliers and publishers closing shop
or switching to PC-related products.
| am delighted by the depth of the articles in your magazine, as evidenced by its thick-
ness in my mailbox. | am also quite pleased that you publish a US edition complete with
US advertisers. It is good to see that there are still some loyal businesses supporting
i the Amiga community in the States.
| also look forward to upgrading to your Gold Subscription. | have tried your
CoverDisks in the past, but newsstand prices of foreign periodicals are almost criminal
! here.
Please keep up the good work, it is not unappreciated here.
Robert J Bruce, Kansas USA

I'm pleased that you like our new edition of Amiga Computing. We are proud to
| offer what we consider to be the best advice on new products and old alike, with

up to the minute news reporting and in-depth tutorials, and to paraphrase Al
Jolson, you ain't read nuthin’ yet!

Sinaing our praises

| must write to congratulate and thank all
of you for providing a valuable and infor-
mative publication. You do justice to the
Amiga by representing the qualities of
the machine, notably creativity and
enthusiasm. Perhaps the bes! compli-
ment | can give is that you really seem to
enjoy doing what you are doing.

For instance, if | take a look at your
August ‘95 edition, in the ImageFX v2.1
review, | immediately notice that you're
not saying ‘ImageFX does this...’
Instead, you're saying ‘| am happy to use
ImageFX' or ‘This seems odd to me..." or
‘Maybe you really ought to look at this
etc. Sea the difference? Of course,
because that's what makes your maga-
zine different to the PC magazines I've
flicked through. They are all ‘Mhz' and
Windows X.Y.'

You get this feeling running up your
spine that that's all PCs are. But when
you get your hands on an Amiga, it's like
‘Hey, what shall we do now - music, art?
It's friendly and it's shaped by you. One
of my friends owns a PC and all the time
he's saying: ‘What's it doing now’ or 'It's
run out of memory’ &tc.

Please keep up the good work — you

provide a kind of parenthood over the
Amiga users.

Finally, | would be pleased to hear any
comments you might have about the
future of the Amiga and that shadowy
force that is Escom.

C Cousins, Warrington

| think we do enjoy what we are doing,

SURF'S

=
EE
~
L

POSTBAG

Amiga (omputing has recently become an

and it's for the reasons you give. intprnational publication with a Us edition

Although we all get frustrated when
the Amiga crashes, it's normally
because we want to carry on having
fun. As for Escom, read our piece by
Gareth Lofthouse on the recent press
conference that took place in
Heathrow.

True fans

going out to subscribers of the now-
defunct Amiga World. It seems from the
amount of mail the change has proved

quite popular with our American cousins.

As an avid Amiga user for eight years it
is still good to see such enthusiasm from
other Amiga users. After the Commodore
fiasco, it's obvious the only people still
reading magazines and writing software-
are true Amiga fans.

If Escom do deliver the goods as
promised, then | am sure the Amiga will
be back in the Spotlight. It was nice fo
see the new logo Escom plan to use on
our new machines. In my opinion (even

I've seen in the news pages of issues 88 and 89
of your magazine the incredible Zip Drive which
acts like a 100Mb removable hard disk, and in
the future there will be a version which will also
incorporate a 3.5 inch high density drive.

My question is, where can | buy this wonderful
drive? Is it only in the USA or is there a distribu-
tor here in Europe? I've seen a review of itin a
US magazine which says it is the most wonder-
ful thing ever made, but doesn't give an address
where you can buy the drive. If | buy it in the US
will it work in Europe?

You are the only European magazine | have
seen that has said something about the Zip
drive. Congratulations on informing the readers

Iberian inquiry

of new technologies, and will you be deing a full
review of the Zip Drive?

Yours is the only Amiga magazine that has
given a CD free that is full of interesting things,
and | think it's the first to publish something
about the new Personal Paint 6.3. Not only that,
you also had an offer to buy it on a floppy or
CD-ROM version,

| hope you don't raise your price as other
magazines have done as | don't buy these any
more — and it's not just me, they have lost

NOVEMBER 1895

with the energetic red square) the log J
does not appear bold enough.

| have subscribed to your magazine i
the past, although | have bought the
magazine at the local newsagent
recently for two reasons..
1. Uncertainty about Commodore and
the Amiga.
2. The free gifts you have offered recent
ly have not interested me (when are you

thousands of readers because we are not as
rich as they think we are.
C A Redrado, Menorca

Ola sefior Redrado! Check out this month's

. issue for a full review of the super Zip. I'm

glad you liked the Personal Paint feature and
the CD we gave away on May's issue. As for
our cover price, we are always at the mercy
of the cost of the paper we print on, but we
have managed to hold our price down this
far, and hope to continue to hold it down.
Besides which, | really hope you don’t just.
buy our magazine because it is cheap, but
rather that it is the best.



|

LETTERS [

 a new subscriber, formerly an Amiga World
have just received my first issue of your
a and am very impressed with the look
tent. My question is one that | am sure is
red by many other readers both here and on
side of the ocean.
‘an A3000 owner, with 10Mb RAM, a 24-
=GS spectrum board, etc. On reading your
e | felt both lost and confused. Where
A3000 folks fit in with the state of the
7 | originally bought my EGS to tap into
ar of 24-bit graphics, only to discover
‘new games for the A4000 won't even
w seem to feature CoverDisks, but even if |
the extra price for these mags, | couldn't
se the programs on the disks. Will | ever be
ble to run CD32 games or any of the AGA

what about PC/Mac compatibility? If |
se an Emplant, will my EGS be able to
the 256 colour games and programs avail-
for the PC? And will a PowerPC board be
able for the A3000? How much would it

Does anyone care?

cost? Would it be more economical?

Like many others, | don’t have the money to
simply trash my computer and buy a new
A4000T, or even an A1200. | have a large
investment in my current equipment and would

‘appreciate an honest answer or speculation on

how bad off A3000 owners really are.

As you cover the new and exciting develop-
ments for the new Escom Amiga, please
remember that there are a lot of us out here
using A3000s who would like to know where we
stand. We are confused and worried. We would
appreciate any information you could give us, as
well as clarification in your reviews and articles
as to what will and won't run on our machines.

Thank you for your excellent magazine and |
look forward to receiving it every month,

B Nicholson, Lake Buena Vista, USA

Well now, Mr Nicholson, don't fret. Quite a
few of the staff of Amiga Computing are also

‘Workbench on your machine.

A3000 owners and we don't look worried.
Sure, you'll never be able to play AGA
games, but is that really all you bought your
graphics card for? Yes, you can buy an
Emplant and run 256 colour Mac games on it,
| do (get Maelstrom, by the way), but PC
bridgeboards are a little thin on the ground at
the moment.

If you are currently still using Workbench
2.x, which | assume you are because you say
that you can't run 256 colour programs on

as this will let you run a 256 colour

Finally, on a personal note, | think that the
Commodore ever designed and they have a
lot of advantages over A4000s, including a
built-in SCSI controller and more importantly,
a flicker fixer so you can use your Amiga
with any old VGA monitor and not have to
worry about not being able to sync down to
15kHz.

geing to change them?)
" Needless to say, | will probably sub-
scribe soon enough.

M Clatworthy, Herstmonceux

might be seen as a shame that
- is only true Amiga fans who
we left to produce software and
hardware for us. We really need
1o have big companies seeing
us as a valid platform for devel-
gpment in order to bring our
machine back to prominence. All
the same, we are getting some
great stuff at the moment. Look at
Photogenics, Twist, DOpus 5, etc.
- As for the new Escom logo, you can
always send us what you think would
be more appropriate. If we get enough
gntries we might have a competition to
see which one we think is best.

luality products

| read with interest about the CD:ROM
ihat Colchester Zoo are employing and
ould be very interested in buying such
@ quality CD. Imagine how popular the
Amiga range of computers will become
jith products such as these — parents
will not need to take a second mortgage
o provide quality edutainment for their
children,

Mow that CD drives are available to
ilhe mass market, courtesy of Squirrel, |
hope more products of this nature will
Become available. This is what the
PAmiga needs to be taken seriously in the
realm of multimedia. | also have a demo
iof Insight: Living Body by Optonica, and
Mrust that this product is still due for
release.

| also hope that once the A1200, 4000
d CD32s come back into production,
‘these companies will make AGA CDs
the standard. Without this commitment,
the Amiga will always be held back.

etters please

Keep those letters coming! if you
can't be bothered to find a bit of
paper and a stamp, why not g-mail
us? Simply point your mailer to:
ESP@acomp.demon.co.uk
There's a £50 pound prize for
the best letter printed as
an ingentive

Mon-AGA graphics do not carry the
same impact and quality, and our
litles will always pale in compari-
son to those on the PC.
Commodore, and Escom (7),
dropped the non-AGA
machines for good reason —
this is the 1980s.

This leads onto anothear
point = with the vast majority
of Amiga users who are

unwilling to update their
machines, we will never sea
software that can match the likes
of Word or Word Perfect. Qur com-
puters will never be powerful enough.
And if, for instance, Word did appear on
the Amiga, how many people would
buy it?

For that price you could buy yourself
a second-hand A1200 with a copy of
Wordwaorth 2. | only hope that the Amiga
market will develop and that its users
take note, so | can continue to use and
support my favourite.machine without
sattling for second best.
A Morse, Milton Keynes

There has been no decision made on
whether the Colchester Zoo CD will
become a commercial product yet.
Ben Vost, the author of the piece,
says he hopes it does because it is
really informative and fun to use. The
Squirrel SCSI controller has indeed
been a phenomenal success, with
HiSoft selling them as fast as they
can produce them.

Put this together with the fact that’

the survey we conducted at the end
of last year showed that most people
were interested in buying a CD-ROM
drive, and you have a convincing
argument for more developers to pro-
duce quality titles like the Colchester
Zoo one.

But it doesn't just have to be limit-
ed to edutainment titles either = it

Amiga Computing
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Hard driue
Wworries

I've just bought a second-hand A1200
with hard drive, PSU, mouse, manual,
and disks complete, except for the Hard
disk install disk version 3.0 and the
Amiga Hard Drive Users guide.

All that was otherwise wrong was
that the keymap was set to American,
resulting in the wrong characters being
produced by the English keyboard.

Could you please tell me where |
rmight buy the above disk and manual.

D R Bartnell, London

| take it from your letter that the hard
drive was fitted by a third party,
rather than bought with one when it
was new. Unfortunately, this was
always the only way you could
actually get hold of the official
Commodore hard drive installation
disk and manual, whether that situa-
tion has now changed with Amiga
Technologies remains to be seen,
¥You could try contacting them on
01628 TT0036E.

Alternatively, should you have no
luck with that avenue of enquiry, you
can try any of the numerous PD
libraries whose adverts grace our
pages and ask them if they have a
public domain or shareware equiva-
lent of the Commaodore installer. You
will quite likely be offered RDPrep
which is excellent, although it
doesn't actually come with a manual.

would be really nice to see some
original CD-based games that don't
rely on CD32 emulation, but that ran
from Workbench or a CD32. Any
offers?
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lJauve (usicks plunges an appendage
inta the P pile and plucks out a

plethora of premier products

utumn marches ever onward, and before we

know it Christmas will once again be upon us.

It's over a year now since | took over the

reigns of Public Sector and that time has seen
many changes, not least of them being Escom’s pur-
chase of the Amiga. But some things never change.
The quality of my alliterative standfirsts is, for exam-
ple, as feeble as ever, and the quality of the PD and
shareware Amiga Computing receives has remained

consistentiy high...

titreme Amos #1

Produced by: Carl Drinkwater
Available from: PD libraries

It's not often that the first issue of
a diskmag makes a really good impres-
sion. This is particularly so in the case
of those concemning Amas programrming
as the vasl majority tend to be
disappointing, insubstantial products
Understandably, since this is the first

Extreame Amos boasis
& more innovative
interface than most
disk magarines

Amiga Computing
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MUSIC

Surfing On The
Jaze Waue

Produced by: The Grooving Brothers
Available from: 17 Bit Software
Disk No. 3828 A/B

‘What you genna do when thare ain't no
swing?' asks the title screen of this curi-
ous production. Speaking personally 'l
probably throw a party, but for those
rather more favourably inclined towards

Piles O’ Tiles... one of two excellent Amos
programs included on Extreme Amos

izsue, the content of some of the articles
is a little thin. This is forgivable though,
because at least the topics covered are
more adventurous and interesting than in
some disk magazines | have encoun-
tered. Tutorials, news, source code and
50 on make up the bulk of the magazine,
and Extrame Amos also makes no secret
of its close links with Mushroom PD.
which claims to be the second largest
Amos-only PD library in the country.
Extreme Amos also distinguishes itself
because it employs a stylish Workbench-
like interface for article selection which

fArtcore

Produced by: Scoopex
Available from: Pixel Digital PD

Artcore is a slideshow with a differ-
ence. Whereas ordinary slideshows
present the viewer with a series of

L

Explore the Artcore galiery...

it this disk could prove quite interesting.

Essentially, Surfing On A Jazz Wave
an immaculately presented collection
acid jazz tunes, all beautifully sample
and arranged. This sort of music doesn
do much for me, but if this is you
thing then you'll love this disk — and e er
if it's not you will at least ba stunned b
the top class graphics and crisp soun
reproduction.

As an added bonus, there's alsa an
attempt to categorise a few dozen artist
and their recordings, labelling then
Dance, Funk, Acid Jazz, Salsa
Indefinable, or whatever. And at least t
programmers realised that a well-craftet
music module benefits from the non:
inclusion of spinning texture-mappet
balls and spiralling pictures of top supen
models,

makes a welcome change to the usual
scrolling text-based lists

As an added bonus, the second of tha
two disks on which Extreme Amos
comes contains two excellent programs
which demonstrate effectively what Amos
is capable of in the hands of good
authors. The first of these, Paul Burkey's
Piles O’ Tiles, is an enjoyable Shanghak
style game in which the objective is fa
remove pairs of 'Free' tiles — those which
are not surrounded by tile stacks of equal
heights. In the mould of numerous
great puzzle games, it is simple but
enormously engaging.

The second program is a magic eye
picture creator called TERDS (standing
for Totally Excellent Random Dat
Stereograms). Written by magazine pro-
ducer Carl Drinkwater, this is one of the
better programs of its type, offering vark
ous options for twiddling with the RDS
creation process.

Both TERDS and Piles O' Tiles arg
decent titles in their own right, but com-
bined with the first issue of a promising
new diskmag they become ewven
more attractive. This is a package worth
investigating.

pictures, one after another. with
some awful tune wibbling away in the
background, Artcore allows you to
explore a texture-mapped 3D dun
geon-siyle 'gallery’... with some awful
tune wibbling away in the back-
ground.

It's surprising how much such &
simple idea adds to the interest
Admittedly, as a consequence of
including this kind of ‘game engine
on the disk, only a dozen or so pic-
tures can be included. But in this age
where the prefix ‘Virtual' is often hap-
pily slapped onto computer versions
of real-life experiences and held up
as examples of advancing technolo-
gy, it is perhaps fitting that the com-
mon computer slideshow should be
overhauled in this manner.

What about the pictures though?
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Super Skiddy Things 3
On lce

Programmed by: Simon Hitchen
Available from: PD Libraries

This amusing little two-player racing
game is just the thing for those lengthen-
ing Autumn evenings. The aim is to
guide your rubber-suited Penguin around
gne of the four tracks before your oppo-
nent does. The thing is, since the tracks
are constructed on ice, there tends to be

The title screen includes a basic ping-pong
game... fiftean years ago this sort of thing

o a Grandstand Video Game System would
 have been all the rage

Well, admittedly if they were in a
conventional slideshow they
wouldn't grab the attention particu-
larly. The fantasy images are all pret-
ty typical: a couple of monstrous
entities and the obligatory naked
women in bizarre and highly unlikely
poses. The standard of artwork
throughout is high but imagination is
1 little lacking in some cases.

it's slightly dronic really that what
s first and foremost a slideshow
should impress largely because it
clones the often-imitated PC blast-
fest Doom, albeit, of course, without
the violence. Bul it's a nice idea, and
one I'd like to see attempted again in
the near future — and given the stun-
ning lack of originality displayed in
the demo scene sometimes, | think
it's highly likely that | will.

Roach AndF

Scores of
artists and
recordings
categorised for
your listening
pleasure

AT

a fair bit of skidding around, making this
a slightly trickier exercise than might
be imagined... especially when the
track slippiness setting is adjusted for
minimum grip.

Top graphics and decent sound defi-
nitely help, but as ever it's the playability
which makes or breaks a game. Super
Skiddy Things 3 is not only very good
fun, but it's the sort of game you and a
friend could end up playing for quite
some time.

Admittedly it does not demand a great
deal of brainpower, but this is, if any-
thing, in the game's favour. And in the
unlikely event of one of you becoming
bored with skidding around the tracks at
high speed, the title screen also features
a simple ping-pong game.

—and then stare at the
pictures for hours on end

PD and SHAREWARE }

| want to hear from you if you have any
program, whatever its purpose, which
you consider worthy of review. Whether
it will be frealy distributable public
domain, shareware or licenceware, if
you feel it's of sufficient quality to merit
coverage then stick it in a |iffy bag or
padded envelope and send it in with all
haste. | promise I'll at least look at your
work — even if it's yet another Lottery
program or Klondike cardsel. It does
make my job a lot easier though if disks
are clearly labelled. Please also include
a cover letter detailing the disk contents
and price and giving some basic
instructions. The magic address is:

Dave Cusick

PD submissions
Amiga Computing
Media House
Adlington Park
Macclesfield SK10 4NP

Owing more than a little
to Skidmarks, Super
Skiddy Things 3 in ali its
graphical splendour

Belle’s Paint

Programmed by: Philip Drake
Available from: SaddleTramps PD
Disk No. A115

A charming paint package written in
Amos Professional and boasting a
decent saelection of tools. In addition to

All the toals you
would expect are to
be lound in the Belle's
Paint toolbox

the compulsory line and shape toals, it is
possible to turn on lines of vertical and
horizontal reflection symmetry, zoom in
to work in detail on tricky areas, and fill
in areas with preset patterns. At the click
of a button the screen can also be
flipped either haorizontally or vertically.
While it's scarcely a rival for Personal
Faint or Brilliance, or even DPFaint,
Belle's Paint is a competent piece of pro-
gramming which costs a fraction of the
price of commercial alternatives. It's also
got some nice touches. For instance,
with a little bit of effort it is apparantly
possible to use the program to perform
some video titling functions such as
fancy wipes
However the only documents provided
are some very brief ones added by those
nice people at SaddleTramps, 50 a
degree of expermentation could be nec-
essary to familiarise yoursalf with this
facility. | must confess, | couldn't entiraly
»>
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MPD and SHAREWARE

acauenger

Programmed by: Ben Wright
Available frorm: Ben Wright

Old game ideas are constantly being resurrected in
the world of PD and shareware, which is not necessar-
ily a bad thing because many golden oldies were a
good deal more entertaining than some recent com-
mercial offerings. Scavenger is essentially Asteroids,
with the slight difference that to finish a level in this
version the player must collect a certain number of
gems, rather than just blow away every asteroid on
the screen.

However, | don't think I've ever played such a diffi-
cult Asteroids clone. Scavenger is so tough that even
with the maximum possible nine lives | struggled to
stay alive for more than a minute or two.

The strange thing is that despite being almost
impossibly tricky due to what might kindly be
described as quite sensitive controls, Scavenger is
very addictive. There is also the added advantage that
you're not likely to finish the game in a hurry.

Yes, the first time you play it you'll be lucky to last
three seconds before colliding with a giant floating

»>

get to grips with the process in the limited
time available, but I'm sure others will.

If you fancy trying your hand at produc-
ing some titling effects or are just on the
look out for a no-frills paint package,
Belle's Paint is definitely worth checking

y fiemDate c

Programmed by: Andrew Whiteley
Available from: Roberta Smith DTP
Disk No. BU169

If you're one of those people who always
forgets important dates such as birthdays
and anniversaries, then RemDate is the
program for you. |t stores these along
with special days, diary appointments,
addresses and telephone numbers, mak-
ing this one of the most comprehensive
personal organiser programs in the public
domain. It can print out in a variety of
ways, including paper of sizes suitable for
use in pockel personal organisers

On demand, RemDate will summarise

GENS @Yy LIUES 2

Scavenger is a tough Asteroids clone that's

even harder on accelerated Amigas

chunk of rock. But that won't stop you coming back for
more.

The graphics and sound are reasconable enough,
although they are certainly nothing to get excited
about. The gameplay is a different kettle of fish alto-
gether though, because arcade action fans will want to
have this game's babies,

events in the next few days and inform
you how many days are left before a cer-
tain day such as a birthday, allowing you
to plan accordingly. When entering these
dates in the first place, it is possible to
specify how much warning you want, 50
you'll have no excuse for being late with
that anniversary card.

RemDate is also capable of displaying
key events that happened 'On this day in
history’, or in a specified year, and
producing a quote for the day.

There's a small program included
called RemDateWB which is designed to
sit in your Workbench Startup drawer.
Then, when you turm on your machine it
will remind you of any events coming up
RemDateWB can also be configured so
that it only does this once a day, rather
than every time you reboot, which was a
thoughtful inclusion by the author

The interface is attractive and the pro-
gram is a joy to use. In short, if your life
Is in need of some organisation then
RemDate will be the answer to your

prayers. LT
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For practically a year now since the launch of the
MNational Lottery last November, there has never
been a week go by without at least one Lottery
program arriving in the Public Sector mailbag. It
must be said that the majority are much of a
muchness, and even in the more outstanding
cases it is very hard to tell whether these pro-
grams will improve your chances of winning.
There have been plenty of random number
selectors and even a lottery simulator. One gen-
tleman this month sent in the interesting Talk A
Lottery, designed to literally tell you some ran-
dom numbers, which was at least something
glightly different — but unfortunately it stubbomly
refused to run for me, making it rather hard to try
out.

Still, if you fancy getting hold of a proper

gtrange currencies

predictor, whether out of curiosity or because the
Lottery has become so important to you that
you've nothing better to do of an evening than
consider endless multi-ticket permutations, then
here's the Public Sector guide to the three to

Pro Lottery 11

(Originally reviewed in AC83)
Available from: Ali Prior

The program | think I'd opt for if | ever bothered
doing the Lottery. This was the first predictor
Amiga Computing recalved which suggests multi-
ticket permutations, making it very useful to
members of Lottery syndicates.

lottery Winner AGA

{Originally reviewed in ACE4)
Available from: OnLine PD (Disk No. OX101)

This is a demonstration version, with the full version
costing £2.50 from the author. Prediction methods
based on recognising trands in winning numbers,

MP Lottery 1

(Qriginally reviewed in ACBS5)
Available from: Michael Pratt

Attractivaly presented program, with the added
advantage of costing only a quid, exactly the
same price as a Lottery ticket.
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AMIGA HARDWARE

HARD DRIVES EXTERNAL HARD DRIVE.
WESTERN DiGITAL A1200 OVERDRIVES

3.5" IDE 270MB...................£189.89

540MB......12ms... £149.99 420MB...........£219.09
630MB......10ms...£169.99 540MB...........c...... £229 99
850MB ......10ms....£189.99 B50MB............c...... £289.99
1.2 GIG....10ms...£289.99 12 GIG................£379.99
1.6 GIG....10ms...£429.99
PRINTERS

QUANTUM EPSON

Stylus Colour inkjet printer

210MB 12ms rgo gg offers photographic like quality

when wused with optional
2TOMB......12ms5...... £89.99 720DP| printer drive (coated

420MB......12ms....£124.99 paper required). Built in auto

540MB.......12ms....£139.99 iheetieader

1 GIG........ 10ms....E250.08 Only ...t £429.99
Coated T20DP| paper

15" SCSI-2 {200 shesls)......coecrnrs £22.89

270MB......12ms..

EREEacl STUDIO 2 - PRINTER S/IW

Professional print studio for the
Amiga. Enhance the output of
£349.99 your printer inc. 7200P1 on
Epson Stylus Colour

540MB .....12ms....
T30MB ......10ms....
1 GIG.......12ms....

SEAGATE TR S £49.99
3.5" IDE SEKOISHA SL-96

420MB......12m=s...£124 99 High guality 24 pin colour
printer. Scalable fonts, tractor
ﬁgmglgmz Egggg food. Rated BE%: CU AMIGA.
...... _ | AAGA
1.2 GIG.....10ms...£259.99 Y £149,99

SEKOISHA SP-1900+
1 e e oy (Mol ' 2 pin dot matrix printer, Single

3.5" IDE sheeat or Tractorfead.

L8 i 1T SR S £114.99
420MB ......12ms....E129.99

S540MB .....12ms ... £149.89 MODEMS
850MB.....10ms....£199.99 EEENLIZ 0T

BABT approved FAXModam.
Complate with all leads, PSU
and Comms software

Low Price...nssis £109.99

L8] 1= DG Py -9 =l Re -l 28,800 EXTERNAL V34

BSOMB ......12ms5 ....£399.99 Super-fast BABT approved
1.2 GIG.....12ms...£649.00 FAXModeam. Complate with all
leads, PSU and Comms

EXTERNAL HARD DRIVES software

An unbeatable_............. £174.99

A500 ALFA POWER GOLIATH 200WATT PSU

J40MB......12ms....E169.99

210MB..................E179.99 Solve all your power problams
270MB .. -£199.99 wih the Goliath. Three times
420MB ................... £229.99 more powerful than a standard
B40MB.................E248898 PSU ... T rtrah £44.99

All 3.5" IDE drives require a 2.5" - 3.5" cable only £15.00
when fitted into a ABOD/A1200. Drives come prepped,
formatted and installed with 100MB of FREE Public
Domain software. All carry a 2, 3 or 5 year wamanty,

ACCESSORIES

The Logic3 stackable storage
box holds up to 240 disks. Easy
to assemble includes matal lock
and keys

Only - £1209
ASK FOR QUANTITY PRICES

ALFA DATA PRODUCTS

Megamouse-400dpi....... £12.99
Megamouse-3 Button ... £14.88
Auto JMouse switcher,..£12.99
AT-Bus 2008/IDE w908
AT-Bus 2008/5CSl ....... £109.99
AltaPower/ASOVIDE ...... £89.89
Tandem Controller ........ £49.09

CDROM DRIVES

External SCS1 CDROM for the
A1200. Plugs into the PCMCIA
port, Fast 300Kb/Sec transfer
rate. Connect up to six othar
SCESI peripharals.

Dual Speed... £180.09
Cuad Speed (800KD)...£299.95

ALD0 varsion, as above but
without PCMCIA intarface (Dual
E160.99

MITSUMI FX400

Intermal IDE CDROM unit for
the A400 (requires tandem
CDROM controller). Super-fast
600KD/Sec transfer rate

FX400 COROM............. £149.99
FXa400 Plus Tandem CDROM
controller card ....2 190,99

Internal SCS| COROM DRIVE.
Incredible S00KD/Sec transfer

Only £3459.89

VISAGE ATAPI CDROM

Please request your free news
sheet regarding this amazing
new product, External Quad-
spead CDROM unit that plugs
directly onto your internal IDE
port (requires no additional
intarfacing)

| ECALL

If you have found a
cheaper price
elsewhere in the
magazine, call us and
we will do our best to
beat it.

“Amiga Magic” pack is here.
Software includes...
+ Photogenics 1.2 SE, Personal Paint 4.6
¢ WordWorth 4, Datastore 1.1

# Digita Organiser/Print Manager

# Turbo Calc 3.5, Pinball ManiaWhizz

¢ PLUS FBEE Mousemat and Dustcover

Call now to order yours...£389.99

AMIGA 4000T

4 68040 25Mhz. Upgradable to 060.
# 1.2GB SCSI-2 HD/6MB RAM
# AT/IDE HD interface, SCALA MM300

# Call for details and -
# prices on 060 version £2149.99

11438S MultiSync Monitor...£279.99

APOLLO ACCELERATORS
APoLioayscs —oienee s

The worlds fastest =
1200 is on this page... '
Superfast 68040 running at 33MHz, Built in 68882,
MMU & Optional SCSI2 controller (3.5MB SEC). One
72 pin simm socket

Estimated speed (30 mips).

Available October for anly ... £399.99

APOLLO 1230/50/SCSI2

The fastest 030 card available for the A1200 uses a
68030RC50 running at S0Mhz. Built in MMU & SCSI2
controller (3.5MB SEC). Two 72 pin SIMM sockets.

=i - N RS et CE AR TR o]

APOLLO TURBO 1220

Awarded a 90% CU AMIGA SUPERSTAR the 1220
combines the best Price/Performance ratio for any
Amiga accelerator. 68020 running at 28Mhz,
integrated 68882 FPU, one 72pin SIMM socket (1-
4MB) Realtime clock.

APOLLO A4000/040/28/33/40 N EW o
- -3

The new APOLLO A4000 accelerator |

cards fit into the CPU slot of your A4000

(A3000 & 3000T). Comes in 28, 33 and 40Mhz
versions, 4 x 72 pin SIMM sockets, SCSI-2 controller.
[ e R e e ECALL

Please call for your free information
pack for the Apollo range of products.

AMB ...ocnivereseresii-£ 129.99 0| - ———— £399.99
BMB........co0000000...E269.99 S2ZMB..........coreeme £799.99

The above SIMMs are 72pin industry standard PS2 T0ns.

HOWTO

and postal orders payable to

ORDER

BY POST - Please make cheques

“Visage Computers”. Please allow
5 working days for cheques to clear.

Wy leeS s AR N ez ez isslil BY PHONE
CARDS INCLUDING SWITCH &
VISA DELTA

- Credit/Debit
card orders taken from 9.30am
5.30pm Monday to Saturday.

CALL (0115) 964-2828 OR (0115) 964-2898 TO PLACE YOUR ORDER




A brand-new SCS1 peripheral,
the Zip™ may well revolutionise
the storage industry.

This newest, most portable
exchangeable hard disk
drive weighs in at just 11b,
has fast transfer and access
times {up o 1Mb/s transfer,
28ms seek), easily fits in

our bag or
your briefcase, stores up to
1000b on Hoppy-s
disks, is perfect for all types
of application and is
at a level that will make you
want to unzip vour wallet immediately!
These drives and ; ciated cartrid EES
(25Mb & 100Mb) will be available in
late Augue directly from HiSoft
with especially-written driver and
support software included. Trust
HiSoft to bring you the latest
innovations at the best possible prices!

Price inc 1
cartridge, extra
1OMDb cartridges
£15.95 or less!

Amiga Zip Tools
exclusively from HiSoft
res from HiSoft co

L ¥ Oing on a

00 drive,

Order your Zip drive now to be first in the long queuve!

Super-Value
CD-ROM Pack

HiSoft has done it again with a

brilliant multimedia pack of Squirrel

SCSI interface, Aiwa ACD-300

CD-ROM and the Almathera

10-om-10 pack of CDs!

Just look at what you get:

® The amazing, frend-selting Squirrel SCSJ
sterface which allows up fo 7 perpherals
{hard drive, CD-ROM. Zip, scanmer gfe.)
fgp b dnisy-chained tagether.
CD32 gnd COTV emulation software s0
that you can all those gimes and piher
titles such as Video Creator
The great-looking Amme ACD-300
CD-ROM drive;  fast, doudie-speed
CO-ROM anith fuli SCSI soecificabion
pius complete midio controls on the front
s fhurt you can play music CDs directly,
Plus an tiformatioe LCD pane!

walue if parreivesed separately £285

All this, packaged together, at a truly superb price, with
full 1 year warranty and technical support from HiSoft,

Order Hotline
0905001223660

The Best-Value
Hard Drives

If you want a hard drive
(either SCSI ar IDE) then
Hi%oft has the one to suit
your needs; whether you
are looking for a small,
internal drive for your
AT20(VABO or an external
1Gb beast-of-a-drive for
any SCSl-aware Amiga,
we can supply.

Based on only the highest
quality mechanisms from
top suppliers, with full
manufacturer’s warranty,
our hard drives are fully
tested for all Amiga
computers and come with
our own additional rl
warranty and technical

support.

Quad-speed
CD-ROM

IDE drives are perfect for

auto-booting your AGDLAT200

and come with connection

lead, fixing bolts & complete fitting instructions. Fitting is very
straightforward but may invalidate vour Amiga's warranty - check with us.

We offer imternal or external SCS]

f J6a5Mb up to
2Gb. Internal devices are suitable
for mounting in the A1500, A2000,
A3000 and A4000 and come with
necessary leads & screws whilst
the external drives are supplied in
our professional Squirrel 3.5" case
{available separately) which
includes integral power supply,
all SC5I connections and
connection leads of your choice
(at extra cost).

SCSI Hard Drives

365Mb tndernat £179  T30MD isternal £239
365Mb evternal £249  730Mb crternal £3(9
SOMD internal £209 1Gb inbernal ~ £399
S40Mb eviernal £279 1Cb evternal  £469

2.5" IDE Drives

-IIJMI: ek L-‘HH:" H.k‘b and, SQ.{H

Order Free with your
Credit/Debit Card

0500 223660

S neresMore!

SYSTEMS

The Old School, Greenfield
Bedford MK45 5DE UK
Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716
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«g | have an A1200 with 85Mb
:;\‘1] hard drive, and a GVP A1230
’ Il with 4Mb of RAM. | have
recently purchased an Archos
CD-ROM drive, and the problem is
after | install the CD software
Whenever | try to run any Scala
script, big or small, the screen goes
blank and a requester comes up
stating that the machine is out of
memory.

Currently, the only way | can use
lhe CD-ROM is by booting up the
| computer with the supplied software,
which does not solve the problem. Do
| need more RAM for my system, or
am | only going to be able to use
Scala and the CD separately?

Kurt Dallas, Middlesex

E The Archos CD handler
- | software is not that bril-

~ liant, and it does seem to
be the cause of your problems. It
may be worth getting hold of the
latest version of the handler
software, which is up to about
version 11, and that may solve
| your problems.

Another way around your prob-
lem is there should be a CDO DOS
Driver in your ‘DEVS:DosDrivers’
drawer. If you move this out of the
DOS Drivers drawer, the CD
handler software won't be started
each time you boot up your
machine. This will let you use
Scala in peace, and then whenever
you wish to use the CD, simply
| double-click the CDO icon and the
| CD software will be started.

i ‘3 | have a 2Mb AmigaB00 and
) = am planning to add an IDE
“~  hard drive and possibly a CD-
ROM via the PCMCIA slot. I'm getting
into DTP and want to add some extra
memory, but the only way seems fo be
i use either a 2 or 4Mb PCMCIA mem-
ory card, which have seemingly disap-
ipeared from the current Amiga adverts.
ks there any other way of expanding the
AB00's memory further?
M Toms, Isle of Wight

- The AGOO really is the
|r .| machine that Commodore

¥ " forgot, and it is quite difficult
inding any adverts selling products
or it. The PCMCIA cards that used to
be advertised were fairly expensive,
d they slowed the A1200 down so
they never really took off. The other
downer is that it would tie up your

Jit backs, relax, put your —
feet up, have a long cool —
drink. Another bunch of —
Amiga owners receive —
enlightenment —

PCMCIA slot. If you plump for a PCM-
CIA card, you could try looking in a
PC (spit spit) magazine, if none of the
Amiga dealers can help.

| do remember a AB00 card that
could take either 2 or 4Mb of memory,
s0 it was possible to expand your
AB00 up to 9Mb in conjunction with a
PCMCIA (I hate that acronym) card.
The problem you are going to have is
that DTP really requires a fast proces-
sor. You do not say what DTP soft-
ware you have, but on our February
'94 issue we gave away ‘The
Publisher' which is an excellent DTP
package and its main advantage is
that it is extremely fast.

If you really do fancy getting seri-
ous about DTP, you might want to
consider getting a second-hand
A1200 fitted with a hard drive and an
accelerator.

Lame gremlins

L | bought an AS00 back in 1990
to which | have added a ¥ Mb
memaory expansion card, a
40Mb hard drive with 4Mb of RAM. The
problem | am having is that | have
installed Civilization and Lemmings 2
onto my hard drive, but when | try to run
them they both crash the machine, com-
plaining about not enough memory. Am |
doing something wrong or do | need
some more hardware? Is there a solution

that will not cost an arm and a leg?
Steve Mellows, Cambridge

[_: not have enough chip mem-

ory. This is the memory used
to store the graphics and sounds
used by the games. The A500 you
have probably only has a % Mb of chip
memory, and as you are running the
games off the hard drive the amount
of available chip memory is reduced,
so it cannot get the required memory
to run.

One option is that you could fit a
mega chip expansion board which
would give you 2Mb of chip memory -
very handy for using paint packages,
but it does cost a £150. The other
alternative is if you have a revision 6

mother board. You can perform a little
surgery on it which will give you 1Mb

It sounds to me like you do

Amiga Computing
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of chip memory. However, we take no
responsibility for any damage caused
to your machine as a result of per-
forming this operation, and suggest
that you get an authorised engineer to
do the modification for you.

After you have checked that you
have a revision 6 mother board - it
says on the far right - you should
locate three small square solder pads
labelled JP2, just left of the central
square chip. You need to cut the con-
nection between the bottom two
squares — a craft knife is best - and
you do not have to cut very deeply at
all as the solder join is on the surface
and is quite thin. You then have to

> i

[UDE trouble

| cannot get TUDE to work

Whoops, looks like he hit the tree. Did you extract

TUDE off our September CoverDisk? If you double-

clicked the GUI icon then tried to use your selected
options, all that happened is that you got an error message.

We made a bit of a boob there, but do not worry as the
problem is quite easy to correct. The TUDE GUI program is
separate from the actual TUDE program, which can only be
used from the shell. When you tell the GUI program to run
TUDE, it cannot find it as it only looks at the set path, which
does not include the directory TUDE is in.

What you have to do is first boot up the first disk and
extract the TUDE program into ram:. Next, open up the RAM
disk and from the Workbench menu select the ‘show all files’
option. You should now see a C drawer and the TUDE drawer.
Open up the TUDE drawer and find the TUDE program. Now
you have to drag TUDE into the Ram:C drawer. If you now run
the GUI program it will be able to find the actual TUDE
program and every thing should work fine,
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Do you have a problem? Do you some-
times find yourself poised over your
Amiga with axe Iin hand,

spouting

profanity at the stubborn refusal of your |

software or hardware to behave properly?

Well, calm down and swap the axe for

pen and paper, jot down your problems,

along with a description of your Amiga

setup, and send it off to Amiga Computing Advice Service,

IDG Media, Media House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10
mail us at ACAS@acomp.demon.co.uk

4NP. Alternatively, e-

»>

solder a connection between the top
and the middle solder pads.

Finally, you need to locate another
three small solder pads labelled JP7a,
found next to the RAM expansion. The
connection between the bottom two
needs to be cut. Once done, the bomb
is defused — whoops getting a bit car-
ried away there. If you now boot up
your computer you will have a full
Megabyte of graphics memory,

Hmigaﬁuide guide

When | am writing AmigaGuide

+. documents, how do | get my

buttons to be in Bold, italics etc. |

can do it with text, but not the buttons.

Also, how do you get AmigaGuide to

launch external applications such as

pictures, animations from within a
document?

Ben Chapman, Bramhall

Blimey, it could take pages to
& = go into the design and usage
of AmigaGuides. Hang on -
Paul I've just had an idea for a feature.
As far as | can tell, there is no way
of getting the button in an
AmigaGuide to be rendered in any
other style. It ignores the built-in style
commands, and also ignores any
ANSI| escape codes you might try.
If you are using AmigaGuide under
0S3.0 or higher, it is possible to do a
link to an external data file. If the data

finy e o
gquestions?

PIC TID  LUN
0o 0

Matshita CDRom CR8004 1.1f Unsupported

All Fiepe ated

(D conundrums

- . | recently purchased an Octagon 2008 controller and a Apple CD300e a
% nm hamng a great deal of trouble trying to configure the system and get it

Iwashldmextaﬂﬂmﬂbﬂdﬂverfmmhmaga disk, bul this does not exist -
the only drivers | have are Aux, Pipe, PCO and PC1. When | use the Octagon HD i
tools, the window comes up with the iulfnmng

| hope you can help me out as | am gatling Extramaly frustrated.

Alex Currie, Ayrshi

'r? . The problem you are having is that you do not have the correct
_ Driver. As someone has kindly pointed out, you will need to copy
: Cﬂﬂ DOS driver into your DEVS:DosDriver drawer. Unfortunately, on
AmigaDOS 3.1 came with CD-ROM support, so only 3.1 owners will have
CDRom.handler and accompanying CD0 DOS driver in their L: an

DEVS:DosDrivers drawers.

However, all is not lost. What you need to get hold of is the AmiCDRom s

re. This will install the correct driver and handler software to allow you
use your CD player. This is available on Fred Fish disks, so any decent
house should be able to supply you with the right disk.

The information displayed by the Install tools shows that the CD is conn
ted to the SCSI chain. You may still have problems using the CD as it sta
because the CD data is repeated for every SCS| device entry. This can be cu
by fitting a SCSI terminator, which basically indicates that there are no m
devices attached to the SCSI chain.

type is supported, the AmigaGuide

commands from button presses. The

will be able to display or play the file.
The link takes the form of a normal
MODE link, but the second part is
the path name of the data file. For
example:
af'1t's o Picture’ Link "Work:Guide/MyPicture'}
Using this technique, it is also pos-
sible to do links to other guides,
which are saved as separate files. The
only problem with using the guide to
display or play picture and sound files
is that it will be on a blank window,
which does not look that nice.

format is the same as above, but you
use the word ‘system’ instead of
‘link’, and you have to add a ‘/main’
to the end of the file name — don't ask
me why you just have to:

{"Picture’ system “run MaltiView
Work:Picture/MyPicture/aain'}

This will allow you to display a pie-
ture using another AmigaGuide or
MultiView on the same screen, but in
a separate window - which | think
looks better. It also allows the user to
get rid of the picture whenever they
like.

It is possible to execute system

I am writing to you for help with an

. AmigaDOS problem that | have. On my

old AGOOHD with WB2.05, | used to be

able to dump ASCII text or directory listings to

the printer from the CLI, with the following com-

mand line: typa s:test TO PRT: or list 5: TO
PRT:.

Now that | have upgraded my machine to an
A1200HD, the above command line will crash
my machine, and sometimes a prompt will
appear which will ask for a volume with no name.

The hard drive | have is a 120Meq Seagate -
it was in my A600 but | re-installed it in the
A1200. The boot partition did originally
have WB2.05 on it. All other aspects of
printing are fine, and | currently get around the
problem by making a tempaorary file in RAM
and using ppmore to print out the file, which
works fine. Most of my executable library and

Printer predicament

device files are imploded with imploder, and |
use early Explode patch to allow programs to
use them
| would like to take this opportunity to congrat-
ulate you on an axcellent magazine, and also
your ‘Utility Heaven' CoverDisk was BRILL. It's
great to see lots of useful PD programs on your
Cover Disk, so keep up the good work!!|
Adrian Richings, Gwynedd

We are always susceptible to

= - grotesque amounts of praise — glad
4 you like the magazine so much.

As for your problem, | would firstly check

that you have fully installed all the new

Workbench 3.0 files over the old 2.05 files.
Having said that though, using an older ver-
sion of the parallel or printer device should
not make the computer crash.

| am going to have to point my finger at
early Explode. As it is quite an old patch,
there is a chance that the new OS is doing
something it cannot handle. | would
unimplode all your device and libraries files
because the amount of room you gain is not
that great, and all you are doing is slowing
the computer down because each time it
opens a library or device file it is having to
decompress it, increasing the amount of time
it takes to run programs.

If you really want to compress your system
files you might want to consider the XPK dis-
tribution, which is usable for any data files,
or the Disk Expander product.
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Irz you in need of o fost ond eesy connection behween two Amiga's? Liona, the bow-cost etwork sal-
sen, i exacthy what you wont! Just plug it in, instoll the softwore, and # runs! Nathing covld be
et hon thaf. Lisno s the network solution for those with o small budget and big nesds. You con

T 60,05

«Fo ey (1) Amiga from WB 2. oe with o free poralll port
+ Indudes cable

* Inchudes (ommedore's Evoy networking softwors

# [aqlich monwal

* nutemoficaly recoanection offer (re-Jhoating without new shortup
* Every machine usable o5 server and dient

P

P S,
L8 %%
s Q The video module, Poblo, expands your Picosso Il with tw
! ﬁ'}i”“. " new video outputs. Using the
s A Poblo, you con view your Picasso eutput on any TV or VCR. All with
% . :'J " quality that you would only expect 1o see from broadcost video encoders. That
& s why the Picossa Il video encoder module,
: Pablo, won in the (Germon) magozine ‘Amign Mogazin’

SESETREL o100 g6

* Three cobles included: RCA, S-VHS and SCART
* 5 floppy disks with drivers, onimation demes and more
 248it Animafion program included
* | 5kHz overlood protedion
* D well written manuals
* Plugs anto the Picasso Il - no Zorro-Slat required
» Eosy installofion of video modes

M‘Iﬂnmﬂdmduihlhumphﬁwulm'qumri,
se our Ariadne Ethernet card that is compatibll with oll Amigas that have an
uvailable Zorro Slot. This card is not anly easy 1o network - it olso equipped
with 2 additional parallel ports offering multiple netwark solufions.
* 108ase-2 (Thin Ethernet, coax-coble) and 10Base-T (Twisted pair, western jacket)
» Socket for Boot-ROM
* SAHA-Il compatible driver for ethernet and parollel port
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* 32KByte coche 1o support (PU

® ncludes Commodare’s Envoy networking softwore
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Picosso |1 RTG, the graphics board all others ore measured against:

» Graphics board for ll Amiga's with Zorro-Bus - Workbench driver to retorget ol 2 MB
programs and W fo the Picasso

* Supports up fo 256 colors with WB3.1, even on A2000 ond A3000

* WB resolutions definable up to 1600 x 1280 pixels

e £ 329.95

® Drivers for most grophic programs such os AdPro, ImageFY, ImageMaster, Real3D
* Allows connection of any VGA or Multiscan monitor

* A1084 ond A1081 are still usable with o special cable

* Block borders gone forever, iokes full advantage of manitor's copbilfes

* System-compliant implementtion of monitorfil, resolution selec table using screen mode-requester
* Monitor-File compliont with System 2.x or higher, resolution seleciable using screenmode requester
* View regular Amiga ond speciol Picassoll-RTG screens on same Monitor without thanging cables.
* Screen promoter fo make older progroms work on Picasso

* Droggable screens

 Avaloble with 11 or 2M8, upgradabl from 1B fo 2M8 ot onylime

Blitersaft « 6 Drokes Mews = Crownhill « Milton Keynes » Buckinghamshire » MKS OER

Order Line +44(0) 1908 2614-66

Queries/Technical 44 (0) 1908 2614-77

" Fax +44 (0) 1908 2614-88
GliTTersa? s 44 (0) 1908 261499
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[ent Mmessage
‘display

ssembly language programmers

frequently need to be able to write

text messages back to a Shell win-
dow. The good news at this point is that it is
very easy to do and by making use of a few
well chosen macros, you can effectively get
the assembler to write most of the code for
you. This month's example is based on
three macros: WRITEDOS, which sets up a
DOS library Write() function call, and CALL-
S¥YS and LINKLIB which (as regular read-
ers will already know) are used to generate
the library calling code.

A description of the Write() function has  called Output() which allows us to obtain Registers: b0 3 Y 1
been provided in the accompanying boxout this. The function needs no parameters and Arguments: file = file handle
and you see that for delivering text mes- since the result comes back in register do, bufter_p - pointer to buffer holding the dats

sages, this function needs to know the
length of the text string. One way to work
out the number of characters is to actually

count them, but this approach is both ::t:":‘ wi::;;ﬁ':m“

tedious and error prone. A better way is to : £ Description of the Write function

get the assembler to do the counting for you it

by placing an additional label at the end of p

oven. | d1-d3,-{sp) reserve registers di-dl

the text, and then using the EQUate direc- UNDERNEATH THE SURFACE sove. | 12,41 y :us sutput gi Le handle
five to set it to a value based on the current Those of you who are new 1o assembler wowe, L n,d start of message
assembler location counter value minus the di find i bl R ik ot L SUSIZENGE  site of sessage

aia tha bilcinal Stinc s this: coding may find It uselu lm now wha CALLSYS Write,_D0SEase 905 call o write message
S LR L SRR SR the assembler does as it encounters moven, | {spl+,d1-d1 restore registers d1-43

i
::::Ht de.b 'Just sose example macro gets expanded to produce these Listling 15 Thacmaoris 07 merithes bt slehigre
message S11EQF EQll *-meszage instructions:

label, it's possible to create a macro that
automatically forms the size label from the
string name it is given. The WRITEDOS
macro, shown in listing 1, does exactly this
and it therefore allows a programmer to
create text display code simply by writing
statements like:

NRLTEDDS pessage, _stdout

Motice at this point that we need to identify

the standard output handle for the Shell.
There is an easy-to-use DOS function

the fragment for identifying the handles
looks like this:

the WRITEDOS macro call. Firstly, the

Paul Overaa putlines an easy way to get
tent messages written to a Shell windo

Function Mame:
Description:
fall Format:

Return ¥alue:

Writell

Nrite data to & file

length_written = Write(file, buffer_p, data_lengl

data_lemgth = Length of the data ]
Length_written - number of bytes acteally written

A Length_urittes velue of =1 will indicate an er

The CALLSYS macro also gets expandeg
causing the _LVO prefix to be added {§

i moven. | dt-d3,~(sp} pressrve regis ] :
The ;?dSIIJ”bISI :hatihthalassirr:: $or soty d’he ters df=-dl the "Write’ label and generating a furthe
sa;ut I a : % . E 5;9' s b o PIOCEING BN _stdout, 41 bO5 cutput file reference to the system include file LIN
ST IS R ) snopt A el handle KLIB macro which is then also expanded
tion whareby the sizes of all sirings are rep- nove, | fressage,di start of ses Tha reditlt is et e sassmblar sl
i i ; sage : : : ;
reanied by aucing _SIZEOF. 1o the criginal . SEEE Inessage_SIEOF, 83 size of message producing code which looks like this:
CALLEYS Write,_bosBase BOS call to
write message soven.t  d1-d3,~(spl) preserve registel
soven.l (sple,d1=d3 restore ragis d1-d1
ters di-di sove.l  _stdout,dt 005 output file
handle 3
pove.l fmessage,di start of sessage
- generation sandwiched between the calls that con- nove. | hu;apl!l!fﬁl’,d] sfze of message
W“mmmm sove.l &b, -(sp) preserve contents
of aé
W i'll‘lﬂ.ﬂhltlwt turn on italics: move. | _D0iBase, ab h!u address of
WRITEDOS wessage,_stdout get DOS to urite message Library
WRITEDDS ﬂliit_ﬁt, stdout  turn off italics Ist AViiriteted) fﬂf:"“ #btg
ta
And that's basically all there is to it as far as basic e R i Futie s,
soven.l  (sp)e,d1=-d3 reatore registery
Shell window text display is concerned. So that the ; e

Wmmmm

“example code can be assembled without the official
Amiga system files, I've included all necessary LVO
(library vector offset) values for the function calls
~ and the WRITEDOS, CALLSYS and LINKLIB
m&mmw The runable form of the
 does, of course, need to be run from a
Mwm&wmummmm

This month's example was actually created
using Hisoft's Devpac but the code can be
assembled using any assembler
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SCANNER  arecColour  penqmeng  *ieie  NEW!N!
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o Enﬁgggﬂ e A600 ACCELERATOR
/ S amnene, o, @ s
= ! : ENABLE YOU TO CON- am oc . UPGRADEABLE TO
S e nEcT 1o 4 PG OR - AB0O+ 1MB Ram £20.00
' - = s gr- oo COMPUT A500 1/2MB Ram £15.00 SMB RAM
R AMIGA 1500 TO
SOMPUTERS WITH SCSI CONTROLLER A1 200 £209.00
00 USENR EX sANS M RAM CARDS A2000 ACCELERATOR
CD ROM(SCSI PCMCIA COMPATIBLE(WIth clock & FPU socket) 28MHZ & 50MHZ with
’SI CARD N IGA 600 TO 4000 i
5CS EEDED FOR'AM OMB £49.00 SCSI Controller
gﬁHELSEPSP%ED £159.00 Emg Egg-gﬂ EPOA
_ EC £199.00 "
SIX SPEED £POA EXTERN AL ACCELEHATORS
400 DPI SCSI HDISK Viber CBoa/aoMhe OMB  £18010
UTTON ALFA-DATA FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS Viper 68030/50Mhz OMB  £198.00
| MOUSE 340MB £199.00 FPU
i o 2 aan i Increases the performance of your
£9.99 ?gﬁ’gﬂ B ggggg mﬂPEfWhT JEi.mltrli?lg thesg EPU'S. 7
. 5u e Tor all Accelerator am cards
v KTAGON _ 4008 %‘Eﬁﬁ'ﬁﬂ ng HAD for A1200 and Amiga 4000 Computers
fue SCSI Il controller for your 28Mhz (PLCC) £24.00
imiga 15M?gtu 4002 upargda- SPECIAL OFFER SBEEZ Etggi gﬂrggg
Dle to BMB using Zi am ’ 40Mhz :
dllows you to t:.l:nngl'leclfh E—l-Disk, 2-5 DHIVES 50Mhz (PGA) £89.00
Syquest CD Roms etc FOR AMIGA ngfﬂllH.El'E WITH
: Basic Colour £189.00
ULTIFACE Il ?ggﬁa Egggg Microvitek 1438 £259.00
IDDS 2 SERIAL & 1 PARAL- 340MB £179.00 Microvitek 1440 £399.00
EL PORT TO ANY AMIGA 510MB £269.00 Samsung 15 £319.00
500 TO 4000 £109.00 850MB £499.00 Samsung 17" £599.00
| 3.5” HARD DRIVES -
TANDEM IDE : L MEMORY
IDE controller card for your 420MB £129 £129 30 64 72
Amiga 1500 tr.:-amﬂﬂ al:ﬁows you 540MB £159 f£169 Pin Pin Pin
1o connect a CD rom of your 810M £1 £229
choice or just another H;rd 1.({'§|{‘3.E gzggg £399 ;_mg %ﬁ; g”‘;ﬂ Egg
Drive. 4MB  £109 £199 £129 |
' Tandem card Only £69.00 ALFA-POWER 8MB £269 EN/A £269
Tandem card & Triple speed CD  £169.00 HARD DISK ZIP RAMS  16MB £429 £N/A £399
Tandem card & Quad speed CD  £199.00 FOR AMIGA A500/500+ £99.00 32MB th:iwﬁg : ;;99
EXTERNAL 420MB £199.00 100MB ACCELERATOR CARD
FLOPPY£39.95 16 34900 ZIP DRIVE PIB?)AASRS[%"
, 199.00
AT LAST AMIGA IS BACK g 24BIT GRAHPHICS BOARD FOR
: SYQUEST AMIGA A1500 TO 4000 |
MIGA A1200 (BASIC UNIT) £399.00 DRIVES LOPRIME, . £219.00 |
IMIGA A1200 WITH 65MB HARD nnsEi £449.00 MR T |
IMIGA A1200 80MB HARD DIS REBR0DY oo\ coio e : |
IMIGA A1200 (WITH 120MB HARD DISK) £489.00  10swme c220 o709 Emplant all versions
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 170MB HARD DIEE £509.00 gggmg Eggg Eggg available from
IGA A1200 (WITH 340MB HARD DIS £569.00 |
MIGA A1200 (WITH 540MB HARD DISK) £669.00  “Sevediiéco Scsi con £229.00 a‘
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 810MB HARD DISK) £919.00 S RUTERS " ACCESSORIES |
AMIGA A500/600/1200 PSU ~ £34.95 |
IORDER NOW TO AVOID DISSAPOINTMENT FOR CHRISTMAS = iéﬁ.?;"f‘ ﬁhgpgfoggl\y% HWEgﬂﬁ.gﬁﬂ |
DELIVERY CHARGES 1200 " i !
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT, SMALL COMNSUMABLES AND "
! = 2.5" HDISK CABLE £10.00
- Y COURI ICE £10 PER BOX, PA EL PR ABLE £6.00
¥ Do v Ce i o FoLLoum SoressseiGes, @ AMIGAVGAADAPTOR £15.00
FASLCINEGI e g Acmcel™  E
L MORNING o NOAM i L AUTO JOYSTICK SWITCH £15.00
. PRIOR NOTICE. ALL TRADEVARKS ACKNOWLECREEEE MOUSE MATS £2.00

1 126 FORE STREET,UPPER EDMONTON,LONDON,N18 2XA
EL: 0181-345-6000 Fax: 0181-345-6868 EMAIL: gastein@dircon.co.uk
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Lraphical glory

Let's start with the category that launched
the Amiga — graphics. With a wide
selection of paint packages at our disposal,
we have always been well catered for.
We've got the Paints (D, P and TV) and
Brilliance, and we've got the know-how to
use them. For a long time, the only choice
that had to be made was whether you
were going to buy DPaint or not do any
graphics, but DPaint's thunder has been
somewhat stolen over the past three or so
years by two new contenders; Brilliance
and Personal Paint.

Personal Paint's start was somewhal
shaky. It looked like a sub-standard DPaint
clone and behaved like one in some
respects too. It still only offers painting in
256 colours on screen (no HAM or HAMB),
but it does now have an animation system
and many more features besides.

Some of the more interesting ones
include a virtual memory system for manip-
ulating bitmaps larger than your memory
would normally be able to hold, and the
ability 1o produce both Random Dot
Stereograms and Single |mage
Stereograms relatively painlessly (until you
have to look at them, of course). It also has
both whole-image and brush-based image
processing functions, so you can paint
over an area to make it embossed, for
instance, which, while somewhat slow,
adds a whole new set of tools for creativity.

Personal Paint is full of innovations and,
unlike DPaint and Brilliance, is still in
development, so it can only get bettar. It is
also the only native paint package that
properly supports graphics cards. Briliance
is also an innovative package geared
towards the artist rather than the computer
fiend, it has supert tools for animation and
an interesting, if somewhat unfamiliar — to
afficionados of the DPaintPPaint layout -
interface.

he Amiga has been around for quite a while now and
when it was released it only had two pieces of software
other than Workbench, one of which was a paint package
called Prism, the other a piece of music software that Debbie
Harry sang along to at the launch of the Amiga.

The situation has changed somewhat over the last ten years,
with a particular concentration in the arenas the Amiga started
with, namely graphics and music. And of course, there's a lot of
software out there that might not be familiar to you, especially if
you are a relatively new Amiga owner. So let's plunge straight into
our categories and have a look at what's available.

Brilliance actually consists of two paint
packages, one for normal register paint,
and a version for use under HAM which
saves out 24-bit files. DPaint is still going
great guns, especially since it now comes
with a macro recorder and an enhanced

move requester, but it still seems pretty
slow and it's not going to get any faster,
There is one other dedicated paint
package available for the Amiga, but you
nead to have a pretty stonking machine to
take advantage of it. The fitle in question
is TVPaint which now supports layering
effects like Photoshop (although it is limit-
ed to only three layers) and improved
speed and fluidity in its painting tools.
However, as | already said, you are going
to need a faf wallet to get it. Mot only does
it cost somewhere in the region of £400

for the software, you really need al |
14Mb RAM and a fast graphics card
use it. Having said that, it is the only
of the packages | have mentioned
supports pressure-sensitive graphi
tablets properly.

® Deluxe Paint V £559.95 Emerald
Creative Technology 0181-715 BBGE

@ Personal Paint v6.3 £30.55
Amiga Computing 01625 B78888

® TV Paint 3 £329.95 Activa UK
0181-402 5770

@ Brilliance 2 £45.05 Emerald
Creative Technology 0181-715 BBE6

Video. The last bastion of Amiga superiority, Only the MM400 — we reviewed it earier this year - the
Amiga makes direct genlocking or recording to video of Amiga multimedia packages. With the ability
possible without expensive graphics cards. And as scale fonts on the fly, have wipe effects both
such, we have some stonking video titing packages and off the screen, and load almost any type
such as Scala, Broadcast Titler 11, Montage 24 and picture file format suitable for video work, Scala
Big Alternative Scroller 2 to rely on for all our CG a lot hidden under its bonnet.

needs.

Scala is the big daddy of them all. More than a @ Scala MM400 £249.95 Emerald Creative
video titler really, Scala can be put to use as a Point 0181-715 8866

Of Information display tool or interactive multimedia

presenter. Scala comes in a variety of guises, from ® Montage 24 £259.95 Emerald Creative
the simplicity and small scale of HT100, all the way 0181-715 8866

up to IC400, otherwise known as InfoChannel.

InfoChannel is designed as a distributed informa- ® Big Alternative Scroller 2 £49.95
tion system and is used to control video walls and Emerald Creative 0181-715 8866

hotel TV systems. In the middle somewhere is Scala
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Musical moments

Ihe other launch platform for the Amiga, music has
ong been a passion for Amiga owners with com-
osers like Danny Elfman (Beetlejuice, Nightmare
jefore Christmas and Batman) using Bars and
Pipes Pro to help them with their compositions.
fhere are two forms of music that can be made
using the Amiga, one being MIDI sequenced music
ising packages like Bars and Pipes or MusicX, the
ther being ‘internal' music or chip tunes using
racker programs like Powertracker or OctaMed,
There are a vast number of mods, as the tunes
e called, available from public domain sources like
ihe Aminet, but | digress, The toppest of top notch
MIDI sequencers for the Amiga has to be Bars and
Pipes Professional. Indeed, Andy Bishop, one of
ar Vision's directors and no mean muso him-
elf, has said on numerous occasions that he can
o things with Bars and Pipes that still can't be done
in any other platform, so it must be true.

Other contenders in the MIDI music field include
he ralatively recently updated MusicX and even
JetaMed has now integrated MIDI sequencing into

| Following on from last month’s super Amiga —
feature, Ben Uost takses a look at some of —
the best software available far yaur machine —

® Red = Out of
development

® Green = Siill in
developmeant

® Blue = Unsure of
development status

OctaMed

its tracker programming. On the tracker front, you
can only buy one product and that is OctaMed, but
there are umpteen Pro, Power, Noise, Blahdiblah
trackers out there in the public domain.

@ Bars & Pipes Professional £215 White
Knight Technology 01920 822321

® MusicX £49 95 Emerald Creative
Technology 0181-715 B866

® Octamed 6 40 RBF Software
01703 785680

5Uper software

machines. Of course, if you want total con-
trol over your page layout, you will almost
certainly want to go for PageStream 3. This
is a fully-blown, almost-professional DTP
package. | say almost professional
because there are certain features that
remain to be implemented including,
perhaps most importantly, the ability to
produce colour separated documents.
Without this ability you will be limited to
aither working in greyscale or printing on
your own colour printer.

You could, altematively, go for a copy of
ProPage, now resurrected by LH
Publishing who are able to offer it for
£49.95. However, this doesn't alter the fact
that the product is no longer in develop-
ment,

On the database front there hasn't really
been anything to match Superbase’s domi-
nation of the market, but with new databas-
es from HiSoft (Twist2), Softwood (Final
Data), and Digita (DataStore), perhaps
there will be a new brand leader, However,
none of the databases | have mentioned
seem to have the depth presented by
Superbase Professional.

When it comes to spreadsheets, the
Amiga is even less well served, with only
TurboCale really in the running, although
there is a new title on the horizon with
Softwood's Final Calc.

L0

R

machine with at least a 68020 and 4Mb
RAM to run well, but for those with a hum-
bler specification, there is always Final
Copy or Wordworth SE. Wordworth SE is
merely a cut-down version of the full pack-
age, whereas Final Copy is actually a dif-
ferent program geared towards lower end

—————

iet's get serious

jerious’ software has always been
jghtly thin on the ground for Amigas,
ike certain other machines, but we do
@ a couple of splendid word proces-
0rs in Final Writer and Wordworth. Final
iter should just be hitting a new version
you read this, with even more features
Eluding a sensible way to apply bold and
ic styles to text and a ‘tab’ feature that
geds 1o be seen to be understood.,

in the battle for speed at word process-
K, Final Writer wins hands down, It also
es with more fonts and clip art than
ordworth and supports ARexx.
bwever, a lot of people don't like Final
fiter's non-standard interface and feel
bré at home with Wordworth's more
liga-like approach. Both these pack-
g5 really need a hard drive and a

® Final Writer v4 £74.95
Gordon Harwoods 01773 836781

® PageStream 3 £174.95
Emerald Creative Technology
0181-715 8866

® DataStore £45.95 Emerald
Creative Technology

0181-715 8866

® Final Copy £49.95 Gordon
Harwoods 01773 836781 @ Professional Page v4.1
£49.95 LH Publishing

01908 370230

® Superbase 4 Professional
£129.95 HiSoft

® Wordworth £79.95 Emerald 01525 718181

Creative Technology

0181-715 B8E6 ® Twist2 £89 .95 Emerald Creative

Technology 0181-715 BB66

® TurboCalc £49.95 Emerald
Creative Technology

® Wordworth SE £44.95 0181-715 8866

Emerald Creative Technology
0181-715 8866

® Final Data 2 £39.95 Gordon
Harwoods 01773 836781
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Processor power

ADPro introduced Amiga owners to the real power of
image processing. There were other packages avail-
able, but none had the stable, flexible interface that
ADPro presented to the world, Times have moved
on since then — indeed ADPro is no longer being
updated and the company formedy known as ASDG
(now Elastic Reality) is working on products for pret-
ty much any platform other than the Amiga. But it's
not a great loss as the last version of ADPro was
distinctly disappointing and we have some superb
new packages to play with.

First up is ImageF/X which has gone from
strength to strength since its inception as GVP's in-
house image processor. ImageF/x now suppors
24-bit preview screens if you are lucky enough to be
running the CybergraphX software, and its range of could have put this in with the graphics section, but |
features and file formats that are supported has  feel Photogenics is not quite strong enough o sit in
grown apace. However, the real star of this year has ~ with the all-purpose graphics packages; where it

30 1l

scores is as a 24-bit paint and process tool, pa
larly suited to retouching scans and generating s
ning backdrops and composite pictures. With §
active picture compositing and brush-based |
processing effects, the sort of pictures you can
ate is only limited by your febrile imagination.

@ﬁ T

@& ADPro v2.5 £139 Emerald Creative
Technology 0181-715 8866

@ ImageF/X v2.1 £249.99 (but look for
special offers) from Wizard Developments
01322 272908

Photogenics

to be Almathera's superb Photogenics package. |
# Photogenics v1.2 £59.95 from
Almathera 0181-687 0040

Miscellany

The Amiga was producing high-quality
ray traced images before the majority of
PC owners even knew what ray tracing
was. With a long pedigree, LightWave is
probably the best-known 3D package for
the Amiga now, but you shouldn't forget
the brilliant contribution made by
Imagine to the Amiga's standing in the
3D arena.

There are also unknown guantities in
the form of Maxon Cinema 4D and
Reflections, two German ray tracers of
repute, both of which will be released
over here. Lightwave is the one to go for
for ease of use and add-on utilities. You
can get utilities that generate explosions,
gravity, hair, flocking behaviour, target
tracking, and so on and 5o on.

There is another 3D package thatl
doesn't seem to get as much press as the
other two, namely Real 3D. The older
versions were quite simple to use, but
with the introduction of Real 3D v2, Real
became a lot more compiex. Real3D is
now ideally suited to people who wish to
simulate physical experiments as you can
assign gravity effects, collision detection,
alasticity and other physical properties 1o
the objeets in your scenes.

With Feal 3D it is even possible to go
bowling and see the results, albeit a lot
more slowly than you would if you just
went down to your local bowling alley.
As with any processor-intensive soft-
ware package, you will find yourself
growing old if you are waiting for your
pictures to render on a 68000 machine,
so make sure you have plenty of RAM
and processor power before you go and
lash out on one of these packages.

Thare are always some things that cannot
be pigeonholed but shouldn't be forgotten
because that is the case. It's the same
story with Amiga software. There are cer-
tain titles, like Distant Suns, that fit uneasily
into cateqgories like educational. It's as
close a fit as we are likely to get, but why
categorise them at all? So here's my
(admittedly limited) selection of misfit bits
of software that are just to good not to
mention.

First up might as well be Distant Suns.
Mike Smithwick's superb bit of astronomi-
cal software should be in anyone who
even has the vaguest interest in the night
sky's software collection. You can spend
hours trawling around the ephemeris,
tracking comets and planets, finding out
more information on star systems, looking
at close up pictures of the moon - it's
almost like having ‘The Sky at Night' on
your Amiga.

And that really sad link brings me onto
our next selection, pop pickers — Airlink.
Airlink is ane of those products that you
might never hear about, but would come in
really handy for you. You might have diffi-
culty getting a copy of it now that you do
know about it, but you should be able to at
least try the number at the bottomn of this
section if you are interested.

So what does it do? Basically speaking,
using Airlink, you can control any infrared
device within range of your Amiga. Airlink

is specifically aimed at DTV people
want to control their VCRs from
Workbench screen and consists of a
box at the end of a cable which plugs s
your second mouse port.

You can recreate your video's remg
control on the screen using DPaint an
then make areas on the brush “hot’ sot
they act as buttons whose functions
set within AirLink's interface. It's a real
simple system and one that worl
extremely well.

My third and final treat is a piece
software that is variously described as
programmer's tool, which is trues
programs like ProControl and Fib
Factory have been written using it — 8
as a multimedia package, which is al
true since several POl systams have beg
created using it. It's both. It's CanDag,
program with a six-year pedigree, and
have used it to create my AmIiTCPHeis
program and a couple of front-ends
slide show-type affairs.

® Airlink £tbc Cybersystems
01843 252150

@ Distant Suns £27.95 HiScft |
01525 718181 |

® CanDo £229.95 Emerald Creative
0181-715 BBGE

@ LightWave 4 fibc from Cybersystems 01843 292150

# Imagine 3.x £99.95 from Emerald Creative 0181-715 8866
® Real 3D v3 £310.95 from Activa UK 0181-402 5770

# Maxon Cinema 4D £195.95 from HiSoft 01525 718181

Amiga Computing
NOVEMBER 1985

\Lill there be more?

So there you have it. A short guide to the best software for your Amiga There are
many other categories to deal with like disk utilities, back up programs, educatic

sampling, structured drawing, communications, programming, and so on. Perh:
we will be able to print a continuation of this article at some point dealing with th
other categories, we |l see.
in the mean time, do go out and buy some of the software |'ve told you about he
Your continued support of the Amiga software market will ensure future version:
the software that is still being developed, and make sure our remaining softw
doesn't go the way of ADPro, ProPage, DPaint, Brilliance and all those others.
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Ex-Crimewatch presenter Sue Cook

has strong views on family computers

The biggest
day of your life

The first day at school is more
traumatic for parent than child

National Curriculum
— help or hindrance

What does it mean to your child?

Number crunching

Helping 7-11-year olds with their
maths at home and school

Spoilt for choice

We gave one family £1,500 and
told them to buy a computer

PRERREE:
et o i) gt

e

For further information, ring 01625 878888



3000 YOUR NEW AWIGA 9200 O

,_,_;w 5. GREY-TRONICS LTD

LOWEST PRICES
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BEST SERVICE

RAPID DELIVERY

SALES FREE CALL 0500 737 800

SALES HELPLINE 0181 686 9973 / 0181 781 1551

DISKS DISKS DISKS

100% CERTIFIED ERROR FREE
DS/00 Grode A+ DS/HD
50 3.5" Disks......£15.99 ..
100 3.5" Disks £27.99
150 3.5" Disks...... £38.99 ..
200 3.5" Disks........£48.99 .
300 3.5" Disks......£73.99 ..
400 3.5" Disks.......£98.99 ..
500 3.5" Disks
1000 3.5" Disks.....

7 Games Pock: SI! Modular Expansion ;

Cannon Fodder,

Diggers, Liberafion, Dq Drive for CD32

Dscar, Microcosm, CD32 to A.m:gn IMmyﬂmfﬂw
X, Wimate  CD32 fo Scart

£ I 94 .9" CD32 HiFi legwtl 1.99

Frea Delivery Add £2 pdp for occessories

AMIGA CD IIOH DIW!

Crverdrive Double Spend CD...

Owverdrive Quad

Orverdrive Double CD

I|'r|.||.l|::1r-|g h:h m.srn a hqrd driw r;-
nterfoce .

FI11-‘9!- wnio your |‘(,.M{_I,ﬁ. & -:ﬂm you Iuliu1ne:f T S::_‘-'.I -dmncm
AMITEK HAWK RAM BOARD FOR A1200

2Mb Rom.............E127  Allernative..........£120
AMb Rom.............. £187 Alemative.......... . E180

FREE DELIVER'T

HP Deskjet Block Dual Ca Ca EZ'.E W
N Dt Bk Rl ey Cudiidgn- 523
HP Deskjet 500,/ 540 ‘Colour Ca
560C Colour k-rhl
Black ink Caortri
Canon BJ 107200 Black ink Refill....
Citizen Projet IIC Colour .....
Citizen Projet IC Mono ...............

HP Deskjet 500C
Canon B 10/

BLACK BLACK
A..Hmm,:mm B0 [Poneorsc KOF1123/1124/114063.30
d DM 4000 E1&4  [Ponascaic 0P 1080,/1180,90..£3.30
Amsirod POW

Ponasenic KXP 2123/2180....
B254/8512/103500 .. nw 20
Amstrod 5512

Epson LGI1X

i LUAD, B, 90 150
[Epson LQWOG, 500,/800,/850 .....£2.45
FI."HL'IJIIEIMIU.'I ....... £3.45
................. £3,50 s-prl,:m 1u:|
HHHSPW:QI'IHI] (H00...C4.00 S I.EI-IIIJ"'H}W — 125
Add £2.00 p&p

.£18.99 + 100 cap lockable box ...Add £4.00
EEH?'hIDDcu |uc|:uhlebox...
L4994+ 2x]

lockable box.... 8

..£51.99 + 2 x 100 lockable box ... 8
12

|

LOCKABLE
+ BOXES

S5F "AMIGA 1200 PACKS

+ STANDARD PACK

Wordworth 45E/Digital Data Store 1.1,/Turbe Cale 3.6

.00
.00
00

£76.99 + 3 x 100 lockable box ... 00
.£101.99 + 4 x 100 lockable box .. Add £16.00
£123.99 .£126.99 + 5 x 100 lockable box...
£229.99 ..£234.99 + 10 x 100 lockable box .. Add £30.00

FREE LABELS + FREE DELIVERY BY PARCEL FORCE

Add £17.50
Call for

EXTERNAL OVERDRIVE HARD DISK

Provicls. qomes and dofa portability to AS00/A1200
Externol cosing .. £68.00  560Mb

INTERMAL 2.5" + CABLE + SOFTWARE

BOMb 2.5"......£69.99  250Mmb
120Mb 2.5°
170Mb 2.5 510Mb

INTERMNAL 3.5" + CABLE + SOFTWARE

270Mb 3.5".... £120.99 S540Mb £159.99
£149.99 1000Mb........ £299.99

ll“ﬁl Clll.li

Amiga to TV Scart...
A.I'I'!IF 1:1 5-0!1}!' ™...
Amiga to Amiga..
ator mrnrhnng lead 23M/23F .
Joystick Splitters ..
Auvtomatic meﬂw:hd‘ f_uhle
Joystick Extension Lead 10
Printer Lead. ..

Amiga 1200/ 500/ 500P /500 ...
Commodore/Philips monitors..
Star/Citizen/Panasonic Printers .......

Amiga Disk Drives [Amitelk, Snn}-h
Amiga Mouse | quality] ... P
Internal Drives A ,-'.J-'-..' 0/ A 200 ..
TV Modulator [Zyrs warran ]
Deluxe Mouse h‘:l“ ".l"
1000 Labels .
3.5" Disk huqu;l Chuf-r
on 1M Joystick..
rick 1M Juy!.htll
ADD £3 FOR DELIVERY

100 Cop drower....... £9.99

100 Capacity 80 Cop Bonx Bowes . £9.99

Accessories

Digital Organiser/Personal Paint 4.4/ Photogenics 1,25E
;@ﬁé
xyﬁé

* OFFICIAL WITH 170Mb HARD ﬂl!l’.

2 Games: Pinball Mania - Wizz

£369.99

Smmnsﬂhwai-&:dﬂ'am ‘aish

£469.99 m,f"‘{"}“

PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW. STOCKS ARE LIMITED

AMIGA 4000 TOWER

AA000T 040 25MHx ... EI099

A40DOT D60 S50MHz £2399 C257%
SPECIFICATIOMNS: A40O0 Tower, &Mb Mamaory, 1 7Mb Floppy
Drive, |.2 Gig SC5| Drive, Seala 300 pre |nsr|:|||m:|J|

FUSION VIDEO GENLOCK

¥ is o high soecibcafion video k thal o ideol for both the Brst tima
poec l1u|' odang fifkes, grophics rlﬂlt I hame movies] ord the somi pro-
unn.mu usar t r-snvw O ,u-:'!:u wniohony.. | FREE Scola

HIT00 (enakies you B oodd special eluch and cver Ky hext om fo your

oo £98
F@ﬂ

PANASONIC 2135 '8
24 PN COLOUR rg‘

!lprrmfmkndl-ddm e

DOT MATRIX 24 PIN

PANASONIC 2135 24 pin Colaor inc. sheet foeder ... :15¢w
Citizen ABC 24 pin colour

G‘I‘innﬁwﬂr}l)g;#pin:ﬂml E179.99
HNEC P20 24 pin mono ...

INKJET - DE&KTDP&PGRI‘MLE

Canon BJ4000 :uh-.i' mlqrr
Epson S*rlus 2

Add

Amitek Monitor 10845

o 218999

Microvitec 1438
[Free speakers)......£279.99
arp W,W.nnrtm,..ﬁ'lﬂ.ﬁ'

GREY-TRONICS LTD, UNIT 1015 WHITGIFT CENTRE,
CROYDON, SURREY CRO 1UU




title come on (x) number of disks. | £oy the very latest

WITH ALL AMIGAS UNLESS STATED
AGA Disk means for A1200/A4000 on

SPECIAL OFFER FOR AMIGA COMPUTING READERS.....SOFTWARE 2000

2 FREE DISKS

TICK 1 BOX OMLY & RETURN THIS TOKEN WITH YOUR ORDER
FOR YOUR FREE DISKS (Photocoples also mmud]

BUY 10+ PD DISKS & CHOOSE ANY 1 EXTRA DISK FREE |

BUY 15+ PD DISKS & CHOOSE ANY 2 EXTRA DISK FREE :

OPTION: Add extra 55p (Post Office Rate) for
Record & Insurance with any order.

k catalogue please
A COMBATIBLE ™ IMAKE cHEGUEJEg%LAL 0

DISK PROTECT

LABELS W~ B LV SLEEVES

T0ERE + 1057, +10

MUSIC

MO01 BEASTY BOYS - Wa Want Gomas Pessy songs
MOOT BICHALL JACKSON - Song BAD

MOG3 DD THE BARTMAN

A4 TURES (ot &1

DANCE REMXED -

& WOSES - YOURE CRATY

¥ FOR ROTHING - DIFIE STRAITS HIT SONG
BLUES HOUSE (7 disks|

SAFE SEX -hllmm-

B0 (2) nesdy 2 drives (billiant

-E‘c«!-—v Sang

M115 MARDHEY & KAKTUS 7 - 40 tunes compation
M1I5 ADRRES FAMILY

M150 TIFFANNY - | Think We're &lone Few

M7 BMADONKA - [Liks & \‘hm

MIT3 JANET JACKEDHN - A B MATION

M17TT PET SHOP BOYE

MBS SAM POX [Mawis e

M188 MADCONKA [Resooss M)

M188 F3E LE TAK]

EE

(=]
-

VIDEO TITLERS/TOOLS

i :hﬁlﬂiﬂﬂhﬂ-ﬁ

T e

| i vides
widen 1l lool| cans-

EageEezine

‘E%E
i

ﬁum 'ij-

& = Qrwal v
::::‘:m&:t’;ﬁ:frﬁ Erirming ﬁwqhﬂm-w
gug L ] Lt
MI05 RAVE - More Aave v AN (7 dinka} Raqures [ Famt
MEnZ & TO T OF O GAMES MUSIC (4) Brifian

MITE DCH TRACY [Missnna) (1)
M5 5TAR TREK & STAR TREK NWEXT GENERATION (3}

m! Vides iftier
(A 0 WSS it L s v

Al fist above for only £5 + 50p for PAP. Discount available for larger order. 100% guaranteed

ALL OUR PD DISKS ARE

(OVERSEAS POST & PACKAGE RATE
{Europe add 25p per disk for P&F)
(Worldwide add 50p per disk PAF)

PLEASE SEND YOUR ORDER T0 ETTHER OF THESE DISTRIB
YOUR ORDER WIL BE SAME DAY

TEL OR FAX:

DESPATCH VA FIRST CLASS

SOFTWARE 200
Dept (ACD8)
9 WILLS STRE
LOZELLS
BIRMINGHAM
B19 1PP
TEL: 0374 67806

01827 684¢
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STAR-TREK MANIA
1 Bl ATAR-TREK

i

STAR TREK &
STARTREK NG

DOna ol he most complels sinrirek shows ever
Inchuding 100s of pictures from the eriginal &
iy startrek MG series. Must for all siar-trek
fans. & disk set - only C5.85 run on all Amigs
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(wany hantiyl. Esay e ws. Mamory monior, Lates! wirus killer, Wb Disk
wle. much too many to list.
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Cnlletish al demon ever relsased - s
over 100 fop demos. Must for all Demos.
That Sog selier.  AECOMMEMDED
£7.95 suitable for all AMIGAS

CININPIACIKS)
LY £4.99 PER PACK

+ATABLE FOH AN

rd Games Pack 1 (5 disks)

CHES

Chess, Dica, Dominoes. Chesdo sic. Far ko

nde Games Pack 2 (5 disks

ot of e very best classic arrace games. & Cailipsds.

d Games Pm:n (5 disks)

bl pck the fines! camd gamas it Poker. Spade. Brdge
Portnon, Soltam. Klondike, eic. & many moe

Games Pack 4 (5 disks)

iPack with qualiy puzsle games Bea Simeon, Pt Cube,

e, Picturs Puzzie & more. Far o many i st
Workbench Games (5 disks)

[ ! irerecing packs. S desks coammed bl of unegue oy but

Biplica garmas. A bit e playing on the Giame Boy i tan be

iy ke i piry & Ty e ke Pracran Teins o

o st

R ey e e e ek
F | g F] 1 -

COMMUDYLE 54 V8 il Oiffar

Bart-h o oppud ey g N oot e e 5 C64 & 45 games pack !

I (o o e et ltieon- | | Spectrum V2 & 50 games |

i e e progran Al gt picis come 2n Amiga Vic m&ﬂﬂgam !

I CB basic iz, Just i qwning | disks & run on say Amiga Ful -

el 54 compter, poitedloading sticins are All 3 packs for only £9.99 |

"""" R s e ks S Ak o | L____ SEE LEFTFOR DESCRIPTION |

 Play direcily on mry A
® Prinfed inading insmmachions
& Prinl pame sl (rsseniall
COMPATRELE WTTH ANY AMNGL

084 V9 & Games Pas)
C64 & 45 original games ..£4.99
C64 & 100 original games ..£8.99

C64 & 200 original games £16.99

P.5. C84 V3 & 100 GAMES PACK RECEIVED A 8&%
REVIEW IN AMIGA SHOPPER ISSUE 54

Iacluded. All 5pecinum packs con-
fan diftere gamen

AR @ [ Y o
SPELTHUN & BANES PABE
SPECTRUM + 50 GAMES PK1 ONLY £4.99
SPECTRUM +100 GAMES PK2 ONLY £7.99
SPECTRUM +200 GAMES PK3 ONLY £12.99
SPECIAL OFFER PACK 4

Take SPECTRUM pack 1, 2, 3 & axtra 50 new

games FREE. Total 400 games for only £19.99
Werw just redmased T4 SPECTRUM V1.5b & 155 AGA

runs much faster, can bé sdded 1o any pack
lor only 40p extre. For wey Amiga except K513
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MORE SOFTWARE FOR YOUR AMIGA

1 O0)0) aameeran,

Comsa on very ieege numbar of digks, twice mone games than the
SPECTALMI GAMES CD. Spectrum V2 amulator included, Furry
order now, limited pack avaiabie only £38.59

r--—--—__—_-_
1
I

1C64 v3 PK4

| specia ciier Co4 ¥ and 45, 100, 200 games pack win exa 55 Coe |
Igamas makineg 400 CEA games & utiities diks. Comes on anme rumbes

of cisks + games ket Bnc ioading leafiel. Only £24.08

Lﬁaa CB4 ar Spectrum advart bax 1or mare details

OVER $OFTWARE 2000

1 9 5 0 This Software 2000 Double CD contains all the original disks from

the Software 2000 library. The CD contains all from the

DISKS

current and previous advert plus many more.
(Just see our advert). No lucky dip or unknown software.
Only the best & most popular from our library

i

DONKEY KONG Arcade ciassle convarsion

MAGIC WE VI Dasd of varaion 2

diri=tim dmrre

LOOK WHAT’S ON THIS DOUBLE CD

DOUBLE CD

TOP UTILITIES
EDUACATIONAL
GAMES

DEMOS
ANIMATIONS
MUSIC DEMOS
SLIDESHOWS
FONTS & ART
ST-00 SAMPLE
IMAGINE OBJECT
MANY PACKS
ADULT ONLY (18) &

MANY MORE

ALSO INCLUDED ONTHE CDs ARE OVER

New Spectrum Games never been on
release on any other CD before.

Price only £34.99
| SOFTWARE 2000

FREE

Also included are 700 C64 game files ||
50 disks of Magic WB Extra !
SUPER VALUE

| Enclose fwa bokens with your
I i CD to receive exira 10 blank disks

=
i

10 BLANK DISKS & 10 LABELS |

BEFOME
OROER ANY

| = W
{ T'ILE CLOSE ENCOUNTER

[ hundreds of real (e documant of UFD
. Himaping stc_, mamy 5o secrel thal only recend
main them available, This pack comes on B disks

-~ id only costs £5.95 tun on all Amiga

) THE CLOSE ENCOUNTER Ii
Lke abave but with even mare deciumest en

_ UFD, ALEEN ete.
HIS PACK COMES DN 4 DISK SET ONLY £3.96

UU.F.0. - THE UNKNOW

Iastinaling document 100z case of kidnaps.
mutitation eic. , seme with setual photos b

claim. Compatible with all Amiga, request

18 DEMOS
MUST BE 18 AND OVER

X80 CINDY CRAWFORD (2
74 MADOMMNA iﬂEx.'p (3)

M3I3 UTOPIA (4 DIS
Mas GIRLS OF
X449 PAGE 3 GIALS
X7D GOMN GON GIRL
X711 TINA SMALL
X991 CINDY CALENDAR "85
X996 HOT BABE 1

SPORT

CHANGE YOUR WORKBENCH T0 MAGIC WORKBENCH

WE NOW HAVE THE NON AGA MAGIC WB FOR THE AS00-A500 elc

AGA 21 MAGIC WB ... FOR A1200
MAGIC WB 1.3 for non AGA Amiga

Now It is possible for ASOMYASDD plus/AE00 elc to run MAGIC WE on
their Amiga. They can sven use any Magic WE axtra (CON below run
in canjunction with your existing WE conlig will improve it by 500% no
additional memary required...... .. MAGIC WB only #8p

Qusity backdiog o ssarmless Wovkbench sattern for sung wity Nagic
WH. Cim be withoal MegicWE o0 (WEZ uks Mckgre®) ‘WD WH patiner)

MAGIC wB

Hundnesds of brstiant Magle WH loonfstkdrop B or 16 colowe.
thhﬁanmmnnwwh:utm |

Hard drive usn-r

MRAGHC WH 28 BACKDIRGT & PRTTERN V1 (&) TAKE M GIC EXTRA

BLACIC W 29 DACKDROP b PATTERN V2 (T) W VDL 16 I8 Lia

MAGIC W30 SENY BACNDROE s
WL 0. M . FORMAT FOA ONLY
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RAY TRACING

IMAGINES
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- colour depths including HiColour (16 bil) and True Colour (24 bit), No Free PholoWorX
“Chip RAM limitations" and an in-built Amiga video pass-through PhotoCD software with
makes Picasso |l the best value graphics card around!| all 2Mb boards!

PABLO is the Video Encoder option for Picasso |, expanding it with
two additional video ports, one standard Composite Sync Signal, and
one S-VHS (Y-C) compalible port. All PAL compatible video devices
can be plugged into Pablo, such as a colour TV or a video recorder.

At these greal new prices, there has never been a befter time o Picasso Il 1Mb £219.95 Picasso Il 2Mb
enhance your system to allow a 24-bit graphics capability! Picasso ll 1Mb + TVPaint 2 £369.95 Picasso Il + TVPaint 2
MultiMedia Picasso "= 2l £369.95 Pablo Video Encoder

Emplant

i
li
49

|
[ ]
in
|a

EMPLANT BASIC
EMPLANT OPTION B (SCS1)
PC e586DX MODULE

£238.95
£279.95
£ 99.95

ARIADNE & LIANA NETWORKS

Ariadne olfers a simple but effective Network solution for any Zorro based Amiga.

Two extra parallel ports.,
. The industry standard soffware solufion ENVOY.
10Base-2 (Thin ethemet, coax cable) and 108ase-T (Twisted pair, westem jackel)
*  Sockal for a boot ROM and 32Kb cache to support the CPU,
*  SANA-Il compatible driver for ethernet and paraliel port,

ARIADNE £219.95

Liana is the ideal solution for a quick, easy yet efficient connection between two
Amiga’s. Simply plug the special cable into the parallel port, install the ENVOY software

LIANA £ 58.85

DOUBLER 4000 - S0MHz

Blittersolt dofiver the fastest B8040 accelerator ever for the Amiga 4000/040, safting a new
breakthrough in price and performance. The new Doubler 4000 50 MHz 68040 accelerator
delivers across-the-board speed increases for all applications and systern lunclions, ranslating
into a significant productivity gain

This powerful “plug and play® accelerator is 100% hardware and software compatible, since il sill
uses a Motorola 68040 processor. It offers an affordable upgrade that makes sense, requiring no
special software. For a moderate price, users get twice the processing power, yat retain 100% of
their Amiga investment, No software upgrading, reconfiguration or ncompatibilibes.

Thie Doubler 4000 accelerator is an easy-to-install daughier board thal ssmply 5 i

MMz GEOLD CPLU with a faster 50MHz version aiready instalied, Amyone who can malElII a SIMM
can install the Doubler 4000, C-uslnmars are supplied with photo-llustrabed installatkon insinections
plus the necessary extraction 1ool to perform the installaton.

Simpty putteng a taster processor into an Amiga does nof help much unless the system can supply

anough data 1o keep it busy. That i why the Motorola 68040 contains a large on-chip cachia. This

cacha freas the Doubler 4000 to work semi-independently of the Amiga memory subsystem, in

~ fact, B5% of the time the cache contains the data and instructions necessary for thie Doublar 4000
i h%iuwd.

Special limited offer!

{Usually £49 95)

Emplant can be used with any accelerated Zorro base Amiga. With Macintosh and PC e

Blittersoft are the exclusive European distributors for Utilities Unlimited, providing a full technical support, upgrade and warranty service.

EMPLANT OPTION A (AppleTalk ports) £279.95
EMPLANT DELUXE £299.95
AMIA £ 49.95

mmmmw and will dramatically spaed up any apphcation - such as rendering - that depands
_wwwmmwmmmmummeﬁmm

Why not call our
suppm‘t BBS m'
vi

modules, Emplant is the Amiga s only all-in-one emulation solution.
Macintosh® Emulation Module

A full ‘generic’ Macintosh with the speed dependent LPON YOUr PrOCRSSOr

An A3000 iz equivalent to a MAC flci. An A4000 is equivalent fo a Quadra S00.
Support for up to 16 colours (non-AGA), 256 colours (AGA) or up to 24 bit colours
third party video boards such as Picasso ll, CyberVision, Piccolo SD64, Refina elfc
Built in intelligent multipia file fransfer for fransfers between the Amiga and MAC.
Support for AmigalDOS davices, CO ROM, direct Scanning, MIDI, SyQuest, Printers,
Modems eic. Total compatibility through on-board SCSI interface (Oplion B and De
Fuill & -hit stereo sound, Requires Macintash IlxAlex/SE30 256K ROMs (not supplisdy
Supports all Floppy formats (Even 800K Mac drives with additional AMIA interface).

eS860DX/SX Emulation Module

MDA, CGA, EGA, VGA, 5VGA video modes (AGA is required for VGA/SVGA).
Sound, Joysticks, Floppy drives, AmigaDOS partitions, Extended Memaory, and morel
Print from Windows or DOS via Amiga paraiiel port.

Use CD ROM drive with any Amiga sided COROM drive

Wil run programs that reguire greater than a 286 processor,

Comes with bath DX (FPU) and SX (no FPLU) versions

Requires 486 PC BIOS, not supplied.

MAINACTOR BROADCAST

MainActor Broadeast is a complaetely new Animation program for any Amigal
052.04 or better.

*  Ower 20 Load'Save modules (AW, BMP, DL, FLI, FLC, GIF, IFF, IFF-Amm
JPEG, PCX, QuickTime...) with AVI, QuickTime and JPEG support up to 24-bit}
index file for faster reloading of animations and playback from Hard Drive.
Support for any graphics card for 24-bit as well as standard Amiga screemnmogds
*  EMfects modules to apply effects direct lo animation (Text, Scroll, Scale, Rotalg
12 Spund modulas for soundimusic playback incl, compressed (OclaMed, SM3]
in 8 and 16 vaices

Joining, Convert, Spiit animations and aufoswitch o oplimal colour depth
AREXX-Port for axternal control, and support for MacroSystems multipic. fib

MANACTOR BROADCAST

Blittersoft
6 Drakes Mews, Crownhi
Milton Keynes. MK8 OER

01908 261466
01908 261477 Technical (1. mnm*
01908 261488 b,
01908 261499 BBS (24
Order by AccesaVisa/Delta'Switch or Postal ordesCh
Credit cards attract a 2.5% surcharge.

Prices and specifications may change withoul notice. All pi
Uﬂ.lbmhﬂlu-hﬂmnmm <



he problem with most Amiga
graphics tablets is one of sensi-
tivity. In the past, Amiga tablets
have offered the ergonomics of a pen,
that's about it. Fortunately Wacom, a
pany renowned for graphics tablets
on both PC and Mac, also support the
‘Amiga via TVPaint and Shareware
‘author Roland Schwingel.

Although sensitivity isn't an option on
orkbench — as there's no need outside
‘specific applications — you can still
feplace the mouse with the cordless pen
d tablet for general Amiga interaction.
Once installed in the WB-Startup
‘drawer, the pen and tablet kick in on
soot-up allowing all the normal click,

glect, drag and drop options associated
with the traditional Amiga mouse.
‘However, this doesn't mean you sacri-
i e the trusty rodent, because both

: work happily in tandem, with the
hbiat attached to the serial port rather
an the mouse port. And because the
control software operates on a system
level, you're free to apply the tablet's
ergonomic talents with any application
you choosea, regardless of whether it
ars direct support.

Obviously, if the software doesn't
\offer pressure sensitive support you are
limited to basic on/off application, but
- gven so there's still an appreciable ben-
L efit within a number of applications in
addition to just paint programs.
' Freehand sketching and general use
- within 3D applications, structured draw-
ing software. In short, any program that
| can benefit from the subtlety a pen can
- provide.

Another major plus for the Wacom, as
opposed to many other Amiga tablets, is
' ls extremely economical use of CPU
lime. All too often, tablets attached to
the serial port eat up a disproportionate
amount of processor time and therefore
dramatically reduce the overall
performance of the machine,

Set-up and installation of the Wacom
s extremely simple courtesy of the
Wacom control commodity, which as

| imall but beautiful

As you've probably noticed, Wacom
lablets aren’t cheap. Even the UD-
0608-R, which incidentally is the
smallest in the range, offers only a
153.6mm x 204.8mm working area.
Although this may sound uncom-
fortably small, | found it perfectly
adequate, and it's already played a
key role in most of my recent cre-
including a number of

ations,
magazine covers and illustrations.

It you have a copy of TVPaint and
want the best from it, a pressure
sensitive Wacom is an essential.
And after ten minules you'll wonder
how you got by without one.

you can see only requires the
minimum of effort to accommo-
date any tablet in the Wacom

(GRAPHICSH

Just try to
do these
l]mpfp
sguiggies

range. After selting the various
toggle switches, the working
area of your tablel will be on-
line. At this point the nib reacts
as the left mouse button, with a
double push opening drawers
or applications, while a single
push and hold will select and
drag.

The right mouse button is
replaced with a nicely designed
micro-switch on the pen itsalf,
which resis conveniently
beneath the forefinger. Add the
two together and you have all the
traditional mouse options in a pen.

Thanks to TVPaint, Amiga users are
finally allowed access to the sensitive
touch which professional artists demand
from a quality graphics tablet. Before fir-
ing-up the TVPaint, the first step is to
shut down workbench emulation as this
frees the serial port and therefore the
tablet for TVPaint's built-in control. After
selecting and saving the appropriate
tablet name and your serial configura-
tion from the start-up screen, you're
ready to get creative.

PRESSURE SENSITIVE

Once inside the software you're
automatically in tablet mode, although,
like Workbench, your mouse is still
active if the need arises. Although not
obvious at first, pressure sensitivity
affects every application of paint to
canvas. Using the airbrush pressure
translates into the density of paint, while
a normal pen's foolprint grows
and shrinks as you apply the pressure.
Even cut brushes benefit from the pen
as the pressure applied translates into
the transparency of the stamped brush.
You also have complete contral over the
way the pressure translates to the
canvas.,

For solid brush strokes this defines to
the amount the brush stroke will grow as
the pressure is applied via a user
defined percentage. Better still, there's
even a definable pressure curve which
will fine tune the affect in relation to the
pressure applied. However, perhaps

without a
pressure
sensilive
tablet - it's
li'rrmﬂ

Fal
perfection

ultimate in freehand Amiga art

Amiga Computing

NOVEMBER 1985

I TVPaint 3.0

Paul Austin examines the :l

most important of all is the overall feel
and speed of the tablet.

The freedom from a cord is an obvi-
ous bonus, and when this is combined
with unparalleled speed and a light,
accurate touch, you arrive at simply the
most responsive and natural interaction
between man and machine imaginable.

FAC 4

oo LEM ESSENTIALS

RED = Essential BLACK = Recommended

E g

RTG card

The bottom line

Product: Wacom UD-0608-R (PC)
Supplier: Computers Unlimited
Price: £425
Tel: 0181-200 8282

Easeofuse = 1
Implementation
Value for money
Overall

Yo




Dept AC3
PO Box 14
Louth

10 PD DISKS FOR [N apicmiyin
ONLY A FIVER FROM [

7500+ TITLES!!! 01507 450114

Let’s face it, the summer’s too hot and there’s nothing else for it, you can
either dip your flippers in the sea (and face possible crab infestation and toe
nipping) or you can buy somne of our cool PD!

BLANK DISKS AT £2.50 FOR 10, FROM 17P IN BULK. ONE FOR ONE GUARANTEE.

We'd like to just say thank you to Escom for saving what it a phenomenal computer based around some of the
strongest frie HL]H[‘:I[M and good feeling we have ever come across. I'm sure we speak for everyone in our world,
from the users in the street to the biggest Amiga magazines and companies, when we say thank you for having
enough vision in a profit orientateddndustry,

Anyway, enough of the slop, bagk to what matters, me, erm, I mean V12! To anyone who haén't vet tried us out,
where have you'been? Oh, Russia. Fair enough. Bul.now's your chance, PD at the right prices, not £2.50@disk, not
£1.50 a disk, not even £1 a disk (this is beginning to sound like an auction) ourPD'is only these tiddly little prices:

1-5 disks — 65p each

6-9 disks — 60p each

10+ disks — 50p each

P+P is only 50p on any size order!

And, of course, there is the Catdisk, almest biblical in re putation. it's what legends areé written about, quests are
started for, chips are fried for, lager is drunk for...erm, iU's good anyway. Its written by us, which can enly be a
good thing (1 lﬁmkl lists 7500 titles reviewed by us with deseriptions nicked from another catdisk. And our catdisk
is actually humorous, net mind numbingly boring, cos we're funny guys and gals herel It's on tweé disks, with at
least four free PD games on it which are different each month, and'it's nnl\ ""-'i':' which is refunded on your first
order by a free L|1~L selection. Where ¢an you go wrong, éh? Just senc ass stamps or 50p to us and we'll
get it to you sharpish

Our company will take erders from any country in Europe, U.5.A., Canada, Australia efc, all disks are guaranteed
and will be replaced without any muttéring or name calling. 24 hour turnaround is our aim, and we are now
renowned as the fastgst PD company on earth (although Squiggle PD on Mars is faster, but then the posties hover
6ft above the ground there!).

So_now you know about us, are you gmng to carry on With vour old library? Do you realise you'd get at least twice
as miany disksffom us for the same price as.from others? So why don't you come and. join-inseur party, I'll pour
you a cider myself! Join the “I'd rather eat ahmh}wn than pay more for PD Club”, if you join our membership
sclieme, a further 10% can be saved and up'to 30% of your blank disk orders can be PD titles for 10p each!!

We cater for everyone from AS00’s to 1200's and all between. Please specify your Amiga type when ordering your
Catdisk as we now have two separate versions to make life easier, Welcome to the club and I'll leave you with a
joke:

What's the difference between an old pensioner and a baby?
5 minutes at gas mark 7 (chuckle!)

7500+ Titles, that’s more than a library with less than that!
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Write on ROM

A new piece of software from Germany

D-ROM has been unrivalled as a
cheap way of storing vast quanti-
ties of data, but until very recently
e average computer user has been
able to record their own data onto disc.
gs have changed with the release of
Panasonic’s read-write drive, reviewed
st month, but with an asking price of
mer £500 it's still not an affordable option
ormany of us,

Not surprising, then, that the release of
ichatztruhe's CD-Write software has
en anticipated with some enthusiasm —
dlong with an understandable amount of
seplicism at the same time.

| Those who were misled by the prod-
icf's name will be disappointed to find that
CD-Write is not the miraculous super bar-
gin it initially sounds like. This software
thes not allow users to physically write
information onto CD, so any thoughts
4l having a portable 600+ Mbs storage
format at your disposal to do with as you
sh should be put aside right now.

| So the answer to the boast on the box
aying, ‘What !7 You still can't write to
gur CDs?' is an emphatic no as far as
CD-Write goes. Evaluate it on terms of
at it really does for your money, howey-
. and this product begins to look rather
iseful nonetheless.

ODIFICATIONS

In reality, CD-write allows users to virfu-
iy add, delete or modify data on their
idscs. The difference is that the alterations
@re recorded in a drawer on your hard
dive rather than on the actual CD itself,
The package is simply comprised of a sin-
ge floppy containing the software, and a
‘manual, most of which seems unneces-
for the basic applications most peo-
e will use CD-write for. Installation is fully
aulomatic with the only other requirement

tlaims to allow users to write to
(0-ROM, but can it really be true?
Lareth lofthouse finds out

?f——‘r“"‘"“‘r“—]-— rfﬁ
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adding more recent
downloads, and it will all conve-
niently appear in your CDO window, Those
Amiganuts who have to give Workbench
their own customised appearance will also
be able to replace boring and repetitive CD
icons with more interesting buttons using
Magic WB.

It a CD is to be used for BES services,
the program can also be used to make
cenain files unavailable by virtual deletion.

|
|
|
!
'r..
i

Tidy your drawers:
CD-Write could help
you make sense of
your disc chaos

version of the CD created by the software.
The other icon means that the original disc
contents are always available should you

peing that the user must create a new
girectory in which CD-write will record
ations to CDs.

From then on, every time you use a CD
Ml will bring up two icons on your
Workbench, one of which will be a pseudo

wish, for example, to access a file which
has been virtually deleted.

In practice, CD-write allows users fo
reorganise and amend discs to optimise
them for their individual requirements.
Unlike when using a disc normally, for
example, the user will be able to
the

This could be useful to pravent illagal
downloads. The packaging claims many
other applications are possible. but that's
basically what it's all about. A final point,
though, is that the program will work fine
with multiple CDs. YAC

rearrange its appearance on
| [ Workbench — by moving icons, changing
| [D uutlmlsnr window sizes, and so on — and then snap-
| shot the preferred set up so it will appear
Where the product will come into its whenever the CD is accessed.

| own will be in organising all those It's also possible to add new programs
poorly categorised CDs that have ta your CDs, though these will actually be
fliooded the market over the past few recorded on your hard drive. Thus the four
years. By creating new directories and disc Aminet set could be updated by
shifing or deleting data to suit, collec-
tions can be changed from chaotic
time-consumers to orderly, well
structured libraries.

Take music sample collections for
example, as they're often the worst of
the bunch when it comes to organisa-
fion. This product will allow you to virtu-
ally delete all the rubbish and arrange
the material of actual value into logic-

[T] [ m rdgiﬁr[;p’iﬁ

HEI:I Essential BLACK = Recommeandead

Uerdict

More of a CD optimiser than the miracle product it's billed
as, CD-Write is an unusual but welcome program all the
same. Too often, files on disc archives are lumped willy nilly
into huge, unstructured directories, and this package could
help users begin to make sense of them.

Of course, any major overhaul of a disc's organisation

iy Lo

Lhe bottom line
; Product: CD-Write
Price: £44.95

Supplier: Schatztruhe
Tel: +49 6171 85937

could be almost as laborious as compiling a new archive
yourself, but even a few changes can make useful material
more easily accessible.

ally named drawers. For once you CD-Write would more accurately be named CD Spring Ease of use 9
could have all the drum loops in one Cleaner, and the price is rather high considering its uses are Implementation 8
drawer and all the orchestral samples mainly cosmetic. Nevertheless, it's a must for the Amiga Value for money 7
in another. user with a large cupboard of poorly compiled CDs. Overall 8
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Ever wondered how
ta breaks into the —
games mduftm’
Lareth tﬂfthﬂuﬂ
reports on how:
d job and dlimb.- 1k
career ladder with the ;

peaple who malse—]
. Ertafnment softulare

hings may be different if
intensely competitive tings
my day, career cnunsellihnol was a bit
of a joke. At the age of 15, a week would be spent in
a dusty office, shuffling in a bore; reluctant fashion between the rows
of pigeon holes ow@fepilling with corporate bumph.
Sadly, the strained urgings of a disillusioned *
teacher anxious to prevent us from repeat-
r 3 ’»ﬁ\k ing his mistakes went unheeded.
- 1" To a spotty adolescent more . making a career in entértainment software. In 1995 there are more
interested in the latest batch of 88 opportunities, though. Once, the only way most people could gel
game releases than planning a life- involved was through programming, but now there are plenty of open-
F. time's drudgery, there was lit- ings for the non-technical majority i the raplu.l.muurmg multl-mlll bn
lle to fire my imagination. It pound games industry. i
might have been a But where do you start? Ther@re no Mh the first thll;l’g to
different story if realise is that forward lookigg game companies need people with

K p - I'd considered diverse backgrounds and skill§ In addition t0 pro@rammers, any major

— game will require artists, musicians, protiucers,

€

writers - and that's without going into the sales
and marketing side of the operation.
To start at the bottom, however, a lot of
people find @ way into the games industry
through playtesting. Playtesters are the people

1
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who get paid to mess around with com-
puter games all day, so that the devel-
opers know they're delivering the
goods the consumers want.

Most companies will take school
leavers for this position, and the stan-
dard salary is around £6000 — which
isn't bad, considering. However, in
addition to game playing skills and
knowledge, it's important that appli-
cants can demonstrate the ability to
report usefully on playability problems,

Those who imagine it's a dream job
should bear in mind that looking at a
screen for eight hours a day replaying
the same game can be rather wearing,
as any of our reviewers will tell you,
The job can, however, open doors.

“I know of many people who started
in this role and moved on within the
company to higher roles,” said Glen
O'Connel of Sony Electronic Publishing
(formerly Psygnosis). *Our company,
and the industry as a whole, is usually
very good to people once they're
onboard in the first place.”

IN DEMAND

Higher up the ladder, creative souls
are just as in demand as computer sci-
ence graduates. 20 and 30D artists are
required both for in-game graphics and
packaging design, and companies like
Team 17 say artists are always wel-
come to submit examples of their work.
What's more, the Amiga is still widely
respected as an artists computer, and
adverts in the trade paper still ask for
Amiga-based experience,

Creative writers are already used for
many projects, not just for knocking up
story lines and game-related novellas,
but also for providing scripts integral to
the software. With the advent of inter-
active movies, this role is going to
become increasingly important.

In contrast to the artistic roles which
were in demand from early on in the
history of game design, the number of
musicians making a career in the
industry have been few and far
between. This form of entertainment
has traditionally focused solely on mak-
ing a visual impact, and after manths
spent designing ground-breaking
graphics, most titles used to have

A career in computer journalism is a topic that would require
an article in ilself, but it's worth knowing that lots of people
high up in the games industry started out as humble reviewers
for the magazines. Team 17's Marcus Dyson and Alan Bunker
were writers for Amiga Format and Amiga Action respectively,
and the company is employing people with journalistic skills to
write, research and edit their multimedia projects.

To start of as a staff writer on a magazine, applicants merely
need enthusiasm, ideas and a flair for writing interesting,
though not necessarily grammatically correct, copy. The pay is
disappointing, but promotion can come remarkably quickly and
there is no better way of developing contacts within the |

ndustry.

Contact each of the magazines individually for details of
what they require from submissions of written work. Remember
also that if no permanent positions are available, you might be
able to write articles on a freelance basis.

labour of loue

The offices may be plusher, the expense account may
be larger, but the increasingly corporate atmosphere
that exists in some of the bigger publishing companies
won't suit everybody. Making a game with a huge
team of programmers, artists, musicians and writers
has its advantages, but some view it as creation by
committee. Indeed, some of the mediocre efforts that
have been produced by this method show how great
the pitfalls are.

Programmaers that don't want to make too many
compromises ought to consider approaching smaller,
more independent developers. Sensible Software
have had phenomenal success with their arcade sport
games, but the atmosphere at their base in Saffron
Waldon, Essex, has greater similarities with student
digs than the traditional office set up.

The casual way in which these people work, how-
ever, should not deceive you into thinking it's an easy
life. The hours may not be rigid, but flexibility at com-
panies like Sensible is counterbalanced by the fact
that programmers are often working well into the night

example.”

computer jingles added as an
afterthought.
Once again this is changing.

Multimedia, the Japanese console
rivalry and home cinema, is making
game designers realise that impressive
in-game sound is vital if future games
are going to grab the consumer’s atten-
tion. Developments like Q-Sound, a
surround sound system for computer
games, show the way the trend is
heading. and companies like Sony
Electronic Publishing already have a
team of in-house, full time musicians.

With games being produced by
teams of programmers, artists, writers
and musicians, it seems the larger
game companies are attempting to
adopt Hollywood-like production val-
ues. And like in any film production,
someone has to bring all these
resources together to get a satistactory
end result. In computer entertainment,
this is the job of the producers.

Bearing similarities with the roles of
director and producer in a film, the
game producer manages the devalop-
ment team of a software project. It's
their responsibility to decide what goes
into a game and what changes have to
be made, but they also need technical
understanding with regards to what can
and can't be done, It's also down to
them to ensure deadlines are met and
milestones are set.

As Team 17's Alan Bunker
explained, it's a job that requires a deli-
cate approach sometimes. "At the end
of the day we like to leave program-
mers and graphic artists to be cre-
ative,” he said. "But someone has to be
there to sort out the ideas and encour-
age the team in the right direction.”

With it being the highest role in
development, the producers job is the
ultimate career goal for many game
programmers and designers. It's clearly
not a job you can just walk into, howev-

Write your
Wway into
work

NMOVEMBER 1885

as project deadlines approach. Even more dedicat
will be required if you want to develop games for |
Amiga market in its current transitory state. With all |
the small companies putting their Amiga plans on b
until the outcome of Escom’s relaunch plans becos
clearer, your best option may be to go it your own wg

Vulcan Software, makers of the highly success
Valhalla adventures and the Timekeepers mini-sefi
did just that. Possibly the smallest self-contained ou
in games development, this Portsmouth-based comg
ny is composed of just two people, Lisa Tunnah &
Paul Carrington,

Between them they do everything from prog
ming to writing storylines and making cups of tea -
fact, they even do their own accounts. Recount
tales of nightmare 20-hour working days, Lisa confe!
es that she's had doubts as to whether it's worth it
can see the advantages of doing things the corpora
way," she commented. “Like getting holidays,

So why do they stick at it ? Because, believe it

for every career these days, it's wo

With games being produced
teams of programmers, artistad
writers and musidans, it seems the larger
(ompanies are attempting to adopt
Hollywood-fie production alues.

er, and most people work their way

through a company, sometimes eve
from their humble beginnings

playtesters.
With experience being so importal

remembering that large companies ik

opreading

Regardless of the quality of theil
product, every game company need
someone to shout about it, and this is
where the PR people come in. Publi
relations doesn't require progra
ming knowledge or artistic talent, b
its practitioners do need the gift o
the gab combined with a serious
enthusiasm for games.

The job basically entails ensuring
that games get plenty of magazing
coverage, not just in reviews but alsg
in previews and work-in progres
sessions. This obviously involve
spending lots of time communicating
with tha press and Hﬂeping on good
terms with the publishers. It's the P
persons job to offer cover deals of
help with other features, but main
with the idea of giving the company
and its products as positive and high
a profile as possible.

Lisa Humphries, a PR reprasenta
tive for the past year with
Microprose, tells how it's one of the
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not, it's profitable and, according to Lisa, they love
‘doing it. Questioned on the advantages of running
your own business, she explains: “We do have a lot of
- control, and we're perfectionists, We've tried working

FEATURE BB

that a huge installed user base is crying out for new
Amiga games that are not forthcoming from the high
profile companies.

This has opened the door for independent develop-
ers to show their talents, provided they adapt to the
difficulties that face the current Amiga market, Thus,
Vulcan have successfully overcome the lack of retall
outlets for Amiga titles by shifting entirely to a direct
mail order service.

Starting up is not as difficult as it may seem. "We
were really into the idea,” Lisa commented, "and
managed to convince the bank manager it was worth
investing in. You've just got to be imaginative and
committed.”

So if there's a ground-breaking game you know you
can produce, but no-one's prepared to publish it, then
setting up business yourself may be worth consider-
ing. A visit to your local Citizen's Advice Bureau will
put you in touch with government enterprise schemes

for other people and we just didn't like it."

Vulcan are currently taking advantage of the fact

Sony Electronic Publishing offer work
experience, as do most of the maga-
zines' publishers. Sony also have an
gvaluation scheme where they invite
10-11-year olds to give feedback on
their products — worth considering if
you've got children you thought wera
wasting time playing games.

Finally, a bit of advice on how to
make that vital good impression you'll
need to differentiate yourself from all
the other people knocking at the door.
Deirdre Murphy from Warner
Interactive urges: “Network — use the
contacts you already have. Offer a
unigue skill. And, above all, show
enthusiasm.” yoac 4

the word

better jobs to get into without experi-
ence. “| was working in retail at WH
Smiths,” she explained. “ was selling
music and games, so | had a rough
idea of what was going on, but not a
particularly extensive one.”

Writing speculative letters and
sending CVs, however, got her a job
with Microprose which she says is
fun, despite being demanding.
However, an outward going personal-
ity is a pre-requisite. “You definitely
can't be a wall-flower,” she points
out.

PR can lead to jobs within games
sales and marketing, and hence ulti-
mately onto the jobs at the top of the
entertainment software industry. In
comparison to the totally casual
atmosphere of the development
team, where heavy matal t-shirts,
jeans and trainers are not an uncom-
mon sight, most companies require
more business-like presentation from
its PR and marketing team.

and other support sarvices that will help you assess
you chances.

A screen from Timekeopers, a game that
proves you can make money with Amiga

Do —- your home work. Take your game
knowledge seriously, as all companies
will want you to demonstrate enthusi-
asm, understanding and originality of
ideas.

Don't - be discouraged by the industry’s
boyish image if you're female. There are
hundreds of women already employed
by game companies

Dan't — repeatedly phone companies
unless it's the last resort. Most publish-
ers and developers are still too small
to have a personnel manager, so
you're likely to start irritating the wrong
person. Most companies prefer written
applications

Do - make the most of any applicable
experience you may have. Work experi-
ence, submitted programs or articles,
and skills developed in other lines of
work can all make a difference.

Don't — imagine the fact you're a game
playing ace means a lot. Unless you
want to be a playtester, that is.

Do - remember that many jobs in the
computer industry require good commu-
nication skills. In such -
cases, anoraks need ;
nat apply.

Don't - take the
industry too lightly.
These people are seri-
ous about making
games, and they'll
axpect you to present
yourself in a similar
manmner.

_

Do - make speculative approaches.
The general public won't see many
of the adverts in the trade press, s0
make sure you keep your ear to the
ground
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(hoose your fantastid

When you subscribe to Amiga Computi

K240

Save over £29.99

Gremlin's outer space

strategy game gives

you control over a whole
galaxy of mining planets,
where you can create
and destroy worlds at

the touch of a button.

~ UFO
Only £3

Save ove
£30

Microprose’
huge strateg
game, UFO, puts yo
in the hot seat as th
world comes under attack by an alien invasia
@ Add £3 to the price of subscription.

Heimdall 1 €g;{33

Save over £34.99 The follow-up g
the classic Viking)

adventure from!
Core Design takes)
you again intol
Nordic landscape:
in this arcade
adventure and can
be yours, abso-
lutely free, when
you subscribe.

Amiga Next Steps &
A1200 Insider
Guide books

Save over £29

A special two-book pack-
age including the essential
Next Steps guide for all
users who have mastered

tive guide to Workbench
and AmigaDOS on the
A1200, packed with expert
tutorials.

Two extra issues
PLUS a smart
Amiga Computing
magazine binder!

Save £15.93
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REE gift now!

Subscribing to Amiga Computing is the only way to ensure

FREE delivery straight to your door
PROTECTION against future price increases
GUARANTEED delivery every month
INVALUABLE Amiga Guide each month
FREE (ift or special offer

SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE
for card orders
Tel: 0151-357 1275 Fax: 0151-357 2813

» Easy Way To Pay

Subscribing is made even easier by continuous quarterly direct debit. Not only
can you forget about your subscription ever lapsing and the thought of missing
an issue, but you can spread your payments to avoid paying out a lump sum

%,é__

@ | would like the following yearly subscription: | | @!wishto pay by: .
New Renewal [] Cheque/Eurocheque/Postal Order payable to IDG Media
[] o8 []9%87 UK £44.90 [] Credit Card (VisaiAccess BarciaycardMastercarnt EurocardConnect)  EXpiry DateE;’ ]
: O s [J%89 EU £69.99 | i AT =
0 w0 [J0o6  Word £84.99 cadvo [ [ [ T {[T]T] iy [ S R
2, - U O = @ Tick which free giftspecial offer you want (not avallabe to worid subscribers)

0576 [1 Two free issues and a magazine binder

@ | would like a UK quarterly direct debit ongoing
O

Quarterly Direct Debit Instruction

AUTHORITY TO YOUR BANK/BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY DIRECT DEBITS

Your account no, | I il g
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WHILE-U

Attention Dealers

REPAIR

U-WAIT
COMPUTERS

NEW LOW FIXED PRICE

’Promiu - ‘ &

~N1 gy
'I'hat'sa.---'

All hard drives are pre-formatted, partitioned with workbench loaded, and include
2.5" IDE cable + software

2.5" IDE Cable + Software £9.95

Ring/Fax Now for best trade prices and terms ASOU; A500+ & A1200
on Repairs, Spares, Floppy Drives, Hard Drives, A600
CD Rom Drives and Memory Upgrades.
= FAST TURN AROUND.
~ 90 DAYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS.
- SE3DINA RS Wtk o wur 639¢95 “’s’5
- COURIER CHARGES £6.00 + VAT EACH WAY
- A1500/A2000/A3000/A4000 £QUOTATION
2.5" HARD DRIVES /w‘ 3.5” HARD DRIVES
FOR A600/A1200 e
o OIS Ay ) sl 0 R SRS R T call fm
e S, L 1D R RO IR, ....£249 95

323t
Prices

| Upgrade to 2 Meg |

A600

MEMORY UPGRADES

Upgrade to 1 Meg |
with clock

INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES

...... £99.95

ABGDO/ATR00........oonneud £34.95

B4 Denize

B373 Super Denise
5710 Gary

8580 1A ASDOASD04

£49.00 £109.00
| 33MHz PR + Crystal.......

H
3
+
E _
g
;
L
UARANTEED

SAME DAY DESPATCH

E165.00

(SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY)

Kickstart ROWA W13,
Kickstart ROM V204 ..

aMiTa

INCLUDING SQUIRREL

CD ROM DRIVE
QUAD SPEED

524," 5 * Al chips are available en-stock

ASIASD04 Keyooard
4570 Keyboard Chip
GB000 Processor

AS000 Power Supoply

CHIPS < SPARES <» ACCESSORIES

1 Meg Fatter Agnus..............
1 Meg Fatter Agnus..............

B304 Paula ASOOAS04

Kicketart ROM VRS ...

Pewer Supply for ASDO/ASONATS00 . £30.00

£19.00 8520 CIA ASONAIZ00 o B4

£94.00 8374 Alce A1900 : ; £30.00
£000 8344 Paula ASO0MA TR0 -..E1650
E1B00  Vides DAl ATR00 S 1 ||
ET50  ASOOMATRN0 Keyvboard . L6010

£1500 Lisa ATR00 £35.00
£1200  Gayle ADMATZOD ....... £25.00
£1500  Budgie A1800 ; i £:30.00
E99.00  Mouse (990dm) RPN 1L |
E20.00 SCART Lead e £15.00
ESO0D  Mouse Mat Tl £4.000
£00.00 10 bowed branded disis + lbels £4.00
EA00  Printer Cabée ......_.. : EAM
100 Diske Bow £7.00
£4000  Scuirel SC5I Interface £59.00

SCSI INTERFACE
Piease call for any chip or spare not listed here
<7
NOW A1200 without Hard Drive ..........£299.95  A1200 with STOMD......coiinnnnns £549.95
AVAILABLE A1200 with 340Mb......................£449.95  * Call for more good deals
-i’v-ﬂwﬁwb-

ANALOG  Analogic Computers (UK) Ltd  Open Mon-Fri 9.00am - 6.30pm, Sat 9.00am - 5.00pm

ANALOGIC Unit 6, Ashway Centre, Eim Crescent
“LOGIC Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6HH

% All prices include VAT & All prices subject to change without notice. Fixed charge for repan does not include disk drive/keyboand
* We reserve the right to refuse any repair % PAP charges £3.50 by Royal Mail or £6.00 + VAT for courier # Please allow 5 working days for cheque clearance /I

Tel: 0181 546 9575

Fax: 0181 541 4671

[ WET]
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Reviewed:

learn to approach a runway without losing a
wing or severely injuring all your passengers

foul language, ample-chested women, and as
much alcohol as you can possibly guzzle down

Arcane finally decide to release a challenger for the likes
of Overdrive and Roadkill. Who will reign as champion?

Another football game on the market willing to tackle
Player Manager 2 and even Championship Manager 2!

7 01 apInb |enuassa INOA

Iwo cheap strategy gomes on offer this month, AR
courtesy of CDS and Guildhall Leisure o —

"ﬁ;_::i T
Previews

A strangely titled game full of mystical excitement
with a blend of mythical magic... or something

kellion Software’s latest racer goes into the garage for a
lull service. Is it a faulty alternator or the battery? Take a

look under the System bonnet 4 O i
e, papre

small, low powered, dinky cars make their way z e o
onfo the Amiga, thanks to OTM. Oh yes, thanks alof | <~ o,




SYSTEM

news

By Tina Hackett

Star Crusader update

T

launched towards its target.

Control is via the keyboard and the interface is
fully configurable which wil maoke gameplay
easy to execute, Thare will also be an extensive

Ih‘.——._
iy R

—

he release of Gametek's space flight
simulator, Star Crusader, is imminent.
Graphics are looking pretty smooth
and it has fully texture mapped ships
and ‘state-of-the-art’ 3D technology.
From the playable demo we’'ve just looked at,
there wil be some stunning different views to
choose from including external shots to a torpe-
do camera which lets you tail your torpedo as it is

i __-.rl-lllll-lll

Different views will make it graphically appealing

mission replay system which will allow you fd
rewind the action as well.

Star Crusader will be available for both the
Amiga and CD32 in October priced at £29.99.

Will Star Crusader rival games like Elite?

i d
e dede b ke | I",

Pinball Mania continues
series of 21st Cenluries

high-guality pinball sims

< Manic Pinball

21st Century are pledging their
support to the new Amiga
machine by releasing their latest
title, Pinball Mania, for the A1200
and A4000T. Developed by the
Spidersoft development team, it
will contain four new tables, each
with a new theme. Tarantula, as
you'd expect, contains all sorfs of
homid things like locusts and pok
sons. Jallbreak has an unforgiving
judge who likes to dish out life sen-
tences, Kick-Off aims to create all
the atmosphere of a football
match, and lastly there wil be
Casino, a miniature version of the
reqal thing.

The table size will be increased,
multi-ball odded, and four flippers
on every table wil provide exira
challenge. A UK release date of 25
October has been set

the

All the tables will have
different themes and
top notch graphics

Stone-age
computers

We had a conversation in the
office about the many ditfer-
ent computers there have
been over the years, the ones
that have just faded away, a
mere recollection in the
minds of gamers. So with this
in mind, System hope to put
together a feature along
these lines. However, there is
just one problem - we can't
actually find any of this old
hardware. So any readers out
there who can remember
these old machines, please
send in your thoughts on the
machines and even the
games you could play on
them. Even better - if you sfill
have them, why not send in o
photograph too.




Where are they now?...

,'u Tycoon - unfortunately,
infriguing locking business
just isn’t coming out on the

Amiga. The game would only

ork on certain machines and
roProse believed it wouldn't
worth  bringing out.

Remember some of our previews from dim and distant months, and now
wondering what ever happened fo certain games? We didn’t lie - they
just didn’t come out. Sorry.

The Adrenalin(e) Factor -
Mirage's rather good looking
cyberpunk blast-"em-up also
now locks unlikely to come out
on the CD32. The saome goes for
their Rise of the Robots 2 release.

Big Red Adventure - rumour has
it that Core Design’s birilliant
looking Russian adventure s
unlikely to see the light of day
on the Amiga. A great shame
as this looked rather good.

LIE

Dstibution deals with maga-
ones were considered but
pthing as yet.

ssies Galore - | don't think it is

gny great loss fo the gaomes
comrmunity that this won't see
e light of day. A rather cheesy
poking platformer to say the

Oink, Oink

Sounding like a blatantly sexist fitle, 'Karate
Babes’ Is going to do litlle for the image of
games for both sexes. It comes complete with
gtrocious storyline which is a shame because the
st Amiga game to use full-screen, 256 colour,
Full Motion Video graphics. and the developers,
eative Edge Software, claim: "The graphics on
ihis will make you feel like you are watching TV
on your Amigal”

The game uses the talents of people trained in
martial arts who have been digitised. As the
character moves, so do the backgrounds and
they update accordingly. The game is divided
nto two parts - one is the fighting section, the
ther is an interactive movie which develops
according to the choices you make.

Karate Babes also makes the plot an impor-
lant part of the game (joy) and goes along the
ines of: A new competitor called ‘Karate Babe’
wins the worldwide martial arts tournament, tak-
ng the title off the two-time winner. As a result,
he defeated competitor loses his corporate
sponsor. his girlfriend, and a role in a movie. He
tlaims the victory was a fluke and demands a
lematch. She refuses, and as a last attempt to
lorce a rematch, he kidnaps Karate Babe's sister.
Karate Babe must find her sister and defend her-
self against the kidnappers.
~ Creative Edge Software have some other
iitles on the way and among these is Bikini
Karate Babes which contains digitised women in
bikinis fighting. Nothing like these frustrated
programmers, eh?

)
]

Don't be dishearfened by this, as there are still relecses in the
pipeline and we'll be attending next month’s European Computer
Trade Show to bring you bang up to date with all that's happening
a5t on the Amiga games scene.

Ready for take off!

The eagerly awaited Flight of the Amazon Queen
from Time Warner is finally here. Set in 1949 it s a
parody of all the popular *40°s adevnture serials.

The plot follows the exploits of Joe King, a pilot
whose mission is to stop the ewil Dr Frank Einstein,
rescue the Amazons and win over the beautiful
princess. (Aah).

The release date has been set for the 25th
September and we’ll be brnging you a full review
next issue.

The one
and only

Things started to look pretty
bleak for Amiga maga-
zines when Emap’'s Amiga
games title was put ‘on
hold." However, only a

month later, publishers
Maverick must have
decided Emap had made
a hasty decision and have
relaunched The One, which
is a positive confidence
boost to the market.
They've decided to keep
the moaogaozine's unique
style.
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Inherit the earth

Life’s unfair ot times, There is a
briliant locking adventure
game which you can find on
Aminet called Erben der Erde,
As you can see, it is German
and this Is the problem. s in
the hands of Amearcan com-
pany New Word Computing
and as yet it 5 undecided
whether or not there will be
an English version. We cert-
ainly hope so because the
game’'s definitely not the
same when we have to make
do with transiations from our
Deputy Editor.

There is an AGA and ECS
vearsion planned, and it all
looks raother unusual. Rather
than your usual adventure
stuff, you control a team of
animals and graphically it
looks stunning., with some
incredibly smmooth scrolling,

So keep vyour fingers
crossed for this one,
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As you can see it is in German. Looks good though.

~ SYSTEM

Top slots

We recommend the best
games from the past few months

Player Manager 2 - if you enjoyed On the
Ball's graphics and Championship
Manager's depth and gameplay, this is
undoubtedly the definitive management
sim. If you want a serious statistical foot-
ball game with plenty of thrills, then
Player Manager 2 comes top of the list.

Gloom - the graphics are the best yet for
games of this genre. Gloom Is complet-
ely packed with smooth graphics, a
huge challenge and, most of all, action
and exciterment, t's certainly the best

attermpt yet, although with similar efforts
only weeks away from completion, only
time will tell which one will rise above the
rest

Colonization - Colonization Is a very in-
depth strategy game and does take a
while to get info. Once there, though, it's
a thoroughly absorbing title that has
been Inteligently written. There Is more
action than you might think for a turn-
based game and it continually engoges
the player in planning their next move. For
the more cerebral gamesplayer, this
comes highly recommended

Sensible Golf -it's certainly a fantastic Iit-
tle arcade game with many months of
entertainment. If you can manage 1o stay
calm durng the frustrating pars, you'll
find it very enjoyable - especially with four
players

Timekeapers - there’s no doubt that this is
Vulcan’'s best release so far, with an
engaging game system that is easy to use
and rewarding when your plans are suc-
cessful and your froops drop through the
exit one by one. At £12.99, Timekeepers
offers good value for money and packs a
healthy amount of playability.

IEHEEPGRS
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Emulators Unlimited containg Software emu-
lation toods for the Amiga & PC. Spread over
tha twao platlorms ane emulators for: Apple,
BRC, Commodore &4, Commodone VIC20,
Amstrad CPC, Apple Mac, Gameboy. Atari
ST, MSX, Apple200, Atarl B0O, Atari1040ste,
Sinclair OL, Unix and more. Also fealures
hundreds of games, tools and demaos for usa
with most of the emulalors

ATORS UNLIMITED NEWI11!

(CD117) E18.89

Ratro gaming al it's best. Over 3000 all-lime
classic spectrum games on one CO-ROM
Emulalors included for the Amiga, Mag, Alar
5T & PC (dos & Windows), Games include
Manic Minar, Skool daze, Monly mols,
Starrek, Thrust, Jet Set Willy, The Hobba
Strip Poker, Danger Mouse, The Sentinel,
Micro Olympics, Under Wurlde, Undium, Alic
Atac, River raid, Barbarian, Hunchback and
000 clihver classic spectrum games incleding mull-lad gameas.
part deux also contains hundreds of docu-
gontainimg instructions for mos! ganmes

f as hundreds of speccy gams cheals

g for all platforms but requires the usa of

d 1o play the games

E0CY SENSATION 2 OUT NOWII! (c0119) Spocial £17.95
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\DULT SENSATION 2

Adult Sensation 2 fealures a whola new
batch of axciting new Adull material including

Thousands of
graphic images, ; ?I
!! I

hundreds of
MNEWI!

Adull'sexy Sound
g5 in WAV IFF & VOC, Adult stones,

gl skatches, Hundreds of Adull jokas,

pe of either weird sick or adult animations

& ANIM, Adull sensation 2 also contains

il 8 dozen original adull music modules

lasture saxy samples. Mot one for the faim
d.. IN STOCK NOW (OVER 18)

T SENSATION 2 The new batch (coiis) cioss

Waorld of Clipart is a double CD-
ROM contaming anround 40,000
mona and colour cliparl mages
contained n over 100
catagories in IFF, GIF, PCX,
CODR, EPS, TIF, & BMP. Tools
for conwarting images 1o andoth-
er formai are included lor bolth
the PG & Amiga. Subjects
Animals, Anatom'y Babies, Man, Woman, Trees,
8, Insects, Xmas, Religeous, Planes, Vehicles, Ships,
Zodiac signs, Eye calchers, Humour, Cats, Dogs,
piers, Technology, Sealde, Space, Symbaols, Royalty,
, Plants, Mature, Ads, Tools, Astrology, Hands
Business, Office, Workers, Cartoon, Lien King
or, Food, Gardening, Holidays, Houses & Bauildings, ®
pplars, Childran, Bannéds, Madisval, Mlmﬂ.r‘f'. Maonsters,
Sports (football, golf, Aerobics, Olympics, eic),
part, Trains, War and mara

JRLD OF CLIPART Plug POUBLE CO {CDTT) £17.98
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Thunderbinds, Robocop, Sea Quest DSY, Bladerunner, Aliens,
Tarror hawks, 2001, Blake?, Battlestar Galactica, Tron, Total
Recal, 2010, Space 1999 ¢lc, SCI-F| Sensation also includes
hundreds of miscallanous 30 space orafl objects, Hundreds o
miscellanous SCI-Fl images, sound fx, SCI-FI music and more,

ﬁ_}

SCI-FI SENSATION

X SCI-F1 Sensation s an exciling
new CO-A0OM comtaining over
1GIG of SCI-Fl images, animss-
tians, 30 objects, Sound FX,
Docurmants, Thermetunes, Scripts
& SCI-Fl games. Subjects included
are: Babylons, Startrek (The origi-
nal, THG, Deap Space 3 and
Voyager), Batman, Dr Wha,

E

DOUBLE CD

(CD118) £19.99

| Floppy drive required, Keyboard recommended

Arcade Classscs is an ongnal
collection of ALL your old
arcade tavouries, Including
Amiga & PC veriations ol :
PACMAN, SPACE INVADERS,
ASTERICDS, MISSILE COM-
MAND, PEMGO, FROGGER,
LOAD RUNNER, GALAXIANS,
DONKEY KONG, NUMEROUS
TETRIS GAMES, BATTLEZONE, TEMPEST, COMBAT,
TROM, SPACE WARZ, THRUST, Q-BERT, HUNCHBACK,
MOON PATROL, TRAIL BLAZER, BREAKOUT, CENTRE-
PEDE, CYCLES, BEZERK, SNAKE, SCRAMBLE, PING
PONG, BREAKOUT, NUMEROUS Ced4 CONVERSIONS, A
COLLECTION OF JEFF MINTER GAMES AND HUNDREDS
MORE. Owear 8B00mb of unforgetiable retro-gaming.

This CD will keep you busy for months!l

ARCADE CLASSICS -

. proresstrs (9 s #0m Clocks, Computars, Earth, Food,
Toys, Treas, Musical instruments, Phones, Sports, Vehickes, elc
Pilus hundreds of texiune libes

GRAPHICS SENSATION

Graphics Sensation |s a collection
of the best graphics lools, 24bit
images, animations and Imagine &
Lightwave objects. 3D objects cat-
egories include: Space (Starinek,
Babylons, robots etc) Animals,
HAyiation, Homa (Bathroom

Kitchen, fumniture etc), Botany,

(CD02) E19.99

Aircrafl, Landscapes, texdures eic.) aswaell as a huge 16 colour
backdrop set of pictures, aswell as Thousands of keons, and
Dozens of Screan Blankers and Desktop tools. For the Amiga
there & & massive collection of Magic Workbanch extras, includ-
ing lcons, backdrops, & dock icons,

PRO. BACKDROPS & ICONS 2 coi11) o

The Protessional
Backdrops & lcons
coflection Volumea 2
is a suparb sat o
high guality Daskiop
backdrops (256
colous piciure sub-
jects include: Girls,
Space, Classic cars,

Compugraphic fonts & Adobe fonts, Graphics convenars, Music tutorials,
Baginners guide, 30 stereogram generators, Hundreds of Sound FX and
samples, Virus Kiflers, Hard disk installer & toods, Various Handware pro

LECTION

Contains our most popular loppy based solt-
ware litles on one giant CO-ROB. Now you
can purchasa tha anline Epic collection in ona
go. This compilation contains hundrads ol
mogabytes of Amiga software. subjects
include: Professional mona clipart, colour cli-
part, numenous 30 objects for Imagine & Lightwave, Cobour, Bitmag,

jocts, A number of classic demo’s, Hundreds of games including Shool’ em
ups, Mind leasers, Puzzle, card, arcade and board games. The lalest
Assassina games & the lalest LSD utilities are also included, Dozens of
Emulators ane included, The Epic collection CD-ROM is updated bi-manth-
by, and user updates are avallable to registered usars for as just £9.99, this
means you can have the very lalest range of software regularly without
having to keap purchasing new CO-ROMs. You simply retumn your Epic col-
lection CO-ROM, we' Il updale it and send i straight back to you. I's as
aasy as that, *Supplied with printed indax booklat

THE EPIC COLLECTION GOLD

NEW!!! coi00

NEW!!

9,99

{HF SENSATION HEW"

Tha pr:r'm:r CD for presantation, and Dasklop publighing work.

Ower 7,000 top quality colour images
Subjects imclude: cals, aviation, animals,
people, hi-lech, space, cars, rains, tex-

ures, nature, sporis, pinups, boats, Now-
ars, plants, seasons, binds, technology.

raytraced, carloons, lantasy, ar, repliles
and dozens more subjects

DOUBLE CD (CD128) {

| Essential utilities is a collection of the most uselul

| iools available. Calegonies include: graphics con-
i varters, text, music 1ooks, Printer dfivers, Virus
killers, memory utiities, Emulators, Business appli-
cations including Wordprocessing, database
spreadsheots, dary systems aic. Also features over
s 3000 high quality adoba & truslype lonts

TIAL UTILITIES Volume One ico

74} £9.99

mg multimedia effects, including hundrads. of
graphics, sounds, maps, & charts. Evary word in every slory is
hot-finked to all ofher staries with the same word. Jusi click & go
Another superb multi-media encyclopadia

TIME TABLE OF HISTORY

This Gngmal tima tlable
includes ovar 6,000 sto-
ries coviring key events
in business, politics and
mudia from the Trojan
horse o Desart Slorm
Siones are linked o excil

(COM2e) £14.99

A superb CD-ROM for all STARTAREK fans
ponlains Hundreds of graphic images in IFF
& GIF from tha very lirst
sanes oo the very latest
misenes. Dorens of IFF
and WAV sound samplas
arg also included aswell as
both the Maxt Generation &
original Startrek Thama
tunas. Also includes dorens of Stanrek animations in both
Amiga anim & FLI, a number of Starirek games for the
Amiga & PC are also included UPDATED VERSION

STARTREK MULTIMEDIA GOLD  coms

Fealures hundreds of all-tima classic CB4 games,
Crer 10,000 commodore 64 Meganamus,. over
30mb of classic 064 game lunes and loads more

C64 SENSATION “Blast from the Past”

The Grolier elecironic Mullimedia ancyclopadia
contains thousands of pages of nformaton on
every subject, with Thousands of greal colour
photographs and lllustrations and hundreds ol
sound clips from the BBC this CO-ROM is san
essenlial purchase for all CD-ROM usars
Suitable on any Amiga l:l:n'lill;.JrEltII:ln

GFIULIEH ENCYCLOPEDIA Version 2. (cpag

CD120y £19.99

Cowvers UFOS, Alens & coverups,
The JFK conspiacy, poice, Alema-
i rrclicanes |, tancd, palm reading,

(, Peganism & mom
0 MYSTERIES

AMINET 7

Arminel 7 (November "95)
contains around 200mb of
new dala. catagories include:
Thousands of lools, games,
demo’s, music modules, sofl-
ware palches. AGA soffware,
features an easy to use fronl
end and search lacility

(CO1

contans

take you

24) £14.99

ADULT SENSATION

B Adult Sensation Volume One

guality cokour pholo
glamour girks. This CD will

through. Only suitable for
humans ower the age of 18
and under the age of 65.

The Prolessional Deskdop

Video CD-ROM contains

hundreds of lop quality ant-

glias fonts (colour & mana)

|_1rig1l1:'|| backdrop lextures,

symbols, 30 objects, desk-
- top utilibes, clipan, and

more

DESKTOP VIDEO CD (CDER) £14.08

aver 4,000 high
raphs of

months 10 ponded

{CDO1) £19.99

(CO136) £21.99

This codour library contains

thousands of lop quality

colour clipan images for use

in &ny paint or Deskiop pub-

= I|.,J1||1g package, Dozens of
| popular subjects ncludad

"“ Imc: Transpor, Animals
A e | People, Technology, atc

COLOUR LIBRARY (coisn) esas

Lucky Dip wvolume one con-
tains hundreds of games
demos, clipart, fonts, musc
lools, graphics ulilities
Animations, Sound FX,
Samples, and koads more

Af just £4.20 /' s a bargaini!
*FREE with any ardar cvar E28.00

*LUCKY DIP Volume 1

CD49x) E£E4.99

ILLUSIONS 3D

Creale your own lascnating
30 stereogram mages. con-
tains numerous loods as well
as hundreds of pre-rendanad

tures and hundreds more
or you to render your sell
Vary aasy o usa

B includes over 3000 high

- quality colour images and
over 3700 official documants
covering every Shullle més-
sion, Delve into the history
and exciterment of The
Space Shutle encyclopedia,

THE SPACE SHUTTLE (CD138) £18.99

E MAIL epic @ apma.cemonuoo.uk

I:_-"FH'.'DI

UK Mail Order

"Enquirv line.

Fax Orderline o1 7223 S1418 7

Erar m e il

m HL‘LEE# EPIC. mmmﬁmd.

(AUSTRALLA)
ﬂymhﬁnkshahmhleuvzaabrﬂymm1m~pmme
» any of e above CD ROM tes flom our Sychey based -
. Send your onders OF enNquines
mmmm*
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doors, especially the ones that lead to crystals
udiogenic are not especially known for
their contributions to the platform
genre, being more sportslike - espe-
ciglly with releagses llke Graham
Gooch's Cricket and Wembley
International Soccer, and soon to be Imran Kahn's
Cricket dll appearing, not to mention a number of
other successful games,

Audiogenic are certainly not letting themselves
side down that pit where other companies have
recently been disappearing to - although, one of
their latest products, Bubble and Squeak 2, Is on
hold.

However, one fitle is certain to go aohead, and it
goes by the name of Odyssey - a platform game
which has quletly possassed many morphing
capabilities. It's a side-on platform game which
could deliver a different perspective to the already
mountains of usual platformers out there. Let's see.

The idea behind Odyssey Is to ¢collect varlous
crystals from several different slands to complete
the game. On the way through, you'll encounter a
number of creatures frying to prevent you from
doing so. With a large number of perplexing puz-
Zies that must be solved to access other areaqs.
Odyssey is looking a lot like a puzzling platformer -
like Delphine Software’s Flashback,

During your quest you will encounter a number
of various monsters such as vultures, and an army
of small people armed with huge swords which you
must overcome to collect the crystals ‘and pro-
ceead further. You must fight them while losing as lit-
tle energy as possible, although what makes
Odyssey good to play is the fact that when you do

They tljr on the left will come in very useful for opening

lose a serious amount of energy, you don't have fa
tundle around over-cautiously. Instead, standing!
still for o good 10 seconds will get your breath back’
- replenishing your energy and helping you ge
past the tricky parts.

One of the hardest parts of Odyssay is negotia
ing the bigger rocks. You can take a swipe af them

Morphing mania

When you acquire the morphing power, it s
possible to morph into @ number of cbjects,
For instance, you can morph into a rock to
smash smaller rocks by faling from a great
height and then rolling through tiny gaps. This
is essential for reaching the keys which will
open the doors to the crystals.

You can alsc morph inte a bird and fiy high
above the lower platforms which you would-
n't be able to reach if you were using the hero
without the special morphing powers. The last
morph Is a grasshopper, which obviously
allows you to jump great distances to reach
hidden platforms you normally wouldn't have
seen,

The morphing characteristic adds a lot to
the originality of Odyssey, making it something
different from the bog-standard type of plat-
form game arcund today. The idea of using
different characters to solve different puzzies
adds a lot to the depth and challenge
tremendously.

Pressing the buttons activates various

Although, obviously, you can’t hear them,

The small rock people will do their best to
traps and doors which must be negotiated prevent you from collecting the crystal the sound effects are very realistic indeed




The tunnel leads to the outside bit where
you will encounter even more monsters

with your sword which will set them rolling, but you
have to be careful because you may end up
opped behind it or it may block your path. These
puzzles will no doubt have even the
most experienced games player tearing their hair
out,

What people may fall to realise, which I'd bet-
Hier explain, is the fact that Odyssey isn‘t just a
gome completed by running from left to right.
Hiling monsters and picking up the crystals at the
lend. You have to negotiate all the puzzles which,
pelieve me, are quite taxing. They involve moving
focks onto various buttons, directing shooting
amows Towards pressure zones, and even morph-

NP R s

ing into different, smaller creatures to squeeze
through tiny gaps which are only accessible to the
smallest of insects.

There are several large Islands to battie through,
accompanied by truly fantastic backdrops. At the
beginning. when you select an island, a human
hand appears as a pointer - using very impressive
method animation with the dark black shadow,
which makes it smoother than a baby's bottom.
The morphing sequences are also animated in this
way - proving what a graphical feast it will be
when it finally hits the shops.

.'l"
. wapes f:ﬂmuit'l

rﬂ,.

perplexing
puzzles

B

Owerall. Odyssey is looking
very complete, especially
graphically and gameplay
wise. The game is diready
running very smoothly, with
no noticeable glitches
standing in its way.

When it's finally rel-
eased | can amost cer-
tainly see it being a huge
success. Audiogenic may
have latched themselves
on fo a winner. Keep an
eye out for a full review

Very soon.
e—— e
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nother football game arives as we
watch another season get under way.,
The winter months are fast coming
upon us and could be the perfect time
to sit out the first rounds of the Aufo
Windscreen Shield and head for managing success
on the Amiga.

This time, a relatively large company who are
renowned for distibuting PC and Amiga peripher-
als are invited to try their hand at the Amiga games
scene. Leisuresoft UK intend to make a big impact
on the gaming front, and a football game could be
just what it fakes.

Foothall games are undoubtedly the Amiga’s

A

Leisuresoft UK strong point, and have brought in more cash than
i any other genre. All the al-time greats have
h Boms Computing appeared on the Amiga and incidentally, most of
) them never made successful conversions onto the
| PC or any console. Sensible Soccer, Kick Off, Player
§ £19.99 Manager Goal and Man Utd - Premier Champions
+ w are just a selection who owe their huge success to
| 2 the Amiga.
I _:BEEE_ Club and Country Is one of the few football man-
i agement games that offers jobs on club and inter-
Yes national level. Sensible Software had aspirations to
i the idea but it was never given the time of day.
All Amigas After 10 seasons of non-stop promotions, relega-

tions and cup exits. the last thing you want to do is
retire. Club and Country gives you the optfion to
manage the national team when your success
becomes too much for the rest of the pack.

At the beginning of Club and Country, you are
given a list of clubs to take on in division three. They
all offer competitive sclaries and a reguired league
placing needs to be achieved for the forthcoming
season. This leaves you with a defined target to

HHli 1]

#

J .':rf e,

achieve - failure to do so means sacking will ba
imminent.

Club and Country has an easy-fo-use Icon sy
temn which allows you to view all the statistics within
seconds without having fo plough through hun=
dreds of menus. The icons are located on the nght
side of the screen, with the information displayed
on the left, and your curent status is displayed at

i

i Ei
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Pressing the mouse during the game
will bring up & screen wheraby you |
can change your team line-up 1'

The match sequences don't reflect the depth
of the game. Also, the player's performance is
displayed confusingly over the player's name

The squad select screen displays
the player's ages, position and shirt
number. Where are their stats?

-“J



Cartoon to cleavage

All the usual options are included - transfers, sta-
diurn development, physiotherapy and tactical
editors. The game Is shown in cartoon form,
which is a real shame as the amount of options
and realism within the actual management Is
spoilt and lost through the showing of these car-
toon pictures. Showing a heavily cleavaged
nurse as a physio, especially sporting a rather
plastic uniform, is a bit out of hand as today's
‘game is no longer purely a man’s.

the foot of the screen as a picture. You begin with a
small house, small car, and a generally unappealing
gppearance. As you progress through the divisions
picking up trophies and promotions, more money
will come in, thus enabling you to afford a befter
ffe. So the actual objective of the game isn't to be
the best team in the world in a completely fictional
way, but to earn enocugh money fo live on and with
luck. progressing and enjoying the higher life of foot-
ball management.

The actual match sequences are immensely
lacking in quality - there is no animated, graphical
oction, just a short and brief description on injuries
and bookings, so you can't acquire a true estima-
fion of your team’s ability. You can make substitu-
fions and swap players around during the match,
but you can't alter the way your feam plays.

Although these comments seem harsh in some
respects, they are purely cosmetic and could have
been tidied up. The depth and realism is present but
gmply overshadowed by the cartoon pictures.
Another problem is the research. At first glance it
looks like all the players” data is present and comect
bacause Dennis Bergkamp is in Arsenal’s line-up.
However it sesems the rest of the squads haven't
been touched. There's no sign of an editor either, so
it looks like you're stuck with them - unfortunately.
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¢ Club and
Country is one
of the few
footbdall
management
games that

The finance screen gives you an idea of
your weekly income and expenditure

offers jobs on
club and

infernational
basis 9

The sexist pictures come into effect again.
The male builder is the one whe does the

work, and the female is the ticket girl

Final word

Compared to the likes of Player
Manager 2 and On The Ball. Club and
Country doesn’t even get a look in.
The football game industry Is becom-
ing increasingly popular once again
and it's certainly not going to be an
easy task for anyone to befter the
management games that are
dominating today’'s market. It isn't a

bad effort, but one which will linger
around the bottom of the league, star-
ing relegation in the face for a few
seasons. It all bolls down to lack of pre-
sentation. If you already have Player
Manager 2 and On The Ball, Club and
Country wouldn't be a bad purchase.
If you're that football mad, you'll prob-
ably buy it anyway!
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Approach Trainer

... cleared to land

bt F e e A e L R (PR =i — =

light sims usually fall into two main cate-

gories. Thera's elther the action-pocked

dogfight types such as Reach for the

Skies and F19 Stealth Fighter, where you

take to the skies and aim to cbliterate
the enemy, or there's the other the serious kind
that accurately recreate the modem-day flying
experence.

Those in this category (of which there are few -
the only ones that spring to mind are A320 Airbus
and Profight) are the ones that can seem wvery
bland fo the uninitiated, but for those who take the
trouble to read the hefty manuals and study the
fight charts, they are rewarded with a very reqlisfic
simulation of the real thing.

Anyway, faling info this lafter category s
Thalion's latest offering. Approach Trainer, the next
one along in the Airbus A320 series. Made by the
same Rainer Bopf which created ifs predecessors,
Approach Trainer aims fo simulate the approach
and landing of a plane. Described as a simulation
of a smulator, it allows the player to practice the
procedures needed fo land a plane at one of
Europe’s 58 most important ainports.

The first thing you need fo know is that although
it is @ supplement to Airbus A320, you don't need
the: previous game to play it and the frainer pro-
gram does not assume that you are familiar with the
series. So if you've never played before don't worry
- you can leam from scratch (and have to read all
the manual - joy!).

Starting with the training mode you are given
electronic aids to help get through the procedures
step by step, and as you progress you can fturn off
each feature one by one. You can also choose the
airport, the weather and whether you tackle a long
or short approach. It is also possible to alternate
between day and night flights.

When more experienced, you can fry the

¢ If you want a game
you can get straight inf@
then it’s not for you ¢

Scoring Mode where the computer randomly ge
erates a situation and then records the point
achieved in a log book. And when you're feel
really confident, try testing your skills against @
opponent, taking alternative turns under the sa
condifions.

Although graphics aren’t that impressive. attel
fion to detall has been made such as iMprove
PAP! lighting. airfield detail, and improved 'Gilog
cockpit® layout, For ultra-realism, accurate |
charts have been included too.

This is one of the very few games that suppo
an analogue joystick. In case you haven't got onl
and want to use a PC joystick instead, at the bac
of the manual there are instructions on how 1§
makg your own Interface-Converter to use a PG
analogue joystick - so get your soldering iron ready

Final word

Like most flight sims it Is accompanied by @
dauntingly thick manual - so needless to say,
you want a game you can get straight into
then it's not for you, However, patience pays
dividends and If you take the time to plough
through, you’ll find a very rewarding and ve

comprehensive tfitle. The grophics are rathet
grim, but this shouldn’t bother true sim fans oo
much, )




A povesriull sat of cataloging tooks
Catalogue your Fecard, CO, Videa and disk
cobection with aasa, and search an any
aspest or field
Suitable lor use with Kickstan 2 & 3 anly

o Orily £5.00

Dazens ol aasy 1o follow mecipas.

Il yousr a budding lan Beals or Fiayd then
this gourmett sookbaok is just the thing lor
you. You'll ba & professional in na tima, @
(Be sure Yod fesl your coaking on wour in
laws fst!] Cnly £3.00

JGCB3-1. GOURMET COOKBOOK

Professianal graphics converleds, can con
viir] graphics betwaen the Amiga, PG, Mac
& Adari 5T. Supports GIF, TIF, IFF, PCX
AWM pic

Kicksiar 2 of iecammencded

Qinly ES.00

[JGFCS-2. GRAPHICS CONVERTERS

¢ Liftha Offica conaists ol & powarlul
Wardprocessing package, a spall chechoar,
A diary system, & name and address dats-
base, and a powarfull spraatshsel
Compasiola with ail Armiga's but Warkhench
2o 3 is recommanded,  Only £7.00

_DIFC?-J, LITTLE OFFICE

A six disk collection of Video blling tools,
videa wipes, fonts, Vides 1flers, Sublitie
ganamaior, Video backdrops et ..

Sustable lor use stand-alors or inconjuction
with Scala eic

Oinly £12.00

W Around 100 scalable compugraghic fonss lor

| use with Wardworth283, Pagestream
Waorkbench 243, High guality prinsout from
Spoint ugts 100p0int
Gty £7.00

[PSF7-3. COMPUGRAPHIC FONTS

1 nance locls. Like: disksalve 2, HDbackup
| HD Menu system, Virus Checker, and
dozens mom

IF your v just gof & new A1200 hard disk

|| 1haan 1o prep & mstall i cormecily you'll nead
o 1he commact software. This softwans comes
suppliad on 2 disks, The firsl preps & pasti-
lons your handdisk, the second install
Workbanch comrectly,  Only £7.00

Mow the woather is Ohkay i s lima ta put on
your sharts and dig 1ho garden. MNow the
best way to gel out of doing this & 1o usa
tha axcuss: thel you ane far to busy design-
ing ihe gardan io actual da i

Cinby £3.00

JGRN3-1. 3D GARDEN DESIGNER

L

! you ke & Bithe fusier now and (han b
den® lika loosing real monay the ths s 1o
youL The Amiga F!cnlru shap cartains lour

g great gambing games. Rouatte F|,,:I

il maching sam, Horse racing etc
Orily EE.00

al gread mono clipa e lor use in By
warson of Pagesetior, Subjecis includae
Animals, Paopla, Transpor, Hi-tech,
Compulers, Spons, sic

Oy E3.00

CIMPC3-1. MONO PAGESETTER CLIPS

”: i Mono Pagessiier cipant conteins hundneds

An essential collection of disk recovary &
saivage ool for Workbench 1.3, 24 3.
Waather a Rappy of your Harddak has con
it an arror his package wil see you
¥ alinght. Easy 1o usa

-:. Oriy E8.00

2. DISK RECOVERY TOOLS

Thare are aver 1000 Amiga wusas cumren|
ly “daing the rounds™. So calching ona isnt &
fard thing to do. This colection of Virus
Kiliers is updated reguiary, 5o you can be
sure you'd be able b datact and kil sl
ko wireses, ey £4.00

WIP4-2. VIRUS KILLERS

Gids, Girls, Girls 18 packed with full colour
TGIRLY * piclures. all AGA 256 colouns, su-
abie for the A1200 ar A4000

Oy £8,00

CIGRLE-3. GIRLS, GIRLS, GIRLS

—
| Mascoldanous colour elipan images. Around
| 100 in &l eavering: cabs. dogs, cars, inses,
planes, boats aic

Sutable lor use i any Paint or Desklap
Publishing package

& Only £8.00
[JCCP3-5. COLOUR CLIPART

m—
Word findar Plus (s the most powssful
AMiga crosswnnd solver aveslebie to dato
Can solve anagrams, crosswords gtc. con-
taing a dictianary of ower 50,000 English
witds, and you can aasily add your own,
Only £5.00

[JWFP5-2. WORD FINDER PLUS

Il you've got a tlemgremental Amiga tha Tha
Enginesars Kit is what you nesd. You ean
test your Drives, Your Hard disk, Mamory,
Keyboard, Sound chips, graphics chips
Mouse, joysicks atc

N

—

Orweer 130 top quality colour images from the
Lion King caroon Mm, Each image s siond
s ready 1o usa IFF so can be imported inio

ANY paint oo Desidop publishing packags

L = b Mage: Workbanch is a0 inavative replacs-
- |r' ;,11 mint Warkdench. Ghs you & completiay

ﬁ Ll '1 renw B ealour updated Workbaneh. A hand
e -

r..-i.'_'.|a" tisk s highly recommended, Vaross extras
misks ame avallable saparatly

Wy

.“?'

A new two disk set of Waorkbench Gidy
Bathing babes Backdrops all in 126 glonus
colows, subtablo only for Woekbanch 3

Only £3.00 inly £6.00 SR [ £ ) B oty £5.00
UENK3-1. ENGINEERS KIT [JLKAG-3. LION KING CLIPART CIMWB3-1. MAGIC WORKBENCH DWGBE-E WORKBENCH BACKDROPS

[ Play hundreds of classic Spectrum 48

(amas on your Amiga. This very easy o

usa Emulatar wil sun on avery Amiga, Tha

laster your maching the laslensmoother the

gamas run..., Gamaes include: Skoal daze,

Manic minar, Litlle comguter peapls, Manty

moka, Stafrak, The Sentinal, eic

Packl, (SPES-3) Specey em & 50 games.
Dnly £5.00

Pack2, (SPG15-T) 100 classic games
Qnly £15.00

Fackd, (SPG35-33) 400 classic games.
Onily E35.00

Fackd. (SEH4(0-1) Spacey sm, 50 gamas

and tape dock inferface. D40

USPECCY EMULATORS

Tha disk doublar ean Buratly double the
space avalable an your hardisk. Il you've
pat an BOmb drive you Il end up with over
130k IF pou've got a 320mb drive you'
and up wiih aver 1/2gig hand disk

Oy EE00

[CJEPUS-2. DISK DOUBLER

#n updated 2 disk version.... Containg
dozans al DY hanrdware kits, lia haow o it
your 41200 inio & mini lower PG case, buiid
FOUr CraT) BERMplGr, mamary expansicon,
CO32 Link lead ez, ale

Onily £4.00

Thirea Sirairek games. Inchudes: Slarinek
Ihe Arcae gama, Stratrek TNG, and (ha
Original Startrek. Decomprasses 1o SIX
ks,

Oniy £6.00

[J5TG6-3. STARTREK GAMES

F=:_ %

Thi Probessional mano chpan cobection
consisis ol 10 disks K g hundrads of
VERY high quality mo Images. Al the
moed paplar subpscts am includad lios
Xmas, Amimals, Transpor, Pacole
Eyocatchers eic.  Only £13.00

.
DGFIH 10. PRO. MONO CLIPART

Cantaing Thres suparn easy ba use Typing
lugors for the Amiga. Sultable for tha com-
pleta baginner ar anyona wha & tha
momant fypes with ane or twa fingers.

Dinly £3,00

LITYP3-1, TYPING TUTORS

Play poker with same of the most Comman
and unatracive woman in the 'World
Incluges digitised graphics and speach

Tar Chvaer 16 ondy

Orily E10.00

CIDSP10-1. DELUXE STRIP POKER

Cantrelold Squares is an ariginal Adult puz-
d Only £5.00

Tim gama featuning digfeed graphecs. At ihes
JCFS5-1. CENTREFOLD SQUARES

The Uismate Chass & Tutor, suitable for
any 2mb+ Amiga. Conmmns lons ol Inbuil
speech, and graat graphics. Sultabia for the
lsarner of sami-pro

Only £4.00

[(JJIT4-1. CHESS & TUTOR

'_'| Mows makiar is 8 smple 1o s colour
EP": | Deskiop publishing package. Impart your
| ewm praphics, '.exl ale, Compabbds wiih all
== populsr prinioe makas

- T -

Oinly £4.00

CINRL4-1. NEWS MAKER

Craate your owh lascinating 30 mage aye
Images with sase. This package inciudes
The Random Det Stersogram peneraEae
and & numbaer of ready 10 use images

iy £3.00

[JRDS3-1. MAGIC EYE KIT

pnca, don'l miss il

A huge collection ol top qualty prodessicnal-
iy firished 30 Lightwave objects, includes
Soul Hunber, Dalta lighser, Viaron space
craft, BS Siatan, 2 jumpgates, Mebulas
spaca dust and mane, Regquiras Lightwase
Cnly E7.00

8F07-4. BABYLON 5 OBJECTS

Wilh this language tulor you could leam o
speak afher SPANISH, FRENCH, GER
MAN, ITALIAN OR JAPAMESE, Easy 1o
use, and sy io understand? 777

Oinly £8.00

CILTP8-4. LANGUAGE TUTORS

Basically this s a 3 disk compilation of togls
which should really have bean on

i Warkbench, ag: Virus Kilier, Fast fext editor
8 and displayar. Manu systam, Fla i Pl et

=1 A lew Workbanch games and mans

Oy E7.00

E]SCF:" 3. STUFF COMMODORE FORGOT

Taxt Engiorn V4 is the aasiest 1o usa
Wordprocessor package available on iha
Amuga. It aven includes & compitent Spal
check legfune

Suitable lor all Amiga's

Oinly £3.00

[JTXE3-1. TEXT ENGINE

Every Amiga Emulaior includes emulaiors
for - Gameboy, Commodorn 64
Commadore VICHD, Vanous IBM emulatars
Spactrum emulators, Sinclair OL, Atad ST
alic

Only £5.00

P5-3. EVERY EMULATOR

Hundreds of Viry high quality pralessionally
finished colour chp fanis lor use in any Paint
package. Excellerd for Video work, demao
making atc

Only £5.00

[JCCF5-2. COLOUR CLIP FONTS

A raw replaseimnent 2 disk Workbanch ikai
leafures: Startrok Icons, Backdrops, and
amusing scund samgles whanrsver you do
anything wrong

Only £5.00

[JTNG5-2. NEXT GENERATION WB

Classic Board pms includes Amaga vara
licng ol Scrabbie, Monopaly, Clussdo,
Backgammon, Chass, Othedo, Tiles, Tie-
Tac-Toe, Cribbage atc

Cindy £10,00

B 100 high qualty Amiga Bimap fonks
Suitabio for usa with almost any Amiga
package, Including DPaint, Workbench, gic
Ford sizes start at Bpt upta 501

Only E7.00

-3. FANTASTIC FONTS

Gat your finances in ceder with this L s
codection of home finance scftwana, Kaep
track of your monthly cuigoings: Petrol

j Gas, Elecincily, Morigage, Fent st

Cirlly £7.00

EIFIM'.-' 3. HOME FINANCE

A cabection of Lotiesy Winnars. Help your

sall beat he Loflery wilh this supark dsk

Every woak lst your computer ganerale the

Winneng? numbers. ¥ you play the Loftery
then gal this disk

Sl Only £5.00

[:|pr5- LOTTERY WINNERS

Arcade classics V2 containg vancations of
classic games Boe: Space nvaders,
Frogger, Missile command, Asteriods, -
Beris, Omega race, Centrapede elc
Suitabie lof ary Amiga

Dinly E5.00

| Amiga Power hools includes dozens of the
most usalul & most powertull utlities aval
il able. Virus killar, text aditar, Menu malkar
| | Sound & grapghis bools, and loads more
|

Fequines Workbanch 2 or 3
Tl | Cindy £5.00

JATCS5-2. AMIGA POWER TOOLS

Owr Catalegue disk contains micemation an
aver 000 publc doman disks, GD-ROM
es, Packs, ard ordering information

Orily £1,00

AT1-1. CATALOGUE DISK.

Pasawted probact you valuable Hand drive
rilormation with this exiensie and Bagy 1o
use Password and File ancryplion tool

Only E10.00
CIPSW10-4. PASSWORD SYSTEM

Classc card games: coressts of around A
doman supat card gamas like Pokear,
Soltaire, Craps, Moniana, Pantoon
Blackjack, Klondike, Spades, Goll Aumnimy
and morg

Crily £10.00

[JCRD10-4. CLASSIC CARD GAMES

A colisction of over 100 popular and mang
unusual printar drivers. Supports the canon,
Panasonie, Star, rnge of printars aewell as
urdrads mans

Vaory aasy io use natllaton procedure
Qanly E3.,00

[JDRV3-1, PRINTER DRIVERS

If you'va just purchased your Amiga you
many be & bit bogoled how you use i proper-
Iy, Wed this five deak set take you through
the CLI'Shell, Workbanch step by sSap
shawing you every thing you nead 1o know
Oty E£5.00

| Essmntiad for Bagirmers ts & colection of

| s essemial har tha smooth uninerupled
usa of your Amiga. All e mos! asked for
lbranes and Viewers am included lios
Mare, Muchmone, PPmane, ale
Oinly £2.00

[1EFB2-1. ESSENTIAL FOR BEGINNERS

Startrek Magic Workbanch backdrops
An interesting 2 disk collaction of Magic
Workbanch Starirk 8 colour backdrops
H you love Stastrek you Il love these

Only £5.00

DETEEE STARTREK MAGIC WB

Ma” Ora-er HDH}HE EMAIL apicf epmademon.on, L

Fax Order line. O1 793 S14a415>7

The EPIC Collection o

The EPIC Collection CD ROM contains all the above titles and
hundreds more. All DMSed onto an inavative GOLD
which you can update..... (s2e our CD add for details) CD700 £59.95

CD ROM

Anmilabe tor bury Mowlll

open Moy - Saturdey 0:30em - S30pm. Cheaues & Postal oders eccapied. For UK omers plesse add 8 total of S0p. Overseas omers plesse add £1.00 per e, Wt wrlers are sent within 48 hours. AR s work o all Amiga's Uniess stated EAOE
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GRAPHICS

GAMEPLAY

OVERALL

PUBLISHER
Kompart

DEVELOPER
Arcane

PRICE

e ————

e

ompart return to grace the Amiga
screens once again. After many
months of pure speculation, Turbo Trax
has finally arrived - in Ferrari-like
fashion too.

Kompart, responsible for the abundance of
Amiga releases during these last few months, are
adding fo their already well-developed collection
a challenger for the likes of Overdrive and
Roadkill. These two weren't particularly successful
compared to the likes of the late *80's Nitro. This
was one of the few top-down racing games that
packed pure challenge and action, The idea was
to race against a series of opponents in various
cars. A whole host of tracks were included making
this one of the most pleasing and satisfying games
of all time.

During the early "90s, Supercars was infroduced
on the Atari format, later making its way across to
the Amiga. This was viewed top-down just like
Nitro, but where Nitro falled in terms of variety,
Supercars filled the spot amost too perfectly.
Featuring an option to buy more cars and
progress onto later fracks, Supercars’ success was
inevitable. What made Supercars incredibly popu-
lar was the fact it offered a different perspective.
The idea of layered tracks was welcomed with
open arms by games players everywhere.

After the recent releases of Roadkill and
Overdrive, Turbo Trax is the latest top-down racing
game. After being in the pre-production phase for
months, will it finally pass its driving test?

There are three modes of play - Arcade. Time
Trials, and Practice. The arcade mode is basically
to beat five other computer opponents to cross
the line first, picking up some cash to spend on
your car to increase its handling and power. After
you complete a race, you are given a number of
items to buy to increase your car's capabilities.
You can buy five types of engine, steering wheel,
fuel and tyres. The better the component the
more expensive [t'll be.

In the arcacde mode, the computer opponents
are especially hard and the car in pole position
always seems to be half way round the course
before you've even turned the first corner. It'll take
an enormous amount of practice to enable you to
come first, or even second. 4

To slow you down, various obstacles are placed

Driving over the bridge in the snow. It's certainly
not a wise idea to practice handbrake turns now!

Comparing cars

There have been a significant number of top
down racing games released recently, name
ely Roadkill, Overdrive and Micro Machines. I
the past we have seen the likes of Super Sprint
Nitro and Indy Heat. Oh, alright, so Indy Hea
wasn’t specifically top-down but more of
mid-slanty top view that worked surprising

emerge from Public Domain, and some of the
decent PD racers include Moose Drive anc
Road To Hell,

on the tracks - the oil is undoubtedly the wors
Having said that, it's not as frustrating as you cal
imagine. On most racing games, sliding on oil
send you careering into the crash barriers, almaos
certainly putting you out of contention for fir§
place. However on Turbo Trax, the frustration fag
tor is set just about right. If you do happen to bé
in an unavoidable position resulting in skidding
over an oil leak, the worst that can happen 58
simple 350 degree spin followed by a loss i
speed. This enables the opponents to gain a lithe
but not so much that it ruins the entire race.

¥
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Don't forget to brake for the pedestrian cross
Oh, and don't run any grannies over either!

The desert track is the perfect track for a 1
bit of fun with plenty of dunes and jumps |



¢ the car in pole position
always seems fo be half
way round the course
before you've even turned
the first corner. It'll take an
enormous amount of
practice 1o enable you to
come first, or even seconde

pther mode of play is Practice, whereby you can
felect any course, any car, and can get to know
gach course, so when you come 1o take on the
Larcade mode you'll have an idea of the corners
and where and when to brake etc, The last mode
i5 Time Trials whereby you have o complete the
lop in the fastest time which can then be saved fo
disk for future reference,

To help you in your quest for loads of cash and
ko decent reputation, there are all sorts of helping
honds. You can pick up spanners which reduce
your darmnage, money to give you something to
tenhance your car, and turbos which will give you
that extra spead - maybe enough to carry you
ocross the line in first place. There are three types

b ..-'ﬂf.:..'_ﬁ ],

. Crossing the finish line in first place is probably You can purchase components to improve your
the hardest task within Turbo Trax car and achieve a better position in the next race
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Gearbox problems

Every car | have known has had problems with
it in one way or ancther, If it's not the gearbox.
vou'll probably have left your keys inside, It's
funny the way all the problems seem to occur
just after the two month wamanty has expired.
Oh well, thankfully none of these problems
appear in Turbo Trax.

Although every car featured in Turbo Trax is
extramely high powered, you wouldn't really
expect the type of acceleration you are pre-
sented with. The gear changes are noticeable,
urlike many other racers, and the pitch of the
engine noise is also heard. Most games seem as
if they are contfrolled in first gear all the fime.
and a high pitched roaring noise becomes
extremely annoying.

However, the acceleration s lacking
immensely. If you do happen to get hammered

of car which race on their own respective cir-
cuit, For instance, yvou won't find a Formula One
tuned car racing on a dirt frack. There are quite
a few different styles of tracks, with around
saven o eight mapped out differenfly. There are
street, snow. dirt, and racing tracks which
require various types of handling because of the
conditions

Before you take on a track., you can tune
your car to suit the circuit. Obviously, if the next
frack to race is a slippery ice frack, the ideas to
spend money on handling and grip by purchas-
Ing the steering wheel and tyres. There s little
point in purchasing a high-powered engine
becouse you'll spend most of the time geoing far
too fast and spinning out of control. You have to
master the car-set-up screen before attempting
a race or you will undoubtedly come nowhere.

The car sprites for top-down racing games
are basically of a standard appearance. They
are kept very simple because they have to be
manipulated at every angle to make them
smooth and fluent, Turbo Trax's sprites are sim-
ple, yet they work very effectively. There Is no
animation on the cars themselves because that
would simply complicate the speed and defini-
tion.

The tracks and backgrounds are good, rmak-
ing It pleasurable to play as well as béing easy
on the eye. There are differant kinds of scenary
to add enough variety to keep you playing for a

Going over a turbo boost will give you The starting grid is the
that extra speed which is invaluable for best place to zoom into,
keeping up with the rest of the pack at least, second place.

off the side of the track, the possibility of getting
yourself going within seconds is very remote - as
moving up to sixth gear seems fo take a life
time.,

Although there is a variety of cars, there isn't
any actual difference between them. For
instance, you'd expect a formula one car to
have a higher speed than an off-road truck,

You are also given a damage bar. This will
inform you of how much damage your car hos
taken and how much it will take. If you happen
to exceed this amount, you'll be thrusted back
at the beginning again. You can damage your
car in a number of ways. although trying to
overfake s possibly the worst, so | suggest you
try to avold It - although not at pedestrian
crossings. That always seems to inject a lithe
exciternent,

while. There is a street track which is mappe
out with cones - these must be negotiate
along with the other five cars to complete th
track. As Turbo Trax runs guite fast, it is difficult
see which bends and corners will be coming up:
Memorising them won't work either becau
there are simply far too many of them f
attempt. When you begin the arcade mode,
random one will be picked as well

The computer opponents don't really give
you much chance of catching them, nevel
mind beating them. It will take many weeks @
practice until you are good enough to chak
lenge for first place.

Finally, the sound effects are very realisfi
with engine noises and the screeching o
brakes. These all add to the excitement aond
action - although, not that much,

Overall, Turbo Trax is a fairly good game. It
doesn't include anything special or mind-blow-
Ing. it's simply another top-down racing game
- although the main point of the game is the
fact it simply plays well and is quite enjoyable.
The variety of fracks and cars gives it a longer
lasting challenge as you have to adapt to
each one. The grophics do thelr jobs ade-
guately and it all adds up to a really playable
game with many months of enjoyment.

The Formula One set-up is far
more involving than any other
carftrack combination
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PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE

1586 [AB) BATTLE OF BRITAIN
| Erief History Of The Battle

185 MESSYSID va.0

alest PC | AMIGA Fils Transfer
484 BOUNCER

lcenceware Game Demo

13383 VOYAGER CARDSET
13382 BABYLOMN 5 CARDSET

(3281 CLAUDIA SCHIFFER CARDSET

srsele For Klondike AGA

50 SLIPER ELF SQUAD

“tform Game

T ZAM V2.0
|#asl Gpaccy Emulator

(3578 BLITRIS

i34, Telris Game
7T WAC SPECIAL DISK MAG
s Users Disk
158 SUPER SKIDDY THINGS 3
spar Skidmarks Ripof

(3575 (AB) SILENTS DEMO

“ruit Kitchen™ HD only AGA Damao
(1874 (AB) ZIF DEMOD
IGA HD Only Demo

(3873 (AB) FAMATIC 'HATE ' DEMO
‘upert AGA HD Only Demo

(3872 {AB) EMBASSY THRILLED'
inathar AGA HD Only Dama

13871 C42 DEMD

2 AGA Demo

4’0 BHAPESHIFTER V3.08

‘pale Mac Emulator (Needs ROM)
1856 LOTTERY PRO & UTILS

“ay Gamas To Gat Mumbers!
1858 "A GALLERY"

“wperh Artwork! Hand Drawn
W7 ZX FILES
ipeccy Em Usars Disk Mag

155 STEREOPTICON
for Making True RDS Pies & Anims
155 DOWNLOADER
1 Fonts For 24 Pin Printars

154 NOTEBOOK
fiebim All Purposa Organiser
183 DARK ANGEL
Fashback Clona
162 ORGANISER BITS
Eiiras For Digitas Crganiser
451 THIRD DIMENSION #18
0 Cons, Kit Digk Mag.
60 ANTZ
smulatad Ant Warfare
‘56 EABYCALG V2.0b
superh Spraadshast Program.
(3858 TRAP EM DEMO
Patform Game

AMIGA CD ROM SOFTWARE

hg awaited sequel fo the Phase 4
hiains disks from 3352 fo 3870I

AMINET SET 1

£24.99

i entire contants of Aminet
4, plus 220 MB of NEW DATAI

i collection of over 500 superb PD
- g for amy CD rom platfrom

ARCADE CLASSICS
£14.99

3B5T INSTALL 3
Prap & Install WB On A1200's

18t Floor Offices, 2/8 Market Street '-
Wakefield, West Yorkshire WF1 1DH

TEL (01924) 366982 FAX 1!01924] 203943

Monday To Baturdsy B.00 am

Il 5.30 pm

MMMNIW

PLEASE NOTE: OMNLY A FRACTION OF THE DISKS WE STOCK ARE LISTED ON THIS ADVERT.
FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF THE 5000+ DISKS WE STOCK, ASK FOR A FREE CATALOGUE!

3827 MAGIC WORKBENCH PACK #12

Backdrops & Startup Pix.

3856 TERM V4.4 EXTRA LIBS & LOCALE X3826 STAR WARS GALAXY
3855 TERM V4.4 030 VERSION & DOCS Another Klondike Cardsat
3854 TERM V4.4 000 VERSION & DOCS X3825 THE MASK CARDSET
Latest Relesse OF Popular Comms 8/'W  Suitable For All Klondikes

3853 WORDS V2.2

Dictionary For Gald ED

3852 (AB) GOLDED V3.13 (HD REQ)
Suparb Text Editar

3851 SCION Va.07

Geneology Database

3850 MASTERBLASTER V2.1
Dynablaster Clone

3840 DATATYPES DISK

Every Datatype Known To Man!
3848 MO SAMPLER UTILS #4

Mo Sampler? You Need This Digk!
X3B47 NOETROMO CHEATS V5.0
Superb Upto Date Cheat Disk!
3848 (AB) DEVELOP & PRINT
3845 (AB) THE PORTRAIT

3844 (AB) CAMERAS & ACCEEBORIES

Tutorials For Photographers

3842 DCAT

Disk Cataloging Uil

3842 MORTAL KUMGUAT 3

Mo Guesses What This s,

X3B41 STRANGE! CARDSET

For All Klondike's

Y3840 BEAVIS CARDSET

For Klondike 1,2 & 3

K3838 MANGA MANIACS

Another Klondike Cardsat

3838 GALLEONS

2 Player 3D Shootam Game.

3837 (AB) ACT OF WAR HELPER

Tips, Maps & Loads Of Help!

3836 (AB) BLACK DAVWN 5

A New Beginning.. Superh!

3835 REMDATE V2.0

Address Book, Diary, Reminder Eic.

3824 KIDS DISK 7

More Fun For The Kids!

3833 HD GAMES INSTALLERS #4

Instalis All The Latest Games!

X3832 (ABCD) PICTURE BODK

Superb New AGA Demao!

¥amay {AEE.‘: AMAZED DEMO
Stunning Dama By Vanity!

X¥3830 TEMEERA DEMO

Anather Wrey Nice AGA Demo

¥3828 ARTCORE ELIDESHOW

Escallsnt Slideshow From

3828 (AB) SURFING THE JAZZ WAVE

Very Nica Jazz Music Disk

3824 RED DWARF QUIZ #2

Quiz By Fubar.
3823 (AB) PAGESTREAM PATCH 'H
Latest Available Patch Disk.

¥3822 EXCELLENT CARD GAMES I

Restrictad Verson For Demo's

3821 DOPLIS UTILE #2

More Directory Opus Utils

3820 IMAGEDESK V1.6

Thumbnail Pic Cat Maker!

3819 PHOTOGENICS V1.2

Useable Demao Version

3818 DOPUS 5 PATCH

Patchas V5.5 To V5. 11

3817 THIRD DIMENSION #15

Latast Mag For All 3D Con Kit Users.

X3818 DEVILS ABDDE

3D Virtual Reality Game

3815 WORDSEARCH DESIGNER
To Earlier Version

3814 ENLOCK V1.4

HD Password System

3813 MR GREEDY

Childrene Story Book,

3812 GARFIELD 1

Short Garfield Animation.

3811 FEARS

Dne Level Preview. Liks Doom,

3810 BREAKIN BRICKS ARA

Bat & Ball Gams For AGA Machines

2809 SUPER DMS W20

Windowed Version, Updated.

X3B0B PAM ANDERSON CARDEET

For All Klandikes.

3B0T NFA - THE WORD #6

Scens Disk Mag.

3806 TRANSITON

Image Conversion Prog.

3805 ZXAM V2.0

Superb Speccy Emulator

3B04 MENUS & MORE V3,20

Manu Systems For HD's

3803 DUCK DODGERS

Platform Game. Graat!

3802 SAUCE N CODE #1

Amos Related Source Coda Elc,

3801 BOOKIE BEATER

Predicts Results OF ANY Sport!

3800 CODE NAME NAND

Thrust Typa Gamé Clona.

3789 SUPER LOTTERY

Still Havent Won Yat?

¥3798 HELLRAISER CARDSET

For All Klondikes

650 MB of PD from around the globel
Conlains demos, anims, mods etcl

3787 PCTASKE V3.0 PATCH
Patches To V3. 10

3796 OCTAMED V8.0

Demao Varsion

3785 (AB) IMAGESTUDIO V2.1.0
Supert GFX Conversion Prog
X374 (AB) MALEDICTION

3D Texture Mappad Adventure.
3783 BEGINNERS TYPING TUTOR
Basic Typing Tuition.

A782 SCOUT (MU REQ.)

Tool To Monitor Computer.

3701 GEMZ

Great Puzziea Game!

3790 TURBOSUITE vaA

Disk Cataloging Sys. Demo.
3788 (AB) EKIDMARKS2 CARS
MNew Cars For Skidmarks 2,
3788 DELUXE PACMAN V1.8
ECE Version. Suparh!

X3TEY DELLIXE PACMAN AGA V16
AGA Varsion! Excellant!

3786 EGG SCRAMBLE

Mad, Mad Gama!

aTES DOS MAN

Intensive Dos Tutordal

a7e4 MULTITUDINOUS

HD Menu System

3783 THIRD DIMENSION #14
AD Cons Kit Disk Mag

AT82 ACT OF WAR MISSIONS 3
Requires Registered Game.
X3781 STARTUP & BACKDROPS
Pictures For Workbanch 3
A7T80 (AB) ROM #4

Scene Digk Mag

XITT8 MOMENTS

Great AGA Deamao.

3778 BANITY ROOTE I
Supert Sequel!

3777 HD GAMES INSTALLER 3
Installs Dozeans OF New Titles
3776 BLITZ BLANKER V2 50
Required ML,

X¥ATTS FIREMAN SAM

Klondike Cardsat

3774 (AB) MWE BACKDROPS
Based On Starirek

3773 LEGIONS OF DAWN

F1 Game Demo. 2 Meg Raq.
3772 MOSAIC V1.3b

Latest VWebsurfar,

XITT1 WALLACE & GROMIT
Klondike Cardsat

X3T70 ROSIE & JIM CARDSET
For Klondike AGA

3759 (AB) SHAREWORLD #4
Cybercraft's Disk Mag

3766 XFILES GUIDE

Xflles Seral Guide

CD's & PD DISKS
IN STOCK!
CALL FOR SPECIFIC
REQUIREMENTS!

Loods Of The More Popular
Homa Uflis Ae includad in
This 10 Disk Seltl Becounis
Orgonisecs, Anchess Books
You Moarme . Al For 89,991

Bpeccy Sensations 2
& CB4 Bensations CD's
Are in stock NOWI

Ground Zaro & Active Sofftware's own Mmehtsracl?qm:maﬁhufm
ia:dﬂleu,urtwurketc Qs’ﬁmmcﬁi PD library release. Tons of new stuff|

£24.99

Ovexr 1400 of the bast avallable
mods, 2000 samples & Octamed|

GROLIER 2
£26.99

SOUMD LIBRARY

£19.99
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HOLLYWOoOoD
USTLER

The tasteful box cover looking
like a cheesy '70's porno
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Happy, you leave the
club wealthier but
not a whole let wiser

N’

omputer Poker is normally a genre
reserved mainly for the PD poges or an
excuse to show scantily clad bodies as in
Strip Poker. But now new compdny,
Desert Star Software, have taken the
seady underworld poker scene and incorporated i
into a computer game. It looks like being a feminist’s
worst nightmare with gratuitous breast shots, fat old
men farting, and it offers all other stereotypical traits
of the gambler. Fortunately, it's all done tongue-in-
cheek and the end product will probably be o
combination of Rab C Mesbit and Leisure Suit Larry,

The story sets you as a bit of a loser, really. Well, to
be kind, you've just been unlucky. You lose your job,
your girifiend leaves you, and your car gets repos-
sessed, all in the some day. You are on the streets of
Hollywood, alone, when you find yourself enticed
into a dingy club and into a poker game.

You face three other rather dubious characters
and can select the level of difficulty from Rocokie,
Average, or Hustler, depending on your skills, The rest
is a straightforward Five Card Draw Poker game with
all players placing their bets, and so on. Control is via
the joystick and you play until you're broke

The PR blurb accompanying the preview copy
boasts over 1Mb of speech and FX. and so far

Two table options are available -
this is the more decent of the two

By Tina Hackett

The cinematic introduction tells the story - you
are down on your luck, so you enter the club

farting(?), and a "Raise you five™ uffered In an
Amercan accent by your opponents add fo tha
seady atmosphers.

And unlike other games of this kind, Hollywood
Hustler promises to make each game completely
different, with all cards being dealt at random,
Each hand remains known only 1o the player holds
ing them, so the computer can’'t actually cheat.
The opponents’ thinking also vanes each time 50,
for instance, they may or may not biuff, or may bé
more aggressive.

A cinematic infro will also be used to create the
feel of the game, and depending on how well you
play. you will get one of three endings

it certainly looks different and rather entertaine
ing. Even the game box continues the tongue-in:
cheek style looking like o cheap *70's pom film, and
with the green baize trim you could almost be
therel

Hollywood Hustler has a cinematic style aond
tries to provide a little more to it than just the
card game, hence the reason for the charac-
ters which are in keeping with the style.

Montana Slim is the chef from the diner next
door to the club and as you can guess by his
name, as well as enjoying 'broads’, and gam-
bling, he's also into his food and booze in a big
way. The others are Joe, an ex-sixties guru who
is now the manager of the Pussycat porno-
theatre, and Chuck. a would-be movie star
and a night clerk af the motel. And lastly, there
Is Jackie, also known as Miss Astrodate, a strip-
per from the exotfic cabaret bar. All sounds
lovely, doesn't it?
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GAMEGEAR, CDi, SINCLAIR SPECTRUM, NES, CD32, NEO-GEC, LYNX, MASTER SYSTEM

DIAL-A-TIP

HINTS "N’ TIPS N’ CHEATS 'N' POKES
ALL FORMATS CHEATLINE, JUST SAY 'YES' FOR YOUR MACHINE

0891 445 937

(IF YOU MISSED LAST WEEK'S - CALL 0891 101 235)

NEW! THE AMIGA GAMES LINE FEATURING CD32 ...0891 445 786

NEW! THE SEGA GAMES LINE FEATURING MEGA CD.....0891 445 787

NEW! THE SUPER NINTENDO GAMES LINE .......0891 445 769

NEW! THE CONSOLE CHEATLINE PC ENGINE, T.G.16,

JAGUAR, NEO-GEO, CDi 300, CD32, MEGA CD, DUO 0891 445 772

NEW! GAMEBOY, GAMEGEAR, LYNX CHEATLINE 0891 445 771
ALL CHEATLINES UPDATED EVERY WEEK

MORTAL KOMBAT | & lluseesensssssnssnsnsensannssns=0891 445 987
SFL WORLD WARRIOR, TURBO, S.C.E.....ceeeeeeees..0891 445 940
CHAOS ENGINE 0891 445 936
DESERT STRIKE/JUNGLE STRIKE 0891 445 953
LION KING/DOOM 0891 445 951
FOR FULL INFORMATION ON ALL OUR SERVICES CALL 0891 445 939

| “Wrimaeie PROBLEMBUSTERS! oot sasars |

GUIDING LIGHT COMPUTER SERVICES LTD
PO BOX 17, ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE. OL7 OWW.
IF YOU'RE UNDER 18 PLEASE ASK PERMISSION BEFORE YOU
CALL. MAXIMUM CALL CHARGE AT PEAK RATE £3.68
CALLS COST 39p PER MINUTE CHEAP RATE AND 48p PER MINUTE AT ALL OTHER TIMES,

ONE WAY |
v be tied 10 Iakl'ﬁ“ Pot Luck”™ when
buying ClipAn? Now YOU can select your| |
own preferences from the comfort of vour,
own home. Choose from over 3000 images
n over 40 Categories. Give yvoursell a hn:a.]».. —
nd TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! Available
in both Scalable and Bit-Mapped formats

including the popular .IFF and CGM
All images are 128/256 Colours.... suitable
for both Colour and Mono Printers. All
images are artist drawn no scanned
traced images here! From 30p per Clip

FILL

Having used Ink Jet Printers for over 5 years, we feel we are in a unigue
position to provide a First Class Service to all of our Customers. We
supply any amount of Ink from 20 mis to 500 mis in all Colours. For Bulk
Buyers we can provide single refills from as little as little as B0pence!
Trade Enquiries welcome

Amiga Computing

NOVEMBER 1895

LOWEST PRICED ToP QUALITY
RiBBONS, INKJETS, TONERS & DISKS

Printer Ribbons
I‘lnuotﬂﬁﬂillh‘l 12401140

Panssnic KX P18 IB0MY1552
Panssnic KAPTIIVIIS0

I EQ':

EEE
RS

Bruther 4 Im'li.-i Hl.'l‘h'l EY,
Ellm'n IVLEPTSwil 149 g 17

e
L
£
E

mmadire MPS 11201130 459 415 3 185 LiS
4 17 -za.mﬂ.m I 5 1
- 14 110 Tucan Kaga KPEIGRISHIONGE L4 19 1 18
Epn FUMURXBIFXLYS 180 158 338 3 Lol jj,ﬂ 3 JJI}r
|. mmmmw:xm % 1m Clsizen Swi 10 1tk 1o | ]
\-E:nn 1 IW ki I_’:u.muk KXPEIEVE IR BLAY 4R (0lH 988
mann Tally BUE] 1w 1T 15 Star LC102W M) 600 S35 iS58
NEL Pinwriber P10 T L T Star LUC3W L I T T T
uhlmm'lmumm 37 am ixd Star L34 120 G G482 3R

Ring for Ribbons Not Listed.

34" Disks Jisk Boxes Inkjets, Ink Refills

. . | Camom BJ- 1020 Caririd 17,54 each.
DS/DD  DSHD TN | i‘mudnm\'lﬁlm{?‘:rlrm l.‘..l.'-::h

10 Disks 106 Cap. | S 0. ;
isks £5 £6 | ockabie | NP Deskiet Cartricge (Dosble Cap.) 4.3 ench
25Disks  £10  £11 | pooKaIE | HP Dkl Tr-Coloue Carrdge 249 cach
Bhids HE B8] L, et T
i : : HP Deskjet Tri-Colour Cairidge Refill 16,00 each
100 Disks ~ £29 £33 Lith orders Inkje hl‘ﬂ:qihlni*:ch:ﬁi*:mﬁl 120, B3,

2150 Disks  £65 £76  orgige | 1P Deskiel Availabie im Black, Cran. Magents, Vellow, Hed,
500 Disks £125 £148 Blue, Brown, Light GGreen, Dark Green, and Gald.

Preformatied (MS-D0S) disks available at 2p exiraiich, :l:’l“ []_"D:‘I;:IF;“" iw‘:' "“h-“‘h:': = -
All Dl;klsNLglnI:t;JE: ;ﬁl‘f‘r Error Free jpiaep ipIiP Tone Cortidge 59,03 ach
LUDE FREE Labels.
ol i Ring For Inkjets & Toners Not Listed.
Miscellaneous Items CPU & Monitor Dust Cover 519

el Wanitor Dust Caver 4%
“.".'-I TP 31 [hisk Lnbsels L 80 Calumn Printer Dust Cover 199
34" Disk Cleaning Kit 108 Amigs 500 Dast Caver 199
Purullel Printer Cable (1 Smy LK. Amiga 60 Dast Cover im
Mlnwse Mat 19 Amiga 1200 Dhwst Cover iw

01543 250377  Ring us or send cheques to: (11543 250377

Owl Associates Lid, Dept 380, Owl House,
EN S The Brambies, Lichfield, Staffs WS14 9SE -

TAfcas Crrrrrmment d Eslurntivm’ anfers weloom iiii

Pic n Mix
FONTS

L o WAt S EEGONTE CHNLLD
I:HmEEE wineisionts HEADHUNTER STEEL

INDIANAS (KIEIYIE]QAIR]E] STAR
E&m Unlike some of the cheap and cheerful Font u!llm
WORRBLE | CDs doing the rounds, our Fonts WORK! STARS

Select from over 4000 Fonts in both

ZORRO L COMPUGRAPHIC & ADOBE: and leave |3 00017 =
F N 33| the rest up to us. Fomts from 30p each  |POSTOY

'I“Lv_l ppel |ForBulk BIJ].H:IFE we offer some very a BLLS
special deals with Fonts from Tp each gHNEUHE

pioneered the Pic n Mix concept. Our 'MIJ'M‘ET

service 15 unique with a TECHNICAL

& ¢ FERIHELPLINE for all of our valued Customers Miami
ORIENT AL 9iANBRA) S HRXBENEL
Medusa STENCILSTRETCH
TOYBI DCih MNNEWNINEW T Telo(
POWERUNER OLDEWORLDE /1111 1\ HELIEF
For your FREE 48 Page Information Pack,
either Write, Phone, or Fax us.

SELECTAFONT (Dept AC)
84 Thorpe Road, Hawkwell, Nr Hockley, Essex. 555 4JT

Wie have been in business since 1991 and

IS4
FAX: 01702 200062 g ¥ PHONE: 01702 202835
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PUBLISHER
uildhall Leisure

From the command

status and alter it

budget

: IIII!EFEFE!E!EEEEIIIIIIIIIIIII
f DS

control display you can
view your communication

There are a number of ways to set up attacks.
Using planes and submarines are just a few

DS are a company who are quite

well known among many Amiga

owners for their previous war/

strategy games, Thelr ofher fitles

include Action Stations, Blitzkrleg and
White Death. Bravo Romeo Delta, their brand
new game, has just been released and [t
includes all kinds of new strategic elements that
differ from the first atternpts.

Guildhall Leisure are sef fo release this before
winter, along with fthelr second release,
Subwversion, and both of them will set you back a
mere £9.99. However, the guestion Is, will they
include enough tactical depth fo keep you
going through the coming winter months?

The idea behind the game is to take com-
plete control of the US strategic forces which
include ICBMs, SLBMs, 55BMs and Bombear Bases.
There are g series of nuclear warheads aimed
for the US Air Bases. and your job is one of
responsibility = to loaunch a limited attack to pre-
vent the warheads reaching their designated
targets

The main menu screen s divided info guar-
ters, and each one takes you to another screen
of attack assessments or nuclear strike plans -

Romexc

COR /(TR ISP

ALEYSK [CBA (§6-11

LOCATION: EE.E
82,45 DEG. L. LONGITURE

8 STATUS: OPERATING

READINESS LEVEL: NCRMAL 8 HOUR

DEPLOYNENT.

A T T
L] i
3 - "'r_ . h_.r :

- omms
fmfw Mﬁvmm 995- :

TELD
6, N. LATITUDE

URS 994
26 $5-18 MODG(SATAN)

From here you can access all kind of menus
which will lead you to set up your campaign

Reviewed by Andy Maddock:

covering a different part of the game. Mot
being a nuclear/war/strategy fan | wasn't
really locking forward to ploughing fthrough
menu after menu just looking for a way fo firg
some weapons, However, after loading it up |
was guite impressed with the depth within Brava
Delta Romeo.

Thare's no doubt thot the game was written
by someone who has researched each par,
studying it in great detail. They quite obwviously
know what they're talking about and seem fa
have achieved the right blend of strategy and
tactics. The notorious problem that can occur
with these strategy games is the fact that the
programmer includes all sorts of nonsense that
cannot be understood. Bravo Romeo Delta
includes a manual that explains every part of
the game. After a few minutes, you’ll pick up all
the strategy jargon and soon be processing
attack waves

| can fully understand if people turn ’rhew
noses up at Bravo Romeo Deltg - it's reﬂo!nlv
not the most popular genre but it does appeal]
to a minority group which should be caftered
for.

Having said that, even tha small minority may
not be able to put up with the untidy andl
appalling graphics that are very difficult to see. 1
Even the icons located on the left side of the
screen are very blurred and have no graphical
picture attached. You will have to check the
manual a few fimes just to recap on which icon
does what.

In terms of war and strategy. there are
no other games that immediately spring to
mind, so | think it's quite safe to say that Bravo
Romeo Delta is the best of its genre -
despite the odd graphical glitches here @,
and there. |




ou are commander of the subma-
rine ‘Nautilus’ and your mission
objectives are to locate all enemy
within the area and destroy them
Subwversion is the second release by
Guildhall Lelsure infroducing the war/strategy
gpproach, and 15 only slightly more arcaday
than Bravo Romeo Delta. You are given a huge
pattlefield play ‘area in the middle of the
screen, and all the options are located around
the edge of the screen. These range from firing
torpedos to checking your status and looking
for other subs in the vicinity,

The game is basically self-explanatory and a
huge session with the manual isn't really
required. All the menus and options are located
gt the top of the screen. making It very user
endly. The only annoying factor that is bun-
dled with the package is the code protection
wheel. A sarias of numbers are presanted to you
and you must find the comesponding letters and
match them with some more numbers on the
everse side. It would have been okay, but it
lakes a while before you finally work it out -
gspacially with a case sensitive code wheel,

The main display in the centre of the screen
displays areas of combat and locations of
gnemy ships. land and subs. Not only do you
have to destroy enemy ships, but avolding and
destroying mines is pretty much a secondary
mission objective,

The graphics are fairly simple, but there's
more than enough depth and tactical game-
play - in fact, Subversion does become repeti-
tive and boring after a while, because you hap-
pen to stumble upon the same attacks owver

SubVersion

The map shows all the locations of
then enemy. Make sure you choose
a route that steers clear of mines

and over again

If you want a good, serious submarine simu-
lation then | suggest you check out Sub War
2050. It has the same amount of tactics and
gameplay as Subversion but the graphics stand
out so much further, It's like an underwater flight
sim and gives you an exciting role to play

As it stands, Subversion is an innovative idea
with plenty of challenge to keep you going
quite a while. If you can put up with the
appaling graphics and the small minor gripe

about the code whesel, then | can rec-
ommend Subversion enly to submarine 53%
admirers,

Created by Captain Byte's Bit Shop

Amiga Conversion by Dary

Sehroeder

PUBLISHER

Guildhall Leisure

CDS

PRICE

£9.99

1
HD INSTALL

Yes

SUPPORTS

All Amigas

Although SubVersion contains
some nice introduction
screens, the game itself is
certainly not of a professional
standard

105 _romwer s
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This game too hard for you?
Skip over those levels by
pausing the game, pressing
F1 to F10, fire, then Esc.

NTRL7JK3BPY
TG3TGDBRYCY
Q6PBLHZJFAL
VHISAMC7ILN
RSMKVSPGCTX
TCRO4ASPGCTV

WPYVAF3BRG3
XMCRLGFDY6G
LIGOYRWTT Y6

Impossible Mission 2025

Top game! Top codes!

Zool

Level select: type
GOLDFISH on the
title screen, then F1
to Fé& while playing!

Chaos Engine

it you still can't get anywhere in this game
you're a bit sad really, but that's what we'ra
for, eh? These codes will sort you out:

World 2 with infinite money  GVVCHSDMSTEN
World 3 with infinite moneay  V3BO76XA57WH
World 4 with infinite monay  6UCDXUZ2557V2

ATR (CD32)

Annoyed because you can't play those |ater
tracks (like Spoce and Alien Planef) in two-
player modea? Fret no more! All you have to dois
reach them on one-player mode, lose a race,
enter your name as ATR, then you can select ‘
them in two-player mode. Wahey!

Level 1 ETQFJXXD level 4 FYQQPXEF
EXQEJXDC GCQCRXWE
Level 2 FBQDDXRE GGQKTXVF
FFQCVXIA level 5 GKQJYXDI
FJQCHXOM GOQJFXBK
Level 3 FNQAYXHI GSQFDXZA
FREYCXVL
FUQTBXQE
Zeewolf

Level codes! What a surprise!

Shark Fishing IMAGO
Pal in dome TIBUROW
Twenty angry men  ARGUS
Mind the hippos ~ MARTEN
Brass Rumblings SOCKIN
Red alring GANNMNPAY

Pointless but frue: type In FRAMPAGE
on the password screen to fly an
avar-so-slightly superior plane instead
of the old 'copter

: 1.5A8
we Bl &
l Coarmon 236
1';.'
i




Top Gear 2

I've heard of annoyingly long and complicated level codes before, but this is ridiculous. It's bad enough

for the gamesplayer, but | have to spend years checking them as well. AAAARGH!

One Player (sigh..)

Britcin
Canadao
Egypt
France
Germnany
Greece
Indic

Irsiond

fraly

Japan
scandinavia
south Armerica
Spain
Switzerland
LS4,

JPN) +VSL PN13 47G%) 743HH
HLF6 8JHJ GBLV 23J+T MHG66

JFB3 55#2 HNPB MATs) 521FF

T65W 2B%Y SBAR M34DQ FB%1 1
HLFS B2SR JNRS 3M977 521FF
GPLC GLGS MQTN %4HFF C+$WW
WNJB FHY6 %34V GOPMM JFD44
51FS B#SLEFTR B(RTT BS)WV

‘C1G+ ChDV GS§4S PC3Y3 JFD44

GONF J22( P%RL 5GMAS NJHTT7
J2FS BMLE Ce%J JFL35 MHGAS
CG#4 TFED YBHC T#+52 NJHT7
$C82 51T (MV9 B84#1V HDC33
%IV Q55Y 2NPY %2TFE 743HH
WS 1P&G HLMA 2a0YT GCR22

Two players (no, please, nooo)

Britain G5B #D15 HMMW 34L%V NJH77
Canada L+G3 LCBR 38&T 12HSR LGFS5
Egypt L2208 5982 N#F1 CTN%T PLIES
France EVRC GRF4 SBOD 167MY TPM((
Germany [CBS PYLW @PP7 18RSH D%4+YY
Greece 273M S79M TB13 FFGMY DF%+YY
India 4TN+ 3L%EM GN67 LLMR4 JFDA4
Ireland (TP% 4)8B 3DLB JT948 PLIEA

tralhy LBWP R1%:# 1(L4 LH1GF#7&4MM
Japan (T4 6TC2 #2T( TBP(# 1VT%%
Scandinavia HE83 563N ¢LSM #T7ML +(#RR
South Amerlca T572 AT19 B&#1 G7C21 MHGAS
Spain 95T2 AHY# LDSW DE%EYW JFD44
Switzerand NWJIR VC29 3+GF NIGF#TAMM
LISA B2NW 14HF QLSF SNIGF#74MM

iclauses

Stuck on a particular game? Martin Shenton (our resident

work experience lad) helps you out of your pit of despair

Robocop 3

Hold down right shift and
type THE DIDDY MEN in the
gaome to become invincible.
After this you can press Esc
to skip to the next level.

When this - cheeky little

game begins, type BIGBIG-
BIGB and you can skip levels
by pressing F2.

Alien Breed

Press CAPS LOCK on the player
select screen and it's extra lives
ahoy!

Alien reed

Let's face it - this game is hard.

Don't panic:
Level 2 353828
Level 3 108383
Level 4 L37010
Level 5 QB2B22
Level & B47464
Level 7 737373
Level 8 928122
Level 9 267364
Level 10 193831
Level 11 D90921
Leval 12 309838
Level 13 101221
Level 14 103992
level 15 998112
Llevel 16 125332
Level 17 091233

Type these on the main view screen then press return;

ICBM get four of every satellite and missile! Wow!
SKYSCRAPER cuts down that construction time
LOADSADOSH hrmm...| wonder what this one does.
TELESCOPE shows all the asteroids

LEMING adds 50 to the population

ICEMAN stops all the astercids, literally!

Mr Blobby
Why  Millennium  thought
they needed that fat pink
blob of pure evil to pro-
mote this perfectly good
gaome 5 bayond me, but
here are the codes if you
nead thaem:

Level 1 BABE

Level 2 O0AH

Level 3 DAKD

Level 4 EMEA

Level 5 FLAF

Lavel & SGiEAK

Level 7 HAAJ

Lavel 8 BaAJM

Level @ CASL

Level 10 FTAMN

Level 11 SE0OAS

Level 12 AAOR

Level 13 COBI

Level 14 DBELD

Level 15 EMEB |

Level 14 FMBF

Level 17 GBL

IF“-.-‘(—‘I |E| rﬂ'.LKEI

Level 19 BEJN

Level 20 CKBE

Lavel 21 DBTL

Level 22 EvVMB

Level 23 GOBT

Level 24 AADO

Level 25 O00)

Level 26 DOMB

Level 27 ECEC

Level 28 FINCOF

Level 29 HOHL

Level 30 BOJO

Level 31 COUL

Level 32 EWMO

Level 33 GO0oU

Lewvel 34 HOPT

Level 35 AAED

Level 36 BOBH

Level 37 QODK

Level 38 FODFHDHM

Level 39 BOJP

Level 40 DDVL

Level 41 EXMD

0 e



M are a new company to the Amiga

market and unfortunately their first

game, Touring Car Challenge, left a

black mark against their name, receiy-

ing pitiful review scores. However, their

forthcoming release, Virtual Karting, looks likely to

redeem thelr reputation and unlike most of

today's rather predictable race-"em-ups, this title
takes the form of a Go-Kart racing game.

Virtual Karting is fully texture mapped and aims

GQUALIEY []é.
= _ ples ¢
- |

for this latest "virtual’ style. Two views are available L)

- a 2D overhead angle where you can zoom in or - -

out, or a ‘behind the kart' 3D angle. Both work o ﬂ = -
pretty well so far and the 3D angle gives a good OPTIONS f § - SEEEC

E_-..._ = e THACK

impression of speed, whereas the 2D overhead il

gives more of a tactical style of game. -
There are three tracks available, one is the sim-

ple figure of eight style, another a taxing windy

frack, and the last one is for the experls only

because as weall as hairpin bends and sharp cor-

ners, you are in danger of falling

into the water surrounding most of By Tina Hackett

the track. Cverall, three tracks do

sound quite limiting. but OTM are

promising update disks at a later

date. Another limitation could be

that it doesn’t have a two-player head-to-head

mode but even 50, it still ssems like a fun game

that looks original

The gameplay feels very responsive at this
stage and is easy to control. Game speed
cepends on your machine, and with a standard
A1200 you can expect 25 frames per second,
However with an accelerator you can double this
fo 50 frames per second.

Sound effects are also fairly redlistic and are
close to the real thing, and a quite acceptable
infro tune gives quite a polished feel. What also
looks nice is a 'Fiy-by" helicopter preview of the
tracks

Control of the game is either by digital joystick,
mouse, or analog joystick. The player can also
choose whether to race in a 100cc kart or 125cc,
and manugal or automatic gears are also
user-definable.

Unfortunately, the screenshots don™t do the
preview much justice. Due to the graphics mode
they don't grab all that well, but they’ll give you ) y
some sort of an idea anyway. The game is AGA Virtual Karting already looks quite
only and Is due for release this month. professionally presented |

Options are quite generous although there
is no head-to-head mode at this stage

We are going to be seeing a lot more of OTM {
in the near future. Planned for late '95 s
Starfighter a 'ground breaking’ shoot-‘em- |
up. League Monitor s alse In development
and Is a football application package which
allows the user - either home user or profes-
slonal club - to enter data. Features include
full league tables. form guide, and resulfs

I S prediction. On the more serious side they are
- o about to release PowerBase v3.5, their Amiga
A 3D view will give an impressive With the overhead mode database package.
feeling of speed you can xoom in or out |
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ACOIR
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Log on, hook up or plug into the Information Superhighway. Whichever way you want to enter this new world,
Acorn World 95 promises to be the best event of the year. Come and get real, hands-on experience of all the latest
desktop products. Learn from the experts at the live theatre presentations. See the revolution in home services being
created by Acorn’'s "Set-Top Box" technology. Plus jugglers, face painting. a games arcade, competitions with prizes.

A FREE créche and over 100 exhibitors showing what's new and exciting in the world of IT.
WEMBLEY EXHIBITION HALL 1

Ac.{)rn-‘, s 27, 28, 29 OCTOBER 1995
ﬁ(}R]Jj RODRESS DON'T MI f THE OPPORTUNITY

POST CODE T0 SAVE §

BUY rLJ.JH T CKETS NOw!

(N THE ORY HI]'I'HH[:[[] Hu[IIF ,u.u mod able

TICHET TYPE m e
AOULTS £6.00 £5.00 16% | “m"'*"'"r““““ﬂ “ e

form to:

CHILDREN £5.00 £4.00 0% | ACORN DIRECT
FAMILY £20.00 ge00 0% [ ] | 13 DENINGTON ROAD

4““ " [T — T a
ALORNUSER | ppyaNCE TICKET AND INFORMATION HOTLINE: 01933 441448 ACOI'I].!
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preview

The polygon graphics that
feature in the external views
are looking quite spectacular

Ince the success of Geoff Crammond’s
Formula One Grand Prix, Amiga owners
have been crying out for a sequel
Unfortunately, it was announced it will
only be developed exclusively for the
PC. Now, a company wiling to take on the chal-
lenge of creating a similar version are Kellion
Software - a new company whose debut game Is
looking mightily impressive,

| leading Lap has been in development since
December of last year. Almost 12 months have
passed and hopefully they will have studied the
competition and plan to try and attract the
Christrnas crowds as well as having the premium
arcade racing game, stealing the crown from

MicroProse,
P : S o You can see from the screenshots that Leading
® [CCH 1 110 Lap looks like a jigsaw - put together by pleces of

other racing games. Formula Cne Grand Prix,
Hard Drivin® and Sega’s arcade, Virtua Racing, all
seem fo make some kind of appearance,
graphically,

cUuropedadn However, the plot behind Leading Lap strays
: fromn these three. The ideaq Is to race around many
coun 1 Ies N different European countries and gather encugh

points to top a league containing five other dri-
vers. The drivers will have their own particular per-
sonalities and characteristics so cbviously, there
will be many budding computer-like Michasl

' Ty ‘(f” Schumachers out there
=l There will be three areas to race around,
v 1o rers namely the racing, country and city tracks, as well
- ie *f"Ejue as three different cars - formula one. rally and
: endurance - and each one is graphically different

INcy TIVe from the previous.

£ The polygon graphics are looking particularly
spectacular, and there is an option fo change the
ﬁ detall from trees and bridges fo large buildings.

Final word

Another surprising aspect is the speed. It is
probably one of the fastest games | have wit-
] nessed in this genre. Usually, to make a racing
' game fast the graphics are often sacrificed.
Leading Lop contains high detoiled back-
ground screens, while still managing fo keep
the speed at a realistic rate,

There are still a few tweaks that need fo be
made here and there, but so far Kellion
Software could present an offer that
MicroProse Formula One Grand Prix fanatics
just can't refuse.

You will also be able to set the angle at which th
exfernal view is observed. This enables you
change the view by the press of a button to
who i5 around you, whereas in Formula O
Grand Prix, to see who is behind and in front yo
have o foggle the views awkwardly, and even
ally you'd lose control of your own car. This opfi
is present oo, but it works far better

In Formula One Grand Prix, there are three dif
ferent angles from which you can view th
action. With Leading Lap there are more. You can
view from inside the cockpit to anything up to
zoomed out view - much like Sega’s arcg
Virtua Racing, This particular arcade boasted dil
these angles and, surprisingly, Leading Lap |
shaping up to look like a close Amiga version,

By Andy Maddock

This is the view from inside the cockpit. As you
can see, it's very similar to MicroProse F1GP

This screenshot proves what a graphical
feast Leading Lap is going to be

The background scenery is looking guite
varied with many trackside objects which
hopefully won't slow the action down



Leading |

the way in Amiga
'advice, the definitive
guide is back to
keep enthusiasts
fully informed

c Tp— T 5
2yYSiem medaic:

Frank Nord looks at some magic labels

for your disks and video tapes

Amiga 3I

Ben Vost takes us through the stages
involved in creating a new CD-ROM cover

3N Daimi
L) Falni

In a new tutorial, Steve White gives a helping
hand with improving desktop graphics

A

Arex Xx
Paul Overaa completes the skeleton form
fill script with stem variable exposure

Phil South takes you through the best
search engines on the Internet

Publishing
This month’s column sees Phil South looking
at structured clip art for the Amiga

Amos
In a blast from the 'past, Paul Overaa
shows how to emulate old arcade games

Music
Paul Overaa reviews the Little
Gem two channel audio mixer

Videc

L= ¥

Gary Whiteley shows how realistic lighting
can make the difference to 3D rendering .



01903) 850378

2023 AUTO STEREOGRAM V4B (1

Praduce m pichures
2325 CANON IITE‘I‘LII.'H ]
mmﬂi

|I'I'|Dfﬂlﬂl
zm*r.rﬁm DECREASE #~ (1)
Trad#anal AGA Dema
2333 SPACED OUT £(1)
Dema of twa excellent platiarm games
2334 NEBBLE # 1
B Colaurful Bou
ol 2335 EXCELLENT L‘.I.HD GABES I #* (1)
Pokpr, Czarina, Colours, Scomish & Napolsan
2336 COARSE ANGLER # (2}
Excalant coarse fishing pame/smulatar
2338 MANDALA (1)
Fractal Ganaralor
233 FEARS 1 #* (1)
(Oing level demo of this impressive game
2340 DOPUS UTILS 'JDLI[EIAP
‘Warious utiities for use with US
2341 CHANEQUES #
Exceliant game — walc au! lammins!
2343 MUI DEVELOPERS KIT D.k
2344 PAGESTREAM 3H UP 4]
(|55 & to 10 also available) | 2347 CHILDREN CLIPART (2)
Mona clipart u.l:mggfgnm
VENU il )
”Ew laﬂ” IHI ﬂﬂ ﬁ muﬁu’ﬁ D&n c.th‘.ES # 1‘1{
S 2351 REN & STIMPY CARD SET #* (1
N 2352 DOOM 2 CARD SET #* 113
2353 ASTERIX CARD SET #* (1)
2354 GREYHAWK CARD SET #° (1
2355 KATHY IRELAND CARD SET l* {'Ii

I.1.12 - £2.50

Latest issue of the MED

Users Group Disk mag.

Essential reading for all
OctaMED users

2156 RECORD COVERS CARD SET #*
2357 SAEET FIGHTER 2 CARD SET l"
2358 PAMELR

Mok Card Sefs fisted in iz ad arn
usa with Klondike W3 or Deuse Cand
mmunam:m #(1)

ng 273

m‘mmmm L]

Catd Gama
zm mmmnwz}

ununs:
1310 COPIERS UNLIWITED (1) # A1200 ONLY
Excelient collection of copiers 2059 ASI FIX DISK 3|1
2082 DOPUS COMPANION (1) More axcalient m::aria
A must for all users m lGA uﬂEﬁEﬁ 13:
18687 FINAL WRITER PATCH (1)
%udngmwnywlnm Fumvm.nmmx.ﬁmnbm
LD ED 3 #* (1) Muzsion, Quick Grab, Hamé-JPeg, Clouds
e bexd editor (HD req) 1619 A1200 HD SET UP (1
:uun HARD DRIVE #{2) ATZ00HD disk
Aback Up, Fix Disk, VC, Click Doz 2. 2268 BIG G 2 (X} {3)
Relrg, Tools Dasmon, Mr Back Up.  Well presentad 20 "Page 3" pics
2003 IMAGE STUDIO V2 # (2} 2180 ECSTACY (1)
lr% processce and conmvension package  Excellent Acid/Rave demo
KICK ¥1.3 (1) 2272 FINAL WRAPPER V3 (1)

Vanous Macros far Final Writer
2257 GREEN DAY (3)
HOvha format - Excellant I'-'I:ga
21TI ITCHY & SCRATCY 4 (X) (1)

%%W CLIF'&FF‘SI

Colouriul clipart from the Disney film
1344 MAGIC WORKBEMCH #° (1)

Jazz WEB ~ noads HD A must for all Si fans = sick!
788 &mﬂn 2{1) 2251 MAN ON iﬁ MOON (4)

ga = PC comyertor H&q HOi4 beg Fast? M-ag Chip 1o run
1261 N COMM V3 (1) warfd AGA Deme
Classic comms LCHOIR (1)
2295 - PC TASK V3.1 #* (1) I-I}‘E-m::'g’ rmwannhl:mﬂ
Dema of the latest PC Emulator Il
1318 PRINTER DRIVERS (1) Stunning anted AGA Damo
Canon B, HP Deskjst; Ricoh LP1200 EIHE II.U.I. 2.3 (1)
966 SID 2 (1 Magic User Interface — Iha format
Direct mllL‘l 2318 roots 2 (1)
2162 MBULIK 5 #* (1) Imiprassive Dama lnom Sandty
Puwarhl rsonal accounts systerm 2314 SUN ELH}ESHDW Hi

ECIHFH Va1 #{1) Stuninin

Prdmma] marphing program mwﬁu& umm CARDSET (1)

IMAGINE 0BJECTS P,lﬂﬂ !

EXTRAS PACK 2

Packed full of Backgrounds,
leons edc. for Magic W/B.
[Vals 1 ar 2 <10 disks par sal)

£8.00 per set

ASSASSINS CAMES
MAGIC WORKBENCH | PACK 3

F
VERY LATEST & BEST PD ONLY 80P PER DISK FOR 10+ DISKS

OctaMED V&

2376 - MAGIC WB EXTRAS 12 #* (2)

2403 - WAC AMOS SPECIAL #* (1)

Wmﬁnﬂrﬁsmr Amcs disk mag — a must for amos users
lcons, thnﬁwn;ﬁilc iﬂH mf:rEA ADER #* (1)
utility mos AMmears
Frud.m trua dmapc pictunes wmimgum A1)
2379 - NOTEBOOK (1 I s5iva G Adventura gama
Flaxila al monur Iser 2406 - HP A JET 4 DRIVER (1
2380 - mﬂa.m (1) L4 Boosi, Miniprint, HP4L, Conir
Eﬁmhntﬂmmmhwpnum 2407 - CM3 TH(1)
mairix pririers of compalible printers. 5 Excelani OctaMED
2381 - BALLS [ér_a 2408 - MULTIVISION 9 # (1)
Wal prasanted 5harewara Latteny AriPro, DPix, ChipPlip, GheCon, Gittio#
Wrnmnnpmmmnmm - 2409 - MULTIV M 10 # (1)
best | have saen {o date. AGracCon, M FX Aga; Flick 1.4; JIV,
2382 - SEVERED HEADS #* (X) (2) 2410 - MULTIPRINT 5 # (1)

Graphic acvantura
- BATTLE u
Traditional 1 or 2 playes board game
2384 - AMIGA DOS GLADE # (1)
Compreharsive Amiga Dos quicde

ma, adiull only

Minipring; Negl Msers]:lm .
TapeCower, Prmera Prinlers; Epson
FX & LX; 550CFonts; LM Baoost
2411 - DISK HELPER 8 # (1)
keonimage: EasyWH; FulBench; Wasied
Time; TookAlias; ClaarAar, HD Skeap;

385 - DEVILS ABODE (X) # (1) ‘
3d Graphic Adverurs gama WakeFast, CaiClock, SmanCopy, Chunkt
PO'SHAREWARE PRICES

Titles masrked & 'will not wark an ASD0 (V1,27 1.3) = wil
[} ane suilabile for ower 184 anly

1 disk — £1.50, 2 o 4 disks — £1.25, 5 1o 9 disks — £1.00,
10 to 19 disks - B0p, 20+ disks - 75p
Prices par disk = Numbsar ol disks shown in brackels
not work on ASD0+\A800;

2386 - TINY TOONS CLIPART (1) Cybemide Atlom
Mane cipan of your tavourile characiers
2387 - WORDS VLI £ (1)

Epel chacker for (Spell & Goid Ed Iha fomal)

2388 - MR GREEDY (1)

(5, MFT, P g

H‘IZ DISK HEL.%H

op Nt
10 # (1)
Dhsk Saver WEX: Vins:

List Find Crunch; Aga Ui ResRiom: Serbouse
2413 - AUDIO MAGIC 14 ¥ II‘F}

Exceflent Siary book for young kids ;EH Scanner; Mod to.sm
2385 - CM5 TRAX & # Mini I‘ﬂ!rl.'l L COTV ',,lar
samell-arﬂﬂemnmhbgu . 2414 - 15 # (1)

2380 - ALIENS CONFIDENTIAL

Pwptr.-armﬂw Eaf?Mndi: Symphany

MULTIMEDIA #* 9] Pro; Play 18, Player.1a XPlay ma. f
5 disks will interesting tacts 2415 - HELPER 4 # (1)
2309 - BATTLESHIPS (1) am?a FiaFHSScrsajlrﬂE‘IG
Traditional 1 o¢ 2 player board game 2416 - PAMELA ANDERSON (X) &*
CREETL
fn

2400 - THIRD DIME
Lates! 30 Con Kit users disk ma

10 axcallant

ics of lamous modal
2416- CLAY su-IFFEFI

#* 3}

2401 - NO SAMPLER UTILS 4 Samnlr-%ﬂms of this baautilul woman
Varous convietorn, lppers et 2521 E WORD 5 #* (1)
2402 - BANK MAMAGER &° (1) NFA Disk mag = inferasting reading
Bariking program 2527 - TERM V44 # (3)
r
LATEST CD-ROM's
free postage & packing (UK only)
AGA EXPERIEMCE £20.00
ADULT SENSATIONS E17.50
ADULT SENSATIONS 2 £17.50
AMINET 7 E13.50
AMIMET SET 1 (quad] £25.00
AMOS PD V2 E17.50
ASSASSINGS COLLECTION 2 £17.50
CE4 SENSATIONS £17.50
FRESH FONTS 2 E17.50
GRAPHICS SENSATIONS £17.50
HOTTEST AMIGA MEGA DEMOS £17.50
HOTTEST 5 £17.50
LSDMT BIT COMPENDIUM 2 E17.50
MULTIMEDIA TOOLKIT 2 £22.50
PROFESSIOMNAL IFFIPCX 2 £17.50
S0UNDS TERRIFIC E1T.50
SOUND & GFX WORKSHOP (double) E17.50
SPECTRAUM SENSATIONS 2 £17.50
UPD GOLD [quad) £25.00
WS ANIMATIONS (double) £17.50
Z00M £17.50

OTHER CD-ROMS AVAILABLE

PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS

EDUCATIONAL PACK

10 Disks packed with
varous Educalional
programs aimed al young
chikdran

£8.00

OctaMED MODS PACK
Hundreds of modules from
thie Mead Usars Group
meambers collection

C6 FONTS PACK 9

BITS & PIECES PACK 1

450 files of various clips,
drum loops ate. in Music-X
(10 disks), Ami

10 disks par pack. 10 vols disks} E:snd|P r_u'IrII:u k]
curmently availabla atc =BI'll'rs:us] 'D;I'Ir-l ;gt
£8.00 per set £8.00 per set lZFleﬁF-;slsalprmal requinad)

SAMPLES PACK PACK 5

2525 - TERM V4.4 030 #* (3}
Lalest varsion of this powarfiul Temms p ‘Um Fﬂff.ﬂﬂﬂ' 2
Nzﬂ-mmmﬁ.ﬂfﬁﬂ-m}} m M

Loads more &5 Powerdrnive alc *

2429 - ABYSS DRUGSTORE 0 (2) A/16 BIT SAMPLE
2431 - FREEZER LECH #* ELJ y

24332 - {1 .
Three of the vary lalest AGA Damos
2433 - KIDS 7 0 (1)

Exceden p ralnsdnr

2434 - BA SE‘I W= 1)
2435 - 5TAR GATE l:.lHEl BET #* (1)
2436 - VIRUS CHECKER VE&.57 (1)
Thae very labas! virus checkar

2437 - INTERNET UTILS 2 # (1)
AmiTalk; AmiTCDHalper, AmiWalch;
Cantrel Panet: GUIF: Online O Matar.
2438 - ESSENTIAL AMINET T &(1)

Image FX & | Stutio dataipaiches;
LHACorikol: L4 MastartSCH Mg
Phologenices; Progect Midic LMD 64; XDM

2439 - FRODD V158 (1)
Commadore 64 emulaior

2440 - ROM 4 DISK MAG # (2)

AR you nead I know about the Demo scane
2442 - COMMODORE 54 GAMES # (10)
10 dizkes full of hundreds ol CB4 games
2452 - STAR TREK GUIDE # {8}

Al you wanled o know sbout StarTrek
2458 - DR WHO ANNIVERSARY # (5)
Do you know whao the Daleks wera™
2463 - CHRISTIAN AKDERSON STORIES (3)
Famous. shones — fexl bock on disk
2466 - FINDING THE TRUTH # (3}
All the lalest on UFO lindrgs

Hﬂﬂ DP’S MAM (1)

Rl bock lor baginners and experis.
2470 - II.IA.GEETLIDIG 2102
Latest warsion of this axcellent program
2472 - THE WORD & #* [1)

NFA Disk magazing

2473 - AMIGA E V3.2 8 (2)
Latest E Compiler {ha formad)
2475 - PICTURE BOOK #* (4)
Stunning AGA Demo — worth a look
2479 - ALIEN B* (1)

Excabant AGA demo

MIDICRAFT MAGAZINE

Following on from where the highly
gsuccassiul AMTFR kel oll, ks riw
disk based mag from tha Crafl
Brothars is a musd for all Amiga
musicians
£2.50 per issue
{I58u@ 7 now avallabia)

MIPI MOD UIES

quh quality M

Volume 1 - £15.00
Vol 2 tor Keys - £10.00
Volume 3 - £20.00
Dynamite Drums 1 - £10.00
Dynamite Drums 2 - £15.00

cm = SCUUTS‘ [” " Gall for further detalls
omprenensie Systam Moniar
GAMES & MUSIC UTILITIES
Eﬂﬂﬂﬂ”ﬂﬂ'ﬂl 1921 EAGLE PLAYER V1.54 (1)

Multi format music playes (LHA format)
1462 MIDI TUTORIAL (1)
Problems with MIDI - Help is hare
1889 MIDI UTILITIES VOL 11
1890 MIDI UTILITIES VOL 2 (2
Loads of usalul Midi utilities

1991 MUSIC X VOIL 1 (23

2121 AZ PAINT PAD (1)
Excellant paint package A-Z pics
2274 FEARS 2 #~ (1)

1 level demo of Doom style game
2303 HD GAMES INSTALLER 3 (1)
2288 JUMP EH GAHE {1}

E?E”Héﬁ Eaﬂﬂﬂﬂ EIE'F"E' Packed wilth Music X Uldles
Firaman Sam & Hu:sraarrdimlurhlds 1993 MUSIC X L el

Varnous Synths Protocols, Voical
Patch’Wave libraries

2204 OCTAMED V& DEMO # (1)
MNon save damae (1.5meag)

2024 PROTRACKER V3,15 (1)
Lates! varseon of this popular trackes
1855 X BEAT PRO In (1)

The very latest Drum Machine

OCTAMED 5 & 6 NODULES

2322 DREAMS OF FLYING (1)
2029 EVOLUTION (2)

2242 NOODLES 3 (1)

233 NDODLES 4 (1)

217 OCTAPUSH ROCK 2 (1)
2224 OCTAPUSH WEIRD (1)
2031 THE THIM LINE (1)

‘We also stock the entire range of Med
A5 240 Catapuhs; Mentar, Sopar Daleks User Group Samgées and Mods and
45| 241 China Thes: Minerunnar; Think head  boads of other Tracker Modules and
A5 243 Colour mind; High Pressurs; Tankic thousands of IFF and Raw samples

KLONDIKE, VIDEO POKER| R4R1{4L1L Pilﬂ,l‘ 7
& BLACKJACK PACK & e

10 dizk pack with hasa
axceilent card qF.IITIES. fior
A1200 (HD required). With
q-".l,lmhrgr of card sals

£8.00

2320 LAST LAP # (1)

Excallent overhead car racng game
2275 LETHAL FORMULA # (1)
Excellent Graghic Adventure gama
2280 M.A.S.H. GAME " [

Ol of this world "Tanks™ v %
2200 PERSOMNAL ANALY! #(1)
Da ol Kriow -,,-nurgaﬁ":‘

2108 POKER MANIA (1)
Addictve Poker Game

WEU FICTI.IHE MATHS (1)

g make Iaarnlng tun
232! SPRING TIME # (1)
Commarcial

ualc;_guzln ]
15525 WORD s RY (1
peln mig fior young Rids
W&iﬂ MAPS CLIF ART A-Z (9)
C-u:u:mr chig arl for DiPaint 4 & 5, DTP edc.
ASSASSIMG GAMES 1-244 [N STOCK

DISNEY CLIPART PACK 11
MIDH (9 i '

OciaMED 4 PACK 12

B disks including thes full
vearsion of this AS00 com-
palibly music program,
manual, samplas & med
ules 1o get you started

£5.00

OFFICE PACK 14

5 easential tools for the
small olfice - Weord
Processor, Database,
Spréadsheat, Forms

| Designer & Accounis

KIDS ONLY - £10.00

Originally due for commercial release this
brilliant collection of educational activities is
now only avallable from Seasoft

COLOURING PAD, I-SPY, PAIRS
DOT 2 DOT, PICTURE SLIDE,
MUSIC MAKER & WORD SEARCH

Each colourful activity has various skill
levels making this title ideal for kids of all
ages.

Demo version = PD Disk No 2282 (1)

10.00am to 7.00pm Mon-Fri (to Spm &

or telephone

(01903)

Please remember to add the following Postage & Packing charges:

50p to orders for P.D./Licenceware only (£1.50 Europe, £3.00 R.O.W.)
or £1.00 if your order includes other items (Europe & R.O.W. at cost)
Please make cheques/postal orders payable to SEASOFT COMPUTING and send to:
Seasoft Computing, (Dept AC), Unit 3, Martello Enterprise Centre,
Courtwick Lane, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 7PA

850378

at). Callers by appointment only please

Fl Gﬂlﬂ Gﬂufﬂﬂﬂﬂ

all with printed manuals
GRAC W1

il G 1|,;|| ol -

ELEL‘KED.&HD V4 - £8. 99

C OMprangnsne ||r114

MAGIC PAINT BOX - EE 99

Paint pa acially for kids

INTRO TO DOS 2 - £6.99

Guide and Intro to WB and Amigs
WE STOCK THE ENTIRE F1 RANGE




don't know If you remember
them, but there used to be
these Magic Drawing tablets
— they may still exist for all |

. You could write and draw
Lon them with the supplied
itylus, your fingernail or a twig
anything remotely pointy
Jreally. But the really groowy
ihing about them was the fact
hat once you had covered
the entire area of the tabiet,

you could simply pull this
mtegral slider across the

surface of the tablet leaving
you with a pristine surface

\on which to draw once

more,

How does this relate to anything
Amiga-based? Has someone developed a
Jsimifar method for clearing the screen in
DPaint? Well no. It's a bit more mundane
ihan that. The Magic Drawing Tablet
‘Approach has been appropriated by a
‘manufacturer called Re Mark It for their
range of disk, video and message labels,
You can write on the blue-ish part of the

label using your fingernail or a twig or
whatever, then, when you want to clear
the message, you can put your finger on
the green arrow [the green activator
arrow according to the literature) to the

Franks Nord peruses some nifty labels in
addition to the sage aduice he dispenses

BCross it to clear the label,

Now that's magic he says in
his best Paul Daniels volce

left of the label and slide your finger

The disk and video labels also have a

TUTORIAL

The disk labels come ten to a packet for
£2.49, you get five video abels for the
same price, and the smail messages labels
are £1.99 for four — the big message labels
are slightly more expensive at £1.99 for
anly twa. If you are interested in these,
and I'm sure you are, then get in contact
‘with the First Computer Centre on 0113
2319444 immediately to place your order.

permanent section on them for you o

make your mark on for posterity, and the

message labels come in two varieties - a
¢ two line variant and a four [ine version.

50, onto other business. | think that this menth | should
tell you how to get rid of stuff, rather than putting new
Stuft onto your machine. 50 we will start with
unwanted assigns. You know how you have a drawer
assigned and you want to get rid of it, but AmigaDOSs
brings up an alert saying "Cannot delete blahditiah,
object is in use.” Well, If you hit the Shell you can
usually get rid of assigns by typing the assign name
followed by dismount or remove, i.e

assign blahdiblah: remove

This will usually let you delete the offending directory
Use the Dismount option if it's a device you are trying
to get rid of rather than an assign. Alternatively, if you
have the assign made in your user-startup script, you
can always remove it from there and then reboot.
Assigns aren't usually too problematic to get nid of, but
there are other items that might chew up memory that
you would do well to sort out.

The most important of these is-undoubtedly your
ENVARC: directory, Numerous programs use ENV: 1o
store settings and preferences, programs that you
might no longer use, The only way to make sure you

Iry Again

Wasting space

aren’t wasting valuable system resources is to trawl
throwgh ENVARC: periodically to check for offending
iterms

If you are using a file manager like DOpus or
Diskmaster you can easily get to envarc: by bringing up
an assigns list. If you don't have a suitable file
management program, you can do the same stuff by
opening a shell window and cd'ing to ENVARC:. If shell
frightens you, then the last method of getting there is
to go into your prefs drawers on your boot disk jusually
called DHD:, HDO: or Waorkbench:) and have a look for
a drawer called eme-archive, This probably won't have
an icon so you'll need to show all files from the
Window menu on Workbench first

Anyway, Dy whatever method you reach it you
should eventually find yourself within the ENVARC
drawer. The only files that are really impartant in
ENVARC: are contained within the sys drawer, but that
doesnt mean you can go deleting all the other files
willy nilly. The files in the Sys drawer are all your

An error ocoured deleting “blahdiblah”

DOS error code 262 - Object iz in use
Error help

Skip |

Workbench preference settings, like the font your
workbench screen uses, It resolution, number of
colours, etc

This is very useful to know if you make a mistake and
save something in Prefs that you can't use - for
instance a DBLPAL screenmode on a 1084 monitor. IF
you have done that then the best you can hope for is a
black screen, but you might damage your monitor. The
thing to do is to boot without a startup-sequence and
cd to sys:prefs/env-archive/sys and delete the file
screenmode. prefs. Then you can happily reboot once
more, safe in the knowledge that your Warkbench will
boaot in four colours on a PAL Hi-res screen which will
be happity displayed on your 1084

Sometimes the preferences stores in ENVARC: are
held within their own drawers inside ENVARC: - this
makes it really easy to see what you are doing. If this
ISM'E the case, you can always move the questionable
files elsewhere and reboot to see if the files are
required by any of the programs currently running on
your machine

Obviously, you will need to run the programs you
have on your drive to be able to check whether the
files you have moved are needed.

Time to ‘assign remove’ | think...
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Avialable Now

The PAWSTrac microtrackball is designed
io be operated at a fingers touch and is small
enough to fit in your pocket.

Coming this September

The PAWS 600 and 1200 - The Fortable
Amiga Workstation. The PAWS kit

includes case, basic LCD driver Card,

Active color LCD, power unit thal can

mount up to two batteries, one battery,
power supply, and trackball. Includes o i Sy 4
Link-It and Cross Dos Pro. No soldering. S - g

I Coming in November

The PAWS 3000 and 4000 - Same as the
PAWS 600 and 1200 (no battery support)
but includes our Enhanced Driver Card,
Enhanced Driver Card (Upgrade) for
the PAWS - Qur latest driver card will
support Passive Color LCDs and suppaort
most Amiga display modes fo include PAL.

The Gecko - The Gecko is an external unit
that plugs into the Amiga's RGB port fo use
any standard VGA monitor in most display
modes, aven PAL! Comes with cable and
power supply.

l'l' P.0. Box 1825, Manassas, Virginia 22110 ""
703-330-7290 - Voice, 703-330-5752 - Fax

([ AMIGA MUSICIANS! )

gpecifically designed and manufactured for use
with the Amiga, we are pleased to introduce the
“little Gem” Micro Audio Miker and EQ Unit

Allows you greater control over the sound
when playing the Amiga through an outside
sound system, or when recording the Amiga
audio output to tape or DAT.

“The Little Gem is just the thing to bring
your Amiga’s sound ouf of its shell”,
“Give your Amiga's sound the treatment
it deserves”— B3% — CU Amiga

Battery or maing unit not supplied

2 Channgi In / 2 Channel But
Independet volume /' gain mwtral for each chansel
Batteny or mains operation - takes no power from the Amga
Frocess sounds prior to sampling - then proess again on plabadd
ficts as & Sound provessay to senously enhante the seund

Wi and Lo L (equakisation] to /- 128 to increzse derrease the bass and troble content of the sound

Pan (ontrols for sterea positioning of each dhannel - e longer haue ta suffer from hard right and left sterea panning
Dimesesion only 10 75 0 S0mm - COMPATIBLE (EXTH ALL MODELS OF AMICA

/569_95 Available only from the developer and manutacturer:

cluding VAT paciaging & i posee. | (GILILETT MULTIMEDIA

Cenurion P.BD.

CD ROMS NOW AVAILABLE
BL MOCG & SFX — Pagioed vach Mods Sample and FXLEYH9 ILLUSIORG CD - Full of Seereogram pios & il (39
COPD THE ORIGIMAL = Fish 1860 & cxher Mac damn £9%9  BC CUPART & FONTS = A vary lange collection 39
COPD 1| - Finh 561 -T80, scope Diikes ARI0 archives . £999 WIS FONTS - Adobe, CG. Berap, IFE PS.PCX & more (399 |
COPD [0 - Fish P18 Archived B ready tonn____ L9990 WIS CLIPART - EPS, IMG, Coloured. I Smapped me (599 |

| PEMD CD - Modubes. Arerm, Fones & Oipary. . L0999 EURDSCENE — 1000 of Do from arownd Barope [145F |
| Free PEF on all CD ROMS

CHTT TCHE b SCRATCHT b d - vary ey IR PUNDELLA - el prane GIS3 QUK DOCCERS - brd pidonmer

DFR TCHE b SCAATCHY Wl - ey ey Wi MENUMAKER {-ommrneachme (15 IR DENOM - e ey

i DG TIHE SENBLIALITY [T} (AGA uill  EODE - 1 suptrh molleromn GISS  BUATWRET WG] - | or L sheer shee e iy
DL ALEN MEALCION (5N - e IS PRETEN DANTRS § - o e b b e GIT EPLOPACY - sk
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Key: | ) denctes pumber of disks, all daba werk on all Amigas unless athersise smated

How' to order: Sand your nama and address. song with your payment 10 Cerurion PD [Depr Comp), 24 Wastwater
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E4 Euncpe | B8 Resl of World
Cheques andior postal orders. only. Tel: (01353) 669203, Fax: (01353) 663371
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3.5” IDE Hard Drives
for A600*s & A1200s

at excellent prices

fully installed including your workbench
software, prices include carriage back to you.
Examples:

270Mb £125.99 @ 360Mb £133.99

420Mb £144.99 ¢ 540Mb £161.99
850Mb £195.99 @ 1275Mb£246.99
Please call first for latest offers

* Some A600s may require new ROM to fit hard drives

GCElectronics
COMPUTER WORKSHOP

12 Newmarket Street
Consett, Co. Durham
Tel & Fax: (01207) 502249




y good friend Errol at
EMComputergraphic
approached me a while ago

and asked if | could produce

' some cover artwork for his upeoming CD-

ROM release. | agreed and he sent me some

sketches of what he tholight would be nice. |

played around with the concepis he gave

me and decided that LightWave would

probably prove the best solution for the

- building blocks of the final image.

The initial text Phase 1" was the first thing

1o deal with, LightWave actually provides

' good facilities for converting PostScript type |

typefaces into 30 objects, albeit not quite as

hice as Imagine’s for a change, so rather

- than having to build the text from scratch |
simply loaded the appropriate font Jupiter
from the Safari Fonts collection that EMC
sefis| and extruded it

| decided to bevel the text as it looked a
bet bland and fat. At this point | checked

" with Emol to see what he wanted in terms of

texturing for the text, and surprisingly, he

went for my first choice which | had merely

selected for a test render. All this was was a

slightly glossy red for the front, the sample

texture Bumpy Chrome with the bump map
removed for the bevel, and the sample
texture Gradient for the sides of the letters,

| dicd several test renders of the test at
different angles, but decided it still looked
too flat, so | changed the focal length of the
lers to distort the end result a bit more. Ermol
didn't like the jaunty angle | first put the text
aL, so we settled on the fiat front, but tipped

Things to

Looking back "at the image | produced,
there are certainly some things | would
try if | had had the time [and might
atternpt for Phase 2, 3, etc. if Emol lets
me). Firstly, | probably wouldn't make
the cover a space theme again
Everybody uses the same sort of
imagery, and lens flares are getting so
clichéd these days. The second thing is
that | might have relied maore on
Photoshop to speed up the rendering
process. Motion blurs, lens flares and
lighting effects are all easy to achieve in
Photoshop and take a lot less time than
the effects rendered by LightWave

Having said that, | wasn't overly
hampered by a deadline for this
commission, 5o | didn't need to save
time, Lastly, it pays to try and extend
your software collection. Had | only
been able to use LightWave and ADPro
for this cover image, it would have been
a lot more bland than it currently s

back style that graces the cover now.

For the background, which was rendered
separately. | set up a scene using the random
stars object which comes with LightWave, a
pair of lights {one to provide a fill, the second
for the lens flare] and some abjects. These
objects were based upon the content of the
CDROM and consisted of several pictures
and objects made from fonts.

RATIOS AND EFFECTS

To retain the aspect ratio of the pictures, |
made their object the same size in
centimetres as the pictures were in pixels, |
distorted the lens for the camera once mare,
although not to the same extent | had used
far the text, and shifted the camera back a
bit. To get the stretched out star effect, |
turned an partiche blur and gave it a high
percentage, then | jumped to frame five and
moved the camera back towards the centre
of the scena, AL the same time | brought the
text and picture objects out from the centre
1o see if motion Blor would look nice
Unfortunatety, motion biur looked anything
but mice, but the partiche blur seemed [0
wiork really nicey.

| compaosited the Phase 1 text onto a Lo-
res preview of the background so that Ermol
could get some idea of what | was trying to
da. He liked the hase idea but suggested
some improvements, including a couple of
fiying CDs to go onto the cover 1o ram home
the point of the artwork, 50 | rerendered
Eventually, through trial and emmor, we came
to agree how the end result would look

Now that | had completed the building
biocks for the image, | rendered them once
more, this time at a higher resolution.
Because a CD cover isn't all that large, | only
rendered the images at high' resolution,

rather than ‘print.” This obwiously took a lot
less time to render, hopefully without
showing in the final print. | ended up with
an image that was about a thousand pixels
square for the background

I had done the early compositing in
ADPro, which was fine for the purpose at
that level, but for the final artwork | decided
to fire up Shapeshifter and use Phatoshop
on the Mac. Photoshop is what ImageF/x
should, and perhaps will, be. The most

fontsyclipal
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important feature for me was Fhotoshop's
faciity for multiple, madependent Layers m
the same picture, This meant | could have
separate, discrete elerments, like the Phase |
logo, the normal text that appears on the
cover, the background, and the glow as
indiwidually editable pectures

This allowed me to play around with
scaling the Phase 1 logo and its placement
on the background, without needing to
keep refoading the picture. | also resorted to
using Ouark XPress for the Llayout of the CD
on the page because PageStream still
Cannot print separations [a really senous
fauilt for a professional DTP package, | kid
oL notj.

S there you have it From original sketch
to completed image in less than a page. |
ondy wish it was as painiess a process (o
create the image as it was o wnte about it.
That having been said, | did have a lot of
fun doing the wark and if you wish [o see
the end result, | can only suiggest youw boost
EMCs coffers and buy the CD for yoursedf.




HiQ Limited

| The Storage and System Design Specialists Tel +44 01525 211327

Multimedia PowerStation options for all Amigas Tawer Versmn

| PowerStation Specifications:-
| 1. 200 watt power supply for complete Power Systems.
2. Good looking high quality stesl constructaon.
3. Five drive bays, various mounting configurations,
. 4, |deal monitor stand and cables slide undemeath,
l 5, High spead Squirrel SCSI2 interface rom Hisalt.
| 6. Dual speed, highly C032 eompatible CO-Rom drive.
Ll +j ? Power and Hard Drive LED's
7 "-I{' 8. Future expansion potential,
v 4. Low cost when compared to single drive cases
s e """ﬁ 10. Mix CDRom and Amiga audio outputs thru speakers,
i g A 11. Computer speed indicator, 2 speed switchable,
12 DOES NOT VOID WARBANTY
Rave reviews in all Magazines

erStati k Pri — = =i PowerStation Case Prices " i "
ﬁzxes 2% ch?{':gﬂa:m + sl::.ﬁ?r: ' ?'I'h ;/ (= includes internal Audio & SCSI Cables G Hln STAR DRIVE BU?S i
Stereo speaker version £329.05 . ‘ Stereo speaker version £12995 | A1200 420Mb IDE

Desktop version £299.95 ) Desktop version £99.95

Tower version £299.95 ? ‘_‘f “ — Tower varsion £99.95 Oﬂf}" £124.95

Carriage £12.50 b E 1| Carriage £12.50 A1200 540Mb IDE

Only £139.95

The Greatest Drive since the | |aizwesow e
Model T Ford Only £189.95

o ; , All drives formatted, and Magic Workbench plus PD
Well the wait is over and the future has arrived in the ; s
shape of the new Panasonic PD System SCS| Optical Software installed. Free fiting for parsonal callors.

—— drive. This unit is a Hybrid 650Mb, Quad speed CD- A1200 Cable Pack £20
w— ROM and Optical Read/Write system. (Yes, you did T T
read that correctiy!) SCSI 3.5" Drives
Now you can read all of your favourite CD Titles at Quantum 540Mb FireBall £179.95

over 600Kb per second and by purchasing the low cost ;
650Mb cartridges you have 650Mb of storage space Dyantum 840Mb Traﬂbl.azer £229.95
always on line just like a conventional hard drive. Micropolis 2.1Gb AV drive £769.95

!Limited Supply! nﬁd

COMING VERY SOON
Internal Drive Unit = "1.;; ESQQ 95 inc. VAT Ful biown S-Video quaity dighal Video
650Mb Cartridge £49.95 inc. VAT Recording, Editing an: Playback system for
External Case 4 ‘i © £59.95 inc. VAT o e

L]

Digital SVHS / Comp recording.

Encoded SVHS / Comp Video Output.

Full Digital Video Editing software includes
many high quality DVE effects.

Samsung New “M” Range Monitors

Tha new Samsung “M” Range monitors ane only for

Processing power.
the serious Amiga user. Thay work at above the liJg%rﬂaigill G ldlr‘lg l:ll‘]d Plavback
frequency range of the Amigas so you need to run ik MEWE R g S y ]
in Double Pal mode, but the display is the best yau -~ Includes Mpeg playback facility.

Mpeg file creation software included.
1024 x 768 16 bit colour display.
Add Panasonic PD drive for instant studio.

will saa from the largest monitor maker in the world!

15" does not support DBLPal
15" Gle ..£329.95, 15" Gli ....£399.95
17"supports DBLPal
17" Gli ....£649.95, 17" Glsi ..£749.95
P&P £12.50

Soon to be made in the UK

Prices from approximately £1,500

Hi-Fi quality active stereo speakers

(Suits all Amigas) i P
rsus Dual %iml (SCSl) CORom drives Specifications:- !:’ .*'?'ﬁ ’
Q. Is Quad Speed the Future? & 1. 80 watt active stereo T

Squirrel | A No, around the corner are thar‘ew"mlﬂ Gigabyte CDRom drives. 2. Built in amplifier bl

Q. Is the extra speed useful?
5CS Interface A. In some circumstances, but most Cﬂm to run in Dual speed. 3. Colour matched
i

Q. What about very high quality vi 4. Volume, Bass and Treble
© Copyright Hisoft 1964 A. Yes, 15 minutes worth. All for 150kb/s for 70 minutes. 5. Excellent Bass response

Q. What do HiQ know about ¥ H
A :ﬁrw companio I SAmSG. Price only £39.95 rarer.00

Need we say more £54.95+P&P | 5 gege the MultiMedia CDR
All Prices include VAT
HiQ Ltd, Gable End, 2 The Square, Hockliffe, Bedfordshire LU7 9NB. ?

V O:m 'EMail ad;:.lress:- Compuservé 100432,711

Tel 01525 211327 Fax 01525 211328 =2




he aim of this tutonal is to
help you get the most out of
your paint package and as a
result, show you how to
iBsign great pictures and animation,
- | will be demonsirating how you can
Hreate realistic looking backgrounds -
Including natural backgrounds, choosing
he correct colowrs and spreads,
prefiminary design techniques, brush
tmanipulation, special effects, animation
Hechnigues and much maore,

Although maost of the screenshots in
Hihis tutorial are taken from Brilliance 2.0,
the subjects covered will also apply to
those of you with Deluxe Paint or
Personal Paint. | have used terminology
LEmployed across all these packages so
you can find the appropriate reference in
the manual

ROUGH SKSETCH

The first step when designing any
Lomputer-oriented artwork is to make
sure you have a rough on paper from
which to work from. By designing on
paper first, you can easily correct and
enhance your scene without wasting
precious time In your paint package

When you are happy with your
design, you should write down what
colours you will need and any spreads

By using dithering technigues you
ean build a third colour from two
other eolours and sase the strain
on your palette

Don’t go
spare

One of the most useful tools in any
paint package is a Spare page,
normally accessed with the J key.
While designing backgrounds you
ctan use the spare page to test
different effects before applying
them to the work page. In fact, the
ipare page proves such an
invaluable page that | regularly save
mine so that useful bits and pieces
can be retrieved whenever | need
them.

splash of paint

gteue White explains how you can join the
artistic masterclass and improve your
deslstop graphics technigues

- -

- =
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Amiga 2D Part 1

Although it's temptling to start your

Creating the right colours is the first step in any graphics
venture. Use them wisely or suffer the consequences

that may be required. A spread is a range

of colours blended between a stan
colour and end colour. You may want to
create a spread of greys, in which case
you simply select your start colour [black
probably), select Spread, and then click
on the end colour (white]. Your paint
package will automatically fill in the slots
between start and end with the
appropriate colours,

Obviously, those of you with AGA
machines will be able to create more
extensive spreads, allowing for smoother
transitions between colours. However,
mare colours invariably means more
wark, although the finished artwork will
look better than a 16 or 32 colour image

(OLOUR SELECTION

For those of you with non-AGA
machines, the task of colour selection is a
mare difficult one and you may find your
sicene doesn’t lend itseff too well to 16 or
32 colours. If yeu also require spreads
You may even have to consider HAM
{Hold And Modify] mode which is
extremely slow in Deluxe Paint.
Remember that it is the foreground
elements of your design that are of most
importance — a Background can easily be
covered Dy Just a8 single colour, bao at
the most.

One way to falsely create colour
transitions (spreads) is to use dithering,
Dithering warks by creating a chess
board pattern made up of two colours
Due to the reselution, the effect fools the
eye into thinking its seeing & new colodr
If you dithered red and white it would
look like pink,-green and red appears a3
brown. If you den't own an AGA
machine it may be a worthwhile exercise
to actually create an image with different

design with the foreground, the best
place to start is the background. The
background is invariably the simplest
element in design and can act as an
incentive to finish the picture off (one of
the toughest disciplines in computer-
design Is patience). It also acts as an
excellent reference for your foreground
elements and you may even find better
pasitioning than you originally
anticipated.

colour dithering to see which
combinations work best. When you think
you ve got your palette right, save it out.

There are two styles of natural background - realistic and cartoon.
Whichever you choose, they both dictate the style of foreground graphics

The real world

Probably the most frightening type of background is a natural one, The sea, land, rock
sky, desert and snow are all natural backgrounds that make artists cringe. The problem
with natural backgrounds is that critics won't allow for mistakes, If it's the inside of a
spaceship or building you made up it doesn't matter what people s y, because it's your
creation,
There are two ways to design natural backgrounds and both waork equally well, You
tan go for the realistic design in which you attempt to accurately recreate the
background as much as possible, or opt for the more cantoon
and taking less time
If done correctly, both look impressive, but you must remember that they also
ictate the foreground style to some degree. If you create a complex background with
many colours then you'll probably have to do the same with the foreground elements
Therefore, for those of you with non-AGA machines it may prove a sound decision
opting for the cartoon-style background
In the next issue | will be explaining in detail how to go about designing natural
backgrounds - both realistic and cartoon. Il also be taking a look at Gradients and
how they can speed up the background process

ook using less colours

Amiga Computing

NOVEMBER 1885




REE FREE

GAMES CHEATS 1.4 EMULATOR <

FREE FREE |

POST & PACK

ON ALL ORDERS

ON ALL ORDERS

PLATFORM GAMES

958 LEMMINGS TRW. ] 294 KLACK-TRIS COLMS (1027 COP THE LOT PRO. 11005 TUDE NOT 13
1017 GLASSBACK V2 107 TWIN-TRIS TETRIS [ 940 LOTTERY WINNER [ 891 8.6.C MICRO
450 A12 KELLOGS LAND [ | 300 DIZZY DIAMONDS [ 205 AMIGA PUNTER [ 423 2 DISK SPECTRUM
Q20 LEMMINGS ARCADE [ 7 293 DR-MARID COLMS 228 PERM CHECKER BES B EM 2 DISK r 1‘
21 DOCTOR STRANGE 971 SPELL-TRIS BBA LEAGLIE EDITOR 1 377 ACTION REPLAY I M l ] I A l ' ' I{ '
715 SUPER BLUE KID. 064 TEAM TETRIS 1130 THERAPY NOT 13 7 300 RELOKICK 1.3 4
51 JUDGEMENT DAY 626 MEGA-BLOX TETRIE  AT200 MEGADEMOS 955 RELOKICK 1,44
1036 NESQUICK GAME () (13 TET-TRENTETRIS L1015 JDSK TAZ-QUEEN [ 414 SK)CX 1,330
1063 SPACECASE ND 1.3 547 TETRIS PRO I 11104 105K OXYGENE 2 178 AGOO NUMBER PAD
SPACE BLASTERS 611 HOT-BLOX TETRS 11010 ROCTS 18 719 4DKS €54 + GAMES .
1083 DE-GALAGA 15 857 TYMX COLUMNS [ %85 2007 JE 5K COPIER L5
Mok kv mtoweany PSP Connects all VideoCrypt & EuroCrypt
905 DELITERATOR L] 472 GAMEBOY TETRIS | 996 SOUL KITCHEN 20K ) 939 pajjim) TSk [MT) . 2 . ati
WS TRANSPLANT  PAC.MAN GAMES L 5631 6K SWITCHIACK decoders to your computer. Emulation
. ] 158 X.COPY PRO
scormages  “liomiicin, Doz T - I o f P dch
ag || 230 SUPER PAC MAN L 5 5 il
679 STAR-RIANS 102 LADYBUG PACMAN AMIGA MEGADEMOS - gic CCEIC LY soltware to decode most encrypted chan
S48 CAFFEINE FREE 502 PAC MAN RETURNS [ 11084 ASCH BOT 1.3 . . . L]
CTRACHNOTTS e v e [ 0 ToiomyE  HARDDRIVERS nels (including Adult, Film, Music &
SR, oW | meout, Sl | | Sport) is freely available — full detail
s 1070 PLAT-MAN LCAT : q e 1 i
£75 WASSILES 2 DISK 1086 PUC-MAN i 268 DIG INNCVATION E#Eilﬁf{ii = p“r ) 18 Irec :'fr dvallapie u etails
576 BEAVES & BUTTHEAD 1138 A12 CYBER MAN 45 1 DISK 9 FINGERS ! 5 - s L .
29 TOMBES APOCAL A Dur 3 ONG [ 262 2 DISK PREDATORS L 621 WO STACKER are included. This product should not be
B70 ROCKETZ A1200 [1 o3 MEGABALL V1 [] 215 BLUES HOWSE 2 IS | ﬁ;‘gé}?gﬁgﬂ?ﬂ d ; h Is f hich d
G475 SUICIDE MACHINE 455 MEGABALL V7 L1714 FUDGE AGA : . '} 2 . B 7
27 KEUOGS OPRES | S5 MeGaMAL vaNous L1080 SHAKKA Uk L ST HD SUPBLOCK used to view channels tor which you do
912 RUDOLF = SANTA [ oy RATTLE POME (11105 OXYGENE V1 G L 1
916 GAMEHDIALZIO (| a0t neboUNDER poNG L1104 2DSC OXYGENE 1141 GAME INTALL V3 not have a subscription!!
1082 MLASH. v1 mmmma.qm' 1120 205K TAZ-QUEEN 2 L1125 GA. ALMANAC
1052 CHAR V1 | 771 HAUMTED MiNEs L 979 PREACHER NOT 1.3 Pﬂiﬂl’:;'l'f:;ﬁm e
1081 BUZZBAR NOT 13 284 EMERALD MINES 1016 TAZ GAZ A 7 [H5K . M - " = "
IBNMBLENGTLS [ 21 MAATWONMNES A 1200 SLIDE SHOWS L. 100 PNTER DAVER Now only £39.95 for Amiga, IBM PC & Macintosh
1131 PALS NOT 1.3 351 ROYAL MINES 80 4 DISK MANGS D48 PRINTING STUDIC L4 B
PD VERSIONS 391 DHZ2Y LITY MINES 507 5 DISK WERDSC! 345 BANMER MAKER
024 £LF B PPHAMMER | 2an i1 Duamongs | /1040 30KS AGA GIRLS 243 AWARDMAKER § SC : S : S : o
& GSHUNTERPWS  pum oo b GAMES  AMIGA SLIDE SHOWS [ 057 TEXT ENGINE Vi Send two 25p stamps if you need further details.
022 GODSTWMACHINE [ 1o Canp pack | LMO7 5DSKBOLDLY GO [ 393 LABEL DESIGNER 3 - i .
026 ROUOCORTREGAL - 333 Cosy CAIDS Nor' 3 = T4 REVELRTIONS 38 NVDICE AT Please add £3.95 P&P and allow up to 30 days for
2 Al M, L'S GIALS 437 EDWORD TEXT ED . - =
BIS LEMMINGSPACK = 333 Fot M. ) 918 ERICS GRLS 2 DSK ] 743 FORM PRIVTER delivery. All trademarks acknowledged. E&OE.
027 CHUCK ROCK-ICE 532 MEGA FRUITS 536 AVIATION HISTORY aniGa BUSINESS : =
1075 A1Z00ELPMANIA = 00 poye ARCADE 1060 JOSK UONKING ] g3 DATABASES 2 DISK Foreign orders welcome. Trade Enq. Fax: +44
COMBAT GAMES . 3;5 CARDS SOLITARE LIA9%7 205K TREK GUIDE 092 ACCOUNT MASTER : s | 9 |
941 FATAL BLOWS oty ARTWORK PACKAGE [ 240 ADDRESS BOOK (0)1884 255273,
938 MARTIAL SPIRIT SSODARTSWOT13 L) 465 KIDS PAINT =] §31 DALY DIARY
290 FIGHT WARRICRS : : 864 FUSION PAINT O LITILE OF
- 457 WINNING POST , 70 LITTLE OFFICE
| BIOARH AEDBK =000 409 capne v 053 ULTRAPAINT 244 SPREADSHEET e e M e o e ot £ e
T veenrns L1140 A12 J0SK POXER o ™[] 835 UK ST, CODES NUCLEUS DIRECT (AC) » 4 ANGEL HILL * TIVERTON * DEVON « EX16 6PE
BOARD GAMES : [TH129 REM-DATES

CLASSIC GAMES

TETRIS - COLUMNS

225 BOMBIACK NOT A1

| 510 NEW MAONOPOLY STAT

AMIGA LEISURE

ARTWORK PROGRAMS

1006 PEG-GIF-VIEWTEK

AMIGA EMULATION

COLOUR CLIP ART

SATELLITE
SMARTCARD

011 ASTEROIDS SRMOMOPOLYISA 17 001 GRAPCE CONKIT | " & DOK COUBRLEH
(] 631 SCRABRLE 6337 DISK CLIP ART
£ MISSILE COMMAND : - [ 070 GRAPHIC LTILS s
178 OVERLANDER L8 IR (GLOEE-WWARE 7] 133 e Lap puaey = 1 3 DIK WORLD MAJ
015 WAR ANIMATED ANIMATIONS MOND CLIP ART
B 475 CHESS GAMES 72 15 DISK PORTFOLIO
308 DONKEY KOMG ALL [ 080 VIRTUAL WORLDS
DRIVING GAMES ~ ADVENTURE GAMES [~ ngy ococ'ysoace L5587 DISK CLIPART
069 MANGFENDNOT 1.3 1019 ADVENTURESS 1 333 riy| eoyuicaR AMIGA MODEM
951 FLAMING ENGINES  —DTE MORIAVERSION S = oo cop) it 202 413 N. COMMS V3
468 THE ROAD TO HELL - TTESTARTREK2DISE = 305 nmyssey spnoratz L 078 OFTICOMMS V2
T3S AUTOMOBILES - 482 BLACK DAWM [ 831 RED DWARF 30 TERM 2 DISK,
§13 HIGH OCTANE 7 297 NENGHBOURS 2 DISK ] 475 gAIT MASKING 801 DM PRO
1072 SUPER-DRIVE 355;? Fntﬁ ::ﬁ ?gg:" L. 463 MR POTATO HEAD  PROGRAMMERS
1 10-MAA i [ 474 W AN A1 280 A-BASKC TUTOR
067 SKID-MARKS VI e 55 MAMSELLE 417

1055 305K HYPER-RALCE
1059 MANSELL NOT 13
1057 A12 TURED-1AM
1132 A12 LAST LAP
SIMULATORS

1087 A12 ENDURANCE
1136 A12 FEARS V2

STRATEGY GAMES

567 COL-CON W NOT 13
968 KINGDOMS AT WAR

BES TARDT MASTER: 2 DISK
B&1 AMY AT THE MOWVIE
271 NEWTEK W2 2 D5k
347 NEWTEK W3 2 DIk
187 ANIMATION STLIDIO

481 ABOUT AREXX

306 LINDERSTAND AMOS

722 TONS OF AMOS
1067 AGA DATATYPES
1034 DIOW AGA TOOLS

FIXED PRICE ONLY £42.99 incl. usm..somon

* Price Includes PARTS, LABOUR, DELIVERY & VAT

1008 705K TOM CAT HD | AMIGA VIDEO DO IT YOURSELF

926 HELICCPTER LI MOTARCRORCE . (] 525 VIDED BSCRPT 239 SLIDESHOW MAKER ORIy O 5 repas |_Est. 14 Years |
- 337 SEALAMCE SUR L} 76 GLOBAL NUKE WAR [ 700 VIDEOTRACKER 5 DK [ 381 ADVENTURE MAKER * 24 hour turn-around on most repairs
' B11 CAR MANIACS PUZELER GAMES 148 5 - MOOVIE BB MAKE A DISE

Sed AIR WARRIOR
333 BATTLE CARS V2
1138 ML F. TANKS
SPORT GAMES
1014 CRATY GOLF

953 CHANEQUE I DISK
914 BN AN200 2 DHSK

MANAGER GAMES
| B58 THE SUPER LEAGUE

MUSIC MAKERS

[ 11099 QUADRAPLAYER
859 TEN PUZILES ROANZ |

[ 11066 MINDEERDERS 1

220 FUNK KEYBOARDS
431 RAVE KEYBOARDS
651 MED WORCHOF 58

442 MENL MAKER
585 2 D4SK PARNET
1032 MAX B.BS, KIT
1122 AGA TESTER
1123 WORLD HISTORY

* All upgrades purchased from us fitted free with repair
* Includes FULL DIAGNOSTICS, SERVICE AND SOAK test
* If drive or keyboard need replacing add £10

AMIGA A1200 Repairs only £52.99 - Fullv_.|r inclusive

| 366 GOLF 16TH 2Dk L L] 202 MED V3.2 VIRUS CONTROL
BI2 CRICKET AMDS V2 LI 876 SCOTTISH LEAGUE  [] 204 SOUNDTRACKER 506 ATI00 VIR K o A
: B30 TEW PIN BOWLING 310 TOP OF THE LEAGUE [ 729 DRUM MACHINE 160 MWK BLLS - -
| 104 FUTURE FOOTHALL L] 668 USA B4 SOCCER (DS [ 747 SONICORUMKIT o me s’ 1rrn riEs AS00 Internal Drive £30.85 AGOOA ZIJIIJ Enlnmal Drive £35.95
L TN IR SR B CNERTIR Tt 3 ok 10014 A500/600/1200 PSU £2850 [EXTERNAL DRIVE »===  £38.99
1000 SMGT.C 55 | 322 MICRO MARKET 518 MUSIC DATABASE DIIISD.?K'E ﬁYTSU?EL;IDH AS00 “Egbﬂﬂrd (LK) £4210 A520 Xchange Modulator £18.00
| 418 1000 CHEATS ;d.: :Lw s;:u 561 AUDHD EWGINEER il IR A2000 PSU £65.00 AS01 1/2Meqg Ram+Clk :51'.5..56
531 BACKDOOR V3 1 ELASSI'( POP - -
| wnswoniw QUZGAMES  Clomuioncou - 1B L_cups |{|__cus | HARDDRIVES .
' RIGAVE TAMER WS 3 11 S SR AREK, T 20 BN CLARC) 455 ENGREETS 8371 Agnus (A500) 68000 C £550 | | Quality 2.5 inch Inl HD <%
B0 MEGA CHEATS 716 POP MUSIC QUIZ 234 VIVALDI 2 DSk 356 ENGINEER'S KIT " ek
: 245 FIX DISK B3IT2A 1 Meg Agnus | Viden DJ-E A1200) &850 | | Suited for ABID & A1200 J’
£81 SIERRA SOLUTIONS 309 THE QUIZ MASTER 347 AMIGA-DEUS 8375 2 Meg Agnus | Miekstart 1. 2430 | |an Mbyte
019 GAME TAMER V2.1 452 WHEEL OF FORTUNE ] 213 DNGi CONCERT V2 165 HARDHAMAE MANLIAL B3T4 Alice (A1200) [ Mlehstart 1.3 £1680 | | o Mbyle
J 1118 P TO DATE W1 CHO33TAZQUIZNOT 1.3 L] 24 EXPRESSION W2 AMIGA EDUCATION 8367 Denise (AS00) | Kickstari 2,04 g2ea0 | | S0 TR
{ 1143 ROSTROMO V5 LOGIC GAMES 473 RHYTHM'S DANCER L 766 GEOGRAPHY 8373 Super Danise Kickstart 2.05 £28.80 vl
{ B3 EXIT 13 Ch 537 MATHS 5 DISKS Kicksiarl 3.1 (ASDD) E£88.00 170 Mbyie gmﬁgp
{ OVER 1B GAMES 029 COTTOMEYE SONG | 5719 Gary Rom Sharer BE.00 :H-'I] Mt 156
11 TERROR LIMER V1 118 DRAGONS TILES SAMPLES - MODS G644 ENGLISH 4 DH5K | B520 CIA (ASDDV+) #9500 | | MEW Modulators 429080 | e £196.00 |
712 TERROR LIMER 42 112 DRAGONS CAVE 660 KORG D1W B DISK 486 LANGUAGES 4 DEK 8520 CIA [ABB0S1200) £18.00 AR spaves ave factary lﬂl’m | i drives compiele with cable, |
4T JDKS ADVENT 1 323 0XYD LOGIC 118 HOLSE ) DISK 110 PLANETS 6 DISK 8364 Paula {ﬂiﬂ[ﬁ.ﬁ-:l E1L54 peming Commarions pavs. Al come | fitling instructions: estaikation [
1001 205K ADVENT 2 530 OTHELLD 206 SELECTION 7 DISK 304 ENGINES § DISK (8364 Paula [PLCC) #8870 | | wilt 12 monhs m#rfmn'-'.l | | software and 12 monis warranty |
1081 ADULT TEFRIS 1037 MARBLES GAME 647 SOUND £ 3 DISK 059 AMIGA TUTORIAL T ot R R = £
1145 ADULT BUMBERS 1035 ATOMIC GAME 519 DRUMS 2 [HSK 1125 20KS GLOBE FACTS hdd £1.00 PSP on chips, £2.50 P&P on drives & PSUs. We reserve the right lo relise repairs.

DISKS COST £1.25 EACH, NO MINIMUM ORDER, ALL VIRLIS FREE AND USER FRIENDLY
AN Games are on 1 disk and run on all Amigas unless othenwise stated,
PICK AN EXTRA DISK FOR FREE WITH EVERY EIGHT DISKS YOU PURCHASE

[ |
]
1
]
1
L
|
[ |
|
]
]
|
I
1
I
1
I
1
I
1
I
1
I
1
]
1
]
1
]
]
(|
]
[ |
1
1
I
1
]
1
]
1
]
[ |
]
|
il
1
I
1
I
1
I
I
I
I
I
]
I
]
I
]
]
]
]
]
I
: §42 SPACE INVADERS
I
]
(]
[ |
]
]
i
1
I
I
I
|
I
1
1
1
]
1
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
]
[ |
]
[ ]
[
[ ]
]
[ ]
I
[ |
]
]
]
[ ]
I
]
I
[ |
[]
[ |
1
[ ]
[ ]
]
[ ]
|
[ ]
L
]
]
[ ]
]
L
1
]

UNDERGROUND P.D., 54 CARMANIA CLOSE, SHOEBURYNESS, ESSEX 553 9YZ Tel: 0702 295887

Amiga Enmputlng

MOVEMBER

149495

DART —

o L 20

B e e, R R N S T L L e e Ce S ervices
E-ﬂ-durm..... DART CompeerServies (AL, 105 London Road, Leiestr LED 0PF __u,l-,;;;_,,’f.”fff.'f.'."?,i. i
L ............. Fostcode:.,




his month I'm adding the finishing
touches to the skeleton formill script
we've been working on [n recent issues
and tackling the last remaining probiem
area, namely the need to define identical pseudo-
constant’ terms in any procedure that uses them.

Defining an AResxx function as a procedure s,
for the most part, a good thing to do because
variables and data used within that function then
become hocal to the function [so cannot be
modified by anything that happens in other areas
of the code). In short, the function gets its wn
‘mecLtion ervironment’ and, as scripts get larger,
this procedural isolation becomes increasingly
Important. E

The difficulty, you may remember, is that there
are times when you'd actually like to have a few
items of data shared bebween routines that have
been marked as procedures, and this is
particularty so with vanables that have been set
Lp o provide static, i.e. pseudo-constant, data,
Lising 1. for example, shows two of the routings
from last month's code which bath requine ther
own CS jcontrol sequence introducer) variable
defintion.

As far as ease of maintenance etc., is
concerned, it would, of course, be far better if
that C3 definition existed in just one place in the
program! One solution to this dilemma would be
to define such iterns at the start of the program
and then pass the required variables as function
parameters, This approach is fine if you've anly
got ane or two temms that may need (o be shared,
but it would get very cumbersome If many items
were involved

As you probably know, ARexx provides an
‘Expose’ keyword which provides another
pathway for making particular vaniables ‘visible' to
a procedure. My approach for making static
variable definitions available to a procedure is
based on this keyword, but it's not just a matter of
explicity exposing each of the variable names in
tuem — it inviohves the use of ARexx's compound
varables

By defining a suitable stem and wusing this as
the bases for all static definitions. all that needs to
be done to make the whole set of pseUido-
constant variables ‘visible' to a procedure is to
make the stem itself visible using a single ‘Expose”

Coming soon

With the front-end form display code
now complete, it is possible to envisage
a number of uses for the routines we've
developed. A questionnaire program or
simple flat-file database utility are two
applications that come to mind and, in
a few months time, I'll be returning to
the script we've built over the last few
issues to explain how things like
random access file handling facilities
can be added.

For the immediate future, however, |
suspect it is probably best if we allow
some time for the quite complex ideas
of recent instalments to settle for a
while. Next month, therefore, I've got
something totally different for you - a
way of using a fully-fledged ASL file
requester in your ARexx scripts with
just a single line of code. Trust me - it's
an issue that you must not miss!

declaration. | tend to use the stem name g, |g for
iglobal | for these types of applicagons, and listing
2 shows the set of constant terms you'll find in
this month's CoverDisk example. You'll notice,
wihen you compare this month's code to that
given in the October ssue, that this technique
slightly reduces the size of the procedures. This,
however, i not where the real benafit fies. The
real advantage is that we end up with all pseudo-
comstant definitions defined m just one place
within the source, but eliminate the need to pass
or expase lots of individual variables

Stem expaosure is then an extremely useful
method fior making suitably defined data sets
available to a procedure. Another change made
in this month's example code (you'll find the full
script on the CoverDisk] is that the DisplayForm().
ClearFarm(|, ReadForm|) and Savelata|) functions
Rave now also been rewritten as procedures, and

Cursarkrite: Procedurs

parse arg window,r,c texts

E51 = "Mo's

eall Writechi{window, CSE(|r||"38"x][c||"48 1)
call Writech{window,texts)

return

ShoulnputField: Procedure
parse arg windew,r,c count
51 = 'ip'y

call Writechluindow, 50| |r]|*38" x| |c]| 48 x) /¥ position cursor */

call Writsehiuindou, Copiee('., count)}
return

The display may look the same but
underneath the surface some
significant code changes have been made

you'll notice that I've been able to make the
whaole set of field definitions available to these
procedures by just exposing the [ stem.

Listing 1: Because

these two routines
have been created as
procedures they both
need their own C5I1
pseudo-constant
definition

{* inverse video style command */
I* inverse off command */

/* italic text style command */

i* italic off command *f

I* bald text style ccmmand */

I* bold off command */

/* underscore text style command */
I* underscore off command */

g BOLD_ON||'EX AW PLE-SCREEN=-FORN||gBOLD_UFF
9. ITALIC_ON| | Please enter the following data carefully!'|]|o.ITALIC_OFF

8. TRUE ]

9. FALSE =1

g.00 = '0h'x

9. BACKSPACE = '"Ii'x

q.SPALE = 'y

g. AFPRDY = 'TE'y

a.E5C = '8y

gLl = 'Oh'y

g.BACKEROUNE = g, C5L| )" etal 52 x| | 4d"a
g.CELL_COLOGR = g LI ] 56 x) " 52 x| |"6d" 1
0. INVERSE_ON = g CSL||"37 x| 6d"n

o IRVERSE_DFF = g LSE| 1" 32 | 1V37 x| | *6d*a
9. BTALIC_DW = g.CSL] ("33 x| | 6"

g ITALIC_OFF = g 05T | 32% )" 35 x| |"6d"n
g.BOLY_ON = g CSL[]"31 || 6d s

9. BOLD_OFF = g OSE| | 32% "5 x| | 6d"x
9. UNBERSCORE_ON = g, C80]] 34" x| ]"8d"x

g UNDERSCORE_OFF = g, E80) 32 ] 1"34°0) | "6d
§. SCREEN_PRONPTY ]

§. SCREEN_PRONPTZ =

. SCREEN_PRONPTI = TENVE DATA [Y/N) 1
q.SCREEN_PRONPTA = "D0 ¥OU WISH TO ENTER RORE DATA (Y/N) 2'
9. SCREEN_PRONPTS = ! -

Cursorlrite: Procedurs eaposs 9.

parse arg window,r,c,textd

call Writechiwindouw, g.C8L|1e] | 38" x| [c]| 48" x)
call Writechiwindow,texts)

returs

ShowlnputField: Procedure expose g.
parse arg window,r,c,count

call Writechluindow,g.C50)|rl]"30 x| c]| '48"'x) /* position cursor */

tall Writechlwindow,Copiest®.' counth)
return

Listing 2: The example program's static
variable data set in its new stem based form

Listing 3: The

modified versions
of the routines shown
in listing 1
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That got your
attention
didn't it! OF
(ourse, what
Paul Dueraa is
talksing about
this month is
ARexk stem
uariable
eHposure, but

you knew that
didn't you




COILOUR KITS

need bo print in colour, inchuding superb software. The colour kit is simple to use, the rib

iz automatic, you do not have to manually align. PRINTS AS G

1008081/ 1123 1124, Epson FXBI, FX100, LOBNK! etc., Citizen 1200+, NEC Ph, Pé+. PMlease note colour kits come complete with coloured ri

AS COLOUR PRINTER. If your printer is niod listed below mt

for M ON() PR]NTF RS

Ever wished you'd bought a colour printer inslead of a mona one? Wouldn't it be nimum it pichites in colous? Now you can with Amiga "Flexilolor Kit”, Each Amiga FlexiKitor kit comes complete with everything vou

fit exactly the same way as your black ribbons 2o it will not affect your guarantee. Also on all models listed below paper alignment
, Amiga Hexikolor kits for Star LCR0, LC20, all Star 24 Pin. Panasonic
; .ﬂunltbirhdmg now included in softwane.

COMPLETE KIT £3955

FLEXIDUMP 3

NO MORE BANDING!
NO MORE WHITE LINES!
COLOUR GRAPHICS LIKE
YOU'VE NEVER SEEN BEFORE!
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EPSON STYLUS 800, 1000. CANON BUBBLEJET BC-01,
BI10DE/EX/SX, BC02, BJ200, BJ130, BJ300, BJ330.
OLIVETTI JP150, 250, 350. CITIZEN PROJET.

& Refll Kit 120ml pure black ... £16.90
CANON BIC 600, BJC 4000

20 Refill Kit 130ml pure black ...l £16.99
EPSOMN STYLUS four refills 120ml pure black .......... 16,99

TRICOLOUR REFILL KITS FOR H.F. DESKJET RANGE
Canon BJCa00, BIC4000 etc. 10 Refills of Yellow,

Magenta & Cyan 180m].. o £24.99
EPSON STYLLS TRICDLDUR reELIl 2 reflllr. n{

yvellow, magenta & cyan 180ml .. i Ly e b 24,99
Print Head Recovery Fluid for 1|nhl:1k|ng

nozzles.......ooee- SR 1. 1. |-

Imiportant: Please state h-'p-L ‘when uT:it'rln;_.,

<1'n1-|."|.l. tor CARE ELECTROMICS or use Access )/ ‘\1-~

CARE ELECTRONICS

Dept AMC, 15 Holland Gardens, Garston, Watford, Herts, WD2 6JN. Fax: 01923 672102 |

N ORDER LINE ON 01923 894064

mmlf
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE |

SPECIAL RE-INK

For Panasonic 1080,/81, 1124, 1180, 2123, 2135, Star
LC2009 Pin, Epson LQ100, Oki 182,/390. Black bot-
tle will re-ink 1004 ABBONS -.oooooc oo 9%

BLACK PRINTER RIBBON RELOADS

Just take the top off, take out the old ribbon and
reload it with a new one,

Citizen Swift/ ABC/ 120D 5 black reloads..........£9.5¢
Star LC10/20/100 5 black reloads ....
Star LC24 Range 5 black reloads.... !
Seikosha 1900,/2400,/5L95 5 black neluadb .......... E‘}' ay
Epson FX8(/LQB00 Range 5 black reloads.......£11.95

T-SHIRT PRINTING RIBBONS

PRINT ON NORMAL PAMER IRON ON T-SHIRT

4 Colour Citizen Swift/ ABC /240
4 Colour Citizen Swift {Rr]nadj
4 Colowr Star LC10.... k
4 Colour Star LC00 9 ]":ln i
4 Colour Star LCH00 % Pin |,R|:lnad:|
4 Colour Star LC200 24 Pin...
4 Colour Star 24 Pin [Relmd‘.l
1 Colour Star LCI0 .. :
1 Colour Star LE200 9 Pu‘l
1 Colour all Star 24 Pin.....
1 Colour Epson FXB0/ LQ—IEG-’MKED
1 Colour Epson LX80..............

1 Colour Epson FX100 ...
1 Colour Panasonic IC.‘-'.I" 1L'IHL1
Wide range of other ribbons av ailable

AFS  Units
1780  Files/Sec
10?3- k/sec




he Internet is big. | don't really mean
big, | mean BIG! It's got millions of
files, it has millions of users. It has
nilions of home pages. How the blazing flip
ye you going to home in on the pages which
ake your interest if you can't find them. It's not
g0 much like a needle in a haystack as a needle
haneedle factory.
| Fortunately, we have a little bit of
jechnology on our side. Search servers, or
igarch engines as they are sometimes called.
ke all the hard slog out of finding a link you
e looking for. Want to find out all the Star
fek sites? Just type STAR TREK into a search
gngine and about 15 setonds later you have a
hotlist of sites catering to the trekker tastes.
fant all the sites about UFOs? Type UFD and
jou'l have more pictures and text about LFOS
than Fox Mulder has in his downstairs privy. If
ou need anything on the Internet, a search
EngINe is your marn.

Mast of the criginal search engines started
put as lists of sites, just classified fists which
snabled you to scroll through topics and pick
off the ones which took your fancy. Now the

lalkse me to "™

your header

Web has grown a thousand-fold since then and
those old lists and lists of lists have grown a
little bit long in the tooth. What was needed
was a way to search the fists and give the user
a sorted list of those entries only containing the
keywords. This was possible using scripts which
can generate HTML pages and squirt them to
you at your browser, o sites like Yahoo and
Lycos were born.

As the months go by, almost every list-based
system has now moved over to a search
engine, 50 you can pretty much guarantee that
if a site exists, you will be able to find it within

about 15 minutes of goofing about with search
engines. In the old days it could have taken
days.

So off you go to Search Engine Space and
report back if you find any nice loany sites., |

want to have a crazy site corner, and I'm looking

for sites which make you laugh, cry, sick, make
your hair stand on end, in fact make you do
anything except go someplace else. Send your
URLs to: Phil South, Comms Column, Amiga
Computing, Media House, Adlington Park,
Macclesfield SK10 4MP. Look forward to hearing
from you.

Some goeod starting points

Yahoo - this is the fun one, and it has a lot of
very cool links, as well as some very good
serious ones. This should be your first stop,
and if you get fed up with not being able to
find what you want, then try some of the
athers.

http:/fwww.yahoo.com/

Lyeas - this is the big one, and I'm not [alking
about the Texas sale, The files here are huge,
in fact they have a small one for people who
haven't got all day, but the large one is the
best for Wide Area searches.
http:/fwww.lycos.com/

WebCrawler - a nicely laid out search
engine, and some good features to steer you

to the subject of your choice.
http:/fwww.webcrawler.com/

Submit It!

Submit It! - if you need to publicise your own
pages, then this is the place to do it, as it has
automatic connections to almast every search
engine on the planet. It i also a good source
far finding out which search engines there are
and where they hide. ICs fike a search engine
for search engines. [Damn that's confusing. .|
http://submit-it. permalink.com/submit-
it/

Aminet - this is the best way into Aminet. The
FTP route into WUArchive is always full, but
the Web access is usually open. Either try this
one or the German site, sometimes access is
quicker to the European mirrar,
http:/fwuarchive wustl.edu/~aminet

or

http://www.uni-paderborn.de/aminet

Imperial College - the Premier LK FTF site,
heing a mirror of the Sunsite network, so if you
have any other machines like Macs or PCs
hanging about |or indeed hungry emulators
needing software] this is where you can fill
your boots with more software than anyone
usefully needs.

ftp://src.doc.ic.ac.uk

ArchiePlex - this is an HTTP version of the
Archie server, an old Intermet thang which
used to be the best way to search for files. This
s a better way, but using similar technology. If
you can't find a file then this is the one for you.
http://sre.doc.ic.ac.ul/archieplexform.ht
ml

AllWeb - another Web page searcher. Not as
dynamic as the athers but occasionally it
comes up with a link the others miss. A search
engine is only any good If people post their
web address to it.
http://web.nexor.co.ul/public/aliweb/se
arch/dec/form.htmil

Richard G. LHommedieu, Jr. Home Page
- although not a search engine as such, it
does have the best collection of Amiga
graphics links anywhere on the Web, as far as |
can see. It's a well maintained site and Richard
seems to know his onions. And 3D programs.
And he looks good in a dress. [| was kidding
about the dress part.]
http//www.pb.net/~limg

-
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of search
engines and
why you
should use one
or more of
them



The largest and most highly praised collection of high
guality DTP & DTV PD & Shareware in AMIGA history!

We have seen almost every Amiga CD title in existence and sadly, the general trend appears to be "shovel as much data on as possible and 1o hell
with the quality” The majority of these CDs are also developed as multi platform CDs and while this may advantageous for the company selling
them, the end user is faced with a CD containing a high proportion of files that he probably can’t even use. So what is left?...a CD containing
loads of badly orgamised directories filled with low quality (in some cases even pathetic) graphics. Being a little dissapointed, the user then looks
in the font directories and finds...a massive task on his hands...he has hundreds of fonts (that are probably duplicated many times) and no way of
knowing what he’s got! The poor end user is then literally forced into loading every individual font into an application, just to see what fonts he's
actually got! If that wasn’t bad enough, he then, quite possibly, discovers that most of the fonts have missing and/or corrupt files!

Some of these so called CD developers even get away with "shoveling” data from their old CDs to new ones and releasing the new CD as
"Professional” We could go on and on and on, but why bore you with something you already know? We genuinely feel that the current situation
stinks and we at EMC are aiming to set the standard on which all data CDs on the Amiga will be judged. A big claim you say? Well, here’s a
brief insight to what will be included on the EMC CDs and how the data will be organised...

Firstly, these CDs are aimed directly at Amiga users, and are not designed for multi platform computer use. This means that you won't get CDs
loaded with PC files that you cannot use! To aid in the rapid location of font, clipart & image data, each of the 3 €Ds will contain...IFF font
preview screens for EVERY font (regardless of it's format) you simply click on the preview icon to SEE the font! The clipart and image
directories have been FULLY sorted and ALL directories include full [FF preview thumbnail index screens (and also descriptive filenames)
Purchasers of the CDs will also have the option to buy a typeface book, published especially for the EMC CDs, containing font printouts!

The RRP price for each CD is £24.99 + £1.00 UK pp

For First class recorded Airmail...Europe add £4.00 pp & Rest of World add £6.00 pp

The second disk - EMC PHASE 2 - will be released on...Monday 6th November 1995

E.M, CDMPUTEHGHAPH!C’S PHASE 2 RELEASE DATE: 6th November 1985
PR/ Charewnre Lilaary CD Collection FONTS Adobe Typel EMC volumes 17, 27, 29 & 77
G {with postscrpt & alc files) EMC volumes 25, EE, ﬂﬂ, 31 & 82
Colour EMC volumes 48 & 48 and 71 Imagine compitable Type 1 Fonts

CLIPART Fully sored into sub-directories (number of directories listed in brackets)

IFF Alphabet{4),Borders(16), Buildings(6), Cartoons(17), Computer(7), Education (5),
Electric{6), Food (90), History (5), Natural (59), Space&SciFi (3)

IFF Col  Fruit, World Maps (of every country on Earthl), Ships. Vegetables

GEM Arrows & Stars, Borders, Buildings, Clipart, Office, OtherStuff, Photo, Transport.

IMG Animals, Cartoons, Food, CtherStuff, People, Plants, Sports, TheArs, Transport,
xmas.

IMAGES in IFF 16/256 calour and Ham interiace formats

America, Babylon5, Birds, BorisV, Britain, Dogs, Egypt, EQuest, Famous People, Girls,
Kelly, Military, NightBreed, Panoramas, People, SciFi, Terminator, Textures, Star Trek
(TNG), V, Water Scanes, Wildcats. World, World People and over 70 megabytes of 736 x
566 Video Backdrops in IFF 16 & 256 colour formats,

PHASE 1  avaisie now . e2490 4+ pp PHASE 3  reieaseoate: January 1996

FONTS  Adobe Typel EMC volumes 4, 5,6, 7 & 16 FONTS  Typel EMC volumes 78 79, B0 1
GG jwitn pestseren & i fles) EMIC volumes B, 8, 10, 23 & 24 Elyll_zl':llwul- Bostacriol & mio ||-:e::: EMC %{;&,3&5 B3, B4, 85, BG & 87
Prnle&sm:gal Draw EMC volumes 18, 19 & 20 Pagestream EMC volume 3, 200 IFF colour Clipfonts
and 52 IFk Cliptonts and all our previously unreleased Type1, CG and ColourFonts

chPAHT Fuily sorfed imo sub-direciones (number of direciories sted in brackals ) CLIPAHT Fuly sorted inlo sub-diraciorkes (hurnbes of direciooes [Eied n Brackals)

IFF Animals (114), Fantasy(27), Music(12), People(73), Religion(12) IFF Events (45), Military (26), Misc (33), Sport (37), Transport (35),
IFFCaol Birds, Cars, Cats, Dinosaurs, Dogs, Fish, Horses, LionKing Work (37) and World (41)

Music, Planes, Repliles IFF Col  *Flowars, Insects, Mammals, Trees, Xmas
EPS Animals, Buildings, Computers, Food, Logos, Office, People, :

Transport, USA, World
IMAGES [in IFF 14 coécer Ham irfariacs and IFF 256 coloar Srmans]
IMAGES  (in IFF 18 colour. Ham intsslace and FF 258 colour farmat Bikes (Motor), Boats, Castles, Cats, Classic Cars, Dungeons and Dragaons, Dr
Animals, Balloons, Blake?, Cars, Conan, Dragon Lance, Fantasy, Horses, Whao, Star Trek (D59), Fractals, Girls, Greece, Hunks, Heavy Metal, Italian
Natural, Planes, Hacing, Hendars, Rephles SnowScenas, Space, Star Trak Cars, Movies, Robots, Starwars, Waterlife, White, Woodrotie and over 67mb of
(TOSEMovies) Trains & 67+mb of 736 x 568 Video Backdrops in IFF 16 & 736 x 566 Video Backdrops in IFF 18 & 256 colour formals.
256 colour fonmats

OTHER STUFF s I
All Pagaesiream3 updates to version 3.0H, Complete Opalvision2.3b update, DON T EUY THESE CDS'

9 third part [ utllitles. Typesmith2.5 -] .|t you are looking for poorly organised CDs filled with low grade clipar,
I1:Iem|l:|r. f%aregﬁpjséj“;; 53,’,1191P§iTRgi;:$;B§:§ grbdﬁPﬂm BRpean graphics that can only be classed as pathatic and cormupt font files OR If you

want GDs that are filled with PC files and padded out with Iha and dms archives!

PHASE 2 PRE RELEASE OFFER...£19.99 +pp...ON ORDERS RECEIVED BEFORE 3rd NOVEMBER

Credit card and postal order orders will not be processed/banked until the day of CDs release & CDs will be
dispatched the same day. Cheque orders are subject to 5 working day clearance before dispatch.
If you wish to receive your CD as soon as possible after it's launch, we require written permission allowing us to

bank your cheque 5 working days prior to the CDs launch date.

E.M.COMPUTERGRAPHIC

8 EDITH ROAD, CLACTON, ESSEX. CO15 1JU
Tel : 01255 431389 Fax: 01255 428666




owdy folks, This month I'm going to
take a break from the normal tutonal
format of this column and have a look
at a collection of structured clip art for Amigas.
If you remember, back in issue B8 we had a
look at the differences between structured
[otherwise known as vector| and bitmapped
clip art. We also had a ook at the various
formats supported by Amiga software, and the
collection | am looking at today is all in EPS
farmat. This means you should be able to use it
in Final Whiter, ProPage, PageStream, and
many other packages. If your program is like
ProPage. all you will see on screen is a box, but
Final Writer and PageStream both have the
ability to ket you see the graphic as it really is.

Even if the software you use doesn't support
EPS format clip art, all is not lost as Arworks -
the company that produces the clip art - kindly
supplies an IFF ILBM version of the clips for use
in programs like DPaint and the fike, The set
Artworks have supplied me with is the second
volurne in a three set series — Badges, Banners,
Bubbles and Bursts - but they have also sent
me the manuals for the other twio volumes,
Frames, Cormers, Strips and Motifs, and Signs
and Symbals,

HIGH QUALITY

The quality of all the dipart in each volume
is outstanding, with some very useful images -
credit card symbols in the Signs and Symbois
volume being particularly handy for laying out
your own adverts, etc. Each volume is
accompanied, as | have already said, by an
gight-page manual which shows a greyscale
printout of every dlip included in each
collection. The clips are arganised into
directories and then numbered, 50 you will
need to make sure you keep the manual in a
safe place if you are to have any idea which
clip you are using.

Each volume also comes with useful advice
fior Final Writer users, explaining how to display
a proper image rather than a cross box, and
reminding the user that EPS images can take a
long time to load and print for unaccelerated
Amiga owners. Hmm, perhaps | should have
said ‘owners of unaccelerated Amigas
instead... no, Il leave it the way it is.

The bitmapped versions of the clip art are
somewhat disappointing as they are only
usable at screen resplution, | was really rather
hoping for big bitmaps that could be scaled
down 1o print at printer resolution, but | guess
Artworks is only really offering the bitmaps as a
s0p to Amiga owners not willing to part with
the necessary dosh to get software that is EPS-
compatible. The volumes are also available in
ProDraw format for those
who cling to Gold
Disk's products,
and each set

retails at £19.95
simgly or £17.50
if you buy two or
more.

Another

piece of software that

recently hit my doormat
which is partially
related to DTP, but is

o And the first
prize goes to

Bursting
the bubble

PUBLISHIG

also useful systermande, is Gordon Fecyk's ATM.
Yes, it's a system patch to allow any program o
use PostScript type 1 fonts. but no, ATM
doesn't stand for Adobe Typo Manager, Adobe
being too shortsighted to allow Gordon to use
their name. 50 ATM stood for Amiga Typeface
Manager. But Adobe didn’t like that, so now
Gordan has changed the name to ATE - Amiga
Typeface Engine.

The patch uses the famous Post.library and is
quite simple and transparent to all software that
also works with CG fonts. And aithough ATE is
still at a beta stage as | write this, it is actually
faster than the way CG fonts get calculated and
displayed. If you want ta contact Gordon with a
view to having a look at his software, or to
express your support in his fight with Adobe,
then drop him a line:
gordonf@freeniet vancouver.bc.ca

Lastly, there should be a datatype on our
CowverDisk this month that will prove useful to
desktop publishers. Datatypes are, of course,
only usable if you have Workbench 3.0 or

+ A picture out as IFF from Multiview, this tool

Following on
from the
discussion a
couple of
months ago,
Franks Nord
lookss at some
structured

tlip art

Travel,
bursts, oh
yes, it's all here

above, but since Warkbench 3.1 offers some
great advances aver Workbench 2, especially for
graphics card owners, | expect most of you
reading the column will be able to use the
datatype. The datatype in question allows you
to view complete character sets for a font, a
type preview if you will, and since you can save

should be a nice way of creating a library of
type previews.

It is also very handy to check for the
existence, or non-existence, of certain diacritic
marks like copyright symbols, quotation marks
and accented letters which are often not put
into shareware fonts, Obviously, this datatype is
reaily only for use with standard CG and
bitmapped fonts, and | haven't had the chance
to try it with ATE yet, but if it can deal with
postscript fonts as well, it would be very handy.
Of course, if you are running PageStream 3, you
have still got the type preview macro to use for
a high quality print out of all the postscript fonts
in your system.

Font o' the month

For a long time now it has been
common practice in magazines that
have a section devoted to DTP to have a
font of the month, so from this month
onwards, | will be looking for good,
unusual ar simply odd fonts to be
included in the selection. This deal is
open to anyone designing a bitmapped
or outline typeface and extra marks will
go to entries that incorporate a family
of fonts. Send your fonts to Frank Nord,
e/o Amiga Computing, Media House,
Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP

NOVEMBER 1995
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!1;‘}‘!1\!, !I'I!ld‘ll)! FREE PD SOFTWARE

SUPP S == AMIGA - PC - All Commodore ' i
Jl l l‘[l"u Subscnptmn&opmmbﬂrﬂﬁﬂuxanly PRESENTS:

Box of 50 Blank Call ! 131} “1 5436 or
Disks (including labels) £1§ (per 50) Write to 45 Brooksc Lm Glade, Croydon CRO 9NA
Pre Formatted DSHD Independent Commodere Preducts Users Group
Disks.. E22.50 (per 50)
TO00%% |_';._.';|r-.lr|.'|:!|:l.;.‘

Frea local delivery (10 mile radius)
All your comy pu:er neads catered for
Please phone or fax for [atest prices.

13,000 disk PD Library now available
PD prices all £1.00 per disk

Barry Voce Special Pack detalls
0115 9264973
11 Campion Street, Arnold, For every 10 Disks ordered choose1 FREE (p&p 75p) -
Nottingham NG§ 8GR ) o= B 1 The cloisters, H:ﬂ'ﬁ'L::LF;E:;‘AhE?ITf“rFum, Lararx. B B

(AMIGA BOOKS FROM DTB

THE AMIGA

| (G s
USER CLUB I\E‘VZII

— [ ”\';_“T" TITLES IN STOCK HM'“-"“

SOFTWARE B R O COTV THTLES COMPATIBLE WITH C

+ FREE PD! * THE BEST QUALITY PD & SHAREWARE
* Membership Discounts! The LEADER - 98
* FREE MONTHLY Newsletter! * W“f:&%ﬂf;ﬁ‘;:“w* 193
* Special Offers! * POST or PHONE ANY TIME! (1339
Send SAE for detalls or telephone FREE CLUE MEMBERSHIP EXH
EXAMPLE. Eﬂjgﬁi PICK YOUR OWN PROGRAMS! o
BY NAME NUMBER AND SIZE! £1299
SRy e iy IT'S EASY! ra
500k makes 1 bootable disk! e
00K makes | non-hootible disk! £1908
;‘;"r:'.;v”mz;g p FREELY UPDATED CATALOGUE

WITH FULL DESCRIPTIONS
J INDEX & VIRUS CHECKER ONLY £1!
We also supply Amiga Software /Hardware Phone for the LATEST PROGRAMS! ke St B
& i = 1-3 disks £1.50
to non members - telephone for details PO Rox 672 s rr:nrl.' c.ll'll cn DIS'I'!IIH“'IEH
h_m"u_m eccapin TiFar 01 ,Gh',,sm n‘!E _ﬁlm;‘ga u_s'._gr ﬂ]yb South Crovdon ONLY £1.25! Dept AC11, Capri House, 9 Dean Streel,

S

|-I| ll'..‘- e -I .-\.ﬁul r\p ol F I'.IuA-
Dyfed SA1B 3UY. iy e :
\ Tel: 0181-657 1617 @O TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

8 accidogio

Convert your Amstrad

ONI -&1..00

DIY MADE

, 6128 (CTM 644 /0) Picture Only £6.00 &10.00
464, 6128 (CTM La-lﬂl_ 0) ine. stereo speakers £51.00 £40.00
464, 6128 PLUS (CM14) Inc sound £9.00 £15.00
464, 6128 Green (GT-65) Pic Only &6.00 #10.00

ROLEPLAYER

Issue 3

Dept AMC, Hagars Elect rcl:ru- 5, 127 High Street, Sheerness, Kent ME12 1UD
Tel /Fax 017 Money back approval P&P inc.
Chegue /P O /Access /Visa /Switch Delivery 2 Days

% Quality Public Domain & Shareware software, including the very best demos,
WI N Campaign Cartogtrapher ::Tr:\f;m:: and wtils. Also a large selection of graphic files, 3D objects, samples

& Mew files obmined daily from BBS's around the country and also from the
Internet. R

Aadh ol —-'f
& Ower 5,000 disks to choose from. N mr;:c. -~ T
X Disks only £1 each, 75p P&P per order. — n:, rl T"‘

% Orders over £10 not inc. P&P receive free Xmas Pack val'ue £5

CONMTACT: PD CITY, DEPT. AC, PO BOX 19, WIDMES, CHESHIRE WAB 95

Future Roleplayer, 8 Woodsetts Rd,
North Anston, Sheffield, S31 TEQ

TELEPHOME: OP71 SOBT4AP

To place an ad on this page call Barbara Newall on 01625 878888. Free typesetting service available



LU
I'I'I'I-

m always getting letters asking me

how to do this or that in Amos, like

How can | write a game of
Defender? or ‘'can you show me how to
emuilate the bouncing palls in Ping Pong?', or
How do you do that trick with the characters
de-rezzing in Robotron?’ | tell you, it's a never
ending struggle for sanity in this house. What is
worse is that haif the time, people don't want
to know how to code, they want me to write
the program for them and put it on the disk
they send me. Forget it, buster It's my job to
teach people how to code, not do the work for
them. Tskl Some people.

But just when | was resolved never to do the
dirty work for anyone again, | got a letter from
an a Amiga Computing reader - R Bellows of
Edinburgh - who asked: "I've tried as hard as |
can to make a ball bounce around the screen
like it does in Pong or those Arkanoid clones
How do you do it 5o it looks good?™ Okay, all
right, | give up. Here is my way.

Pong, or Ping Pong, was one of the first
games ever devised as a Computer or video
game, and it was certainly the first video game |
owned, | don't know about you = but then I'm
sad and old. The thing which always fascinated
me about the game was the way the ball
bounced around the screen. It seemed (o
simulate a real ball bouncing around, which of
Course Is incorrect because real balls bounce in
three dimensions not twio. But as a 20 game of
ping pong it wasn't at all bad

It was quite a few years later that a friend of
ming, | think it was probably Aaron Fothergill,
showed me how to compute bouncing things
with vectors, The example is as follows:

Curs OfF @ Hide
Paper 0

Imput *X Vector “:BAF
Imput *Y Wector "; YR
tls 0 : Bar 0,0 To 3,3

t Flash OFff ¢ Cls 0 ¢ Imk 4,6 @

bet Bob 1,0,0 To 4,8
ls 0
XE=160 : YE=100

While 18>0 and %0<32d and YH>D and TE<200
Bob 1,08, 70,1

Wait Vbl
IF=Xa+Ri8
TH=Ya+010
bend
Emd

0034

SuperPONG

Pong was one of the
first computer games

What's

that pong?

You begin by specifying the start X and Y
direction between -8 and 8, and this tells the
sprite which way to go. Leaming how the
vecions behave in bwo dimensions is one way of
learning how to compute them in 3D, which
makes for some pretty fancy 3D game ideas

A separate routing, which is sort of related to
that, is the Flip Flop, where a vaiue is flipped
one way and back again. Try this:

=1 D=}
Cars OFf ¢ Flash Off ¢ Cls 0
Ink 4,4
Bar 0,0 To 15,15
Get Beb 1,0,0 To 16,16
tls 0
bouble Buffer
11
#eb 1,%,100,1
Wait Wbl
I=14b1
1f %e=0 or D>=319
bE==31
Ead If
Leap

This is a simple example of bouncing a ball on
the side of the screen. Add these things
together and what have you got? A lot of code
which doesn't go together to make a game?
Yes, you'd be right there, But you have the
seed of a game. You have a couple of processes

Okay, Pong me:

Let's see your Pong games then. Write a game based on the principles we've
discussed, and write a simple Pong game. Add a scoring mechanism, a method of

repeating rounds and starting a new game or finishing the game all together, and
put it on a disk. It shouldnt be terribly long, so I'll print the best ones in a future
issue. To give you a little incentive, the best one gets a copy of my book ‘Mastering
Amiga AMOS', and if you're particularly unlucky I'll sign it too. That'll teach you.

Ping Pong

doesn't have
te be just mono
and two

- - dimensional

that work. All yvou need to do is to put them
together. You can’t? Doh! Do | have to do
everything? Okay.

You set the sprite off in a random direction
from the centre of the ‘court’, okay. You do this
simply by making the input values to the vector
random. Mext, you check the sprite wvia collision
detection and checking the numbers:

1= or 1=320

to see if it hits the bat or a goal line. If it hits the
roof or the floor, the top and bottom of the
screen, you simply flip the Y co-ordinate so it is
going in the opposite direction. 50 imagine the
ball 15 going up to the top at 45 degrees. Both
the X and ¥ co-ordinates are increasing. Then
the ball hits the side. Flip flop the ¥ co-ordinate
and make it go down and the ball appears to
bounce off the roof of the court

Write stuff

If you have any other Amos programs or
queries about Amos, then please write to the
usual address, which is: Phil South, Amos
Column, Amiga Computing, Media House,
Adlington Park, Macclesfield 5K10 4NP. Please
send routings on an Amiga disk with notes on
how the program works on paper, not as text
files on the disk. Make the routines short
enough (o appear in print, i.e. no more than
about 30-40 lines of code, and if possibile make
them use no external graphics. If they can't be
used without them then be sure to provide
them on the disk in native IFF format, and the
same goes for sound files, Follow these
guidelines and you'll be sure of making me a
happy man if nothing else,
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Petra Software

30 Hartington Road, Southampton,
Hampshire SO14 OEW.

Check out the advertisers index to
see the Amiganuts double page
spread advert to find out how to get
hold of the brand spankin’ new
AMOS AGA extension and AMOS
Dialog procedures.

Petra Software is the new born baby
of Amiganuts PD, and will be supply-
ing excellent commercial programs
at excellent prices.

For more info, please call Joe at
Petra Software

TEL: 01703 348 943
FAX: 01703 366069

WIZARD GAMES

| NORTH MARINE ROAD, SCARBOROUGH, NORTH YORKSHIRE. YO0 1 TEY. Tel: 01723 376 586

ANY 3 FOR £20.00
Fun School I (B+/6-8lunder &) Rooad KE1 (A1 200)
Fury of the Furies Shadow Warlds
Guardians (A | 200} Sl-eep Wialleer 40 300)
Heroquest + Witchlord Soccer Kid
Inter Cipen Golf (A 1200) Serip Pot (A1200)

10 Ineelligent Strazegy Games
Addanms Family

Bartle Toads

Bubble & Squeak
Choacwiser A | 200

Cowver Garl Poler |Jamies Pond 2 (& 200} Tactical Manageritalia/Scortizh
Crash Dumemies K240 Top Gear A | 200/A500
Crysual Dragon Kick Off 3 Europa ASDD Towar of Souls (A 200)
Cybercam 1 Legacy of Sorasil Traps & Treasures
D-Genaration Man Ued League Champs Triwlal Pursuit

Dedune Strip Poker Marvins Adventures (A1 200) Trolk

Dennis & | 200 Microprose Galf Turrican 3

Dispomable Hero Mapobeonics Wital Light

Esropean Champions F/Ball NI.I,#II.‘)’ Cines "l'nf:gql. aof Discovery
F15 Scrile Eagla 2 Mick Faldo ‘Wambley Int. Soccer
Fat Man (A | 200) Ot co Lunch Winoer Superiporm
Football Glary Premier Manager 3 (AI200A600) Zool 2

When Ordering please give one alternative also which Amiga

CD32 ANY 3 FOR £20.00

Barde Toads Fire and lce Morph Seven Gates of fambala

Beavers Fireforce Maughty Ones Shadow Fighter

Bubba 'n' Seix Flyhasrdir Migel Mansall Sleep VWalker

Bubble & Squeak Fury of the Furries Ot 1o Lunch Soccer Kid

Casthe 2 John Orwerkill + Lunacy Serileer

Chuck Reck | Fid Chaes Perwer Games Super Meshane Beos

Clochkwizar Lictha Dhiwil Premicr Time Table History

Deepcore Man Ued Robocod Top Gear 2

Drank Maan Arenns Semible Soccer Zeal |Zosl 2
Beneath a Seeel Sky - Amiga/CDL L1499 Semible Go¥.... . .. . £18.00
Elive 1 - Amiga’CD31..... i ’ Shadow Fighter LE10.00
Gloom & 1200 [Dnnm} Simon the Sorcerer - Fnl!ﬂﬂ MCU]Z L1600
GOBIRE 3 ..o i e L Sup.r:l:ldmarh: Z e | 7,99
Manchester Linited The Double... ... £1299 UAtimate Soceer Manager A1200/AB0D..... £20.00
o s IR T Y T L1499 World Class Rugby 95 ... —...... e | 0,000

THIS IS ONLY A SMALL SAMPLE OF OUR SOFTWARE
Games subject to availability.
A PHOME CALL RESERVES YOUR ORDER.
Open & days a week 9.00 - 5.30
Price inc. P+P (U.K.)
Europe + £2.00 per game. Rest of the World £3.00,

Shop prices may vary. ﬁ
Cheques or Postal Orders payable to:VWizard Games.
WIZARD GAMES, | NORTH MARINE RD, SCARBOROUGH, N. YORKS YOI2 TEY

Tel & Fax: 01723 376586/503299
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ost people would agree that, quality-

wise, listening to internal sound-based

music through mast Amiga monitors

leaves a little to be desired. The
addition of multimedia-style speakers helps quite
a bit but to be honest. some of the offerings
currently available have quite limited tone
control circuitry. This, coupled with the fairly
mediocre speakers that are normally provided,
usually means that even once you've added a
separate speaker system there is still room for
Improvement

In most cases, all that's needed to improve
things are simply some better signal EQ
[equalisation) facilities. Boosting the bass and
treble end of a signal, for instance, can provide
some extra ‘punch’ that brings music to life. If
you can also controd the signal level being fed
into the speaker system, it's often possible to
further improve the sound quality.

This is exactly where a unit called the Little
Gem comes into its own. [t's a small
(7.5cm|W) x14cm(H] x3cm(D| two channel
audio mixer that provides independent
gain, high and low frequency boost and
cut, and left/right pan controls. The two
input and two output Connectars are
phono socket type (i.e, the same as the
Amiga uses) 50 when using the unit for
sound output controd, it's just a matter of
connecting the Amiga's sound terminals to the
Little Gemn via a stereo phono lead [not supplied)
and connecting the Little Gem outputs to your
existing multimedia sound system.

The unit itself is powered by a 9v PP3 battery
and you do need to remember to switch the unit
off after use, atherwise current will continue to
be drawn. Mains operation is also possible via
most everyday regulated power supplies, and
the Little Gem will operate satisfactorily

Whats it got?

® 2 channel in, 2 channel out
® Hiand lo EQ to +/- 12 dB

® Pan controls for stereo pesitioning of
channels

@& Battery or mains operation - takes no
power from the Amiga

#® Suitable for all Amiga models

e sa e .&L_

The internal cireuwit board layout
looks to be reasonably good

The Little
Gem mixer

anywhere between 9-18 volts DC, and accepts
any polarity

And that's basically it - you place the Little
Gem inta your signal line and binga, you
instantly get much improved signal level and
tone control, The other advantage of course is
that you also get full control over left/right stereo
panning which is particularly wseful for removing
hard left or right instrument panning in a song
If. say, all the percussion/drums or 2 bass line of
a song had been placed on the left stereo
channel, you could use the pan control to bring
those instruments nearer to the centre of the
stereo stage’, in all ikelihood producing a more

gem
miHe

natural overall sound output,
There are other uses for the Little Gemn as well
Maost sound samplers, for example, have little or
no signal EQ facilities, so unless the sound source
itself provides these, you're stuck with sampiing
whatever signal arrives at the sampler. Put the
Little Gem between the source and the sampler,
however, and you can then process the sound
befare it enters the sampler = and this often
allows you to improve the quality of the resuliing
sample

Thowgh fairly expensive (relative 1o the prices
of many of the Amiga sound systems around],
the Little Gem has made a good impression. The
construction inside is of reasonable quality and in
practice the mixing circuitry works well. Equally
important, the Littke Gem has very low noise
levels (in fact it's a5 good as some mixers costing
ten times the price]

In short, if you have any doubts about
whether you're getting the best possible output
from your existing Amiga sound system o not,
the chances are you aren't - and the Little Gem
could provide the perfect solution!

The bottom line

Product: Little Gem Micro Mixer
Price; £69-95 incl UK p&p
Overseas delivery — Europe add £4,
Rest of world, add E6
Supplier: Gillett Multimedia
Tel: 01353 669203

Ease of use H 10
Implementation____ 8
Value for money_____ B
Overall 9
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Paul Oueraa

takes a look
at a sound

mixer
designed
specifically for
use with the
fAimiga
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| ﬁ hite 30 programs like Light\Wave. Real
30 and Imagine can flaunt the kaws of
Physics and produce scenes

impossible in the real world, wher it Comes to

._ lighting a scene realistically there’s a lof to be

learned from natural, as well as theatrical, film

and television lighting.

In the real world, at least during daytime,
there is one predominant ight source - the Sun.
The way in which it lights our world is affected
by various factors such as the angle of the sun
n the sky, cloud and fog (and, increasingly.
pollution), objects casting shadows - be they
trees, buildings or mauntaing — the angle an
object presents to the Sun, the surfage
characteristics of lluminated objects, and the
manner in which light enters bulldings and
other ervironments

Unlike artificial lights, our relative proximity to
. the Sun and the strength of its ight means there
is little perceptible fall-off of the light intensity
with distance, though of course like all real light
sources, the Sun's light actually decreases in
swrength the further it travels away from its
SOUrce.

_ The Sun, while really a ‘point sm'l:eal’ﬁg‘!l.
|*  can be regarded on Earth as a paralieflight

' source because of the great distances involved,
Faraliel light sources emit rays which all travel in
the same direction, hence the term ‘paraliel’,
and because of the great distances involved and
the small area of Earth in relation to the Sun's
light cutput, the rays which hit the Earth are
effectively paralled rays. Sunlfight is ako scattersd

Fll.l.

7 walue |.--|-||uh|

CAMERA

KEY LIGHT SUBJECT
KEY LIGHT

I;I‘-J..
CAMERA

FILL' LIBHT
SUBJERT

A basic Koy and Fill lighting sefup.
Keep the ambient light to a minimum

gtep

Great-looking images can be obtained if
you follow a few simple lighting rules

Dby the physical emdronment it passes through,
inchuding the atmosphere, providing an amiient
light which adds a degree of fill' light to a
scene. 30 renderers allow the user to define
both ‘nomal’ and ambient light sources

50 you can see that the simplest real world
situation can be lit with just a distart light
SOUrCE [0 represent the Sun and some ambient
light to add natural fill. To enhance this a hittle,
iy adjusting the colours of the Sun and the
ambient ight away from the default white or

grey settings. One interesting combinaton 5

into

arangeyellow sunlfight (e.g. R255 G220 B150|
and blueish ambient light (try R150 G150 BI85
especially when shadows are also rendered
Experiment with other combinations to add a
different mood to your remders

Contact point

Gary Whiteley can be emailed as
drgaz@cix.compulink.co.uk.

Wnen it comes to interior scenes a new lighting pattern is needed,

Artificial light

mare soft fill. Again, vary the colour of the

lights away from the

snce the Sun is no longer likely to be the main light source. if indeed it
i5 present at all. In this case we need to simulate the effect of the Sun
with a "Key” light [so-called because it is the main light source), but it is
also usual practice to add one or more extria lights to provide fill to
soften up the shadows caused by the key light and to enhance detail in
the otherwise dark areas caused by using a single hight source,

The key light is the brightest light source in the setup and is usually a
point or distant (parallel) light source which s set to cast shadows.
Place it to onz side of the camera, about 30 degrees above and at a
reasonable distance from the main centre of attention. The absolute
distance of the key light from the subject depends on the strength of
the light and the 30 package you are using. In Imagine, a distance of
at feast 1000 units for a R200, G200, B200 light is recommended.

The Fill light Is around half the brightness of the key light, set on a
evel with the main subject on the opposite side of the camera to the
key light, but at an equivalent distance from the subject. It is usual for
this light to be set to cast NO shadows. Sometimes a second fill light
will be placed behind and to the left of the main subject to provide

standard default settings for more interesting results

Once the key and fill lights have been positioned, the rest of the
room/environment can be lit accordingly. Perhaps there are wall or
gther incidental lights, or maybe a small window. These shouldn't
contribute much to the main lighting setup but they should add
interest to the background and illuminate the rest of the scene to
produce the desired effect. You can also add some ambient light, but
remember 1o keep it to a minimum to avoid flooding out your main
[ights.

There will be situations where the key light might be a large, well-lit
window in a building, for example. In this case, position a fill light
where it most effectively softens the shadows and yet still enhances the
detail of the scene. Try different positions for the fill ight until you find
one which produces the most pleasing resules.

Obwviously, there are too many variations to go into here, so don't be
diraid to experiment. If you want more ideas, use the resources of your
local library and read up on film, theatrical and photographic lighting
to get more insight into fighting your 3D worlds.
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Lary Whiteley
eHplaing basic
lighting for 30
rendering




s long as your ad is ten words

or less, its absolutely free!

Should you want more space,

you'll find unrivalled value for

money = for instance, 25 words

cost just £E10. Fill in the form below and
send it to us with your payments [if
applicable] - and remember to include

your telephone number!

# Large range of PD software, send 2x1st
class stamps for disk catalogue to G.Davis,
14 Albany, Stonehouse, Glos, GLIO 2P5.

# Wanted: AS00 technical reference
manuals, (hardware, AmigaDO5| tel: 01283
512926,

# STAR LC200 colour printer E90. Tel: 01782
720335 after Tpm.,

# 2Mb A1200 expansion, £85. CO-ROM
drive, games, £130. Tel: 01983 290003.

# Call Virtual Visions BBS on 01322 663910
24hrs, Sysop Lew,

# Amiga 1200 contacts wanted. Contact
Craig, 24 Roosevelt Road, Durham DHT TPR.
# Wanted: AS0D Power Pack. Will pay £10
ono. Tel: 01235 521931,

# Wanted: night flying for A320 disk. Thalion.
Tel: 01 16 2386546,

# Speedball 2, Midwinter, Tomato game,
Flight Sims, others, £4 each. Tel: 0114

# Zimbabwe Amiga contacts wanted.
Contact J Marrison, 33 Kirkland Street,
Glasgow G20 65Y

Classifieds

2452804,
# Emplant board deluxe [PC & Mac), £E200
ono. Tel: 0114 2684887,

# CD-ROM software AMICDFS, £20.
Photoworx, £20. Call 01573 224632

anytime. '
# ABDO contacts wanted. Contact Bob, |
Ashley Drive, Banstead, Surrey SM7 2AG.
# A1 200 with hard drive and monitor,
Tel: 01322 663624,

# Piccolo 5D64 RTG board, 4Mb Zorro
E260. Tel: 01570 493440

# Communicator Il plus CDs, software,
€032, CO-ROM Converter, £40. AlsoCD3
14CDs, loads of software, plus Pad, £180.
Tel: 01908 274681,

Mame

Orcder Fforem

Addrass

Postcode

Telephone

# Amiga contacts wanted, Chris Jones, 34 Park
Street, Grimsby, South Humbs, DN32 70U

# Contacts wanted: John Piper, 42 Christchurch
Drive, Blackwater, Camberley, Surrey, Gul7
DHH.

# (D32 games, send SAE 1o J Castle, tremarran;
Ugper Torrs, lIfracombe, EX34 BAZ

# Amiga Amigo BES, Online 10.30pm-5am, 7
days, tel- 01236 763671

# Amiga contacts, Disk mag, contact - Mark, 7
Maosley Park, L'Derry, BT47 1HR

Cheques should be made payable to " Amiga Computing”

Please include my advertisement in the next avalable issue of Amige Computing. | confirm that the advert i not selling illegal cogees of
saftware or hardware that do not belong to me. | permit you to publish my address/lelephane number anly # | have included these
details within my advertisement copy. | am over 18 years of age {applicants under 18 must get a parent or guardian 1o sign below)

Remember to include your I
phone number/address in the
advert as well as on the form!

FAST AMIGA

REPAIRS

COMPUTER??

CALL FOR COLLECTION OR

EXPERTS FOR FAST RELIABLE
REPAIR OF YOUR AMIGA
FOR ONLY

£24-99 + PARTS

* NO OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE

FAULTY TROUBLESOME

PERSONALLY DELIVER TO THE

WE REPAIR TO COMPONENT LEVEL
A500, A600, 1200, 1500, 2000, 3000,

4000 & CD32
FREE GIFT WITH EVERY REPAIR BARGAIN HARD DRIVES
PLEASE SPECIFY FITTED 85/500 Mb .........CALL
DISK CLEANING KIT............. e e
ADD £5 REPLACE MOUSE............d
ADD £5 JOYSTICK SEGA STYLE...d

5% SUCCESS RATE ON ALL COMPUTERS

* DOOR TO DOOR COLLECTION OF YOUR COMPUTER
ANYWHERE IN THE UK

144 TANNER STREET, TOWER BRIDGE, LONDON SE1 2ZHG

Call FAST on 0171 252
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The Power CD-ROM for the Amiga
600/1200 plugs directly into the
PCMCIA port and provides a direct
5C51-1 and SCS1-11 interface, allowing
up yo six additional devices to be
connected, What's more the Power
CD-ROM features a '"Hot-plug’ which
allows you to connect and disconnect
the CO-ROM and any other additional
devices even when the Amiga is
switched on.

The CD-ROM drive comes with a 5CSI
interface, PSU, manual, audio lead,
mains lead and software which
includes Audio CD, CD32 Emulator,
MPEG Film Decoder and Photo CD

AMIGA 600/1200

x2 SPEED CD-ROM incsouirreL . .E199

¥4 SPEED CD-ROM mcsqumae. .£299

AIWA X2 SPEED incsouirreL . . . . E209
AMIGA 4000

DOUBLE SPEED CD-ROM ..E159

QUAD SPEED CD-ROM . ....... £259

AMIGA 4000 SCSI-INTERFACE . .£129

SCEI INTERFACE REQUIRED FOR A4000

POWER

quad-speed

- -
. -
® "

SCS1 1D COOLING
SWITCH FAN

1108 240V

double-speed

(R RY
ETTY

SC51 CONNECTORS

SCSH AUDIO
CONNECTORS

INIOUT

£54
AUDIO IN/OUT 80 watt

*DUAL SPEED CD-ROM CASING DIFFERS FROM ONE SHOWN

VIPER

LA R R R R NN NN NER N’

starting from

£119.95

The Viper 28 can have up to 128MB
RAM installed, full Kickstart remapping,
optional 5C5|-11 adaptor, on-board
battery backed clock, 68882 co-
processor, instruction and data burst
moades.

VIPER 28 MKIl BARE . ..... £119.95
VIPER 28 MKII ZME ... ... .£199.95
VIPER 28 MKII 4ME . ... ... £259.95
VIPER 28 MKII BME . .. ... .£399.95
VIPER 28 MKII 16MB . . . . . . £569.95

g
The Viper 50 can have up to 128MB
RAM installed, and the same features

as the Viper 28.

VIPER SOBARE ..........£199.95
VIPERSO2ME .......... £279.95
VIPERS04MB ...........£349.95
WIPERS08ME ...........£479.95
VIPER SO 16ME ..........£649.95

01234 273000 POWER COMPUTING LTD

44A/B STANLEY STREET wmum
01234 352207 BEDFORD MK41 7RW

£299

quad-speed
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£199*

dual=speed

CD-ROM SOFTWARE

LIGHTWAVE 3D ENHANCER . £55.95
CDBOOT 1.0 PR
WORLD INFO'S5 ....£E39.95
DA CAPO VOL 1 MUSIC MODULE .£25

FRESHFONTS Il ..o ovvvvnsvnins £17
GAMERS DELIGHT ...... ...E25
GOLDFISH2 ........... ..E25
LIGHTROM .......... £39
MAGIC ILLUSIONS .. ... £10
MEETING PEARLS VOL 1 £10
MEETING PEARLS VOL 2 £10
THE LIGHT WORKS £34
THE BEAUTY OF CHAOS £12
AMINETS ......... £12
AMINET SET 1 £25
CD-WRITE ..£39
FRESH FISH B SRR
GATEWAY vOL1 ...........E9.95

FPU's complete with crystal. Please
state for Blizzard compatibility,

20MHZ FPUPLCC ..........E20.95
33IMHZ FPU PLEC . .........£39.95
40MHZ FPU PLCC .. ........E6D.95
S0MHZ FPU PGA ..........£B89.95

SCSI-11 INTERFACE rvieer none £69.95
4MB SIMM R
BME SIMM e

A1200 BMB RAM card which uses 1 ¥
32 SIMMs and is PCMCIA friendly.

PC1208 BARE . . . v £59.95
PC1208 1MB PSS 1 |
PCIZOB2MB .. ... £129.95
PCI20BAMB .. .......:.:. £189.95
PC1208 8MB ............E329.95

WARP ENGINES



Imagine a world where light
doesn't move in waves...

CinemadD

e ———

rEW SENE M

B B L

Free Cinema4D Demo Disk

Please send me some more information on Cinemad D,
and my free demo copy of the program. The demo is
compatible with any Amiga running Workbench 2.04
{or higher) and with 2Mb, or more, of free memory,

MName

Address

Post Code

You can also obtam g Cinemad D - dewmo pack
by calling HiSoft, freephone, on 0500 223660
A

HiSoft Systems is proud to present Cinema4D - a new world of
Amiga ray-tracing. Cinema4D is packed with power-user features
that will satisfy even the most demanding users. Moreover, at £199
inc., Cinema4D does not carry a power-user price tag.

Cinema4D provides an easy-to-use multi-tasking editor replete
with every conceivable option including window-based realtime
interactive modelling, modelling directly in 3D, basic and complex
primitives with uncountable variations, easy object manipulation,
moveable tool, object and texture lists, definable object hierarchies,
optimised versions for 68020 (A1200 etc.) & FPUs and much more!

The Cinemad4D animator brings you even closer to the world of
"virtual reality”, breathing life into objects and scenes. It doesn't
matter whether you want to have your spaceship dock with a new
spacestation, or take a tour around the darkest dungeon - with
Cinema4D 1t's so simple. With just a few mouse clicks you will
have your objects move realistically through time and space.

Cinema4D runs on all Amigas with a minimum of 3MB RAM, and
Kickstart 2 or higher. Cinema4D supports all Amiga and graphic
card modes (HAM, HAMS, 24-bit,etc.) and recognised file formats
(Imagine, Sculpt, DXE Reflections, etc.).

The world-beating Cinema41) is

available from all good Amiga o
software dealers, priced at £199 inc. l w

If you experience any difficulties
phtaining Cinema4D), you can order S Y S T E M S

free by telephoning our order

hotline on 0500 223660, armed with The (_f_ﬂd School, Greenfield
your credit or debit card or vou can Bedford MK455DE UK
send us a cheque or postal orders. Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181
Please add £3 P&P for despatch 1o Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716
addresses within the UK, £6 for |I]‘_|'.:-C|"!l|q'._:'_l'..|:'|i'l,_.: :J_nrrpulfuﬁ._.; 0.1k

next day delivery (if goods in stock).
& HiSaft 1995, E&OE



