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Full commercial productW O R T H  £ 6 0
CygnusEd

the fastest Amiga text editor
in the world

Weeks with W91.3, 1Mb

gnusEd
Double software package
CygnusEd
the complete
commercial
text editor

-  stunning Mande;trot program
P L US : Te x t  Read - excellent text viewer
I FFMaster  -  MUI IFF chunk manipulator

Works with W92.04, 1Mb
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The Amiga
at the  heart

of a monster

•

November
1995

-  animated cloud generator

A T I  - r  ' PostScript font engine
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Pile -  MU! image cataloguer
Tili l laVU• Windows video viewer
Fl a k  - best Amiga RI  viewer
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Da t a  Ty pes :  a  m P - Newest version
ForttDT - Amiga font DataType
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The Super XL Drive allows you to
3.5MB on a high density disk

3.5 SUPER XL DRIVE E 1 2 9 .

SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE E 59.95
AURA £79.95
MEGALO5OUND £29.95
VIDEOMASTER AGA £59.95
VIDEOMASTER AGA RGB . 1 9 9 . 9 5
VIDEOMASTER E52.95
VIDEOMASTER RGB E89.95
COLOURMASTER E52.95
PROMIDI INTERFACE E19.951.76 xt. d ri v e

The X I  Dr ive al lows you t o  stor e
I.76MB on a high density disk.

1.76 XL DRIVE EXTERNAL 1 7 9 .
1.76 XL DRIVE INTERNAL
1.76 XL DRIVE A4000   . E 7
.PC880B EXTPOWER DRIVE f 4 9 . •

in ternal d rivc

PCB8I AS00 M A I
PC882 A2000   E 3 5 . 9 5
- A600)1200 E 3 5 . 9 5

HEWLETT PACKARD
1 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI ,  1 4 5 9

MICROPOLIS
2 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI £ 6 5 9
4 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI E 1 0 9 9
9 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI £ 2 1 9 9

HITACHI
340M8 2.5 IDE  1 1 8 9
510MB 2_5 IDE . 1 2 9 9
810MB 2.5 IDE . 1 5 9 9
t GIGABYTE 2,5 IDE E 7 1 9

OTHERS
BOMB 2.5 IDE   1 7 0
120MB 2,5 IDE   . 1 9 5

External IDE har d disk for  the  A500
comes complete with an internal ROM
switcher, and upgradable to 4MB RAM

M-TEC AT500 BARE   E 9 9
M-TEC AT500 420MB  E 2 5 9

mulmylimmtsiom1451~

Save 1.5MB on a standard floppy drive
and 3MB w hen used i n conjunction
with the XL Drive 1_76.

FLOPPY EXPANDER .E10

r)arn
Disk Expander can add upto to SO% to
your hard dr ive capacity and works
with al l  dr ives including 5C51, IDE,
Floppies and even the RAM disk. Disk
Expander works on any Amiga w i th
dny Kickstart.

DISK EXPANDER   E 2 5

External PCMCIA 3 5" IDE hard disk

OVERDRIVE BARE  E 9 9
OVERDRIVE 420MB 1 2 5 9

2 TO 4 GIGABYTE
4 TO 8 GIGABYTE
2 TO 4 CARTRIDGE DL90
4 TO 8 CARTRIDGE DL120

1659
E899

£12
(19.95

1 1 1 1 : 1 1 0
128 OPTICAL  £ 4 7 9
230MB OPTICAL  E 7 1 9
1.3 GIGABYTE OPTICAL E 1 9 9 9
230MB OPTICAL DISK E 2 9 . 9 5
1.3 GIGABYTE DISK  E 1 3 9 . 9 5

SCSI case suitable for  CD-ROM/HD/DAT
and Optical drives_

5.25" SCSI or IDE CASE
3.5" SCSI or  IDE CASE

0 9 . 9 5
E79.95

new
ZIP DRIVE 100MB SCSI  1 1 7 9 . 9 5
100MB DISKETTE  E 1 5 . 9 5

zistokmommEssoummsmtmlimu

Backup to 520MB onto a ahr VHS tape.
Version 3  has new backup modes for
Amiga's with a 68020 or higher CPU.

VIDEO BACKUP WART  £ 6 5
VIDEO BACKUP PHONO   £ 6 0
UPGRADE TO VERSION 3 L 2 0

•u i r r a t  scsi inter face
incLuded where you
set t h
4
s  
' n
o n256 x 32 SIMM 72-PIN (1M11) E 4 0

512 X 32 5IMM 72-PIN (2MB) £ 7 5
I X 32 SIMM (4MB)  £ 1 3 9
2 X 32 SIMM (8MB)  E 2 7 9
4 X 32 SIMM (16MB)  1 4 4 9

X 8 SIMM 32-PIN (1MB)  E 3 0
4 X 8 SIMM 32-PIN (4M6) E 1 3 9
1 X 4 STATIC COLUMN A3000 £ 2 5

X 4 DIP   E 2 5
256 X 4 DIP   , E 5

x I  DIP  E 5
CIA  E 1 2
GARY  E 1 9
PAULA  E 1 9
DENISE   £ 1 9
SUPER DENISE   E 2 5
KEYBOARD IC   E 1 2
FAT AGNUS IMB   E 1 9
FAT AGNUS 2 MB   E 2 9
PRINTER CABLE   E 6
R5232 CABLE   . 1 6
SCSI EXTERNAL  1 1 5
WORKBENCH 3.1 A500/2000 1 8 5
WORKBENCH 3.1 A30001000 E 9 5
ROM SHARE DEVICE   1 1 9
2.04 ROM CHIP   1 2 5

e award g  Power Scanne
es the fo owing features: Scan

4-bit at upto 2000P1 (all Amigas
'not just AGA)T, Scan in 256 greyscales

up to 400DPI (all Amigas), Thru'port
r printer connection, Fully supports
GA chipset,  Display HAM8/24-bi
ages on a non•AG A Amiga (via

conversion), full ecl i ting
2m
fa
B
ci
)
l i
•
tini

dad_ Works wi th 0 4  ROM ot
, min 1MB (reco

POWER SCAN 4 B/W £ 8 9 . 9 5
POWER SCAN 4 COLOUR E 1 6 9 . 9 5
OC R  (BOUGHT WITH SCANNEII) E 2 0

OCR SOFTWARE  £ 4 9 . 9 5
POWER SCAN 4 51W ONLY E 2 0
PC INTERFACE + COL 51W E 4 9 . 9 5

C INTERFACE + BAN SA/V E 3 9 . 9 5

• 24-bit colour  A4 fl atbed scanner

manual, (Squi r r el  i nc l uded' v v i
complete with software, cables a :

Paragon  flatbed scanner)
E539.93N GT-6500

nitioriscxionii
PARAGON 600 ,  i 3 _ 9 9 • 9
'24 SIT 40021415CW StAPIKEIT • N
L .

a w a r d winn ingamigap e r i p h e r a l manufacturers_

000 TOWER

e tower  comes
complete with 6 x
5.25" dr ive bays,
5 x  3 . 5 "  d r i v e
bays, 7  x  Zor r o
slots, 5 x PC slots,
real t i m e  c l ock

; and a  2 3 0  w a t t- -
- -  •  pow e r  supply

£349

octogen s c s i - 2
5C51-2 controller card for  the Amiga
000/4000 Upgradable to 8M13 RAM.

CTOGEN 2008 1 1 1 1 1 t 9 2 9

fl icker fi x e r
-mommr-
ScanDoubler Ills a full 24-bit AGA flicker
fixer which automatically de-interlaces
all AGA screen modes and scan doubles
non-interlaced FAUN
-
E S C m o d e s  
t o  
a l l o w

VGA monitors to display them. Supports
VGA, S-VGA and Multiscan monitors.
Pixel shar p pictur e,  even a t  1440
horizontal resolution and has a standard
15-piri VGA type connector. Comes with
composite video/S-VHC outputs.

SCAN DOUBLER II E399

tandem cd-de
Connect a CD-ROM. Syguest and any
IDE hd t o  your  A2000/3000/4000.
Comes complete with cable and Vw
ROM 2.04 or above.

TANDEM CD•DE



gyp products
Power Computing Ltd are
now th e  o ffi cia l sa int
owner and manufacturer
of Great Valley Products

inc. For more information,
please call 01234 273000.

• .34000 68060
A 68060 accelerator board for the A4000
running at 50MHz and allowing upto
128M8 of user installable memory and a
SCSI-II hard disk controller. The board
can be configured with either  4M8.
8M11, 16MB or 32M13 industry standard
SIMMs.
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00 68060 (OMB RAM) .  £ 8 2 9

STANDARD A D I r n i r  '1 99GVP ADD . .  ,  1 1 5 9

2000 6E
A 68060 accelerator board for the A2000
running at 50MHz and allowing upto
128M13 of user installable memory and a
SCSI-II hard disk controller

A2000 68040 (OMB RAM)
A2000 68060 (OMB RAM)
4M8 STANDARD ADD
4MO GVP ADD

gyp ram
Official GVP RAM SIMMs

4MB GVP RAM
16MB GVP RAM

vim
ETBA
ETBA
_1139

.1 1 5 9

E159
E549

gyp hc-8 scsi
SCSI hard card which can fi t
RAM on-board.

HC-8 SCSI CARD  1 9 9 '

gyp g—Lock
Award winning Amiga Genlock.

G-LOCK AMIGA GENLOCK 1 2 5 9 ,
055-8 SOUND SAMPLER  1 5 5 '

lo—extender
Zor r o I I  c a r d t h a t  pr ov i de s
additional serial por t,  parallel por t
and connection for  optional  RS422
and R5232 port. I I  for details

loEXT
a -re• •- •

8MB

A 68020 EC processor accelerator card for
the A500 and A500+, with an option to fit
a 68881 or 68882 co-processor (PLCC or
PGA). This card can fi t upto 4MB FAST
RAM and is fully auto-configuring.

ACEEX V 32  B IS  1 4 4  NOT ST AP P ROvIDE 139

X-LINK TRUE VIA 211 B T  A P P R OV E D IE 2 2 9 .9 5

TRAPFAX MODEM SOFTWARE . 1 4 9
ALL MODEMS INCLUDE SOFTWARE AND CABLES

MICROVITEC 1438 14"  1 2 8 9
EPSON STYLUS INC.PAPER  E 4 8 9
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p o i /  s tnuspito ii l  INCLUDE STUDIO II SOFTWARE

STUDIO II SOFTWARE  £ 4 9 . 9 5

PICASSO II 2MB RAM f 2 4 9 . 9 5
INCLuaiNG TV PAINT )NR

PICASSO ll 2MB RAM  E 3 9 9 . 9 5
ipicuiciNG T•••• PAINT 2

CYBER VISION 64  E 3 2 9 . 9 5
EA•BIT GARANIcENGINIE
• I N C L U D E S  
2 M 5VIDEO DAC  1 2 5
MINT GRAPHICS ADAPTOR

MAX1GEN 3  1 2 9 9 . 9 5
VIDEO GEINOCK

Increase your Amiga 500/2000 chip RAM to
a total of  2MB. MegaChip does this by
using its own 2M8 RAM and also now
includes a 2MB Fat Agnus. No soldering is
required.

NOT COMPATIBLE WITH GVP HARD DRIVE M E G A C H I P  R AM   E 1 5 9 . 9 5

A500 68020 EC OMB RANI . 1 9 9 . 9 5
A500 68020 EC 4MB RAM . 1 2 3 9 . 9 5  V G A  ADAPTOR  £ 1 5

accept M e lt  111110r Cr a n d  are
to help you with any queries

ering by chequetP0 please make payable to
Power Computing Ltd and specify which delnery
is required

All Powe r products come with a  12 month
warranty unless otherwise specified.

Is on hand with a  full Technical Backup
lie .which is provided for Power customers

prices 'rued are for the month of publication
call to confirm prices before ordering.

items are available a t TAII Free Prices to
-EC residents Ca ll to confirm prices. BFPO
rs welcome.

prices Include VAT. Specific/born and prices
, subject to change without notice. All

rks are acknowledged. All orders in
Pr by telephone will be accepted only

our terms and conditions of trade,
Of which are available on request

_

OWN

A 2MB RAM board for the A500 which fits
in the trap door slot.

A500 2MB RAM . . . . .  E90

MEMORY CARDS
512K RAM WITH CLOCK . E 2 4 . 9 5
512K RAM WITHOUT CLOCK . 1 1 9 . 9 5
A600 1MB RAM  0 9 . 9 5
A500+ 1MB RAM  E 2 9 . 9 5

Mac and PC emulators for the Amiga

EMPLANT MAC BASIC  1 2 3 9 . 9 5
BAsic MAC EMULATOR

EMPLANT MAC OPTION A . 1 2 7 9 . 9 5
DUAL SERIAL PORT AND APPLETALK

EMPLANT MAC OPTION 8 . 1 2 7 9 . 9 5
Hi-SPEED SCSI INTERFACE

EMPLANT MAC DELUXE . 1 3 9 9 . 9 5
INCLUDES OPTION A AND I

E586 DX MODULE  £ 8 9 . 9 5
PC EMULATOR MODULE

intufElve cursor
tips replaces the $ e  or tr
and 'Tap for  an Instant select

ALPS GLIDEPOINT

et

159.95

tab'
Pen a nd cursor control led grap
tablet, Including cables and software.

POWER TABLET 12 X 1 9 5 .
iNCL P IN  CURSOR AND S r w

NAME
ADDRESS

SYSTEM OWNED
DESCRIPTION

TOTAL AMOUNT (Inc. delivery)

CREDIT CARD NO ,

EXPIRY DATE

DELIVERY 2 - 3  DAYS 12.50

POSTCODE

SIGNATURE

NEXT DAY 15 S A T  E10

MINIMUM DELIVERY E2.50 A L L O W  UP TO 7 DAYS FOR CHEQUES TO CLEAR

f o r product informat ionsheetsp l e a s e caLL

0 1 2 3 4  2 7 3 0 0 0  P O W E R  COMPUTING L.
44A/B STANLEY STR -  •

0 1 2 3 4  3 5 2 2 0 7  B E D F O R D  M K 4 1  7 power
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The 255211tiat guide to gmiga gaming
System On-line
We bring you up to date with all the recent goings on in the Amiga
games world

Preview: Odyssey
Audio genic take a depadure from their usual sports sims and try
their hand at pladormers

Preview: Hollywood Hustler 1 0 2
The seedy underworld of gambling unfolds on this poker som

Budgets 1 0 4
Money too tight to mention? Our cheapies can solve your problems

Small tips 1 0 6
We solve all your gaming problems with a selection of hints and tops

Preview: Virtual Karting 1 0 8
We check out life in the fast lane with OTM's pacey driving game

Preview: Leading Lap 1 1 0
Racing mania again this month with KellionS forthcoming polygon racer

Club and Country
Approach Trainer
Turbo Trax

Game 1I2U1PW5

88

92

94
96
98

Hans
E55P8t18I 5CiPMP

Another 10 out of 10 extravaganza.
Education with an Amiga angle

F liEker Fier 2 6
24-bit flicker •

fixing - now A l i
anyone can
side-step the
diosyncracies of AGA

ip Driue

FEniunEs

20
The biggest thing in Amiga data storage
since the CD-ROM explosion

Hmiga Online 3 0  a l  Write 7 7
Adam Phillips explores the Internet C u s t o m i s e  your CD collection with this
from the Amiga angle

Amiga Technologies
on the spot with some
hard hitting questions

and answers

A55PM131Pr
The ubiquitous Mr Overaa just keeps coding_

65ential Software
The definitive guide to serious Amiga software

M oneg Plaging 18MP5
Discover how to get your big break in the
games industry, whether you know how to
program or not

Uatallger
Transform your ODE
interface into full
blown SCSI An
seconds

Daschromp

Angel graphics tablets

impressme software autt-on

n the Hot Spat

States of the
nation set

Jason
c a -
.  Arnigl

life on #7e other see
of the pmd

Now any Amoga applimbor can
take athentgge of clatarypes

W8COM 7 5
Grace unclor pressure with the Lavoie

32

66

79



p ESP

CygnusEd
0 0 . 1 4
.
3 1 0  
F
O
N  
A
i
d  
0  
P
a
C  
0
1
.
4
9
V

E = 7 1
init 0 " M M
Oarlomorrki
b at Ni ta,

IdunroOng itUndoNNOt IN7IVanTh
n - • 1  . 0 0 • 1 1 1 4  MO N

- • •  • t m l i n p Ai D

M a p i p  Pn e e n 0
-
1 1 0 1
T O M O
'  
i m i
e f t n
i t o n  
M
a
w

I  WM  *Immo lewo P.m
IF• 11- astAwwww.,
§ 1 0 0  p .
,
• • • • 0 1 . ,
9 1 0  
N a
l  
•

ta ryiloPei M O  -
* o w  
m o m

- & M I M I  Di i nTAN

DIN OFFER

HEMS
Tha Hadialt puts the knife in when it comes to games programmog

Duns I t
The secrets out for the new Amiga bundles

Don't settle for half measures! Invest a few pounds and get the

Flamfig prose and hani hitting opinions 47 the loiters page
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HE (OLIERD151i5
Amiga Computing brings you another complete
commercial product. This time ifs the Amiga's ultimate
text editor, complete with a full on-line manual — worth E60
PLUS Mand2000 demo; IFFMaster; Text Read

GraohiG Crand5larn!
A stunning collection of the best graphics utilities for your
Amiga. Simple point and click installation for some of the best
PD and Shareware ever...

ATE; TifIView: TapAVI; Flick; PicBoot; Clouds; BMP Datatype;
Font Datatype

(01HERI'l 1
1  8  
P u o
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The PD and shareware keeps roiling in
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59
Hardware, software, problems. so.iuns. The ACAS column

uidpo
The do's and don'ts for videoqraphers who enioy the third dimensionmusic
Paul Overaa plugs in a mini mixer that could be ideal for any Amiga muso
(DITIM5

.C• T h e  inside story on squeezing the best from Internet search engines

EiNg limos
Phil South explains how to add a designer touch to an arcade classic
Publishing
The inside story on structured clip art from the impressario of DTP

fillenn
Paul Overaa exposes himself in the latest stage of the ARexx column

AMIGA
Afi llo Medical 113

Ecological disk labels and the
tow down or
, 
h a n d l
i n g  
a s s
i g n
s

Amiga an 1 1 5
A step-by-step guide to creating
a commercial CD cover image

20 Amiga .1,i 1 1 5
a new tutorial Steve White

goes over the ground rules

6
1
1
;
;
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The limiga
the heart of
a monster

Paul 11u5tin fires up
the ne5t 5tep in
Ilmigaeuolutian.

5PP IlagP 30

Subaription5

Turn to page On...
...for details of limiga

tomputing'5 subscription

011R15 thi5 month 4114



Our unique and highly r a l  Clock•
Cartridge will enable your t o  continually
store the correct time and date in its DVal battery
hacked memory.
Simply plugs onto the back of the Amiga and
does not Invalidate the warranty.
Compatibre with ALL Amigas ONLY £ 1 9 .9 9

These had drives simply push onto the side or the A500
or &500-1- and will give your computer all the benefits that
hard drives offer, The drives
are supplied formatted. Par
-titioned and have
Workbench installedior
immediate use.
Full nstructions and soft-
ware supplied
The hard drive also has the facility to add 2, 4, 6 or

Fint of RAM inside it
A500 1 2 0 mb HARD DRIVE £189.99
A500  4 2 5 mb HARD DRIVE £229.99
Additiona l R AM  fo r the  ha rd drive  M C P ,  pa r 2 mb

Anti Virus Professional is  the most powerful tool
for detecting and removing viruses. Anti Virus pro
will check and device hard drives, floppy disks
and even CD ROM drives for viruses. Very

straight forward to use, includes a full SO page
manual.

PLEASE PHONE FOR A FULL INFORMATION SHEET

ANTIVIRUS
PROFESSIONAL £ 3 9 . 9 9

t o r  p o s t a g e  a n d  O a C k i n g  I

in
\
• Discoiogy  Is the ultimate

disk coming power for the
Amiga. The package compris-
es me Dis c olv  Disk. manual and Discology cartridge
for making copies of heavily protected programs with
an external disk drive. Diiscolue will also formal
disks, check disks for errors etc..

— ,  •  ,

High speed 3.5 Quantum SCSI
hard drives with or without a  high
quality enclosure with its own
power supply

420mb E214.e9
540mb E239.90
850mb E284.91
INTERNAL VER N ON

D ED U C T 1 5 4 .9 9

DISCOLOGY £ 3 9 . 9 9
1plus 1 1 .5 0  postage and p a c k , V

im b E39.99
2mb E77.99
4mb E129.99
8mb E239.99

33mhz 68882 FPU (plec) E49.e9
40mhz 68882 FPU (plcc) 169.99
50mhz 68882 CPU ( M A )  L78.99
411FPLI's are supphed with crysta l oscliatots

Al200 trapdoor fitting memory expansions

feature a battery backed clock and a sook-1et for an accelerator J .

NEARL
Y 
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H
E

SPEED OF THE Al200
A600 MEMORY EXPANSIONS
1MB WITHOUT CLOCK £34.99
1MB WITH CLOCK £39.99

2mb £114.99
4mb £174.99
8mb E284 99

Top of ther
I C l
i fi t a
R l w e  
a m
p l i
fi e
d

speakers offer tremendous volume and
, sound definition. Features include

control and

Simply plug into the two phono
plugs at the rear of the Arnkga or
into the headphone socket on your
CD-ROM drive.

Superb 130watt HI-II quality
speakers with sepetate
anti treble controls

AIWA SPEAKERS E59.99
&MATT SPEAKERS E49.99

External cases with in built power
supplies and cooling tans fat 3.5'
hard drives and CD ROM drives.

3.5' HARD DRIVE CASE E54.99
CD ROM DRIVE CASE E59.99
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yer is a 16 bit SCSI II controller card that converts the signals on
the internal IDE interface to also run SCSI devices at the same time as the
IDE ham drive.
The Datatlyer SCSI. will operate upto 5 SCSI devices such as CD-ROMS,
hard drives, Sy Quest removeable ctrNes, tape back up drives etc.
Unlike other SCSI interfaces, the Dataftyer SCSI. is compatible with all

, -- '  k n o wn  accelerators etc and it does not stop you from utilising any of the
important expansion ports on your Al200.
The Dataflyer SCSI+ easily installs into the Al200 'sim-
ply pushes in, no need to remove the metal shield i and
provides a 25 way D connector through the blanking
plate at the back of the Al200. RAI instructions and
software supplied.

OLLO Al200 - - " -  - "
ORS

SPEEDCOM+B
(14, 400 V32b1s) E 9 4 . 9 9

SPEEDCOM+BF
(28, 800 V34)  E 1 7 4 . 9 9

QUAD SPEED
CD ROM DRIVE E 2 3 9 . 9 9  OR
SAVE £10.00
WHEN PURCHASED WITH
A SCSI INTERFACE

high speed 2,5 IDE
Ii dnves for the Arniga

Al200 & A600 comput-
ers come complete with
fitting cable, screws.
partitioning software.
full instructions and
12 months guatan-
tee. All drives sup-
plied fly us are format
ted, partitioned and have
Workbench (WB2 for the
A600 and W83 for the
Al200) installed
for immediate
use. Fitting is
incredibly sim-
ple: if you can
plug the mouse
Into the mouse socket.
you will be able to plug the
hard drive into the hard drive
socket.
PLEASE PHONE FIRST!

85mb £ 9 9 . 9 9
125mb 0.1.4.99
170mb E129.99
258mb £159.99
344mb £184.99
540mb £299.99

AMAZING POWER!
AMAZING PRICE!

Amazing power for
low price. This superb
accelerator uses a
68020 running at 28hz
and comes complete
with a 68882 FPU to
enable your Al200
to run at 5 MIPS
(million instruction
per secondi! Uses
standard 72 pin
SIMMS and includes a
battery backed clock.
Simple trapdoor fitting.

ToPIT
„,..• S t  l i f t
,eve

r 
c
l f
h
e
'
s  
c
f
r
s
k  
t
o

Y "lard c
k
v e  c
o o a
c l
y

o
r
d
e
r
e
d  
*
W
I

cREEvo
kil 
o
n
'
s
°

sorAcE"
I
Lits

polsosoc'

CHI NON EXTERNAL
CD ROM DRI VE E 1 . 2 4 . 9 9
or COMPLETE WITH SQUIRREL
FOR ONLY E 1 5 9 . 9 9

APOLLO 1220
ONLY E99.99
APOLLO 1220
+1mb E139.9E
APOLLO 1220
+4mb E229.9S

An incredibly powerful trapdoor fitting
accelerator based around a 68030
complete with MMU. 2 SIMM sockets
(72 PIN SIMMS). socket for a floating
point unit and battery backed clock.
Rums at lust under 9.5 MIPS [mil-
lion instructions per second)!

APOLLO 1232/50  £199 .99
4mb SIMM E1.29.99
8mb SIMM E239.99
68882 FPU E 6 9 . 9 9

DATAFLYER SCSI + ONLY E 6 9 . 9 9

SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE
ALSO AVAILABLE E 5 9 . 9 9
PCMCIA fi tti ng SCSI I nter face

1

No.1
FOR MAIL ORDER

FOR AMIGA
IN MANCHESTER

FREEPHONE
0500 340548
(credit. switch card sales only)

10: 0161 796 5279
for enquiries or

f •  6 1  7

EN
SOFTWARE,

178 BURY NEW RD,
wHrrEnELD,
MANCHESTER

M45 60F,
ENGLAND

Ao:(
Con

tch, Delta,
ted

•

• fi rs t  to
chec

or a
F

Fro ' M 6 2  Junction 17
towards Bury.

We are 50 yards on
the right hand side after

the third set of lights.
The door to our premises

is next to  the
florists • • e

She M

Order NO f o r
immediate despatch

Send u e s  or
postal orders

(made payable to
Siren Software)

or credit card details to:-

Persona! ca
we/co
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ou've probably already noticed, but
the Amiga games scene is looking
bleak to say the least. Releases are

becoming few and far between, and it's a
worrying trend for both Amiga owners and
Escom. But what is far more alarming is the
drop in quality of these games. And the orig-
inality. It 's as if developers seem to think
Amiga owners  are just so desperate for
games that they will gratefully lap up any old
rubbish that is chucked in their direction.
Graphics seem to have taken a step back in
terms of quality, and it's little wonder that the
average Amiga gamesplayer is left looking
envious at some of the high-tech realism
offered by the PC, Titles like Ruffian, Akira
and Angst all look like games from the early
'80s and do nothing but harm the image of
the Amiga.

Graphics aren't  the only factor on trial
here either — originality seems to have been
swept to one side as well. Football manage-
ment games are churned out by the dozen.
and okay. the good ones do sell well,  but
they really are becoming a very tested, unin-
spired old formula that has left the industry
looking weary. Other genres need serious
revamping too. Dull platformers, dull racing
games and dull beat-'em-ups are all cate-
gories covered countless times, many  with
little or no imagination.

Looking at the back catalogue of Amiga
games, you realise just how bad things have
got. A few years, even months  ago, t he
Amiga owner could choose from Triple A
products like Flashback. Cannon Fodder or
Theme Park. But  now it's a different story
and bar maybe four or five, there aren't too
many titles on the release schedule that will
excde your average gamesplayer.

It's not  just  a problem isolated to the
Amiga though. PC games are falling into the
dangerous t rap of  formulaic  ' interact ive
movies' and while their graphics do astound.
the playability has all the depth of a shallow
puddle. So, things aren't all that rosy there
either. But what explanation can there be for
all this? Surely developers can't have just
run out of ideas? If so why — there's a great
big world out  there.  Get  up f rom y our
computers, go and explore, be inspired.

Anyway, it's not the PC we should be con-
cerned with here. I ts  the slate of the Amiga
market. Developers we could once rely on
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Mid HafifEtt take5 a —

look at the 5tatil of the —
games market and 85If5,

where has all the
originality gone?

for original games have taken their talents
elsewhere.  Names  such as  LucasArts ,
Delphine and Bullfrog are sadly lacking from
our shelves. Others like Sensible Software
are soon to follow, and Escom are going to
have to take responsibility for making sure
there are good. quality developers out there
working on original t it les that the Amiga
owner deserves.

And take the Doom clone phenomenon,
for example. This is a good illustration of the
nervous bandwagon-lumping that is  also
going on in the industry at the moment. It's
as though the sof tware companies  don't
have the guts to come up with their own
products — they see a trend and follow IL
What they should be trying to do is thinking
of something of  their own, rather than this
attitude of trying to outdo each other. Why
should Amiga owners want to go and buy a
game that is trying to be a copy of one on the
PC anyway. We don't want second rate PC

CHAIRMAN Richard Hease

MANAGING DIRECTOR b i l  Bloomfield

We regret Amiga Computing cannot offer technical
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titles, we want  our own.  original,  quality
games and we need our own software that
will make the PC owner jealous of us for a
change.

So I'll leave you with these final thoughts.
One is for Escom. who have to ensure there
are going to be good, original developers
out there that will produce high quality prod-
ucts. The other is for Me software compa-
nies themselves who must avoid this 'trend-
following' approach and earn back some
respect. Graphics  need to feel like they
belong in the next decade not the last, and
the balanc e bet ween presentat ion and
playability must also be considered (remerre
ber Rise of the Robots and Microcosm?)

And the last and most important thought
is for you, the Amiga owners. Don't give
them the opportunity. Don't  buy the sub-
standard products, wait until there are some
worthwhile titles there that really do deserve
your time and money.

IDG
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For sat years Amigo Computing has been the Ludo/
magazine for Amiga eethosiasts• Al a key rnemtw
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dedkated coverage of the Amiga aralatec,
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Europe's Noel Disk Duplication System

Discology is the optimum pack-
age for beginners & experts
alike who wish to create back-up
copies of original floppy disks
speedily and easily.

•

Illhicology comprises all the
functions that are
demanded from a

top quality back-up
program.
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• Is the Discology disk, Discology Cartridge and a 36 page
printed manual

Features a cartridge backup mode for heavily protected disk iRequires the
d r i v e ! use of an external disk drive!

Two Nibble modes for coping with protected IBM and Atari disks
Sync Scan checks for unknown protection systems
Recognition of long and short tracks
Modem users can backup disks via a modem to another Amiga
anywhere in the world

Fully multi-tasking, copies with high density disk etc

Full update service is available for registered users

viruses etc.

Siegfried Anti Virus I CProfessional is a mut- 11
11Ptifunction tool for
combating virus
attacks. It features
powerful early recog-
nition of viruses and
includes preventative
measures for infest-
ed systems.
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Of-R.z
Virus search on any d d i s k ,  floppy disk CD-ROM etc.) 0 1 : t

Block Test to search for viruses at the block level of a device - * -
Automated unpacking of compressed programs for virus checking
Recognition of Bootblock Viruses with analysis

Safeguards hard drives Rigid Disk Blocks
Includes a comprehensive 50 page printed manual
Full update service to registered users

Includes many more features.
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Is available
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FOR MAIL ORDER

No.1
FOR AMIGA
MANCHESTER

-

Order NOW for
immediate des' -tch

FREEP HONE
0500 340548
:credit/switch card sales only)

tel: 0161 796 5279
for enquiries or

fax: 0161 796 3208
Send cheques or

postal orders
(made payable to
Siren Software)

or credit card details to:-

IREN
WARE,

178 BURY NEW RD,
WHITEFIELD,
MANCHESTER

M45 Mr,
ENGLAND

cc ess, Visa. Switch. Delta.
Connect etc accepted
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1 a s t  minut e  news  f rom Amiga  Tec hnol-
ogies  rev ealed t hat  t he s of t ware t o be

bundled with the Al200 and 4000T will inc lude
the newes t  v ers ions  of  s o me  of  t he mos t
acc laimed product iv ity  packages available for
the Amiga.

As reported in our press conference feature in
this issue, there will be a standard Al200 pack-
age cost ing E399 and a A l200 plus hard drive
package costing E499. Up to now, however, the
contents of the software pack that will be bundled
with the Amigas has been a mystery.

The standard pack will come with three applica-
tions f rom Digita: Wordworlh 4SE, a brand new
version of  the award-winning wordprocessor.
Datastore v.1.1, (  a database) and Organiser
vl .1, their recently released computerised Motu.

It will also inc lude Turbocalc  v3.5• an as yet
unreleased version of Schtztruhe's spreadsheet
program. On the artistic side, an updated version
of Cloanto's highly regarded Personal Paint soft-
ware -  vers ion 6.4 -  will be accompanied by
another Amiga showcase program. Photogenics
1.1 f rom Almathera. Despite the productivity focus

limiga5 in Ilmerio
While Amiga Technologies' plans for
the U K  a r e  gr adua l l y  be c om i ng
clearer, the strategy for the American
market remains less certain.  I t has
been announced,  however ,  that Ed
Goff,  f o r m e r  U S  l a w y e r  f o r
Commodor e,  wi l l  be  l eadi ng t he
company's US division.

It was made clear at the Heathrow
press c onf e r e r i c e  t h a t  A m i g a
Technologies considers the 40001 to
have the strongest market in the US.
although a smaller allocation of 1200s
has been made.

The gener al  manager  of  Ami ga
Technologies,  Petro Tyschtschenko,
revealed that the 40001 motherboards
will be produced in the United States
near  Phi l adel phi a.  a nd computer s
marked for  American distribution will
be assembled in the same place.

Al the time of goi ng to press, the
company was still locking for a North
American partner that would be willing
to support and invest in their product.
We hope to bring our US readers fuller
details as they are revealed.

DEE
Bq Caleth 'Atone
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Amiga bundle retold

of the package. games players are also catered
for with the inclusion of Pinball Mania, a new title
by 21st Century, and Whizz from Microvalue Flair.

The HD package will include the same bundle
of software plus Scala MM300, the leading multi-
media authoring package. The same bundle is
current ly set  to ship wit h the 4000T as  well.
although there's a possibility that Scala's MM300
will be replaced by the upgrade. MM400.

Amiga Technologies clearly hope a strong bun-
dle will put pay to complaints about the Amiga's
pric ing.  J onat han Anders on.  MD of  Amiga
Technologies  UK,  c laimed that  t he s tandard
Al200 packs software had a combined average
street value of E497, while adding Scala tor the
HD version could save buyers as much as E677.

Anderson also said he was particularly pleased
by their success in securing such up-to-date ver-
sions of each software product. He commented:
"As far as I know, Won:Worth, Personal Paint and
Turbooalc are brand new products which the pub-
lishers do not intend to launch until next year."

The only possible bad news is for American
users, s ince this  bundle is only  confi rmed for

Firniga mihibitioni5t
Following our focus on animators in last
month's  is s ue,  t he  Amiga  is  due  t o
receive another dose of  creative talent
following the announcement of an exhibi-
tion of  work  by art ist Paul Hamilton on
4-28 October.

Named Art ificial Eyes, the event  will
feature dy e s ublimat ion print s  of  t he
artist's recent Amiga artwork. His pictures
were created using Photogenics. Real 3D
and OPa i n t  4 .  ' T h e  n a m e  o f  t h e

European distribution. Whether Amigas  sold in
America will be standalone or have a different
software package is still under discussion.

An announcement is also imminent on the iden-
tity of the two trade suppliers to be used by Amiga
Technologies. According to CTW, the trade news-
paper, Amiga Technologies have already appoint-

ed Amiga  s talwart s  SDI -
and they are on the verge
of s igning Leisuresoft
up a s  t h e i r  o t he r  •

partner.

-o in ;••
-

Tya chtscha nno: tho Amiga  Is on t ima  tot Soptambio

Heathrow pre 55 confereme
On Wednesday 16 August. Amiga Technologies held a press conference to officially
announce the relaunch of the Amiga line of computers in the UK. The day after it was
followed by a meeting with developers in which the company's UK strategy was out-
lined. The main news was the announcement of an Al200 bundle including a 170Mb
hard drive priced at E499_ For full details read the In The Hot  Seat article featured in
this issue,

It was also confirmed that the 4000T will initially be without a high density floppy disk
drive_ The reason given for this was the difficulty in obtaining components following the
bankruptcy of  the company involved in the product ion of  the drives for the 4000
desktop unit.

exhibition comes from the idea of looking
at art ifi c ial scenes  with,  necessarily,
artificial eyes -  kind of photos thai never



Power to auelerate
Power computing have joined the competition offering Amiga users more speed with the announcement of a
new line of accelerators. Though the new Falcon range was developed by Macro Systems, Power Computing
have bought exclusive distribution nghts for everywhere, apart from Benelux and Germany.

Developed for use with the Al200• the first Falcon accelerator will feature an 040 processor -  roughly 14
times faster, the same speed as an A4000 -  and a single SIMM socket allowing for FastRAM expansion. II will
also have a SCSI 3 interface allowing for greater transfer speeds, and the package will include a fan to cool the
board.

An 060 version is set to follow which will give the Al200 a blistering performance, but prices on either option
are yet to be announced. For more details phone Power Computing on 01234 273000,

the ege5 haup it
As well as present ing its  strategy for the Amiga's
relaunch at the Heathrow press conference, Amiga
Technologies also unveiled the new virtual reality
I•lasses for the first time in the UK.

As reported last month,  the Virtual l-glasses are
made in America by Virtual 1-0, but Escom have exclu-
sive distribution rights  f or the product  in Europe.
Newly revealed, however, was the fact that there will
be two different models  on the market.  The virtual
reality headsets don't come cheap though. The basic
video model that allows users to see computer and
film images in 20 and 30 will cost E599. while a PC
version including a head-t racker for use with 3D
games will cost E899.

Escom slated that the range of applications for the
headsets is almost unlimited. At the press conference
It was claimed that the makers are already in discus-
sions with film moguls like Steven Spielberg, and they
have shown great  int eres t  in t he t ec hnology 's
potential.

There are also plans to develop a version of  the
headset for use in dentist's surgeries. Instead of lying
with their eyes screwed up in terror, patients will be
able to relax watching a fi lm while the dentist drills
away at their teeth. Apparently they are already being
used in the US for this purpose.

"Our product gives patients an out-of-mouth experi-
ence by taking the focus away from what the dentist is
doing," said Virtual 1-0 Pres ident  Linden Rhoads.
'They enable people to watch movies, educat ional
programming and even play video games while they
have their teeth worked on."

The AT panel went on to reveal that the lightweight
headsets made them ideal for the private viewing of
erotic movies, but whether this capability will be com-
bined with the dentist's version is currently unclear.

were,' Paul explained, A ls o on a literal
level. I s eem t o hav e an  obs es s ion
with painting over people's  eyes when
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The video version of the glasses will connect to the
Amiga*s composite output port.  As  yet, the head-
t racker vers ion has  no sof tware support  on the
Amiga, however.

Asked if they planned to sell the product in the UK,
major retailers Silica replied 'hat they had not made
any decision on the matter MD John Arundel would
not discount the possibility, however. i f  it's a product
that supports the Amiga then we will certainly be
Interested in taking it." he commented.

work ing wi t h  phot os . " Paul
Hamil t on's  work  has  been
commissioned for commercial
purposes by  companies  like
Quarto Publishing and Plum
Productions Ltd.

Anyone with an interest can
go t o  t he  ex h ib i t ion  a t  t h e
Reflections Gallery,
the E x e t e r  &
Devon A r t s
Centre.  Gandy
S t r e e t ,
Exeter.

new5 brie f5

For football
lanatic5

N E W S II

Football Stat is t ic ian Prof es s ional
may sound like another team man-
agement game, but  it 's actually the
ult imate football applicat ion for use
by t h e  h o m e  e n t h u s i a s t  a n d
professional c lub,  according t o its
makers.

Available for the Amiga at E19.95.
the League Moni t or  sof tware wi l l
Store league results, analyse them in
tables and graphs,  and follow your
favourite team's performance.

The program might  just win you a
fortune as well, thanks to its ability to
make pools predictions on the basis
of  t e a ms  t r u e  f o r m.  Ca l l  O T M
Publications on 01827 312302,

Imagine all thP
object5

The Imagine user group is running a
special of fer f or readers  of  Amiga
Comput ing.  The  price of  member-
ship has been reduced from E8 to E5
until 2  January  1996.  and the fi rs t
100 readers  to join quot ing Amiga
Comput ing  wi l l  g e t  a  f r e e  d i s k
c ont ain ing b rus h  maps ,  ob jec t s
and o t he r  ma t e r ia l  f o r  us e wi t h
the Imagine rendering package.

Members can benefi t f rom a wide
range o f  s erv ic es ,  ac c ord ing  t o
group f o u n d e r  S p e n c e r  J arv is ,
inc luding an  objec t  and at t r ibut e
fi nding serv ice,  quarterly  news let -
ters, and unlimited technical support.
The group has  a  l ibrary  of  2000
objects, 60Mbs of text, 1000 attribut-
es, and  hundreds  of  brus h maps
available to members.

For mo r e  i n f o rmat ion  c ont ac t
Spenc er J a r v i s  o n  0 1 3 7 5
67003610585 102633

Floologips to Min
Active software are owed an apology
for an error made in t he rev iew of
their Zoom CD. The telephone num-
ber that should have been given was
01325 352260.

Ac t ive a ls o repor t  t hat  f ur t her
enhancements  are being made to
the t ime of going to press.
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Amiga5 meet
pi the pal(
On 26 August to 3 September,  Amiga
Technologies presented the Amiga to
the pub l ic  f o r  t he  fi rs t  t ime s inc e
Commodore's demise 18 months ago at
the I FA fair in Berlin.  The c ompany
bought space in which to present not
only the Amigas but also the CD32 in dif-
ferent confi gurat ions running various
applications.

The event is  seen as Important  by
industry commentators concerned that
the Amiga's  relaunch is  not  gaining a
high enough profi le.  Pe t ro  Ty s c ht -
schenko prev ious ly  announc ed at  a
press conference in August  that there
were no plans to advert ise the Amiga
until 1996. •
1AMTGA

White Knight Technologies is continuing to
give high-end Amiga users strong support,
with announcements this  month of  new
products and services. Recently appointed
as Macrosystem's official UK distributor,
they will be selling the Draco digital video
system featured as this issue's main story.

In the future, they will also be distribut-
ing a new 32-bit version of  VLAB motion,
the ac c laimed Amiga edit ing c ard f or
video. WKT claim it will offer far greater
video data transfer rates, lower Jpeg com-
pression ratios and generally tar superior
picture quality than can be achieved on the
current Amiga version.

White knight now have a demonstration
suite at their offices in Hertfordshire which
will allow customers to test out a non-linear
video editing system incorporating not only
VLAB motion but also the Toccata sound
card and the Ret ina graphic s  board.
Customers who wish to test these products
are I n v i t e d  t o  t e l e p h o n e  f o r  a n
appointment.

They are also offering a new product for
serious LightWave users. Named T-Net, it
will allow users to distribute the task of ren-
dering a number of  f rames  f rom many
scenes on LighlWave over a net-

new web navigator
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ability to use multiple windows to
commands which will allow for a
limited for Amiga owners.

Like Netscape, it will come with a powerful point and click tool
bar, but the interface will have the added advantage of being fully
configurable which will allow users to customise the package to
suit their needs. It will also start up without the need to launch
ArniTCP first,

Perhaps the best news of all is that the program is likely to be
released as  shareware.  We hope to feature the program in
Amiga Computong's December issue, but in the mean time read-
ers c an gel  f urt her inf ormat ion at  t he f ol lowing web s ite:
httpt/MtvAv.omnipresence.comilbrowsei

Knight 1ai5P5 5tandard
work  of  Amigas .  Made by  InterworkS
USA,  it  is  des igned f or us e wit h t he
maker's ethernet software ELAN-DFS 2
and mu l t i p l e  c o p i e s  o f  Ne wTe k ' s
acclaimed rendering package.

Us ing T-Net ,  a l l  t he mac hines  wi l l
share the same scene files, objects and
image data,  and each machine on the
network renders its f rames to a shared
c ommon loc at ion.  A  s i ng le  A mi g a
equipped with either the Broadcast Elite,
a PAR card, or VLAB motion can then be
used to output !he rendered sequences
to video tape.

According to WKT, the software's pow-
erful features will allow users to efficiently
manage and delegate the distribution of
frames across the network. It will be pos-
sible to monitor the progress and status
of each system on the user's  ' render
farm' at  a glance using a graphic repre-
sentat ion of  eac h node s howing it s
current rendering status.

The price is set for £299 for a T-Net
with a 5 user license. For further details
or to arrange to see a demonstration, call
White Knight on 01920 822321.

Amiga web users who are tired of hearing about the wonders ol
the Netscape Internet software will be pleased by the announce-
ment of a more powerful browser designed solely for the Amiga
Designed by the makers of AMosaic, not only does it promise to
improve vastly on its predecessor. but  it  also offers features
unavailable on the much vaunted PC/ Mac rival.

A browser is the software that makes navigating the Internet a
graphically appealing and user-friendly experience, but  up to
now Amiga users have had to use the relatively slow AMosaic
Named !Browse, the new Amiga software is claimed to be up to
30 times faster according to the latest reports from its develop-
ers. it  will also be packed with advanced features, including the

a greater extent than AMosaic. It will support HTML 1-3 and Netscape
full viewing of sites previously

The a ll-fle w 32•
bit Via l,  M otion,
soon to be
shipping from
Ate croSyste ms
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new world order

Si re

Another company reasserting its support for the Amiga market is
Blittersoft, with the announcement of a number of products to be
released in the near future.

Fans of virtual world designers will be pleased to hear World
Construction Set 2 is likely to be reviewed in the next issue of
Amiga Computing. The terrain modeller/animator will use a non-
modal interface, allowing users to work in multiple windows to lay
out motion paths, adjust  colours, and modify ecosystems. The
price is set for E119.95.

Bhttersoft are also releasing ATAPI.device for £69.95. a prod- i
uct that  allows  users  to at tach the ex t remely  cheap ATARI
CD-ROM drives to their A4000s and A4000Ts IDE controller. J I

With new Picasso II graphic  board bundles  available with
prices ranging from just under E300 upwards, plus the fact that
they're making AmiTCP available directly in the UK, Blittersoft
are bringing some much needed activity to the Amiga market, For
more details call them on 01908 261466.

limiga5 for Uganda
Or Andr ew Basden• inventor  of the
INCA Expert System featured in ow
September issue, is starting a new ini-
tiative to send Amigas to Uganda for
educational purposes.

According to Dr Basderi • the Amiga
is the best machine for the job because
it can lust be plugged into a TV without
requiring a monitor. He is hoping that
people with unwanted Amigas or even
components will send them in for the
appeal. Those with the remnants of an
unused A500 at the back of a cupboard
somewhere should write to Dr Basder
at 2 4 ,  Penr i th Cl ose ,  Frodshar r
Cheshire, WA6 7ND.
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SLOT ALCESS TIME CACA 12148 WITH AO TOOLS DISK
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WARRANTY PLEASE STATE Al200 8600 OR SX.I ON voun ORDER
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ME AND 512 MB 25 HARD DRIVES HAVE A THREE YEAR WARRANT y
OVERDRIVE CO ROM •  • •184.99

FOR Al200
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TITLES DOUBLE  SPEED MULTI-SESSION DRIVE
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AND UTILITIESORIVERS DISK
COMPLETE WITH INTERNAL POWER ADAPTOR

TRAPDOOR RAM UPGRADES
' I n  8500. RAM WITH CLOCK 3 6 . 9 9
I I I  M O RAM 'WITH CLOCK 4 4 5 . 9 9
499 RIM BOARD FOR 81200 WITH CLOCK 1 3 9 9 9
4 9 9 ,  FEU RAM BOARD FOR Ai ace WITH CLOCK AND 33 Nee EPU 2 3 9 . 9 9

OTHER PERIPHERALS
w o m e n  T E R M T E  SOFTWARE Er AFPROVED. kANP SY 42 BIS

ONPRESSCA1 GIVNG UP M  57 ECO BPS AND FREE INTERNET STARTER GUIDE
EETTANAL 14.4001PS FAX MODEM WITH TERMITE AND CABLES 1 7 4 . 9 9
WIRRAL M HO BPS FAX MODEM WITH TERMITE AND CABLES 2 1 4 . 9 9
COMMODORE AMIGA POWER SUPPLY STANDARD 23 WATT - 2 9 • 9 9

A 99
SPORTS MASTERS

13 93 P GA  DOLE, NO VI 503 ADV TENNIS3 99
EUROPEAN CHAMPS 199212 AO

1249 S UP E R SAL' MARKS 2 2 0 . 9 9
1399 S UP E R STPEEIF IGHTER 2 2 3  99
Ig 99  SYNDICAT E 1 2 . 9 9
11 49
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1049
19 110 T HEM E PARK
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NEW AMIGA Al200 PACKS
41203 PACKS WITH 2 MB RAM EXPANDABLE TO I n  MB

BUILT IN TV MODULATOR AND 1 YEAR WARRANTY
THESE PACKS FEATURE ENHANCED WORKBENCH 3

MULTITASKING OPERATING SYSTEM AND A MULTIMEDIA
SOFTWARE BUNDLE WHICH INCLUDES A DATABASE.

SPREADSHEET WORDPPOCESSOFI A N t GAMES P LU S
EIGHT FREE GAMES ONLY FROM SPECIAL RESERVE

AmiGA Al200 2/0 PACK
PLUS 8 FREE GAMES 3 9 9 . 9 9
AMIGA Al200 2/170 PACK
PLUS 8 FREE GAMES 4 9 9 . 9 9

INCLUDES BUILT IN 1 70M0 HARD DRIVE
FEATURING SCALA MM300 PRE•INSTALLED
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DATASTORE DATASASE SYSTEM 4 4  9 ,
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DELUXE PAINTS ,w,I3ENCH 2 44,1 5 7 9 4
DIRECTORY o p u s 5 . 9 3 9 9
ANAL WRTER :RELEASE 4 • ,
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1
1 :.  1 ) 4 9 9

HOME ACCOUNTS 9 9 9
KINOWOPOS 3 2 1  9 *

OFFICE 2 4 1 9 4
ORGANISER 1 7
PEN PAL 2 9 . 9 9
TERIATE COMP•IS PACKAGE
WEIENCH 0 4  • 3 2 4 9

AMIGA CD32
c032 CONSOLE OF FER,NG GRAPHICS CAPABILITY OF
292.144 COLOURS ON SCREEN FROM A PALETTE OF
OVER 16 MILLION feGH QUALITY AUDIO WITH THE

Aeture To pr. AY MUSIC C .  PACK IN c woe s  SEVEN
GAMES U S E R
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ULTIMATE BODY SiOwS. PROJECT X. DIGGERS AND
oscAR ON CD PLUS s  BUTTON CONTROL PAD

AMIGA CD32
CRITICAL ZONE
PACK 1 6 9 . 9 9

INCLUDES CO32
CONSOLE. 7 GAMES AND
6 BUTTON CONTROL PAD

STEREO TV AND MONITOR
NOKiA 14" NICAM DIGITAL STEREO
TV/MONITOR WITII TELETEXT 2 1 4 _ 9 9

MADE IN GERMANY WITH REMOTE CONTROL,
N,CAN STEREO SOUND. ADJUSTABLE SOUND

DEFLECTORS SQUARE TINTED TUBE TELETEKT
HEADPHONE SOCKET. SCANT INPUT FOP PIXEL

PERFECT PICTURE
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10.43 14" COLOUR MONITOR 1 9 0 , 9 9
FOR Ally AMIGA WITH BUILT IN STEREO SPEAKERS TILT AND SWIVEL STAND

COMPOSITE AND ROB INPUTS I I  38 DOT PITCH RESOLUTION COMPLETE WITH
AMIGA PAONiTOR LEAD

COLOUR PRINTERS
CITIZEN ABC COLOUR DOT MATRIX 1 4 4 - 9 9

24 PIN EIO COLUMN. 192 CPS. SLQ., DRAFT FONT
FREE LEAD AND EASYSTART SOFTWARE

PANASONIC KXP2135 COLOUR COT MATRIX 1 7 4 . 8 6

24 PIN. EXI COL...10.1N 2O3 CPSE4 LO 7  FONTS 1 1 0 9
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PACK OF 10 TDK 91 -2DD 3.5 DISKS
PACK OF 501041. 10E-200 35 DISKS
PACK OF 10 SPECIAL RESERVE HO
AND FREE PLASTIC FLIP TOP DISK BOX
PACK OF 10 TOO( PAF-294D
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AND FREE PLASTIC FLIP TOP DISK BOP
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• ALL GENUINE
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10am to 8pm
7 days a week!
01279

6 0 0 2 0 4
UNLESS STATED ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & DELIVERY
GENUINE S OUND BLAS TE R P RD S OUND CARD WORTH £950
GENUINE CRE ATIV E  QUAD SPEED IDE  CD ROM  DRIVE
GENUINE S AM S UNG 14" S V GA 0.28 M ONITOR •  TILT AND S WIV E L
GENUINE S AM S UNG HIGH SPEED I 924 I n  HARD DRIVE *  SPARE IDE
GENUINE M ICROS OFT S OFTWARE  BUNDLE  v a n i t i _ g y E E
AND E IGHT GRE AT CLASSIC GAM ES FREE

T R U S T  Q U A D  R A T I N / D u  PC EX VAT

WITH ALL THIS SOFTWARE
• MS WINDO WS 95 •

• MS EPACARTA 93 • MS WORKS • MS SCENES
• MS PUBLISHER & DESIGN PACK • MS GOLF

• MS MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS • MS BOOKS/ELF 94
• MS ANCIENT LANDS • MS CINEMANIA 93
• MS DANGEROUS CREATURES • LEMMINGS

• CIVILISATION • FRONTIER • PAGAN ULTIMA
• SYNDICATE • STRIKE COMMANDER

• WING COMMANDER 2
AND FREE TWO YEAR ON-SITE WARRANTY

PHI•TIF ", AND SPECIFICATION SUBJECT TO CHANGE

SEGA SATURN WrIll VIRTUA FIGHTER - SAVE ISO -  E349.99

NEW MEMBER DISCOUNT
J E  3  OFF ANY ORDER OVER E90
PLACED AS YOU JOIN FOR ONE YEAR
JUST DEDUCT E3 OFF THE PRICE OF YOUR FIRST ORDER IF IT IS OVER C90

PRO VOING YOU PLACE Ft AS YOU JOIN roc; ONE YEAR.
USE BY POST AT OUR SHOPS 041 BY PHONE ON Di 27120X
,
20A E 9 9 9  J a n  1 1 1r WE  ONLY  SUPPLY MEMBERS BUT YOU CAN ORDE R AS  YOU J OIN

. /MEMBERSHIP FEES U K  E C  W O R L D
ONE YEAR 1 6 . 0 0  E 1 . 0 0  E10.00

Club beheMe •noldae regular club magazmas. EI  BO worth or XS
Savers (COupons) Der year. club cornbetrton5 and huge discounts

across the range M e m be r s  are under no obligation to buy
All pe on include VAT and canalize lc, MOST UK mamba°. 90,41•49•4

Overseas orders men be paid by credit card
Hardnare 119FTS balte-y or mains i are only steeled to the UK addreseas

Oversees Escoba r E2.00 per software item 4 9
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C lu b  Sh o p s  at
CHELMSFORD, ESSEX

13 Broomfield Road.
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SAWEIRIDGEWORTH, HEATS
The 1010111Ings, SIstktn Road.
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On sale September 28. And every
month. Twice in December, we think

BRUCE WILLIS SAYS....
"Me and my wife Demi Moore buy Amiga Action

every month. With its witty reviews, insightful previews
and smashing features, it  really brightens up our evening after a

hard day filming Die Hard or Disclosure or something like that. St.
Elmo's Fire maybe, or North... Our children like it too. Rumer, Scout

and Talulah-wotser face ogle for hours at the brightly coloured
screenshots on the packed pages, and cry when my wife (I'm

married to Demi Moore you know, did I tell you?) and I
prise it  from their grasp. We think Amiga Action

is the tops, and you will too. Yes."



• Amiga 1200 Computer - 2mb RAM
• 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive Built-in
• Wordsworth v4sE- Word Processor
• Digita Datastore v1.1 - Database
• Digita Organiser v1.1 - Personal Organiser
• Turbo Calc v3.6 - spreadsheet I P E .
• Personal Paint v6.4

Paint Package

• Phologenics v1.2sE
Pixel Editing

•  W h i z z -  30 Platform Game

•  P i n b a l l  M a n i a  - Pinball Arcade Game

2m1 RAM - NO HDE399
Inc VAT - AMC 3039

68040cpu + 1.2Gb HD

EV 99
Inc VAT  - AM  G 5040

FREE UK
DELIVERY
ON ORDERS OVER tillOwact

4

The UK's favourite home computer is back! Amiga Technologies,
a brand new UK company have launched the Amiga 1200 with a
stunning array of software in the AMIGA MAGIC pack. And, to
make a great pack even better, every Amiga 1200 Magic Pack
from Silica (at the advertised price), comes with a FREE
Chaos software pack - see below.

AMIGA 12001

2mb RAM + 170mb HDE499
Inc VAT - AMC 3199

Scala MM300
Pre-installed on hard drive

All rodeos I nclude  VAT

i g rk n n . .  liSlattmlosis nlav cto W
EmsomAnme b e  l a  Waal &Ruh C R E E R I

MAIL ORDER HOTLINE:0181-309 1111
23 STORES NATIONWIDE

SEE OVERILEAf.FOR 2  P AG E S  O F
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witt v e  C h a o s  Dad( FREE
•  C M  CHARGE Chaos includes endianted

AGA versions of Bach Idle ro takes full
44000advantae r h e  h i g s a d  eh your ne wA r 200 or g o r  Tower AA C

SOPTWARE PACK
CHAOS ENGINESYNoicATE

nnitSALL FANTAsTs

N ick FALOOS CHASIFf0AISHIF GOLF

£25.99
£34.99
£ 2 9 9 9
E 34,9g
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AMIGA 4 0 0 0
TOWER S Y S TE M •  68040/60 25/50mb7Processor

•  61b RAM - 2mb Chip, 4mb Fast
1  •  Workbench v3.1

•  Advanced Graphics Architecture

1 ' A A '  Chip Set - 16.7 Million
Colours on Screen

•  1.2Gb SCSI Hard Drive
•  limb Floppy Drive

•  2 x 3.5 Drive Bays
l &  •  FREE Chaos Pack
IP f rom  Silica

F ACUITIES

I I I ( • % Tor 1 lo a r ie .  G m b H

AMIGA 1 2 0 0

0.'01%4i-411LE %Mori walmr• •

Al200 SPECIFICATIONS
•  32-Bit 68020E6' Processor

•  AA Chipset/16.8 Million Colours
• 2Mb RAM - Built-In Modulator

•  96 Key Keyb•rd With Number Control Pad
• PCMCIA Smart Card Slot



MAIL ORDER HOTLINE:0181-309 1111
23 STORES NATIONWIDE
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QUALITY AMIGA PERIPHERALS &  SOFTWARE

LERION010 GENLOCK
41111a F O R  ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS
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•  Input and output cornposne watt stgisatts
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and anted graenrCS

SEE PAGE 2  FOR FULL OVERDRIVE RANGE
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I 1 cp.aoNtot oi wawa.' ACA OSI
Aminet 6 £ 1 4 . 9 5
t 1 ocaleates ol safteem ACA 0520
Animations Double CD _ £19.95
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• Opbonal chrorru key wet avatar*

forty 96
• Corremehensme

t5-page manual
Plus tun rotor
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CD-ROM DRIVE &  SOFTWARE
OVERDRIVE QUAD SPEED CO-ROM

FOR THE AMIGA 1200
nos pod combones a CD-ROM dime with the future e l Sonar? Card Interfaces. me
P ar c r A  s lot Th is  maAe5 for  an encredtbly convenient and s u n ) *  to  use CC-ROM
drove system opening up 4 ornate new work! at COInnenomertta rectmo(ogy
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ConneCOpri

•  Ota d  Speed
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•  DOOKIser data
frArklier rate
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Terra Sound Library £ 1 9 . 9 5
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The Light Works £ 3 9 . 0 0
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E ntve . 0  exam 00 4 COI - ACM 11600
Zoom     £ 1 9 . 0 0
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RAM UPGRADES
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an Afg iC t ri m  n IZ K to 1 1 . R A M  01,05
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RAM UPGRADE &
MATHS ACCELERATOR

OPTIONS
FOR THE  AMIGA 1200

•  Plugs stratglit tem A 1 Ale aodoor -
No soldering regored

•  U•glaataAle FAST RAM board to t,
4 O f 8641
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MODULATOR
MAMBA2.11 MODULATOR
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FLOPPY DISK DRIVES

1mb SONY FLOPPY
1211,T.9!_ TA" DELUXE EXTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE

FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS
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•  Strong metal mum
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•  7505 Access new
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AMI-FILESAFE - USER £ 2 9 . 0 0
S ow Ism tang vymern - ASA vos

AMI-FILESAFE - PRO ___ £69.00
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EDGE 1.7 •  PRO C 1 6 _ 9 5
For lart scaling ASE 8200

GA ROUTE PLUS _ £ 3 4 . 9 9
Plan trips ard noverve on the LIA • ASG 3122

FINAL WRITER V4 _  __ £74.95
Word PetAkh• wen OrMekce arhts
-
-  A S F  3 6 0 2
PEN PAL UK 1 5 E 3 6 . 9 5
E5.5y to i6 6  WOW onaceSPO
, •  A S P  
1 9 4 2FINAL COPY II £ 4 9 . 9 5
powev WYSIWYG wool PrOCOMM
, -  A S F  3 E 2 2MAXIPLAN 4 C 1 9  00
Dueness solemn, eote • ASIA 3211

PEN PAL UK 1.5 . . . . .  C 3 6 . 9 5
E•tv IT 35e *WO camels*, - ASP IOC

VISTA PRO 3.0 £ 2 4 . 9 5
dere-nano package - A5V k W

MONITOR
FOR ALL AMIGAS

•  Large directories
do not decrease
performance

NICROVIIK
143A

•  14• 28mm, %A Colour Mown(
Stereo Speakers

•  ?5t(Hz-4001HA
•  Orono P685 CV8.5
•  Adaptor tor

Anew
•  Power and Judas

cables
E 299
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SOFTWARE OFFERS
AMI-FILESAFE

"USER"
•  Arno-FileSale r Me new

de-facto standard filing System
for your Amiga

•  Secure Pimp system • no MOre
corrupt disks when applications
crash when writing to disk'

•  Super fast - much faster than FFS

• Instant directory listings
•  Parallel access with negligible

performance loss

•  More efficient use of drsk space
than FFS/OFS
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CMZEN 24-PIN

ABC COLOR
DOT 
MATRIX

•  Sire  and comma weft 24-pin
Pred

•  Works with ally PC or Ainioa computer
•  5 9o0 on fonts. 2 scalabH to 40of
•  then-in 50 sheer ado reoe
•  alden fas•,starf software for
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HD & CD-ROM DRIVES, MICE & J'STICKS
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CANON BJC4000
COLOIM

BUBBLE JET

1
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CD-ROM &  HARD DRIVES
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OverDrive Double Speed E179.00

OverDrIve Quad Speed C249X*0
Aoo•A access to Mugu emetic COe
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5kE FEATURE CN PAGE

OVERDRIVE HD
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READ/WRITE OPTICAL DRIVE
• Ouad speed CD-ROM Drive
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N 32-BIT SYSTEM -  7 CD TITLES

CD-ROM
BASED
POWER

CONSOLE

MORE THAN JUST  A
GAMES CONSOLE
Critical Zone includes the powerful 32-bit CO
games console with built-in dual speed CD-
ROM drive, an 11 button controller and 7 top
CD-ROM games. Optional upgrades include
keyboard and disk drive (allowing use of Al200
software) and an MPEG video playback card
allowing video CDs to be played on the CF.
•  32-Bit processing power
•  Dual speed CD-ROM drive
•  16.8 million colours
•  Plays audio & CD+graphics CDs
•  11 button controller
• Titles  available from £9.99
•  Optional full screen video
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Etitracting
Nuer015k f11P5

0  f you have already booted this
month's Cov erDisks, you may
have noticed a slight change to

normal. We are now using Commodore's
installer utility to try and make extracting
the archives as easy as possible for you.

To extract any single archive, simply
double-click its icon and follow the on-
screen instructions. If you want to quickly
extract the program to RAM, select the
NOVICE level on the welcome screen and
press proceed once on the current screen.
and then again on the next The program
can now be found in your RAM disk.

You also have the opt ion of  using a
floppy disk. If you pick this option make
sure you have a blank formatted disk at
the ready, and if you only have one disk
gel ready for lots of disk swapping and a
long wait.
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Tit*  Amiga  M ode lle r needs to  be  to ld
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A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
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Author: CygnusSottware
Workbench: 1.3

A good text editor is essential for every
Amiga owner.  From just  being able to
alter your user-startup to writ ing your e-
mails, you cannot  get  away  f rom the
need for this essential utility. Let 's face
it, t he s t andard Ed that  c omes  wit h
Workbench is pretty feeble in both the
power  and look s  depar t ment ,  wi t h
Commodore doing a typical good job of
ignoring all its own style guides.

CygnusEd purports to be the fastest
text editor available for the Amiga. and
probably any computer. Once you have
tried it  I  am sure you wil l  agree that
whether you are writ ing a t en line e-
mail or need to view a 10.000 line man-
ual, CygnusEd will let you happily jump
to any point in the text, read, write and
modify  t he fi le in a bl ink  of  an eye.
Even your basic A600 will handle kilo-
bytes of  text  wit hout  break ing into a
sweat.

I am sure most of you are quite profi-
cient with using a keyboard and the
language of  y our c hoic e,  and  wi t h
these bas ic  s k i l ls  y ou s hou ld  fi nd
CygnusEd a doodle to use and should
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Workbench 2  1.1000. can op* n CygrtusEd on any public scre e n

d
5be able to produce reams of text in no

time at all.
As CygnusEd has evolved over the

last eight  years it  has picked up some
pretty impress ive and very useful fea-
tures along its way.  Potent ially  one of
the most useful or lifesaving functions is
the extremely comprehensive undo/redo
option. Basical ly,  CygnusEd has an
unlimited undo buffer, only restricted by
how muc h memory  you want  it  to be
able to use.

Most editors  at  the mos t  only  allow
you to undo/redo the last action or line
worth of  text. Wel l  there's none of INS
pussy foot ing about  f or CygnusEri. It
you have a big enough undo buffer you
could delete every line f rom a text, and
then s imply  by press ing right  Amiga u
you can watch as the ent ire text magi-
cally reappears  line by  line in front
your very eyes

ADJUSTMENTS
The Environment  menu in CygnusE

ac t ually  c ons is t s  o f  t h ree  'hidden'
menus, let t ing you adjust  almost eve
aspect of  the editor -  f rom the typi
opt ions of  sc reen s it e,  font  type an
word wrap to t he more unusual on
such as  let t ing you adjus t  the scree
scroll b o r d e r s  a n d  t h e  ex ac t  t a
positioning.

Another unusual feature is  the wa
CygnusEd handles mult iple files. If y
choose to open another document t
CygnusEd sc reen wi l l  split  into two
allowing you to view and edit both at
same t ime.  This  is  very handy if  y
need to look at some reference mate
while doing some writ ing, and is bett
than having to resettle with multipl
windows.

For al l  y ou people  out  there wit
Workbench 2 or above you are going
be a b l e  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e
CygnusEd's comprehensive ARexx po
Now, most  people might  be wonderi
what's the point of  an ARexx port on
text ed i t o r?  We l l  f o r  s tarters ,  an
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programmers out  there will be able to
get CygnusEd to automatically save and
compile the current  program they are
working on,  a l l  f rom t he c omf ort  o f
CygnusEd. If you wanted, you could gel
it to save of f  dif f erent  vers ions  eac h
time you compile.

Possibly o f  mo r e  in t eres t  t o  J oe
Bloggs is the fact that CygnusEd has  a
versatile macro funct ion which lets you
record a number of different keystrokes
and menu functions which can then be
repeated over and over again.  What  is
the point in that? Well.  I  will tell you. i f
you have a long list that needs reformat-
ting, why s hould y ou hav e t o do t he
same thing for every line? All you have
to do is record a macro,  showing what

and2000
hor: Cygnus Software

Workbench 2.04

Mand2000 has to be the best tractal exploration
program available for the Amiga computer. It pro-
vides a super simple interface combined with a
stupifyingly fast screen update.

Exploring a fractal in Mand2000 is s imply a
matter of double-clicking where you want  to go
and you will instantly zoom into the area you
chose, If you want to decrease the zoom amount
just press the D key, and you zoom straight out.
Also, if  you want  to move to a slightly different
position, simply click on the Mandelbrot and slide
the area to where you want it.

One of the impressive parts of Mand2000 is the
window approach it takes, You can literally have
dozens of  separate f ractal windows  open all
showing different parts of the Mandelbrot set -
you can even have a separate window open
showing what part of the Mandelbrot you are cur-
rently looking at. The program is not restricted to
only the MandeIbrots as it will also allow you to
explore the Julia set.

If you own an AGA machine, Mand2000 lets
you access a bewildering number of  screen
modes, support ing HamB and Herne screens

you want  to be repeated for each line.
Once that  is  done you c an t hen get
CygnusEd to do all the hard work by it
repeating the macro for each and every

TOTAL SUPPORT
Included with the CygnusEd package

are a number of  support  programs  -
Ed, Mac Ed and RecoverCED files. Ed
is a small program that can be used to
launch the main CygnusEd executable.
You do  not  hav e t o us e t his  t o run
CEO, but it  you use it there are a num-
ber of advantages. Firstly, it  allows you
to run CygnusEd in a dormant  state,
meaning the main CEO window will not
appear. Then,  when you want  to use

resolutions all the way up to 1280x512 -  allowing
every window you open to have its own separate
palette.

The real problem with trying to explore fractals
is that the deeper you go into them, the longer it
takes to produce each screen. Mand2000 give
you a number of options to allow you to preview or
speed up the screen drawing process. Firstly, you
can change the number of iterations the computer
will perform -  decreasing the number of iterations

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5
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Fault' touPall5k5

If you should find your Amiga
Computing CoverDisk damaged or
faulty, please return it to:

778 Plc, TIB House, 11 Edward
Street, Bradford, W. Yorks Etal
7BH.

Please allow 28 days for delivery

CED it  will appear straight away. Using
Ed, i t  is  als o pos s ible t o load a fi le
directly into a copy CEO that is already
up and running.

MacEd has nothing what  so ever tc
do with Macs, you will be glad to know.
It l e t s  y o u  c r e a t e  a n d  m o d i f y
CygnusEd's macros away from the main
program.

Finally, RecoverCED fi les is a handy
lit t le program which,  i f  your mac hine
crashes while you are working on a doc-
ument, wil l  try its best to recover those
files. I t  is not guaranteed 100 per cent,
but any chance of getting lost files back
is better than none at all.

If you are having problems with any
of CygnusEd's funct ions then there is
an ex t remely  c omprehens iv e Amiga
Guide document detailing every aspect
of CygnusEd. Other than that, the bes1
way of  fi nding out  about  Cy gnus Ed's
functions is  just  to t ry  out  all of  those
lovely menu items.

Proba bly
the be e t
M ande lbrot
e xplore r in
the wo rld  -
even wo rks
On gra phics
ca rds

increases the screen speed, but reduces detail,
The other option you can use is the number of

passes Mand2000 will make to draw the screen.
The effect is  that on the first pass the picture is
highly pixelated. with each successive pass adding
more detail to the screen. If you only want a rough
idea of what you are looking at this is an excellent
feature b e c a u s e  y o u  c a n  i n t e r r u p t  t h e
drawing process and keep on moving around the
fractal.
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Fiche
Author:  Magnus  Holmgren

Workbench. 2.04

Every  o n e  mu s t  h a v e  s e e n  t h e
Windoze startup picture, with the litt le
blocks all  ev aporat ing away .  I t  may
seem a trivial point but it's quite nice to
have s ome sort  of  pic ture to look  at
while you wad for Workbench to load.

Commodore may  not  have seen a
reason for including some sort of  boot
picture. but  f rom all the small ut ilit ies
and t he number of  boot  pictures that
pop up on the Aminet, most of us seem
to want one. A boot picture that is.

Pic Boot was one of  the earliest boot
picture ut ilit ies I c an remember.  This
latest version provides you with load of
options. For starters, it can handle both
GIF and IFF files, and the rout ine that
unpacks them is extremely fast - so the
time it  takes to boot up your computer
is not changed too much.

If y ou us e  t he x pk  c ompres s ion
libraries, PicBoot will even handle IFFs
that have been compressed. I t  is also
possible to fade in and out your chosen
picture, which looks quite flash, and will
even fade in Workbench if you so wish.
AGA owners  will also have the benefit
of a silky smooth 24-bit fade.

All you people with a collection of dif-
ferent poss ible boot  pic tures  wil l  be
pleased to know that PicBoot can use a
script fi le to randomly  choose one of
the pic t ures .  So  y ou wi l l  nev er get
bored wi t h  t he s ame pic t ure be ing
fl icked up every  t ime you boot  your
machine.
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[loud5
Author: Krzysztof Kobus

Workbench. 2.04

To quote the author: "Clouds is the first program
on the Amiga platform giving you visual model-
ling and real istic ani mati on of the tur bul ent
motion of clouds. It is based on spectral synthe-
sis method.  The method employs a variety of
Intuitive parameters describing natural properties
of clouds phenomena,  as cloudiness, contrast,
wind direction, strength of wind, and turbulent
changes.

"Such a wide range of controls allows a cre-
ative animator to generate all kinds of clouds,
gases. mists and so forth. Resulting images can
then be used as backgrounds,  textures in 3-D
programs, or  alpha channel  information -  to
mention just a few possibilities."

Blimey, sounds pretty impressive does it not?

Basically, Clouds will produce beautifully anim-
ated clouds that will roil across your screen with
such majesty, you will be instantly relaxed. Well. I
feel better already.

Anima te  clouds' w it h  Clouds

Ami ga  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5

TeHt Read
Author: Martin Blom

Workbench, 2.04

Slagging oft the standard Commodore utilities is always a favourite hobby of mine and it
has to be said that 'more' is pretty dire. What you need is a decent text reader. Well lo
and behold, it looks like Marlin Blom had the same idea.

Text Read is a powerful style guide compliant text reader and will happily handle xpk•ed
and power packer files. Some of the nice features of Text Read are the search facility,
Jump to line/percentage, and a handy scroll bar to let you quickly scan through any docu-
ment. It is also possible to specify what font and screen mode you want, and print and
save of the current document.
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Author: Holger Papajewski

Workbench: 3,0 r ;
]

Magic User Interface

This could be just the thing for
anyone with a large catalogue of
pictures on their hard drive, or
any of  the picture CDs  that are
floating around the PD house at
the moment.

Pic View allows you to produce
a catalogue of all your pictures I t
is very simple to operate as you
use the fi le requester to select
which pictures you wish to cata-
logue, and go. For each picture a thumb nail, grey-scale representation is produced.

Once the catalogue is made, you scroll through the list of images and double-click
on an images to display that particular picture, of just get certain information about the
picture -  such as its size, name and where it is, If you have a large collection, it is pos-
sible to group related pictures together, making finding a particular image much easier.

Pic View uses datatypes to import  the various pictures, so whatever picture
datatypes you have, plc view will handle. Currently, that could include IFF, PCX, BMP,
Veg.  Targa, Mac Paint, Tiff. PNG and even Klondike card sets,
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This powe rful p icturo ca ta logue r wit,  lot
you q u ickly a ccoos a ll your colle ction



DIE
Author: Gordon Fecyft

Workbench: 2.04

Amiga Type Engine allows you to use the
plethora of outline fonts that are available
In the commercial and public  domain.
Essentially, it allows you to access Adobe
type 1 and 3 outline fonts just as though
they were normal  Amiga  b i t map o r
Cornpegraphic fonts.

All you need to do to use ATE is copy
any postscript fonts you have into the
PSFont drawer and Voila, next t ime you
pop up a font requester there will be a
host of new fonts available for you to use.
ri any of your art or writing packages, or
just for Workbench_

The only font  prov ided wit h ATE is
called funky font -  i t s  not too useful but
will give you an idea of how ATE works.
There are plenty of  disks and CDs that
have shareware PSfonts on them, and if
you got our cover CD there was a com-
plete section devoted to fonts, so you
Should now hav e a  c omplet ely  n e w
selection of fonts at your disposal.

Datatue
Author: Gunther Nikl

Workbench: 3.0

Its another BMP datatype, but you proba-
bly have one already so why would you
want a new one.  Wel l ,  t he o ld  BMP
clatalyoe only handled the Windoze BMP
lormat and would only load 16 and 256
colour pictures, When IBM released OS/2,
they decided they wanted their own spe-
cial version lust to keep things nice and
incompatible. This new version will handle
both the IBM and OS/2 version of BMP,

Font Datattipe
Author: Michael Letowski

Workbench: 3.0

As we are a friendly bunch down here at
Amiga Computing we talk to each other,
and seeing as we ment ioned the Font

Author: Bert Wynants
Workbench: 2,04

If you remember, last month we had a Tiff datatype
on the CoverDisk. Well, from the same author we now
have Tiftview. The title of the program is a little mis-
leading because as well as  being able to view Tiff
files, there are a whole host of options and functions
available for you.

For starters, Tif fy iew directly supports IFF, Tiff.
Jpeg, GIF and MacPaint picture formats, as well as
any datatypes you may have. You then have a whole
choice of  display options. Firstly, you can choose
what screen mode you want  the picture to be dis-
played in -  obviously AGA and graphic card owners
have a nice advantage here.

You can then choose from five dithering methods
which improve the v isual quality, along with how
many colours the image should be dithered to. This is
helpful if  you do not  have a 256 colour display
because it greatly improves the image quality.

datalype in the publishing page, I thought
it migh t  b e  n i c e  t o  hav e  i t  o n  t he
CoverDisk -  aren't I a gent? What do you
mean, no?

Anyway, this datatype will let you view
any installed system fonts in MultiView. All
you do is drop load the blariont  file and
the next thing you know, you will have a
large picture with all the available charac-
ters in that font. II you want, it is then pos-
sible to save off the picture so you can do
any number of nasty things to it.

Fifth
Author:  Peter McGav in

Workbench: 2.04

With more Amiga owners getting access
to the Internet and CD-ROMs,  you are
more likely to come across other picture
and animation formats. One of the widely
used animation formats on the PC is a l
or FLC.  Animat ions  in this  format  are
mainly produced by Autodesk Animator
(Pro) and Autodesk 3D Studio, as well as
many other PC programs,

Flick is an excellent FLI player. and to
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Author: Kay Drangmeister
Magic User Interface

Have you ever wondered what
lurked in the deepest,  darkest,
dankest depth of your  IFF files?
Well probably not. This is a fairly
handy little program that lets you
poke about with the insides of IFF
hies.

IFF fi l es a r e  spl i t  u p  i nt o
chunks, each chunk containing
different information about the file. For example, an ILBM file has a bilmap header
and colour map chunks.  IFF master knows about these, so can show you the
palette used by an !LBW and also the dimensions and other information about the
picture.

Anothor love ly M if f  linefffaint• WF  M offla r lots
you q u ickly ACODOS ON pour ooffirc Gun

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5

C O V E R D I S K S

An e xtre me ly ve rsa t ile  p icture  vie we r tha t
will ba ndia  ma ny diffe re nt Sonnets

Once an image is loaded, 'nth/few can act as a mini
image converter, letting you save off a picture either
as an !FF. Tiff or Jpeg. If you choose to use Jpeg you
have a choice about the quality of the saved image.
As Jpeg is a lossy picture format, a high compression
rat io means  lower  image  qualit y ,  wh i l e  a low
compression ratio leads to better image quality.

Maui
Author: John Bickers

Workbench: 2.04

To continue with the animation theme, TAPavi allows you to view
the standard Wincloze video format AVI. The main advantage of
AVI over FL' is that it allows animations to include sound. and it
was designed to play back animations direct off disk. In some ways
it is similar to the CDXL format

TAPavi will handle a number of different types of  AVI fi les,
including both 8 and 16-bit colour modes. It you have an AGA
machine then you will be able to view any of the animations in
glorious 256 colours.

As for sound, TAPavi will happily allow you to play both 8 and
16-bit sound out through the Amiga's normal audio. One problem,
however, is that if your machine cannot play back an animation at
its full f rame rate, the sound may  be a lit t le corrupt, but  this
happens on PC so it's only to be expected.

use it just double-chck the nasty looking
icon and use the requester to pick your
chosen animat ion.  Ev en though Flick
runs under 2.04_ it supports a great deal
of adv anc ed opt ions .  I t  wi l l  t ake full
advantage of  Workbench 3 by using the
new OS double buffering routines.

Users with either EGS or Cybervision
graphics cards will be able to use fl ick
directly on them. AGA owners are not left
out as Flick will allow you to replay ani-
mations in there full 256 colour glory. I f
you have a CD32, Flick will even use the
Akiko chip.

There are also numerous other replay
options for DCS or ECS owners which
allow different replay modes depending
on what  number of  Colours you would
like. For those extra large animat ions,
Flick will spool directly off a disk, and all
the options can be changed in the icons
tools types.

Considering all RI  animations have to
be converted from chunky to planar, you
get very good replay speeds on a plain
Al200 -  even when spooling on a CD
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Please rush me:
Mand2000 at $29 95
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Deliver to:
Name (MriMrsiMs/Miss)

Mand2000 order form

I wish to pay by:
EJ  Credit  card

Card No
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Expiry Date

Amiga  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E MB E R  1 9 9 5
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Postcode D a y t i m e  phone

Available for only $29-95 on di
or even better value CD-ROM

flow gollue had a chance to see what our couerdi511 can
do, whq not upgrade to the full uersion of ! l iana=

•  The release version of Mand20002
is regularly priced at $44.95. However
Amiga Computing readers can upgra
to the release version for the discount
price of $29.95. The full release vers
allows unlimited saving of colour
mapped, HAM and IFF24 images, a
has no annoying requesters.

•  Mand2000 also has the facility to
produce fractal zoom animations. You
set up the start point in the fractal, sa
where you want to go and how many
frames it should take. Click on proce
and then go off and have your tea. W
you get back there should be a fractal
animation you can impress your mat
with.

•  There is also a Mand2000 CD-R0
containing the full release version of
software, plus a full CD-ROM worth o
images and animations in a wide var
of resolutions, including NTSC, PAL,
FrameStore and D1 video. Perfect for
video professional or fractal hobbyist.

•  The CD-ROM version is regularly
priced at $59.95, but Amiga Computin
readers can upgrade to the CD-ROM
containing over 30,000 frames of
spectacular animation, for just $44.95



Late Night Opening
Wednesday & Thursday

rill 7.30pm

FORAVAILASILITY
4000T 040 25mhz (21 79.99

A4000T 060 50mhz (2469.99
Specifications

A4000 Tower Case, 6Mb Memory,
1.76 H.Density floppy drive, 1 2  Gig-

SCSI Drive, Scala MM-300 Preinsbilled.
New!! Amiga A 1200.
'Christmas 95 Pack'

s o . - -  . . . . A .  meg m • g . * *  so E U ,  ego
woes 443 4 . 1 4 1 2

Only!! (389.99
Al200 with I 70Mb HardOrNe

Onlyll (489.99
Get your order in early as

UK stocks are limited.

F I R S
1 rCOMPUTER CENTRE

3rdware

Tabb

HOW TO ORDER
Order by phone quoting your credit card
number. I f paying by cheque please make
payable bx -
F I R 5 7  
c o m
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R  
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"

In any correspondence please quote a
phone number, post code & Dept M o w
5 working days for cheque clearance

SHOWROOM ADDRESS!
DEPT. AC, UNIT3, ARMLEY PARK

COURT, STANNINGLEY RD,
LEEDS, LSI2 2AE.
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Pate HP SP laser printe r i  729.99
EPSON

Epson Stylus colour £ 4 4 9 . 9 9
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NewftEpson Stylus Pro 4 7 9 9 . 9 9
Cotow  kW lot Aw El Aw t o  Ne e k r  t o m in

CITIZEN
Citiz en prktters have a I  year guarantee
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Sta r LC 1009pin Colour L i  21.99
•  O n t04 • r m s o n  I  2 1  0  . . . t a •  I N  epo

Sta r 1_ C909 pin mono ( 1 0 2 . 9 9
•  pis mnow pp lai or. ASA w i t t  in pa I n  n o n .  copt.onet

Sta r 1-C24024pin mono £ 1 1 7 .9 9
3.11.1. n o o n  I I .  n n  A S P  bul l t

Sta r LC 240C 24 pin Colour t  1 34.99
I I  pin cato.ar p l a t e r  a t e  bowl  in I  t o  f oa m

Sta r S,I 1 44Colour £ 2 2 9 . 9 9
Somming 4124.2224 onion.  21E11112 orsoolm proon. . 14n.
m a ,  n o n  2 ponom moon.  I  4122on • uk or

LOW COST DELIVERY
•Standard delivery t  1.95
•2-3 Week Days £ 2 . 9 5
ONext Week Day ( 4 . 9 5
Delivery subject to stock availability
•Al l  prices include VAT @ I 7.5%
•large showroom with parking
•Multi-million pound company
•Overseas orders welcome
SEducational purchase orders welcome

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

nly £59.99
The uniting new rapine' tablet tor t•••
Amite 4ortaaped end, the help of Firs,

Condom.," rated on arnigt Shopperrat lAlVe ll oxbow.

Hard Drives
3.5" Hard

Disk Drives
wi th AI  200/

600 install kit
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Includes set up software.

full instructiom, no Hard
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WHEN IT COMES TO HARD
DRIVES WE ARE THE CHEAPEST

AND THE BEST, SO CALL US FIRST,,
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Printers

Consumables
Ri bbons

Goren Swift,ABC mono 1 3 . 9 9
Obten Swift'ABC colour 1 1 2 . 9 9

LC9C mono ribbon 1 4 . 9 9
tarIC1111100monn 1 3 4 9

1 00 colour 1 7 . 9 9
Starl.C240c colour 0 3 . 9 9
Star LC240c Menn 1 5 , 9 9

1-C2411 mono ( S . 1 1 1
Sear LC24-10120%300 Colour L u l l ,
 Relish Spray for mono ribbons (1 1 , 9 9
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g4e refills ( 1 2 m 1 )
son refills ( 4 4  ml)
ree coiour kit (66m1)
Icolour kit (111m1)

refills (  I 2.5m1)
M isce lla n e o u s

Printer Switch Box 2 way
Printer Switch Box 3 way
PeonterStands (Universal)
1.1Metre printer cable
3 Metre printer cable
5 Men e printer cable
10 Metre printer cable
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Ink Cartridges
Canon 1,111 0/S tar SJ411 i  9 .9 9
Canon 51200,230 t 1 9 . 9 9
Canon 16130 (3 pack) L 1 3 . 9 9
Canon1111C 70 mono (3 pack) L 1 0 .9 9
CADODINIC 70 colour (3 pack) ( 9 9
Canon 111IC 4 000 colour (single)11 6.99
Canon BIC 4000 mono (single) t  1.9
Canon ISIC 4000 m onopp tea 0 8 , 9 9
Canon BiC 600e mono...sow 1 1 0 .4 1
Canon 111C 600e colour t 8 - 9 1
HP_Deskjet colour
HP. Deskiet double mono 1 2 6 . 9 9£24.99
HP. Deatjet 660 double mono t n . , '
HP.Deskyet 660 colour t 2 7 • 9 1 1

t15.99Epson Stylus mono
Epson Stylus colour 1 . 1 6 . 9 9
Star SI I 44 mono/colour ( 1
,
1 1 1 1 1 1 e )  
0 1 . 9 9

C o v e r s
All printer dust covers t 5 . 9 9
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Single sheet 2000 sheets ( 1 7 . 9 9
Epson Stylus 720 dpi paper pack g22.99
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h a w .  math .. taa dam I ta. mar an. L ID Aare ,

now only £96.99
Supra neadwa moo oat OAST wa wa ,
porl i w o no wool A  o 1 5 .  mw  m o t . .  S K I T  oppo-und
romolona foopnl •Innown I n n  • 1 ono  boond w o v e n ,

SportsterSporWar288 1 4 4  £13499Amazing price reduction on
Courier Dual Smndard V34+
1287. 99 Now 33,600 bps.

Peripherals
Viper1128 MMU £145.99
Viper1140 EC £ 1 8 9 . 9 9
Roboshift MK I 1 9 . 9 9
NewMega Mouse+ L 12.99
Mega Mousealocipi t  I 1.49
T r u e  M O U S e 3 0 0  dol 1 1 0 . 9 9

Crystal Trackball £34.99
ZyFi-2 Speakers (2 6 . 9 9
ZyFi Pro Speakers457.99
Amiga Modulator £34.99
Amiga PSU £ 3 4 . 9 9

ltickstart 2_04 £ 3 0 . 9 9
Kickstart 2.05 (for use tri A000) (
1 0 , 9 9Fatter Agnes 8375- 16 t 1 6 , 9 9
Super Denise ‘ 1 1 . 9 9
6571.0316 keyboard controller( 13,99
C IA 8520A 110 controller t 1 0 . 9 9
68181Co Pro 25robr P LCC ( 1 4 . 9 9
68832Co Pro )3mhz PLCC ( 4 4 _ 9 1

SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER!!
Workbe nch  2.1 softwa re

upgrade
only £29.99
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24 HR MAIL ORDER SERVICE FAX :0 1 1 3  231-9191
NEW!BBS Sales& Technical line TEL:0113 231-1422
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CD ROM Drives
a l m a .
ACD-300
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valued at (9.99 FREE!! with every
order for the AI WA AC D.300 drive.

Sanyo-H94A2 E  I 26.99
6121*4. rizew•to r  AR, 300K8 Transfer rant

tirlociint k s  T, . 2 4 2
9awe s SCSI 11 compatible  e Sra we e d  drive
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ninvan bought d r i v e  ifi ellreparaw

Monitors
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1 M B RAM t 1 1 7 . 9 9
2 M B RAM  L 1 1 9 - 9 9
(M R  RAM 1 1 7 9 . 9 9
8M B RAM  ( 1 2 4 . 1 9
11MB & 33 MIAs CO PRO m e m o
4M B & 33 M Hz CO PRO t i l e . 4 9
8 MRS, 33 M Hz CO PRO g .n e _ ve
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PRIMA A500 511h RAM (no ( fe tic ) '  ilk",
PRIMA A500 Plus I Mb RAM t 2 9 . 9 9
PRIMA A600 I  Mb RAM (no docidati

RAM Expansion

I Mb 72 Pin S1MM L 1 7 . 9 9
2Mb 72 Pin SIMM L 6 1 1 . 9 9
4 Mb 72 Pin SIMM 1 1 1 3 . 9 9
6Mb 72 Pin SIMM £ 2 3 0 . 9 9
16 Mb 72 pin S1MM ( 3 9 9 . 9 9
1Mb 30pinSIM M  1 2 9 . 9 9

4 Mb 30 pin SIMM £ 1 1 5 . 9 9
156 by 4 DRAM (OIL') ( e a ch ) 4 .9 9
I Mb by 4 Z.IPPS ( e a c h ) t 3 1 _ 9 9
256 by 4 Z1PPS ( e a t h ) (  5.99
Part exchange available  on y u r

old me mory,  Ca ll for p "

Memory Modules
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KATI

Disk labels
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Re-Mark- It disk labels x 10 L2 .4 9
I 0 Ca pa city box L 0 . 9 9
50 Capacity lockable  box £ 3 . 9 9
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•I  S DCapaciry Posso box £ 2 0 .9 9
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0 out of  10 Software cont inue
their educat ional series  with

Essential Science, a collection of
SIX games designed to educate the 5 to
12-year old.  To cope with such a wide
age range, the package has a user-defin-
able level of difficulty and the child can
progress in a set of clear-cut stages.

Games vary from Steamer, where you
must choose correct measurements, for
example,  to Shut t le,  a  cunningly  dis -
guised educational asteroids game that
requires the player to identify the correct
animal. Spectrum aims to give the player
scientific facts in an interesting way, such
as identifying parts of the body or parts of
a flower. Space Walk  also requires the
identification of  certain objects f rom a
given description, and Microscope lets the
child unc ov e r  f ac t s  a s  i f  u n d e r  a
Microscope.

Marks are awarded for every game and
stars given for each section which tell the
child how much progress has been made.
The parent  or teacher can also check
progress as tour different colours indicate
levels of  success. Red indicates help
needed, yellow signifies practice needed,
green is  given for full marks, and blue
medals are for continued success.

UNAPPEALING
At first glance, though, it 's hardly an

appealing package. And what  instantly
strikes about  Essential Science is  the
appalling graphics. It would be an insult to
the Spec t rum ZX to say the graphics
resembled one of  their earlier games
because these are probably worse. When
most doting parents are buying PCs  for
their precious Luke or Lucy to educate
them through glossy mult imedia pack-
ages, then there's nothing more guaran-
teed to make the 'educational Amiga' die
a death than ugly titles like this.

Fortunately though. it 's content that
matters, and Educational Science is rela-
tively proficient in this area. The activities
are vaned enough and will suit children in
this range. Some are very good such as
the measuring exercises and they do
teach some of the rudiments of science
quite well.

However, at the other end of the scale,
some of the activities defy belief. One of
them requires you to uncover an object
underneath one of the slides as if it were
a microscope.  The child then has  to
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oh the  the rmome te r me a sure me nts

uncover the right weather picture with
the right weather text, for example.
However, some of them look far too
s imilar and a younger player is
going to need help init ially -  an
adult would probably have to think •
about it too. For instance, at first it
would s eem a bent  ov er t ree
would represent wind -  that is until
you find a kite and realise this is in
fact wind. This happens on a num-
ber of occasions and it's not that the
exercise is particularly difficult, but more
that the pictures are hard to identify.

The instructions for some of the activi-
ties are also rather bewildering such as,
'Which here has never been alive at any
time?' -  nicely put  Or how about, 'Which
of these is now dead?' where one of the
answers is  Turkey Slices. It's enough to
make you turn vegetarian and does little to
help a child's understanding.

One t hing t hat  has n' t  real ly  been
thought Out is how to maintain the child's
interest. The target age range will have
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very short  attention spans and simple
things that could have held their interest
such, as sound effects, appear to have
been neglected. The computer pings or

beeps in appropriate places but their is
little else.

It does redeem itself, though,
with the Certificate system, where
the players can either print out or
show on sc reen the progress
made. This  would be ideal in a
school situation or where the tam-

Down the wrong
track

This isn't a particularly bad title. In f a
c tsome of the activities are quite reason
-able, and it has been well structured for
the wide age range. However,  this
nowhere near up to the same standard
as their other 10 out of 10 titles, and a
little more attention to detail would have
paid dividends.

•.-

Product: Essential Science
Price; £25.95

Software House: 10 out of 10
Tel: 01132394627

ily has  t wo  o r  more  children
because i t  g iv es  t he  players

something to strive for.

Ease of use
Imple me nta tion
Value for money
Overall
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H A R D W A R E

t may seem strange that a Com-
pany would release a flicker fixer
in this day of high speed graphic

cards, and the DbIPAL capable AGA chip
set. A few years ago there was good rea-
son for getting hold of a flicker fixer, as
this was the only way to use 640 x 512
screen resolutions without going blind. So
if all you need to do nowadays is buy a
cheap VGA monitor to access these high
resolutions, why on Earth do you need a
flicker fixer?

If you own an A4000, the options avail-
able to you when it comes to choosing a
monitor are fairly  limit ing.  You eit her
splash out  on an expens ive mult isync
monitor that will allow you to wad( in any
resolut ion, or plump for a cheap VGA
monitor and lose the ability to display any
of the standard low sync screen modes
the Amiga uses.

Whichever option you choose, the only
way you can use the AGA's high resolu-
t ion modes  is  v ia t he s c an-doubled
modes, such as DbI PAL This comes with
a number of drawbacks - firstly DbIPAL is
horribly slow, especially when you use
more than four biplanes. The reason for
this is that the DMA channels are so busy
just  k eep ing  t he  dis play  ha rdware
supplied with screen data that there is
virtually no time left to be able to update
the screen.

VIDEO DRAWBACK
The second drawback is that you can-

not use these screen modes  to record
video.  This  requires  us ing a PAL or
NTSC, if you are American, screen mode.

The addition of the flicker fixer will allow
you t o access all the Amiga's  screen
modes on a normal VGA monitor. This is
achieved by the flicker fixer scan doubling
the PAL modes up to a rate that normal
VGA monitors can handle. For video peo-
ple this is pretty darn useful, as you can
use an interlaced screen for your video
work without having to actually view those
nasty flickery interlaced screens. I t  will
even let you play games on a monitor -  if
you do that sort of thing.

Installation of the flicker fixer is as easy
as it gets for a Zorro card. The card has
to reside in the A4000s video slot, which
is typically the bottom one, So if the video
slot is already in use, the flicker fixer is

flow you ran
811E55 all the 5111
1
211MfiriP5 you want r0111te54
of the filther &gr. lieu 117ohr 1E1liE11J5

not going to be of much use -  unless you
like expensive wall decorations, or you
feel l ik e popping out  and buy ing an
A4000T.

Once the card has  been s lot ted in
place, when you reboot your machine you
can gasp and coo at the new flickerless
screens. I f  you were already  us ing a
DbIPAL screen mode. you will have to first
delete the ScreenMode.prefs file from the
ENVARC:Sys drawer before you can con-
tinue, as the flicker fixer is not too keen on
scan doubling a scan-doubled screen.

You are provided with three video out-
puts -  for the monitor a typical VGA 15 pin
RGB output, anti for video connection you
have a compos ite and SVHS sockets,
There is also a single switch that allows
you to choose between the card being
able t o display full vertical overscan or
1440 horizontal pixels  in Super Hi-res
mode. The switch is provided because the
board cannot automatically detect what
15Khz mode the Amiga is in.

The flicker fixer also provides de-inter-
lacing of  ot her Amiga sc reen modes ,
Pnmarily Super72 and MultiScan, this will
allow you to use 600x600 and 640x1024
screen modes fl icker free. You should,
however. ,  check beforehand that  your
monitor will be able to cope with those

One problem with the flicker fixer Is that all the jumpers used to adlust the tim-
ing of the picture are not located at the end. along with the switch and sockets.
This means If you have any other cards fitted, I l l s extremely difficult to adjust
the jumpers. You basically end up pulling all your other Zorro cards out in order
lo get access to them.

An associated problem is that the pot used for fine adjusting of the picture is
also located on the board, which again makes things very awkward. The A3000
had a flicker fixer built in -  why they did not do the same with the A4000 I do not
know - but the A3000 had I s pot nicely located on the outside for easy access.

These problems are not too severe because once the flicker fixer is set up.
you do not have to access the jumpers or the pot again.

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5

sync rates of
up to 64kHz. The -
standard flicker fixer is
a PAL-only version -  apparently, there is
a special NTSC version that  will allow
Americ ans  t o  u s e  t h e  S V HS  and
composite outputs on NTSC devices.

If you are looking for a complete solu-
t ion that  wil l  a l low you to display al
Amiga screen modes, then a flicker fixer
is the only real answer. The AGA flicker
fixer is a very nice piece of kit, but even
so. E400 is an awful lot of money to as
for it. Especially considering flicker fixers
used to cost E125 a few years ago i r
-
qSYSTEM ESSETITIFILS

RED Essential B L A C K  = Recommended

• •
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Product: AGA Flicker Fixer
Supplier: Power Computing

Price.' £399
Phone: 01234 273000

Ease of use
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Value for money —
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NschMerster £79.95
SuperIAMI I  I + £59.95
SyncPro SMPIE Box •  • • . . . . . (151.95
Triple Play Pius L159.95
Aura 12 bet Sampler , 179.95
Megalosound Sampler 123.95
Music X 2 L49•95
Pro Midi Interface C19.95
Technosound Turbo 2 Pro New £25.95

I m a ge  Pr ocessing
Art Department Professional v2.5 £139.00
Epson GT6500 Scanner Sofrware £89.95
ASOG Pro Control £50.95
Morph Plus , , £129.95
Image IX 2 (AF 95% !II) E184.95
DataChrorrieNtw 129.95
C A D
X-CAD 2000 • 121.95
X•CAD 2000 AEC NEW   •
tridolki Architecagal Symbol Libraries

£49.95

X-CAD 3000 £119.95
X.CAD 3000 AEC MEE •  , L178.95
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P a i nti ng
Pro Vector 3 New £174.95
DPaint 5 £59.95
Personal Paint 6.3 Nre,  Vassa001 149.95
Photogenics £49.95
TV Paint 3 £329 95
Brilliance 2 145.95

The Font & Clipart Book t9.95
Workbench 3 A-Z Insider Guide L13•95
Mastering Amiga Areas LI7•95
Mastering Amiga Printers £17.95
Mastering Anna Dos 3.0 Reference 19.95
Mastering Amiga Dos 2 Vo12 LI7 95
Mastering Amiga Dos Scripts £19 95
UK Comms L 1 9 9 5
Book  &  V i de o Packs
Al203 Beginner's Pack 136 95
Workbench 3 Booster Pack (36 95
V i deos
Intro to the Al200 - Tutorial C14 95
Intro to the Al200 - A Deeper Look (14 955

SCSI interface  £ 5 9 . 9 5
'Grab 24RT SHVS New Mem el  £125.95
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It 8802 Genlock  £ 1 5 9 . 9 5
I. 9402 SVHS . . . .  £279.95

Amp 12 AGA. ,  t 6 4  95
24 RT   L 1 4 9  95
24 Pro RI  £ 2 0 9 . 9 5

Cards
with 05rrib  £ 1 4 . 9 5

ithI l l b  £ 1 9 . 9 5
MIX with I fib  1 2 4  95
SiOC with IMb A clock  L 3 2  95
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Nee Pro v2   E 1 9 9  95
r2 to v2.5  C 7 9  95

de coverdisk to v2.5   C 1 4 9  95
rnal Sounds Kit   £ 2 4 . 9 9

£24.99
£29.99
‘29 99
1.29.95
£29.99

Toollut
*Tools Kit

Tools Kit
P-c. Studio Kit
Rule for Took

Books

For a limited period only we're
offering Music X v2 and a

Microdeal Pro Midi interlace
for just £64.95. a saving of LS

over the usual prices !

Bars & Pipes v I Manuals - the perfect com-
panion for your cover disk ! Just £29.95 I n r

3D & Ren e r i ng
Van PTO 10
Villa LAI

I I k
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a
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s

arniarni for Vista
3.0

• n24
Capn Broadcast v3, I
bece
vol  
I  
•  
F o
r g
e

bwic.yol 2 * Forge
Pat 30 Pro 11 _
Real 30 CLissic
Pee 30 c3
tul 30 2 4 to 3 upgrade

e /  /iso e s e

Imagine 3
Rolling Upgrade pro.

gram Includes Imagine 3 1
to 4 I You must have
Imagine 3 to qualify.

3_1 - 3.3 an stock now.
0 9 3 5

.....

LI29 95
L179 95
1299 95

£2795
124,95
£9.95
L9.95

• , 199.95
189.95

£249.99
£79.95

• • C79 95
C94 95

• (5995
• £31995

t166 95

Amp Total' Wor k be nc h N e w  .  . .  £ 1 9 9 5
Amp Tour Dos New .  . . .  121.95
AisepTotall Assembler New £ 2 1 . 9 5
kelp Total' Beginners New  1 1 9 . 9 5
A i  Basic - A Dabhand Guide   £ 1 7 . 9 5
Maiterng Amiga Programming Secrets    L19.95
Seven of frontier Elite   £ 8 . 9 5
Swats oi Sim City 2000  1 9 . 9 5

k k
t
1200

 Irsider Guide 112.95
1200 Next Steps.   £ 1 2 . 9 5
' Disks A Drawn Insider Guide.  £ 1 2 . 9 5

bier Insider Guide  L I 3 • 9 5
oo Publishing _ .. .    C 1 4 . 9 5

here -lints & Tips  £ 7 . 9 5

X-Link 28.8k Fax & Data Modem  C 2 3 2 . 9 5
X-Link 14 4k Modern with GP Fax. 1 1 6 9 . 9 5
X.Link 28.13k Modern with GP Fax. •  1172.95

All Modems Are BT Approved
Disk Dr i ves
AS00 Internal Floppy Drive „  •  L35. 95
A600 & Al200 Internal Floppy Drrye L 3 8  95
Quad Speed CD Rom Drive for MOO & Al200
with SCSI Interface   ( 2 9 9 , 9 5
2.5" 340Mb Internal ID E Hard drive for Al200
and A600. . . . . . . .  1 1 6 9 _ 9 5
2,5" 510Mb Internal IDE Hard drive for Al200
and MOO  •  , •  C 2 4 9 , 9 5
2.5" IDE Cable •  18.95

All Hard Drives Come With Installation
Software

O t h e r
Naksha Greyscale Hand Scanner for Amiga 500
and 500+  £ 5 9 . 9 5
Tabby Graphics Tablet   L 5 7  95

1 =
1
.
1 5
1

I c M E
W P  & D T P
Final Copy 2   L 4 7  95
Final Writer 4 NEW VERSION / 6 9 , 9 5
Mini Office L 3 7  95
Pen Pal . . . . .  1 2 9 . 1 3 0
Pagestream 3   £ 1 7 4 . 9 5
Wordworth 3.ISE . . . . .  £ 4 4 . 9 5
Wordworth 3.1 . . . . . . . . . . .  L 7 9  95
Databases
Datanexus New  £ 2 4 . 9 5
Diva Datastore   •  E45.95
Ni ta  Organiser New   £ 3 9 . 9 5
Final Data Hew . . . . .  •  1 3 9 . 9 5
Twist 2   L 8 9 • 9 5

i tT1 7 L1 7
-
1 E S

S oftw a r e  DevolOprraltr i t
Gamesmith , ,    t e 4 . 9 5
Dice C Compiler New L 9 8  95
DevPac 3  £ 5 1 . 9 5
Hisoft BASIC 2 L 5 4 _ 9 5
mos •  . . . . .  . . . . .  L 2 5 _ 9 5
Hisoft Pascal   0 4  95
Disk Uti l i t i es
ArniElack   £ 2 9 . 9 5
AmiFileSak User NeW  E 2 1 3 . 9 5
AmiFileSafe Pro New  C 6 8  95
DirWork I    £ 2 9 . 9 5
Directory Opus 5   t 4 9 _ 9 5
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Big Alternative Stroller 2_
Distant Suns 5.0
Makepath for Vista
Media Point v3

£49.95
£ 2 7 . 9 5

1 9 •9 5
£249.95

Montage 24  ( 2 5 9 . 9 5
Scala HT100   £ 4 9 . 9 5
Scab Mi l l  II New LoWes Pelee .  £94. 95
ScaLs 11M300 New Lowell Plum  2 1 9 . 9 5
Scala MM400 1 2 4 9 . 9 5
Scala Echo EE100  £ 1 3 9 . 9 5

Specty Sensation 2 P I M
Amines 1-4 4 CD pack
Amines 7 HEW
Amines 6 NIEW
Desktop Video CD
Essential Utilities vol I  CD
Giga Graphics 4 CD pack
Grolier Encyclopedia CD

£18.95
124.95

£ 1 4 . 9 5
£14.95
£13.95

C8,95
£38.95
L
-
2
8
.
9
5

ADI GCSE Maths. C 1 9 _ 9 9
ADI GCSE English •  £19.99
ADI GCSE French . . . . .  •  E19.99
ADI Junior Reading • • L 1 5 . 9 9
AN Junior Counting L 1 5 . 9 9

When ordering. please don't forget to include the
carriage charges Charges within the UK are
£2.50 per Item for first class post (which usually
arrives the next day). A next-day courier service
is available, within the UK mainland and sublets to
availability, a t  £6.00 regardless of order size.
Please ask for overseas pricing, and pricing for
islands A Scottish Highlands_
You can pay by
Credit Card : Visa. Mastercard. Access, Delta,
Switch and American Express. We only bill your
card y s the nw e
L
de s pa tc h 
t h e  
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Now open Saturday & Sunday from 12pm to 4pm
Emera ld Cre a tiv e  Te c hnology  Ltd

Rapid Hous e ,  5 4  Wa ndle  Ba nk
London SW1 9  1 DW

Tel : 0 1 8 1 -7 1 5  8 8 6 6  F a x  : 0 1 8 1 -7 1 5  8 8 7 7
eMail  : Emera ld@eWorld.com

( 7 3
,
1 7
1 : 1
c
-
i :

GB Route Plus  4 3 1 . 9 5
Mar Ishot Plus   1 3 5 . 9 5
Music Librarian •  • / 2 2 . 9 5
Plants For All Seasons . E 2 2 . 9 5
S pr eadsheets
Final Calc   ( p l e a s e  call
Turbocak 2   £ 4 9 . 9 5
Fi nance
Cashbook Combo... .
Counting House New
.Digits Horne Office
Money Matters
Personal Finance Manager +
System 3E

Disk Expander.
Gigamem.
Infonexus NEW
Video Back-up System Phone •
Video Bacloup System Scan • •
XCopy Pro
Com m uni c a t i ons
GP Fax
Termite.
Mi scel l aneous
Maxxon Magic
Studio II Print Manager New
Hein Quotne Prearf Dien,

Scala MM400+EE100 BAYS
Terraform tor Vista.
Vista Lite.
Vista P ro

e r t z t z

LSI I

09.99
£49.95

, L39.95
£34.99
£19.95

• £49.99

c29.95
/47.95
£25.95
£54.95
£57.95
C19 95

144.95
31.95

£23.95
£48.95

£349.95
• £9.95
L25_95

, L25_95

V I I I -  B U N D L E  P A C K S

Vista Pro or  Li te .Distant Suns,
Maicepath + Ter r afor m  now  /54.95

Vista Pr o or  Lite,  Makepath +
Ter rafor rn 43 5.9 5

GFX Sensation CD   ( 1 8 9 5
Lightworks by Tobias Richter CD / 3 8 . 9 5
Star Trek Multimedia CD E 2 6 . 9 5
Arcade Classics CD   £ 9 . 9 5
World of Clipart Double CD •  •  • £16.95
Multimedia Toollut CD, • • 0 . 7  95
Makin' Music New   1 2 4  95
Ten on Ten N M   ( 3 9 9 5

Merlin's Maths    £ 1 6 . 9 9
Paint and Create £ 1 6 . 9 9
Spelling Fair ,   £ 1 6 . 9 9
Noddy 's Playtime £ 1 6 . 9 9
Noddy's Big Adventure 1 1 6 . 9 9

PC Task 3
PC Task 3,1 allows you to run software designed for IBM PCs and compatibies

on you Armga ' It emulates a 80286 based PC, so you can run Windows 3 I and
applications like Microsoft Word and Excel, All for just £59.95 !
Upgrade from v2 04.95 • please enclose your PC Task v2 disk

Upgrade from PD version 1 4 4
9 5 .  p l e a s e  
e n c l o s e  
y o u r  
d i s k

Cheque :  Please make cheques payable t r
Emerald Creauve Technology Ltd.

All priong includes VAT but not carriage W e  reserve the
n e t  to change prices y o u  A ll be informed of any change
when you oirdir• fault)
, g o o d s  
w o e  
b e  
r e p l a c
e d  
o r  
r e p a
i r e d

if tenoned within 3 0  days of purchase W e  will refund .•
we can't repair the  goods I t  is the  responsibility of
customer to check for conspatibility of a particular prod.
1,Ct with existing equipment before buying-E&OE
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Ease of use 10
Imple me nta tion 10
Value for  mone y 9
Overall 10:
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to look at. I  know we've been
promis ing it  f or quite a while

now, but the facts of the matter are that
lOmega, the company that produces the
Zip, has been so inundated with orders
in the States that none of  their produc-
t ion run  has  reac hed t hes e shores .
However, thanks to a licencing deal with
Epson, t he Zip should be in plent iful
supply by the time you read this piece.

First impressions of the Zip are very
good. I t 's a gorgeous looking bit  of kit,
its lines reminiscent of something out of
Bladerunner. The drive, as you can see,
is a metallic blue, in splendid contrast to
the drab beiges we have been used to
for computer peripherals for a long time
now.

The rear end of  the drive shows us
two 25-way SCSI ports -  in and out -  for
putting the Zip in the middle of a SCSI
chain, a termination switch -  on or off -
and a SCSI ID switch. The ID switch is
the only  possible problem with the Zip
as you can only use SCSI IDs five and
six, which might  be a pain for A3000
owners. But  with this  being the Zip's
only limitat ion.  I  can see a day when
SCSI unit  fi ve or six is  the s tandard
position for a Zip in the way that three is
there for CD-ROM or tape back up.

The Zip's power supply plugs into the
side of the drive using a right-angle plug
which slots into the s ide of  the drive,
leaving that edge flush -  which is lolly
handy as you might  want  to stand the
Zip on its side. The Zip has two lights at
the front and an eject button that feels
just like the old Spec t rum keyboard.
Overall, its  dimens ions  are not  much
larger than a standard external fl oppy
drive unit, and it weighs less than most
external drives I have seen.

The disks the Zip uses look almost
like normal floppy disks, apart  f rom the
fact that they are somewhat thicker and
have a  small shutter. They  also don't
have a  write protect tab,  but  more of

(heap, fa5t, good_
but big

If you want a Zip, but you really need
more space per disk, !Omega will be
bringing Out a new drive based on the
technology used in the Zip, called the
Jaz drive. The Jaz looks similar to the
Zip but is a bit taller and the disks are
also about twice as thick.

The big difference is in the capacity
of the disks the Jaz uses. While the
Zip seems impressive storing 100Mb
to a  di sk,  the  Jaz  wi l l  astoni sh
because it can hold a staggering one
gigabyte on each disk.  The  Only
potential flies in the ointment are the
facts that the Jaz won't be available
for some time and that it will be con-
siderably more expensive than the
Zip.

that later. There is an interesting prism-
like device on the left-hand corner of the
disk nearest the shutter, which may  be
something to stop manufacturers f rom
copying the disk design -  SyQuest own-
ers wil l  know the number of  dif ferent
manufacturers of  cartridges for their dri-
ves. Sliding back the shutter reveals a
single disk, again much like a floppy,
only with air on either s ide of the disk
rather than being sandwiched between
cloth.

RATE OF KNOTS
Insert ing a disk  into t he Zip driv e

results in the disk being brought up to
speed at  a rate that  will surprise and
delight SyQuest owners -  the disk being
ready for use within about four seconds.
Once it  is ready, the disk will read and
write data at a sustainable rate of about
1Mb a second. Yes,  a meg a second.
Pretty impressive for a removable media
device.

The Zip is only currently available in
an external version, although an internal
one isn't out of  the realms of possibility
and there are two versions of the disks
that it uses. The 100Mb disk is readily
available,  but  t he 25Mb disk 's  future
looks in doubt. After all, who is going to
want a  25Mb disk for only slightly less
than the 100Mb version? HiSoft will also
be shipping the Zip with an adaptor to
link it up to a Squirrel, and a set of tools
for formatting and toggling write protec-
t ion wh i c h  i s  c on t ro l l ed  t h r o u g h1 D

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5

sof tware,  ra t her  t han us ing a writ e
protect tab.

It seems that  the Zip drive actually
breaks one of the primary rules of com-
puting -  take any two of  the following
three t e rms : -  Cheap ,  Fas t ,  Good.
Basically, you can have something that
is fast and good but  not  cheap, cheap
and last but not good -  you get the idea.
But the Zip seems to break this rule and
goes for all three at  once. With a pnce
below E200 it certainly isn't expensive -
we were paying that for a bare 105Mb
Quantum hard drive not  so long ago
and at a meg a second, the Zip certainly
compares favourably  wit h an internal
hard drive. So that's fast taken care of,
and wit h its looks and overall useful-
ness, you haven't  got  a good product
you've got a great one.
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Price: E189_99 - 100Mb disk
E15.95 (less for quantity)

Supplier: HiSoft
Tel: 01525 718181
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NowTek
http://wwwsiewtek.comi

The manufacturing stars of the Amiga
platform. LightWave? Video Toaster? Do
we need to say mor e? Yes because,
despite the company's pedigree,  the
actual site is something of a disappoint-
ment. There's plenty of PR info on their
various high calibre packages, but they
really coul d do wi th addi ng more- A
heipline? Pricing? Reviews? Hints and
tips? Li nk s  t o  other
NewTek p r o d u c t -
related s i t e s ?
There's a great deal
of scope. Come on
NewTek, show your
Net metal.

White  the  site i n  Dutch,  the re 's
going to be  a n v e r s i o n  winging it s
wa y in  the  ne a r i n  the  M e a l"(IMO.
took a t  M e  pre tty picture s a nd roa ds& tha t
the Amiga  a ctua lly ha s a  compe ls,  with
some mone y behind it  a t  long M a t

Escom
http:/Nrwwmeronicantlescomt

If you know Dutch then this is just lab.
but otherwise take a look at the pretty
pictures. Apparently there is an English
version on i ts way.  You have been
warned.

Desi gn:PARTI CULARLY
Li nks:APPLI CABLE
OVERALL:SORRY

Amiga rP5OL11(25
The Amiga Home Page

http:llwwwomnipresence_com/Amigai

An excellent  s tart ing point  for al l  things  Amiga.
Profiles, site links and news form the main bulk of
what's on offer. Vis it  various magazines,  fi nd Out
about Amiga-specific downloadable software, take a
trip to one of  the many companies producing stuff
for your favourite machine,  meet  other users, join
groups  f or s ome indulgent  chat  on t he Amiga.
and flick through the variety of fi lm and TV projects
using the great  machine as part  of  the product ion
process.

During the Commodore crisis, the guys running the
site kept constant into to help, aid and inform worried
owners. Well worth a visit, and thumbs up to them for
making this one of the best Amiga
sites to go to, One niggle though
-  you sometimes find that cer-
tain pages are not accessible
so don't expect instant updat-
ing in some of the areas. Not
devastating but a bit of a shame
all the same.

the ultimate
0  ook ing up to t he Internet  may  be seen

by some as an expensive ordeal -  buying
a fast  modem and increased phone bills

can s eem like a s teep investment,  but  the
result ing opportunit ies  are wel l  wort h t he init ial
expense_

Despite the lack of  commerc ial support  over the
last y ear  or  so.  t he I nt ernet  s it es  av ai lable t o

Amigans are still as buoyant as ever. The popul
of the machine continues to amaze and its exter
presence on the Web is  a sure-fi re s ign that
Amiga isn't about to drop off the face of the plant
the foreseeable future.

What follows is  a rundown of  some of  the b
and best sites around and what  they've got on
for that budding cyberpunic in you.

Conte nt:4
Design:4

' L i n k s : 3

_

The one  a nd only Amiga  Computing -
Incomparable  o f  courss a nd Our -  I  mean the ir
- home  pages come  with  a  full thprishs•up

Amiga Computing
httpliwww.demon.co.ukramigacompl

Here it is - the best commercial Amiga mag site
•n the Web. If you want the latest rundown on
the current issue and a few reviews and fea-
tures t hrown in to boot,  then you've just
scraped the top of the iceberg! Also hunt

round Our top ten lave site list and grab hold
of some excellent subscription offers. Bless.

Amiga Report On-line Magazine
http://wwwomnipresence.comiAmigae

News/AR/index.html

A labour of love for the editor-in-chief,
Jason Compt on,  Amiga  Repor t  is
another ex ample of  t he dedicat ion
shown b y  us ers .  News ,  rev iews ,
prev iews ,  o p i n i o n  a n d  mo r e  a r e
offered in healthful doses,  plus  this
guy h a s  a ls o  been  k nown  t o  ge t
exc lus ives.  A l l  t h e
back i s s u e s  a r e
available to browse
through and,  i n
true public  spirit ,
the whole thing is
absolutely  f r e e .
Recommended.

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5

nte nt:5
Design:4
Links:4

Overall:4

The Amiga Web Directory
h t t p
.
. .
8 w w
w . p
r a i r
i e n
e t . o
r g i c
o m m
u n i t
y /

clubsicuougiamiga,html

An awesome mass of links to absolutely anything to
do with the Amiga. Watch in horror as your eyes pop
out at the sheer number of links to
spend lots  of  phone bill money
on. De v e l o p e r s ,  s o f t wa r e
shareware, Jpegs, Escom info,
FAQs. etc  etc etc. Oh lordy,
this, coupled with the Amiga
Home Page  a n d  Aminet ,  i s
invaluable.

Design:4
Links:5

Overall:5

n e
w
5 g
r o
u
p 5

Ja w dropp ing*  compre he nsive ,  tho bode tha t  cre a te d
this should give  the mse lve s a  se rious sla p  on the  ba ck.
you need to know some thing a bout the  Amiga  a nd the
Internet,  th is should be  your fi rst  port o f  ca ll without
he sita tion. Groa t stuff! Oh, a  double  plug in  one  feature!

arity
sive
the

t for

atter
offer

news:comp.sys.amiga.advocacy
news:comp.sys.amiga.apphcations
news:compsys,amiga.announce
news:comp.sys.amigadatacomm
news:comp.sys.amiga.emulations
news:compsysamiga,graphics
news:compsys.amiga.misc
news:compsysamiga.networking
news:compsys.amiga.programmer

Newsgroups are an excellent forum f
debate and help on a part icular su
ject. Wi t h  t he Amiga's  current  crop
this is  part icularly obvious and show
the k ind of  support  the machine sti
receives ,  ev en af t er  s pending to
much of  its t ime sitting on a backbur
er. Check out all the above if there's
relevant subject you want to talk abo
receive help with, or slag off.



For those who have indulged themselves in t he
rather superb Aminet CDs currently available, you'll
know what kind of immense potential the site has.
The largest collect ion of  Amiga sof tware on the
Internet. if you need a very specific
program, demo, fish disk, game,
3D model, picture, sound. music
module o r  wha t ev e r ,  t h e
Chances are you'll find it buried
somewhere in here and easily
available with the comprehensive
directory system.

Brought t o  y o u  b y  t h e  Ch a mp a i g n - Ur b a n a
Commodore Users Group, check who else all over
the world is talk ing and support ing the Amiga as
hardcare enthusiasts. From England and Ireland to
the States and Australia, there are hollinks to several
and addresses to write off to for others.

Aminet
http://src.doc.ic.ac.uk/publiciaminetiinfoi

www/home-src_cloc.html

Commodore Users Groups
hatp://www.prairienet.orglcommunity/

clubsicucugiusergroups.html

Herb
Par/fed with 501tware, info and debate, the

fimiga 15 admitablq ratered for by the Internet.
fit/am PhiIl11J5 tPII5 you whq

CD32 Newagroup
news:comp.sys.arniga.cd32

While Escom are spouting Out conflict-
ing messages concerning the games
console's future, there's st ill plenty of
info to be gleaned from the Internet on
the grey lunchbox's talent. This  partic-
ular news g roup  h a s  me s s a g e s .
debate, and FAOs  f rom all ov er the
world discussing the various strengths,
weaknesses and problems  wit h t he
machine.

C :
I l
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n t
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Design:3
Links:1

Overall:3
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Content:5
Design:4
Links:4

Overall:5

Amos City
httpliwww.cee.hwac.ukl-ceebdbiamosi

The ever popular sof tware authoring package has
plenty of sites dedicated to it. Amos City is one of the
more comprehensive examples,  wit h downloadable
files for use with the package, mailing lists for other
users (highly useful for obtaining info,
help and t ips),  extensions to the
program, and more.

Could do wit h ex panding -
judging from our mail bag, there's
still plenty of demand Out there -
but c e r t a i n l y  w o r t h  a  v i s i t
nevertheless.

Conte nt:3
Design:2
Links:3

Overall:3
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Content:3
Design:3
l ink s :4

Overall:3

Amiga Mosaic Home
httpliwwwomnipresence.comiamosaic/2.0/

Sworn by most  as the WWW browser
for the Amiga, this site contains all

the latest info on upgrades, ques-
tions, documentat ion,  sc reen-
shots, downloadable vers ions
and more .  Us ef u l  a n d  s ome

would say vital, this is one of the
first port of calls for Net virgins.

V
.

Design:3
Links:3

Overall:3
Amiga Formula One

http://cswww2.essex.ac.uki
usersirobeoy/afl.html

I doubt that Microprose ever realised that when their premier
racing game, Formula One Grand Prix, was  released it  would
attract this kind of devotion, Packed with info on the fan club,
programs to aid better play and more, this is the ultimate site for
budding Mic hael  Sc humac hers  (or  Damon Hi l l  i t  y ou' re
desperate to he patriotic), Recommended for fanatics only,

Wonders 110VOI c a l l )  -  this home pa ys is tor fa na tics of  blicroprose 's
cle a sic only. Exte nsive  stuff. I  wonde r if  M a  a uthor ge ts out much?

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5
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Art
Eric Schwartz

hapitinfo.ox.ac.uki-keb10206/erichtml

Seemingly the Amiga's  animat ion mas-
cot. Eric  Schwartz  has  gained himself
quite a formidable reputation. This site is
as extensive as  they come,  wit h what
appears to be a complete listing of all the
man's anim work to date. All download-
able with info on when they were created,
brief plot descriptions, size of  files, and
access to what you'll need to play them -
anyone with a penchant  f or Schwartz
should walk  away  f rom this s ite with a
warm g l o w i n  t h e i r
belly. Plus a look at
his artwork,  a  few
words  f r o m t h e
man himself ,  and
a his t ory  of  Amy
the squirrel.

Design:3
Links:2

Overall:3

That ma n Eric ha s be e n churning out stuff
for ye a rs now a nd th is We b site  ha s
produce d a  glowing tribute  to  the  a rt ist 's

Rainbow of Chaos
httpilwww.indy.net i-geminill

anyone want ing to
submit any of  their
mas terpieces  f o r
inclusion.

Amiga Art Gallery
http://wwwomnipresence.com/Amigai

Gallery/Gallery.html

Work ing in c onjunc t ion wit h Amine' ,
here's  a large port f olio of  cons tant ly
updated images  to brows e t hrough.
Featuring the usual rendering delights of

LightWave,  I magine,
Aladdin 4D. and Real

3D, there's  s ome-
thing h e r e  f o r
everyone.  P l u s
there's some Mpeg

to download as well.

Focusing more on 2D art  by Amigans,
this site has a couple of  resident artists
and links to other artistic fanatics. There's
no doubt  that  there needs to be more
work to browse through

but t h e  g a l l e r y  1 1 1 1 1 %'owner'  h a s  a n  C o n t e n
open i n v i t e  t o  D e s i g n : 3

Links:2
Overall:2
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It was the height of summer, and the flmiga
Teihnologie5 filE55 ifinfElent
-
P a n n o u n r e d  
t h e  
r e b i r t h

of the fimiga in the till Careth lathfi115P 1POOrt5
on the tough OUP5tiOning the romoang had to fate

t was the moment  we've been
waiting 18 months for since the
demise of  the old Commodore

Empire: the Amiga is back, said the men
from Es c om,  and on target to hit  the
streets of Britain in time for September.

The official UK relaunch of the Amiga
took place at a press conference at the
Sheraton Hotel in Heathrow on a swel-
tering s ummer  day  i n  mid-Augus t .
Optimists might have taken the sunshine
as a good omen,  but difficult questions
had been fermenting during the months
since the takeover, however, and Amiga
Computing was there to fi nd out  what
substance lay behind the talk.

The panel assembled to state Amiga
Technologies' case included most of the
Key players f rom Europe and Britain,
which at least showed some encourag-
ing commitment to the key UK market.
Petro Tyschtschenko, the company 's
general manager, was accompanied by
Jonathon Anderson and John Smith of
Amiga Technology  UK.  plus  PR man
Gilles Bourdin, and Barry Thurston of
SCALA who was  there to orchestrate
Ile multimedia presentation,

II soon became apparent,  however,

that t he amount  of  new and concrete
information available was rather limited.
The announced specifications for the roll-
out Amigas, for example, held no surp-
rises, with even the faster 060 version of
the 4000T not available until November
at the earliest.

Amiga Tec hnologies  were not  in a
position to disclose much more about the
contents of  the software to be bundled
with new Amigas either. John Smith, UK
Sales Manager,  rev ealed that  1200s
would include a database, word proces-
sor, spreadsheet, paint package and two
games, but specific product names were
unavailable.

BUNDLED UP
The confus ion over how Scala was

going to be combined with 1200s was
finally c leared up,  with the announce-
ment of two different Al200 bundles. The
E399 bundle announced last month will
lack a hard drive, and it was decided that
it would be impractical to include SCALA
with this option. Consequently,  a  £499
package was  announced containing an
Amiga with a built -in 170Mb hard drive

)1.

Marketing a legend
Asked if there were any plans to advertise the Amiga products, Tyschtschenko
replied that this would not be possible until next year. This means that at the
time when Microsoft and the Japanese console manufacturers are taking over
prime time TV slots,  the Ami ga wil l  have l i ttle pr esence outsi de i ts own
specialist press.

Anderson argued, however, that allowances had been made towards distribu-
ters to help them with cost, and he expects them to shout about the Amiga in
their own adverts. Gilles Bourdin also pointed out that Amiga Technologies'
presence at the WA fair in Berlin showed a worthwhile marketing investment.

What is encouraging is that almost 50 per cent of the 60.000 Amigas allocated
for the UK this year have already been sold. Amiga Technologies are confident
they'll sell their entire stock of Amigas produced this year.

Ami ga  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5
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and Scala MM300, on top of the standard
software bundle.

What was  surprising, however, were a
number of  statements that contradicted
details everyone thought  were set t led
some weeks ago. It appears, contrary to
what  Ty s c h t s c h e n k o  t o l d  A m i g a
Computing last month, that the Amiga will
be distributed through Escom shops after
all -  a revelation that came as a relief to
those concerned about the Amiga's high
street presence this Christmas.

U-TURN
Prev ious ly ,  Ty s c h t s c henk o  h a d

believed that the Escom staff would be
too geared towards PC and insufficiently
educated about the Arnigas to sell them
successfully. The about face, however,
seems to be based on the fact that the
employees in the UK shops will all have
had experience of selling Amigas before
the Rumbelows buyout.

CD32 owners on the verge of hara-kiri
were given pause for thought  as  well.
While the failure to outline any plans pre-
v iously had led many  to as s ume t he
console was to be consigned to the dust-
bin o f  c omput er  c ould-hav e-beans ,
Tyschtschenko gave it  a more optimistic
prognosis.

We have had t remendous problems
obtaining DRAMs, so we decided not to
produce the CD32 this year," he offered.

thrtual limiga5
Despi te i i  be i ng t he  offi ci a l

relaunch of the Amiga. they was no
sign of  them at the confer ence.
Eecom did take the opportunity to
unveil the Virtual 1-0 glasses, the
virtual reality headset for which they
have exclusive distribution rights.

Two versions will be made avail-
able. The basic video model  wil l
plug into any machine with a com-
posi te vi deo por t -  for  exampl e
Amigeand VCRs -  enabling it to 2D
and 3D films. The price is set for
£599, though they hope to dr op
prices as the technology becomes
more mainstream

The PC version includes a head-
tracker so i t can be used with 3D
games l i k e  D o o m  o r  Her e t i c
However ,  due to the fact i t wi l l
require a PAL converter ,  i t costs
£899.

Hot Mit, firmed tpmper5
The words 'press conference' might conjure up the
vision of large halls packed with hordes of scribbling
hacks, places where quickfire questioning is
accompanied by a barrage of  fl ickering
flashlights f rom the assembled press
photographers. You will not  be sur-
prised to hear that  this  af fair was
somewhat  more -  shall we say -
subdued.

Ironically. Amiga press members
themselves were rather thin on the
ground, with staff f rom the games
magaz ines  conspicuous  by  t heir
absence I t  would appear that they, at
least, are rather sceptical about the
prospects of  t he Amiga regaining it s
place at  t he heart  of  t he c omput er
entertainment industry. E s c o m ' s  MD Manfred, c o m m u n i t y  began to resurface once the

ne gotia ting In Ame rica  to
The remaining 'serious' editorial f rom e  s p e e c h e s  were over. Perhaps it had notensure  th  Am ig s ' s  su cce ss

Amiga Computing, Format, Shopper, CU h e l p e d  that the first half  of the confer.
Amiga and J AM magaz ines  as s embled at  t he e n c e  was as much about Escom's PC line and PC
Sheraton hotel, Heathrow, conversed with strained g a m e s  on the l-glasses as it  was  about Amiga.

The Al2 0 0 : Amiga  Te chnotogie s a re
confident a bout Chria tma s sa le s

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5

But you can be sure we will produce it
next year. This  year we have too many
problems with our two main products."

This year though, the only other new
products due f rom Amiga Technologies
are t he v irtual l-glasses (see our new
report ) and a mult iscan monitor that is
almos t  cert ainly  going t o be t he 14"
Microvitec 1438 -  though 15" and 17"
models are planned for next year.

Neither the speech made by  Pet ro
Tyschtschenko, or John Smith. however,
confronted many  of the doubts that had
been lurking at the back of most enthusi-
asts' minds, and it was only in the ques-
tion and answer session that the knottier
issues were addressed. Pric ing was per-
haps the most commonly voiced worry.

CLEAR AIMS
The E1900 ex VAT cost for 4000Ts

was the first target, and with faster, fully
killed PCs  available at  around £1000,
Amiga Technol ogi es had to explain
where t hey  t hought  t he i r  h igh -end
machine's market lay. "I  think one of the
problems in the past is that  the Amiga
has been badged as  if it  will do every-
thing for everyone," argued Anderson.
"We are clearly aiming the 4000T towards
the mul t imedia market .  Ev en t hough

M e  ne w mutt/sca n monitor,  looking
suspiciously like  the  M icrosite c 1 4 3 8

civility, moaned about the steep pricing for beer, and
gave voice to the sort  of  cynic ism I suppose is

expected from journalists on these occasions
Having been ushered into a small but well
filled room, the tone for the event was set

early on.  In his  opening words,  Petro
Tyschtschenko excused the absence of
Manfred Schmitt,  explaining that the
Escom MD was  s t rik ing a  deal in
America somewhere -  perhaps he was
negotiating a take-over of Microsoft. he
joked. It was the first sign that the con-

ference was more about confidence than
solid news.

Much as everyone wanted to proclaim the
return of the UK's favourite home computer.

however, old tensions within the Amiga

technology  has  mov ed on a bit ,
Amiga is  still the best machine out the
because of  its mult itasking capabili
among other things, for multimedia."

The mult imedia strategy itself was I
brought into question, however.  Esc
themselves are selling cheap, ready-
run PCs  with in-built  sound cards
speakers. The terms PC and multi
are almost  synonomous in the eyes
the general public, and even the Amiga
flagship software. Scala, is now avail
for the rival platform.

Despite being pleased by  their P
product .  Sc ala UK' s  Barry  Thurst
fought back  agains t  the idea that 1
Amiga was  overpriced and behind
times. Y o u  still have to put an awful
of expansion into a PC to get it up to
effortless performance level the Ami
has for multimedia,
- h e  
a r g u e d .  
" S o  
y

basic cost might be OK, but  your a
overall cost will be much higher. Th
part icularly t rue," he continued, 'w
you're talking about distributing infor
lion to television. The cost of putting
PAL e n c o d e r  i n  a  P C  i s  d a
expensive."

The a r g u me n t  f o r  t h e  A l 2 0
strengths seemed more compelling.
ever. Amiga Technologies admitted

ASOGOT: The  ne w gre e n ca se  would
have tatter,  too long to  produce



Amiga Tec hnolog ies  i s  r u n  l a rge l y  b y  e x -
Commodore people,  and at  one point  the panel
faced the same sort of criticism over marketing strat-
egy that was levelled at the old com-
pany Af ter all, it  was argued, there
seemed to be litt le marketing to raise
the Amiga's profile, and not  a lot  in
the way  of  new produc t s  ei t her.
'Convince us otherwise !" one person
demanded in an increasingly heated
atmosphere.

In response, Anderson contested
that the massive advert is ing cam-
paigns f r o m Mic ros o f t  a n d  t h e
Japanese giants would just  lead to
confusion for the public, and added a
criticism of his own against magazine
publishers.1 think that one of the mis-
demeanours that  mos t  mags  have
done to the detriment of our industry is to confuse
the end users big t ime," he retaliated. "They don't
know whether to wait  for this or that, and the net

..0 ;• • • -
1 1 .4

Typalthochostko. ge ne ra l ma na ge r ' We  mitt
start spending on an:Ivor-thong ne xt  ye a r, '

machine faced s ome stif f  compet it ion
both from £299 super consoles and low
priced PCs. but there was a strong belief
that the A l200  c ould win t he middle
ground as an entry-level computer.

As far as the PC was concerned. John
Smith argued, not everyone could afford
E1000 e v e n  i f  t h e y  wa n t e d  o n e .
Tyschtschenko also pointed out that PCs
were about to rise radically in price due to
the fact that  Windows  95 required a

The Hmigawi be
distributed

through [5(1al 5h0d5 dftE al
- d teuelatico that tame a5 a
rele to those concerned dint
thP

result is that they're still waiting. "Anderson's subse-
quent plea for Amiga Technologies and the special-
ist press to work together for a successful relaunch

did lit t le to calm things down. The Future
Publishing c amp accused Anderson of
snubbing Amiga magazines by giving infor-
mation to CTW first. There then ensued an
argument about who phoned who first, how
many mes s ages  we r e  le f t  o n  whos e
answering machines, and so on, until dis-
cussion of the Amiga seemed in danger of
being lost in personal disputes.

Fortunately ,  t he proc eedings  s oon
high s t reet  ret urned to more of an even keel, but a cer-

p125ence this [hristirias t a m  n amount  of  f rus t rat ion remained at
Amiga Technologies' failure to dispel some

.
w
i
d
e
l
y  
h
e
l
d  
d
o
u
b
t
s
.  
P
e
r
h
a
p
s
,  
t
h
o
u
g
h
,  
t
h
e

press were expecting too much f rom the
company in the t ime they'd had to ramp

production up. "We know there is a lot more to be
done," Gilles Bourdin acknowledged after the con-
ference had been wound up.

min imum o f  8 M b  o f  no t o r i ous l y
expensive RAM.

A lot of people originally bought their
Amigas to play games, but with Sony's
Playstation about to hit the shops, didn't
they fear for the Al200's  fortunes in the
Chris tmas season? J ohn Smit h was
unperturbed over this issue,

"I think the k ind of  productivity soft-
ware in the pack we were delivering at
the end of  Commodore's  t ime showed
the direction in which we were already
moving," he said. "Basically, I  think lots
of A500/600 users want to move over to
the 1200 -  they  now have c omput er
experience and they want  productivity
stun. They know the Amiga is far more
than lust a games machine, so we will
certainly  p u s h  t h ings  t owards  t h e
productivity side."

Anderson added that it  would attract
people who were sick of  the console's
limitations as well,  Mos t  parents want
their kids to have more than one option.
With a console you either play games or
do nothing. I  don't  think we're direct ly
squaring up to the Japanese here."

Maim or brpak
The Amiga's relaunch is Imminent, but its long-term survival is less certain.
Amiga Technologies are confident of being able to sell the Amigas allocated for
the UK market this Christmas; if they are to prevent it from slipping back into
oblivion, however ,  upgr aded machi nes wi th bundl ed CD dr ives must be
accompanied by serious investment in advertising, and the sooner the better.

If it was a pity that the conference led to some angry exchanges between the
press and the panel, it was at least a testament to how passionately everyone
assembled wanted the Amiga to be reborn. And in raising the spectre of future
challenges, it's easy to forget what Amiga Technologies have achieved in get-
ting the computer back into the shops in time for Christmas. Tyschtschenko put
it succinctly:

"To ramp production up in three months is very difficult. I can tell you I 've
never worked so hard in all my life to be successful for the Amiga as I have in
the last three months."

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
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The da y  af ter  a nnounc i ng t he
r el aunch t o  t he  pr ess .  Am i ga
Technol ogi es pr esented i ts UK
str ategy a t  a  d e v e l o p e r ' s
confer ence.  Am i ga  Com put i ng
contacted Hi -soft,  makers of the
Squirrel interface, to find out their
reaction to the key issues.

MD Davi d Li nk's views on the
pr icing wer e general l y posi ti ve.
"Taken as a whol e package,  the
bundle offers tr emendous value

for  money , " he  sai d.  Yes  we
woul d al l  l ike to see a stand-
alone Al 200 at a lower  price.
But I can under stand Ami ga ' NO
Technologies' need to put for-
ward Al 2 0 0 s  at a  pr ice that
allows them to go on support-
ing the Amiga They•ve done
that by putting forward a very
attractive software bundle. '

Link  d id add,  however,  t hat
he thought the A4000 was over-

priced and hoped i t would come
down i n  c o s t  o n c e  A m i g a
Technol ogi es  h a d  r e c ov e r e d
some of its expenditure.

UNCONCERNED
As f a r  a s  t h e  l a c k  o f  pr e -

Chr istmas adver ti sing was con-
cerned,  Li nk was unconcer ned.
"Knowi ng our  customer s as we
do. " he  commented,  "ther e•s a
large pent up demand for  Al 200s
and A4000s in the market that will
be reached through the individual
retailers. Peopl e l ike us evange-
lise the  machi ne,  a nd that 's  as
good as any advertising given the
number  of  machi nes  avai l abl e
before Christmas."

Li nk w a s  a l so i mpr essed by
Amiga Technol ogi es' mar keti ng
push,  al though he accepted that
Amiga user s wanted CD interac-
tive ti tl es as wel l  as  author i ng
systems.  " O f  c our s e  we  w a nt
pr oducts  l i k e  E n c a r t a  a n d
Cinemania." he said.  B u t  that's
up to individual publ ishers to bite
the bul let.  I  thi nk the number  of
CD dr ives sol d wi th the Squirrel
shows the ser i ous potenti al  for
any publ isher  to move in on that
market."

Like Hi -Soft  i tsel f,  we asked?
Li nk r e s ponde d posi t i vel y:  "I f
anybody wanted to appr oach us
with hal f an idea, or  an author ing
system,  or  a  ti t l e they  w a nt e d
publ i shi ng,  w e  w oul d  a l m os t
positively seriously consider it."

Not ever yonewas so posi ti ve.
however .  Chr i s  Wi l es ,  M D  o f
Acti ve Softwar e,  fel t  t he  pr i ce
even for Al 200 was set too high.
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here has always been a certain
snobbery about SCSI. If one per-
son has a SCSI hard drive and

the other an IDE then the SCSI owner
could always feel superior, and can happily
scoff at their friends inadequacies.

Generally. SCSI hard drives are consid-
ered to be superior in performance than
IDE, even though you do have to pay for
the privilege. Apart  from the performance
advantage. a SCSI interface allows you to
connect up to seven peripherals onto the
SCSI chain. This is the greatest advantage
over IDE as they only allow you to connect
two IDE hard drives, and you usually have
to left about with jumpers, making one a
master drive and the other a slave drive,
which normally  involves ringing up the
manufac tures  and get t ing the correct
details.

Currently, if  you want  to add a SCSI
interface to your Al200 your options are
quite limited. You can either buy one of the
trapdoor accelerators that also have a
SCSI option, or get a Squirrel. The first is
fairly expensive and the last ties up your
PCMCIA slot.

A few years ago that would have meant
little, as there were no PCMCIA peripher-
als around, but more and more are starting
to appear. and for certain people, leaving
the slot free might be a necessity.

Installation of the DataRyer is necessar-
ily more  complex  t han t he Squirrel,
because it plugs into the IDE slot of your
Computer, First ly,  you have to place a
small plast ic  square under where the
DataRyer will go. This is required to stop
the DataFlyer's circuit board from shorting
out on the Amiga's metal shield. You then
plug the board into the IDE port

If you have a hard drive already, you will
need to move it back about a centimetre to
allow the leads  to fit, This  is done by
unscrewing the drive from its tray and then,
using a rubber bung, the drive is wedged
back into the tray in its new position. This
might not sound very secure but the drive
really is fixed in position very firmly.

All that remains is to feed a nbbon cable
from the DataRyer round to that hole at the
back of your Al200 -  the one you never
knew a use for. By then screwing a sup-
plied metal plate into place, and then
screwing the connector into this, you end
up with a brand sparking new SCSI port at
the back of your Amiga. This just leaves
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the software to install, which is extremely
simple. You boot up your computer with
whichever partition or disk you want the
driver installed on. and the install software
will copy the correct device driver and add
a couple of lines to the startup-sequence.
The next time you boot up, any SCSI hard
drives at tached will be automat ically
recognised. I I  you want  to use a CD
drive, you will also need to get hold of
the AmiCDhandler software. This  will
install t he correct CD handler and
DosDriver f o r  u s e  wi t h  t h e
DataRyer and is very simple to
install, us ing the standard
Amiga Installer.

Fitt ing the DataFlyer
was a very simple process,
with good clear instructions
in the manual.  Tak ing you
through each step of the way,
in total it took about 15 minutes
to fit. Most of that time was taken
up wit h opening up and c los ing t he
Amiga.

RECOGNITION
Once the software is installed, any hard

drives you attach are automatically recog-
nised and mounted -  the transfer rate
being only a little slower than the squirrel.
The main problem here is that the IDE
interface is dependant on the CPU, so the.
faster your computer,  t he fas ter the
DataRyer will be.

One of the drawbacks from using the
IDE port is that the first two SCSI devices
are set aside for IDE hard drives, with
these being treated as SCSI hard drives.
This has the effect that you will only be
able to attach five other external devices.
For most people this should not pose any
problems.

The main competition tor the DataRyer is the Squirrel, so any Al200 owner wanting a
SCSI interface will want to consider the pros and cons of both. As a SCSI interface the
DataRyer works well. It is reasonably priced, has the advantage of leaving the PCM-
CIA slot free, and you end up with a neat new SCSI interlace at the back of your
Al200.

The main draw back with the DataRyer is that some people may be put off with the
installation and also. if you are wanting to connect a CD you can get the Squirrel as a
complete package. I f  you are want ing to use the DataRyer with a CD. Siren can
supply all the necessary leads and the AmiCDhandler software.

If you are not put off by the thought of having to remove the top of your Al200,  then
the DataRyer is a neater solution to getting a SCSI interlace.
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The bottom line
Product: Datanyer

Supplier: Siren Software
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We're Backing Amiga!
Amiga 1200, CD
32 a n d  
A 4 0 0 0

will reappear shortly thanks to Escom. Phone for
latest news, prices and availability.

We have available now memory expansions,
accelerators, hard disks (SCSI and IDE), floppy

disk drives. multi-io cards, graphics cards.
printers(impact, inkjet, laser), cables, adapters,
printer and monitor sharer switches ju st  about

anything Amiga!!!

Imagine a drive which is almos
which takes disks similar to a fl

Imagine fi lling this hard drive,
ihe cartridge and instantly having
Megabytes of storage available

Imagine saving your work to cartrid,
read the data on any similarly equippoi.

Now you're thinking S y Q u e s t

Can't see what you want? Just
ring (01392)499  755 --- we have

lots more than we can show her

I How To Order'
1 B y  Post B y  Phone
Send your Cheque/Postal order
to the addrms above. Clearly

state your Mane, address,
telephone number and the

product(%) you require. Prices
can chime so please phone to
confirm price and avallabilii!,
Please allow seven working

days lot your cheque to clear

For an even faster service
telephone our sales hot line

and quote your credit or debit
•„
-
a
r
d 
n
u
m
b
e
r
.  
F
r
i
e
n
d
l
y  
a
n
d

expert buying advice is
available at all times.

(01392) 499 755

Prit;aa Correct Al Time Of Going To Press.
EAOE Please  Phone To Confirm Lateet Prices_

V. ant to scirelerst
Amiga"

IL to us, we know
the answers'
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Olc1032,

11 North Street, EXETER, DEVON, ELS V S
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latest AMINET CD or a CD32 keyboard adapter o r a ,  1,00
.4

A4000 lower case from Micronik. 6 x 5.25
hays, 5 x 3,5 bays, 7 x Zurrolll slots, 5 z

PC-AT slots and 2 video skits
In stock at just 079.95

ax u
on

(01392)
42348

S W i r ,

Fusion Genlock
wi t h  f ree

SCALA500
just £9900

ScataMM480 L299.95

CD32 Expansion Modules
,4dil Memory. Floppy H a r d  Drive.
Keyboard. Printer --  turn your CD32 into o

real Amigo with she SX
, IGreat Value at E199.95

Squirrel
Al200 SCSI Controller.
Now In Stock at only £ 6 9 . 9 5

Vlab o r l
.VLAB Motion.

Excellent value
in real-time
digitising
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Fujitsu 52aMB IDE
WARP or the latest DTP software or a joypad for your 1
: ' , A s 9
0
:
5 0  . .  F u j i t s u  
5 2 8 M B  
S C S I  
1 5 2

CD32 or a PARNET cable or a CyberStorm or a CD oactotwol'• '', Fast IBM lOOOMB SCSI2
full of fonts or one full of clip art or CDPD 4 or the 4 1 0
,
0
;
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• O ' s  ' ' ' •  D r i v e s

SCSI controller or a VLAB digitiser or Flowcharting 9
1
' ' ' '
.  '
y z a t

„ s i ,  S C S I  Controllerssoftware or anything AMIGA!!! , • - - -  --- Squirrel E69•95 DK B  4091-
1

E190.00
I:250.00
£500.00
iC AL L

E299 9 5

SCSI CD DRIVES
Quad Speed SONY E229.95

Nakanitcht 7 CD Drive I:349,95
and lots lots more

External SCSI eases with PSI) available from £69.95
. SCSI Towers from f99.95

We twit  most SCSI cables, Ned can martoliniure
able% 111 y,ur rcq.irerna l,  he7e In Devon

JAM
12 Issues of lust
Amiga Monthly

: from E25,00 Pay by
creditidebit card
Phone for details'

Call for best
pricing on

Picasso II or the
new

CyberVision64

New!!! Panasonic PD

Combined Quad CD-ROM and 650 MB
Rewritablc Optical Drive.

This new system from Panasonic is the first
In the world to combine a SCSI2 CD-ROM

and a SCSI2 PCR drive in a single 5.25
half-height unit.

For Amiga, PC and MAC
Internal version only 1158995

External Version Also Av • liAbir

650 MI3 Rewruable media only E45 00

PeA Modems complet,
with software, loin irk-

Comms revolution'
From f  I 89 95

IBT Approvedi
V34NFC 28800isr,

tax/modems nos,
available. £229.95

PC Task 3.10
PC Emulator Run
Windows on your

Amiga NOW!
Only £79.95

Compare Our Prices? We don't
charge extra for Credit  Cards or

Standard Delivery.
Wh at  You See Is What  You Pay !!!

Saturday 9.30am-5.30pm

01392 499 755
tr
E

VISA
PC

1111111MONS
wv a g . .
1
, 1

All Prices Shown Include VAT.  Standard Delivery Is Free_ No Hidden Extras.

100072.1536
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fter much hype and hol low
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about as much chance of a
new or  i mpr oved Ami ga appear i ng
before Christmas as yours truly sprout-
ing an extra orifice. At best,  we can
expect a fresh production run of the
existing range with perhaps the added
glamour  o f  t h e  n e w  A m i g a
Technologies logo. Not what you'd call
Inspi r ing news for  ser i ous Ami ga
users.

Fortunately. there is a ray of hope
thanks to the Amiga's most prol ific
third-party supporter. Even through the
Amiga's darkest hour ,  MacroSystem
have c ont i nue d t o  deve l op thei r
impressive range of add-ons,  which
have now evolved into a completely
new machine with Amiga technology at
its heart.

Courtesy of their existing hardware,
MacroSystem already have all the prin-
ciple elements of a ground-breaking
computer. Thanks to Retina, which in
the Draco's case ships with 4Mb of
RAM and CyberVision drivers as stan-
dard. they can deliver super fastest 24-
bit graphics. Add to that stereo 16-bit
audio via Toccata and the digital video
skills of VLab Motion and you arrive at
a computing potential the PC and Mac
can only dream off.

What's missing is, of  course,  an
operating system. and in that particular
area the Amiga is still revered. Wi th
Windows 95 barely knocking on the
door of Workbench 1.3 and the incredi-
bly expense and sell indulgent OS of
the Mac.  a l icensed Amiga Os Is the
obvious choice for serious audioNideo
and CG productions.

GREAT CHOICE
With i ts combination of 10-years

multitasking experience, a natural affin-
ity w i th vi deo,  an OS whi ch onl y
requires one eighth of the resources
required by a PC to perform the same
task. the Ami ga OS is the obvi ous
choi ce for  the new Microsystems
machine.

Although sound and vision are taken
care of. there's the small matter of the
CPU. not  to menti on the other  1110
essentials that go
e
t o m a k e  
u p  
a  
m o d e
r n

computer. In the case of the Draco. this
is taken care of via a 'Draco direct'
plug-in CPU card and VO combo con-
sisting of an 060 with a SCSI II con-
troller, space for up to 64Mb of RAM
via standard simms, connections for
mouse_ serial ,  parallel  por ts and of
course an HD floppy.

Add to that an array of QuickLogic
chips for  Kickstar t and a few other
essentials and you arrive at the woricfs
first Amiga on a card -  with one major
difference_ At first glance. the Draco's
graphical  user  inter lace -  or  GUI  -
looks every inch an Amiga. but there is
one mayor difference. The Draco does
not have the AGA. or in fact any part of
the Amiga's custom choset  To prove
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Another unique, and truly superb feature of VW
its seamless combination of audio and video, si
version 2_0 of the MovieShop software VINI has
the ability to act as a true digital AV a u d '
editing system.

Unlike any other Amiga system, audio and video
are actually hard-wired together. As a result, when
you cut, copy and paste video, the same edits apply
to the accompanying stereo or mono audio. When
the need arises you're still free to import, edit, and
export Me accompanying audio tracks or mix them
within Mov ieShop to generate a perfect backing
track,

Although both VLM and the Toccata sound

Dragon fire

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
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the point, a quick glance at the menu
bar reveals not 2Mb. but 4Mb of chip
memory -  alias Retina on-board Add to
that the lack of the AGA chipset and
you arr ive at the Draco alternative.
Admittedly, this may sound like a ter-
minal problem,  but for
those us i ng  t h e
Amiga as a pro-
duction tool
-  espe-
cial-

a
ty video -  the AGA Chipset is often
more of a hi ndr ance than anything
else.

However, no AGA obviously does
preclude certain applications from the
Draco repertoire, notables including
Dpaint, Brilliance and most important
of all  Scala.  In short,  software that
insists on the AGA chipset by default,

or in the case of Scala has a
heavy de pe nde nc e  o n
Amiga specific chip RAM.
To count e r  t he  l oss of
Dpaint.  MacroSystem are
already putting the finish-
ing touches to a 20 anima-
tion system for Xipaint - a
package whi ch already
ships a s  pa r t  o f  the
Reti na/ Dr aco software
suite. To further enhance
the p a i n t i n g  pow e r
.Macr oSystem h a v e
al ready successful l y
tested TVPai nt  on the
Draco.  As  a  result,  a
dedicated Draco version
and dongl e should be
shipping in the Autumn

Obviously,  Scala
presents a bigger prob
lem, a nd a t  preseni
there are no plans fors
dedicated Draco vet.
sion. However,  if the
machine achieves the
success it deserves
I'm sur e i t wouldn't
be too l ong before
Scala step in to till
the g a p  i n  t he
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mar-et. After all, if they can port to the PC
in the form of MM100, I doubt they'd have
too much trouble doing the same for the
Draco -  the process being made all the
easier via the standarchsahon offered via
5,AMOS.

DRACO DIRECT
The lac k  o f  t he  s t andard  A mi g a

chipset could hold a few potential prob-
lems for p rog rammers  and  indeed
some notable Amiga Applications. One
of the most worry ing aspects is access
to the A mi g a  b l i t t er ,  Fo r t una t e l y ,
ilacroSystem have already spotted the
problem and after some clever coding,
a direct replacement  has  been made
via the Retina's on-board blitter.

In fact, t he Ret ina is  t he fi rs t
card i n  t h e .

Collection to go 'Draco direct ' and can
now pump through an incredible 35Mb
per s ec ond,  ma k i n g  i t  t he  f as t es t
graphics card in the business -  running
Workbench or any graphic card-compli-
ant sof tware in full 24bi1, 64K or 256
colours in a variety of resolutions rang-
ing from 320 x 240 up to 1600 x 992.

The Ret ina's affinity with Workbench
emulation, plus the ever-growing range

combine forces within the MovieShop/Draco envi-
ronment, samples captured directly via the Toccata
such as backing music or narrat ion can still be
imported and mixed with the existing AV in the pro-
duction. Better still, any imported or directly cap-
tured audio can s t il l be work ed upon wit hin
MovieShop. For example, you can import as much
audio as you like, adjust its length and position on
the Timeline, or transfer it between video clips or
scenes.

But perhaps most importantly, you also have
complete control over the sound envelopes of the
samples you're working on. As part of the Timeline
control, you're provided with an envelope requester
which allows you to insert multiple edit points and
adjust w h e r e  t h e  l e v e l s  approp r ia t e l y .
Consequently, you can introduce frame accurate
volume changes and even cross-fades between
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different audio tracks in different video clips. In
short, complete control over the sound dynamics
within the production.

Once you've achieved a suitable mix between
the original audio, backing music, vocal over-dubs,
sound effects or whatever else, the whole thing can
be boiled down into a new super sample which can

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
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of software with direct support for RTG
boards, is  a key factor in the develop-
ment of  the Draco. LightWave, ADPro,
ImageFX, Wordworth.  PageStream, the
list goes on.  As  a consequence, even
with the Custom Chipset stripped away,
the Draco remains compat ible with the
vast majority  of  Amiga applicat ions -
only the ones which absolutely insist on
standard chip RAM or the AGA fall by
the wayside.

COMPATIBILITY
Another huge plus for the Draco is its

bac k wards  c ompat ibi l i t y .  Th is  may
seem a strange comment  in relat ion to
a brand new c omput er,  but  when i t
comes to MacroSystems' hardware it 's
entirely accurate, Obviously,  there's a
lot of  people out  there who've already
invested a fair amount  of  hard earned
cash on Toccatas, VLab Mot ion cards
and Retina's. The good news is that all
of the above will work  perfectly well in
the Dr a c o _  A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,
MacroSystem will be offering a mix and
match opt ion f or  those who already
have elements of  the Draco as part  of
the existing systems.

However,  i t  must  be said there are

Tim Tocca ta
ca rd da ilva ring
DAT qua lity
ste reo sound
writh m u l t i p l e
input mixing
AtoviShop a nd
its  O w n  c o n tr o l
softwa ro

be linked to a particular section of video or kept as a
separate element.

The finishing touch on the audio side is the arrival
of a built-in SMPTE hmecode generator. Now, strip-
ing a tape with timecode is simply a matter of plug-
ging-in the target recorder and clicking on a button.
Yet another broadcast essential catered for
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advantages for those willing to invest in
'Draco direct hardware.  At present, the
Retina is the only  card in the collection

Okay, you've heard the preamble concerning the key
elements in the system. but what's it all in aid of? In
short, the Draco is a one-stop graphics, digital video
and audio solut ion which will become one of  the
fastest rendering and digital video effects systems on
any desktop.

The aforementioned Dec Alpha co-processor could
well prove to be the real key to the Draco's success in
the long  t erm -  wit h t he fi rst  and mos t  obv ious
beneficiary being the MovieShop software_

Not surprisingly, an expansion slot already awaits
a new co-processor which features the fastest chip
In t he Dec  Alpha range,  and current ly  holds  the
record for the world's fastest micro-processor deliv-
ering an astonishing 450 mips  w h i c h  translates
Into 10  t imes  the speed of  an 50Mhz  060.  The
end result in MovieShop*s case is real-t ime DVEs in
software.

At present, the generation of wipes, fades and spe-
cial effects can be a fairly lengthy process, especially

The Aloha potion
on more complex DVEs However,  with the arrival of
the co-pro, the vast majority of MovieShop SFXs will
be real lime. while the more complex flying cubes and
the like will be generated in near real time.

However, MovieShop need not be the only soft-
ware to cash in on the power of  t he Dec  Alpha.
MacroSystem will be providing a dedicated compiler
for anyone wishing to re-compile their software for the
Draco co-pro -  obvious choices being LightWave,
Real 3D and the like.

In the past, the attempts at partial RISC solution on
the A mi g a  O S  h a s  f a l len a t  t he  fi rs t  hurd le.
Nevertheless, t he MacroSystems ' example does
prove that a RISC-based accelerations system, an
060. and the Amtga's existing OS can work -  Amiga
Technologies please take note.

But unlike its predecessors. the Draco will have the
advantage of a solid platform with a user base whose
ownership of the machine in itself proves dedication
to the DV and computer graphic cause.

EMPIII1P5 and SFII
When the real t ime grabbirig and importing
is complete, and the assorted clips have
been trimmed, edited, and appended, the
next step is to drop them into the Timeline
and add the all-important special effects
end additional audio,

The actual process of building the Movie
is entirely non-destructive. In reality it simply
offers a means of layering and combining
exist ing aud io  and  v ideo int o a  n e w
sequence. The end result of all this is user-
defi ned sequenc ing of  all t he ex is t ing
scenes -  aided by visual and audio effects.
If a new dip overlaps an existing element, a
fade operator could be dropped between
the overlap to produce a digital cross-fade.

This ability to mix and process multiple
sequences points to another unique feature
of VLM, namely its ability to operate as a
digital NB  roll environment with a built-in
digital effects processor. Admittedly. this is
by no means a real-time process. because
once the scenes are arranged,  and the

Ail the  I / 0  e sse ntia ls
plu• the  0 6 0  a nd up to
64Mb RAM  on Wa rd

A m i g a  C o m p u t i • g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5

which has  undergone the
conversion -  however VLab Mot ion is
close behind.

A s tandard Zorro II VLM t ransfers
roughly 1Mb a second fas ter on t he
Draco, courtesy of  a fast Zorro II soft-
ware patch. In addition, the MovieShop
code h a s  a l s o  b e e n  o p t i mi s e d .

operators in position. MovieShop still has
to s e t  abou t  proc es s ing t h e  v ideo
sequence, transitions and effects specified
within the Timeline.

Fortunately, this is all done automati-
cally, but it nevertheless takes time as the
process is done entirely via software - in a
similar way in which ADPro and ImageFX
apply effects to single images. Needless to
say. Draco's 060 is a real bonus at this
stage_

As you've probably guessed, audio is
also computed in a similar manner. I t  for
example, you've added a backing track, or
adjusted the envelope within an existing
AV soundtrack, a separate computing pass
is n e e d e d  t o  a p p l y  t h e  c hanges .
Fortunately. this process usually takes only
a matter of seconds.

Although the DVE process may sound
daunting. after a little practise it becomes
second nature. Beginners are catered for
via an easy mode in addition to the more
complex RPN approac h -  which can
process an almost  unlimited number of
sequences alongs ide mult iple layered
special effects_

especially in relat ion to decoding and
encoding for the ever growing band of
DVEs_

Running the standard VLM card, the
Draco can attain, and more importantly
maintain,  90 per cent  Jpeg compres-
sion, whic h equates  t o Bet aCam SP
and above. In other words, image qual-
ity on a  par wit h t he DPS Personal
Animation Recorder -  otherwise known
as the PAR card.

Howev er,  wi t h  t he  ar r i v a l  o f  the
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sion will no longer be a consideration,
With transfer speeds up to three times
faster than Zorro I ll the "Draco direct'
VLM wi l l  eas ily  encode real-t ime fur
frame video without using any compres-
sion whatsoever_ And bet ter st ill DVE
decoding and encoding will be done via
hardware -  making for much faster DVE

V
.

Man in the baH
As mentioned earlier, mix and match
configurations are available for those
who already have elements of the
system. However,  assuming you're
starting from scratch, the basic DV
system consists of the following: The
%flab Motion. Toccata. Retina and the
060 CPU and I/O combo.

On the storage side you start oft
with an HD disk drive. The only limita-
tion of which is that the drive is in fact
a PC HD floppy. As a consequence, it
actually writes Amiga format floppies
at roughly haft the normal speed.

In addition to the 'loopy. the Draco
also ships wi th a quad-speed CD-
ROM plus 4Mb of RAM as standard.
To c om pl e m e nt  t h e  CD- RO M.
MacroSystem will also be supplying a
dedi cated C D  w h i c h  h o u s e s
Workbench and installs all the accom-
panying software and utilities nomted
to manage the system.

Even mcwe interesting is a plan to
incorporate Shape Shifter as a stan-
dard part of the Draco software suite
For those unfamiliar with the Shape
Shifter, it allows you to define either a
file or a partition as a Macintosh.

Add Mat  system software and you
effectively have a full blown Mac run.
rung on your Amiga, or in this case n
Draco. However.  in order to accom
plish the seemingly unthinkable you
do need a Mac ROM stored as a file
on your  machine. Obviously, simplv
ripping a ROM image out of a Mac is
highly illegal. As a consequence, an
official deal with Apple is essential
MacroSystem are confident that cur
-rent negotiations will end in the all-
impor tant handshake.  And i f so
Draco owners will have access to the
best of both the Amiga and the Mac.

On the Amiga side. MacroSystem
are throwing in the complete ADPro
collection including the conversion



processilig. As a result full 02 -  the digi-
tal video broadcast standard -  will be
guaranteed. The only problem then will
be one of available storage space. To
drive the point home the existing Jpeg
compression settings will be replaced
with a Mb per second -  enabling the
user to define how much space to use
per second of encoded video

Thanks to such a high degree of
image quality, Draco will easily hold its
own in the broadcast market, even on a
Zorro II VLM - a factor which is backed
up by a direct  link to BelaCa m SP
equipment and other broadcast quality
hardware. This is thanks to an optional
YUV component module which s imply
slots onto the board.

The only other card that really bene-
fits from a 'Draco direct connect ion is
Me Retina and as that's already alive
and kicking. the only other element is
the Toccata. However, it  remains to be
seen If MacroSystem will bother with a
'Draco direct' version as the exist ing
version already works at and above CD
quality as standard.

Ease of use 9
Implementation 9
Value for money 10
Overall 99

Ho editors delight
As you've probably gathered. the real essence of
the Draco's appeal is its ability to operate as a
true off-line editor/digital video effects generator.
And in that domain it stands head and shoulders
above the opposition.

Unlike the PAR card, actually moving edits
around is both easy and, most importantly, instan-
taneous. Rather than physically moving the data,
the VLM and MovieShop combo simply makes a
cuelist from the existing data and skips around the
drive with the assistance of RAM buffering. As a
consequence, making changes to the running
order of scenes, or entire movies is instant,
whereas the same process on the PAR could liter-
ally take hours  as  t he sys tem phy s ic al ly

It and ming
Needless to say the launch of  the Dec
Alpha co-processor is a major event for the
elite. However for mere mortals, invest-
ment in a co-pro will hinge on 1ne arrival of
re-compiled versions of lightWave and
other power applications specifically for the
Draco.

In addition to the venous bits that have
already had a mention, there is one more
imminent upgrade waiting in the wings,
which like the co-pro is due to coincide
with the official Autumn launch of  the
Draco. The mystery add-on is in fact a new
64-bit graphics card which will provide full
a c olour prev iew ac t ual ly  o n  t h e
MovieShop control screen. Better still, the
card will also generate a genlockable sig-
nal. Add both of the above to a 64-bil bus
and you're looking at a blisteringly fast
card that should add the finishing touch to
the Draco.

And finallq
Aside from the system performance, the
price tag itself is bound to attract many
a serious Amiga fan, with the basic
Draco retailing cheaper than an Amiga
4000 running an 060 accelerator. Not
bad for a fully-featured digital video box
with the potential for full off-line editing.
CD quality audio, broadcast quality digi-
tal v ideo ef fects ,  and  muc h more
besides.

Look at the opposition from the likes
of Ouant ers  Paintbox  and various
Mac systems and you'll discover the
Draco's asking price is tiny in compari-
son. The only other question, especially
In relat ion to newcomers,  is  ease of
use.

Although generally no more daunting
than the average Amiga, there is one
aspect of the MovieShop environment
that could see some improvement ,
namely the applicat ion of  DVEs. To
achieve DVEs MovieS hop employs a
Reverse Polish Notat ion system to
stack and process DVEs on an almost
unlimited collection of video clips simul-
taneously. For the novice, it  must be
said the process can present something
of a  hurd le .  I t  wo u l d  b e  n i c e  i f
MacroSystem implemented a GUI in the
style of MulfiLayer specifically for DVE
design.

As for the system as a whole, there
are no complaints whatsoever. The beta
version tested arrived with all the neces-
sary bits separate from the tower, with
one piece of A4 listing the various con-
nections. I wired everything up, hit  the
power button, and it fired-up first time!
Vorsprung durch technik -  or something
similar.

If you're t ired of the trail of broken
promises surrounding Amiga develop-
ment, the Draco deserves senous very
attention. But  if  you're serious about
audio, video and computer graphics, the
Draco is  nothing short  of  a dream
machine.

rearranges the data
to reflect the new running
order.

And, of course. the PAR system is strictly
limited to straightforward cut and paste editing,
unlike VLM which at present already otters a mas-
sive range of DVEs with more coming on-line by
the day.
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Web M otion -
the  h e a r t  o f  th e

Draco d ig ita l side o syste m
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sysum E5SEFITIFII5
RED ,  Essential B L A C K  ,  Recommended

Hi-res
monitor

•  •

60Kh:
RAM

The bottom line
Produce: Draco

Supplier: MacroSystem
Price: E2750 -  with 060. 4Mb

video. 4Mb system RAM
quad-speed CD-ROM

13670 - with all of the above
plus Toccata and VLab Motion

Phone: 0049 230 289 177
Fax: 0049 230 280 884

Hard drives sold separately
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THE NEW AMOS AGA EXTENSIONi
IS NOW AVAILABLE FROM PETRA
SOFTWARE.

ORDER T H E  A M O S  A G A
EXTENSION F R O M  AMIGANUTS
NOW A N D  Y O U  WILL RECEIVE
AMOS D I A L O G  PROCEDURES
ABSOLUTELY FREE OF CHARGE!!!

IF YOU DON'T BUY ooll
Tel: 01703 348943
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AMOS DIALOGUE PROCEDURES BY JOHN A.
KINSELLA IS LIKE INTOS, ONLY IT IS MUCH
BETTER. WITH THIS PROGRAM THERE IS NO
NEED FOR THE INTERFACE LANGUAGE AS
THIS DOES IT ALL FOR YOU.

YOU CAN ONLY CRY!!!
Tel/Fax: 01703 366069
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. h e  Amiga may have been born
and raised to adolescence by+
an American upstart company

in t h e  f o r m  o f  A m i g a
Incorporated, but  af ter the t ransfer to
Commodore,  t he Amiga would enjoy
much greater success in Europe than on
the continent where it got its start. Poor
advertising got the machine off to a bad
start, but enough Commodore brand loy-
alists went  with the Amiga to keep the
market fresh for the advent of  desktop
video. which the Amiga has thus far had a
firm grasp on.

Serious development was largely found
on the North American continent for a
number of years, but attrition and more
lucrative markets have squashed some
companies and lured others away.  In
some areas of Amiga development, most
notably the high-end graphics card mar-
ket. North America is completely reliant

on European products, having no
home-grown card to consider.

The arrival of each new day
seems to bring more and more•

television and print  ads
for rival plat forms.

C o n f u s i o n

ilmiJAM 'BS
The Amiga Users of  Calgary ( A M C )  held a suc-
cessful Ami•JAM in 1993, but  the prospect of a
show in t he s ummer  of  1994 was  too
uncomfortable for the group. The plans
went through for 1995 after the for-
mat ion o f  Amiga  Tec hnolog ies
increased user confidence.

Booked i n t o  t h e  S o u t h e r n
Alberta Institute of  Technology's
show fl o o r  w e r e  W o n d e r
Computers,  the aforement ioned
Canadian dealer/dis t ributor/sof t -
ware development company. Oregon
Research. publishers of  Termite and
On The Ball as well as the distnbutors of
HiSoft products. AmiTrix, an Edmonton-based
Amiga development and distribution com-
pany, local dealers Software Supermart
and The Computer Shop, and Spots, a
local Internet  service prov ider with act ive Amiga
support. In addition to booking dealers for the show

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
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Dave Ha ynie  kicks b a ck
during an a utogra phing

passion for hie  victim

floor, AMUC brought speakers to the show, made u
of loc a l  t a lent ,  S t ev e  Vet z al ,  I nf ormat io

Technology  Div is ion Head f or Wonde
Comput ers .  Dav e Hay nie and Dal

Larson.  f ormer Commodore  engi
neers, and myself.  Dav e Haynie
speeches  brought  t he  bigges
crowds, and they were rewarde
with a look at a prototype board
Nyx, t h e  A A A  dev e lopmen
machine. Sadly.  Dave's  board n

longer works.
Wonder sprawled across near

a quarter of the show floor, with soft
ware piled high off the tables. Of parttcu
l.note were the products they acquired fro

New Ho r i z o n s ,  m o s t  impor t an t l
DesignWorks,  t he st ructured drama
package, enhanced to vers ion 1.1 by

Lazarus Engineering,  the Wonder sister softwar
development company. Oregon Research broughrave new

.185017 [ I ma m 1Pfillft5 on the 5tdtE and —

5llw1llal of the fiMigd i n  fiMelko

over North American distribu-
tion rights and policies have

only thrown the market
into more chaos.

Perhaps the best
way to start answer-
ing t he ques t ion,
'where exact ly  do
we stand?' is with a

qualrfied 'Not as bad
as it looks.' After all,
some t h ings  h a v e

actually  i m p r o v e d
measurably  ov er the

past few months, namely the availability
of genera l - in t eres t  p r i n t e d  A mi g a

••=••-•- •

_ . . ,1

i
l
h

- -  • — •, -
Mb

Th• vi•v,  of the Amiga Convention '95 shove floor

Some of  the  cre w of  Am iTrix Development

magazines. F o r  a t ime there was only
one, but the introduction of this publica-
tion into the market as well as the revival
of Amiga Game Zone has made the situa-
tion a bit more tolerable.

Where some software developers have
failed or given up, others press onward.
Consult ron,  manuf ac t urers  o f  t he
as toundingly  us ef ul  Cros s DOS and
CrossMAC filesystem packages, are still
keeping t he i r  heads  abov e  wat er.
President Leonard Poma reports that his
company's sales are down over the past
two years and that there hasn't been a
marked improvement since Escom's April
acquisition of  the Amiga which ended a
year of total uncertainty. Still, sales in the
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The AntiJAM  'IPS pa ne l d iscussion te a m

their entire Amiga product line and Bob Luneski, the
president. spoke of an upcoming refit to On The Ball,
the personal organiser package recently acquired
tom Pure Logic Software. Termit e 1.1, the modem
terminal program,  was  available,  complete with
updated manual.

ArniTrix was showing AmigaLink, the floppy-port
networking system it  recently acquired distribution
rights tor. Also on display were the SCSI -TV and
5CSI-570, the full SCSI interfaces for the CDTV and
A570 that the AmiTrix engineers devised.

The show wound down with a panel discussion

rid
nigh-end market  where cross-plat form
dish sharing is a must have kept the com-
pany going and able to support its product
line.

Standing in contrast to proud veteran
Consultron are new arrivals  Phantom
Development, publishers of  Amiga soft-
ware. When asked why he decided to get
Hilo the Amiga market in its current state,
President Christopher Aldi replied simply:

hate Windows. This is the business I
want to be in, Maybe I'mstupid."

First oft the Phantom lines is  Digital
Own, a high-powered, visually polished
%xi editor by Timothy Aston, and soon to
follow will be Hell Pigs, a monstrously
large adv ent ure t ha t  c a n  b e  bes t
described as a cross between King's
Quest 6 and Zak  McCracken and the
Alien Mindbenders  — wit h big guns .
Classica, the Croatian team developing
Hell Pigs plan an Amiga floppy version.

made up of Brant Coghlan of AmiTrix, Dale Larson.
Dave Haynie. Steve Vetzal and Steve Cockwell from
Wonder, and myself. It crystallised the mood of the
show, whic h was  one of  'strong concern. ' Amiga
users are looking for fast action and inspiring deci-
sions, and to date have not  been get t ing what
they're looking for

Also discussed was what the panel would like to
see f or  future dev elopment  of  t he Amiga line.
PowerPC was  a v irtually  unanimous  choice. As
Dave Haynie put it: "it will be the only RISC chip with
a chance to be priced as a commodity item.'

Despite attendance in the hundreds (registered
attendance did not break 400, according to reports),
the exhibitors were pleased and the organisers were
too t ired to be concerned. Show admit tance was
tree, and  many  people came and went  without
checking in.

Everyone went  home happy, and most  people
were just glad to be in an environment with so much
Amiga enthusiasm and energy.

an Amiga CD-ROM vers ion wit h f ull
mot ion v ideo c lips ,  as  wel l  as  a PC
conversion.

In between these stark comparisons
sits Nova Design, the three-man software
company famous for ImageFX, the pro-
fessional image manipulat ion package.
They survived the collapse and sale of
GVP by  tak ing t heir ball and fi nding

I Ilmiga5
The ma na ge ,  of
Of 'tease t rios to
c le a r  o ff  his  a b l e

into the  shopping
bags o f  tho duo in
front of  him

Ilmerion
dream

In short, there are a lot of questions in the North
American mar ket and no easy answers.  The
decision to spend no marketing dollars this year
was a difficult one to accept for many. While the
argument is certainly true that this is not the
strongest market historically for the Amiga. the
potential-and existing-customer base cannot be
ignored.

At this point, sitting back, sipping that cup of
coffee you just bought and riding out the situa-
tion Is not a bad idea. Gilles Bourdin of Amiga
Technologies PR has asked North Americans to
send him articles mentioning the Amiga in major

press publications.  Former  engineers such as
Dale Larson have interviewed with ISE, the new
subcontractor for Amiga engineering. The ques-
tions are not easy, but the answers, slowly. are
forthcoming.

And even more importantly,  the dealer  and
development support is still here. Yes, there is
no more GVP to flagship the Amiga on this con-
tinent. But the community survives. The users,
developers and dealers are doing as much as
they can, as evidenced by their continuing dedi-
cati on a n d  s uppor t .  I t  i s  n o w  A m i g a
Technologies' market to make or break.
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Data La rson
sha re s a nothe r
re ndition of  Wild
Thine

G R A P H I C S

Somewhere else to play, so to speak.
Upon release of  I mageFX 2,0,  Nov a
found their own independent distribution
channels rather than publishing through
GVP, as they had done in the past.

Many areas of  North America have
seen their dealerships shrink, consolidate,
or disappear altogether. Indeed, I am con-
stantly reminded that Mexico City, the
world's largest metropolis, has only one
Amiga dealership.  What ,  then.  f uels
Wonder Computers, a dealership chain
that has grown from one store to five in
the past few years, has instituted a corpo-
rate division for infrastructure manage-
ment and product distribution, and recent-
ly added a software development team to
its repertoire?

Based in Ottawa, Canada, with stores
in Ottawa. Toronto.  London.  Montreal,
and Vancouver. the answer seems to lie
in dedication and making the right deci-
sions in the right places, as well as having
an impressive enough presence to instil
confidence in the user base.

Each of Wonder's five stores is Amiga-
).-
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Ian a nd S i ' .  t wo  die -ha rd Amiga
tans a t  the  re c•n t  Amiga  ba sh

only, barring the occasional video product
Wonder's deal tor distribution rights of the
Quasar Distribution product line (primanly
consisting of  Chris Hames' DirWork and
PC-Task packages) put them on the map,
and their purchase of the New Horizons 'B-
Pack of  software, including DesignWorks,
QuickWrite.  and QuarterBack added a
ready-made, if  slightly dated, suite of  a
dozen products they could develop or sell
outright at their option. (QuarterBack has
already been sold to Quasar.) Wonder's
services even inc lude c lasses on the
Amiga,  held in a small c omput er lab
environment.

There certainly is no lack of  interest in
Amiga distribution on this continent, as
demonstrated by the half-dozen compa-
nies t h a t  pa r t i c i pa t ed  i n  A m i g a
Technologies' impromptu meeting in July
which attempted, unsuccessfully, to imple-
ment a solid distribution arrangement in
Noah Amenca.

DISTRIBUTION ROLE
Alex Amor  of  Creat iv e Equipment

International, who has repeatedly tried to
secure an agreement for distnbution, says
he is -
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Amiga Technologies line of machines in
North America." It is  unclear what role a
distributor would play -  it has been made
clear by Amiga Technologies that they will
not spend a dollar on North American mar-
keting in 1995, and at the recent UK press
and dealer conference they said they were
interested in a 'partner' rather than a 'dis-
tributor.' This could dramatically change
the way  the Amiga is  presented to the
market-when an agreement is reached.

What truly drives the Amiga market isn't
just the software developers or the dealers
or the distributors. In fact, 1 daresay they're
secondary Amiga users have stepped up
where software developers, distributors,
and dealers, until very recently, have been
unwilling to tread, organising and holding
Amiga shows to keep the dream alive and
to retain active support for their machines,
even if  it  means  being a part  of  that
support, a C q

The a sse mbie d ca st
of the  ArniJAht '95

sne a ke rs. pre se nte rs,
and orga nise rs

Amiga [onuention 1
95Just over a month later, on the other side

of Canada. Amiga Convention '95 kicked
off. On paper the two shows don't look all
that dif ferent  Da l e  Larson and Jason
Compton booked as  speakers. Wonder
Computers to anchor the dealer floor. Two
days, ending in a panel discussion. But just
as every city has its own flavour, every
Amiga s h o w  h a s  i t s  o w n  l a s t i n g Garnet end Mant -  OW*  Amigo ComPnfing ShoP
impressions.

For one, AC '95 took a different approach to the olf-floor entertainment. While
AmiJAM was  very heavy on speeches and presentations, booking two different •
rooms through most hours of the day. AC had only one presentation room, which had
demo, music, and graphics competitions in addition to the booked speakers. The
organisers plan to make the winning entries freely available on Aminet FTP

On the floor, the dealer presence was more noticeable, perhaps because they
were cramped more closely together -  a testament to the number that were booked.
Dealers Oby's Amiga Computing Shop, GfxBase, and National Amiga were on hand
with products to sell. Pre'Spect Technologies had their own display of  products
including the MultiFace II and IV cards, which they now manufacture on license from
bsc, the original development  company.  As imWare were on hand with their
AsimCDFS CD-ROM filesystem, complete with CD32 emulation, which president
Paul Reeves took delight in demonstrating by playing hours of Super Stardust CD3.2._

While he did not man a dealer table for long, Hal Greenlee had flyers on hand and
on display for the Micronik 4000 Tower. a custom Amiga 4000 tower system manu-
factured in Germany with a special daughterboard otfenng expanded slots for the
machine_ As mentioned. Wonder Computers had a large display of software and
hardware at their tables, including enhanced New Horizons software. Rick Sulpizio,

distributor of the MacroSystem Germany product line in Canada, had the V-Lab
Motion set up for impressive displays of  real-t ime non-linear editing.

Unfortunately_ he did not have the Draco 060-based Amiga-compatible
non-linear editing computer with him, (See the exclusive review of the
Draco in this issue -  ed.)

Most dealers  kept a cheery disposit ion as the 12-hour days
marched on. Oby's sold every copy of  Gloom they brought (greatly
assisted by the fact that they had a two-player networked display set
up for attendees to play), and National Amiga covered the entire cost
of the trip the first day.

Dale Larson, who now makes his living as President of Intangible
Assets Manufacturing, gave his presentation on networking Amigas -  a

logical choice, since his company produces Amiga Envoy 2.0 and the book
Connect Your Amiga!, as well as publishing Dave Haynie's Deathbed Vigil

documentary and DiskSalv utility.
Al Mackey of  MegaBall fame gave a stunning art  demonstrat ion on Digital

Creations' Brilliance paint program. I made the mistake of leaving the room when a
rough sketch was on the screen, and when I returned Iwo minutes later, a full-colour
cartoon drawing greeted me.

My speech was a consolidated version of the two speeches on emulation I gave at
AmiJAM. The crowd indulged my strange desires to play old Commodore 64 games
on Amiga screens.

The panel discussion closed the event with Dale Larson, Peter Cherna (also late of
Commodore and now employed on PC development at Scala), Greg Scott, presided
of National Amiga, and myself. Most of the audience's questions were aimed at the
former Commodore folk, feeling out
their theories for future develop-
ment  and t he potent ial f or t he
Amiga in the marketplace.

Paid at t endanc e was
roughly that of the registered
at tendance a t  AmiJ AM.

Those t hat  c ame  h a d
essent ially  t h e  s a me
questions and concerns
as the first time around -
when wi l l  we see new

products? When will we be sup-
ported? When wi l l  we be con-
vinced that this isn't Commodore
all over again'? Bob Luneold (centre),  President e t Oregon Research



The Fall & Rise in Amiga
Frame Grabbing...

ProGrab' has caused a Real Fall in the Price of Quality Frame Grabbing
- the Rise in Standards speak for themselves!
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crisp colour video images into your Amiga, it also costs less than any of its rivals. This real
time, PAL-SECAM-NTSC*, 24-Bit colour frame grabber/digitiser has slashed the price of

image grabbing on the Amiga, and at the same time has received rave reviews for its ease
of use and excellent quality results. ProGrab Plus"
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ProGrablm has received honours from just about every Amiga magazine!
And... with ProGrab' you needn't be an expert in Amiga Video Technology either...

A simple 3 stage operation ensures the
right results. Real Time, after time.

STAGE 1...
any video source with S-VHS or composite output This could
your camcorder, TV with SCART output satellite receiver.

domestic VCR/player or standard TV signal passing through
your VCR/player the choice Is yours
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• itat
S T K

• ri  • •  •  •
Mr/Mrs/NW/

.
k
d
d
r
e
s
s
4

(aunty (Country)t

Daytime Phone:

STAGE 2—
Mth ProGrabS software. select an image you wish to capture

using the on screen preview window - and Grab 'because the
hardware grabs frames in real time, there's no need for a freeze frame

facility on the source 'Jewel. ProGrab'' even includes a Teletext viewing/
canturing facility from either TV or satellite sources Once grabbed, simply

download and view the full image on your Amiga screen.
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Use the imiige wilSh your favourite wad precessor, DTP or graphics package
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With a score of 87%, PLUS a Gold Award to boot, Obsession
comes highly recommended from the Amiga Computing team. - l e l
With our sister magazine Amiga Action giving it
a score of 8 V/o, Obsession should definitely
not be missed

And here's your chance to
SAVE over 25% on the RRP and get  your very
own copy of this fantast ic game for only £21.95!

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E MB R  1 9 9 5

Obsession has four unique tables jammed full of special features,
bonuses and much, much more to keep you on the edge of your
seat. So hurry and put pen to paper, till in the form below and pop
it the post NOW to get your own copy of OBSESSION.
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Ease of use a
Implementation 5
Value for money 7
Overall 6

ypical Co mmo d o r e  create a
way for a program to be able

to load any type of  fi le type it
needs to, and no one uses it. What  is
needed is  a program that  wi l l  s it  in
between the datatypes and the applica-
tion program, quiet ly  convert ing any
Nes that are loaded.

Datachrome is  meant  to do exact ly
that. Once activated it will intercept any
load request, see if  the t ile type being
loaded is a supported datatype. and if it
ts. Datachrome will convert the fi le to a
normal IFF version of  that fi le which is
what your program actually  ends  up
loading.

In use t his  c an c aus e prob lems .
Firstly, you must make sure you remove
the i c o n  d a t a t y p e  f r o m  t h e
Devs:Datatype drawer .  Ot herwis e,
when y o u  o p e n  a  w i n d o w  o n
Workbench, Datachrome will intercept
every icon fi le and convert it  to an IFF
file This is then passed to Workbench
which, n o t  s urpr is ing ly ,  ge t s  v ery
confused

INTERCEPTING
Another s ide effect is  that  any  pro-

grams that use external graphics  wil l
cause Datachrome to intercept the load
calls. If you are using a MUI application
this can get a little annoying, especially
as MUI already supports datatypes.

The general s ide ef fect  is  that  t he
Datachrome message requester pops
up unexpectedly, which is  both annoy-
ing and s lows  t he c ompu t e r  down
somewhat.

Installat ion o f  Da t a c h r o me  i s  a
breeze, thanks to the standard Amiga
installer program, and the fact there are
only t our fi les  t o ins t al l .  Th e  ma in

Rualiable
datatue5

Included with
Datachrome:

JPe9
GIF
PCX
Windows BMP
MacPict
Window Icon

Other datatypes:

Tiff
Targa
PNG
Reko
X BitMap
DeBox
Sun Raster

PrPaching to the
(onuerted

Datachrome executable is only 14k, so
will fit on a floppy with no problem at all.

The actual Datachrome program is
very simple, comprising two tick boxes
and t wo buttons. allowing you to acti-
vate Datachrome and disable the con-
vers ion reques t er.  I t  is  pos s ible t o
c hange t h e  d i r ec t o r y  w h e r e  t h e

Dolochrome
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Load Jpa gs
into DPa int

What are datatges
Datatypes were introduced with version 10  of the
Amiga's operating system and are based on the
object-oriented design methodology, part of which
includes the need for logic normalisation.

What does that mean? I hear some of you cry.
Well basically, why should every programmer, for
every program, have to write their own code to
handle loading di fferent file formats.  Surely i t
would be far better if one person wrote the load
routines and allowed any program to access them.

Datatypes allow programmers to use a single

interlace to load any supported type of file format,
some of which may or may not be known to the
programmer now or in the future.

The PNG itatatype is a prime example of this.
Say a program was written last year that supported
the loading of picture datatypes. That programmer
could not have possibly known anything about the
PNG datatype, as it didn't even exist. Yet with the
release of the PNG datatype, their program can
load PNG pictures just as easily as if they were
!FT's.

N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5
A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g

Tran5parentlq import —
mg pkture format intg

anir program. 5ound5
like a good idea to

11E11 fi b&

temporary  converted fi les  are s tored.
This last point is of particular use to hard
drive users because you can save pre-
cious memory by using the hard drive to
store the converted file.

In general use Datachrome work t ine
programs like Final Writer. Dpaint and

Bri l l ianc e a l l  wo r k  pe r f ec t l y  w i t h
Datachrome. My  main crit ic ism is  the
actual cont rol program i t  is  f ar too
basic. For starters, it  should have been
implemented as  a commodity,  allowing
the usual hot keys to activate and deac-
tivate Datachrome and to pop the GUI to
the front. II would also be very handy if
you could have a lis t  of  datatypes to
exclude f rom conversion, along with a
list o f  programs  Dat ac hrome s hould
ignore.

Due t o  t h e  p rob lems  wi t h  Da t a -
chrome intercepting all the load calls. it is
not possible to leave it  running in the
background as it just interferes with other
programs far too often. Datachrome does
what it says it should do, the problem is.
it could do it a little better.

3YSTEM
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Wor kbench H a r d  drive

Thp bottom liriP
Product: DataChrome

Supplier: Chrome
Price: E29.95

Phone: 01328 862693
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Dettr than Amiga World
I am writing to tell you how grateful I am to receive your magazine, Amiga Computing, in
fulfilment of the remainder of my subscription to Amiga World. These have been trying
days for Amiga owners in the United States, with suppliers and publishers closing shop
or switching to PC-related products.

I am delighted by the depth of the articles in your magazine, as evidenced by its thick-
ness in my mailbox. I am also quite pleased that you publish a US edition complete with
US advertisers. I t  Is good to see that there are still some loyal businesses supporting
the Amiga community in the States.

I also look  f orward to upgrading to your Gold Subscript ion.  I  have t ried your
CoverDisks in the past, but newsstand prices of foreign periodicals are almost criminal
here.

Please keep up the good work, it is not unappreciated here.
Robert J Bruce, Kansas USA

I'm pleased that you like our  new edition of Amiga Computing. We are proud to
offer what we consider to be the best advice on new products and old alike, with
up to the minute news reporting and in-depth tutorials, and to paraphrase Al
Jolson. you ain't read nuthin' yet'

Singing our pral5e5
I must write to congratulate and thank all
of you for providing a valuable and infor-
mative publication. You do justice to the
Amiga by represent ing the qualit ies of
the mac hine,  not ably  c reat iv ity  and
enthusiasm. Perhaps the best compli-
ment I can give is that you really seem to
enjoy doing what you are doing_

For instance, if  I take a look at your
August '95 edition, in the ImageFX v2,1
review. I  immediately notice that you're
not s ay i ng  ' I mageFX  d o e s  t his . . . '
Instead, you're saying 'I am happy to use
ImageFX' or 'This seems odd to me...' or
'Maybe you really ought to look at this
etc. See  t he dif f erence? Of  course,
because that's what makes your maga-
zine different to the PC magazines I've
flicked through. They  are all 'Mhz and
'Windows X.Y.

You get  this feeling running up your
spine that  that's all PCs are. But  when
you get your hands on an Amiga, it's like
'Hey, what shall we do now - music, art?
It's friendly and it's shaped by you. One
of my friends owns  a PC and all the time
he's saying: 'What 's it doing now' or 'It's
run out of memory' Mc.

Please keep up the good work -  you

provide a k ind of  parenthood over the
Amiga users.

Finally, I would be pleased to hear any
comments  you might  have about  the
future of  the Amiga and that shadowy
force that is Escom.

C Cousins, Warrington

I think we do enjoy what we are doing,
and i t's for  the r easons you gi ve.
Al though we all get frustrated when
the Ami ga  cr ashes,  i t 's  nor mal l y
because we want to carry on having
fun, As for Escom. read our  piece by
Gareth Lotthouse on the recent press
confer ence t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  i n
Heathrow.

True lan5
As an avid Amiga user for eight years it
is still good to see such enthusiasm from
other Amiga users. After the Commodore
fiasco, it 's obvious the only people still
reading magazines and writ ing software-
are true Amiga fans.

If Es c om do del iv er t he goods  as
promised. then I am sure the Amiga will
be back in the Spotlight. It was nice to
see the new logo Escom plan to use On
our new machines. In my opinion (even
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Amiga (omputing 11a5 rerentlq berme an
international publkation with a IS edition

going out tO subsuibers of the 110111-
detinft limiga World It 501775 from the
amount of mail the rhange has proued

quite popular with our illnelkall (01151115.

with the energetic red square) the logo
does not appear bold enough.

I have subscribed to your magazine in
the past .  although I  have bought  the
magaz ine a t  t h e  l oc a l  news agent
recently for two reasons.:
1. Uncertainty  about  Commodore and
the Amiga.
2, The free gifts you have offered recent-
ly have not interested me (when are you

I've seen in the news pages of issues 88 and 89
of your magazine the incredible Zip Drive which
acts like a 100Mb removable hard disk, and in
the future there will be a version which will also
incorporate a 3.5 inch high density drive.

My question is. where can I buy this wonderful
drive? Is it only in the USA or is there a distribu-
tor here in Europe? I've seen a review of it in a
US magazine which says it is the most wonder-
ful thing ever made, but doesn't give an address
where you can buy the drive. If I buy it in the US
will it work in Europe?

You are the only European magazine I have
seen that  has  said something about  the Zip
drive, Congratulations on informing the readers

Iberian Milli
of new technologies, and will you be doing a full
review of the Zip Drive?

Yours is  the only Amiga magazine that has
given a CD free that is full of interesting things,
and I  think it 's the first to publish something
about the new Personal Paint 6.3. Not only that.
you also had an otter to buy it  on a floppy or
CD-ROM version.

I hope you don't  raise your price as other
magazines have done as I don't buy these any
more -  and it 's  not  jus t  me,  they  have lost

thousands of  readers because we are not as
rich as they think we are.

C A Pedrado, Menorca

Dia senor  Redrado! Check out this month's
issue for  a full review of the super  Zip. I'm
glad you liked the Personal Paint feature and
the CD we gave away on May's issue. As for
our cover price, we are always at the mercy
of the cost of the paper we print on, but we
have managed to hold our  price down this
far, and hope to continue to hold i t down.
Besides which. I  really hope you don't just
buy our  magazine because it is cheap.  but
rather that it is the best,



I am a new subscnber, formerly an Amiga World
sub. I have just received my first issue of your
magazine and am very impressed with the look
and content. My question is one that I am sure is
shared by many other readers both here and on
your side of the ocean.

I am an A3000 owner, with 10Mb RAM, a 24-
bit EGS spectrum board, etc. On reading your
magazine I felt  both lost and confused. Where
do we A3000 folks fi t in with the state of  the
Amiga? I originally bought my EGS to tap into
the power of  24-bit  graphics, only  to discover
that all new games  for the A4000 won't  even
work with my  machine. Most Amiga magazines
now seem to feature CoverDisks, but even it  I
paid the extra price for these mags. I  couldn't
Use the programs on the disks, Will I ever be
able to run CD32 games  or any  of  the AGA
games?

And what  about  PC/Mac  compat ibility? I I I
purchase an Emplant,  will my  EGS be able to
run the 256 colour games and programs avail-

, able for the PC? And will a PowerPC board be
available for the A3000? How much would it

going to change them?)
Needless to say. I wi l l  probably sub-

wnbe soon enough.
M Clatworthy. Herstmonceux

It might be seen as a shame that
it is only true Amiga fans who
are left to produce software and
hardware for us. We really  need
to have bi g companies seei ng
us as a valid plat form f or devel-
opment i n  o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  o u r
machine back  to prominence.  Al l
the s ame,  we  a re  g e t t i n g  s o me
great stuff at the moment.  Look at
Photogenics, Twist, DOpus 5, etc.

As for the new Escom logo, you can
always send us  what  you think  would
be more appropriate.  If we get enough
entries we might  have a compet it ion to
see which one we think is best.

ffud
litq 
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I read with interest about the CD-ROM
that Colchester Zoo are employ ing and
would be very interested in buying such
a quality CD.  Imagine how popular the
Amiga range of computers will become
with products such as  these — parents
will not need to take a second mortgage
to provide quality edulamment  for their
children.

Now that CD drives are available to
the mass market, courtesy of Squirrel. I
hope more products of  this  nature will
become av ai lable.  Th i s  is  what  t he
Amiga needs to be taken seriously in the
realm of multimedia. I also have a demo
of Insight: Living Body by Optonica. and
trust that t h i s  produc t  is  s t ill due for
release.

I also hope that once the Al200,  4000
and CD32s come back into production.
these companies  wil l  make AGA CDs
the standard. Without this commitment,
the Amiga wil l  alway s  be held back.

Does anon (are?
cost? Would it be more economical?

Like many others. I  don't have the money to
s imply  t ras h my  c omput er  and buy  a new
A4000T,  o r  even an A l200 .  I  have a large
investment in my current equipment and would
appreciate an honest answer or speculation on
how bad off A3000 owners really are.

As you cover the new and exciting develop-
ments  f o r  t he new Es c om Amiga.  p leas e
remember that there are a lot  of  us out  here
using A3000s who would like to know where we
stand. We are confused and worried. We would
appreciate any information you could give us, as
well as  clarification in your reviews and articles
as to what will and won't run on our machines.

Thank you for your excellent magazine and I
look forward to receiving it every month.

B Nicholson, Lake Buena Vista, USA

Well now,  Mr  Nicholson,  don't  fret. Quite a
few of the staff of Amiga Computing are also

letter5
Keep those letters coming! It you
can't be bothered to find a tilt of

paper and a stamp, why not e-mail
us? Simply point your mailer to:

ESPeacomptlemon.co.uk
'There's a £50 pound prize for

the best letter printed as
an incentive
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Non-AGA graphics  do not  carry  t he
same impac t  and quality ,  and our

titles will always pale in compari-
son t o  t h o s e  o n  t h e  P C .
Commodore,  and Escom (?),

dropped t h e  n o n - A G A
machines for good reason —
this is the 1990s.

This leads  onto another
point — with the vast majority
of A mi g a  u s e r s  w h o  a r e

unwi l l ing t o  u p d a t e  t h e i r
machines,  we  wi l l  nev er s ee

software that can match the likes
of Word or Word Perfect. Our com-

puters will never be powerful enough.
And if, for Instance, Word did appear on
the Amiga.  how many  people would
buy it?

For that once you could buy yourself
a second-hand A l200  with a copy of
Wordworth 2. I only hope that the Amiga
market will develop and that  its  users
take note, so I can continue to use and
support my  favourite.machine without
settling for second best.

R Morse, Milton Keynes

There has been no dec is ion made on
whet her t he Colches ter Zoo  CD wi l l
become a commercial  pr oduct yet.
Ben Vos t ,  t he aut hor  o f  t he piec e.
says he hopes  it  does  because I t  is
really informat ive and fun to use. The
Squirrel SCSI  c ont rol ler has  indeed
been a phenomena l  s uc c es s ,  wi t h
HiSof t  s el l ing t hem as  las t  as  t hey
can produce them.

Put this  together wit h the fact  that
the survey we conducted at the end
of last year showed that most people
were interested in buying a CD-ROM
drive, and you have a convi nci ng
argument for more developers to pro-
duce quality titles like the Colchester
Zoo one.

But it doesn't just have to be limit-
ed to edutai nment ti tles ei ther  — i t

A3000 owners and we don't  look worr ied.
Sure,  you' l l  never  be  abl e  to pl ay AG A
games, but is that really all you bought your
graphics car d for ? Yes,  you can buy an
Emplant and run 256 colour Mac games on it,
I do (get Maelstrom,  by the way).  but  PC
bridgeboards are a little thin on the ground at
the moment.

If you are currently still using Workbench
2.x, which I assume you are because you say
that you can't run 256 colour  programs on
your machine, then the best thing you can do
is to immediately upgrade to Workbench 3.1
as t h i s  w i l l  l e t  y o u  r u n  a  2 5 6  c o l o u r
Workbench on your machine.

Finally, on a personal note, I think that the
A3000 and A3000T were the bes t  machines
Commodore ever des igned and they have a
lot of advantages over  A4000s,  including a
built-In SCSI controller and more importantly.
a flicker fixer  so you can use your  Amiga
with any old VGA moni tor  and not have to
worry about not being able to sync down to
15kHz.

Hard driup
WalliP5

L E T T E R S al

I've just bought a second-hand Al200
with hard drive, PSU, mouse. manual,
and disks complete. except for the Hard
disk install disk version 3.0 and the
Amiga Hard Drive Users guide.

All that  was otherwise wrong was
that the keymap was set to American,
resulting in the wrong characters being
produced by the English keyboard.

Could you please tell me where I
might buy the above disk and manual.

Bartnek London

I take it from your letter that the hard
drive was fi tted by a thi rd par ty,
rather than bought with one when it
was new.  Unfor tunately,  this was
always the  onl y  way  you coul d
actual ly get  hol d of  the offici al
Commodore hard drive installation
disk and manual, whether that situa-
tion has now changed with Amiga
Technologies remains to be seen.
You could try contacting them on
01628 770036.

Alternatively, should you have no
luck with that avenue of enquiry, you
can try any of  the numer ous PD
libraries whose adverts grace our
pages and ask them if they have a
public domain or shareware equiva-
lent of the Commodore installer. You
will qui te likely be offered RDPrep
whi ch i s  excel l ent,  a l t hough i t
doesn't actually come with a manual.

woul d be  real ly ni ce to see some
original CD-based games that don't
rely on CD32 emulation, but that ran
fr om Wor k be nc h or  a CD32 .  Any
offers?
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into the IT pile and plurk5 out a
plethora of premier produtt5

utumn marches ever onward, and before we
know it Chnstmas will once again be upon us.
It's over a year now s ince I  took  over the

reigns of  Public Sector and that t ime has seen
many changes, not least of them being Escom's pur-
chase of the Amiga. But  some things never change.
The quality of  my alliterative standfirsts is, for exam-
ple, as feeble as ever, and the quality of the PD and
shareware Amiga Computing receives has remained
consistently high._

(ewe RITIO5 *1
Produced by: Carl Drinkwater

Available from: PD libranes

It's not  of t en t hat  t he fi rs t  is sue of
a diskmag makes a really good impres-
sion. This  is particularty so in the case
of those concerning Amos programming
as t h e  v a s t  ma j o r i t y  t e n d  t o  b e
disappointing. insubstantial products.

Understandably, since this is the first

C  I  MUSIC

Extre me  Amos boa sts
a more  i l i v e
Inte rface  tha n most
disk ma ga zine s
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of t h e  m o n t h

,  Surfing On Thp
IP' J a n  Wan

Produced by: The Grooving Brothers
Available from: 17 Bit Software

Disk No. 3828 AiB

'What you gonna do when there ain't no
swing?' asks the title screen of  this cull-

. ous production. Speaking personally I'll
probably t hrow a party,  but  for those
rather more favourably inclined towards

Pile s 0 '  rile s—  One  of two e xce lle nt  Amos
progra ms I nclude d on Extre me  Am os

issue, the content of some of the articles
is a little thin. This  is forgivable though,
because at least the topics covered are
more adventurous and interesting than in
some disk magaz ines  I have encoun-
tered. Tutorials, news, source code and
so on make up the bulk of the magazine,
and Extreme Amos also makes no secret
of its  c lose links  with Mus hroom PD,
which c laims  to be the second largest
Amos-only  PD library  in t he country.
Extreme Amos also dist inguishes itself
because it employs a stylish Workbench-
like interface for article selection which

it this disk could prove quite interesting.
Essentially. Surfing On A Jazz Wave

an immaculately presented collection
acid jazz tunes, all beautifully sampl
and arranged. This sort of music doesn
do muc h f or  me.  but  i f  t his  is  you
thing then you'll love this disk — and even
if it's not you will at least be stunned by
the top class graphics and crisp sound
reproduction.

As an added bonus, there's  also a
attempt to categorise a few dozen artists
and t he i r  recordings ,  label l ing them
Dance,  Fu n k ,  A c i d  J a z z ,  Sa ls a ,
Indefinable, or whatever. And at least the
programmers realised that a well-crafted
music module benefi ts  f rom the non-
inclusion of  spinning texture-mapped
balls and spiralling pictures of top super.
models,

makes a welcome change to the usu
Scrolling text-based lists.

As an added bonus, the second of t
two dis k s  on  wh ic h  Ex t reme Amos
comes contains two excellent progrants
which demonstrate effectively what Amos
is c apable of  in t he hands  of  good
authors, The first of these, Paul Burkey's
Piles 0 '  Tiles, is an enjoyable Shanghai.
style game in which the object ive is to
remove pairs of *Free' tiles — those which
are not surrounded by tile stacks of equal
heights .  I n  t he mou ld  o f  numerous
great puzz le games ,  it  is  s imple but
enormously engaging.

The second program is  a magic  eye
picture creator called TERDS (standing
for To t a l l y  Ex c e l len t  Ra n d o m Dot
Stereograms). Writ ten by magazine pro-
ducer Carl Drinkwater. this is one of the
better programs of its type, offering vari-
ous opt ions for twiddling with the RDS
creation process.

Both TERDS and Piles 0 '  Tiles  are
decent titles in their own right. but com-
bined with the first issue of a promising
new d i s k ma g  t h e y  b e c o me  ev en
more attractive, This is a package worth
investigating.

Ort[orp
Produced by: Scoopex

Available from: Pixel Digital PD
Disk No. AG249

Artcore is a sl ideshow with a differ-
ence. Whereas ordinary sl ideshows
present the viewer with a series of

Esp ia l*  thrs Artcfm • ga lle ry...

pi ctur es,  one  after  another ,  with
some awful tune wibbling away in the
background,  Ar tcor e al lows you to
explore a textur e-mapped 3D dun-
geon-style *gallery'.., with some awful
tune w i bbl i ng a w a y  i n t he  back-
ground,

It's sur pr i si ng how much such a
simple i dea a dds  t o the  i nter est
Admi ttedl y,  as  a c ons e que nc e  at
including this kind of 'game engine
on the disk, only a dozen or  so pic-
tures can be included. But in this age
where the prefix 'Virtual' is often hap-
pily slapped onto computer  versions
of real-l i fe exper iences and held up
as examples of advancing technolo-
gy. it is perhaps fitting that the com-
mon computer  sl ideshow shoul d be
overhauled in this manner.

What about the pictures though?
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Super Sliithig Thing5 9
On IP

Programmed by: S imon  Hitchen
Available from: PD Libraries

This amus ing lit t le two-player rac ing
game is just the thing for those lengthen-
ing Autumn evenings .  The  a im is  to
guide your rubber-suited Penguin around
one of the four tracks before your oppo-
nent does_ The thing is, since the tracks
are constructed on ice, there tends to be

The title  'o m e n  include s a  h a llo  ping-gong
game-, fi f te e n ye a rs a go th is sort  of  thing
on a Gra ndsta nd Vide o Ga me  Syste m would
hare been a ll the  ra ge

Score s of
a rt ists a nd
re cordings
ce te gorise d for
your liste ning
ple a sure

bons.. mbrinmg a .  4 MK 1.1 • -

1 -  ao

aa t a  a

a fair bit of skidding around, making this
a s light ly t rick ier exerc ise than might
be imagined. . .  es pec ial ly  when t he
track slippiness sett ing is adjusted for
minimum grip.

Top graphics and decent sound defi-
nitely help, but as ever its the playability
which makes or breaks a game, Super
Skiddy Things 3 is not  only very good
fun, but  it's the sort of  game you and a
friend could end up play ing for quite
some time.

Admittedly it does not demand a great
deal of  brainpower,  but  this is, if  any-
thing, in the games  favour. And in the
unlikely event of  one of you becoming
bored with skidding around the tracks at
high speed, the title screen also features
a simple ping-pong game.

Owing more  tha n a  lit t le
to Skide na rks,  Supe r
S k iddy  T h i n g s  3  in  e h  I ts
gra phica l sple ndour

All the  tools you
would e xpe ct a re  to

be  fo u n d  in  th e  Ge l le ' a
Pa int toolbox

Well, admi ttedl y i f they wer e i n a
conventi onal  s l i d e s h o w  t h e y
wouldn't grab the attention particu-
larly. The fantasy images are all pret-
ty typical : a  coupl e  of  monstr ous
entities and the obl i gator y naked
women in bizarre and highly unlikely
poses. The  s t a nda r d of  ar twor k
throughout is high but imagination is
a little lacking in some cases.

Ws slightly ironic really that what
is first and for emost a sl i deshow
should impress largely because I I
clones the often-imi tated PC blast-
test Doom, albeit, of course, wi thout
the violence. But it's a nice idea, and
one I'd like to see attempted again in
the near future -  and given the stun-
ning lack of originality displayed in
the demo scene sometimes.  I  think
It's highly likely that I will.

--a niii then sta re  a t the
d ictum s for ha te s on e nd
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(ame a5 gnu are
I want to hear from you if you have any
program, whatever its purpose, which
you consider worthy of review. Whether
it wi l l  be f reely  dis t ributable public
domain, shareware or licenceware, if
you feel it's of sufficient quality to merit
coverage then stick it in a jiffy bag or
padded envelope and send it in with all
haste. I promise I'll at least look at your
work -  even if  it 's yet another Lottery
program or Klondike cardset_ It  does
make my job a lot easier though if disks
are clearly labelled. Please also include
a cover letter detailing the disk contents
and pr i c e  a n d  g iv ing  s ome  bas ic
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Dave Cusick
PO submissions
Amiga Computing
Media House
Adlington Park
Macclesfield SKID 4NP

OPIIP'5 Paint
Programmed by: Philip Drake

Available from: SaddleTrarrips PD
Disk No. A115

A c harming paint  package writ t en in
Amos  Prof es s ional  and  boas t ing a
decent selection of  tools I n  addit ion to
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the compulsory line and shape tools, it is
possible to turn on lines of  vertical and
horizontal reflection symmetry, zoom in
to work in detail on tricky areas, and fill
in areas with preset patterns, At the click
of a but t on t he s c reen c an als o be
flipped either horizontally or vertically.

While it's scarcely a rival for Personal
Paint  o r  Bri l l iance,  o r  even DPaint ,
Belle's Paint is a competent piece of pro-
gramming which costs a fraction of  the
price of commercial alternatives. It's also
got some nice touches.  For instance,
with a lit t le bit  of effort it  is apparent ly
possible to use the program to perform
some v ideo l i l t ing (unct ions  such as
fancy wipes.

However the only documents provided
are some very brief ones added by those
nice people al  Sadd leTramps
r  s o  adegree of experimentation could be nec-
essary t o familiarise yourself  with this
facility. I must confess, I couldn't entirely
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scaupngpr
Programmed by: Ben Wright

Available from: Ben Wrighl

Old game ideas are constantly being resurrected in
the world of PD and shareware, which is not necessar-
ily a bad thing because many golden oldies were a
good deal more entertaining than some recent com-
mercial offerings. Scavenger is essentially Asteroids,
with the slight difference that to finish a level in this
version the player must collect a certain number of
gems, rather than lust blow away every asteroid on
the screen.

However, I don't think I've ever played such a diffi-
cult Asteroids clone, Scavenger is so tough that even
with the max imum possible none lives I struggled to
stay alive for more than a minute or two.

The s t range thing is  that  despite being almos t
imposs ibly  t ric ky  due t o what  might  k indly  b e
described as quite sensitive controls, Scavenger is
very addictive. There is also the added advantage that
you're not likely to finish the game in a hurry.

Yes, the first time you play it you'll be lucky to last
three seconds before colliding with a giant  fl oat ing

NI SOS a s s  •  1.11.ES ;  LEAL et

Sca ve nge r is a  tough A•te ro lds cOona tha t's
'Wen ha rde r on a cc•te ra te d  Arniga s

chunk of rock. But that won't stop you coming
more.

The graphics and sound are reasonable enough,
although they are certainly  nothing to get  excited
about. The gameplay is a different kettle of  fish alto-
gether though, because arcade action fans will want to
have this games babies.

back for

get to grips with the process in the limited
time available. but I'm sure others will.

If you fancy trying your hand at produc-
ing some titling effects or are just on the
look Out for a no-f rills  paint  package,
Belle's Paint is  definitely worth checking
out

Herrfflate
Programmed by: Andrew Whiteley
Available from Roberta Smith DTP

Disk No. BI.J169

If you're one of those people who always
forgets important dates such as birthdays
and anniversaries, then RemDate is the
program for you. I t  stores these along
with special days, diary  appointments,
addresses and telephone numbers, mak-
ing this one of the most comprehensive
personal organiser programs in the public
domain. I t  can print  out  in a variety of
ways, including paper of sizes suitable for
use in pocket personal organisers.

On demand. RemDate will summanse

For practically a year now since the launch of the
National Lottery last November, there has never
been a week go by without at least one Lottery
program arriving in the Public Sector mailbag. It
must be said that  the majority  are much of  a
muchness, and even in the more outstanding
cases it is  very hard to tell whether these pro-
grams wil l  improve your chances of  winning.
There hav e been plent y  of  random number
selectors and even a lottery simulator. One gen-
tleman this month sent in the interesting Talk A
Lottery, designed to literally tell you some ran-
dom numbers ,  whic h was  at  least  something
slightly different — but unfortunately it stubbornly
refused to run for me, making it rather hard to try
out.

Still, if you fancy getting hold of a proper

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
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events in the next few days and inform
you how many days are left before a cer-
tain day such as a birthday, allowing you
to plan accordingly When entering these
dates in the first place, it  is possible to
specify how much warning you want, so
you'll have no excuse for being late with
that anniversary card.

RemOate is also capable of displaying
key events that happened 'On this day in
history ',  o r  In a spec ifi ed year,  and
producing a quote for the day.

There's  a s mall  program inc luded
called RemDateWB which is designed to
Sit in your Workbench Startup drawer.
Then, when you turn on your machine it
will remind you of any events coming up
RemDateWB can also be configured so
that it  only does this once a day, rather
than every time you reboot, which was a
thoughtful inclusion by the author.

The interface is attractive and the pro-
gram is a joy to use. In short, if  your life
is in need of  some organisat ion then
RemDate wil l  be the ans wer to your
prayers.

Strange.
predictor. whether out of curiosity or because the
Lottery has become so important  to you that
you've nothing better to do of an evening than
consider endless multi-ticket permutations, then
here's the Public Sector guide to the three to

Pro totterg
(Originally reviewed in AC89)

Available from: All Prior

The program I think I 'd opt for if I ever bothered
doing the Lottery. This  was  the fi rst predictor
Amiga Computing received which suggests multi-
ticket permutat ions ,  mak ing it  very useful to
members of Lottery syndicates.

Find the an5wer withir
17 Bit Software

1st Floor Offices, 218 Market Street.
Wakefield. West Yorkshire Mtn 1DH

Tel: 01924 366982
Fax: 01924 200943

Cost: El per  disk plus 50p P&P

Online  PD,
1 The Cloisters, Helsel! Lane. Formby,

Liverpool L37 3PX
Tel: 01704 834335

Cost: 75p per disk plus 75p P&P

Pixel Digital PD
Stanley Dock Market, Regent Road,

Liverpool 54
Tel: 0151-259 4017

E-mail: Paul@Pixel.u-net.com
Cost: Cl per disk plus 50p P&P

Michael Pratt
lo Rivers Road, Yeovil, Somerset

BA21 5RJ
Cost: El

Ali Prior,
10 Lovell Park Heights, Leeds LS7 1134

Cost: Demo version free, send disk
and SAE

SaddleTramps PD
1 Lower Mill Close, Goldthorpe,

Rotherham S63 9BY
Tel: 01709 888127
Cost: 95p per disk

Roberta Smith DTP
190 Falloden Way, Hampstead Garde

Suburb, London NW11 6JE
Tel: 0181-455 1626

Cost: 95p per disk plus 50p P&P

Ben Wright
65 South Road, Portishead, Bristol

BS20 9DY
Cost: E2, although fans should also

pay registration fee later

totter!' Winner AA
(Originally reviewed in AC84)

Available from: OnLine PD (Disk No. OX101)

This is a demonstration version, with the full version
costing £2.50 from the author. Prediction methods
based on recognising trends in winning numbers

MP totterg li.1
(Originally reviewed in AC85)

Available from: Michael Pratt

Attractively presented program, with the added
advantage of  cost ing only  a quid,  exact ly  the
same price as a Lottery ticket,
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540MB 12ms_..1149.99
630MB 10ms....E169_99
850MB 10ms. .C189.99
1.2 GIG 10ms .,..E289.99
1.6 GIG 10ms ....E429.99

Axiom

N/I 1=' Li F  IE Fl
27 Watnall Road, Hucknall

Nottingham NG15 71.D.
Tel: (0115) 964-2828
FAX: (0115) 964-2898

AMIG A HARDWARE

HARD DRIVES
WESTERN DIGITAL
3_5" IDE 270MB

420MB
540MB
850MB
1.2 GIG

QUANTUM
3.5" IDE

210MB 1 2 m s  £ 8 9 . 9 9
270MB 1 2 m s  £ 9 9 . 9 9
420MB 1 2 m s  _E l  24.99
540MB 12ms . „ . E139 , 99
1 GIG 1 0 m s  _1259.99

3.5" SCSI-2
270MB 12ms . . . . 1149, 99
540MB 1 2 m s  .._1179.99
7301v1B 1 0 m s  _1219.99
1 GIG 1 2 m s  1 3 4 9 . 9 9

SEAGATE
3.5" IDE

420MB  12ms . . . . 1124.99
540MB 1 2 m s  „..C139.99
850MB 10ms . . . 1179 . 99
1 2 GIG 10ms . . . . 1259. 99

SEAGATE DECATHLON
3.5" IDE

420MB 12ms . „ . 1129 , 99
540MB 1 2 m s  C1 4 9  99
850MB 1 0 m s  ....C199_99

A m
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i n
g

P ( I o l a
340MB  ' 12ms. . . .1169.99
510MB 1 2 m s  C229. 99
850MB 1 2 ms . . . 1 3 9 9 . 9 9
1,2 GIG 12ms . . . 1649. 99

EXTERNAL HARD D • IVES
A500 ALFA POWER

210MB
270MB
420MB
540MB

.C179.99
5:199.99
i:229.99
E249.99

EXTERNAL HARD DRIVEN
Al200 OVERDRIVES

E199.99 Trie Logic3 stackable sioragt_
E 2 1 g
.
g g b o x t
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S u
p
t
o
2 4
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i s k
s .
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s .
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£229.99 t o  assemble includes metal lock
E289.9
.
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a n
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k e
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E379.99 Only    . , E 1 2 . 9 9ASK FOR OUANTITY PRICES
PRINTERS

EPSON
Stylus Co lo u r  ink jet printer
otters photographic like quality
when u s e d  w i t h  o p t io n a l
7200PI printer drive (coaled
paper required). Built  in  auto
sheetfeeder.
Only E 4 2 9 9 9
Coated 720DPI paper
(200 sheets) E 2 2 . 9 9

STUDIO 2 - PRINTER SAV
PrOreSSIOilal w ird  stud io  t o r m a
Amiga. Enhance the output of
your printer inc .  7200PI  o n
Epson Stylus Colour.
Only . 1 4 9 . 9 9

SEKOISHA SL-96

High qua lit y  2 4  p in  c o lour
printer. Scalable fonts, trac tor
feed. Rated C u  AMIGA.
Only E 1 4 9 . 9 9

SEKOISHA SP-1900-
9 pin dot matrix printer. Single
sheet or Tractorfeed_
Only E114 99

MODEMS
14.400 EXTERNAL

BAST approved FAXIModem.
Complete with a ll leads. PSU
and Comma software
Low Price E 1 0 9 , 9 9

28,800 E X TE RNA L V34
Super-last B A B T  approv ed
FAX/Modem. Complete with all
leads. P S U  a n d  C o m m a
software
An unbeatable E 1 7 4 . 9 9
GOLIATH 200WATT PSU

Solve all your power problems
with the Goliath. Three t imes
more powerful than a standard
PSU  C 4 4 • 9 9

All 3.5 IDE drives require a 2. 5
-
-  3 . 5 "  c a b l e  
o n l y  
1 1 5  
0 0

when fitted into a A600/Al200. Drives come prepped,
formatted and installed with 100MB of FREE Public
Domain software. All carry a 2, 3 or 5 year warranty,

ACCESSORIES
240 CAPACITY DISK BOX

ALFA DATA PRODUCTS
Megamouse-400dpi E l  2.99
Megamou5e-3 Button __El 4 99
Auto JiMouse sw1tcher E1 2.99
AT-Bus 2008/IDE  E 7 9 . 9 9
AT-Bus 2008ISCSI E 1 0 9 . 9 9
Al? aPower.A50311DE E 8 9 . 9 9
Tandem Controller E 4 9  99

CDROM DRIVES
POWER CDROM

Emma,  SCSi CDROM lor the
Al 200, Plugs into the PCMCIA
port. Fas t 300KIthiSec transfer
rate. Connect up t o  s ix  other
SCSI peripherals.
Dual Speed E 1 9 9 . 9 9
Quad Speed (600Kb) 1299.99

A400 vers ion, a s  above but
without PCMC IA interface (Dual
Speed)   E 1 6 9  99

MITSUMI FX400
Internal IDE CDROM unit  For
the A 400  (requires  t andem
CDROM controller). Super-fast
600Kb1Sec transfer rate
FX400 CDROM E 1 4 9 . 9 9
FX400 Plus  Tandem CDROlyi
controller card E 1 9 9 . 9 9

NEC 512 X6
Internal SCSI CDROM DRIVE
Incredible 900/03/Sec transfer
rate
Only ....... .1349,99

VISAGE ATAPI CDROM
Please request your tree news
sheet regarding this  amaz ing
new produc t  External Quad-
speed CDROM unit that plugs
directly onto your internal IDE
port (requires  n o  addit ional
interfacing)
Only    C A L L .

If you have found a
cheaper price

elsewhere in the
magazine, call us and
we will do our best to

beat it.

HOW TO
ORDER

BY PO ST -  Please make cheques
and postal orders payable to
"Visage Computers". Please allow
5 working days for cheques to clear.

AMIGA 1200 "Magic"
The awesome new AMIGA 1200
"Amiga Magic" pack is here.
Software includes...
•  Photogenics 1.2 SE, Personal Paint 4.6
•  WordWorth 4, Datastore 1,1
•  Digita Organiser/Print Manager
•  Turbo Cale 3.5, Pinball Mania/Whizz
•  PLUS FREE Mousemat and Dustcover

Call now to order yours...E389.99

AMIGA 4000T
•  68040 25Mhz. Upgradable to 060.
•  1.2GB SCSI-2 HD/6MB RAM
•  AT/IDE HD interface. SCALA MM300
•  Call for details and -
•  prices on 060 version E2149.99
Amiga M1438S MultiSync Monitor...E279.99

APOLLO ACCELERATORS

The wor lds fastest
1200 is on this page. . .
Superfast 68040 running at  33MHz,
MMU & Opt ional SCSI2 cont roller (3.
72 pin s imm socket
Estimated speed (30 mips).
Available October for only

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT
CARDS INCLUDING SWITCH &

VISA DELTA

c
a
i
‘

oetai ts_

Built  in 68882,
5MB SEC). One

E399.99

APOLLO 1230150/SCSI2
The fastest 030 card available for the Al200 uses a
68030RC50 running at 50Mhz. Built  in MMU & SCSI2
controller (3.5MB SEC). Two 72 pin SIMM sockets.
Price £ 2 6 9 . 9 9

APOLLO TURBO 1220
Awarded a 90*,•ii CU AMIGA SUPERSTAR t he 1220
combines the best  Price/Performance rat io for any
Amiga ac c elerat or.  6 8 0 2 0  r u n n i n g  a t  28Mhz ,
integrated 68882 MU,  one 72pin SIMM socket  (1-
4MB) Realt ime clock.
Price 1 9 9 . 9 9

„ NEW
The new APOLLO A4000 accelerator
cards fit into the CPU slot of your A4000 -
(A3000 &  3000I )_ Comes  i n  28,  3 3  a n d  40Mhz
versions. 4 x 72 pin SIMM sockets, SCSI-2 controller.
Price M A L L

Please call for  your free Information
•ack for the A • ollo ran • e of • roducts.

32BIT MEMORY SIMMS
4MB E 1 2 9 . 9 9  1 6 M B  1 3 9 9 . 9 9
8MB E 2 6 9 . 9 9  3 2 M B  E 7 9 9 . 9 9

The above SIMMs are 72pin Industry standard PS2 7Ons.

BY PHO NE -  Credit/Debit
card orders taken from 9.30am
-  5.30pm Monday to Saturday.

CALL (0115) 964-2828 OR (0115) 964-2898 TO PLACE YOUR ORDER



S q u i r r e l s  d o  i
w i t h  Z i p !

Order Hai
t  0 5  3 6 6 0

To order any of the products shown on this page
tor any Other HiSoli title, see the list opposite) -
lust call us  f ree  of  charge. on  .  • •1,t,o,
armed with y our Credit o r  debit  card: we  will
normally despatch within 4  work ing days  (Ea
P&P) or,  f or only  £8, by  guaranteed next day
delivery (for goods  in stock) Alternatively, y ou
can send us a cheque or postal Orders, made out
to HiSoft. All prices inc lude VAT Export orders
call or tax to confi rm pric ing and postage costs.
0  1995 HISOtt EBOE

r
Z  I

A brand-new SCSI peripheral,
the Zip"' may well revolutionise
the storage industry.
This newest, most portable
exchangeable hard disk
drive weighs in at just 11b,
has fast transfer and tiCI:CM
times (up to IMbis transfer,
28ms seek), easily fits in
your hand, your bag or
your briefcase, stores up to
100,lb on floppy-sited
disks, is perfect for all types
of application and is priced
at a level that will make you
want to unzip your wallet immediately!
These drives and associated cartridges
(25Mb It 100!silb) will be available in
late August '9.5 directly from HiSoll
with especially-written driver and
support software included. Trust
HiSoft to bring you the latest
innovations at the best possible prices!

Order your Zip drive now to be first in the long queued

Price MC
cartridge, extra

100Mb cartridges
El 5.95 or less!

Amiga Zip Tools
exclusively from HiSoft

Zip drives from HiSoft come with
everything you need to get going on a
SCSI-aware Amiga: the l i p  100 drive,
a 100Mb cartridge, all necessary leads
and a complete set of software,
programmed by HISoft, including:

•  Easy access drivers •  livrporanj unprotect
•  Password protect •  Cartridge mittalasation
•  Write protection •  Cartridge eject

• •  q •

CD-ROM Pack

HiSoft has done it again with a
brilliant multimedia pack of Squirrel
SCSI interface, Aiwa ACD-300
CD-ROM and the Almathera
10-on-Ill pack of CDs!
Just look at what you get:
•  The amazing. trend-setting Squirrel SCSI

mterface which elves my to 7 penpherak
(haniiime, CD-ROM, Zip, scanner etc
ta be daisy-chained together.

• CDA2 and CDTV err ufartiln software's.
, that you earl ail those games and other

Wks such as Video Orem
• The vett-looking A NM ACD..300

CD-ROM dritr, afasr. deithiespent
CD-ROM Leith tut; SCSI specification
phis complete audio controls on the front
SIT that you can plait music CDs directly
Plus an informative ICE' panel

All this, packaged together, at a truly superb price, with
full I year warranty and technical support from HiSoft.

astur if purchmed sjrrt d e  CM. 5

• ihc  :  ls: fhb is
10CDs ;r,, •  • .1g the Teton g a m e .
2000 dip-art images. the illustrated Works
of Shakespeare. a Corirms• Internet &
Netreorking CI), The World Vista Atlas,
100N of fonts. a complete photo binary and
muck muth more

All prices inclu

HiSoft
S Y S T E M S
The Old School, Greenfield

Bedford MK45 5DE U K
Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716

The Best-Value
Hard Drives

If you want a hard drive
(either SCSI or IDE) then
HiScitt has the one to suit
your needs; whether you
are looking for a small,
internal drive for your
Al Wi IIA600 or an external
1Gb beast-of-a-drive for
any SCSI-aware Amiga,
we can supply.
Based on only the highest
quality mechanisms from
lop suppliers, with full
manufacturer's warranty'
our hard drives are fully
tested for all Amiga
computers and come with
our own additional
warranty and technical
support.

IDE drives are perfect for
auto-booting your A600/A
and come with connection

lead, fi xing bolts & complete fi tting instructions. Fitting is very
straightforward but may invalidate your Arniga's warranty - check with us.

SCSI Hard Drives
le5Mb ikumal L179
3 e 3 M b  n t L I M I S

5 4 0 M b  i n a r r a i i  £ 2 0 9

5 4 0 M b  n i l l l i d i  £ 2 7 9

2.5" IDE
40Mb ot. 0
,
9 , 4
3

730Ntb etrnw E239
73010 roma' LIM
IGb poninal E O N
I Q  vernal L469

Drives
t79.95

is a

mdentork of
loriw+ir Inc

Order Free with your
Credit/Debit Card

0500 223660

The fastest drine yet at a great price!
Fast titi011aYsec transfer plus 190ms
access, using the renowned Toshiba
5301 chive, Also available w/o SCSI

,r case - just call.

' U M

onk
Quad-speed E31:19

CD-ROM

There's

and
CD-ROMs

We offer internal or external SCSI
hard drives, from .365Mb up to
2Gb. Internal devices are suitable
for mounting in the A1500, ALT 00,
ANXXI and A4000 and come with
necessary leads & screws whilst
the external drives are supplied in
our professional Squirrel 3•5' case
(available separately) which
includes integral power supply,
all SCSI connections and
connection leads of your choice
(at extra cost)

e!
Here is a list of HisSott titled for the Amiga
computers (pnces shown are the individual
RRPs)
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Squirrel Storage Systems • please call, Aura
12116 bit sampler - E99.95, Megalosound
sampler - £34.95, ProMidi interface - £24.95,
HiSoft Devpac 3.14 E79.95, HiSoft BASIC 2 -
C79.95, HigriSpeed Pascal - £99.95.
Gamesrnith - £99.95. Termite - £39.95, Twist 2
database - E99,95. Maxon Magic • E29,95.
Upper Disk Tools • E14 95, VistaLite inc
MakePathTTerraForm - E39.95 and much more,



[I] Scala turmoil

I have an A l 2 0 0  with 85Mb
hard drive, and a GVP Al230
II wit h 4Mb of  RAM.  I  have

recently purchased an Archos
CD-ROM drive,  and the problem is
after I  i ns t a l l  t h e  C D  s o f t ware
Whenever I  t ry  t o run any  Sc ala
script, big or small, the screen goes
blank and a reques t er c omes  up
slating t hat  t he mac hine is  out  of
memory.

Currently, the only  way I can use
the CD-ROM is  by  boot ing up the
computer with the supplied software.
which does not solve the problem. Do
I need more RAM for my system, or
am I only  going to be able to use
Scala and the CD separately?

Kurt Dallas, Middlesex

The A rc hos  CD hand le r
sof tware is  not  t hat  br i l -

liant, and it  does  seem t o
be the cause of  y our problems .  I t
may be wor t h  get t ing hold of  t he
latest v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  h a n d l e r
sof tware,  wh i c h  i s  u p  t o  a b o u t
vers ion 11,  a n d  t hat  may  s o lv e
your problems.

Another way  around y our prob-
lem is  there should be a COO DOS
Driver in y our  'DEVS:DosDrivers '
drawer. I f  you move this  out  of  the
DOS Dr i v e r s  d r a we r ,  t h e  C D
handler sof tware won' t  be s tarted
each t i m e  y o u  b o o t  u p  y o u r
machine.  Th i s  wi l l  l e t  y o u  us e
Scala in peace, and then whenever
you wi s h  t o  us e t he CD,  s imp ly
double-click the COO icon and the
CD software will be started.

r,

fI600 eHpan5ion
n  I  hav e a 2Mb Arniga600 and
' a m  planning t o add an I DE

hard drive and possibly a CD-
ROM via the PCMCIA slot. I 'm gett ing
clo DTP and want  to add some extra
memory, but the only way seems to be
lo use either a 2 or 4Mb PCMCIA mem-
ory card, which have seemingly disap-
peared from the current Amiga adverts.
Is there any other way of expanding the
A600's memory further?

M Toms, is le of Wight

r  T h e  A 6 0 0  r e a l l y  i s  t h emac hine t hat  Co mmo d o r e
forgot, and it  is quite diffi cult

finding any adverts  selling produc ts
for it. The PCMCIA cards that used to
be advert ised were fairly  expens ive,
and they s lowed the A l200 down so
they never really  took  off .  The other
downer is  t hat  i t  wou ld  t ie up  y our

Sit bark, re/an, put qour —
feet up, have a long fool —
drink &other bunfh of —

fimiga 011111P15 1 0
-
P i l l E t  —enlightenment —

PCMCIA slot. If you plump for a PCM-
CIA card,  y ou c ould t ry  look ing in a
PC (spit  spit ) magazine. if  none of the
Amiga dealers can help.

I d o  r e me mb e r  a A600 c ard t hat
could take either 2 or 4Mb of memory,
so i t  was  pos s ib le  t o  ex pand y ou r
MOO up to 9Mb in conjunc t ion with a
PCMCIA (I hat e t hat  ac rony m) card.
The problem you are going to have is
that DTP really  requires a fast proces-
sor. You do  not  say  what  DTP sof t -
ware y ou have,  but  on our February
'94 i s s u e  w e  g a v e  a w a y  ' T h e
Publisher* whic h Is an excellent  DTP
package and i t s  main adv ant age is
that it  is extremely fast.

If you really  do fancy  get t ing seri-
ous  about  DTP,  y ou migh t  want  t o
c ons ider  g e t t i n g  a  s e c o n d - h a n d
Al200 fi t ted with a hard drive and an
accelerator.

Came gremlin5
11 I  bought an A500 back in 1990

to which I have added a 'A Mb
memory  ex pans ion  c ard,  a

40Mb hard drive with 4Mb of RAM The
problem I  a m hav ing is  t hat  I  hav e
installed Civ ilizat ion and Lemmings  2
onto my hard drive, but when I try to run
them they both crash the machine, com-
plaining about not enough memory. Am I
doing something wrong or do I need
some more hardware? Is there a solution
that will not cost an arm and a leg?

Steve Mellows, Cambridge

r  f t  sounds  t o me like you do
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ory. This  is  the memory  used
to s t o re  t he g raph i c s  and  s ounds
used by  t he games .  The  A500 y ou
have probably  only has a 'A Mb of chip
memory .  and as y ou are running the
games of f  the hard drive the amount
of available c hip memory  is  reduced,
so it  cannot  get  the required memory
to run.

One opt ion is  t hat  y ou c ould fi t  a
mega c h ip  ex pans ion board  wh ic h
would give you 2Mb of chip memory  -
very handy  for us ing paint  packages,
but  i t  does  c os t  a EI S° .  The  o t her
alternat ive is  if  you have a rev is ion 6
mother board,  You can perform a lit t le
surgery on it  which wil l  give you 1Mb

T E C H N I C A L

AMIGA COMPUTING ADVICE SERVICE

of chip memory.  However,  we take no
responsibility  for any damage caused
to your  machine as a resul t of per-
f orming t his  operat ion,  and sugges t
that you get an authorised engineer to
do the modification for you.

After y ou hav e c hec k ed t hat  y ou
have a rev is ion 6 mot her  board -  I t
says on the far  r ight -  y o u  shoul d
locate three small square solder pads
labelled J 1
2
2 .  
j u s t  
l e f t  
o f  
t h
e  
c e
n t
r a
l

square chip. You need to cut the con-
necti on be tween t he  bot t om  t w o
squares -  a craft knife is best -  and
you do not have to cut very deeply at
all as the solder join is on the surface
and is qui te thin.  You then have to

TUE trouble
e  I cannot get TUDE to work. What's going on?

Lots of People. evelywhere
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TUDE off our  September CoverDisk? If you double-
clicked the GUI icon then tried to use your selected

options, all that happened is that you got an error message.
We made a bi t of a boob there, but do not worry as the

problem is quite easy to correct. The TUDE GUI program is
separate from the actual TUDE program, which can only be
used from the shell. When you tell the GUI  program to run
TUDE, it cannot find it as it only looks at the set path, which
does not include the directory TI ME is in.

What you have to do is first boot up the first disk and
extract the TUDE program into ram:. Next, open up the RAM
disk and from the Workbench menu select the 'show all files*
option. You should now see a C drawer and the TI ME drawer.
Open up the TUDE drawer and find the TUDE program. Now
you have to drag TUDE into the Ram:C drawer. If you now run
the GUI  pr ogr am i t wil l  be  able to fi nd the actual  TUDE
program and every thing should work fine.

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5
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Do you have a problem? Do you some-
times fi nd your sel f  poi sed over  your
Ami ga w i t h a x e  i n  ha nd,  s pout i ng
profanity at the stubborn refusal of your
software or hardware to behave property?

Wel l  calm down and swap the axe for
pen and paper, jot down your  problems.
along wi th a description of your  Amiga

setup, and send I t off to Amiga Computing Advice Service,
IDG Media,  Media House,  Adl ington Park, Macclesfield SKI D
41NP. Alternatively, e-mail us at ACAS@acomp.demor.co.uk

solder a connec t ion between the lop
and the middle solder pads.

Finally,  you need to locate another
three small solder pads labelled JP7a,
found next to the RAM expansion. The
connec t ion between the bot t om t wo
needs to be cut. Once done, the bomb
is defused -  whoops get t ing a bit  car-
ried away  there.  I f  you now boot  up
y our c omput er  y ou wi l l  hav e a f u l l
Megabyte of graphics memory.

limigaGuide guide
11 Wh e n  I am writ ing AmigaGuide

documents,  how do I get  my
buttons to be in Bold, italics etc. I

can do it  with text, but  not the buttons.
Also, how do you get  AmigaGuide to
launch ex ternal applicat ions  such as
pic tures.  an imat ions  f r om wi t h i n  a
document?

Ben Chapman. Bramhall

Blimey, it  could take pages to
go into the des ign and usage

of AmigaGuides .  Hang  on  -
Paul I've just had an idea for a feature.

As tar as I can tell,  there is  no way
of g e t t i n g  t h e  b u t t o n  i n  a n
AmigaGuide t o be rendered i n  any
other style. It ignores the built -in style
c ommands ,  and  a l s o  i g n o r e s  any
ANSI escape codes you might  try.

If you are us ing AmigaGuide under
0S3.0 or higher.  it  is possible to do a
link to an external data fi le. If the data

1  I  am writ ing to you f or help wit h an
AmigaDOS problem that I have On my

old A600HD with WB2.05. I used to be
able to dump ASCII text or directory listings to
the printer from the CU.  with the following com-
mand line:  type s:test TO PRT:  or  list s: TO
PRT:.

Now that I have upgraded my machine to an
Al200HD.  the above command line will crash
my mac hine,  and s omet imes  a prompt  wi l l
appear which will ask for a volume with no name.

The hard drive I have is a 120Meg Seagate -
it was  in my  A600 but  I re-ins talled it  in the
Al200.  Th e  b o o t  par t i t ion d i d  o r ig ina l l y
have WB2. 05  o n  i t .  A l l  o t her  as pec t s  o f
printing are fine, and I currently get around the
problem by  mak ing a temporary  fi le in RAM
and us ing ppmore to print  out  the fi le, which
works fine. Mos t  of  my  executable library and

Anq
nue5tion5?

Printer predimment
device fi les are imploded with imploder.  and
use early Explode patch to allow programs to
use them

I would like to take this opportunity to congrat-
ulate you on an excellent magazine, and also
your Ut ility Heaven' CoverDisk was BRILL It's
great to see lots of useful PD programs on your •
Cover Disk, so keep up the good work!!!

Adrian Richings. Gwynedd

We a r e  a l wa y s  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o
grotesque amounts  of  praise -  glad

you like the magazine so much.
As for your problem.  I would fi rst ly  check

that you have ful l y instal l ed al l  the new

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5

CO (onundrum5
'11 I  recently purchased an Octagon 2008 controller and a Apple CO300e and

am having a great deal of trouble trying to configure the system and get il to
work.

was told to extract the CDO driver from the storage disk, but this does not exist -
the only drivers I have are Aux. Pipe. PCO and PC1. When I use the Octagon HD inst
tools, the window comes up with the following:

PIC T I D  L L I N
0 0 0  M a t s h a a  CDRom CR80041,11Unsupported

6 A l l  Repeated

I hope you can help me out as I am getting extremely frustrated.

The problem you are hav ing is that you do not  have the correct  DOS
Ins D r i v e r .  As someone has kindly pointed out, you will need to copy the

CDO DOS driver into your DEVS:DosDriver drawer.  Unfortunately,  only
AmigaDOS 3.1 came with CD-ROM support,  so only 3.1 owner s will have a
CDRo m. h a n d l e r  a n d  a c c o mp a n y i n g  COO DO S  d r i v e r  i n  t h e i r  L :  and
DEVS:DosDrivers drawers.

However, all is not lost. What you need to get hold of  is the AmiCORom soft-
ware. This  wi l l  install t he correct  driver and handler sof tware to allow you to
use y our CD player.  This  is  available on Fred Fis h disks ,  s o any decent  PD
house should be able to supply you with the right  disk.

The informat ion displayed by the Install tools  shows  that  the CD is  connec-
ted to the SCSI chain.  You may  st ill have problems  us ing the CD as it  stands
because the CD data is repeated for every SCSI device entry. This  can be cured
by fi t t ing a SCSI terminator,  whic h basically indicates that  there are no more
devices attached to the SCSI chain.

type is  s upport ed.  t he AmigaGuide
will be able to display or play the fi le.
The l ink  takes the f orm of  a normal
NODE l ink ,  bu t  t he s ec ond par t  is
the pa t h  name of  t he data fi le.  Fo r
example:

W I t ' t  i  Picture' timk 'Work:Guide/el/Picture')

Using this  technique, it  is also pos-
s ible t o  d o  l i nk s  t o  o t h e r  gu ides ,
which are saved as separate files. The
only problem wit h us ing the guide to
display or play picture and sound fi les
is that  i t  wi l l  be on a blank  window,
which does not look that nice.

It is  pos s ib le  t o  ex ec ut e s y s t em

Alex Currie. Ayrshire

commands f rom but ton presses. The
format is the same as above, but  you
use t he  wo r d  ' s y s t em*  ins t ead of
'link',  and y ou have t o add a ',main'
to the end of the fi le name -  don't  ask
me why you just  have to:

it 'Pic tur0 'y e t i.  'run OlkittiView
tork:PicturetityPictureimein'l

This will allow you to display a pic-
ture us ing anot her  AmigaGuide  or
Mult ilt iew on the same screen, but  in
a separate wi n d o w -  wh ic h  I  think
looks better. It also allows  the user to
get r id of  the pic ture whenever they
like.

Workbench 3.0 fi les  over t he old 2.05 fi les.
Having said that  though,  us ing an older ver-
sion of  the parallel o r  printer device should
not make the computer crash.

I am going t o have to point  my  fi nger at
early  Ex plode.  As  i t  is  quit e an o ld  patch.
there is  a chance that  the new OS is  doing
s o me t h i n g  i t  c a n n o t  h a n d l e .  I  w o u l d
unimplode all your device and libraries  fi les
because the amount  of  room you gain is  not
that great ,  and all y ou are doing is  s lowing
the c omput er  down bec aus e eac h t ime it
opens a library  or dev ice fi le it  is  hav ing to
decompress it, increasing the amount  of time
it takes to run programs.

If you really want to compress your system
files you might  want  to cons ider the XPK dis-
t ribut ion.  whic h is  usable f or any  data tiles.
or the Disk Expander product.
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ssembly language programmers
frequently need to be able to write

text messages back to a Shell win-
dow. The good news at this point is that it is
very easy to do and by making use of a few
well chosen macros, you can effectively get
the assembler to write most of the code for
you. This month's example is based on
three macros: WRITEDOS, which sets up a
DOS library Write() function call, and CALL
SYS and LINKLIB which (as regular read-
ers will already know) are used to generate
the library calling code.

A description of the Write() function has
been provided in the accompanying boxout
and you see that for delivering text mes-
sages. this function needs to know the
length of the text string. One way to work
Out the number of characters is to actually
count them, but this approach is both
tedious and error prone_ A better way is to
get the assembler to do the counting for you
by placing an additional label at the end of
the text, and then using the EOLlate direc-
tive to set it to a value based on the current
assembler location counter value minus the
start of the onginal string like this:

messegt
text"
message_SIZEOF

dc.b 'Just sou esample

Ehu f-nessage

The result is that the assembler sets the
second label to the size of the preceding
text string. Now, if we also adopt a conven-
tion whereby the sizes of all strings are rep-
resented by adding _SIZEOF to the onilirml

The touer015k code
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e ,
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label, it's possible to create a macro that
automatically forms the size label from the
string name II is given. The WRITEDOS
macro, shown in listing 1, does exactly this
and it therefore allows a programmer to
create text display code simply by writing
statements like:

ifffiDOS  g e , _ s t d o u t

Notice at this point that we need to identify
the standard output handle for the Shell.
There is an easy-to-use DOS function
called Output() which allows us to obtain
this. The function needs no parameters and
Since the result comes back In register do,
the fragment for identifying the handles
looks like this:

CALMS Output,_DOSWase
move.i d l , . . s t d o u t

UNDERNEATH THE SURFACE
Those of you who are new to assembler
coding may find it useful to know what
the assembler  does as it encounters
the WRI TEDOS macro call. Firstly, the
macro gets expanded to produce these
instructions:

spf

_stdout,d1

teessage,d2

Stessage_SIZEDi,d3
Weitt,_DOSBase

(spl•,d1-d3

preserve regis
ters dl-d3 1
DOS output i ng
tandle
start of aes
sage
size of message
IDS cell to
write aessage
restore regis
ten s dl-d3

All we need now is a runable example and you'll •
find this on the CoverDisk. Of course, WRITEDOS
can be used for control character output as well as
text string output so, to make the example a little

l'more interesting. I've included a couple of console
control sequences which tell the Shell window to
turn italic text display on and off. The data for these

„Calls are set up in just the same way as already
1
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two definitions:
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i t a l ndc . b  fS1,133,86d
italic_on_SIlf0i E A U  r-flatic_on

. i t h i c _ of f  d c . f t  til,S32,533,16d
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You'l l  ther efor e fi nd the  r eal  text  message

generation sandwiched between the calls that con- I
trol the italics setting like this:

WIITEDOS izatic_on,_atdout
WIIITEDOS •essage,_stdout
MIENS itatic_off....stdout

turn on itatics
get DOS to write nessage
turn off italics

And that's basically all there is to it as far as basic
Shell window text display is concerned. So that the
example code can be assembled without the official
Amiga system files. I've included all necessary 0 / 0
(library vector offset) values for the function calls
and the WRI TEDOS,  CALLSYS and LI NKLI B 1macros in the source itself. The runable form of the
program does, of course, need to be run from a
Shell window because it will be to that window that
the output text will be sentl

Paul fillPfdd filltM7P5 an M g  wag tg get

IPtit 117P55dgP5 written to a Shell window
;unction lane:
Description:
Call Forgot:
Registers;
Arguaents:

Return Maim

Notes:

De scription of  the  Write  function

stmt.
CRUSTS
i tch.  I,

Ami ga  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5

Write()
Write date to a fi le
length_written .  Writhing, buffer_p, data_leogthl
DO D I  1 2  0 3
file -  fi le handle
buffer_p -  pointer to buffer holding the data
data_lenoth -  Length of the data
length_wriften -  number of bytes actually written

A lengtfe_mritten value of - I  will indicate an errs

WILTEDOS !ACID
movem.l. d l - d 3 , - f s p )
•ove.l I 2 , d 1
•ovv.l • 1 1 4 2

ISI.SIZEOF,d3
grite,_DOSBast
isp,e,df-d3

movem.l df-d3, -(spi

move.l _stdout, d1

move.1 Rmessage,d2
•ovs.1 tmessage_Slaibi,d3
gove.t . 6 ,  -
( s o )
nove.t JO Sease,  10

jar _LO DWr i te l a i i )

6
m
o
l
l
y
w
e
e
l
l
.
1 
I
t
s
a
p
P
)
1
4
;
8
6

,d1-d3

preserve registers df-d3
DOS output fi le hendie
start of message
silt of  I t
DOS cell to write message
restore registers dl-d3

Listing I : t h •  ma cro for writ ing t e xt  strings

The CALLSYS macro also gets expanded,
causing the _ I NC prefi x to be added to
the 'Write' label and generating a further
reference to the system include file LIN.
KLIB macro which is then also expanded.
The result is that the assembler ends up
producing code which looks like this:

preserve regim
dl-d1
ODS output fi ts
handle
start of sesta!'
size at nesse!)e
preserve contents
of al
bast address of
library
Indirect subeoet
call
restore al
ftS tOr t r e g is te r .
dl-d3

f f .
• = 1  •  • • • •

• • • •  / M O  •

• • • •  • • • •

• • • •

A dOdiA t. I h M t •

This month's e xa mple  wa s a ctua t ly cre a te d
using M ille t 's Devisee but  the  code  ca n be
a sse mble d owing a ny a sse mble r

cc



NEW!!!
S C A N N E R  A r t e c  Colour

A t i r a n t a n t i t  --- ScannerE449.00

OMB E49-00
2MB El 09-00
4MB E169-00

FOR AMIGA 1500 TO 4000
PUTERS WITH SCSI CONTROLLER
(Al200 USER PLEASE PHONE).

MOUSE
FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS

E9.99
OKTAGON 4008
True SCSI II controller for your
Amiga 1500 to 4000, upgrade-
able to 8MI3 using Zipp Ram
allows you to connect H-Disk,
Syquest CD Roms etct99.00
MULTIFACE III
ADDS 2 SERIAL & 1 PARAL-
LEL PORT TO ANY AMIGA
1500 TO 4000

COMPLETE W I T H
CARD C ABL E  A N D
SOFTWARE T O
ENABLE YOU TO CON-
NECT T O  A  P C  O R
MACINTOSH COMPUT-
ER

CD ROM(SCS1)
DOUBLE SPEED E 1 5 9 - 0 0
QUAD SPEED E 1 9 9 - 0 0
SIX SPEED E P O A

400 DPI
BUTTON ALFA-DATA

AMIGA Al200 (BASIC UNIT)
AMIGA Al200 (WITH 65MB HARD DISK)
AMIGA Al200 (WITH 80MB HARD DISK)
AMIGA Al200 (WITH 120MB HARD DISK)
AMIGA Al200 (WITH 170MB HARD DISK)
AMIGA Al200 (WITH 340MB HARD DISK)
AMIGA Al200 (WITH 540MB HARD DISK)
AMIGA Al200 (WITH 810MB HARD DISK)

AMIGA
A600/500

RAM CARDS
A600 1MB Ram
A600 1MB Ram & Clock
A500+ 1MB Ram
A500 1/2MB Ram

Al200
RAM CARDS

340MB
540MB
850MB
1GIG
2/4/9GIG
SQUIRREL

El 99-00
E229-00
E269-00
E379-00
EPOA
E54-00

E20-00
E33-00
E20 -00
El 5-00

Apollo Al230
1230 turbo

from 179.00

PCMCIA COMPATIBLE(With clock & FPU socket)CARD NEEDED FOR AMIGA T O  4000

EXTERNAL
SCSI HDISK

FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS
ViTTH SCSI CONTROLLER

SPECIAL OFFER
2.5" DRIVES

FOR AMIGA A600/1200 COMPLETE WM-I
SOFTWARE, CABLES & INSTRUCTIONS

60MB E 5 9 - 0 0
80MB
1 E 6 9 - 0 020MB E89-00
340MB E 1 7 9 . 0 0
510MB E 2 6 9 - 0 0

E l  0 9 . 0 0  8 5 0 M B  E 4 9 9 - 0 0
TANDEM IDE 3 . 5 "  HARD DRIVES

IDE S C S I  M E M O R Y
IDE controller card for your 4 2 0 M B  E 1 2 9  E 1 2 9  3 0  6 4  7 2
Amiga 1500 to 4000 allows you 5 4 0 M B  E 1 5 9  E 1 6 9  P i n  P i n  P i n
to connect a CD rom of your 8 1 0 M B  E 1 8 9  E 2 2 9
choice or just another Hard 1 - G I G  E 2 9 9  E 3 9 9Drive_
Tandem card Only E 6 9 . 0 0
Tandem card & Triple speed CD E1 6 9 -0 0
Tandem card & Quad speed CD E1 9 9 -0 0  F O R  AMIGA A500/500+ C 9 9 . 0 0

EXTERNAL 4 2 0 M B  E199-00 1 0 0 M B
E299-00FLOPPYE39 8 5 0 M B  •

95 1 GIG E 3 4 9 . 0 0  
Z I P  
D R I V E

diNOMMEr

. 4 . T . L A S T A M / G A  I S  B A C K  •  E 1 9 9 . 0 0SYQUEST
DRIVES

Int. E x t .
88MB E 2 1 9  E 2 6 9
105MB E 2 2 9  E 2 7 9
200MB E 3 3 9  E 3 8 9
270MB E 3 4 9  E 3 9 9

BOTH THE ZIPP & SYOUEST
DRIVES NEED SCSI CON-

TROLLER ON ALL AMIGA COM-
PUTERS A C C E S S O R I E S -_______ I P

AMIGA A500/600/1200 PSU E 3 4 - 9 5
"rM A5 0 0  INT. FLOPPY DRIVE E 3 0 - 9 5

noz. A600/1200 INT. FLOPPY DRIVEE45.00
2,5" HDISK CABLE E l  0.00
2.5" TO 3.5" HDISK CABLE KIT E15-00
PARALLEL PRINTER CABLE E6 .0 0Alb

mer A M I G A  VGA ADAPTOR E 1 5 . 0 0
E l  AMIGA TRACKBALL E 3 5 - 0 0AUTO JOYSTICK SWITCH E 1 5 - 0 0
'
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g
g 
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E
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0

126  F ORE ST REET ,UPPER EDMONTON,LONDON,N1 8 2 X A
iTEL: 0 1 8 1 - 3 4 5 - 6 0 0 0  F A X :  0 1 8 1 - 3 4 5 - 6 8 6 8  E M A I L :  g a s t e i n @ d i r c o n . c o . u ki t

ALFA-POWER
HARD DISK ZIP RAMS

E399.00
C449•00
£469.00
£489.00
009.00
£569.00
£669.00
E919.00

ORDER NOW TO AVOID DISSAPOINTMENT FOR CHRISTMAS
DELIVERY CHARGES

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT. SMALL CONSUMABLES AND
SOFTWARE ITEMS UNDER THE VALUE OF ES9 PLEASE
ADD E3 50 P&POTHER ITEMS EXCEPT LASERS, NEXT
DAY COURIER SERVICE EIO PER BOX. OFFSHORE AND
HIGHLANDS, PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTATION I N  ADDI-

G a s t e i n e r  T I O N  WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING EXPRESS SERVICES:
SATURDAY DELIVERY NORMAL RATE PLUS EIS PER BOX,
MORNING N EXT DAY NORMAL RATE PLUS CIO PER BOX
E &OE PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT
PRIOR NOTICE ALL TRADEMARKS ACKNOWLEDGED,

Basic Colour
Microvitek 1438
Microvitek 1440
Samsung 15''
Samsung 17"
Samsung 20"

NEW!!!
AMIGA

A600 ACCELERATOR
68020 28MHZ

UPGRADEABLE TO
8MB RAM

£209.00
A2000 ACCELERATOR
28MHZ & 50MHZ with

SCSI Controller
EPOA

ACCELERATORS
Viper 68030/28Mhz OMB E 1 1 9 - 0 0
Viper 68030/40Mhz OMB E l  89-00
Viper 68030/50Mhz OMB E l  99-00

FPU
Increases the performance of your
machine when adding these FPU's.
suitable for all Accelerator & Ram cards
for Al200 and Amiga 4000 Computers

28Mhz (PLCC) E24.00
33Mhz (PLCC) E39-00
40Mhz (PLCC) E79-00
50Mhz (PGA) E89-00

MONITORS

1MB
2MB
4MB
8MB
16MB
32MB

E27
E89
E109
E269
E429
EN/A

EN/A
EN/A
E199
EN/A
ENIA
EN/A

E189-00
E259.00
E399-130
E319-00
E599 -00
EPOA

E35
E69
E129
E269
E399
E799

FOR ANY AMIGA OR
ACCELERATOR CARD

PICASSO II
BOARDS

24B1T GRAHPHICS BOARD FOR
AMIGA A1500 TO 4000

Picasso 1MB E 2 1 9 - 0 0
Picasso 2MB E 2 3 9 - 0 0

Emplant all versiotTlo
available from

E229_00



F E A T U R E

he Amiga has been around for quite a while now and
when it  was released it only had two pieces of software
other than Workbench, one of which was a paint package

called Prism, the other a piece of  music  software that Debbie
Harry sang along to at the launch of the Amiga_

The situation has changed somewhat over the last ten years,
with a part icular concentration in the arenas the Amiga started
with, namely graphics and music, And of course, there's a lot of
software out there that might not be familiar to you, especially if
you are a relatively new Amiga owner. So let's plunge straight into
our categories and have a look at what's available.

Graphical Om
Let's start with the category that launched
the Amiga  — graph ic s .  Wit h a wide
selection of paint packages at our disposal,
we have always been well catered for.
We've got  the Paints (D, P and TV) and
Brilliance, and we've got the know-how to
use them. For a long lime, the only choice
that had to be made was whether you
were going to buy DPaint or not do any
graphics, but DPaint's thunder has been
somewhat stolen over the past three or so
years by two new contenders; Brilliance
and Personal Paint.

Personal Paint 's start was  somewhat
shaky. It looked like a sub-standard DPaint
c lone and behav ed like one in s ome
respects too. It still only offers painting in
256 colours on screen (no HAM or HAMB).
but it does now have an animation system
and many more features besides.

Some of  the more interes t ing ones
include a virtual memory system for manip-
ulating bitmaps larger than your memory
would normally be able to hold, and the
ability t o produc e bot h Random Dot
Stereograms a n d  S i n g l e  I m a g e
Stereograms relatively painlessly (until you
have to look at them, of course). It also has
both whole-image and brush-based image
processing functions, so you can paint
over an area to make it embossed, for
instance, which,  while somewhat  slow,
adds a whole new set of tools for creativity.

Personal Paint is full of innovations and.
unlike ° Paint  and Brilliance, is  s t ill in
development, so it can only get better. It is
also the only native paint package that
properly supports graphics cards. Brilliance
is also an innovat ive package geared
towards the artist rather than the computer
fiend, it has superb tools for animation and
an interesting, if somewhat unfamiliar — to
afficionados of the DPaintipPaint layout —
interface.

DPaint

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5

Seri

Brilliance actually consists of two paint
packages. one for normal register paint.
and a version for use under HAM which
saves out 24-bit files, DPaint is still going
great guns. especially since it now comes
with a macro recorder and an enhanced
move requester, but it  still seems pretty
slow and it's not going to get any faster.

There is  one other dedicated paint
package available for the Amiga. but you
need to have a pretty stonking machine to
take advantage of i t  The title in question
is TVPaint which now supports layering
effects like Photoshop (although it is limit-
ed to only  three layers) and improved
speed and fluidity in its paint ing tools.
However, as I already said, you are going
to need a fat wallet to get it. Not only does
it cost somewhere in the region of 2400

Video. The last bastion of Amiga superiority. Only the
Amiga makes direct genlocking or recording to video
possible without  expensive graphics cards. And as
such, we have some stonking video titling packages
such as Scala, Broadcast Tiller Ii. Montage 24 and
Big Alternative Scroller 2 to rely on for all our CG
needs.

Scala is  the big daddy of  them all.  More than a
video titter really, Scala can be put to use as a Point
Of Information display tool or interactive mult imedia
presenter. Scala comes in a variety of guises, f rom
the simplicity and small scale of HT100, all the way
up to IC400, otherwise known as InfoChannel.

infoChannel is designed as a distributed informa-
tion system and is used to control v ideo walls  and
hotel TV systems, In the middle somewhere is Scala

1151

for the software, you really need at le
14Mb RAM and a fast graphics card
use it. Having said that, it  is the only o
of the packages I have mentioned
supports pressure-sens it ive graphic
tablets properly.

•  Del uxe Pai nt V 259.95 Emerald
Creative Technology 0181-715 8.866

•  Per sonal  Pai nt v6.3 239.95
Amiga Computing 01625 878888

•  TV Pai nt 3 £329.95 Active UK
0161-402 5770

•  Br i l l i anc e 2 245.95 Emerald
Creative Technology 0181-715 8866

Elide° 111(Pq5
MM400 — we reviewed it earlier this year — the king
of Amiga mult imedia packages. With the ability to
scale fonts on the fly, have wipe effects both onto
and of f  the screen, and load almos t  any type of
picture file format suitable for video work, Scala has
a lot hidden under its bonnet.

•  Sc ala MPA41313 2249.95 Emerald Creative
0181-715 8866

•  Mon t age  24 2259.95 Emerald Creative
0181-715 8866

•  Big Al ter nati ve Ser ener  2 249.95
Emerald Creative 0181-715 8866
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The other launch platform for the Amiga, music has
long been a passion for Amiga owners with com-
posers like Danny Elfman (Beetlejuice, Nightmare
before Chris tmas  and Batman) us ing Bars  and
Pipes Pro to help them with their composit ions.
There are two forms of  mus ic  that can be made
using the Amiga. one being MIDI sequenced music
using packages like Bars and Pipes or MusicX, the
other being ' internal'  mus ic  or chip tunes us ing
tacker programs like Powertracker or OctaMed,

There are a vast number of mods, as the tunes
are called, available from public domain sources like
the Amiriet, but I digress. The toppest of top notch
MIDI sequencers for the Amiga has to be Bars and
Pipes Professional. Indeed, Andy Bishop, one of
Premier Vision's directors and no mean muse him-
self, has said on numerous occasions that he can
do things with Bars and Pipes that still can't be done
on any other platform, so it must be true.

Other contenders in the MIDI music field include
the relat ively recently updated MusicX and even
OdaMed has now integrated MIDI sequencing into

enous s o f t ware  has  alway s  been
htly thin on the ground for Amigas,

like certain other machines, but we do
ye a couple of splendid word proces-

in Final Writer and Wordworth. Final
er should just be hitting a new version

you read this, with even more features
uding a sensible way to apply bold and

styles to text and a 'tab' feature that
to be seen to be understood.

In the battle for speed at word process-
Final Writer wins hands down, It also
es with more fonts and clip art  than
rdworth a n d  s u p p o r t s  A Re x x .
ever, a lot of people don't like Final
er's non-standard interface and feel

re at home with Wordworth's  more
iga•ike approach. Both these pack-
es really  need a hard drive and a
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its tracker programming. On the tracker front, you
can only buy one product and that is OclaMed, but
there are umpteen Pro, Power,  Noise, Blandiblah
trackers out there in the public domain.

•  Bars & Pi pes Pr ofessi onal  E215 White
Knight Technology 01920 822321

•  I t illut icX E49.95 Emerald Creative
Technology 0181-715 8866

•  De t a ined  6 E40 RBF Software
01703 785680

machine with at least a 68020 and 4Mb
RAM to run well, but for those with a hum-
bler specification, there is always Final
Copy or Wordworth SE_ Wordworth SE is
merely a out-down version of the lull pack-
age, whereas Final Copy is actually a dif-
ferent program geared towards lower end

•  Final  Wr i ter  v4 E74.95
Gorden Harwoods 01773 836781

•  Final  Copy  E49.95 Gordon
Harwoods 01773 836781

•  Wo r d wo r t h  E79.95 Emerald
Creative Technology
0181-715 8866

•  Wor dwor th SE E44.95
Emerald Creative Technology
0181-715 8866
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•  Red O u t  of
development

•  Green S t i l l  in
development

•  B lue Un s u r e  of
development status

•  PageStr eam 3 E174.95
Emerald Creative Technology
0181-715 8866

•  Pr ofessi onal  Page v4.1
E49.95 LH Publishing
01908 370230

•  Twis t 2E89, 95 Emerald Creative
Technology 0181-715 8866

•  Final  Data  2 E39.95 Gordon
Harwoods 01773 836781

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5

PaggStrisions

F E A T U R E

machines. Of course, if you want total con-
trol over your page layout, you will almost
certainly want to go for PageStream 3. This
is a fully-blown. almost-professional DTP
package. I  s ay  a lmos t  prof es s ional
because there are certain features that
remain t o be implement ed inc luding,
perhaps most  importantly, the ability to
produce colour separated documents .
Without this ability you will be limited to
either working in greyscale or printing on
your own colour printer.

You could, alternatively, go for a copy of
ProPage,  n o w  res ur rec t ed  b y  L H
Publishing who are able to of fer it f or
E49.95. However, this doesn't alter the fact
that the product is no longer in develop-
ment.

On the database front there hasn't really
been anything to match Superbases domi-
nation of the market, but with new databas-
es from HiSoft (Twist2), Softwood (Final
Data), and Digita (DataStore),  perhaps
there will be a new brand leader. However,
none of the databases I have mentioned
seem to have the depth presented by
Superbase Professional.

When it  comes to spreadsheets,  the
Amiga is even less well served, with only
TurboCalc really in the running, although
there is  a new t it le on the horizon with
Softwood's Final Cale.

•  Dat aSt ore  E45,95 Emerald
Creative Technology
0181-715 8866

•  Super base 4 Professional
E129.95 HiSoft
01525 718181

•  Tu rboCa lc  £49.95 Emerald
Creative Technology
0181-715 8866
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Fr0MM power
ADPro introduced Amiga owners to the real power of
image processing. There were other packages avail-
able. but none had the stable, flexible interlace that
ADPro presented to the world. Times have moved
on since then -  indeed ADPro is no longer being
updated and the company formerly known as ASOG
(now Elastic Reality) is working on products for pret-
ty much any platform other than the Amiga. But it's
not a great loss as the last version of ADPro was
distinctly disappointing and we have some superb
new packages to play with.

First  up is  I mageF A  which has  gone f rom
strength to strength since its inception as GVP's in-
house image processor. ImageFPX now supports
24-bit preview screens if you are lucky enough to be
running the CybergraphX software, and its range of
features and tile formats that are supported has
grown apace. However, the real star of this year has

The Amiga was producing high-quality
ray traced images before the majority of
PC owners even knew what ray tracing
was. With a long pedigree, LightWave is
probably the best-known 3D package for
the Amiga now, but you shouldn't forget
the br i l l iant  c ont r ibut ion ma d e  b y
Imagine to the Amiga's standing in the
3D arena.

There are also unknown quantities in
the f orm of  Max on Cinema  4D and
Reflections, two German ray tracers of
repute, both of  which will be released
over here_ Lightwave is the one to go for
for ease of use and add-on utilities. You
can get utilities that generate explosions,
gravity, hair, flocking behaviour, target
tracking. and so on and so on.

There is  another 3D package that
doesn't seem to get as much press as the
other two.  namely  Real 3D_ The older
versions were quite simple to use, but
with the introduction of Real 3D v2, Real
became a lot more complex. Real3D is
now ideally suited to people who wish to
simulate physical experiments as you can
assign gravity effects, collision detection,
elasticity and other physical properties to
the objects in your scenes_

With Real 31) it is even possible to go
bowling and see the results, albeit a lot
more slowly than you would if  you just
went down to your local bowling alley.
As with any  processor-intensive soft-
ware package,  y ou wi l l  fi nd yourself
growing old if  you are wailing for your
pictures to render on a 68000 machine.
so make sure you have plenty of RAM
and processor power before you go and
lash out on one of these packages.

•  L igh t Wav e  4 Etbc from Cybersystems 01843 292150

•  I mag ine  3. x  E99,95 from Emerald Creative 0181-715 8866
•  Real  3D 1d3 E319.95 from Active UK 0181-402 5770

•  Ma x o n  Ci n e ma  4D E199.95 from HiSoft 01525 718181

Photoge nic,

to be Almathera's superb Photogenics package. I
could have put this in with the graphics section, but I
feel Phologenics is not quite strong enough to sit in
with the all-purpose graphics packages: where

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5

scores is as a 24-bit paint and process tool.
lady suited to retouching scans and generating s
ring backdrops and composite pictures_ With
active picture compositing and brush-based i
processing effects, the sort of pictures you can
ate is only limited by your febrile imagination.

•  ADPro v2.5 E139 Emerald Creative
Technology 0181-715 8866

•  I mageF/ X v2.11 E249.99 (but look for
special otters) from Wizard Developments
01322 272908

•  Photogeni c .  vi  .2 E59.95 from
Almathera 0181-687 0040

Miaellang
There are always some things that cannot
be pigeonholed but shouldn't be forgotten
because that is the case. It's the same
story with Amiga software, There are cer-
tain titles, like Distant Suns, that fit uneasily
into categories like educational. I t 's as
close a fit as we are likely to get, but why
categorise them at  all? So here's  my
(admittedly limited) selection of misfit bits
of software that are just to good not to
mention.

First up might as well be Distant Suns.
Mike Smithwick's superb bit of astronomi-
cal sof tware should be in anyone who
even has the vaguest interest in the night
sky's software collection. You can spend
hours t rawling around the ephemeris ,
tracking comets and planets, finding out
more information on star systems, looking
at close up pictures of  the moon -  it 's
almost like having 'The Sky at Night ' on
your Amiga.

And that really sad link brings me onto
our next selection, pop pickers -  Airlink.
Aidink is one of those products that you
might never hear about, but would come in
really handy tor you. You might have diffi-
culty getting a copy of it now that you do
know about it. but you should be able to at
least try the number at the bottom of this
section if you are interested.

So what does it do? Basically speaking,
using Airlink. you can control any infrared
device within range of your Amiga. Airlink

Is specifically aimed at DTV people
want  t o cont rol t heir  VCRs  f rom th
Workbench screen and consists of a s
box at the end of a cable which plugs
your second mouse port.

You can recreate your video's rem
control on the screen using DPaint a
then make areas on the brush 'hot' so
they act as buttons whose functions
set within AirLink's interface. It's a re
s imple s y s t em a n d  one  t hat  wor
extremely well.

My third and fi nal treat is a piece
software that is vanously described as
programmer's  t ool ,  wh ic h  i s  t rue
programs l ik e ProCont rol and Fib
Factory have been written using it -
as a mult imedia package, which is all
true since several POI systems have be
created using it, It's both_ It's CanDo,
program with a six-year pedigree. and
have used it to create my AmiTCPHelpi
program and a couple of  front-ends it
slide show-type affairs.

•  AMink  Elbc Cybersystems
01843 292150

•  Distant Suns E27.95 HiSoft
01525 718181

•  CanDo £229.95 Emerald Creative
0181-715 8866

Will there be more?
So there you have it. A short guide to the best software for your Amiga. There
many other categories to deal with like disk utilities, back up programs. edu
sampling. structured drawing, communications, programming. and so on,
we will be able to print a continuation of this article at some point dealing with
other categories, we'll see

In the mean time, do go out and buy some of the software I've tad you about h
Your continued support of the Amiga software market will ensure future version
the software that is still being developed, and make sure our remaining so
doesn't go the way of ADPro. ProPage, DPaint, Brilliance and all those others.
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Accessories

3.5" DEW 1000BE BOXB 3.5" MOLAR( BOBES
103 Cap drove,. 19 . 99
80 Cop Bolo Bores 19.99

*  STANDARD PACK
Wordworth 4SE/Ngital Dote Store LI  /Turbo Cok 3.6
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FUSION VIDEO GENLOCKProoldes gcme5 ond iktu pat1bi4yt  A600/A I 200
External cosinci .168.00 5 6 0 Mb .„,. ...C234.99

INTERNAL 2.5" + CABLE + SOFTWARE
80Mb 2.5' £ 6 9 . 9 9

120Mb 2.5' £ 9 9 . 9 9
170Mb 2.5" E l  24.99

250Mb ..... _1137.99
340Mb E 1 7 9 . 9 9
510Mb E 2 5 9 . 9 9

INTERNAL 3.5" + CABLE + SOFTWARE
270Mb 3.5  E l  20.99 5 4 0 Mb E 1 5 9 . 9 9
2120Mb 3.5" E149. 99 1  ocomb E 2 9 9 . 9 9
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AMIGA CD32
7 Gems Peck:
Carron Fodder
Dggers, LiberaVon,
Oscar, Microcosm,
* m o t e

Blows
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SX 1 Modular Expansion 1 1 9 1 , 9 9
keyboard or CD32 1 3 6 . 9 9
Disk Drive for CD32 E 4 8 . 9 9
CD32 to Amigo 1200 inc. olteue C29.99
CD32 to Scart . - E l  1.99
Competition Pro Pod......... 1  5.99
Commodore Original Pad ....... C8•99
CD32 Hifi Lead i l l . 9 9

Add 112 p&p for occonsoriti

AMIGA CD ROM DRIVE
Overdrive Double Speed CD E 1 7 4 . 0 9
Overdrive Quad Speed CD E 2 3 4 . 9 9
Overdrive Double Speed CD E 1 9 4 . 9 9
i, , lu d in g  Ip o Ke  to  ,o , tal i  a  n e rd  d rive
Squirr SC51-2 Inierloce 169..99
Plug., in k,  yo u r N. M (I i5 ,  &  al lo ws yo u  to  •Lcolnert 7  SCSI de vice s

1 A M I T E K  HAWK RAM BOARD FOR Al200
2 M b  R a m  . . . . E l  2 7  A l t e r n a t i v e  £ 1 2 0
Amb Ram. £ 1 8 7  Alternative £ 1 8 0

h MEE D O N U T

gam CARTRIDGES & WILLS
HP peskiest Slack Dual Capacity Cartriclge-C22.99
HP De sk e t Block Refill 1 7 . 9 9
HP Deskies 5 0 0 C/ 5 6 0 C Colour Ca rtr e s   C25.99
HP De skie t 5 0 0 C/5 6 0 C Colour Refill  £ 1 6 . 9 9
Canon Si 10/200 Black ink Coraidgas £ 1 6 . 9 9
Canon SJ 1 0 / 2 0 0  Sla ck ink Refill £ 9 . 9 9
Citizen Pra ie t IIC Colour £ 3 4 . 0 0
Citizen Prose, DC M ono £ 2 0 . 5 0

!RACK
Posiod 00020001000 _ W O
Arwood te /P4000.__EILAS

PCW
112S6114121023300_,__CLOO

*meted 9512.
Clem 1200/LVIO/Sirk24/9.C24$

Epson LX00.46/90
Epos LOW/ 500/800/160
Epson II1000,1110,1111:0......XLMNK Newt* P2200
%ludo SP 121XII I 600/2C00

Add t  2.

TOP QUALITY RIBBONS
KAM

%morn 0,1)23M24,11 /10E3.30
Porø.eii8 1040/ I 110/90.S3.30
Ponaceis LW' 2123/21 so...._stoo
We K10/20/100 . . . . . . .  _12.90
Vet KIE0 E 3 , 5 0
kest,C2410/24200 C 3 . 0 2

COLOUR
CA to Sevit 24 . - - E 1 2 , 9 9
Penmen 2135/2122/21110_,E1190

LX
Se LC2410/21200 _ 4 1 2 3 0

00 p&p

U.S M I V A T W N F T W I C E S  -(BIPO W E L C O M E  +SUR
r t
,

LAND

LOWEST PRICES : _ 1 1 1 =

_ -
AmoEso to Sony I si C 1 0 . 9 9
Amigo to Amiga  £ 1 0 . 9 9
Modulator overhang lead 23M123F £ 1 1 . 9 9
Joystick Splitters £ 5 . 9 9
Automatic M ouse / Joystick cable  £ 1 3 . 9 9
Joystick Extension food 10fs £ 5 . 9 9
Printer Lead S A  0 0

DUST COVERS
Amiga 200/500/50OP/600  . . C 4 . 0 0
Commodore /Philips monitors £ 4 . 0 0
Star/Citizen/Panasonic Printers £ 4 . 0 0

Amiga Disk Drives (Amitell, Sony) ...... ....... C49.99
Amigo Mouse Imp quality) £ 1 1 . 5 0
Internal Drive s A5001,8,500f / A600/ A 1200 .1 3 4 / C 4 4
TV Modulator (2yrs warranty).   £ 3 4
Deluxe Mouse Mat e 1 . 9 9
1000 1.06,4t  C 1 3  99
3_5" D isk head Cleaner £ 1 . 9 9
Python TM Joystick £ 8 . 7 5
Maverick l  M Joystick C 1 0  99

./-
PANASONK 2133 r -

24 PIN CODA
1159.99

Ai printers free bad & delieery
DOT MATRIX 2 4  MN

PANASONIC 2135 24 pie Colour nc, sheet feeder -.1159.99
Citizen Mk 24 pin colour S 1 4 6 • 9 9
citizen Swift 200 24 pin colour.   . . C 1 1 7 9 , 9 9
NEC via 24 pin mono 1 1 2 4 . 9 9

INKJET - DESKTOP & PORTABLE
Citizen Pnalet IIC colour inkiet  2 2 4 9 . 9 9
Hewlett Packard 320 colour inked .......
Hewlett Packard 320 moos + sheet
Hewlett Packard 540 mono lake .  1264.99
Hewlett Packard 540 colour inkier 1 2 8 9  99
Hewlett Packard 660 colour etkpet
Canon 5J30 mono inc. sheet , C 2 0 4 . 9 9Canon 5/70 colour   . C 2 9 9 . 9 9

Epson Stylus Colour
Add t 2.50 lob Ribbon. Dot Make on
"
1
-
y
7
.
, d u o  c o v e r ,  
p r i n t e r

stand. 500 A4 paper when purchased wet ,.,:nter
MONITORS

Amitek Monitor 10845
1189.99
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Microvilec 1438
: (Free speokers) £279. 99

. S ha r pTV/Monitor.,.C164.99

AL PRICE.) II4L D E L I V E R Y  Ionian oliv,
ADD CF. 1 ,  NEM' DAY DELIVERY ,
1  •

' RAND OM •
, T O

GREY-TRONICS LID, UNIT 1015 WHITGIFT CENTRE,
CROYDON, SURREY CRO 1UU

S NELPL D 1 8 1 - 6 8 6  9973 Mail orcler prices only FAX: 0181-686 9974
All alters soistect to owidability EILQE c l o u d s  may change witimut notice.

Pieces allow 6 wodring days 6 checros to clear Pere
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H c o w  ILK:,  c , r c l i r
To order any disk just write the disk title and the disk
code. EG L101 Against, Some title . have a number in
(). This means the title come on te) number ot disks.
To order PACK just write down the pack TITLE name

ALL DISKS ARE COMPATIBLE
WITH ALL AMIGAS UNLESS STATED

AGA Disk means for Al200/A4000 only

SPECIAL OFFER FOR AMIGA COMPUTING READERS SOFTWARE 1000

P r i c e  9 9 p  p e r  d i s k
Niue additialtiletaLlax_miliPtileKkage
Pack price as staled All Orders Same Day Despatch**
For the very latest disk catalogue please add 709
MAKE CHEQUE/ POSTAL ORDER
PAYABLE TO: S O FTWARE  2000
SEND TO (ADDRESSES TOP RIGHT)

TICK 1 BOX ONLY & RETURN THIS TOKEN WITH YOUR ORDER
FOR YOUR FREE DISKS (Photocopies also accepted)

BUY 10+ PD DISKS & CHOOSE ANY 1 EXTRA DISK FREE
BUY 15+ PD DISKS & CHOOSE ANY 2 EXTRA DISK FREE

OPTION: Add extra 55p (Post Office Rata) for
Record & Insurance with any order.
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Picasso II

reliably at SO MHz than the anginal processor

E239.95
EMPLANT OPTION 8 (SCSI) E279.95

RE LA TIV E  P E RFORM A NCE  (  S y s Into  V 3.15 benc hm ar k s .)

DHRYSTONES - A 4 0 0 0 / 4 0 DOUBLER 4000 36.126

Why not call our
support BBS or

CPU MIPS •  A4 0 0 0 3 4 0  1 6 . 7 5 DOUBLER 4000 3732 visit our supportDISK MBYTES/SEC -  4 4 0 0 0 1 4 0  :  1 .40

DOUBLER 4000 50MHz ACCELERATOR
DOUBLER 4000 1-58

E399,95 conference on
CIX?

EMPLANT BASIC E239.95
EMPLANT OPTION 8 (SCSI) E279.95
PC e586DX MODULE E 99.95

EMPLANT OPTION A (AppleTalk ports) E279.95
EMPLANT DELUXE E299.95
AIWA t  49.95

PICASSO II is  the leading graphics card tor any Zotro based Amiga.
The Workbench emulat ion offers 256 colours, even on non-AGA
machines (Requires 0S3 1) at  resolutions up to 1600x1280. Choose
colour depths including HiColour (16 but) and True Colour (24 bit). No
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makes Picasso II the best value graphics card around!

PABLO is the Video Encoder option tor Picasso U
, e x p a n d i n g  i t  
w i t h
two additional video ports, one standard Composite Sync Signal, and
one S-VHS (Y-C) compatible port. All PAL compatible video devices
can be plugged into Pablo, such as a colour TV or a video recorder.

At these great new prices. there has never been a better t ime to
enhance your system to allow a 24-bit graphics capability!

Emplant

ARIADNE

ix 4

,
Ofittersoft are the exclusive European distributors for Utilities Unlimited, providing a full technical support, upgrade and warranty service.

ARIADNE &  L IA N A  N ETWO R K S
Ariadne offers a simple but effective Network solution tor any Zorro based Amiga.

Two extra parallel ports.
The industry standard software solution ENVOY
10Base-2 (Thin ethernet, coax cable) and 10Base-T (Twisted pair, western )acket)
Socket for a boot ROM and 32Kb cache to support the CPU.
SANA-11 compatible (Inver for ethernet and parallel pod

Liana is the ideal solution for a quick, easy yet effi cient connection between two
Amiga's. Simply plug the special cable into the parallel port, install the ENVOY software.
LIANA E  59.95

DOUBLER 4000 - 50MHz
dolivci the  lastest 68040 accelerator ever For the Amtga 4000,940. setting t i now

breakthrough in  p rice  and periormarice. The new Doubler 4000 50 MHz 613040 accelerator
delivers across-the-board speed increases for a ll applications and systern functions. translating
inlo a significant productivity gain

This powerful -
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uses a  Motorola 68040 processor I t  o ilers an affordable upgrade that makes sense, requiting no
special software. For a moderate once, users get twice the processing power. yet retain 1 CX3% of
thee Amiga investment No software upgrading, reconfiguration or incompatibilities,

The Doubler 4000 acce4erator is an easy-to-install daughter board that wimp
,
.

n'e104f: . • r •  a , i r a l o r j  A ny one who
can install the Doublet 4000, Customers are supplied with photo•ilivettaton installation instructions
plus the necessary extraction too l to perform the mstasabon

Picasso l k t b  E 2 1 9 . 9 5
Picasso II 1A413 TVPaint2 E 3 6 9 . 9 5
MulbMeda Picasso E 3 6 9 . 9 5

Simpty puMng a faster processor into an Amiga does not help much toiless the system can supply
enough data to keep it busy That is why the Motorola 68040 contains a large ari-chip cache. This
cache trees the Doubler 4000 to work serni independently ot the Amiga memory subsystem. In
tact. 8 5 5  at the time the cache COOliainS the data and instructions necessary For the Doubler 4000
to operate at lu ll speed

The Doubter 4000 includes an on-chip math cceprocessor, and will dramatically wood up any application - such as rendenng - that depends
on calculattons I t  i s  completely reliable and system sale An  integral coaling system ensures that the Doubler 4000 runs cooler and more

•

rSpec ia l limited o f f e r l l
Free PhotoWorX

PhotoCD software with
all 2Mb boards!

isually E49.9b! R 5 . 5 0 .  1

Emplanl can be used with any accelerated 10ITO base Amiga. With Macintosh and PC e
modules, Emplant is the Amiga's  only all-in-one emulation solution.

E219.95

A foil 'generic' Macintosh with the speed dependent upon your processor.
An A3000 rs equivalent to a MAC Ilci A n  A4000 is equivalent to a Quadra 900.
Support for up to 16 colours (non-AGA), 256 colours (A GA) or up to 24 bit colours
third party video boards such as Picasso 11. Cyberthsion, Piccolo 5064, Retina etc
Bud! in intelligent multiple file transfer for transfers between the Amiga and MAC.
Supped for AmrigaDOS devices, CD ROM, direct Scanning, MIDI, SyOuest. Printers.
Modems etc. Total compatibility through on-board SCSI interface (Option B and Del
Full 8 -bit stereo sound. Requires Macintosh Wilxilicx/SE30 256K ROMs (not suppl
Supports all Floppy formats (Even 800K Mac drives with additional AAAIA interlace).

W A ,  CGA EGA. VGA. SVGA video modes (AGA is required for VGA/SVGA).
Sound. Joysticks, Floppy drives. AmigaDOS partitions, Extended Memory, and more!
Print from Windows or DOS via Amiga parallel port

• U s e  CD ROM drive with any Amiga sided CDROM dnve
• W i l l  run programs that require greater than a 286 processor.
• C o m e s  with both DX (FPO) and SX (no FPU) versions.
• R e q u i r e s  486 PC BtOS, not supplied.

MA IN A C TO R  BROADCAST
MainAc tor Broadcas t  is  a completely  new Animation program for any Amiga
0S2.04 or better
.

Over 20 Load/Save modules E I M P ,  OL, FLI. FLC, GlF, /FF. IFF-Amm.15,
JPEG, PCX. OuickTime.,.) with AV!. OuickTime and JPEG support up to 24-bit

• I n d e x  fi le for faster reloading of animations and playback from l-lard Drive.
• S u p p o r t  for any graphics card for 24-bit as well as standard Amiga screenm
• E f f e c t s  modules to apply effects direct to animation (Text, Scroll, Scale, Rota
• 1 9  Sound modules for SOEInt141111SiC playback ITICit compressed (OcraMed S

in 8 and 16 voices
• J o in in g ,  Convert. Split animations and autoswitch to optimal colour depth,
• A RE X X - P o r t  for external control, and  support for MacroSysterns multipic.
NAMACICIR INIOADCAST

•

Picasso II 2Mb
Picasso +  TWake 2
Pablo Video Encoder

Macintoshe Emulation Module

e586DVSX Emulation Module

E2
E399
E I

g l i t t e r C
1
O f t

6 Drakes Mews, Crownhi
Milton Keynes. MK8 OER.

01908 261466
01908 261477
01908 261488
01908 261499

Orders Off
Technical t i oo em - 4 00 is

R
BBS (24 Hel

Order by AcoessNisapeltaGwitch or Postal OrdeeCh
Credit cards attract a 2.5% surcharge

Prices and specifications may change without notice Alt  pro%
VAT I t  i lcIverAble to telephone to confirm pnong
availability belore ordering EAOE Al l  trademarks a c k
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0 h e  problem with mos t  Amiga
graphics tablets is one of sensi-
tivity. In the past. Amiga tablets

have offered the ergonomics of  a pen,
but that's about it. Fortunately Wacom, a
company renowned for graphics tablets
on both PC and Mac, also support the
Amiga v ia TVPa in t  and Shareware
author Roland Schwingel,

Although sensitivity isn't an option on
Workbench — as there's no need outside
specific applicat ions  — you c an s t ill
replace the mouse with the cordless pen
and tablet for general Amiga interaction.

Once ins t al led in t he WB-St ar t up
drawer, the pen and tablet  k ick in on
boot-up allowing all the normal c lick.
select, drag and drop options associated
with t he  t rad i t ional  A mi g a  mous e .
However, this doesn't mean you sacri-
fice the t rusty  rodent ,  bec aus e both
devices work happily in tandem, with the
tablet attached to the serial port  rather
than the mouse port, And because the
control sof tware operates on a system
level, you're t ree to apply  the tablet 's
ergonomic talents with any  applicat ion
you choose, regardless  of  whether it
offers direct support.

Obviously. i f  t he s of t ware doesn' t
otter pressure sensitive support you are
limited to basic on/of f  applicat ion, but
even so there's still an appreciable ben-
efit within a number of  applicat ions in
addit ion t o  j u s t  p a i n t  p r o g r a ms .
Freehand sketching and general us e
within 3D applications, structured draw-
ing software. In short, any  program that
can benefit f rom the subtlety a pen can
provide.

Another major plus for the Wacom, as
opposed to many other Amiga tablets, is
its extremely economical use of  CPU
time. All too often, tablets at tached to
the serial port  eat up a disproportionate
amount of processor t ime and therefore
dramat ically  r e d u c e  t h e  o v e r a l l
performance of the machine.

Set-up and installation of the Wacom
is ex t remely  s imple courtesy  of  t he
Wacom cont rol commodit y ,  whic h as

As you've probably noticed, Wacom
tablets aren't cheap.  Even the LID-
06013-R, whi ch i nci dental l y Is the
smallest in the range, offers Only a
153.6mm x 204.13mm working area

Although this may sound uncom-
fortably small ,  I  found it per fectly
adequate, and i t's already played a
key role in most of my recent cre-
ations,  i nc l udi ng a  num be r  o f
magazine covers and illustrations.

If you have a copy of TVPaint and
want the best fr om i t,  a  pr essur e
sensitive Wacom Is an essential .
And after ten minutes you'l l  wonder
how you got by without one.
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a pplica tion

you can see only requires the
minimum of effort to accommo-
date any  tablet in the Wacom
range. After setting the various
toggle switches,  t he work ing
area of  your tablet will be on-
line. At this point the nib reacts
as the left mouse button, with a
double push opening drawers
or applications, while a single
push and hold will select and
drag.

The right  mous e but ton is
replaced with a nicely designed
micro-switch on the pen itself,
which r e s t s  c onv en ien t l y
beneath the forefinger. Add the
two t oget her  and y ou hav e a l l  t he
traditional mouse Options in a pen.

Thanks to TVPaint, Amiga users are
finally allowed access to the sensit ive
touch which professional artists demand
from a quality graphics tablet. Before fir-
ing-up the TVPaint, the first step is t o
shut down workbench emulation as this
frees the serial port  and therefore the
tablet for TVPaint's built-in control. After
select ing and sav ing the appropriate
tablet name and your serial configura-
tion f rom the start -up screen,  you' re
ready to get creative.

PRESSURE SENSITIVE
Once ins ide t he s of t ware y ou ' re

automatically in tablet mode,  although,
like Work benc h,  y our mous e is  s t ill
active if the need arises. Although not
obvious at  fi rst ,  pressure sens it iv ity
affects every  applicat ion of  paint  t o
canvas. Us ing the airbrush pressure
translates into the density of paint, while
a n o r m a l  p e n ' s  f oo t p r i n t  g r o w s
and shrinks as you apply the pressure.
Even cut brushes benefit f rom the pen
as the pressure applied translates into
the transparency of the stamped brush.
You also have complete control over the
way t he pres s ure t rans lat es  t o t he
canvas.

For solid brush strokes this defines to
the amount the brush stroke will grow as
the pres s ure is  app l ied  v ia a  us er
defined percentage. Better still, there's
even a definable pressure curve which
will fine tune the affect in relation to the
pressure applied.  However,  perhaps

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
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Paul IIII5t0 SlidMinP5 the

ultimate ill freehand fitTligd art
most important of  all is the overall feel
and speed of the tablet.

The f reedom from a cord is an obvi-
ous bonus, and when this is combined
with unparal leled speed and a light ,
accurate touch, you arrive at simply the
most responsive and natural interaction
between man and machine imaginable.

sysum E5SEIIIIIIIS
RED s s e nl i a  I B L A C K  Recommended

TVPaint 3.0
1111

RTG c ard

The bottom line
Product: Wacom UD-0608-R (PC)

Supplier: Computers Unlimited
Price: £425

Tel: 0181-200 8282

Ease of use
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n
Va lue  for mone y
Overall
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Let's face it, the summer's too hot and there's nothing else for it, you can
either dip your flippers in the sea (and face possible crab infestation and toe

nipping) or you can buy somne of our cool PD!

10 PD DISKS FOR
ONLY A FIVER FROM

7500+ TITLES!!!

'I

BLANK DISKS AT 12.50 FOR 10 FROM 17P IN BULK. ONE FOR ONE GUARANTEE.
We'd like to just say thank vou to Escom for saving what it a phenomenal computer based around some of the
strongest friendships and good feeling we have ever come across. I'm sure we speak for everyone in our world,
from the users in the street to the biggest Amiga magazines and companies, when Nye say thank you for having
enough vision in a profit orientated industry.
Anyway, enough of the slop, back to what matters, me, erm, I mean VI2! To anyone who hasn't yet tried us out,
where have yt ki been Oh, Russia. Fair enough. But now's your chance, PD at the right prices, not £2.50 a disk, not
£1.50 a disk, not even £1 a disk (this is beginning to sound like an auction) our PD is only these tiddly little prices:
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6-9 disks — 60p each
10+ disks — 50p each

PIT is only 50p on any size order!
And, of c e ,  there is the Catdisk, almost biblical in reputation. it's what legends w r i t t e n  about, quests are
started for, chips are fried for, lager is drunk for,..erm, it's good anyway. Its written by us, which can only be a
good tiling (I think), lists 7500 titles reviewed by us with descriptions nicked from another catdisk, And our catdisk
is actually humorous, not mind numbingly boring, cos were funny guys and gals here! It's on two dicks, with at
least four free PD games on it which are different each month, and it's only 50p which is refunded on your first
order by a free disk selection. Where can you go wrong. eh? Just send 2 first class stamps or Sup to us and we'll
get it to you sharpish.
Our company will take orders from any country in Europe, U.S.A., Canada, Australia etc. all disks are guaranteed
and will be replaced without any muttering or name calling. 24 hour turnaround is our aim, and we are now
renowned as the fastest PD company on earth (although Squiggle PD on Mars lc faster. but then the posties hover
6ft above the ground there!).
So, now you know about us, are you going to carry on with your old library? Do you realise you'd get at least twice
as many disks from us for the same price as from others? So why don't you come and pin in our party, 1
-
11 p o u r
you a cider myself! Join the 'I'd rather eat shmbbery than pay more for PD Club", if  you join our membership
scheme, a further 10% can be saved and up to 30% of your blank disk orders can be PD titles for 10p each!!!
We cater for everyone from A500's to 1200's and all between. Please specify your Amiga type when ordering your
Catdisk as we now have two separate versions to make life easier. Welcome to the club and I'll leave you with a
joke:
What's the difference between an old pencioner and a baby?
5 minutes at gas mark - chuckle!)
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7500+ Titles, that's more than a library with less than that!



D-ROM has been unrivalled as a
cheap way of storing vast quanti-
ties of data, but until very recently

he average computer user has  been
unable to record their own data onto disc,
Thngs have changed with the release of
Panasonic's read-write drive, rev iewed
Iasi month, but  with an asking price of
over E500 its still not an affordable option
13r many of us.

Not surprising, then, that the release of
Schatztruhe's CD-Writ e sof tware has
been anticipated with some enthusiasm —
along with an understandable amount of
scepticism at the same time.

Those who were misled by the prod-
ucts name will be disappointed to find that
CD-Wale is not the miraculous super bar-
pin it initially sounds like_ This software
floes not allow users to physically wnte
aly information onto CD. so any thoughts
of having a portable 600+ Mbs  storage
lomat at your disposal to do with as you
wish should be put aside right now.

So the answer to the boast on the box
.saying, 'What  !? You still can't  write to

r CDs?' is  an emphatic no as far as
CD•Write goes. Evaluate it on terms of
Oat it really does for your money, howev-
er, and this product begins to look rathni
useful nonetheless.

MODIFICATIONS
In reality, CD-write allows users to virtu-

*  add, delete or modify data on their
ciscs. The difference is that the alterations
are recorded in a drawer on your hard
dove rather than on the actual CD itself.
The package is simply comprised of a sin-
gle Soppy containing the software, and a
manual, most of  which seems unneces-
sary for the basic applications most peo-
Fie will use CD-write for. Installation is fully
automatic with the only other requirement
being that the user must create a new
directory in which CD-write will record
alterations to CDs.

From then on, every time you use a CD
it will b r ing  u p  t wo  ic ons  o n  y ou r
Workbench, one of which will be a pseudo

Ease of use 9
Imple me nta tion a
Value for mone y 7
Overall 8

CO optimi5er
Where the product will come into its
own will be in organis ing all those
poorly categorised CDs  that  have
flooded the market over the past few
years. By creating new directories and
shifting or deleting data to suit, collec-
tions can be changed f rom chaot ic
t ime-consumers  t o  order ly ,  we l l
structured libraries.

Take music sample collections for
example, as they're often the worst of
the bunch when it comes to organisa-
tion. This product will allow you to virtu-
ally delete all the rubbish and arrange
the material of actual value into logic-
ally named drawers.  For once you
could have all the drum loops in one
drawer and all the orchestral samples
in another.
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version of the CD created by the software.
The other icon means that the original disc
contents are always available should you
wish, for example, to access a file which
has been virtually deleted.

In practice, CD-write allows users to
reorganise and amend discs to optimise
them for their indiv idual requirements.
Unlike when using a disc normally,  for
example,  t h e  us e r  wi l l  b e  ab le  t o
rearrange i t s  appearanc e  o n  t h e
Workbench — by moving icons, changing
window sizes, and so on — and then snap-
shot the preferred set up so it will appear
whenever the CD is accessed.

It's also possible to add new programs
to your CDs, though these will aclually be
recorded on your hard drive. Thus the tour
disc Aminet  set  could be updated by

Tidy your dra we rs:
CD-Write  could  he lp

you ma ke  00000 or
your d isc cha os

Uprdict

More of a CD optimiser than the miracle product it's billed
as, CD-Wr i te is an unusual  but welcome program all the
same. Too often, files on disc archives are lumped willy nilly
into huge,  unstructured directories, and this package could
help users begin to make sense of them.

Of course,  any major overhaul  of a disc's organisation
could be almost as laborious as compil ing a new archive
yourself, but even a few changes can make useful material
more easily accessible.

CD-Write would more accurately be named CD Spr ing
Cleaner, and the price is rather high considering its uses are
mainly cosmetic. Nevertheless, i t's a must for  the Amiga
user with a large cupboard of poorly compiled CDs.

Am i ga  C o m p u t i • g
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adding more recent
downloads, and it will all conve-
niently appear in your CDO window. Those
Amiganuts who have to give Workbench
their own customised appearance will also
be able to replace boring and repetitive CD
icons with more interesting buttons using
Magic WB.

If a CD is to be used for BBS services,
the program can also be used to make
certain files unavailable by virtual deletion.
This could be useful to prevent  illegal
downloads. The packaging claims many
other applications are possible. but  that's
basically what It's all about. A final point,
though, is that the program will work fine
with multiple CDs. i Z e
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CD-ROM drive Hard driv e

The bottom iillp
Product: CD-Write

Price: E44.95
Supplier: Schatztruhe
Tel: +49 6171 85937
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intensely competi tive ti  ,  but in

my day, career counse l l i r pechool  was a bitof a joke. At the age of 15, r  a week would be spent in
a dusty office, shuffling in a bore r e l uctant  fashion between the rows

of pi geon holes overspi l l ing wi th corporate bumph.
iii S a d l y .  the strained urgings of a disillusioned

teacher anxious to prevent us from repeat-
ing his mistakes went unheeded.

- 1 T o  a  s pot t y  adol escent  mor e
interested i n the l atest batch of

••• g a m e  releases than planning a l i fe-
time's drudgery.  there was lit-

tle to fire my imagination. It
might have been a
di fferent story i f

I 'd cons i der ed

atE2E3)
-

M I NI M  ,• • •

making a career in enter tainment stftware.  In 1995 there are m
opportuni ties.  though.  Once,  the Only way most peopl e coul d
involved was through programming, but now there are plenty of o
ings for the non-technical majority in the raoidirtnaturing, multi-mill •n
pound games industry.

But where do you start? The
realise is that forward look'

re no set rules, bet the first thi g  to
game compani es need peopl  w i t h

diverse backgrounds and skies. In addition to programmers. anymajor
game will  require artists, musicians, producers.
writers -  and that's without going into ,Ifie sales
and marketing side of the operation. '

To start at the bottom,  however ,  a lot of
people fi nd a way i nto the games i ndustr y
through playtesting. Playtesters are the people

(Of wondered how
to break into the
game5 indu5trq?
EdlEth Illfth11115e
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a job and (limb
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who get  paid to mess around with com-
puter games all day, so that the devel-
opers  k n o w t hey ' re  de l i v e r ing  t he
goods the consumers want.

Most  c ompanies  wi l l  t ak e s c hool
leavers f or this posit ion, and the stan-
dard salary  is  around E6000 -  which
isn't  bad,  c ons idering.  Howev er ,  in
addit ion t o game play ing sk il ls  and
knowledge,  it 's  import ant  that  appl i-
cants can demons t rat e the abilit y  to
report usefully on playability problems_

Those who imagine it 's a dream job
should bear in mind that  look ing at  a
screen for eight hours a day replaying
the same game can be rather wearing,
as any  of  our rev iewers  wil l  tell you.
The job can, however, open doors.
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in this  role and mov ed on within t he
company  to higher roles ,
-  s a i d  
G l e n
O'Connel of Sony Electronic Publishing
(formerly Psygnosis).  O u r  company,
and the industry as a whole, is  usually
very  g o o d  t o  peop le  onc e  t hey ' re
onboard in the first place."

IN DEMAND
Higher up the ladder.  creative souls

are just as  in demand as computer sci-
ence graduates. 2D and 3D artists are
required both for in-game graphics and
packaging design, and companies like
Team 17 say  art is ts are always  wel-
come to submit examples of their work.
What's more,  t he Amiga is  st ill widely
respected as  an artists computer, and
adverts in the t rade paper still ask for
Amiga-based experience.

Creative writers are already used for
many projects. not just for knocking up
story lines and game-related novellas,
but also for providing scripts integral to
the software. With the advent of  inter-
act ive mov ies ,  t his  ro le  is  going t o
become increasingly important.

In contrast to the artistic roles which
were in demand f rom early  on in the
history of  game design, the number of
mus ic ians  mak ing  a  c a reer  i n  t he
indus t ry  h a v e  b e e n  f e w  a n d  f a r
between. This  f orm of  entertainment
has traditionally focused solely on mak-
ing a v isual impact ,  and af ter months
spent  d e s i g n i n g  g round -b reak ing
graphics .  mos t  t i t les  us ed t o hav e

Writ qour
wag into
work

A career in computer  journalism is a topic that would require
an article in itself, but i t's worth knowing that lots of people
high up in the games industry started out as humble reviewers
for the magazines. Team 17's Marcus Dyson and Alan Bunker
were writers for  Amiga Format and Amiga Action respectively,
and the company is employing people with journalistic skills to
write, research and edit their multimedia projects.

To start of as a staff writer on a magazine, applicants merely
need enthusiasm.  ideas and a flair  for  wri ting interesting,
though not necessarily grammatically correct, copy. The pay is
disappointing, but promotion can come remarkably quickly and
there is no better  way of devel opi ng contacts wi thin the
ndustry.

Contact each of the magazines individual ly for  detai ls of
what they require from submissions of written work. Remember
also that if no permanent positions are available, you might be
able to write articles on a freelance basis.

Labour of low
The offices may be plusher, the expense account may
be larger, but the increasingly corporate atmosphere
that exists in some of the bigger publishing companies
won't  suit  everybody. Mak ing a game with a huge
team of  programmers, artists, musicians and writers
has its advantages, but  some v iew it as creation by
committee. Indeed, some of the mediocre efforts that
have been produced by this method show how great
the pitfalls are.

Programmers that  don't  want  to make too many
compromises ought to consider approaching smaller,
more independent  developers  Sens ib le Sof tware
have had phenomenal success with their arcade sport
games. but  the atmosphere at  their base in Saffron
Weldon. Essex, has greater similarit ies with student
digs than the traditional office set up.

The casual way in which these people work, how-
ever. should not deceive you into thinking it's an easy
life. The hours may not be rigid, but flexibility at com-
panies like Sensible is  counterbalanced by the tact
that programmers are often working well into the night

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
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c omput er l i n g l e s  a d d e d  a s  a n
afterthought.

Once a g a i n  t h i s  i s  c h a n g i n g .
Mult imedia.  t he  J apanes e c ons ole
rivalry and home c inema,  is  mak ing
game designers realise that impressive
in-game sound is vital if  future games
are going to grab the consumer's atten-
t ion. Dev elopment s  like 0-Sound,  a
surround sound system for computer
games .  s how t he way  t he t rend is
heading.  and c ompanies  l ik e Sony
Electronic Publishing already  have a
team of in-house, full t ime musicians.

Wit h games  be ing p roduc ed by
teams of  programmers,  artists, writers
and mus ic ians ,  i t  s eems  t he larger
game c ompanies  are at t empt ing t o
adopt Hollywood-like produc t ion val-
ues. And like in any  fi lm product ion,
s omeone h a s  t o  b r i n g  a l l  t h e s e
resources together to get a satisfactory
end result. In computer entertainment,
this is the job of the producers.

Bearing similarit ies with the roles of
direc tor and produc er in a fi lm,  t he
game producer manages the develop-
ment t eam of  a sof tware project .  I t 's
their responsibility to decide what goes
into a game and what changes have to
be made. but  they also need technical
understanding with regards to what can
and can' t  be done.  I t 's  also down t o
them to ensure deadlines are met  and
milestones are set.

As T e a m  1 7 ' s  A l a n  B u n k e r
explained, it's a job that requires a deli-
cate approach sometimes. A t  the end
of the day we like t o leave program-
mers and graphic  art is t s  t o be c re-
at ive,
- 
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there to sort out the ideas and encour-
age the team in the right direct ion.
- Wit h i t  be ing t he h ighes t  ro le  in
development, the producers job is the
ult imate c areer goal f or many  game
programmers and designers. It's clearly
not a job you can just walk into. howev-

as project deadlines approach. Even more dedica
will be required if you want to develop games for
Amiga market in its current transitory state. With all
the small companies putting their Amiga plans on h
until the outcome of Escom's relaunch plans b e
c oclearer, your best option may be to go it your own w

Vulcan Software, makers of  the highly succes
Valhalla adventures and the Timekeepers mini-ser
did just that. Possibly the smallest self-contained o
in games development, this Portsmouth-based co
ny is composed of just two people, Lisa Tunnah
Paul Carrington.

Between them they do everything f rom progr
ming to writ ing storylines and making cups of  tea -
fact, they even do their own accounts. Recounti
tales of nightmare 20-hour working days, Lisa cant
es that she's had doubts as to whether it's worth it:
can see the advantages of doing things the corpo
way," she commented.  -
L i k e  g e t t i n g  
h o l i d a y s
,

example."
So why do they stick at it  ? Because, believe it
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teams of programmers, artists,
Writer5 and 17115iCiY15, it RPM thP larger gret,
companies YE attreing to adopt
Il000d-blie intuition alum.

Sprgading

or. and most people work their way up
through a company,  somet imes  eve
f rom t h e i r  h u mb l e  b e g i n n i n g s  a
playtesters.

With experience being so important
for every career these days, it 's worth
remembering that large companies like

Regardless  of  t he qual i t y  of  their
product, every game company needs
someone to shout about it, and this
where the PR people come in, PI A
relat ions doesn' t  require program.
ming knowledge or artistic talent, b
Its practitioners do need the gilt
the gab c ombined wi t h  a seriou
enthusiasm for games.

The job basically entails  ensur
that games  gel plenty  of  magazine
coverage, not  just in reviews but also
In prev iews  and work - in progress
sessions.  This  obv ious ly  involves,
spending lots of  t ime communicating
with the press and keeping on good
terms with the publishers. It's the PR
persons job to of fer cover deals  or
help with other features, but  mainly
with the idea of giving the company
and its products as positive and high
a profile as possible.

Lisa Humphries.  a PR representa-
t ive f o r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  w i t h
Microprose. tells how it 's one of  the



Sony Electronic Publishing of fer work
experience, as  do most  of  the maga-
zines publishers .  Sony  also have an
evaluation scheme where they inv ite
10-11-year olds  to give feedback  on
their products  -  worth cons idering if
you've got  children you thought  were
wasting time playing games.

Finally, a  bit  of  adv ic e on how t o
make that  vital good impression you'll
need to dif ferent iate yourself  f rom all
the other people knocking at  the door.
Deirdre M u r p h y  f r o m  W a r n e r
Interactive urges: "Network  -  use the
contacts y ou  al ready  have.  Of f er a
unique s k i l l .  And ,  abov e al l ,  s h o w
enthusiasm"

the word
better jobs to get into without experi-
ence. "I  was  work ing in retail at  WH
Smiths.' she explained. "I was selling
music and games, so I had a rough
idea of what  was going on, but not a
particularly extensive one. '

Writ ing s pec ulat iv e let t ers  and
sending CVs, however,  got  her a job
with Mic roprose which she says is
fun, d e s p i t e  b e i n g  d e ma n d i n g .
However, an outward going personal-
ity is a pre-requisite.  'You definitely
can't be a wall-fl ower, '  she points
out_

PR can lead to jobs within games
sales and marketing, and hence ult i-
mately onto the jobs at the top of  the
entertainment sof tware industry.  I n
comparison t o t he t ot al ly  c as ual
atmosphere o f  t he  dev e lopmen t
team, where  heavy  met al  t -shirts .
jeans and trainers are not an uncom-
mon sight,  most  companies  require
more business-like presentation f rom
its PR and marketing team,

M a y did I t the ir wa y -  th is is M e  sta ff  a t Vulca n wit twa ra

not, it 's profi table and, according to Lisa, they love
doing it. Quest ioned on the advantages of  running
your own business, she explains: "We do have a lot of
control, and we're perfectionists. We've tried working
tor other people and we just didn't liked."

Vulcan are currently taking advantage of the fact

Plaging the moneg game - the doP5 and don
Do -  your home work_ Take your game
knowledge seriously, as all companies
will want  you to demonstrate enthusi-
asm, unders tanding and originality  of
ideas.

Don' t  -  repeatedly  phone companies
unless it's the last resort. Most  publish-
ers and developers are st ill t oo small
to hav e  a  pers onne l  manager ,  s o
you're likely to start irritating the wrong
person. Mos t  companies prefer writ ten
applications

Do -  make the most of any applicable
experience you may have. Work experi-
ence, submit ted programs or art icles,
and sk ills  developed in other lines of
work can all make a difference.

Don't  -  imagine the fact you're a game
playing ace means  a lot .  Unless  you
want to be a playtester, that is.

Do -  remember that many  jobs in the
computer industry require good commu-
nication skills. In such
cases, anoraks need
not apply.

Don ' t  -  t a k e  t h e
indust ry  t oo l ight ly .
These people are seri-
ous a b o u t  m a k i n g
games ,  a n d  t h e y ' l l
expect you to present
yourself  in a s imi lar
manner.

that a huge installed user base is crying out for new
Amiga games that are not forthcoming from the high
profile companies.

This has opened the door for independent develop-
ers to show their talents, provided they adapt to the
difficulties that face the current Amiga market. Thus.
Vulcan have successfully overcome the lack of retail
outlets for Amiga titles by shifting entirely to a direct
mail order service.

Starting up is not as difficult as it  may seem. "We
were really  into the idea, " Lisa commented.  "and
managed to convince the bank manager it was worth
investing tn. You've just got  to be imaginat ive and
committed."

So if there's a ground-breaking game you know you
can produce, but no-one's prepared to publish it, then
setting up business yourself may be worth consider-
ing. A visit to your local Citizen's Advice Bureau will
put you in touch with government enterprise schemes
and other support services that will help you assess
you chances.

Do -  make speculat ive approaches.
The general  publ ic  won' t  s ee many
of the adverts  in the t rade press,  s o
make sure you k eep your ear to the
ground.

F E A T U R E 1

A scre e n  from Time ke e pe rs. o  g a m . tha t
prove s you ca n ma ke  mone y with  Amiga

Don't  -  be discouraged by the industry's
boyish image if you're female. There are
hundreds of  women already employed
by game companies.

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5
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When you subscribe to Amiga Computin

K240
Save over E29.99
Gremlins outer space
strategy game gives
you control over a whole
galaxy ot mining planets.
where you can create
and destroy worlds at
the touch of a button.

15P gam fanta5t1.0
1
1

Amiga Next  Steps &
Al  200 Insider
Guide books
Save over £29

A special two-book pack-
age including the essential
Next Steps guide for all
users who have mastered
the basics, plus the defini-
tive guide to Workbench
and AmigaDO S on the
Al200, packed with expert
tutorials.

Two extra issues
PLUS a smart
Amiga Computing
magazine binder!

Save El 5.93

O C T O B E R  1 9 9 5

UFO
-;0.111pnly E3

s
Save ove

E30

Microprose
huge s t r a t e

game, UFO, puts y
in the  hot  seat as  th

world comes under attack by an alien invasi
•  Add E3 to the price of subscription.

Heimdall II
Save over £34.99 The follow-up to

the classic Viking
adventure from
Core Design takes
you again into
Nordic landscape
in t h is  arcade
adventure and can
be yours, abso-
lutely free, when
you subscribe.
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Subscribing to Amiga Computing is the only way to ensure

F R E E  delivery  s traight to your door
P R O T E C T I O N  agains t  future pr ice inc reases
G U A R A N T E E D  delivery  every  month
I N V A L U A B L E  Amiga G uide eac h month
F R E E  gift or  spec ial offer

The Easy Way To Pay
Subscribing is made even easier by continuous quarterly direct debit. Not only
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Attention Dealers
Ring/Fax Now for best trade prices and terms

011 Repairs, Spares, Floppy Drives, Hard Drives,
CD Rom Drives and Memory Upgrades.

COMPUTERS

M E M O R Y  U P G R A D E S

A500
A500+
A600
Al200
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1
1 2
1 1
1 1
1 .

Upgrade to 1.5 Meg

Upgrade to I meg
with clock

Upgrade to 2 Meg 1

1
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'
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w
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with clock

O r t
1
1 4
7 3
1 1
1

N E W  L O W  F I X E D  P R I C E
A500, A500+ &

A600£3995-* FAST TURN AROUND.
-* 9 0  DAYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS.

£20 EXTRA CHARGE FOR WHILE-U-WAIT SERVICE
-0 COURIER CHARGES E6.00 + VAT EACH WAY

Al 500/A2000/A3000/A4000 E O L I O T A T I O N

2.5" HARD DRIVES
FOR A600/A1 200

60Mb E , 6 9 . 9 5  3 4 0 M b
258Mb  E 1 2 9 . 9 5  5 1 0 M b

E 1 6 9 . 9 5
E 2 4 9 .9 5

All hard drives are pre-formatted, partitioned with workbench loaded, and include
2.5" IDE cable + software

2.5" IDE Cable + Software £9.95

AM ITOR
INCLUDING SQUIRREL

SCSI INTERFACE

CD ROM DRIVE
QUAD SPEED
E249.95

Al200

£49491
3.5" HARD DRIVES

Can fur
Best

Prices
INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES

A500 E , 2 9 •  95 A  600/A 1 200 E 3 4 . 9

CHIPS +  SPARES +  ACCESSORIES
1 meg Fatter Agnus 1 1 9  CO
2 Meg Falter Agrus 1 2 4  CO
8362 Denise . 1 9  CO
8373 Super Dote 8 . 0 3
5719 CvitY 1 7 . 5 0
8520 CIA ASO(WASCO+ . 1 1 5  00
8364 Pada A500/k5C04 . 1 1 2  CO
kickstart ROM VI 3 .  115.00
Kekstart ROM . . . . . . .  ......___122 00

A5COAS00+ lez
t
roc ard  
1 5
0  
0
0

6570 Keyboard Chp . . . .  .120 00
6800D Processor E S  00
Prmv Supply ti A50110600/Al200.130 00
A7_i00 Power 5t4)PtY   1 . 1 3 0
• A5 chips ate available en-stock
• FteJr,e !•ar
, f o r  
r y  
c h i
p  
a  
s p
a r
e  
n
o
t  
l i
s t
e
d  
h
e
r
e

8520 OA A6001200 1 1 4  50
8374 Ake A1900 0 0  CO
8364 Paula A600/A1 200 1 1 6 9 )
Video DAC AliOD 1 1 9 C i )
At00/Al200 Key'coard 1 6 0 0 0
Laa Al200 • . t a s z
Gayle A6C0A1 1 2 S • 0 0
Bodge Al200 1 3 0 . 0 0
Mouse (2C0dPI) - •   115C0
SCART Load ....... . . .  ...... ..•  115 CO
Mouse Mat 1 4  CO
10 boxed branded dish + Weis 1 6 0 0
Pmter Cabe . 1 6 0 0
100 Disk Box . 1 7  CO
Swim' SCSI Interface  1 5 2  00

Al200 without Hard Drive E 2 9 9 . 9 5  A l 2 0 0  with 510Mb E 5 4 9 . 9 5
Al200 with 340Mb E 4 4 9 . 9 5  * C a l l  for more good deals

A N A L O G  A n a l o g i c  Com puters (UK) Ltd O p e n  Mon-Fri 9.00am • 6.30pm, Sat 9.00am • 5.00pm
A N A L O G I C  Unit 6, Ashway Centre, Elm Crescent T e l :  0 1 8 1  5 4 6  9 5 7 5

L O G I C  Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey KT2 SHH F a x :  0181 541 4671
*  All prices include VAT *  All prices subject to deoge without notice *  Fixed charge tor repair does no4 include disk drnelkeyboard

*  We reserve the right to refuse any repair *  P&P charges C3 50 by Royal mail or E6 00 + VAT for courier *  Please allow 5 working clays tor theme clearance ill:41111111



Reviewed:

loom to approach a runway without losing a
wing or severely injuring all your passengers

Foul language, ample chested women, and as
much alcohol as you can possibly guzzle down

Arcane finally decide to release a challenger for the likes
of Overdrive and Roadkill. Who will reign as champion?

Another football game on the market willing to tackle
Player Manager 2 and even Championship Manager 2!

Iwo cheap strategy games on offer this month,
courtesy of CDS and Guildhall leisure

Previews

A strangely titled game full of mystical excitement
with a blend of mythical magic._ or something

Nihon Software's latest racer goes into the garage for a
full service. Is it a faulty alternator or the battery? Take a
look under the System bonnet

Small, low powered, dinky cars make their way
onto the Amiga, thanks to OTM. Oh yes, thanks a lot

QUAL!

•

ICIM M a
•  RAS I I I .  I . ;M IM E

EMS NHL E.
INUNINI

AaiFoch Trainer

lywood Hustler

ititbo Trax

Club and Country

Budgets

Odyssey

g Lop1 •  •
ta
l
.
'.
' ..
:
1;
:i

.- _ 01_1(._
i 4  •At.li

0

CD

CD

CD

17)
.

3
tEt
.coumco
3
5"



SYSTEMnews

By Tina Hacke t t Star Crusader update
he release of Gametek's space flight
simulator. Star Crusader, is imminent.
Graphics a re  looking p re t ty smooth
and it has fully texture mapped  ships
and 'state-of-the-art 3 D technology.

From the playable demo we've just looked a t
there will b e  some stunning different views t o
choose from including external shots to a  torpe-
do camera which lets you tail your torpedo as It is
launched towards its target.

Control is via the keyboard and the interface is
fully confi gurab le  wh ich  wil l  ma k e  g a me p la y
easy to  execute. There will also be  an extensive

mission rep lay system wh ich  will a l lo w yo u  to
rewind the action as well.

Star Crusader will b e  ava ilab le  fo r bo th  the
Amiga and CD32 in October priced at S29.99

Will Star  Crusader  r ival gam es l ike El i te?

Different views wil l  make i t graphical ly appeal ing

Manic Pinball

Pinball  Mania continues the
series of  21st Centur ies
high-qual i ty pinbal l  elms

1
7
1
\
4
=
6
0
,
1
1
1

21st Century a re  p ledg ing the ir
support t o  t h e  n e w  A m i g o
machine b y releasing their latest
title, Pinball Mania, fo r the Al200
and A4000T. Deve loped b y  th e
S'pidersoft deve lopment team, i t
will contain four new tables, each
with a  n e w theme. Tarantula, as
you'd expect. contains all sorts of
horrid things like locusts and poi-
sons. Jailbreak has an unforgiving
Judge who likes to dish out life sen-
tences, Kick-Off aims to create all
the a tmosphe re  o f  a  fo o tb a ll
match, a n d  lastly there  will b e
Casino. a  miniature version o f  the
real thing.

The table size will be increased.
multi-ball added, and four flippers
on every tab le  will provide extra
challenge. A UK release date of 25
October has been set.

All the tables wil l  have
d if f e re n t  t h e m e s a n d
top notch graphics

Stone-age
computers

We had a conversation in the
office about the many differ-
ent computers  the re  ha v e
been over the years, the ones
that have just faded away, a
mere recollec tion i n  t h e
minds of garners. So with this
In mind, System hope to put
together a  fe a ture  a l ong
these lines. However, there is
just one problem -  we can't
actually find any of this old
hardware. So any readers out
there w h o  c a n  remember
these old machines, please
send in your thoughts on the
machines a n d  e v e n  t h e
games y ou c ould pla y  on
them. Even better - if you still
have them, why not send in a
photograph too.



Where are they now?...
Remember some of our previews from dim and distant months, and now
wondering what ever happened to certain games? We didn't lie - they
just didn't come out. Sorry.
Pizza Tycoon  -  unfortunately,
this intriguing looking  business
strn just isn't coming out on the
Amiga. The g a me  wou ld  on ly
work on certa in machines and
MicroProse believed it wouldn't
be w o r t h  b r i n g i n g  o u t .
Dtstribution d e a ls with  ma g a -
zines w e r e  co n s id e re d  b u t
nothing as yet,

Pussies Galore - I don't think it is
any g re a t  loss t o  t h e  g a me s
community tha t this wo n ' t  see
the light of day. A rather cheesy
looking p la f fo rmer t o  so y t h e
east

Oink, Oink
.
'

Sounding l ike  a  b la ta n t ly sexist t it le , 'K a ra te
Babes' is  g o in g  t o  d o  lit t le  fo r th e  ima g e  o f
games for bo th  sexes. I t  comes comple te  with
atrocious storyline which is a shame because the
first Amiga g a me  to  use full-screen. 256 colour,
Full Motion Video graphics, and  the developers,
Creative Edge Software, cla im: "The graphics on
this will make  you feel like you are watch ing TV
on your Amiga ! '

The game uses the talents of people trained in
martial a rts wh o  h o ve  b e e n  digitised. A s th e
character moves, so d o  the  backgrounds and
they upda te  accord ing ly. The g a me  is d ivided
into two  parts o n e  is the fighting section. the
other is a n  in te ract ive  mo v ie  wh ich  deve lops
according to the choices you make.

Karate Babes also makes the p lo t an impor-
tant part o f the game (joy) and goes along the
lines of: A  new competitor ca lled 'Karate Babe'
wins the worldwide martia l arts tournament, tak-
ing the title o ff  the two-t ime winner. As a  result,
the d e fe a te d  co mp e t ito r loses h is co rp o ra te
sponsor. his girlfriend, and  a  role in a  movie. He
claims the victo ry was a  fluke a n d  demands a
rematch. She refuses, and  as a  last a t tempt  to
force a rematch, he kidnaps Karate Babe's sister,
Karate Babe must find her sister and defend her-
self against the kidnappers.

Creative Ed g e  Software  h a ve  so me  o th e r
Nes o n  t h e  w a y  a n d  a mo n g  these  is  Bikini
Karate Babes which contains digitised women in
bikinis fi gh t ing .  No th in g  l ike  these  f rustra ted
programmers. eh?

The Adre na l i n(e ) F a c t o r  -
Mirage's ra th e r g o o d  looking
cyberpunk b la s t - '  em-up a l s o
now looks unlikely to  co me  out
on the CD32. The same goes for
their Rise of the Robots 2 release.

Big Red Adventure rumour has
it t h a t  Co re  Design 's brilliant
looking Russian a d ve n tu re  is
unlikely to  see the light o f  day
on the Amiga. A  grea t shame
as this looked rather good.

Don't b e  disheartened b y  this, a s  there  a re  still releases in  th e
pipeline and we'll be offending next month's European Computer
Trade Show to bring you bang up to date with all that's happening
on the Amiga games scene.

Ready for take off!
The eagerly awaited Flight of the Amazon Queen
from Time Warner is finally here. Set in 1949 it Is a
parody of all the popular '40's adevnture seriats.

The plot follows the exploits of Joe King, a  pilot
whose mission is to stop the evil Dr Frank Einstein,
rescue the Amazons and win over the beautiful
princess. (Aoh).

The release da te  has been set fo r the 25th
September and we'll be bringing you a full review
next issue.

The one
and only
Things started to look pretty
bleak for Amiga maga-
zines when Emap's Amiga
games title was put 'on
hold.' However, only a
month lat er,  publishers
Maverick m u s t  h a v e
decided Emap had made
a hasty decision and have
relaunched The One, which
Is a  positive confidence
boost t o  t h e  market .
They've decided to keep
the magazine's unique
style.

Fl ight of  the
Amaz on Queen
due to arr ive
next m onth
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Top slots
We recommend the best
games from the past few months

Player Manager 2 - if you enjoyed On the
Ball's g ra p h i c s  a n d  Ch a mp io n sh ip
Manager's depth and  gameplay, this is
undoubtedly the definitive management
sim. If you want a  serious statistical foot-
ball g a me  wi t h  p len ty o f  thrills, t h e n
Player Manager 2 comes top of the list,

Gloom - the graphics are the best yet for
games of this genre. Gloom is complet-
ely p a cke d  wi t h  smo o th  graphics. a
huge challenge and, most of all, act ion
and excitement. I t 's certa in ly the  best

%miler ISIt
MOS

Inherit the earth
Life's unfair at times. There is a
brilliant lo o k in g  a d ve n t u re
game which you can find on
Aminet called Erben der Erde.
As you can  see, it  is German
and this Is the problem. It's in
the hands of American com-
pany Ne w World Computing
and a s  ye t  i t  is  undecided
whether o r not there will b e
an English version W e  ce rt -
ainly h o p e  so  because  th e
game's d e fi n ite ly n o t  t h e
some when we have to make
do with  translations f rom our
Deputy Editor.

There is on  AGA and  ECS
version p lanned ,  a n d  i t  a l l
looks ra ther unusual. Rather
than yo u r usua l a d ve n tu re
stuff, yo u  contro l a  te a m o f
animals a n d  g ra p h ica lly  i t
looks stunn ing .  w i t h  s o me
Incredibly smooth scrolling.

So k e e p  y o u r  fi n g e rs
crossed for this one,

attempt yet, although with similar efforts
only weeks away from completion. on ly
time will tell which one will rise above the
rest

Colonization -  Colonization is a  very in-
depth strategy g a me  a n d  does take  a
while to get into. Once there, though, It's
a thorough ly absorb ing  t it le  t h a t  h a s
bee ll Intelligently written. There is mo re
action than you  migh t  think fo r a  turn-
based g a me  and It continually engages
the player in planning their next move, For
the m o r e  ce re b ra l gamesp layer,  t h is
comes highly recommended.

Sensible Golf -it's certainly a fantastic lit-
tle a rca d e  g a me  with  ma n y months o f
entertainment. If you can manage to stay
calm during th e  frustrating parts, you ' ll
find it very enjoyable - especially with four
players_

As you can see it is in German.  Looks good though.

Timekeepers - there's no doubt that this is
Vulcan's b e st  re lease s o  fa r,  w i t h  a n
engaging game system that is easy to use
and rewarding when your plans are suc-
cessful and your troops drop through the
exit one b y one. A t  £12.99, Timekeepers
offers good value for money and packs a
healthy amount of playability.

D,er
Spec
rNent
O W E
Sulta
ke,t,
SPI

'tarn
Corl
Doz.
in PI

tha!
heal

Inc
,
1
Rec

oy
or

tho
ITC

EcIL
Hal
Mu!
Tra

W
'



Emutalons Unlimited contains Software e rn,
kitten loots for the Amiga & PC Spread over
the two platforms are emulators for Apple,
BBC. Commodore 64, Commodore VIC20.
Arnetrad CPC. Apple Mac. Gameboy. Atari
ST, MSX, Appte200. Atari BCD, Alan1040ste,
Sinclair OL, Unix and more. Also Natures
hundreds of ?ernes. tools and demos for use
with  m o st  c4  th e  e rritlia1 0 0 1

L AT O R S  U N L I M I T E D  N E W e t  (C0 1 1 1 ) e19.99

Retro gaming at a s best. Over 3000 all-lime
classic spectrum games on one CD-ROM
L mulattoes included for the Amiga, Mac, Atari
ST & PC (des & Windows). Games include
Man.: Miner, Sim i daze. Monty mole,
Startrek. Thrust, ..let Set Wdly, The Hobbit,
Strip Poker. Danger Mouse The  Sentinel,
Micro Olympics, Under Wurlde Undium. Ale
Alec. River raid. Barbanan, Hunchback arid

3000 other c.;,  , • , pe ct ium games including InurrNoad games
pan deux aleu centaire hundreds of clocu-

detarwig instructions for most games
as hundreds of speccy game cheats

for all platforms but requires the use of
le play the games
Y S E N S A T I O N  2  O U T  NOW!!! (Ce ll 1
,
4 '
,

Adult Sensabon 2 features a whole new
batch of exciting new At  ma te ria l including
thousands of
graphic images.
hundreds of
Adulesery sound

n WAV,IFF & VCC, Adult stories,
sketches. Hundreds of Ackel jokes,

of either voeird,sicti or adult animabons
I  ANIM Adult sensation 2 also COMBills

dozen original adult music modules
levee sexy samples. Not one tor the faint I

IN STOCK NOW (OVER  161
IT SENSATION 2 The new batch

World of C ive t is a double CD-
ROM conlaning around 40.000
mono and odour clipan images
contained in over 100
categories in IFF, GIF, PCX,
CDR, EPS, TIE. & BMP Tools
for converting imaeos to anoth-
er formal are included for both
the PC 8  Amsge Subjects

Animals, Anatomy, Babies, Men. Women. Trees.
, Insects. Xmas. Religious. Planes, Vehicles, Ships,

Zodiac signs, Eye catchers. Humour. Cats. Doge
es Technology. SeaWe, Space_ Symbols, Royalty.

Plants, Nature, Ads. Tools, Astrology, Hands_
Esisiness, Office, Workers, Cartoon, Lice King,

Food, Gardening, Holidays, Houses & Buildings,
rs, Children. Banners. Medieval. Military, Monsters,

Spots (football, golf, Aerobics. Olympics, etc).
e. Trains. War and MOM

RID OF CLIPART Plus DOUBLE CD
Essential utilities is a collection id the most useful
tools available. Caltegones include graphics con-
verters, text, music tools. Printer divers, Virus
killers. memory Oldies. Emulators, Business apple
cebons including Wordprocessing, database,
spreadsheets, diary systems etc. Also features over
3000 high quality adobe & truetype fonts

•:SENTIAL UTILITIES Volume One - - 5 ) 7 4 )  r9.9‘4

ADULT SEN-S4T1ON2

 4 , l e a t N y o l
= a l  soclaric 'rings arid
alarrotWt malty. 40 milky'
weeds in s f Nes-
C oe n UFOS. Akre & coveraps
The e lf conspiracy, poke, fe e , .
Om meddle la rd palm readre.
Asticrogy Pagarwn & nom
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Swindon. Wil ts.UK

The ceour library contains
thousands of lop quality
colour chpart images for use
in any paint or Desktop pub
haling package. Dozens of
popular reibiects included
laC. Transport. Animals,
People Technology, etc

COLOUR LIBRARY - l -
) 1 3
0  0
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Amulet 7 (November '95)
contains around 200mb el
ewe dais categories include'
Thousands of tools, games,

/IP r  d e m o  s, music modules. soft-
ware patches AGA software.
features an easy to use front
end and search fealty

A M I N E T  7  1 C 1 3 1 2 4 0  E 14 .9
,
i

L U C K  gelV I P )
*LUCKY DIP

Lucky Dip volume one con.
tans hundreds at games.
demos, chpart, fonts. muse.
toots. graphics utilities,
Animations. Sound FX,
Samples. and loads more
At just E4.99 it 5 a bargairell
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V o lu m e  1  ( C D 4 9 x1  E4 .9 •

UK Mail Order / En01793

SCI-FI Sensation is an exerting
new CO-ROM containing over
1GIG al SCTFI images. anma-
tions, 30  objects, Sound FX.
Documents, Themetunes Scripts
& SCI-FI games. Subtracts included
are Babyeen5. Startrek e lse  origi-
nal_ TNG. Deep Space 9 and
Voyaged, Batman. Dr Who.

1 herwrierbuds, Robocop, Sea Quest OSV. Bladerunner, Aliens,
Terror hawks 2001, EllakeT Battlestar Galacticei, Iron, Total
Reese 2010, Space 1999 etc SCI -FI  Sensation also includes
hundreds of miscellances 30 space craft ntesels, Hundreds of
eecellanous SCI-FI images. soucl - r  Fi music and more,

SC I - F I  S E N S A T I O N  D O U BL E  C. _ e
1 1
8 )  t i e  g eGraphics Sensation is a collection

of the best graphics toots, 24be
images, animations arid Imagine &
lighhvave deects 3 D  Objects cat-
egories include: Space IStarirek,
BebylerL5, robots etcl Animals,
Aviation. Home (Bathroom
Kitchen. lumrlure etc), Botany.
Clocks. Computers, Earth, Food,

Toys. True, meecei instnimenis, Phones, Sports. Vehicles. etc
Plus hundreds of texture ides
GRAPHICS SENSATION , C D 0 2 )  ele.9e

The Proles-stone!
Backdrops & icons
collection Volume 2
is a superb set of
high quality Desetcp
backdrops (256
colour picture sub--
pets include: Girls,
Space, Classic care

Aircrall. Landscapes, textures etc.) aSimell as a huge 16 colour
backdrop set of pictures aswee as Thousands of Icons, and
Dozens of Screen Blarilion and Desktop tools. For the Amiga
fi re  is is masses collection of Magic Workbench extras. Includ-
ing Icons, backdrops, & dock icons. N E W '
PRO. BACKDROPS & ICONS 2 '(CD111) fee cc

iM

THE EP r.LELTION
Contains our most popular licppy baeed sett
ware tolles on one giant CD-ROM Now you
can purchase the wine  Epic collection in one
go This compeation contains hundreds of
megabytes of Amiga software. subjects
include: Professional mono clipart, colour ch-

part, numerous 3D °betels for Imagine & Lighhveve, Colour_ Birmap.
Compirgraptic fonts & Adobe fords. Graphics converters. Music tutorials,
Beginners guide, 30  slereograrn generators. Hundreds of Sound EX and
samples, Virus Killers, Hard disk installer & toots, Various Hardware pros
lecte A number of classic demos. Hundreds c4 games including Shoot em
ups. Mind leasers, Puzzle. card, arcade and board games. The latest
Assassins games & the latest I SO utilities are also included. Dozens of
Emulators are included. The Epic collection CD-ROM is updated bi-month-
ly, and user updates are available to registered users for as just E9.99, this
moans you can have the very latest range of software regularly without
having to keep purchasing new CD-ROMs. You simply return your Epic col-
lection CD-ROM. we ll update it and send 4 straight back to you. I ts as
ei tly as that -
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THE EPIC COLLECTION GOLD HEW"! 1C0100I E59,95
A superb CD-ROM for all ST AR T
-
R EX t a n s ,
contains Hundreds of graphic images in I fF
& GIF from the very first
series too the very latest
freniseries Doze ns of iFF
and WAV sound samples
are also included aswell as
bc4h the Next Generation &
original Startreh Theme

tunes. Also includes dozens of Slareek animations in both
Amiga arum & Fe l a  number at &we e k games for the
Amiga 8, PC are also ineluckiti U P D A T F O  VERSIONSTARTREK MULTIMEDIA GOLD

ST, . S E
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Over 7.000 top quality colour image!.
Subjects mclude a ds,  aviation, animals
people, hi-tech, space, cars, trains, lex-
, .les, nature, sports, pinups, boats, flow-
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raytraced caftans,  fantasy. a rt reptiles
and dozens more subjects

Yee padect CD for presentation. and •". • k.op publishing work.

GiF

G I F  S E N S A T I O N  "E W " DOUBLE Co 1c0121) £19.99
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This original time table
includes over 6,000 sto:
nos covering key events
in business, politics and
modia tram the Trojan
horse to Desalt Storm
Stones are linked to me i

eig multimedia effects, including huridretts of
graph•Cs. Sounds. maps, & die ns . Every word in every store
hot-koked to all other stories with the same word. Just click & go
Another superb multi-media encyclopedia
TIME TABLE OF HISTORY ICD129I Ele  9•9

uiry line.
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Adult Sensation Volume One
contains over 4,000 high
quality colour photographs Or
glamour gets This CD voll
take you months to ponder
through Only suitable for
humane over tee age of 18
and under me  age at 65.
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, ILLUSIONS 3D

Create your own fascinating
30 stereograrn images. con•
tains numerous tools as well
as hundreds of pre-rendered
pictures and hundreds more
for you to render your self
Very easy to use

(CO54) Ee  99

Arcade a u n t s  is an cops&
collection of ALL your old
arcade favourites. irclucling
Amiga & PC veriatiOnS of
PACNIAN, SPACE INVADERS.
ASTERIODS, MISSILE COM-
MAND. PENGO. FROGGER,
LOAD RUNNER. GALAXIANS.
DONKEY KONG. NUMEROUS

TETRIS GAMES. BATTLEZONE. TEMPEST. COMBAT,
TRON, SPACE WARZ, THRUST, O-BERT. HUNCHBACK,
MOON PATROL, TRAIL BLAZER, BREAKOUT, CENTRE-
PEDE. CYCLES. BEZERK SNAKE. SCRAMBLE, PING
PONG. BREAKOUT, NUMEROUS C64 CONVERSIONS. A
COLLECTION OF JEFF MINTER GAMES AND HUNDREDS
MORE. O ve r  600Mb of unforgettable re4rogaming.
The CO will keep you busy for morehell
Floppy drive required. Keyboard recommended

ARCADE CLASSICS N EW, . ec 076 N n e ,  114

'
M e i  •

Features  hundr eds  ot r i ,.ti r ne c lass ic  C84 games ,
Over 10 000 commodore 64 Megademos, over
3011'h s s i c  C64 game tunes and loads more
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CM SENSATION "Blast from the Past" ICDI20) rig%
The Grolier electronic Multimedia encyclopedia
contains thousands al pages of information on
every subject. with Thousands of great colour
photographs and illustrations and hundreds ol
sound clips from the BBC this CD-ROM is sari
essential purchase for all CD-ROM users.

S u i t a b l e onanyAmigaconfiguration.
G R O L I E R  E N C Y C L O P E D I A  V ersion 2  C  De6i Splaciril 126 99

1 1 ' 1 0
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The Professional Desktop
Video CD-ROM contains
hundreds of lop quality anti-
alias fonts (colour & mono).
origesal backdrop textures,
symbols, 3D obtects. desk-
top utilities. chparl and
more

DESKTOP VIDEO CD ICD6b1
MCILICteS O VIN 3 0 0 0  h ig h
quality colour images and
over 3700 official documents
covenrtg every Shuttle me-
stere D e l v e  into the his tory
and excitement of The
Space Shuttle encyclopedia.

THE SPACE SHUTTLE 1
C D 1 3 8 )  t l Y  
9 9
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previewSYSTEM

Pressing the buttons  activates var ious
traps and doors w hi ch m ust be negoti a ted

udiogenic are not especially known for
their con tribu t ions t o  t h e  p la t f o rm
genre. be ing  more  sports-like -  espe-
cially w i t h  re le a se s l i k e  G r a h a m
Gooch's C r i c k e t  a n d  W e m b l e y

International Soccer, and soon to be lmran Kahn's
Cricket all appearing, not to mention a number of
other successful games.

Audiogenic ore certainly not letting themselves
slide down that pit where other companies hove
recently been disappearing to - although. one of
their latest products. Bubble and Squeak 2, Is on
hold.

However, one title Is certain to go ahead, and It
goes by the name of Odyssey - a platform game
which h a s qu ie t ly possessed ma n y  morph ing
capabilities. i t s  a  side-on plafform g a me  which
could deliver a different perspective to the already
mountains of usual plafformers out there. Let's see.

The idea behind Odyssey Is to Collect various
crystals from several different islands to complete
the game. On the way through. you'll encounter a
number o f  creatures trying to  prevent you from
doing so. With a  large number of perplexing puz-
zles that must be  solved to access other areas.
Odyssey is looking a lot like a puzzling plafformer -
like Delphine Software's Flashback.

During your quest you will encounter a number
of various monsters such as vultures, and an army
of small people armed with huge swords which you
must overcome to  co llect  the crystals and  pro-
ceed further. You must fight them while losing as lit-
tle ene rgy a s  possible, a lthough  wh a t  makes
Odyssey good to play is the fact that when you do

They key on the left wi l l  com e in very useful  for  openi ng
doors. especial ly the ones that l ead to crystals

The small  rock people wil l  do thei r  best to
pr event you from col lecting the  crystal

lose a serious amount of energy, you don't have to
trundle around over-cautiously. Instead standing
still for a good 10 seconds will get your breath back
- replenishing your energy and  helping you get
past the tricky parts.

One of the hardest parts of Odyssey Is negotiat-
ing the bigger rocks. You can take a swipe at them

Morphing mania
When you acquire the morphing power, it is
possible to morph into a  number of objects.
For instance, you can morph into a  rock to
smash smaller rocks b y falling f rom a  great
height and  then rolling through tiny gaps. This
is essential fo r reaching th e  keys wh ich  will
open the doors to the crystals.

You can also morph into a bird and fly high
above the lower platforms which you would-
n't be able to reach if you were using the hero
without the special morphing powers. The lost
morph is a  grasshopper, whic h obviously
allows you to jump great distances to reach
hidden platforms you normally wouldn 't have
seen.

The morphing characteristic adds a  lo t to
the originality of Odyssey, making it something
different from the bog-standard type of plat-
form g a me  around today. The Idea o f  using
different characters to  solve different puzzles
adds a  lo t  t o  t h e  d e p t h  a n d  cha llenge
tremendously.

Alt h o u g h ,  o b vio u sly,  yo u  ca n ' t  h e a r  thorn ,
the  so u n d  e f f e ct s a re  v e r y  r e a l is t ic  in d e e d



The tunnel  leads to the  outsi de bi t wher e
you wil l  encounter  even more m onster s

with your sword which will set them rolling, but you
hove to  b e  careful because you ma y  end  u p
trapped behind it or it may block your path. These
puzzles w i l l  n o  d o u b t  h a v e  e v e n  t h e
most experienced games player tearing their hair
Out

What people may fail to realise, which I'd bet-
ter explain, is the fact  that Odyssey isn't just a
game comp le ted  b y running from le ft  to  right.
killing monsters and picking up the crystals at the
end. You have to negotiate all the puzzles which,
believe me. ore quite taxing. They involve moving
rocks o n to  various buttons, d irect ing  shooting
arrows towards pressure zones, and  even morph-

Odyssey
By Andy Maddock

The graphics
and anim ation

are both
looking very

good. Let's
hope w e  see

more of them
In the fi nished

version

ing in to  different. smaller creatures t o  squeeze
through tiny gaps which are only accessible to the
smallest of Insects.

There are several large islands to battle through.
accompanied by truly fantastic backdrops. At the
beginning, when you select an island, a  human
hand appears as a pointer - using very impressive
method animation with the dark b lack shadow.
which makes it smoother than a  baby's bottom.
The morphing sequences are also animated in this
way -  proving what a  graphical feast it  will b e
when it finally hits the shops.
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There is a sti ff
am ount of
opposi tion out
th e re  re a d y t o
crush your  high
hopes

With a large
number of
perplexing
'puzzles that
must be
solved to
access other
areas,
Odyssey is
looking a lot
like a puzzling
platformer
,

Final word
Overall. Odyssey is looking
very comple te . especia lly
graphically and gameplay
wise. The g a me  is a lready
running very smoothly, with
no n o t i c e a b le  g l i t ch e s
standing in its way.

When i t ' s  fi n a l ly  r e l -
eased I  c a n  a lmost  ce r-
tainly see it  being a  huge
success. Aud iogen ic ma y
hove la tch e d  themselves
on t o  a  winner. Keep a n
eye o u t  fo r a  fu ll review
very soon.
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Leisuresott UK
DEVELOPER
Borns C o m p u t in g
PRICE
£19 . 99
DISKS
2

Yes

All A m ig o s

HD INSTALL

SUPPORTS

The squad select screen displays
the player 's ages,  posi tion a nd shir t
number. Wher e are thei r  slats?

iEfl.r,
t o m

Legg M rtaalto
POEM
M I M I C =
U L M
P r a i a

I I
TM,

AIN SUER

111•111

As_

A

nother footba ll g a me  arrives a s w e
watch another season get under way.
The win te r months a re  fast  co min g
upon us and could be the perfect time
to sit out the first rounds o f the  Auto

Windscreen Shield and head for managing success
on the Amiga.

This time, a  relatively large company who are
renowned for distributing PC and Amiga peripher-
als are invited to try their hand at the Amiga games
scene. Leisuresoft UK intend to make a big impact
on the gaming front, and a football game could be
just what it takes.

Football games are undoubtedly the Amiga's
strong point, and have brought in more cash than
any o th e r genre. A l l  t h e  a ll-t ime g rea ts have
appeared on the Amiga and incidentally, most of
them never mode successful conversions onto the
PC or any console. Sensible Soccer, Kick Off, Player
Manager, Goal and Mon Utd - Premier Champions
are just a selection who owe their huge success to
the Amiga

Club and Country is one of the few football man-
agement games that offers jobs on club and inter-
national level, Sensible Software had aspirations to
the idea but it was never given the time o f day.
After 10 seasons o f non-stop promotions. re lega-
tions and cup exits, the last thing you want to do is
retire. Club  and Country gives you the option to
manage the  national te a m when  your success
becomes too much for the rest of the pack.

At the beginning of Club and Country, you are
given a list of clubs to take on in division three. They
all offer competitive salaries and a required league
placing needs to be achieved for the forthcoming
season. This leaves you with a  defined target to

MEMIII•10111
OINEMERIMEI

M M . =
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mWOUNI

I I
11 1 1 1 1
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1 . T h e  m atch sequences don't refl ect the depth
of the game. Also, the player's per formance is
displayed confusingly over  the player's nam e

Ail your  cur rent
information is
displayed on the
right, and your
status scr een is
at the  bottom ,  in
picture for m at 1u b

achieve -  failure to  do  so means sacking will be
imminent.

Club and Country has an easy-to-use icon sys-
tem which allows you to view all the statistics within
seconds without having to  plough through hun-
1dreds of menus. The icons are located on the right1
side of the screen, with the information displayed
on the left, and your current status is displayed at

Pressing the m ouse dur ing the  gam e
will br ing up a scr een w her eby you
can change your  team  l ine-up



Cartoon to cleavage
All the usual options are included - transfers sta-
dium development, physiotherapy and tactical
editors. t h e  g a me  is shown in  ca rtoon  form.
which is a real shame as the amount of options
and realism with in the actua l management is
spoilt and lost through the showing of these car-
toon pictures. Showing a  heavily cleavaged
nurse as a  physio, especially sporting a  rather
plastic uniform. is a  bit out o f hand as today's
game is no longer purely a man's.

the foot of the screen as a picture. You begin with a
small house, small car, and a generally unappealing
appearance. As you progress through the divisions
picking up trophies and promotions, more  money
will come in. thus enabling you to  afford a  better
life. So the actual objective of the game isn't to be
the best team in the world in a completely fictional
way, but to earn enough money to live on arid with
lack, progressing and enjoying the higher life of foot-
ball management,

The actua l ma t ch  sequences a re  immensely
locking in quality - there is no animated, graphical
action, just a  short and brief description on injuries
and bookings. so you can 't acquire a  true estima-
tion of your team's ability. You can  make substitu-
tions and swap players around during the match,
but you can't alter the way your team plays.

Although these comments seem harsh in some
respects they are purely cosmetic and could hove
been tidied up. The depth and realism is present but
simply overshadowed b y  t h e  ca rtoon  pictures.
Another problem is the research. A t  first g lance it
looks like all the players' data is present and correct
because Dennis Bergkamp is in Arsenal's line-up.
However it  seems the rest o f the squads haven't
been touched. There's no sign of an editor either so
it looks like you're stuck with them - unfortunately.

ElN O M  1 : 1

orrenown a l m s  FIFF/inft
U M W& M I RO. C  5 1 1 E r n 1 a

I 1 1 1 . ,
I

l i l t  41.46

A ,  L .

LID...W.
,  1  
-

L
7
•

,

• CI clittlIFF

• r . TI t t r rv r t i l l t
;•inorzt 6 /

• TisiNI . 4 In

Country
Reviewed by Andy Maddock

LIU IIICEIPIS
u0n6 N U M
Dettll Erra ntt i r o  RAS

•
' i l l  N U M
.nrrt * I t  rti

4
N
4
f
i
r
t
i
o

The  fi nance scr een gives you an idea of
9- y our  weekly incom e and expendi tur e

The sexist pictures corns* into effect again.
The male bui lder  Is the  one w ho does the
work, and the female is the  ti cket gi n

After  you have
fi nished your
match,  al l  the
results wil l
come up in a
vidiprinter-like
st yle

Club and
Country is one
of the few
football
management
games that
offers jobs on
club and
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Final word
Compared  t o  t h e  like s o f  P la ye r
Manager 2 and On The Ball Club and
Country doesn 't even g e t  a  look in.
The football g a me  industry Is becom-
ing increasingly popu la r once  aga in
and it 's certainly not going to  be  a n
easy task f o r anyone t o  be t te r th e
management g a m e s  t h a t  a r e
dominating today's market. I t  isn't a

r
bad effort, b u t  one  wh ich  will linger
around the bottom of the league, star-
ing relegation In the  fa ce  fo r a  fe w
seasons. It all bolls down to lack of pre-
sentation I f  you already hove  Player
Manager 2 and On The Ball. Club and
Country wouldn't be a  bad purchase.
If you're that football mad. you'll prob-
ably buy it anyway!
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PUBLISHER
Thalion
DEVELOPER
Rain er Bopt
PRICE
£ 2 9 . 9 9
DISKS
TBA
HD INSTALL
N o
SUPPORTS
All A m i g o s  1 M b +

1 1 1 % .1 1 1 1 1 M a r  1
1 1
5
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Graphics and presentation areal  that impressive

111light sims usually fall into two main cate-
gories. There's either the action-packed
dogfight types such as Reach for the
Skies and I19 Stealth Fighter, where you
take to  the skies and a im to obliterate

the enemy, o r there's the other the  serious kind
that accura te ly recreate the  modern-day flying
experience.

Those in this category (of which there are few -
the only ones that spring to mind are A320 Airbus
and Proflight) a re  the ones tha t ca n  seem very
bland to the uninitiated, but for those who take the
trouble to  read the hefty manuals and study the
flight charts, they ore rewarded with a very realistic
simulation of the real thing.

Anyway, fa lling  in t o  th is la t te r ca te g o ry Is
Thalion's latest offering. Approach Trainer the next
one along in the Airbus A320 series. Mode by the
same Rainer Boot which created its predecessors.
Approach Trainer aims to  simulate the approach
and landing of a plane. Described as a simulation
of a  simulator, it allows the player to  practice the
procedures needed t o  land a  p lane a t  one  o f
Europe's 58 most important airports.

The first thing you need to know is that although
It is a supplement to Airbus A320. you don't need
the  previous game to play it and the trainer pro-
gram does not assume that you are familiar with the
series_ So if you've never played before don't worry
- you can learn from scratch (and hove to read all
the manual - joy!).

Starting with the training mode  you are given
electronic aids to help get through the procedures
step by step, and as you progress you can turn oft
each feature one by one. You can also choose the
airport, the weather and whether you tackle a long
or short approach. It is also possible t o  alternate
between day and night flights.

When mo re  experienced, y o u  c a n  t ry  t h e

ApproachTral
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Appr oach TIrainer aims to pm vide ul tim ata real
-

Reviewed by Tina Hackett

If you want a game
you can get straight int
then it's not for you

ner
Scoring Mode where the computer randomly
elates a  situation a n d  then  records th e  p
achieved in a  log book. And when you're feeli
really confident, t ry testing your skills against
opponent, taking alternative turns under the so
conditions.

Although graphics aren't that impressive. Ott
tion to  detail has been ma d e  such as improv
PAPI lighting, airfield detail, a n d  improved 'GI
cockpit ' layout.  Fo r ultra-realism, a ccu ra te  I
charts have been included too.

This is one of the very few games that su
an analogue joystick. In case you haven't got o
and want to use a PC joystick instead, at the
of the  manual there a re  instructions on  how
make your own Interface-Converter to  use a
analogue joystick - so get your soldering iron read

Final word
Like most fl ight sims it  is accompan ied  by a
dauntingly thick manual - so needless to say. if
you won t  a  g a me  you  ca n  g e t  straight into 1
then it's not for you. However, pat ience pays
dividends and if you take the t ime to  plough,
through. you'll find a very rewarding and veryll
comprehensive title. The graphics a re  rather
grim. but this shouldn't bother true sim fans too
much.
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screens o n c e  a g a in .  A f t e r  m a n y
months of pure speculation, Turbo Trax
has fi n a lly a rrive d  -  i n  Ferrari-like
fashion too_

Kompart, responsible f o r t h e  abundance  o f
Amiga releases during these last few months. are
odding to their alreocly well-developed collection
a cha llenge r f o r  t h e  likes o f  Ove rd rive  a n d
Roadkill. These two weren't particularly successful
compared to the likes of the late 1
8 0 ' s  N i t r o .  T h i swas one of the few top-down racing games that
pocked pure challenge and action. The idea was
to ra ce  against a  series o f  opponents in various
cars. A whole host of tracks were included making
This one of the most pleasing and satisfying games
of all time.

During the early '90s. Supercars was introduced
on the Atari format, later making its way across to
the Amiga .  This wa s viewed  top -down just like
Nitro, b u t  where Nitro fa iled in  terms o f  variety,
Supercars fi lled  t h e  spo t  a lmost  t o o  perfect ly.
Featuring a n  o p t io n  t o  b u y  mo re  ca rs  a n d
progress onto later tracks, Supercars' success was
inevitable. What made Supercars incredibly popu-
lar was the fact it offered a different perspective.
The idea  o f  layered tracks was we lcomed  with
open arms by games players everywhere.

After The re ce n t  re leases o f  Roadkill a n d
Overdrive, Turbo Trax is the latest top-down racing
game. After being in the pre-production phase for
months, will it finally pass its driving test?

There are three modes of play - Arcade. Time
Trials, and Practice. The arcade mode is basically
to beat five other computer opponents to  cross
the line first, p icking up  some cash to  spend on
your car to increase its handling and power. After
you complete  a race, you are given a  number of
items to  buy to  increase your ca rs  capabilities.
You can buy five types of engine, steering wheel,
fuel a n d  tyres. The be t te r th e  componen t  th e
more expensive It'll be.

In the arcade mode. the computer opponents
are especially hard and  the ca r in pole position
always seems to  b e  ha lf way round the  course
before you've even turned the first corner. It'll take
an enormous amount of practice to enable you to
come first, or even second, .

To slow you down, various obstacles are placedro I
•0
,•

a .uE

Comparing cars
There have been a significant number of top-
down racing games released recently, nam-
ely Roodkill. Overdrive and Micro Machines. In
the post we have seen the likes of Super Sprint,
Nitro and Indy Heat. Oh, alright. so Indy Heat
wasn't specifically top -down b u t  more  o f  a
mid-slanty t o p  view tha t  wo rked  surprisingly
well.

These ore  the  on ly commercia l releases I
can th ink o f.  Mo st  o f  the  to p -d o wn  racers
emerge from Public Domain, and some of the
decent PD racers include Moose Drive and
Road To Hell.

on the tracks -  the oil Is undoubtedly the wo
Having said that. It's not as frustrating as you c
imagine. On most racing games, sliding on oil
send you careering into the crash barriers, aim
certainly puffing you ou t  o f  contention fo r
place. However on Turbo Trax. the frustration to
tor is set just about right. If you do happen to
In a n  unavoidable position resulting in  skiddi
over an oil leak, the worst that can happen is
simple 360 degree  spin fo llowed b y  a  loss
speed. This enables the opponents to gain a little,
but not so much that it ruins the entire race.

1
Don't for get to br ake for  the pedestr i an crossing
Oh. and don't run any grannies over  ei ther !

IMO

The deser t tr ack is the  per fect tr ack for  aDriving over  the br idge in the  snow.  i t's cer tainty
not a wise idea to pr actice handbr ake turns now ! b i t  of  fun w i th plenty of dunes and jumps



6 the car in pole position
always seems to be half
way round the course
before you've even turne
the first corner. It'll take an
enormous amount of
practice to enable you to
come first or even second,
other mode of play is Practice, whereby you can
select any course, any car, and  can get to know
each course, so when you co me  to take on the
arcade mo d e  you'll have an idea of the corners
and where and when to brake etc. The last mode
is Time Trials whereby you hove to comple te  the
loci in the fastest time which can then be saved to
disk for future reference.

To help you in your quest for loads of cash and
a decent reputation, there are all sorts of helping
hands. You ca n  p ick up  spanners which reduce
your damage. money to  g ive you something to
enhance your car, and turbos which will give you
that extra speed -  maybe  enough to  carry you
across the line in first place. There are three types

sio•

•••

Crossing tho fi nish l ino in fi rst place Is pr obably
the hardest task w i thi n Tur bo Tr ax

Reviewed by Andy Maddock

You can pur chase com ponents  to improve your
car  and achieve a better  posi tion in M a  next raco

9 9  I st e m io r  1 1 1 6 / 1 1 . 1
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Going over  a tur bo boost wi l l  give you
that extr a speed which is invaluable for
keeping up w i th the rest of the pack

100

1

Gearbox problems
Every car I have known has had problems with
it in one way or another. If it's not the gearbox,
you'll probably have  le ft your keys Inside. It 's
funny the way all the problems seem to  occur
just otter the two  month warranty has expired.
Oh we ll,  thankfully n o n e  o f  these p rob lems
appear in Turbo Trax.

Although every car featured in Turbo Trax is
extremely h igh powered, yo u  wou ldn 't  really
expect the type  o f acceleration you are pre-
sented with, The gear changes are noticeable.
unlike many other racers, and  the pitch of the
engine noise is also heard. Most games seem as
if they ore controlled in first gear all the time,
and a  h igh  p itch e d  roaring  noise b e co me s
extremely annoying.

However, t h e  a cce le ra t io n  i s  l a c k i n g
Immensely. If you do happen to get hammered

of ca r wh ich  ra ce  on  their own  respective cir-
cuit. For instance, you won 't  find a Formula One
tuned car racing on a dirt track. There are quite
a f e w  d if fe ren t styles o f  tracks, w i t h  a ro u n d
seven or eight mapped  out differently. There are
street, sn o w,  d irt ,  a n d  ra c in g  t ra cks  wh ic h
require various types of handling because of the
conditions.

Before yo u  ta ke  o n  a  track, yo u  c a n  tune
your ca r to suit the circuit. Obviously, if  the next
track to race is a slippery ice track, the idea is to
spend money on handling and grip by purchas-
ing th e  steering whee l a n d  tyres. There is litt le
point i n  pu rchasing  a  h ig h -p o we re d  e n g in e
because you'll spend most of the time going far
too fast and spinning out of control. You have to
master the car-set-up screen before attempting
a race  or you will undoubtedly ca me  nowhere.

The c a r  sprites fo r top -down  racing  g a me s
ore basica lly o f  a  standard appearance. They
are kep t  very simple because they have  to  be
manipulated a t  e ve ry  a n g le  t o  ma k e  t h e m
smooth and  fluent. Turbo Trax's sprites a re  sim-
ple, ye t  they work very effectively. There is no
animation on the cars themselves because that
would simply comp lica te  the speed and defini-
tion.

The tracks and backgrounds are good, mak-
ing It p leasurable to  p lay as well as bbing easy
on the eye. There are different kinds o f scenery
to add  enough variety to keep you playing for a

Jrri,

•

The star ting gr id is the
•  be s t  place to z oom into.

at least,  second place.

off the side of the track, the possibility of getting
yourself going within seconds is very remote - as
moving u p  to  sixth gea r seems to  take  a  life
time.

Although there is a variety of cars, there isn't
any a c t u a l  d if fe re n ce  b e t we e n  t h e m.  Fo r !
instance, yo u 'd  expect  a  formula one ca r to
have a  higher speed than an off-road truck.

You are  also given a  d a ma g e  bar. This will
inform you of how much damage your car has
taken and how much it will take. If you happen
to exceed this amount, you'll be thrusted back
at the beginning again. You can damage your
car in  a  number o f  ways, a lthough trying to
overtake is possibly the worst. so I suggest you
try t o  a vo id  i t  -  a lthough n o t  a t  pedestrian
crossings. That a lways seems t o  in ject a  little
excitement.

while. There is a  street t ra ck wh ich  is moppea
out wi t h  co n e s -  these mu st  b e  negotia ted
along with  the other five cars to  comp le te  the
track. As Turbo Trax runs quite fast, it  is difficult to
see which bends and corners will be coming up.
Memorising t h e m wo n ' t  wo rk  e ithe r because
there a re  s imp ly f a r  t o o  ma n y  o f  t h e m t o
attempt. When you begin the a rcade  mode, a
random one will be p icked a s  well.

The co mp u te r opponents d o n ' t  rea lly give
you mu c h  ch a n ce  o f  ca t ch in g  th e m,  never
mind beat ing  them. It will take  ma n y weeks of
p ract ice  until yo u  a re  g o o d  enough  t o  chal-
lenge for first p lace.

Finally, t h e  sound e f fects a re  ve ry realistic
with e n g in e  no ises a n d  t h e  scre e ch in g  o f
brakes. These a ll a d d  t o  th e  excitemen t  and
action -  although, not that much.

Final word
Overall, Turbo Trax is a  fairly g o o d  game. It
doesn't include anything special or mind-blow-
ing, it's simply another top-down racing game
- although the main point o f the game is the
fact it simply plays well and is quite enjoyable.
The variety of tracks and cars gives it a  longer
lasting challenge as you  h a ve  t o  a d a p t  to
each one. The graphics d o  the ir jobs ade -
quately and it all odds up to a really playable
game with many months of enjoyment,

The For m ula One s e - up is far
more involving than any other
ca r / t ra ck co m b in a t io n
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3797 PCTASK V3.0 PATCH
Patches To V3 10 CISCIFIrelf
3796 OCTAMED VIS Al YOki Need To kid  h e
Demo Version keened HVYways With base.
3795 (AB) IMAGESTUDIO V2.1.0 The 6 Dias Include Arri1CP
Superb GFX Conversion Pros Moboic. GUM! G r i e r .
3(3794 (AB) MALEDICTION - EFFS Guide lo The biome/
3D Texture Mapped Adventure
3793 BEGINNERS TYPING TUTOR
Basic Typing Tuition. MANY MORE
3792 SCOUT OMUI REQ.)
Tool To Manioc Computer CD's & PD DISKS
3791 GEMZ IN STOCK!
Great Puzzle Game!
3790 TURBOSUITE V3.1 CALL FOR SPECIFIC
Disk Cataioging Sys. Demo. REQUIREMENTS!
3789 (AB) SKIDMARKS2 CARS
New Cars For Siodinarics 2
3788 DELUXE PACMAN V1.8 OBLIVIO
ECS Version Superb! transform You Othed•Ase
X3787 DEWXE PACMAN AGA V1.6 &Ord ebeinerich VAIN No
AGA Version! Excellent! &vat) (kick 0810 Delis
3758 EGO SCRAMBLE New icons, Forts & Mort Etc I
Ned, Med Gomel Al For 59.99!
3755 DOS MAN
Intensive Dos Tutorial
3784 MULTITUDINOUS
HD Menu System

OME APPLICATIONS
3783 THIRD DIMENSION WM Loads Of Ihe More Popular
30 Cons Kit Disk Meg Home Ute Are Included In
3782 ACT OF WAR MISSIONS 3 This 10 Disk Setl Accoul s
Requires Registered Game_ Orgreasers Address &Doe
3(3781 STARTUP & BACKDROPS NOti Ncrre UI. Al For 19.99!
Pictures For Workbench 3
37150 (AB) ROM 04
Scene Disk Nag

nosrmaa maga
X3779 MOMENTS Speccy Sensations 2
Gillet AGA Demo. & 064 Sensations OD's
3778 SANITY ROOTS II
Superb Sequel!
3777 HD GAMES INSTALLER 3

Are in stock NOW!
E19_99 Eachl

Installs Dozens Of New Tiles
3775 BLITZ BLANKER V2.80
Required MUI
X3775 FIREMAN SAM
Klondike Carded
3774 (AB) MW13 BACKDROPS ISSUE! NOW IN STOCK
Based CM Stia lrek
3773 LEGIONS OF DAWN
Fl Game Demo, 2 Meg Req

E6 95
3772 MOSAIC V1 3b
Latest Websuder
.X3771 WALLACE & GROMIT
Monate Carded

CO ROM NICECCFI
X3770 ROSIE & JIM CARDSET WE WU DOOM BEETTOILAXM 1
For Klondike AGA BEN BEAT #iff CD AINERTISED
3769 (AB) SKAREWORLD ELSEilittERE ALL OADERS Sall
Cybercreits Disk Meg
3766 )(FILES GUIDE
Miles SEAS Guidee

81811(AB) BAT1LE OF BRITAIN
M&HiskyOtThe Battle

315 MESSYSID V3 0
del  PC / AMIGA File Transfer
NM BOUNCER
denceware Game Demo
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*eats For Klondike AGA
AS SUPER ELF SQUAD
ollitinn Game
1170 ZAMA V2 0
West Speccy Emulator
13870 BUTRIS
•Ak Teets Gam.
1877 WAG SPECIAL DISK kAAG
linos Users Disk Meg
278 SUPER SKIDDY THINGS 3
Neer Eaddmarks Ripon
13875 (AB) SILENTS DEMO
IraitKitchee" HD only AGA Demo
13874 (AB) ZIF DEMO
'SAND Only Demo
13173 (AS) FANATIC 'HATE 2 DEMO
Supedi AGA HDI Only Demo
13872 AB) EMBASSY 'THRILLED'

• Mother AGA HD Only Demo
13871 C42 DEMO
We AGA Demo
3
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V
3 
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B

Was Mac Emulatir (Needs ROM)
159 LOTTERY PRO & UTI LS
lily GUMMI To Get Numbers'
a n  *A GALLERr
keediArtwodd Rend Drawn
367 ZX FILES
Secgi Em Users Disk Hag
de  STEREOPTICON
For Making True RDS Pies & Mims
365 DOWNLGADER

Fonts For 24 Pin Printers
.364 NOTEBOOK

Al Purpose Organiser
18113 DARK ANGEL
Floshback Cbne
382 ORGANISER BITS
Sass For Digitas Organiser
1181 THIRD DIMENSION 016
33 Cons. Kit Disk Meg.
3180 AMU
Satiated AM Warfare
3858 EASYCALC V2 Oti
&pet Spreadsheet Program
731154 TRAP EM DEMO
8titform Game

POSTAGE INFORMATION
.
1

Ptease Include 5013 Postage For
UK Disk Orders Md 76p
Per Item For CD Orders

(Mak Poetage Payable El 50)
Eumpe Md 104 For IDsk Orders

& 1 00 Per CD (Wu ES 00)
R 0 W Add 20% For Disk Orden;

& E1.50 Per CD (MAX CI5 00I
A

PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE
3857 INSTALL 3
Prep & Install VVB On Al200s
3856 TERM V4.4 EXTRA LISS & LOCALE
3855 TERM V4.4 030 VERSION & DOGS
3854 TERM V4.4 000 VERSION & DOGS
Latest Release Of Popular Comm SW
3853 WORDS V2.3
Dictionary For Gold ED
3852 (AB) GOLDED V3 13 (HD REQ)
Superb Ted Editor
3851 SCION V4 07
Geneology Database
3850 MASTERSLASTER V2.1
Dynablester Clone
3849 DATATYPES DISK
Every Datatype Known To Mani
3848 NO SAMPLER ur ns 04
No SamPler
7 Y O U  
N e e
d  
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s  
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X3847 NOSTROMO CHEATS VS 0
Superb Upb Date Cheat Diski
3848 (AB) DEVELOP & PRINT
3545 (AB) THE PORTRAIT
3844 (AB) CAMERAS & ACCESSORIES

For Photographers
31842 DCAT
Disk Cataloging UN
3842 MORTAL KUMQUAT 3
No GLISS1011 Whirl The is
X3841 STRANGE! CARDSET
For AA Klondike's
X3840 BEAVIS CARDSEr
For Klondike 1,2 & 3
X3839 MANGA MANIACS
Mother Klondike Gelber
3838 GALLEONS
2 Player 30 Shcotem Game
3837 (AM ACT OF WAR HELPER
Tips. Maps & Loads Of Help'
3836 (AB) BLACK DAWN 5
A New Beginning Superb!
3835 REMDATE V2 0
Address Book, Dery, Reminder Eic
3634 KIDS DISK 7
More Fun For The Kids!
3833 HD GAMES INSTALLERS id
instals Ail The Latest Gamin!
X3832 (ABCD) PICTURE BOOK
Superb New AGA Demo'
33831 (ABC) AMAZED DEMO
Stunning Demo By Vanity!
X3830 TENEBRA DEMO
Another Vhsy Nice AGA Demo
X3629 ARTCORE SUDESHOW
Excelent Sideshow From Scoopes
3828 (A8) SURFING THE JAZZ WAVE
Very Nice J322 Music Disk

AMIGA CD ROM SOFTWARE

RAYTRACEI
119.99

This OFRCIAL POV-Ray CD Includes
source, utils & tips for AMIGA & PCI.

L

1lst Floor Offices, 218 Market Street
Wakefield, West Yorkshire WF1 1DH

TEL (01924) 366982 FAX (01924) 200943rez t' ot
1011741 -
Q • 1 =
= n .

A
PLEASE NOTE: ONLY A FRACTION OF THE DISKS WE STOCK ARE LISTED ON THIS AlivErn
FOR A COMPLETE UST OF THE 5000+ DISKS WE STOCK, ASK FOR A FREE CATALOGUE!

awaited sequel to the Phase 4
ohs disks from 3352 to 38701

AMINET SET 1
E24.99
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to 4, plus 220 MB of NEW DATA'

''•1 P O W E R  GAMES
114.99

A collection of over 500 superb PD
games for any CD rom platfrom

<(- 1 1 9 . 9 9
Games. demos, 'Ills, source code
text flies, artwork etc. 95% new to CD

age& fonts, samples & mods
!WI G,  Octamed 5.04 & MORE!!

AMINET 7
114.99

tntest Amine' release, this one has a
hecNy foctg on multimedia images

MEETING PEARLS t
19.99

650 MB of PD from around the globel
Contains demos, anirrs. mods etcl

DA CAPO

Over 140001 the best available
mods, 2000 SOMD1136 & °clamed!

3827 MAGIC WORKBENCH PACK 012
Backdrops & Startup Pia.
x38,z STAR WARS GALAXY
Another Klondike Cardeet.
X3525 THE MASK CARDSET
Suitable For All Klondike
3824 RED DWARF QUIZ 02
Updated Quiz By Ram
3823 (AB) PAGESTREAM PATCH 'H'
Latest Available Patch Disk.
X3822 EXCELLENT CARD GAMES III
Restncted Verson For Demos
3821 DOPLPS UTILS
More Directory Opus Ibis
3820 IWkGEDESK V1.6
Thumbnail Pic Cat Makeri
3919 PHOTOGENICS V1.2
Usesbie Demo Version
3518 DOPUS 5 PATCH
Patches VS.5 To V5.11
3817 THIRD DIMENSION 015
Latest Meg For Al 30 Con Kit Users
X3816 DEVILS ABODE
3D Virtual Reakty Game
3815 WORDSEARCH DESIGNER
Update To Earlier Version
3814 ENLOCK V1 4
HD Password System
3813 MR GREEDY
Chillness Story Book.
3812 GARFIELD 1
Short Garfield Animation.
3811 FEARS
One Level Preview. Like Doom.
3810 BREAKIN BRICKS AGA
Bat & Ball Game For AGA Machries
3909 SUPER DMS V2 0
Windowed Version Updated
X3808 PAM ANDERSON cARosur
For All Klonclikes
3807 NFA - THE WORD 06
Scene Disk Meg
3808 TRANSITON
Image Conversion Pros
3805 BOVA V2-0
Superb Seamy Emulator!
3804 MENUS & MORE V320
Menu Systems For HD'.
3803 DUCK DODGERS
Platform Game. Great'
3802 SAUCE N CODE *1
Amos Related Scums Code Etc
3801 BOOKIE BEATER
Predicts Reside Of ANY Spord
3800 CODE NAME NANO
Thmst Type Game Clone
3799 SUPER LOTTERY
SW Havant Wan Yet?
X3798 HELLRAISER CARDSEr
For All P3onchkes

•

ZOOM CD

GfCtind Zero & Acitve Softwares own M o r e  Interesting pictures with a few
PD library release, Tons of new sluff' s o u n d  samples & games to boot!

119.99 ADU
I
L T
1
S 1
9
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9
11
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'

ARCADE CLASSICS
114.99

ucles csound 500 variations of
the most classic arcade garnesi

NetBSD 1,0 UNIX like OIS For Amiga]
Go Netsurfing with the supplied tooisi

SOU ND LID RARY
Sr G M  WORKSHOP

, Mods, WAV Files & dozens of
sound players & utile for Amigo & PCI

GROLIER
126.99

The entire Academic American
Enoetiodedia on CDI UPDATED!
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The  t a st e f u l b o x c o v e r  lo o kin g
like a  cheesy '70's por no

Gratuitous
breast shots,
fat old men
forting and
offering all
other stereo-
typical traits of
the gambler
,

% n u d e  314 1 1 2Nas

Happy, you leave the
club weal thier  but
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reserved mainly for the PD pages or an
excuse to show scantily clad bodies as in
Strip Poker. Bu t  n o w n e w company,
Desert Star Software, h a ve  taken th e

seedy underworld poker scene and incorporated it
Into a computer game. It looks like being a feminist's
worst nightmare with gratuitous breast shots, fat old
men forting. and it offers all other stereotypical traits
of the gambler. Fortunately, It's all done tongue-in-
cheek a n d  the end  product will probably b e  a
combination of Rob C Nesbit and Leisure Suit Larry.

The story sets you as a bd of a loser, really. Well, to
be kind, you've just been unlucky. You lose your job.
your girlfriend leaves you, and your car gets repos-
sessed, all in the same day. You ore on the streets of
Hollywood, alone, when you find yourself enticed
into a dingy club and into a poker game.

You face three other rather dubious characters
and can  select the level o f difficulty from Rookie,
Average. or Hustler, depending on your skills. The rest
is a straightforward Five Card Draw Poker game with
oil players placing their bets, and so on. Control is via
the joystick and you play until you're broke,

The PR blurb accompanying the preview copy
boasts over 1Mb o f  speech a n d  EX, a n d  so fa r

T wo  t a b le  o p t io n s a re  a va ila b le  -
this is the  more decent of the tw o

H o l l y w o o d  B Y  n a  Hackeustler

The cinem atic intr oduction tel ls the  story -  you
are dow n on your  hick, so you enter  the club

V+FWsCi
11)ren Pt'Ammonmum II

forting(?), a n d  a  "Raise you  fi ve '  uttered in  an
American accen t  by your opponents add  to  the
seedy atmosphere.

And unlike other games of this kind, Hollywood
Hustler promises to make each g a me  completely
different, with  a ll cards be ing dead a t  random,
Each hand remains known only to the player hold-
ing them, so the computer can 't  actually cheat.
The opponents' thinking also varies each time so,
for Instance, they may or may not bluff. Of may be
more aggressive.

A cinematic intro will also be used to create the
feel of the game, and depending on how well you
nlay, you will get one of three endings.

t certainly looks different and rather entertain-
wig. Even the game box continues the tongue-In-
cheek style looking like a cheap '70's porn film, and
with the  green baize t rim you  cou ld  almost be
there!

Grim
Hollywood Hustler has a  cinemat ic style and
tries to provide a  little more to it than just the
card game, hence the reason for the charac-
ters which are in keeping with the style.

Montana Slim is the chef from the diner next
door to  the club and as you can  guess by his
name, as well as enjoying 'broads'. and  gam-
bling, he's also into his food and booze in a big
way. The others are Joe, on  ex-sixties guru who
is n o w the  manage r o f  the  Pussycat porno-
theatre, a n d  Chuck, a  wou ld -be  mo vie  star
and a night clerk at the motel. And lastly, there
is Jackie, also known as Miss Astrodate, a  ship-
per f ro m the  exot ic ca b a re t  bar, A ll sounds
lovely, doesn't it?
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NEW THE AMIGA GAMES LINE FEATURING CD32 ...0891 445 786
NEW! THE SEGA GAMES LINE FEATURING MEGA CD 0891 445 787
NEW! THE SUPER NINTENDO GAMES LINE 0891 445 769
NEW! THE CONSOLE CREATURE PC ENGINE, T.G.16,
JAGUAR, NEO-GEO, CDi 300, CO32. MEGA CD, DUO 0891 445 772
NEW! GAMEBOY, GAMEGEAR, LYNX CREATURE 0891 445 771

ALL CHEATLINES UPDATED EVERY WEEK
MORTAL KOMBAT I & 0891 445 987
SR. WORLD WARRIOR, TURBO, S.0  E 0891 445 940
CHAOS ENGINE 0891 445 936
DESERT STRIKEANGLE STRIKE 0891 445 953
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DIAL-A-TIP
H I N T S  T I P S  ' N '  C H E A T S  ' N  P O K E S

ALL FORMATS CHEATLINE, JUST SAY 'YES' FOR YOUR MACHINE
0 8 9 1  4 4 5  9 3 7

FOR FULL INFORMATION ON ALL OUR SERVICES CALL 0891 445 939
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GUIDING LIGHT COMPUTER SERVICES LTD
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Pic'n'Mix
ICSRAP

N.% y be tied to taking Pot Luck
- w h e nbuying ClipArt? Now YOU can select your

own preferences from the comfort of yo
own home. Choose from over 3000 imag
n over 40 Categories Give yourself a break
rid TRY BEFORE YOU BUS1 Available
in both Scalable and Bit-Mapped fonuats

including the popular .1TT and CGM.
All images are 128/256 Colours .... suitable
for both Colour and Mono Printers. All
Images are artist drawn.. _no scanned
traced images here From 30p per Clip

ONE WAY

trifpmfo,
INK JET REFILLS

Having used Ink Jet Printers for over 5 )ears, v,e feel we are in a unique
position to provide a First Class Service to all of our Customers We

supply an\ amount of Ink from 20 mis to 500 mls in all Colours For  Bulk
Buyers we can provide single refills from as little as little as 80pence
, Trade Enquiries welcome
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Unlike some of the cheap and cheerful Font
CDs doing the rounds, our Fonts WORK!

Select from over 4000 Fonts in both
COMPUGRAPH1C & ADORE andleave

the rest up to us. Fonts from 30p each
For Bulk Buyers we offer some very

special deals with Fonts from 7p each
We have been in business 5intx 1991 and

pioneered the Pic n Mix concept. Our
service is unique with a TECHNICAL

IIELPLINE for all of our valued Customers
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For your FREE 48 Page Information Pack,
either Write, Phone. or Fax us.

SELECTAFONT (Dept AC)
84 Thorpe Road, Hawkwell, Nr Hockley, Essex. SS5 4.11

FAX: 01702 200062 1111"111 4 : 1 2  PHONE: 01702 202835
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budget

PUBLISHER
G u i ld h al l  Leisure
DEVELOPER
C D S

DISKS
2
HD INSTALL
Yes
SUPPORTS
A  I A m i g a s

From the com m and
control  display you can
view your  com m unication
Status and al ter  it
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There ar e a num ber  of ways to set up attacks.
Using planes and submar ines ar e just a few

DS a re  a  co mp a n y wh o  a re  qu ite
well k n o wn  a mo n g  m a n y  A mig o
owners f o r  t h e i r  p re v io u s  w a r /
strategy g a me s.  The ir o t h e r t it les
include Action Stations, Blitzkrieg and

White Death. Bravo Romeo Delta, the ir b rand
new g a me ,  h a s  just  b e e n  re le a se d  a n d  I t
includes all kinds of new strategic elements that
differ from the first attempts.

Guildhall Leisure ore set to release this before
winter, a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  s e c o n d  re le a se ,
Subversion, and both of them will set you back a
mere £9.99. However, th e  question is. will they
include enough  ta ct ica l d e p th  t o  ke e p  yo u
going through the coming winter months'?

The id e a  behind the  g a me  is to  take  co m-
plete contro l o f  the  US strategic forces wh ich
Include ICBMs, SLBMs, SSBNs and Bomber Bases.
There are  a  series o f  nuclear warheads a imed
for t h e  US A ir Bases a n d  yo u r jo b  is o n e  o f
responsibility - to launch a limited attack to pre-
vent the  warheads reach ing the ir designated
targets.

The ma in  menu screen is d ivided Into quar-
ters, and  each one takes you to another screen
of a t tack assessments or nuclear strike plans -

'
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From here you can access al l  k i nd of menus
,  w h i c h  wil l  l ead you to sot up your  cam paign
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Reviewed by Andy Ma d d

covering a  d if fe rent p a rt  o f  t h e  g a me .  No t
being a  n u cle a r/wa r/st ra te g y f a n  I  wa sn ' t
really looking  fo rwa rd  t o  p lough ing  through
menu after menu just looking for a  wa y to  fire
some weapons. However, a f te r loading it  up I
was quite impressed with the depth within Bravo
Delta Romeo.

There's no doubt that the game  was written
by someone wh o  has researched e a ch  part,
studying it  in g rea t detail. They quite obviously
know what they're  talking abou t  and  seem to
have ach ieved the right b lend o f strategy and
tactics. The notorious prob lem tha t  ca n  occur
with these strategy games is the  fa ct  tha t the
programmer includes all sorts o f  nonsense that
cannot b e  understood. B ra vo  Ro me o  De lta
includes a  manua l tha t explains every part  of
the game. After a few minutes, you'll p ick up all
the stra tegy ja rgon  a n d  soon b e  processing
attack waves.

I c a n  fu lly understand i f  p e o p le  tu rn  their
noses up a t Bravo Romeo Delta -  it 's certainly
not the most popular genre but it does appeal
to a  minority g roup  wh ich  should b e  ca te red
for.

Having said that, even the small minority may
not b e  a b le  t o  p u t  u p  with  t h e  un t idy a n d
appalling graphics that are very difficult to see.
Even the icons loca ted  on  the le ft side o f  the
screen are very blurred and have no graphical
picture a t tached . You will have  t o  ch e ck the
manual a few times just to recap on which icon •
does what.

In t e rms o f  w a r  a n d  stra tegy, t h e re  a re
no o th e r g a me s t h a t  immed ia te ly spring  t o
mind, so I think it's quite safe to  say that Bravo
Romeo De lta  is the  best o f  its genre  -
despite the o d d  graph ica l glitches here
and there.



Subliersion
ou o re  co mma n d e r o f  the  subma-
rine 'Na u t i lu s  a n d  y o u r  missio n
objectives a re  t o  loca te  a ll e n e my
within the area and destroy them.
Subversion is the second release by

Guildhall Leisure in troducing th e  wartstra tegy
approach. a n d  is on ly slightly mo re  a rca d e y
than Bravo Romeo Delta. You are given a huge
oattlefield p l a y  a re a  i n  t h e  mid d le  o f  t h e
screen, and  all the options are loca ted around
the edge of the screen. These range from firing
torpedos to  checking  your status and  looking
for other subs in the vicinity.

The game is basically self-explanatory and a
huge session w i t h  t h e  ma n u a l  isn ' t  re a l ly
required. All the menus and options are located
at the t o p  o f  the  screen, making  it  very user-
friendly. The on ly annoying facto r tha t  is bun-
dled with  the  p a cka g e  is the  co d e  protection
wheel. A series of numbers are presented to you
and you must find the corresponding letters and
match th e m with  some more  numbers on  the
reverse side. I t  wou ld  have  been  okay, b u t  it
takes a while before you finally work it out -
especially with a case sensitive code  wheel.

The main  display in the centre of the screen
displays a re a s  o f  c o mb a t  a n d  loca t ions o f
enemy ships, la n d  and  subs. No t  on ly d o  you
have to destroy enemy ships, but avoiding and
destroying mines is p re t ty mu ch  a  secondary
mission objective.

The g raph ics a re  fa irly simple, b u t  the re 's
more than enough depth  and  tact ica l g a me -
play - in fact. Subversion does become repeti-
tive and boring after a while, because you hap-
pen t o  stumble  upon  th e  same a t tacks ove r

The m ap shows al l  the locations of
then enemy. Make  sure you choose
a r oute that steers clear  of mines

and over again
If you wan t  a  good, serious submarine simu-

lation then  I  suggest you  ch e ck ou t  Sub Wa r
2050. I t  has the  same amoun t  o f  tacfi cs a n d
gameplay as Subversion but the graphics stand
out so much further. It's like an underwater flight
sim and gives you an exciting role to play

As it stands. Subversion is an innovative Idea
with p len ty o f  cha llenge  t o  ke e p  yo u  go ing
quite a  wh ile .  I f  yo u  c a n  p u t  u p  wit h  t h e
appalling graphics a n d  the  small mino r g ripe
about the  co d e  wheel, then  I ca n  rec-
ommend Subversion on ly t o  submarine
admirers.

Created by Captain Bytess Bit Shop
Amiga Conversion by Daryl Schroeder

PUBLISHER
G uildhal l  Leisure
DEVELOPER
CDS
PRICE
£ 9 9 9
DISKS

HD INSTALL
Yes
SUPPORTS
All A m i g o s

Al though SubVersion contains
some nice intr oduction
screens, the  ga m .  i tsel f is
cer tainty not of a professional
standar d
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SYSTEM

Level 1 ETQFJXXD Level 4 FYQQP)<EF
EXQEJXDC GCQCRXWB

Level 2 FBQDDXRE GGQKIXVF
FFQCVXIA Level 5 GKQJYXDI
FJQCHX0M GOQJFXBK

Level 3 FNQAYXHI GSQFDXZA
FRQYCXVL
FLIQTBXQETB

hints & tips

Terminator 2
This game too hard for you?
Skip o ve r those  leve ls b y
pausing the game, pressing
Fl to  Fla  fire, then Esc

Jungle Strike
Stuck i n  th is strategic b last? Try these le ve l
codes:

Return home
River raid
Training ground
San Puloso city
Sub attack
Mountains
Snow fortress
Night strike
End screen

N7RL7JK3BPY
IG3IGDBR9C9
96PBLHZJF4L
VHJ94MC7JLN
RSMKVSPGC7X
7CR94SPGC7V
WPYV4F3BRG3
XMCRLGEDY6G
1196YRWT7Y6

• • • • •

Top game! Top codes!

Impossible Mission 2025

Level codes! What a surprise!

Shark Fishing
Pal in dome
Twenty angry men
Mind the hippos
Brass Rumblings
Red aldng

IMAGO
TIBUPOW
ARGUS
MARTEN
SOCKIN
GANNPAY

Pointless but true: type
on th e  password scre
ever-so-slightly superior
of the old 'copter.

In FRAMPAGE
en t o  fl y a n
plane instead

Level se lect: t y p e
GOLDFISH o n  t h e
title screen, then Fl
to F6 while playing!

Chaos Engine
If you still ca n ' t  g e t  anywhere in  this game
you're a  bit sad really, bu t  that's what we're
for, eh? These codes will sort you out:

World 2 with infinite money
World 3 with infinite money
World 4 with infinite money

GVVCH5DMS7#N
V35076X6S7WH
6UCDXU25S7V2

AIR (CD32)
tr- 11  •  .

otRIP11- fl
V

Annoyed because you  ca n ' t  p lay those later
tracks (like  Space  a n d  A lien  Planet) in  two -
player mode? Fret no morel All you have to do is
reach them on  one-player mode, lose a  race,
enter your name  as ATR, then  you  ca n  select
them in two-player mode. Wahey!



Top Gear 2

One Player (sigh.) Two players (no, please. n000)

Britain )PM) +VSL PN13 47G%) 743HH Britain 6SBJ #D1S HMMW 341%V NLJI-177
Canada HLF6 8,JHJ GBLV 23J+1 MHG646 Canada LCBQ 38QT 12HSR LGF55
Egypt )FB3 55#2 HNPB M315) 521FF Egypt L2OB 59B2 N#91 C7N%T PLJ88
France 165W 2B%Y $B4R M34DQ FI3%11 France %VPC GPM 5BOD )67MYWN ((
Germany HISS B2SR ARS 3M977 521FF Germany (CBS PYLW QPP7 1QRSH
Greece GPLC GLGS MQTN Greece 273M S79M TB13 FFGMY
India WNJB FHY6 %34V G9PMM JED44 India 4TN+ 3L%M GN67 LLMR4 JFD44
Ireland 51FS B#5L#FTR 8(RIT EIS)VV Ireland (TP% 4)8B 3DLB JI948 P1188
Italy C%DV GS6S PC3Y3 JF1344 Italy LBWP Rl%ft 1(L4 LH1GF#76MM
Japan G9NF J22( P%1?1 SGM46 NJH77 Japan (T94 6TC2 #2T( TBP(# 1VT%%
Scandinavia J2FS BMLQ CQ%J)FL35 MHG66 Scandinavia 6Q83 563N OLSM #T7ML +(#PR
South America CG#4 7F6D YBHC T1452 NJH77 South America 1572 4119 i36#1 G7C21 MHG66
Spain S082 5Q1I (MV9 84#1V HDC33 Spain 9512 4HY# LDSW D5%YW JF044
Switzerland %7VM QS5Y 2NPV %2IFB 743HH Switzerland NWJR VC29 34-GI 6N3GF#76MM
USA WQ%9 )P6G HLM4 2QVYT GCB22 USA 82NW 14HF QIQF 6N3GI#76MM#7

I've heard of annoyingly long and complicated level codes before, but this is ridiculous It's bad enough
for the gamesplayer, but I hove to spend years checking them as well. AAAARGHI

Alien Breed

Press CAPS LOCK on the player
select screen and Its extra lives
ahoy!

Alien Breed

Let's face it - this game is hard.
Don't panic:

Level 2 3 5 3 8 2 8
Level 3 1 0 8 3 8 3
Level 4 L 3 7 0 1 0 1
Level 5 9 8 2 8 2 2
Level 6 8 4 7 4 6 4
Level 7 7 3 7 3 7 3
Level 8 9 2 8 1 2 2
Level 9 2 6 7 3 6 4
Level 10 193831
Level 11 0 9 0 9 2 1
Level 12 3 0 9 8 3 8
Level 13 101221
Level 14 1 0 3 9 9 2
Level 15 998112
Level 16 125332
Level 17 091233

ICBM
SKYSCRAPER
LOADSADOSH
TELESCOPE
LEMING
ICEMAN

C-7et-oLit 1auses 1
Stuck on a particular game? Martin Shenton (our resident
work experience lad) helps you out of your pit of despair

K240

Type these on the main view screen then press return:

get four of every satellite and missile! Wow!
cuts down that construction time
hmm...I wonder what this one does..
shows all the asteroids •
adds 50 to the population
stops all the asteroids, literally!

• db

"
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Robocop 3
Hold down r ight shift and
type THE DIDDY MEN in the
game to become invincible,
After this you can press Esc

to skip to the next level. 4 1

Beavers
When th i s  c h e e k y  l i ttl e
game begins, type M G M -
BIGB and you can skip levels
by pressing F2.

Mr Blobby
Why Millennium thought
they needed that fat pink
blob o f  pure ev il t o  pro-
mote this perfectly  good
game is beyond me, but
here are the codes if  you
need them:

Level 1 B A B E
Level 2 0 0 A H
Level 3 D A K D
Level 4 E M E A
Level 5 F L A F
Level 6 G G A K
Level 7 H A A J
Level 8 B A J M
Level 9 D A S L
Level 10 F T A N
Level 11 G O A S
Level 12 A A O B
Level 13 0 0 B I
Level 14 D B L D
Level 15 E N E B
Level 16 W I N
evel 1
7 
G
G
B
L

Level 18 A L K B
Level 19 B B J N
Level 20 O K B Q
Level 21 D B T L
Level 22 E V M B
Level 23 G O B I
Level 24 A A D O
Level 25 0 0 0 J
Level 26 D U M B
Level 27 E 0 E 0
Level 28 F N O F
Level 29 H O H L
Level 30 B O J O
Level 31 D O U L
Level 32 E W M O
Level 33 G O O U
Level 34 H O P T
Level 35 A A E D
Level 36 B D B H
Level 37 O O D K
Level 38 F O D F H D H M
Level 39 B D J P
Level 40 D D V L
Level 41 E X M D
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'Virtual
Karting is fully
texture
mapped and
aims for this
latest 'virtual'
style
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A 3 0  view will  give an impressive
feel ing of speed

1118,

TM are a  new company to the Amiga
market a n d  un fortunate ly th e ir fi rst
game. Touring Ca r Challenge, le f t  a
black mark against their name, receiv-
ing pitiful review scores. However, their

forthcoming release, Virtual Karting, looks likely to
redeem th e ir repu ta t ion  a n d  un like  mo s t  o f
today's rather predictable race-'em-ups, this title
takes the form of a Go-Kart racing game.

Virtual Korting is fully texture mapped and aims
for this latest 'virtual* style. Two views ore available
- a  2D overhead angle where you can zoom in or
out, o r a  'beh ind the  kart ' 3D angle. Both work
pretty well so far and the 3D angle gives a  good
impression o f  speed. whereas the 2D overhead
gives more of a tactica l style of game.

There are three tracks available, one is the sim-
ple figure o f  eight style, another a  taxing windy
track, a n d  the  last o n e  is fo r the  experts on ly
because as well as hairpin bends and sharp cor-
ners, yo u  a re  in  danger o f  falling
into the water surrounding most of
the track. Overall, three tracks d o
sound qu ite  limiting, b u t  OTM a re

•  p ro mis in g  upda te  disks a t  a  la te r
date. Another limitation cou ld  b e
that it  doesn't have a  two-player head-to-head
mode but even so, it  still seems like a  fun g a me
that looks original.

The g o me p la y fee ls ve ry responsive a t  th is
stage a n d  is  e a sy t o  con t ro l.  G a m e  sp e e d
depends on your machine, and  with a  standard
Al200 you  ca n  e xp e ct  25 frames p e r second.

•  Ho we ve r,  with an accelerator you can double this
to 50 frames per second.

Sound effects a re  also fairly realistic and  a re
close to  the real thing. and  a  quite accep tab le
intro tune gives quite a  polished feel. What also
looks n ice is a  'Fly-by he licop te r preview o f the
tracks.

Control of the game is either by digital joystick,
mouse, o r  ana log joystick. The p layer ca n  also
choose whether to race in a 100cc kart or 125cc,
and ma n u a l  o r  a u t o ma t ic  g e a rs  a r e  a ls o
user-definable.

Unfortunately, t h e  screenshots d o n ' t  d o  t h e
preview much justice. Due to the graphics mode
they d o n ' t  grab all that well, bu t they'll g ive you
some sort o f  an idea anyway. The game  is AGA
only and is due for release this month.

With the  over head m od.
you can z oom in or  out

Options ar e qui te gener ous a l though ther e
is no head-to-head m ode at this s tagevirTual By TinaHa e
Karting

Virtual Kar ting al ready looks qui te
professional ly pr esented

We ore going to be seeing a lot more of OTM
in t h e  n e a r future. Planned f o r la te  '9 5  is
Starfighter. a  'g round  breaking ' shoot- ' em-
up. League Monitor is also in  deve lopment
and is a  football application package  which
allows the user - either home user or profes-
sional club  - to  enter data. Features include
full le a g u e  tables, f o rm gu ide, a n d  results
prediction. On the more serious side they are
about to release PowerBose v3.5, their Amiga
database package.
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WEMBLEY EXHIBITION HALL I
21, 28, 29 OCTOBER 1995
DON'T MISS THE OPPORTUNITY
TO SAVE EEE's
BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!

•
PAST HOE

TICHET TYPE ON IKE 011
1
1

PRICE
ROVNICER

PRICE

CHILDREN ES 00

Log on. hook  up or plug into the Information Superhighway. Whichever way you want to enter this new world.
Acorn World '95 promises to be the best event of the year. Come and get real. hands-on exper ience of all the latest
desktop products. Learn from the experts at the live theatre presentations. See the revolution in home services being
created by  Acorn's "Set-Top Box" technology . Plus jugglers. face painting, a games  arcade, competitions  with prizes.

A FREE creche and over 100 exhibitors showing what's new and exc iting in the world of IT.

Acorn •WORLD

toTrzy
zoy

SPONSORFD R VACORN USER

NAME
ADDRESS

• • • 40
.

 OF
IICNETS IMOUNT

TEL
All (beques mode poyebk le
kots Nod.
Meese (Own yomr Inching
form to:
ACORN MKT
13 DENINGTON ROAD
WILLINGSOROUGH
NORTHANTS NHS 211I

WEMBLEY EXHIBITION HALL I
21, 28, 29 OCTOBER 1995
DON'T MISS THE OPPORTUNITY
TO SAVE EEE's
BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!
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T h e  p o lyg o n  g r a p h ics t h a t
f e a t u re  in  t h e  e xt e r n a l  v ie w s
are l ooki ng qui te spectacular

g race around
many different
European
countries and
gather enough
points to top
a league
containing five
other drivers,

110

Ince the success of Geoff Crammond's
Formula One Grand Prix, Amiga owners
have b e e n  crying  o u t  f o r a  sequel.
Unfortunately, it  was announced it will
only b e  developed exclusively for the

PC. Now, a  company willing to take on the chal-
lenge o f  crea t ing  a  similar version a re  Kellion
Software - a new company whose debut game is
looking mightily impressive,

Leading Lap has been in development since
December o f  last year. Almost 12 months have
passed and  hopefully they will have studied the
competit ion a n d  p la n  t o  t ry  a n d  a t t ra c t  t h e
Christmas crowds as well as having the premium
arcade racing  game ,  stealing th e  cro wn  f ro m
MicroProse.

You can see from the screenshots that Leading
Lap looks like a  jigsaw - put together by pieces of
other ra c in g  games, Formu la  O n e  Grand  Prix.
Hard Drivin a n d  Sego's arcade, Virtua Racing, all
seem t o  m a k e  s o me  k in d  o f  a p p e a ra n ce ,
graphically.

However, th e  p lo t  behind Leading Lap strays
from these three. The idea is to race around many
different European countries and gather enough
points to  top  a  league containing five other dri-
vers. The drivers will have their own particular per-
sonalities a n d  characteristics so obviously, there
will b e  ma n y  b u d d in g  compute r-like  Mich a e l
Schumachers out there.

There wil l  b e  th re e  a reas t o  ra c e  a round,
namely the racing. country and city tracks, as well
as three different cars -  formula one, ra lly a n d

4 endu rance  - and each one is graphically different
from the previous.

The polygon graphics o re  looking particularly
spectacular, and there is on option to change the
detail f rom trees and  bridges to  large buildings.

I .

a

Final word
Another surprising aspect  is the  speed. I t  is
probably one of the fastest games I have wit-
nessed in this genre. Usually, to make a racing
game fast the graphics are often sacrificed.
Leading L a p  conta ins h igh  de ta iled  b a ck-
ground screens, while still managing to  keep
the speed at a realistic rate.

There are still a few tweaks that need to be
made h e re  a n d  there, b u t  so  far, Kellion
Software c o u l d  p re se n t  a n  o f f e r  t h a t
MicroProse Formula One Grand Prix fanatics
just can 't  refuse

You will also be able to set the angle at which the
external v ie w is observed. This enables you ic
change the view by the press of a button to see
who is a round  you ,  whe reas in  Formula  One
Grand Prix. to  see who is behind and in front yoL
have to toggle the views awkwardly. and eventu-
ally you'd lose control of your own car. This option
Is present too. but it works far better.

In Formula One Grand Prix. there ore three di'•
ferent ang les f ro m wh ich  y o u  c a n  v ie w the
action. With Leading Lap there are more. You can
view from inside the cockpit to anything up to o
zoomed o u t  v ie w -  mu ch  like  Sego's arcade
Virtu° Racing, This particular a rcade boasted all
these ang les and ,  surprisingly, Lead ing  Lap
shaping up to look like a close Amiga version.1Leadin

By Andy Ma d d o ck

0 ' 1 5 ”
,
;P115 :5 T H  0 0 0  : M PH O E H M i  1 5  H P  :

T h is i s  t h e  v i e w  f ro m  in s id e  t h e  c o c k p i t .  A s  yo u
ca n  se e . i t ' s  v e r y  s im i la r  t o  Ag icro Pro se  F 1 G P

This scr eenshot proves w hat a gr aphical
feast Leadi ng t a p is goi ng to be

The  b a ckg r o u n d  s c e n e r y  I s lo o k in g  q u it e
var ied w i th m any trackside obj ects w hi ch
hopeful ly w on't slow the acti on dow n
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System Medical I -
F ran k  N o rd  looks a t  so m e m ag ic  labels
f o r yo u r  d isks a n d  v i d eo  t ap es
Amiga 3D 1 1 5
Ben  Va s t  t akes us t h ro u g h  t h e  st ages
in vo lved  in  creat in g  a  n e w  C D - R O M  c o v e r

2D Paint 1 7
In a  n e w  tutorial,  St eve  Wh i t e  g ives a h elp in g
h an d  w i t h  im p ro vin g  d eskt o p  graphics

Arexx 1 1 9
Paul O veraa  complet es t h e  skelet on  f o rm
fi ll script  w i t h  st em  variab le  exp o su re
COMMS 1 2 1
Phil So u t h  t akes  yo u  t h ro u g h  t h e  b est
search en g in es o n  t h e  I n t e rn e t

Publishing 1 2 3
This m o n t h s  co lu m n  sees Ph i l  So u t h  lo o kin g
at  st ru ct u red  cl ip  a r t  f o r  t h e  A m i g a
Amos 1 2 5
In  a  b last  f ro m  t h e  'past, Pau l  O v e ra a
show s h o w  t o  em u l a t e  o ld  arcad e  g am es
Music 1 2 7
Paul O v e ra a  rev iew s  t h e  L i t t le
G em t w o  ch an n el  au d i o  m i x e r

Video 1 2 9
G ary Wh i t e l ey  sh o w s h o w  real ist ic l ig h t in g
can  m a k e  t h e  d i f f eren ce t o  3 D  ren d er in g

Leading
the way in Amiga

advice, the definitive
guide is back to

keep enthusiasts
fully informed
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2525 - TERM V4.4 030 1/̂  431
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2428 - HO GAMES INSTALLER 4 (f)
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AURAL ILLUSION 2
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2429 - ABYSS DRUGSTORE i r  (2) Silo BIT SAMPLE
2431 - FREEZER LECH ( 1 )
2432 - BOSNISK METALL r  (I)
Ti-ree 7;1 cue very lees!. AGA Demos

PROCESSOR
32 NI processing

2433 - KIDS 7 1 tit 55 manipulations
Ercelent programs tor young 30 Effects inckKing Tore
2434 - BATMAN 3 CARD SET 10'• (1) Stretch. Graphic RI  Mixer &
2435 -STAR GATE CARD SETO. (1) Resonant Filter
2436 - VIRUS CHECKER V6.57111 Compatible with most popular
The very latest virus cl•eccer 8 .
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2437 - INTERNET UT1LS 20(1) WE. AWE. WAV. VCC etc.AnTaik. AmITCOHeiceir. ArriWatth;
Control Pare. GUT Online 0  Meter.
2438 • ESSENTIAL AMINET 7841)
Image FX & lirbStodoti dalatiettes

Improved Synthesised Sound
Editor

(needs !Ciotti:Jail 2 or greater & 2
WACereol. LABow. VestertSO, PARekci Me. of RAM'
Pholegenicat, Prolect146 UND 61: XDM
2439 - PRODO V1.50 (1)
C-rimodoe 54 emulator M O N T  MAGAZINE
2440 - ROM 4 DISK MAG 8
4 2 )Al you neec to know atost the Demo some Following on from where the hon.

sucCeSstel AWFM  109 Ott. INS Nee2442. COMMODORE 6IGANES11101
10 data sIl ot nundreds at C54 genies
2452 • STAR TREK GUIDE 1161
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disk based mag front the Gran
Brcthers is a must for at Amiga

musicians
2458 -
D R  
W
H O  
A t
e l
I V
E R
S A
R Y  
1
(
5
)

E2.50 pe r issu e
Do yr,L tiCh VetD D a le ks were
,

(Issue 7 now ayaitooel

VERY LATEST 14 BEST PD ONLY 80P PER DISK FOR 10+ DISKS
&laNED V6

135.00
95% -  Amiga  Shopper

94% C U  M a g a
91% -  Amiga  Use r

9/10 -  Amiga  Computing
New font-sensitive DUI layout.
Loads s a v e s  Sid MIDI Ides,

Supports RAW. 'FF. AIFF,
WAVE. M AUD samples

(mono & stereo)
Save mods as executable Ides

Supports Aura sampler and
Toccata sound board

(Requires Ksckstad 2 oi greater
and 1 5  Meg Ram)

r. 1. 12 t  2 50
Latest issue  of the M ED
Users Group Disk mag.
Essential reading for a ll

ColaMED users
15..5 6  to 10 a lso available)

HEN - LOON - if&
LOOM is an exciting depaiture

from Me normal methods el Amiga
music production I t is a hybrid
between a sink* . yet powerful

visual procyamming language and
a composition system

Sa n *  music OBJECTS are
assembled together arid modified

with various mathematical
functions including data from
Chaos Theory & Fiactals etc

(Needs 4 Meg of RAM'

UTILITIES
1310 COPIERS UNLIMITED (1) N
Excetkent collection of coolers
2082 DOPUS COMPANION (I )
A must for all users
1997 FINAL WRITER PATCH (1)
Speed UP FW v3  by up to ICO%
2273 GOLD ED 3 l  (1 )
Comprenenstve text editor 1140 mg)
2009 HARD DRIVE I fi lLS 1(2)
Aback lip Fin Oak. VC, Click Dos 2
ReOrg, Toots Daemon. Mr Back Up
2000 IMAGE STUDIO V2 I  (2)
Image rooms°, arid cowersion seckace
1200 KICK V1.3 (1)
Get those old prcsrams natio on p•ii A500
1719 UON KING CLIPARI  (3)
Colourful chpart from the Disney
1344 MAGIC WORKBENCH 11" 111
Jazz up your WEI ne e ds HD
788 MESSY SID 2 (I  )
Amiga ,  PC convertor
1261 N  COMM V3 (1)
Classic comers package
2295 -  PC TASK V3.I  * "' (1)
Demo of Me latest PC Emulator
1318 PRINTER DRIVERS (1)
Canon ELI. HP Desteet Ricoh LPIZCO
966 SID 2 (1)
Directory utility
2162 SPONDUUK 5 I  i t  I
Powerki personal accounts system
2321 Ts MORPH Va.1 1(1)
Professional morpring program

WINE MEM PACK
ID Disks pocked full of

quality Imagine objects
cayenne many subjects
something for everyone

C8. 00

OctsMED NODS PACK 8
Hundreds of modules from

the Med Users Group
members collection

10 disks per pack. 10 vols
currently available

E8. 00 per  set

2323 AUTO STEREOGRAle V48 ( I )
Prorkre Stare: ran pKtures
2325 CANON PRINT STUDIO I  11)
2326 ZEMEX 1(1)
Excoiloriiparne gariri
2327 THIRD DIMENSION 15(1)
Lainsi ,
isk 
M a  
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' l l
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n  
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2321 T I O N  ( I )
ImPels
,
ve  
g a
m e s

2332 TEMPLE OF DECREASE I  (1 )
1 rad ••••,a•c AGA Derno
2333 SPACED OUT (1 )
Jetra 1•,1 tw, excellent platform games
2334 NIBBLE I  DI
Colourful aculderdash clone
2335 EXCELLENT CARD GAMES III r  (1)
Pool CLara. Cows. Scorisr & %poke
,2334 COARSE ANGLER *121
E tearer* coarse fiehrg garreverniator
2332 MANDALA (I)
;recta! Generator
2331 FEARS 1 0" 111
One e e l oemo ot nw repressive game
2340 DOPUS IfIlLS VOI. 2(1)
Various Allies for use with D'Cous
2341 CHANEGUES (2 )
Exoellant game -  waist out temminsi
2343 Mill DEVELOPERS KIT 111
2341 PAGESTREAM 3H UPDATE (2)
2347 CHILDREN cupArrr (a)
M JCLIt0al 01 Chl3rer
23181 VENUS CARD SET a (1 )
2350 ADVANCED D&O CARDSET P111
2351 REM & STIMPY CARD SET P it)
2352 DOOM 2 CARD SET 0.(1)
2353 ASTERIX CARD SET ( 1 )
2354 GREYHAWK CARD SET 0 .(1 )
2355 KATHY IRELAND CARD SET P  II)
2354 RECORD COVERS CARD SET 0.41)
2357 SREET FIGHTER 7 CARD SET r  II)
2351PM/1E41 AND(RSON CARD SET P (I)
2352 An t i CARD SET 4
' I I )Nate Card Sets teethe** ad se ark) tor
tale Oh Omits V3 or Dekue Cant Gam
2389 IMAGINE OILIECTS 211)
DIncsat,r1• *)005 I a te  AO imagine 29
2361 RITE EIEPCRE DIAS CAM Se  81 (1)
Use Oh kiendneOotae Cal) Game
2374-MAGIC VillECTRAS11P 12)

Af200 ONLY
2059 ASI RX DISK 3(1
)Mc
,
e  
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x
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1885 AGA UTILITIES (3)
ilencL74, PPShow. Veatee. M INK
Foos VGA DoitifaX, Plasma icon
Waco DAM Gat. H a rre
,
We g . C h i c k
16111Al200 HD SET UP 111
41200 HD mac disk
2268 BIG GIRLS 2 (X) (3)
Well presented 20 -
P a g e  3 "  
p i c s
2180 ECSTACY (I )
Excellent AocURaoe demo
2272 FINAL WRAPPER V3 (1)
Venous Macros for Final Writer
2257 GREEN DAY 131
HD.ha format - Excellent Megedemo
2173 ITCHY SC R ATC Y 4 (X) (1)
A must for all Simpsons tans -  sickl
2251 MAN ON THE MOON (4)
Reg HII4 Meg Fast.'2 Meg Chip to run
this very powertul AGA Dom
2330 -  MELCHOIR
HD.64.4eg Irroressrve Demo ire Ithreli
2325 MOMENTS111
Stunning •val presented AGA Demo
2092 11.1-1.1. V2.3 (1)
Magic User Interlace -  the format
2318 roots 2(1)
Irhotessrvo Demo from Sanity
2314 SUN SLIOESHOW 111
Shinning Fantasy piclures
2319 WALLACE 6 WW1  CARDSET II)

MAGIC WORKBENCII
EXTRAS PACK 2

Packed full of Backgrounds.
Icons etc. for Magic W.S.

IVols 1 or 2 -10 disks per set)
E8. 00 per  set

C0 FOOTS PACK 9
Over 250 Compugraph.
lords (Volt or Vol 2 I .
-CksisS per Sell lot WO 2 A

Wordwodh 24. Page
3 etc

E8. 00 per  set

NIPS ONLY -110.00
Origina lly due  for comme rcia l re lease this

brilliant colle ction ot educational a ctivitie s is
now only ava ilable  from Seasott
COLOURING PAD . I -SPY, PAI RS

DOT 2 DOT, PICTURE SLIDE.
MUSIC M AKER & WORD SEARCH

Each colourful a clivity has va rious skill
leve ls ma king this title  idea l for kids of a ll

ages.

Demo ve rsion -  PO D isk No 2282 (1)

2376 - MAGIC WB EXTRAS 12 I  (2 )
Vanokis extras For Magic Workbench
notating Icons. Backdrops sic
2376 • STEREOPTICON (I)
PP0r1sZe tn.* slowscopc pclures
2379 - NOTEBOOK (1)
Fouble al pJedrse crgrthimr
2380- OCWINLOACIER (1)
2. new forts Iv use with 24 pal clot
trains gimlets or compatible limners.
2311. BALLS (I)
Vim. presented Shareware Lottery
predictor sued or prevous numteps -The test I have seen to date.
2312 -SEVERED HEADS r  ( 4
Graphic achenicire game. alue only
2393 - BATTLE SHIPS (I)
'raditional 1 ur 2 olayt
, 
b a w d  ; a
r m s

2384 • AMIGA DOS GUIDE I  (1)
Compehensve Arriqi 0O4 giode
2315 - DEVILS ABODE (X) t  (1)
3.1Gmphic Advergure game

PIPSHAREIVARE PRICES
1 disk - E1,50, 2 to 4 disks - E1.25, 5 to 9 disks - 0.00.

10 to 19 disks -  80p. 20+ disks -  75p
Prices per Otsk Slumber ot data sisswe in brackets

Idlers marked I  anti not work on ANDO rtit 2N1 31. ,  will not work on A500•A8430;
SI am ststable to' over 16s only

2116 - TINY TOONS CLIPART111
Mono Open el your favounle characters
2387 - WORDS Y2-3 (1 )
Spel darker tot ISpel &Odd Ed lha brral
2388- MR GREEDY 11)
befsle01S
.
.0ry 
t o o k  
t o r  
r u
n g  
k a
t s

2319 • CMS TRU 6 a.
5 excellent Ociarrel
2310 - AUENS COPIRDE/MAL
MULTIMEDIA s. (9)

lists w o w  alth illeneSifig 'acts
2398 -BATTLESHIPS
Traces:raj 1 cc 2 player crowd gem
M K -THIRD DIMENSION 168(1)
Le1e51 30 Can Kit users ask mag
2401 -MO SAMPLER UMLS 46(11
various convelors rippers e t
2402 -  BANK MANAGER ( 1 )
Bankno program

LATEST CD-ROM's
free postage packing (UK only!

AGA EXPERIENCE
ADULT SENSATIONS
ADULT SENSATIONS 2
AMINET 7
AMINET SET 1 (quad)
AMOS PO V2
ASSASSINS COLLECTION 2
C64 SENSATIONS
FRESH FONTS 2
GRAPHICS SENSATIONS
HOTTEST AMIGA MEGA DEMOS
HOTTEST 5
ISO/I? BIT COMPENDIUM 2
MULTIMEDIA TOOLKIT 2
PROFESSIONAL I FRPCX 2
SOUNDS TERRIFIC
SOUND & GFX WORKSHOP (double)
SPECTRUM SENSATIONS 2
UPD GOLD (quad)
WS ANIMATIONS (doubt's)
ZOOM

£20.00
CI 7.50
£17.50
£1350
E25.00
E17.50
E17.50
E17.50
El 7.50
E17.50
£17.50
E17.50
E17.50
E22,50
£17.50
E17,50
E17.50
E17.50
£25.00
£17.80
E17..50

OTHER CD-ROIMS AVAILABLE
PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS

ASSASSINS CANES
PACK 3

Desks lull or the
very talt91 Games

from the A
,  
' I S  
g r o
u p

£ 8 . 0 0

CM PIECES PACK ID
450 files oi various caps,

drum loops etc in  arlusic•X
(10 casks), Amiga MIDI (9

c5sk0 and PC MIDI I.9
disks) formats

e8. 00 per  set
ipiease Mare termer mowed)

SOFT Inc er

EDUCATIONAL PACK 4
lc Disks packed with
various Educational

programs aimed at young
children
£8. 00

DISNEY CLIPART NICK ft
al Mono &

IFF Clipartforrn Donald
Duck to the L K  trsl

E8.00

2403 • WAC Amos SPECIAL N . (1)
Amos diSk nag - a mast for ernes LISSYS
2404 -ZONE READER to (1)
A Lathy kx Amos programmer's
2105 - EMOTIONAL CONFLICT I '  (1)
Impressive Graphic Adventure game
2405 H P LASER JET 4 DRIVER (I)
LI4 Boost Minonnts HP4L Control
2407 - CMS TRAX 7 0 (1)
5 Eimeterri OctaMED Modules
2408 - MULTWISION 91(1 )
Ar•Pro, DPx, ChipPip, GrxGcn, Delon
2409 - MULTIVISION 104(1)
AGracCon; X  Aga. Rock I A,  J1 ,
2410- MULTIPRINT 58(1)
Mniprint. Near. ka4.04rint
TapeCover, Prmera Printers: Epson
FX A LX, 550CForas, LH Boost
2411 -DISK HELPERS 0(1)
icourage.East/WS. Fulflerch Wasted
Tem. TooiNtar CkerRact HD Slam
laelisPast. CalClock,SeenCopy Chink*

Cyttereec A8/01ey: DeoPnt2
2412-DISK HIELPOR lb  a (I )
CEIX MET XlItt testi, tWt Smr V i c e
1.0.FrdCrucit,093Lfos ResRcrn SerfAcuse
2413 • AUDIO MAGIC 140(1)
Sample Scanner, Mcdtasmp
MiniPlay. Intetplay2, CDTV Player
2414 - AUDIO MAGIC 15 # (1)
HMO PIP/P. CO player So2Mo S
p n p hFlo Ray' 6. Raven:11a XPev 88
2415 • OFFICE HELPER 48 (1 )(1)
Amigo Dare 0 .x. Fie RmSSEnsart. Ints2 i6
2418 - PAMELA ANCERSON (X) OA (2)
10 excellent pots 04 famous inocjal
2418 - CLAUD% SCHIFFER (x)or. (3)
Stunning pics I  !Ns teauhlul woman
2521 -  M E WORDS a• (1)
NF A DO '
,
la g  
•  I
-
I P P
O N  
r e
a c
i m
g

2322- TERM V4.41(3)

SAMPLES PACK PACK 5
diSkS packr- ti with

quality Samples for you,
favour.% Music packeiti-

(Slate IFF or RAW)
£8. 00

°detail 4 PACK 12
6 disks including the funversion of this AS00 com-
patible music program,

manual, samples & mixt
Wes to get you started

E5.00

Please remember to aod The following Postage & Packing charges:
50p to orders tor P.D./Licenceware only (E1.50 Europe. £3.00
or £100 it your order includes other items (Europe & R.O.W. at cost).

Please make cheques/postal orders payable to SEASOFT COMPUTING and Send to:
Seasoft Computing, (Dept AC). Unit 3, Martell° Enterprise Centre,

Courtwick Lane, Littlehamptcon, West Sussex BN17 7PA
or telephone

(01903) 850378
10 00aM to 7 00pm Mon-Fri (to 5pm Sat) Callers by appointment only please

2403 CHMS111A OADERSON STORES (
3
)
Fano,s stores -7eXt bock on dd..
24156 • FINDING THE TRUTH 4
1 3 /Al. the Latest en UFO lincings
2489 • DOS MAN11)
Rel hock la  begrners aria sapient
2470 - N AGE STUDIO 2.1(2)
Latest yerson of Iris extelliart program
2472 -
T H E  
W
O
R
D  
6  
(
1
)

NFA DS* magazine
2473 - AMIGA E V3,2A 4
( 2 )Latest E Compiler 1 ha '017E01
2415 • PICTURE BOOK r( t l)
StJenrig AGA Demo -* p ill a look
2479- ALIEN r  (1)E teeters AGA demo
2480 • SCOUT 1(1)
Compeakiensve System &knew

CANES A
EDUCATIONAL

2121 AZ PAINT PAD (1)
Excellent paint package A-Z pics
2274 FEARS 2 I I" (1)

level demo of Doom style game
2303 HD GAMES INSTALLER 311)
2286 JUMP EM GAME (1)
Commercial quakily plationn game
2312 KLONDWE cacto SETS I " (2)
Firentar San & Rose and Lim for kids
2320 LAST LAP 5(1)
Excellent overhead car (e on game
2275 LETHAL FORMULA A (1)
Excellent Graphic Adventure game
2280 M ASH . GAME I I" (1
a rt of this niortd -
T a n k s
-  v  
•

2209 PERSONAL ANALYSER ( 1 )
Do you know yourself'
)2108 POKER MANIA 11)
Addictive Poker Game
2050 PICTURE MATHS (1)
Simple program make teaming tun
2324 SPRING TIME 0
( 1 )Commercial qualacpunte game1526 WORD FACTORY (1)
Spelling game for young killa
1607 WORLD MAPS CUP ART A-Z (9)
Cciour tip all for DPaint 4 & 5, DTP VicASSASSINS GAMES 1-244 IN STOCK
ASI 240 CalepAt. ihstar. 5.1:et Dileo
A51241 Chna Toes lithensiner Dirk Ahead
ASI 213 Coter eater: Hçh Mean, Tiles

AWOKE VIREO POKER
8 BLACKJACK PACK 6
to disk pack with these

excellent card games for
Al200 IHID required). Witha number of card sots

E8.00

OLANOUR PACK 11
IS disks packed with AGA
beauties from the famous

Body Shop collection
e l  ZOO

11203 only -  not suitable
for anyone under 161

MIDI MODULES
High quality Music
-
X a n d

AmigalIPC MIDI files (state
formal required) produced and
arranged by /Cavan & Garem

Craft
Volume 1 • E15,00

Vol 2  for Ke ys - E10.00
Volume 3 -  E20.00

Dynamite Drums 1 -  E10.00
Dynamite Drums 2  -  E15.00

Call for (Lieber details

MUSIC UTILITIES
1921 EAGLE PLAYER V1.54
Muni litrrial Music plarm 1LHA tOnnt
1452 MIDI TUTORIAL (I )
Problems with MIDI - Help es here
1989 MIDI UT1UTIES VOL 1(1)
1990 MIDI U1IU11E5 VOL 2(2)
loads of useful Midi utilities
1991 MUSIC X UTILITIES VOL 1(2)
Packed with Music x Utilaies
1993 MUSIC X M U T ES VOL 2(3)
Venous Synths Protocols Voice '
PatchWave libraries
2204 OCTAMED V6 DEMO
Non save demo (1 Smog)
2024 PROTRACKER V3,15(1)

.1mt vers,o
, o f  
t h i s  
p o p
u l a r  
t r a
c k e
,

1555 X BEAT PRO III (1)
The very latest Drum Machine
OCTAMED 5 A 6 MONIES

2322 DREAMS OF FLYING (1)
2025 EVOLUTION (2)
2212 NOODLES 311)
2213 NOODLES 4111
2171 OCTAPUSH ROCK 2 (1)
2224 OCTAPUSH WEIRD (1)
2031 THE THIN LINE 11)
We also stock the entire range of Med
User Group Samples and Mods and
loads of other Tracker Modules and
thousands otIFF and Raw samples

i t  SPECTRUM PACK?
10 disks packed with tile

latest Speccy Emuiator and
various Speccy Games.

Take a trip down memory
lane!

E8. 00

OFFICE PACK 14
5 essential tools tor the

3Mali office -  Word
Processor, Database.
Spreadsheet. Forms
Designer & Accounts

£4. 50

Ft COLD COLLECTION
all with printed manuals

GRAC V1.1 -  E6.99
Powedul Graphic Adventure Creator
BLACKBOARD V4 -  E889
Comprehensive Image processor
MAGIC PAINT BOX -E6.99
Paint package especially tor Inds
INTRO TO DOS 2 -  E6.99

Guide and Intro to WB and Amiga Dos
WE STOCK THE ENTIRE F l R AN GE



fflagk lab215
10 don I know if you remember

them. but there used to be
these Magic Drawing tablets

-  they may still exist for all I
know. You could write and draw
on them with the supplied
stylus, your fingernail or a twig
- anything remotely pointy
itally. But the really groovy
thing about them was the fact
that once you had covered
the enure area of the tablet,
you could simply pull this
integral slider across the
surface of the tablet leaving
you with a pristine surface
on which to draw once
more

How does this relate to anything
Amiga-based? Has someone developed a
similar method for clearing the screen in
(Paint? Well no. its a bit more mundane
than that. The Magic Drawing Tablet
approach has been appropriated by a
manufacturer called Re Mark It for their
range of disk video and message labels,
You can write on the blue-ish part of the

-•=11..•••

Time to 'a ssign romokne I  think....

1
1
1
1
M
i
l
i

So, onto other business. I think that this month I should
tell you how to get nd of stuff, rather than putting new
stuff onto your machine. So we wil l  start wit h
unwanted assigns You know how you have a drawer
assigned and you want to get nd of it, but AmigaDOS
brings up an alert saying -
C a n n o t  
d e l e t e  
b i a n d i b l a
h ,

object is in use, • Well, if  you hit the Shell you can
usually get rid of  assigns by typing the assign name
followed by dismount or remove, i.e.;

assigr bt.hdibIab remove

This will usually let you delete the offending directory
Use the Dismount option if it's a device you are uying
to get rid of rather than an assign. Alternatively, if you
have the assign made in your user-startup script, you
can always remove it from there and then reboot.
Assigns aren't usually too problematic to get rid of, but
there are other items that might chew up memory that
you would do well to sort out.

The most important of these is undoubtedly your
ENVARC• directory. Numerous programs use ENV: to
store settings and preferences, programs that you
might no longer use The only way to make sure you

Frank fiord peruses 50M2 niftg labe15 in
addition to the 5age aduke he di5OPII5e5

label using your fingernail or a twig or
whatever, then, when you want to clear
the message, you can put your finger on
the green arrow the green activator
arrow according to the literature) to the

rt\ZI
N o w  th a t' s  m a g i c  h a  s a y s  in
his boot Pouf Donieto w o k*

left of the label and slide your finger
across it to clear the label,

The disk and video labels also have a

Wasting space
aren t wasting valuable system resources is to trawl
through ENVARC. periodically to check for offending
items.

If you are using a fi le manager like DOpus or
Diskmaster you can easily get to envarc: by bringing up
an assigns list. I f  you don' t  have a suitable fi le
management program, you can do the same stuff by
opening a shell window and cd'ing to ENNARC. If shell
frightens you, then the last method of getting there is
to go into your ()refs drawers on your boot.disk (usually
called DHO., HDO, or Workbench.) and have a look for
a drawer called env-archive. This probably won t have
an icon so you•Il need to show all files f rom the
Window menu on Workbench first.

Anyway, by whatever method you reach It you
should eventually find yourself within the ENVARC:
drawer. The only files that are really Important in
EWARC: are contained within the sys drawer, but that
doesn't mean you can go deleting all the other files
Willy fi lly. The files on the Sys drawer are all your

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5

T U T O R I A L

Amiga Medical Part 10

ermanent section on them for you to
make your mark on for posterity, and the
message labels come in two varieties - a
two line variant and a four line version.
The disk labels come ten to a packet for
E2,49, you get five video labels for the

same once, and the small messages labels
are £1.99 for four - the bog message labels
are slightly more expensive at E I 99 for
only two. If you are interested in these,
and I'm sure you are, then get in contact
with the First Computer Centre on 01 13
2319444 immediately to place your order

Workbench preference settings, like the font your
Workbench screen uses. Its resolution, number of
colours, etc.

This is very useful to know If you make a mistake and
save something in Prefs that you can't  use -  for
instance a DEUX screenmode on a 1084 monitor I f
you have clone that then the best you can hope for is a
black screen, but you might damage your monitor. The
thing to do is to boot without a startup-sequence and
cd to sys:prefsienv-archive/sys and delete the file
screenmode prefs. Then you can happily reboot once
more, safe in the knowledge that your Workbench will
boot in four colours on a PAL Hi-res screen which will
be happily displayed on your 1084

Sometimes the preferences stores in EWARC: are
held within their own drawers inside ENVARC. -  this
makes it really easy to see what you are doing. If this
isn't the case. you can always move the questionable
files elsewhere and reboot to see if  the files are
required by any of the programs currently running on
your machine.

Obviously, you will need to run the programs you
have on your drive to be able to check whether the
files you have moved are needed.oponequee i l
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Try Again I   S k i p Error help I  A b o r t
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Avis!able Now
The PAWSTrac microtrackball is designed
to be operated at a fingers touch and is small
enough to fit in your pocket.
Coming this September
The PAWS 600 and 1200 - The Portable
Amiga Workstation Tne PAWS kit
includes case, basic LCD driver Card,
Active color LCD, power unit that can
mount up to two batteries, one battery,
power supply, and trackball. Includes
Link•lt and Cross Dos Pro. No soldering,

Coming in November
The PAWS 3000 and 4000 - Same as the
PAWS 600 and 1200 ino battery support)
but includes our Enhanced Driver Card,
Enhanced Driver Card 1..lpgractot for
ine PAWS - Our latest dnver card will
support Passive Color LCDs and support
most Amiga display modes to include PAL,

The Gecko - The Gecko is an external unit
that plugs into the Amiga's RGB port to use
any standard VGA monitor in most display
modes, even PAL! Comes with cable and
powe
, 
s u
p p
l y ,

1995 Product Line

P.O. Box 1825, Manassas. Virginia 22110
703-330-7290 - Voice, 703-330-5752 - Fax

( AMIGA MUSICIANS!
Specific* de5igned and manufactured for 1152
with the Amiga, we are olea5ed to introduce the
"little gem" Micro Audio Miler and [11 Unit

6 9 . 9 5

Allows you greater control over the sound
when playing the Amiga through an outside
sound system, or  when recording the Amiga
audio output to tape or  DAT.
"The Little Gem is lust the thong to bring
your ArrtigaS Sound out of its shell'
"Give your Arnoga's sound the treatment

deserves".— 83% -  CU Amiga
Battery or mains unit not supplied

Swiveling VAT !merging l e t  cram poste?
Oversees delivery:

E Veal R e e l  of World
Cheques reciMr poste orders only.
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GILLETT MULTIMEDIA
tO Saint Audre y' War, Ely. Cambridge C86 10F

Tei: (01353)669203_ Fax (01353)653371 ..„ ../
1

Ami ga  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5

3,5" IDE Hard Drives
for ANN & MON

at excellent prices
fully installed including your workbench

software, prices include carriage back to you.
Examples:
270Mb 2125.99•360Mb 2133.99
420Mb 2144.99 •540Mb 2161.99
850Mb E195.99•1275Mb2246.99

Please call first for latest offers
• Some A600s may require new ROM to fit hard drives

GCElectronics
COMPUTER WORKSHOP

12 Newmarket Street
Consett, Co. Durham

Tel & Fax: (01207) 502249
• • • • • r m W e r l



1 : 1 1 1 : l y  good friend Errol at

EMComputergraphic
approached me a while ago

and asked if I could produce
some cover artwork for his upcoming CD-
ROM release. I agreed and he sent me some
Sketches of what he thought would be nice. I
played around with the concepts he gave
me and decided that tightWave would
probably prove the best solution for the
building Peeks of the final image

The initial text 'Phase I was the first thing
to deal with. LightWave actually proades
good facilities for converting PostScript type I
typefaces Into 3D objects. albeit not quite as
nice as Imagines for a change, so rather
than having to build the text from scratch I
simply loaded the appropriate font (Jupiter
from the Safari Fonts collection that EMC
sellst and extruded it

I decided to bevel the text as It looked a
bit bland and flat. At this point I checked
with Errol to see what he wanted in terms of
texturing for the text. and surprisingly, he
went for my first choice which I had merely
selected for a test render All this was was a
slightly glossy red for the front, the sample
texture Bumpy Chrome with the bump map
removed for the bevel, and the sample
texture Gradient for the sides of the letters,

I did several test renders of the text at
chfferent angles. but decided it still looked
too flat so I changed the focal length of the
lens to distort the end result a bit more. Errol
clidnt like the jaunty angle I first put the text
at so we settled on the flat front but tipped

Things t o
note

Looking back at the image I produced,
there are certainly some things I would
try if  I had had the time (and might
attempt for Phase 2, 3, etc. if  Errol lets
me'. Firstly, I probably wouldn't make
the cover a  space theme again.
Everybody uses t he same sort  o f
Imagery, and lens flares are getting so
cliched these days. The second thing is
that I  might  have relied more on
Photoshop to speed up the rendering
process. Motion blurs, lens flares and
lighting effects are all easy to achieve in
Photoshop and take a lot less time than
me effects rendered by LightWave

Having said that, I  wasn't overly
nampered by  a deadline f or this
commission, so I didn't need to save
time. Lastly. it  pays to try and extend
your software collection. Had I only
been able to use LightWave and ADPro
for this cover image. it would have been
a lot more bland than it currently is.

Ben 1105t talli5 U5 through a recent COMMi5510F1
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back style that graces me cover now.
For the background, which was rendered

separately, I set up a scene using the random
stars object which comes with LigeitWave a
pair of lights lone to provide a fill, the second
for the lens flare' and sortie objects These
object3 were based upon the content of the
CD-ROM and consisted of several pictures
and objects made from fonts.
RATIOS IMO (HMS

to retain the aspect ratio of the pictures. I
made their object the same size in
centimetres as the pictures were in pixels. I
distorted the lens for the camera once more,
although not to the same extent I had used
for the text and shifted the camera back a
bit To get the stretched out star effect. I
turned on particle blur and gave it a high
percentage, then I jumped to frame five and
moved the camera back towards the centre
of me scene. At the same time I brought the
text and picture objects out from the centre
to see if motion blur would look nice
Unfortunately, motion blur looked anything
but nice, but the particle blur seemed to
work really nicely.

I composited the Phase I text onto a Lo-
res preview of the background so that Errol
could get some idea of what I was trying to
do. He liked the base idea but suggested
some improvements, including a couple of
flying CDs to go alto Erse over to ram home
the point of the artwork. So I re-rendered.
Eventually, through trial and error, we came
to agree how the end result would look

Now that I had completed the building
blocks for the image. I rendered them once
mole, this time at a higher resolution.
Because a CD cover isn't MI that large, I only
rendered the images at 'high resorunon,

rather than jinni' This obviously took a lot
less time to render. hopelutly without
showing in the final print. I ended up with
an image that was about a thousand pixels
square for the background

I had done the early compositing in
ADPro, rarnich was fine for the purpose at
that level, but for the final artwork I decided
to fire up Shapeshifter and use Photoshop
on the Mac. Photoshop is what IrrsageFtX
should, and perhaps wilt be The most

Caption re quirod
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Amiga 3D Part 7

important feature for me was Photoshop's
facility for multiple, independent layers in
the same picture. This meant I could have
separate, discrete Mements, like the Phase I
logo. the normal text that appears on the
cover. the background, and the glow as
indMduaily editable pictures

This allowed me to play around with
scaling Me Phase I logo and its placement
on the background, without needing to
keep reloading the picture I also resorted to
using Ouark XPress for the layout of the CD
on the page because PageStrearn I N
cannot print separations la really serious
Fault for a professional DTP package. I kid
you not'.

So there you have it. From original sketch
to completed image in less than a page. I
only wish it was as painless a process to
create the image as it was to write about it
That having been sad. I did have a lot of
fun doing Me work and if you wish to see
the end result I can only suggest you boost
FMCs roffers and buy the CD for vourelf



Hit? Limited

Stereo speaker version E129.95
Desktop version t99_95
To we r ve rsio n E99.95
Carriage E12.50

Stereo speaker version E329.95
Desktop version E299.95
Tower version 1289.95
Carriage E12.50

The Storage and System Design Specialists T e l  +44 01525 211327
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Multimedia PowerStation options for all Amigas
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1. 200 wan power supply lo r complete Power Systems.
2, Good looking high quality steel construction.
3. Five  drive bays, various mounting configurations,
4 Idea l monitor stand arid cables slide  underneath.
5 H ig h  speed Squirre l SCSI2 interlace Iron, Hisoft.

Dual speed, h igh ly CO32 compatible CD-Rom drive
7 Po we r and Hard Drive  L EDs.
8 Fu tu re  expansion potential.
9 L o w  cost when compared to single drive cases

10 M ix  CDRom and Amiga audio outputs thru speakers
11 Compute r speed indicator, 2  speed switchable
12 D O ES NOT VOID WARRANTY

Rave reviews in all Magazines

Tower Version

PowerStation pack Prices
I n clu d e s 2  x  SC SI  CDRo m  +  Sq u ir re l

PowerStation Case Prices
includes internal Audio & SCSI Cables

The Greatest Drive since the
Model T Ford

!Limited Supply!
Internal Drive Unit
650Mb Cartridge
External Case

Well the wait is over and the future has arrived in the
shape of the new Panasonic PD System SCSI Optical
drive. This unit is a Hybrid 650Mb. Quad speed CD-
ROM and Optical ReadANrite system. (Yes, you did
read that correctly!).

Now you can read all of your favourite CD Titles at
over 600Kb per second and by purchasing the low cost
650Mb cartridges you have 650Mb of storage space
always on line just like a conventional hard drive.

E599.95 inc. VAT
E49.95 inc. VAT
£59.95 inc. VAT

Samsung New "NI Range Monitors
The new Samsung •M" Range monitors are only for
the se rio u s Am iga  u se r. Th e y wo rk a t  above the
frequency range at the Arnigas so  you need to  run
in Double Pa l mode. but the d isp lay is the best you
will see trom the largest monitor maker in the world!

15" does not support DEIL.Pal
15" Gle ..E329.95. 1 5 "  Gli ..•1399.95

17"supports DEILPal
17" Gli ....C649.95, 17" GIs' ..E749.95

P&P £12.50
Soon to be made in the UK
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clued.59eou v_ersus Dual r e d  (SCSI) CDRom drives
0. Is Quad Speed the Future?
A. No, around the corner are thelawrulti  Gigabyte CORom drives.
Q. Is the extra speed useful?
A. In some circumstances, but most CDPL o p e d  to run in Dual speed.
O. What about very high quality vi
A. Yes,  15 m inutes worth . All V e  f o r  150kbis fo r 70 minutes.
O. What do Hit) know about it a y . ,
A See the MulliMedia CDRom d e v e l k  for companies like Samsung.

All Prices include VAT
HIQ Ltd, Gable End, 2 The Square, Hockliffe, Bedfordshire LU7 9NI3.

EMall address:- Compuserve 100432,711
Tel  01525 211327

!! HID STAR DRIVE BUYS!!
Al200 420Mb IDE
Only £124.95
Al200 540Mb IDE
Only E139.95
Al200 850Mb IDE
Only £189.95
All drives formatted. and Magic Workbench plus PD
Software installed. Free fitting for personal callers

Al200 Cable Pack E20
Post & Packing (CityLinkl
SCSI 3.5" Drives

Quantum 540Mb FireBall E 1 7 9 . 9 5
Quantum 840Mb Trailblazer E 2 2 9 . 9 5
Micropolis 2.1 Gb AV drive E 7 6 9 . 9 5

COMING VERY SOON
Full blown S-Video quality digital Video
Recording. Editing and Playback system for
PowerStation users only.
Features:-

• Digital SVHS / Comp recording.
• Encoded SVHS I Comp Video Output.
• Full Digital Video Editing software includes

many high quality DVE effects.
• Upgrades Processing power.
• 16 bit Audio recording and Playback.
• Includes Mpeg playback facility.
• Mpeg file creation software included.
• 1024 x 768 16 bit colour display.
• Add Panasonic PD drive for instant studio.

Prices from approximately E1,500

Hi-Fi quality active stereo speakers
(Su it s a ll Am ig a s)
Specifications:.
1.80 watt active stereo
2. Built In amplifier
3. Colour matched
4. Volume. Bass and Treble
5. Excellent Bass response

Price only E39.95 P&P E7.00
• • • • • •

VISA

Fax  01525 211328
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help you get the most out of
your paint package and as a

result. show you how to
design great pictures and animation.
- I  will be demonstrating how you can
create realistic looking backgrounds -
including natural backgrounds, choosing
the correct colours anifspreads.
preliminary design techniques, brush
manipulation. special effects, animation
techniques and much more.

Although most of the screenshots in
this tutorial are taken from Brilliance 2.0,
the subjects covered will also apply to
those of you with Deluxe Paint or
Personal Paint. I have used terminology
employed across all these packages so
you can find the appropriate reference in
the manual

ROUEN ShEILH
The first step when designing any

computer-oriented artwork is to make
sure you have a rough on paper from
which to work from By designing on
paper first, you can easily correct and
enhance your scene without wasting
precious time in your paint package

When you are happy with your
design, you should write down what
colours you will need and any spreads

fly using dithe ring te chnique s you
can build  a  th ird  colour from I wo
other coloure  a nd e a se  the  stra in
on your pa le tte

Don't  go
spare

One of the most useful tools in any
paint package is a  Spare page,
normally accessed wi th the J key.
While designing backgrounds you
can use t he  spare page t o test
different effects before applying
them to the work page. i n fact, the
spare p a g e  pr ov e s  s u c h  a n
invaluable page that I regularly save
mine so that useful bits and pieces
can be retrieved whenever I need
them.

Steue White eHolain5 how goo (an join the
21t15t1c Ma5tPit1a55 and improve our
de5litoo graphic5 technioue5
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that may be required. A spread is a range
Of colours blended between a start
colour and end colour. You may want to
create a spread of greys, in which case
you simply select your start colour (black
probably), select Spread, and then click
on the end colour (white). Your paint
package will automatically fill in the slots
between start and end with the
appropriate colours.

Obviously, those of you with AGA
machines will be able to create more
extensive spreads. allowing for smoother
transitions between colours. However.
more colours invariably means more
work, although the finished artwork will
look better than a 16 or 32 colour image.

For those of you with non-AGA
machines, the task of colour selection is a
more difficult one and you may find your
scene doesn't lend itself too well to 16 or
32 colours I f  you also regure spreads.
you may even have to consider HAM
Hold And Modify) mode which is

extremely slow in Deluxe Paint.
Remember that it is the foreground
elements of your design that are of most
Importance - a background can easily be
covered by just a single colour, two at
the most.

One way to falsely create colour
transitions ispreads) is to use dithering.
Dithering works by creating a chess
board pattern made up of two colmrs
Due to the resolution, the effect fools the
eye into thinking its seeing a new colour
If you dithered red and white it would
look like pink, green and ted appears as
brown It you don't own an AGA
machine it may be a worthwhile exercise
to actually create an image with different

HSv R

Creating the  right  colours is the  fi rst  sla p  in  a ny gra phics
venture- U s .  the m wise ly or suffe r the  conse que nce s

CMY

I N N
COLOR

255 REMAP
255 PAGE
255 COPY

I I  SWAP

coloui dithering to see which
combinations work best When you think
you ve got your palette right. save it out.

n e m  a re  I wo style s of na tura l ba ckground -  re a list ic a rid ca rtoon.
Whiche ve r you choose . the y both d icta te  the  style  o f  foreground gra phics

The  rea l  w o r l d
Probably the most frightening type of background Is a natural one. The sea. land, rock,
sky, desert and snow are all natural backgrounds that make artists cnnge The problem
with natural backgrounds is that critics wont allow for mistakes. If it's the inside of a
spaceship or building you made up it doesn't matter what people say, because it's your
creation.

There are two ways to design natural backgrounds and both work equally well You
can go for the realistic design in which you attempt to accurately recreate the
background as much as possible, or opt for the more cartoon look, using less colours
and taking less time

done correctly. both look impressive, but you must remember that they also
dictate the foreground style to some degree. If you create a complex background with
many colours then you'll probably have to do the same with the foreground elements
Therefore, for those of you with non-AGA machines it may prove a sound decision
opting for the cartoon-style background.

In the next issue I will be explaining in detail how to go about designing natural
backgrounds - both realistic and cartoon, I ll also be taking a look at Gradients and
how they can speed up the background process.
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Amiga 2D Part 1

Although it's tempting to start your
design with the foreground, the best
place to start is the background. The
background is invanably the simplest
element in design and can act as an
incentive to finish the picture off (one of
the toughest disciplines in computer-
design is patience). It also acts as an
excellent reference for your foreground
elements and you may even find better
positioning than you originally
anticipated.
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his month rm adding the finishing
touches to the skeleton form-fill script
we've been working on in recent issues
and tackling the last remaining problem

area, namely the need to define identical pseudo-
constant  terms in any procedure that uses them

Defining an ARout function as a procedure is.
for the most part, a good thing to do because
variables and data used within that function then
become local to the function so cannot be
modified by anything that happens in other areas
of the code). In short, the function gets its own
execution environment' and, as scripts get larger,
this procedural isolation becomes increasingly
important.

The difficulty, you may remember, is that there
are times when you'd actually like to have a few
items of data shared between routines that have
been marked as procedures, and this is
particularly so with variables that have been set
L4) to provide Static, i.e. pseudo-constant. data
Listing I. for example. shows two of the routines
from last month's code which both require their
own CSI lcontrol sequence introducer) variable
definition.

As far as ease of maintenance etc., is
concerned it would, of course, be far better if
that CSJ definition existed in Just one place in the
program! One solution to thts dilemma would be
to define such items at the start of the program
and then pass the required variables as function
parameters. This approach is fine if you've only
got one or two terms that may need to be shared.
but it would get very cumbersome if many items
were involved.

As you probably know, ARexx provides an
Expose keyword which provides another
pathway for making particular variables visible' to
a procedure. My approach for making static
variable definitions available to a procedure ts
based on this keyword, but its no( just a matter of
explicitly exposing each of the variable names in
turn — it involves the use of ARexx's compound
variables

By defining a suitable stem and using this as
the basis for all static definitions. at that needs to
be done to make the whole set of pseudo-
constant variables 'visible to a procedure is to
make the stem itself visible using a single 'Expose

—
,
1
1
1
1
.
•
•
•
•
-

Coming soon
With the front-end form display code
now complete, it is possible to envisage
a number of uses for the routines we've
developed. A questionnaire program or
simple Rat-file database utility are two
applications that come to mind and, in
a few months time, b e  returning to
the script we've built over the last few
Issues t o  expl ai n how  thi ngs l i ke
random access file handl ing facilities
can be added.

For the immediate future, however, I
suspect it is probably best i f we allow
scone time for the quite complex ideas
of recent instalments to settle for  a
while. Next month, therefore, I've got
something totally different for you -  a
way of using a ful ly-fledged AV.  file
requester in your ARexx scripts wi th
just a single line of code. Trust me -
an issue that you must not misst

declaration I tend to use the stem name 'g.' lg for
'global' for these types of applications, arid listing
2 shows the set of constant terms you'll find in
this months CoverDisk example You'll notice,
when you compare this months code to that
given in the October issue that this technique
slightly reduces the sue of the procedures. Thts,
however. is not where the real benefit Iles The
real advantage is that we end up with all pseudo-
constant definitions defined in just one place
within the source, but eliminate the need to pass
or expose lots of individual variables

Stem exposure is then an extremely useful
method for making suitably defined data sets
available to a procedure_ Another change made
in this months example code [you'll find the full
script on the CoverDisk) is that the Displayf orml).
Oearforrn(l, Readforml) and SaveDatal) functions
have now also been rewritten as procedures, and

. W i t

CursorOrite: Procedure
pep's, erg oi ndno
r
r , c , t e c t S
CSI n i l .
cell ifiCesi(oindold,C1111,11.30r.1101'48'1) " . '  '  -  .
cell Oriteci(oindov,testS)
return

SSnolnouttietd: Procedure
terse erg mindow,t,s,count
CS! .
colt Wrfteckivindua,C5111t11111
.
111c11'41'1) / *  
p o s i t i o n  
c u r s o r

coil Iritectifoinciou,Cooiest'.',count))
return

diet.

g.TRUE .  I
g.FALSE 0
q.C1 ' O P ' s
0.8ACKSPACE
c.SPACI .  • '20's
9,APPROX
g.ESC
g.tS1 •  i lb'e

g.tEti_COLOW1 •  " S i 1 1 4
.
1 1 1
1 1
V s
1 1
.
6 4 '
s

g.INVERSLON • I.CSI 1.37'slf4d's
1.11VEISLOEE .  g.CSt 1
.
3 2 * R 1 1 1 7
.
1 1 1 ' S d ' s

gATALIC.ON•  o.CSI
g.1TALIC.OPF •  g.CSI I l 2 ' a l l ' 3 3
.
1 1 1 • 6 d ' s
11.801.1_AN • g.tAt 1'31'1111'6es
0.11OLD_OF: •  g.CE 1
.
3 2 4 1 1 1 2
.
1 1 1 1 d i s

gAIRRASCORE_ON •  9,CS! 1 1
1
0 1 1 1 1 e s
0,01)EISCORI_Off•  g.CSt 1 1 2 • 1 1 1 1
.
3 4 1 1 1 '6 1 1
I StlEEli_PtOinti
g•StilEEN JitORP12
g.ttlEIN_PORTI
g•StREERUIt011iPTS
9, 5CIEEN_PION,T5

L ist in g  2 : T h e  e xa m p le  p r o g r a m s  s t a t ic
var iable data set in its new  stem based form

CursorWritt: Fretful
.
*  e s p o s e  
g .

parse erg windom,r,c,testi
ciLi W r i t e d ( w i O
4 0
. 4 . C S I l l t l l '
3 8
' . 1 1 R 1 1 '
4 8
'
0

tett Writech(oindos,CescS)
returp

-.V31

Seuelmputfietds Procedure espost g.
parse arg wilday,r,c,count
colt dritecii(iiindow,g,CSillrille'llItilqa's) tv p
o s
i t i
o n  c u r s o r  s i

colt Weitechfwinday,Copies(..',rount))
Worn

• • • • • • •  • • • • •  •
• • • • • • •  • • •  O e n  • • • •

• • • • • • • • T M O O
• • • • • • • •  • • • • • •

• • • • •  • • • •  • V otu
,

•  d  •  1  •  •  •  •  •  •

Aomdota

• 1
-The  d i s p l a y  m a y  look  l b .  s e m e  h o t

underneath the  surfa ce  some
significa nt code  cha nge s ha ve  be e n ma de

you'll notice that I ve been able to make the
whole set of field definitions available to these
procedures by Just exposing the I. stem.

Listing 1: Because
t h e se  t w o  ro u t in e s

have been cr eated as
procedures they both
need their  own CBI
pseudo-constant
d e fi n it io n

It inverse video styie emend "I
I* inverse off cossiand n/
I ' i tbl is teat style emend , /
V' italic oft corned
fl bold test style Engird .1
/
1 
b
o
l
d 
o
f
f 
t
o
m
c
o
d 
'
t

underscore test style commend *r
t* underscore off cuspid

▪ 0100_01111qtanPi t-SCREIN-fORAVI lgel lOLD_OFF
. g.ITALIC_Olilltease enter the following data c a r e f u l t y !
.
1 1 1 . 1 T A L I C _ O F F
• 'SAP( DATA MN) T'
• T O O  MN TO EITER MORE OUR ? ''

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E MB E R  1 9 9 5

Listing 3: The
m odifi ed versions

of the routines show n
in l isting 1

HOW ti EH1J05E •RP1
11 •q11111321fi

•

•
that got 'lour
attention
didn't it! Of
course, what
Paul Oueraa is
talking about
this month 15
Aiinti stem
uariable
PHP05I112, but
qou knew that
didn't qou
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COLOUR PRINTER RIBBONS & RELOADS
lust take the top aft. take out the old nbbon and reload it with a
new one Full instructions supplied.

Completeribbon
CIL95
£9.99
£9.99
E9.6,1
£963
C
-
1
2
•
9
9

Citizen Staill/ ABC/224
['masonic KXP2123/ 2124/2180
rallaS Olue 10( 1'2135

Star LC200 9 pin
Star L C 2 4
-
1 0 / 1 1 / 2
0 0

Seikc isha SL95

One
reload
£6.99
C6_99

£5.99
C6-99
£9.99

I I N I K j E T  R E F I L L S
F o r  H P  D E S K . '  E l  5 0 0 ,  5111, 5 2 0 ,  5 5 0 ,  5 0 0 c ,  5 5 0 c ,  5 6 0 c .
EPSON STYLUS moo, t om.  CA NO N BUBB1EJET BC-01,
113D0E / EX /SX. 13CO2. El1200. BT130, BJ300, BJ330.
OLIVETTI Jr 150. 250, 350, CITIZEN PROXY

6 Refill Kit 120m1 pure black £ 1 6 . 9 9
CANON BIC 600, BIC 4000

20 R e fi l l  K i t  120m1 p u re  b la ck £ 1 6 . 9 9
EPSON STYLUS four refi lls  120m1 pure black £ 1 6 . 9 9
TRICOLOUR REFILL KITS FOR H.P. DESKIFT RANGE

Canon 1310600, 3IC4000 etc. 10 Refi lls of Yellow,
Magenta te C
y
a n  
1 8 0 m 1  
1
2
4 .
9
9

EPSO N  ST YL U S T R I C O L O U R  re fi ll,  2  re fi l ls  o f
ye llo w ,  m a g e n t a  &  cya n  180m1 £ 2 4 . 9 9

Pr in t  H e a d  R e co ve ry F lu id  f o r  u n b lo ck in g
n o zzle s 1 5  95

Important: Please state type when ordering.

p
H
o
w  
t
o  
o
r
d
e
r  
E
n
c
l
o
s
e  
c
h
e
q
u
e  
/
P
O  
m
o
d
e  
p
a  
v  
i
t
•
t
t
•  
t
o
:  
L
A
K
E  
E
L
E
C
T
R
O
N
!
(
'
S  
o
r  
u
s
e  
A
c
c
e
s
s  
,
'  
V
i
s
a
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Dept AMC, 15 Hol land Gardens. Garston. Watford,  Herts, WD2 6JN. Fax: 01923 672102

ORDER LINE ON 01923 894064 =
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARR1ACL

Five
mloads
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£29.95
£29.95
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SPECIAL RE-INK
For Panasonic 1080/81, 1124, 1180, 2123, 2135. Star
LC200 9 Pin, Epson LQ100, Oki 182/390. Black bot-
tle will re-ink 100+ ribbons . . . . . . .  95

BLACK PRINTER RIBBON RELOADS
Just take the top off, take out the old ribbon and
reload it with a new one.
Citizen Swift/ABC/120D 5 black reloads ......
Star LC10/20/100 5 black reloads 6 1 . 9 9
Star Lat Range 5 black reloads ......... . . . . .  “19.99
Seikosha 1911072400/SL95 5 Mack reloads
Epson FX80/ LQ80D Range 5 black reloads _L11.95

T-SHIRT PRINTING RIBBONS
I 'KIN I O N  NOKNI• L I R O N  ON  T- S IIIR I

4 Colour Citizen Swift/ABC/240 4 1 9 9 9
4 Colour Citizen Swift (Reload) C 9 9 9
4 Colour Star LCIO C 9 9 9
4 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin. --  ........ ..._••••_..112.99
4 Colour Sur LC200 9 Pin (Reload)._  1 7 . 9 9
4 Colour Star LC200 24 Pin £ 1 9 . 9 9
4 Colour Star 24 Pin (Reload) 1 9 . 9 9

Colour Star LCIO  E 9 . 9 9
Colour Star LC200 9 Pin £ 9 . 9 9
Colour all Star 24 Pin E 9 . 9 9
Colour Epson FX80/LQ400/MX80 £ 9 . 9 9
Colour Epson LXii0 . . E
.
9 . 9
4

Colour Epson FX100 1 9 . 9
4Colour Panasonic KXP 1080 1
.
9 . 9 9

Vide range of other ribbons available
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a .

he Internet is big. I don't really mean
big. I mean SIDI Its got millions of
files, it has millions of users. It has

millions of home pages. How the blazing nip
are you going to home in on the pages which
lake your interest if you can't find them. its not
so much like a needle in a haystack as a needle
n a needle factory.

Fortunately, we have a little bit of
technology on our side. Search servers, or
search engines as they are sometimes called.
take all the hard slog out of finding a link you
are looking for Want to find out all the Star
Trek sites? Just type STAR TREK Into a search
engine and about 15 seconds later you have a
holkst of sites catering to the trekker tastes.
'Want all the sites about UFOs? Type UFO and
you'll have more pictures and text about UFOs
than Fox Mulder has in his downstairs privy. If
you need anything on the Internet. a search
engine is your man.

Most of the original search engines started
out as lists of sites, just classified lists which
enabled you to scroll through topics and pick
ciI me ones which took your fancy Now the

Take me to APII.
15gam header

Web has grown a thousand-fold since then and
those old lists and lists of lists have grown a
little bit long in the tooth. What was needed
was a way to search the lists and give the user
a sorted list of those entries only containing the
keywords_ This was possible using scripts which
can generate HTML pages and squirt them to
you at your browser. so sites like Yahoo and
Lycos were born_

As the months go by, almost every list-based
system has now moved over to a search
engine, so you can pretty much guarantee that
if a site exists, you will be able to rind it within

about 15 minutes of goofing about with search
engines. In the old days it could have taken
days

So off you go to Search Engine Space and
report back if you find any nice loony sites. I
want to have a crazy site corner, and I'm looking
for sites which make you laugh, cry, sick, make
your hair stand on end, in fact make you do
anything except go someplace else_ Send your
URts to: Phil South, COmM5 Column, Amiga
Computing. Media House, Adlington Park,
Macclesfield SKIO 4NP. Look forward to heanng
from you

Some good sta mng poi

Yahoo - this is the fun one, and it has a lot of
-i cool links, as well as some very good

.,clious ones This should be your first stop.
and if you get fed up with not being able to
find what you want then try some of the
others
http://www.yahoo.coml

Lycos - this is the big one, and I'm not talking
about the Texas sale. The files here are huge,
in fact they have a small one for people who
haven t got all day, but the large one is the
best for Wide Area searches
http://www.tycos.comi

WeliCrawlet - a nicely laid out search
engine, and some good features to steer you

i P i r
4
E I P
F A L  
•

WEOCRAWILER
.-

E•_t) • • • • .
—  • •  •••

l imI l imaloimadlod I n d b l EM ERM a t i l i n i m e n t

• • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • . .
1 .  O m %  
W A P • M M O M I
S M
,

••••

to Me subject of your choice
tittpt/AvvAv.webtrawler.comi

Submit It!
Submit It! - if you need to publicise your own
pages. then this is the place to do it as it has
automatic connections to almost every search
engine on the planet. It is also a good source
for finding out which search engines there are
and where they hide It's like a search engine
for search engines 'Damn that's confusing...1
http://submit4t.permatink.comisubmit-
it/

Aminet this  is the best way into Amine( The
FTP route into WUArchive is always full, but
the Web access is usually open Either try this
one or the German site. sometimes access is
quicker to the European mirror
.httpiAnuarchive.wustledui-aminet
or
httpdAwww.uni-paclerborn.deiaminet

Imperial College - the Premier UK PIP site,
being a mirror of tne Sunsite network, so if you
have any other machines like Macs or PCs
hanging about lot indeed hungry emulators
needing softwarel this is where you can fill
your boots with more software than anyone
usefully heeds.

ftp://stc.doc.ic.ac.uk

ArchlePlex - this is an HTTP version of the
Archie server, an old Internet thong which
used to be the best way to search for files. This
is a better way, but using similar technology. If
you can't find a file then this is the one for you,
http://src.cloc.k.acultiarchiepleutcorm.bt
mi

AliWeb - another Web page searcher. Not as
dynamic as the others but occasionally it
comes up with a link the others miss A search
engine is only any good if people post their
web address to it.
httpiNeelLnexor .co.ukipubliclaliwebise
rc hid ocif orm,html

Richard G. L'Hommedieu, Jr. Home Page
-  although not a search engine as such. It
does have the best collection of Amiga
graphics links anywhere on the Web, as far as I
can see Its a well maintained site and Richard
seems to know his onions. And 3D programs.
And he looks good in a dress wa s  kidding
about the dress part )
http://www.pb.neti-limg
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We have seen almost every Amiga CD title in existence and sadly. the general trend appears to be "shovel as much data on as possible and to hell
with the quality" The majority of these CDs are also developed as multi platform CDs and while this may advantageous for the company selling

them, the end user is faced with a CD containing a high proportion of files that he probably can't even use. So what is left?..,a CD containing
loads of badly organised directories fi lled with low quality (in some cases even pathetic) graphics. Being a little dissapointed, the user then looks
in the font directories and finds...a massive task on his hands... he has hundreds of fonts (that are probably duplicated many times) and no way of

knowing what he's got! The pour end user is then literallv forced into loading every individual font into an application, just to see what fonts he's
actually got! I f  that wasn't had enough. he then, quite possibly. discovers that most of the fonts have missing and/or corrupt tiles!

Some of these so called CD developers even get away with "shoveling' data from their old CDs to new ones and releasing the new CD as
"Professional" We could go on and on and on, but why bore you with something you already know? We genuinely feel that the current situation
stinks and we at EMC are aiming to set the standard on which all data CDs on the Amiga will be judged, A big claim you say? Well, here's a

brief insight to what will be included on the EMC CDs and how the data will be organised...

Firstly, these CDs are aimed directly at Amiga users, and are not designed for multi platform computer use. This means that you won't get CDs
loaded with PC files that you cannot use! To aid in the rapid location of font. clipart at image data, each of the 3 CDs will contairt..IFF font

preview screens for EVERY font (regardless of it's format) you simply click on the preview icon to SEE the font! The clipart and image
directories have been FULLY sorted and ALL directories include full IVY preview thumbnail index screens (and also descriptive filename—
Purchasers of the CDs will also have the option to buy a typeface book. published especially for the ! MC CDs. containing font printout
,
'

The largest and most Ihighly praised collection of high
quality DTP SI DTV PD 81 Shareware in AMIGA history!

The RRP price for each CD is E24.99 + E1.00 UK pp
For First class recorded Airmail. . .Europe add E4 (K)p p  & Rest of  World add E6M0 pp

The second disk - E M C  P HAS E  2 - will be released on...Monday 6th November 1995

E.M.COMPUTERGRAPHIC's
Pl# /thantom Lthnpy CP Ce((tetirk

FONTS A d o b e  Typel EMC volumes 4, 5, 6. &  16
CG c os ts t ro l & ate filds) ENIC volumes 8. 9. 10, 23 & 24
Professional Draw EMC volumes 18. 19 & 20
and 52 IEF Cliptonts

CLIPART
IFF
[FE Col

EPS

P H A S E  1  A V A I L A B L E  NOW £ 2 4 . 9 9  + pp

Euay 901v, ILib-cbrec tones  Olorrtiofc  dtrechymis M ed in tracndls,

Animals (114), FantaSy(27). Music(12), People(73). Religion( 12)
Birds, Cars, Cats, Dinosaurs, Dogs. Fish, Horses. tionKing.
Music. Planes. Reptiles
Animals, Buildings. Computers. Food, Logos. Office, People.
Transport, (iSA, World.

I M A G E S  l i n  lFr  10 COiCkit Hard Welded &Id WE 251a

Animals, Balloons, Blake.  Cars. Conan, Dragon Lance, Fantasy. Horses,
Natural, Planes, Racing, Renders, Reptiles, SnowScenes, Space, Star Trek
(TOS&Movies) Trains & 67+mb of 736 x 566 Video Backdrops in IFF 16 &
256 colour formats,
OTHER STUFF
All Pagestream3 updates to version 3 OH. Complete Opalvision2.3b update
19 third party Opal utilities, Typesmith2.5a update arid Demo, Pagestraaml.,
Demo. 18 really useful Utilities and heaps ot other stuff!

PHASE 2 PRE RELEASE OFFER...E19.99 +pp...ON ORDERS RECEIVED BEFORE 3rd NOVEMBER
Credit card and postal order orders will not be processed/banked until the day of CDs release & CDs will be

dispatched the same day. Cheque orders are subject to 5 working day clearance before dispatch.
If you wish to receive your CD as soon as possible after it's launch, we require written permission allowing us to

bank your cheque 5 working days prior to the CDs launch date.

,

E&OE
EUROCARD
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P H A S E  2  R E L E A S E  DATE 6 t h  November 1995

FONTS A d o b e  Type1 EMC volumes 17, 27, 29 & 77
CG (with postscript & alc tiles' EMC volumes 25. 26, 30, 31 & 82
Colour EMC volumes 48 & 49 and 71 Imagine compitable Type 1 Fonts

CLI PART Fully sorted into s u b
-
d i r e c t o n e s  
( n u m b e r  
o f  
d i r e c t o r i e
s  
l i s t e
d  
i n  
b r a c k
e t s )

IFF A lphabe l (4 ) , Borders (18) .  Buildings(6), Cartoons(17). Computer(7), Education (5).
Electric(6), Food (90), History (5), Natural (59), Space&SciFi (3)

IFF Col Fr u i t ,  World Maps (of every country on Earth!), Ships. Vegetables
GEM A r r o w s  & Stars, Borders, Buildings, Clipart, Office, OtherStuff. Photo, Transport,
IMG A n i m a l s ,  Cartoons. Food, OtherStuff, People, Plants, Sports, TheArts, Transport,

Xmas,
IMAGES in  IFF 16;256 colour and Ham interlace formals
America, Babylon5, Birds, BorisV, Bntain, Dogs, Egypt, EOuest, Famous People, Girls,
Kelly, Military, NightBreed, Panoramas, People, Son,  Terminator, Textures, Star Trek
(TNG), V, Water Scenes, Wildcats. World. World People and over 70 megabytes of 736 x
566 Video Backdrops in IFF 16 & 256 colour formats.

P H A S E  3  R E L E A S E  DATE J a n u a ry  1996

FONTS T y p e l  EMC volumes 78, 79, 80 & Eit
C G  Iw o  posIscnre & &lc Mem E M C  v o l u m e s  8 3 ,  8 4 ,  8 5 .  8 6  &  8 7
Pagestream EMC volume 3, 200 IFF colour Clipfonts
and all our previously unreleased Typel, CG and ColourFonts

C L I P A R T  F . , 4 9  sorie vl n i  . 1 2 ri • C l U i e s  ime obe
, i  d o r e t l r y a e s  I m b e d  
i n  t r a . k a t . ' ,IFF E v e n t s  (45), Military (26). Misc (33). Sport (37), Transport (35).

Work (37) and World (41)
iFF Col 'Flowers .  Insects, Mammals Trees Xmas

I M A G E S  l i n  IFF le  CriMir Han% iritnrtRrsg dr(  IEF 255 Cald&iflOrMettl

Bikes (Motor), Boats, Castles, Cats, Classic Cars, Dungeons and Dragons Or
Who, Star Trek (DS9). Fractal& Girls, Greece, Hunks. Heavy Metal. Italian
Cars. Movies, Robots, Starwars, Waterlife, White, Woodrotle and over 61mb of
736 x 566 Video Backdrops in iFF 16 & 256 colour lormats.

DON'T BUY THESE CDs!
_it you are looking for poorly organised CDs filled with low grade clipart,

graphics that can only be classed as pathetic and corrupt font hies OR if you
want CDs that are filled with PC tiles and padded out with lha and dms archives!

EM.COMPUTERGRAPHIC
8 EDITH ROAD, CLACTON, ESSEX. C015 1JU
Tel : 01255 431389 F a x :  01255 428666
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owdy folks. This month I'm going to
take a break from the normal tutonal
format of this column and have a look

at a collection of structured clip art for Amigas.
If you remember. back in issue BB we had a
look at the differences between structured
'otherwise known as vector' and bamapped
clip art. We also had a look at the various
formats supported by Amiga software, and the
collection I am looking at today is all in EPS
format. This means you should be able to use it
in Final Writer. ProPage, PageStrearn. and
many other packages. If your program is like
ProPage, all you will see on screen is a box, but
Final Writer and PageStream both have the
ability to let you see the graphic as it really is.

Even if the software you use doesn't support
EPS format clip art, all is not lost as Artworks -
the company that produces the clip art - kindly
supplies an IFF ILBM version of the clips for use
in programs like DPaim and the like The set
Artworks have supplied me with is the second
volume in a three set series - Badges. Banners,
Bubbles and Bursts - but they have also sent
me the manuals for the other two volumes,
Frames, Corners, Strips and Motifs, and Signs
and Symbols.HIGH auniny

The quality of all the clipan in each volume
is outstanding. with some very useful images -
credit card symbols in the Signs and Symbols
volume being particularly handy for laying out
your own adverts. etc. Each volume is
accompanied, as I have already said, by an
eightpage manual which shows a greyscale
printout of every dip included in each
collection, The clips are organised into
directories and then numbered, so you will
need to make sure you keep the manual in a
safe place if you are to have any idea which
clip you are using.

Each volume also comes with useful advice
for Final Writer users, explaining how to display
a proper image rather than a cross box, and
reminding the user that EPS images can take a
king time to load and print for unaccelerated
Amiga owners. Haim, perhaps I should have
said 'owners of unaccelerated Amigas
Instead.. no. I'll leave it the way it is.

The bamapped versions of the dip art are
somewhat disappointing as they are only
usable at screen resolution. I was really rather
hoping for big bitmaps that could be scaled
down to print at pnnter resolution. but I guess
Artworks is only really offering the bamaps as a
sop to Amiga owners not willing to pan with
the necessary dosh to get software that is EPS-
compatible The volumes are also available in
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 ProDraw format for those, who cling to Gold
Disk's products,

r-- 4 r • I c l  each set
•• re t a i l s  at E 19.95
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Artworks

Another
piece of software that
recently ha my doormat
which is partially
related to OW, but is

Bill5ting
the bubble

also useful systemwide. is Gordon Fetyk's ATM
Yes, its a system patch to allow any program to
use PostScript type 1 fonts, but no, ATM
doesn't stand for Adobe Typo Manager, Adobe
being too shortsighted to avow Gordon to use
their name. So ATM stood for Amiga Typeface
Manager But Adobe didn't hke that, so now
Gordon has changed the name to ATE - Amiga
Typeface Engine.

The patch uses the famous Postlittary and is
quite simple and transparent to all software that
also works with CG fonts. And although ATE is
still at a beta stage as I write this, it is actually
faster than the way CG fonts get calculated and
displayed. If you want to contact Gordon with a
view to having a look at his software, or to
express your support in his fight with Adobe,
then drop him a line:
gordonfgfreenetvancouver bc.ca

Lastly. there should be a datatype on our
CoverDisk this month that will prove useful to
desktop publishers. Datatypes are, of course,
only usable if you have Workbench 3.0 or

Ca le nda rorie rtie si clip  a ll cosmos in
va ry ha ndy whe n you a re  se nding Out

memos re minding Pe ople  a ba ui de a dline s

Travel,
burst* ,  oh

yas. I t 's a ll hors

above, but since Workbench 3 I offers some
great advances over Workbench 2, especially for
graphics card owners, I expect most of you
reading the column will be able to use the
datatype The datatype in question allows you
to view complete character sets for a font, a
type preview if you will, and since you can save

• a picture out as IFF from Multiview this tool
should be a nice way of creating a library of
type previews.

It is also very handy to check for the
existence, or non-existence. of certain diacritic
marks like copyright symbols, quotation marks
and accented letters which are often not put
into shareware fonts. Obviously, this ckltatype is
really only for use with standard CG and
bitmappert fonts, and I haven't had the chance
to try it with ATE yet, but if it can deal with
postscript fonts as well, it would be very handy.
Of course, if you are running PageStream 3. you
have still got the type preview macro to use for
a high quality print out of all the postscnot fonts
in your system.

Font a' the month
For a  l ong t i me now  i t  has been
common practice in magazines that
have a section devoted to DTP to have a
font of the month, so from this month
onwards, I  will  be looking for  good,
unusual  or  simply odd fonts to be
included in the selection. This deal is
open to anyone designing a bitmapped
or outline typeface and extra marks will
go to entries that incorporate a family
of fonts. Send your fonts to Frank Nord,
clo Amiga Computing,  Media Mouse,

n Park. Macs S K I D  IMP

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5
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'm always getting letters asking me
how to do this or that in Amos, like
How can I write a game of

DefenderT or can you show me how to
emulate the bouncing palls in Ping Pong?', or
How do you do that trick with the characters
de-rezzing in Robotron? I tell you. its a never
ending struggle for sanity in this house What is
worse is that half the time, people don't want
to know how to code, they want me to write
the program for them and put it on the disk
they send me. Forget it buster' Its my job to
teach people how to code, not do the work for
them. 'Nit! Some people.

But just when I was resolved never to do the
dirty work for anyone again. I got a letter from
an a Amiga Computing reader R  Bellows of
Edinburgh - who asked: -
I ' v e  t r i e d  
a s  
h a r d  
a s  
I

can to make a ball bounce around the screen
like it does in Pang or those Arkanoid clones.
How do you do it so it looks good?' Okay. all
right, I give up. Here is my way.

Pang, or Ping Pong. was one of the first
games ever devised as a computer or video
•game. and it was certainly the first video game I
owned. I don't know about you - but then tin
sad and old. The thing which always fascinated
me about the game was the way the ball
bounced around the screen. It seemed to
simulate a real ball bouncing around, which of
course is incorrect because real balls bounce in
three dimensions not two. But as a 2D game of
ping pong it wasn't at all bad

It was quite a few years later that a friend of
mine, I think it was probably Aaron Fothergill,
showed me how to compute bouncing things
with vectors, The example is as follows.

Curs Off :  Wide : Flash Off : 0  :  Ink
Paper 0
Imput ' I  Yector " M I
Input T1 Vector %ITO
Us 0 : Bar 0,0 TO 3,3
Get Bob 1,0,0 to 4,4
Ns 0

: Te.100
Ilkitt 100 end 104320 and Ten0 end 11(200

Bob 1,10,9,1
Wait Vbi
1/41411
1604461.0

Wend
End

0034 SuberPON6 0052
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fi rs t c o m p u te r  g a m e s

You begin by specifying the start X and Y
direction between -8 and 8, and this tells the
sprite which way to go learning how the
vectors behave in two dimensions is one way of
learning how to compute them in 3D. which
makes for some pretty fancy 3D game ideas

A separate routine, which is sort of related to
that, is the Flip Flop, where a value is Ripped
one way and back again. Try this:

: otzt
Curt Off :  Flesh Off :  Cis 0
Ink 4,4
ler 1,0 to 15,15
tet Bob 1,0,0 To 16,16
Cis 0
Doubt/ Buffer
Do

Bob 1,1,100,1
Veit Ybt
1401
I f  X s .0  Of 1>m319

D I
,
A
X

End I f
Los;

This is a simple example of bouncing a ball on
the side of the screen. Add these things
together and what have you got? A lot of code
,
N
h
o
c
h 
d
o
e
s
r
i
t  
g
o 
t
o
g
e
t
h
e
r  
t
o 
m
a
k
e 
a 
g
a
m
e
?

Yes, you'd be right there But you have the
seed of a game You have a couple of processes

Okay,  Pong me!
Let's see your  Pang games then.  Wri te a game based on the principles we've
discussed, and write a simple Pang game. Add a scoring mechanism, a method of
repeating rounds and starting a new game or finishing the game all together, and
put i t on a disk. I t shouldn't be terribly long, so I l l  print the best ones in a future
Issue. To give you a little incentive, the best one gets a copy of my book 'Mastering
Amiga AMOS', and if you're particularly unlucky IH sign it too. That'll teach you.

Illhat'5
that pang?

that work. AR you need to do is to put them
together. You cant? Dahl Do I have to do
everything? Okay...

You set the sprite off in a random direction
from the centre of the 'court, okay You do this
simply by making the input values to the vector
random. Isext. you check the sprite via collision
detection and checking the numbers.

to see of it hits the bat or a goal line If it hits the
roof or the floor, the top and bottom of the
screen, you simply flip the Y co-ordinate so it is
going in the opposite direction. So imagine the
ball is going up to the top at 45 degrees. Both
the X and Y co-ordinates are increasing Then
the ball hits the side. Flip flop the Y co-ordinate
and make it go down and the ball appears to
bounce off The roof c,f t t
,
e c o u r tWrite s tu f f
If you have any other Amos programs or
queries about Amos, then please write to the
usual address, which is: Phil South, Amos
Column. Amiga Computing, Media House,
Adhngton Park. Macclesfield SKI 0 4NP. Please
send routines on an Amiga dusk with notes on
how the program works on paper, not as text
files on the disk. Make the routines short
enough to appear in print te no more than
about 30-40 lines of code, and if possible make
them use no external graphics. If they can't be
used without them then be sure to provide
them on the disk in native IFF format, and the
same goes for sound files, Follow these
guidelines and you'll be sure of making me a
happy man if nothing else.

Am i ga  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 5

1 4  or 1.320

I I  P in g  Ponyd o e s n ' t h a v e

to  b e  l u s t m o n o
and I wo
dime nsiona l
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Phil South
shows tiou
how to
emulate
[hem old
anade game
te(holoues
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Petra Software
30 Hartington Road, Southampton,

Hampshire 5014 OEW.
Check out the advertisers index to
see the Amiganuts double page

spread advert to find out how to get
hold of the brand spankin' new

AMOS AGA extension and AMOS
Dialog procedures.

Petra Software is the new born baby
of Amiganuts PD, and will be supply-
ing excellent commercial programs

at excellent prices.

For more info, please call Joe at
Petra Software.

TEE: 01703 348 943
FAX: 01703 366069
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ost people would agree that quality-
wise, listening to internal sound-based
MUSK through most Amiga monitors
leaves a little to be desired. The

addition of multimedia-style speakers helps quite
a bit but to be honest, some of the offerings
currently available have quite limited tone
control circuitry. This, coupled with the fairly
mediocre speakers that are normally provided,
usually means that even once you've added a
separate speaker system there is still room for
improvement

In most cases, all that's needed to improve
things are simply some better signal EO
(equalisation) facilities. Boosting the bass and
treble end of a signal, for instance, can provide
some extra 'punch that bnngs music to life If
you can also control the signal level being fed
into the speaker system, it's often possible to
further improve the sound quality.

This is exactly where a unit called the Little
Gem comes into its own. It's a small
(7.5cm(WI xI4cmlHp x3cm(DI two channel
audio mixer that provides independent
gain, high and low frequency boost and
cut, and left/right pan controls. The two
input and two output connectors are
phono socket type li e. the same as the
Amiga uses) so when using the unit for
sound output control, its just a matter of
connecting the Arniga's sound terminals to the
Little Gem via a stereo phono lead Inot supplied)
and connecting the Little Gem outputs to your
existing multimedia sound system.

The unit itself is powered by a 9v PP3battery
and you do need to remember to switch the unit
off after use, otherwise current will continue to
be drawn. Mains operation is also possible via
most everyday regulated power supplies, and
the Little Gem will operate satisfactorily

What  t i t  got?
•  2 channel in, 2 channel out
•  Hi and lo BO to 44- 12 dB
•  Pan controls for stereo positioning of
channels
•  Battery or mains operation - takes no
power from the Amiga
•  Suitable m o d e l s

The dritemat circu it  boa rd la yout
looks to  be  re a sona bly good

11 gefn of
a Mittel

Witte
Gem m ixe r

anywhere between 9-18 volts DC, and accepts
any polarity.

And that's basically it - you place the Little
Gem into your signal line and bingo, you
instantly get much improved signal level and
tone control. The other advantage of course is
that you also get full cOnCrOi over left/right stereo
panning which is particularly useful for removing
hard left or right instrument panning in a song
If, say, all the percussion/drums or a bass line of
a song had been placed on the left stereo
channel, you could use the pan control to bring
those instruments nearer to the centre of the
"stereo stage', in all likelihood producing a more

natural overall sound output.
There are other uses for the Little Gem as well.

Most sound samplers. for example, have little or
no signal E0 facilities, so unless the sound source
itself provides these, you're stuck with sampling
whatever signal arrives at the sampler. Put the
Little Gem between the source and the sampler.
however, and you can then process the sound
before a enters the sampler - and this often
allows you to improve the quality of the resulting
sample

Though fairly expensive !relative to the prices
of many of the Amiga sound systems around),
the Little Gem has made a good impression. The
construction inside is of reasonable quality and in
practice the mixing crrcuitry works well Equally
important, the Little Gem has very low noise
levels lin fact it's as good as some mixers costing
ten times the price)

In short, if you have any doubts about
whether you're getting the best possible output
from your existing Amiga sound system or not,
the chances are you aren't - and the Little Gem
could provide the perfect solutionl

The bottom line

Product: Little Gem Micro Mixer
Price: [69-95 incl UK p&p

Overseas delivery - Europe add E4
Rest of world, add E6

Supplier Gillett Multimedia
Tel: 01353 669203

Ease of use  1 0
Imple me nta tion   8
Value for money   8
Overall     9

Ami ga  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E MB E R  1 9 9 5

IflilSit

Paul
takes a look
at a sound
miner
designed
specikallq for
115P with the
Rmiga
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he  3D programs like lightWave, Real
3D and Imagine can flaunt the laws of
Physics and produce scenes

impossible in the real world, when it comes to
lighting a scene realistically there's a lot to be
learned from natural, as well as theatrical, film
and television lighting.

In the real world, at least during daytime.
there is one predominant light source - the kn
The way in which it lights our world is affected
by various factors such as the angle of the sun
in the sky. cloud and fog land, increasingly.
pollution), objects casting shadows -  be they
trees, buildings or mountains - the angle an
object presents to the Sun, the surface
characteristics of illuMirkited objects. and the
manner in which light enters buildings and
other environments

Unlike artificial lights, our relative proximity to
the Sun and the strength of its light means their
is little perceptible fari-off of the light intensity
with distance, though of course like all real light
sources, the Suns light actually decreases in
strength the further it travels away from its
source.

The Sun. while really a *point source of light.
can be regarded on Earth as a parallel light
source because of the great distances involved
Parallel light sources emit rays which all travel in
the same direction, hence the term 'parallel'.
and because of the great distances involved and
the small area of Earth in relation to the Suns
light output, the rays which hit the Earth are
effectively parallel rays. Sunlight is also scattered

fil l ' LIGHT ,-,t.m• ,
h o t

O M -
CAMERA

U T  M K

tY-
CAMERA 0

*FILL' MKT

'Nur UM

?tie IlKiikr

SUBJ11:1

'SUBJECT'

M I  A  b a sic Stay a nd Fitt lighting se tup
-. .  Ke e p  the  a mbie nt t ight to  a  minimum

Step into •2•
1
!
[
•'••

••••••••••the light
N
i

Oreat•loohing images ca n be  obta ine d if
1 M  yo u  follow a  ta w simple  lighting rule s

by the physical environment it passes through,
including the atmosphere, providing an ambient
light which adds a degree of 'fill light to a
scene. 3D renderers allow the user to define
both normal and ambient light sources.

So you can see that the simplest 'real world'
situation can be lit with just a distant light
source to represent the Sun and some ambient
light Co add natural fill To enhance this a little.
try adjusting the colours of the Sun and the
ambient light away from the default white or
grey settings. One interesting combination is

orange-yellow sunlight (e.g. R255 6220 81501
and blueish ambient light (try RI 50 6150 Bi 85j.
especially when shadows are also rendered.
Expen merit with other combinations to add a
different mood to your renders

Contact point
Gary Whiteley can tie ernalied as
drgaz@cix.compulink.co uk.

When it comes to interior scenes a new lighting pattern is needed,
since the Sun is no longer likely to be the main light source. if indeed it
is present at all. In this care we need to simulate the effect of the Sun
with a *Key' light (so-called because it is the main light source), but rt is
also usual practice to add one or more extra lights to provide fill to
soften up the shadows caused by the key light and to enhance detail in
the otherwise dark areas caused by using a single light source.

The key light is the brightest light source in the setup and is usually a
point or distant (parallel) light source which is set to cast shadows
Place it to orL: side of the camera, about 30 degrees above and at a
reasonable distance from the main centre of attention The absolute
distance of the key light from the subject depends on the strength of
the light and the 3D package you are using In Imagine, a distance of
at least 1000 units for a R200, 6200. 8200 light is recommended

The Fill light is around half the brightness of the key light, set on a
level with the main subject on the opposite side of the camera to the
key light, but at an equivalent distance from the subject It is usual for
this light to be set to cast NO shadows. Sometimes a second fill light
will be placed behind and to the left of the main subject to provide

Artifi cial l ight
more soft fi ll Again, vary the colour of  the lights away from the
standard default settings for more interesting results.

Once the key and fill lights have been positioned, the rest of the
room/environment can be lit accordingly. Perhaps there are wall or
other incidental lights, or maybe a small window. These shouldn't
contribute much to the main lighting setup but they should add
interest to the background and illuminate the rest of the scene to
produce the desired effect. You can also add some ambient light. but
remember to keep it to a minimum to avoid flooding out your main
lights.

There will be situations where the key light might be a large. well-lit
window in a building, for example, In this case, position a fill light
where it most effectively softens the shadows and yet still enhances the
detail of the scene, Try different positions for the fill light until you find
one which produces the most pleasing results.

Obviously, there are too many variations to go into here, so don't be
afraid to experiment. If you want more ideas, use the resources of your
local library and read up on film, theatrical and photographic lighting
to get more insight into lighting your 3D worlds.

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
N O V E M B E R

Carq Whiteleg
etiolain5 basic
lighting for 30
rendering
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Classifieds

•  Amiga contacts wanted. Chris Jones. 34 Park
Street. Grimsby, South Humbs. DN32 701)
•  Contacts wanted: John Piper, 42 Christchurch
Drive, Blacksvater, Camberley, Surrey Gui7
OHH.
•  CO32 games, send SAE DoJ Castle, tiemorran.
Upper 'toffs, Ilfracombe. EX34 8A2
•  Nniga Amigo 88S, Online 10 30prn-5arn. 7
days, tel - 01236 763671.
•  Amiga contacts. Disk mag. contact - Mark, 7
Mosley Park Merry, 8147 1HR

•  Large range of PD software. send 2x15t
class stamps for disk catalogue to G_Davis,
14 Albany, Stonehouse, Glos, GLIO 2P5,
•  Wanted: A500 technical reference
manuals, lhardware, AmigaDOSI tel: 01283
512926.
•  STAR LC200 colour printer E90. Tel: 01782
720335 after 7pm.
•  2Mb Al200 expansion. E85. CD-ROM
drive, games. E130. Tel. 01983 290001
•  Zimbabwe Amiga contacts wanted.
Contact J Morrison, 33 Kirkland Street
Glasgow 020 6SY.

FAST A M I G A
PAIRS

FAULTY TROUBLESOME
COMPUTER??

CALL FOR COLLECTION OR
PERSONALLY DELIVER TO THE
EXPERTS FOR FAST RELIABLE

REPAIR OF YOUR AMIGA
FOR ONLY

E24.99 .t PARTS
• NO  OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE

WE REPAIR TO COMPONENT LEVEL
A500, A600, 1200, 1500, 2000, 3000,

4000 & CD32
FREE GIFT WITH EVERY REPAIR

PLEASE SPECIFY
MOUSE MAT.,
MOUSE HOLDER
DISK CLEANING KIT
ADD £5 REPLACE MOUSE
ADO £5 JOYSTICK SEGA STYLE —I

1BARGAIN HARD DRIVES
FITTED 8 5 / 5 0 0  Mb  C A L L

EXCHANGE SERVICE
MODULATORS C 1 9 . 5 0

CI 9.50
DISK DRIVES C 2 5 , 5 0
KEYBOARDS . C 2 5 . 5 0

95% SUCCESS RATE ON ALL COMPUTERS
t  DOOR TO DOOR COLLECTION OF YOUR COMPUTER

ANYWHERE I N THE UK
144 TANNER STREET, TOWER BRIDGE, LONDON SE I 2 HG

Call FAST on 0171 2 5 2

C 1 1 •
1
1 1 : 1
4 1 b r  
*
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Name

Address

Postcode Telephone

Cheques should be made payable to " Amiga Computing
Psease include my adyensernent in the nest available ISSUE DI AMISta COapid.ng I  conram Mar the 4ell4ett is not telling illegal copses m
lortware ot hardware that do not belong to me. I permit you to publish my addresvstelephone number only I  I have included these
details within my achertitement cpy. I am OW/ 1
8  y e a r s  c i e  a g e  
( a p p l i t a n h  
u n d e r  
1 8  
m u s t  
g e t  
a  
p a r e n
t  
o r  
g u a r d
i a n  
t o  
% i o
n  
b e l o
w : .

Signed

Send to: AMC Classifieds, Media House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield 5K10 41
,
4P

FREE
E6
El 0

iivmember to include your
phone numberiaddress in the
advert as well as on the form,

A m i g a  C o m p u t i n g
NO V E MBE R 1 9 9 5

•  Call Virtual Visions 88S on 01322 663910
24hrs. Sysop Lew.
•  Amiga 1200 contacts wanted. Contact
Craig, 24 Roosevelt Road. Durham DH1 1PR
•  Wanted: A500 Power Pack. Will pay El°
ono. Tel' 01235 521931.
•  Wanted: night flying for M20 disk. Thalion.
Tel: 0116 2386546.
•  Speedball 2, Midwinter, Tomato game.
Flight Sims, others, E4 each. Tel: 0114
2452804,
•  Emplant board deluxe IPC & Mac), E200
ono. Tel. 0114 2684887.

•  CD-ROM software AMICDFS, E20.
Photctworx E20, Call 01573 224632
anytime.
•  AS00 contacts wanted. Contact Bob. 14
Ashley Drive, Banstead, Surrey 5M7 2A0
•  Al200 with hard drNe and monitor, E3
Tel: 01322 663624
•  Piccolo 5.064 RIG board, 4Mb Zorro 211,
E260. Tel: 01570 493440
•  Communicator 111 plus CDs, software,
CD32, CD-ROM Converter. E60. AlsoCD32
I 6CDs, loads of software. plus Pad. E 180.
Tel: 01908 274681.
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POWER

CD
The P ower CD- ROM f o r  t h e  A m ig a
600/1200 p lu g s  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e
PCMCIA p o r t  and p rov ides  a  d irec t
SCSI-I and  SCSI-II interfac e,  a l lo w in g
up y o  s ix  a d d i t io n a l  dev ic es  t o  b e
connected. What 's  mo re  t h e  P ower
CD-ROM features  a 'Ho t -p lug '  wh ic h
allows you t o  connect and disconnect
the CD-ROM and any  other addit ional
devices e v e n  w h e n  t h e  A m i g a  I s
switched on.

The CD-ROM driv e comes wit h  a  SCSI
interface, PSU, manua l,  a u d io  lead,
mains l e a d  a n d  s o f t w a r e  w h i c h
Includes A u d io  CD,  CD32 E mu la t o r,
MPEG Film Decoder and Photo CD

A M I G A  6 0 0 / 1 2 0 0

x2 SPEED CD-ROM INC SQUiRREL . 1 1 9 9
X4 SPEED CD-ROM INC SQUIRREL . 1 2 9 9
A IWA  X 2  S P E E D INC SQUIRREL ,  •  ,  . 1 2 0 9

AMIGA 4000
DOUBLE SPEED CD-ROM
QUAD SPEED CD-ROM
AMIGA 4000 SCSI-INTERFACE

SCSI INTERFACE REQUIRED FOR A4000

POWER

1159
1259
1129

•
•
•

ROM
quad-speed

••••

••••
la y  2 4 0 V  S C S I  ID C OOLIN G

SWITCH F A N

double-speed

SCSI CONNECTORS

......
POWER COMI*JTING.• • t

f:: H S I  v FV- ri  123eMel 111r.
• • •  •  !

e  1  I  H
I D  " 1 "  
C I  
I t 7
.

V IPER

•••

star ting from

••••

E119.95

••
•
•

SCSI
CONNECTORS

•
•
•
•
•

'DUAL SPEED CD-ROM CASING DIFFERS FROM ONE SHOWN

•
•
•
•

AUDIO IPUOUT

•
••
•

AUDIO
IN?OlIT

£54
80 w at t

The V iper 28 can hav e u p  t o  128M8
RAM installed, full Kickstart remapping.
o p t io n a l  SCSI-II adap t o r,  o n -b o a rd
bat t e ry  b a c k e d  c loc k ,  6 8 8 8 2  c o -
processor, ins t ruc t ion and data burs t
modes.

VIPER 28 MKII BARE  / 1 1 9 . 9 5
VIPER 28 MKII 2MB  £ 1 9 9 . 9 5
VIPER 28 MKII 4MB  / 2 5 9 . 9 5
VIPER 28 MKII 8MB £ 3 9 9 . 9 5
VIPER 28 MKII 16MB 1 5 6 9 . 9 5

The V iper SO can hav e up  t o  128MB
RAM ins talled,  and the same features
as the Viper 28.

VIPERSOOARE [ 1 9 9 . 9 5
VIPER 50 2MB  £ 2 7 9 . 9 5
VIPER 50 4MB  £ 3 4 9 . 9 5
VIPER 50 8MB   f 4 7 9 . 9 5
VIPER 50 I6MB   1 6 4 9 . 9 5

•••
E 2
.
9 9

quad-speed

a

MIONEIIMID

••
•
•••

E199*
dua L -speed

CD-ROM SOFTWARE
LIGHTWAVE 30 ENHANCER 1 5 5 . 9 5
CDBOOT 1 0    1 2 9
WORLD INF0'95  1 3 9 . 9 5
DA CAPO VOL 1 MUSIC MODULE 1 2 5
FRESHFONTS II  1 1 7
GAMERS DELIGHT  £ 2 5
GOLDFISH 2  1 2 5
LIGHT ROM  £ 3 9
MAGIC ILLUSIONS  fl O
MEETING PEARLS VOL 1  fl O
MEETING PEARLS VOL 2  fl O
THE LIGHT WORKS  1 3 4
THE BEAUTY OF CHAOS 1 1 2
AMINET 5  1 1 2
AMINET SET 1  £ 2 5
CD-WRITE   1 3 9
FRESH FISH 8  £ 2 5
GATEWAY VOL 1 f 9 . 9 5

FPU's c omp le t e  w i t h  crystal_ Please
state for Blizzard compatibility .

20MHZ FPU PLCC  £ 2 0 . 9 5
33MHZ FPU PLCC  1 3 9 . 9 5
40MHZ FPU PLCC . . .  f 6 0 . 9 5
50MHZ FPU PGA  £ 8 9 . 9 5
SCSI-II INTERFACE WIPER II ONIY1 £ 6 9 . 9 5
4MB SIMM   1 1 3 9
8MB SIMM  £ 2 7 9

A l200 8MB RAM card which uses 1 x
32 SIMMs and is PCMCIA friendly
.PC1208 BARE  £ 5 9 . 9 5
PC1208 1MB   £ 8 9 9 5
PC1208 2MB  1 1 2 9 . 9 5
PCl208 4MB  £ 1 8 9 . 9 5
PC1208 8MB  £ 3 2 9 . 9 5

11•111•1•110110
WARP ENC)-14ES fP0A

TELEPHON

FACSIMILE

••• t . M t  tAltio•oma ver•act PaOrKt. Ala •11•11f %MAO 01

- 0 1 2 3 4  2 7 3 0 0 0  P O W E R  COMPUTING
44A/B STANLEY SIR

3 5 2 2 0 7  B E O F  D  M K  a  7
• r '

owe r
1k n4 Wfl hift 0 •1  Mrok i t • t i  414 t 0 0 0 1 1 3 1  31.1 •ICIWIFF



Imagine a world where light
doesn't move in waves...

Cinema4Er"
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•  P l e a s e  send me some more information on Cinema4D,and my free demo copy of the program. The demo is
compatible with any Amiga running Workbench 2.04

•  ( o r  higher) and with 2Ath, or more, of free memory,

•

•

•

Free CinemailD Demo Disk

Ibu tan also otaaat a Once dk noo pack
by Caning HsSok freebhone. on 0500 223660

Name.
ddress:

Post Code:

The world-heating Cinema-SD is
Available from all good Amiga
software dealers, priced at (199 inc.
I f  you experience any difficulties
obtaining Cinema4D, you can order
tree by telephoning our order
hotline on 0500 223660, armed with
your credit or debit card or you can
send us a cheque or postal orders.
Please add 1.3 P&P for despatch to
addresses within the UK, E6 for
next day delivery (if goods in stock).
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HiSoft Systems is proud to present G i n o
-
1 1 A D  -  a  n e w  
w o r l d  
o f

Amiga ray-tracing. CinemAD is packed with power-user features
that will satisfy even the most demanding users. Moreover, at 299
inc., Cinema4D does not carry a power-user price tag.

Cinema4D provides an easy-to-use multi-tasking editor replete
with every conceivable option including window-based realtime
interactive modelling, modelling directly in 3D, basic and complex
primitives with uncountable variations, easy object manipulation,
moveable tool, object and texture lists, definable object hierarchies,
optimised versions for 68020 (Al200 etc.) & FPUs and much more!

The Cinema4D animator brings you even closer to the world of
"virtual reality", breathing life into objects and scenes. It doesn't
matter whether you want to have your spaceship dock with a new
spacestation, or take a tour around the darkest dungeon - with
Cinema4D its so simple. With just a few mouse clicks you will
have your objects move realistically through time and space.

CinemAD runs on all Amigas with a minimum of 3MB RAM, and
Kickstart 2 or higher. Cinema4D supports all Amiga and graphic
card modes (HAM, HAM8, 24-bit,etc.) and recognised file formats
(Imagine, Sculpt, DXF, Reflections, etc.).

S Y S T E M S
The Old School, Greenfield

Bedford MK45 5DE UK
Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716

illSOf t @ e iX.C OM I t lit in k.co .u k


