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uid Silicon

Alpha and Omega
systems are now

shipping.
Please ask for latest
delivery information

for new orders.

Call us for your nearest UK
dealer for the POSum point of
sale systems and the EBMS

business management
solutions.

Second hand A7000s and
Risc PCs from only £70.00

inc. VAT & delivery!
Also network cards,

backplanes, CD drives etc.
Please check our web site

or phone for details.

Authorised Registered
I n s t a l l e r  D (  ,  pc i

IP 114 I o b  --;lir ougu.„ •  t  4 ,  •Ili I l i

a  F R E E P O S T  EH2725Kirkcaldy, File, KY2 5BR
l a  d e United Kingdom

Tel: 01592 592265 Fax:  01592 596102

Oh Ilk e m a i l :  sales@liquid-silicon.comhttp://www.liquid-silicon,com

lyonix Computers
All iyonix systems come with a free USB hub until
further notice.
iyonix (128Mb, 40Gb, CD) E 1 2 6 9 . 0 0
lyonix (128Mb, 80Gb, CDRW) E 1 3 1 9 . 0 0
lyonix (512Mb, 100Gb, CDRW) E 1 4 1 9 . 0 0
Aemulor E 5 8 . 7 5
Podule backpiane E 4 9 . 0 0

Se to Parallel converter E 2 5 . 0 0
Upgrades/Expansion cards/Extras E A s k

Microdigital Computers
Alpha M1 Portable, 14.1" E 9 2 5 . 0 0
Alpha M2 Portable, 15.1" E 1 0 7 0 . 0 0
Alpha M3 Portable, 15.1", 1400x1050 E 1 1 7 0 . 0 0
Alpha M4 Portable, 15.1" E 1 2 9 5 . 0 0
Alpha M5 Portable, 17" widescreen, 1440x900 E141.5•00
Omega standard tower case
Omega midi tower case
Omega desktop case

Upgrades/Expansion cards/Extras

RiscStation Computers
R7500 Lite+ £ 6 5 6 . 7 5
R7500 NetWorx E 4 8 0 . 5 0
R7500 Net Worx HD E 5 3 9 . 3 0
R7500 Scorcher E 7 9 7 . 5 0
R7500 Scorcher Twindeck E 8 3 3 . 0 0
Monitors
ilyama 1352 (15" FST) E 9 8 . 4 0
• ama Vision Master 1403*(17" FST) E 1 1 3 . 4 0

a Vision Master Pro 1413 o r  NF) E 1 4 4 . 6 5
a Vision Master Pro 413* ( l r  HBNF) E 1 6 6 . 4 0

iiyama Vision Master 1451 (19" FST) E l  44.65
• iyama Vision Master Pro 454 (19" NF) E 3 1 6 . 0 0
ilyama Vision Master Pro 455* (19" HBNF) E 2 0 7 . 2 0
ilyama Vision Master 506 (21" M T )  E 4 4 5 . 2 0

• ilyama Vision Master Pro 513 (22- NF) E 4 4 5 . 2 0
liyama Vision Master Pro 514 (22" NF) E 5 6 6 . 2 5

Ilyama Pro-Lite E380S (15" LCD)
yama 3819* (15" LCD)

a 3835*(15" LCD)
a Pro-Lite E430 (1v/Bk/Silver) (17" LCD)

liyama Pro-Lite E431 (Ivory/Black) o r  LCD)
ilyama 4315*(17" LCD)
ilyama 4332*(17" LCD)
ilyama 4611 (18" LCD)
ilyama 4612*(18.1" LCD)
ilyama 4636 (18.1" LCD)
ilyama 4637 Black (18.1" LCD)
ilyama 4821* (19" LCD)
liyama 4831 (19" LCD)
ilyama 5131* (20.1" LCD)
ilyama 5311 Black (20.8" LCD)
ilyama 5611 Black (22.2" LCD)
• Also available in black.
Monitors are also available from AOC, CTX, IBM,
Phillips, Samsung and Sony.
ViewFinder card (32Mb)
Touchscreen monitors coming soon.

£1355.00
£1399.00
£1402.00

EAsk

E270.75
£316.00
E384.00
E362.25
E370.40
E486.00
E486.00
E452.00
E520.00
E785.20
E560.80
E724.00
E783.85

E1179.55
E3149.00
E5499.00

E240.00

4  1PFP k TDK.
Discs (e.g.20x black discs -  £6.28)

Batteries (e.g. 4x AA Mra alkaline -  £2.14)
Also Audio & Video Tapes. Min; Discs.

COAL DAT tapes etc.

All prices INCLUDE VAT & UK carriage
Official orders, foreign orders and callers welcome.

Memory Upgrades
Please call to check current prices.
Risc PCA7000RlscSIatlon.Mlco SIMPils:
18110113 FPM
32Iab EDO (MC, worts in Rise PCs)
6411Ab EDO (wefts in Rise PC.)
128Mb EDO
211ilb \IRANI (upgraded 1Mb cards)

Music & Sound Section
Please call for other musical items
MIDI interfaces
MIDI Max II internal 1 xl xl
Parallel Pon 1 0  )(1 (back in stock)
RiscStation MIDI drivers & cable
RiscStation XG card & cable
RiscStation XG card, cable & keyboard
Sibelius 6
Sibelius 7 Student
Sibelius 7
Sibelius 2 for PC.filac

£2820
£25.75
£39.00
£77.55
£49.95

£93.95
E92.95
£17.95

£11695
£245.95

£97.95
£245.95
£394.95
£535.50

Other Hardware
10 1008aseT ethernet card (RCI £ 8 9 . 0 0
Mouse (GeniusSTD Acorn-compatible) £ 1 9 . 9 5
Mouse (P5'2 Logiteich) £ 1 4 . 9 9
P52MouseMini adaptor for older inachinesti 8.95
Printers
Rise PC second slice (no PSU)
RISC OS 4 (fitting & Select available)
RiscStation second serial port
Scanners
StrongARM & RISC OS 4

Other Software
Abuse
Art Works 2
C ( 2 6  32-bit version)
CD Burn
Chaos Engine
DataPower 2
Doom.. CDs
Descent CDs
Desktop Repton CO
DialUp 2 1  Messenger Pro
Easi Writer Pro-. CD
FastSpook
Grapevine
Heroes of Might I  Magic 2
Krises Collection Gold CD
lanMan98
OHP 2 CD
Oregano 2 CD
Other Worlds CO
Ovation Pro CD
Personal Accounts
Photodesk Olympic CD
Prophet 34 Pro
Quake
R-Comp Internet Suite
Schema 2
SheWrIter
Sleuth 3
Sound Plugin for browsers
SVG Plogin tor browsers
Syndicate.
TBA Games CD
Tech Writer Pros. CD
TEK
WebFX30

Books & Manuals
RISC OS Manual. CD

CCall
£95.00
£85.00
£10.95

CCall
£299.00

£20.00
£165.00
C195.00
£55.96
£19.50

£120.95
£30.00
£25.00
£19.90
£56.90
£16.95
£17.50
£2496
£32.00
£25.95
£39.25
£37.96
£97.95
£17.95

C138-95
£44.00

E127.116
£179.00
£22.00
£73.96
£58.95
£3895
£48.95
£11.50
£11.50
126.50
£20.00
E99.95
£29.95
£24.50

£29.95

We will attempt to match or beat any advertised price -  even special offers.
Our free catalogue contains over 2000 items.

Please ask for a copy or visit our web site.
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Soltek Obic EQ340
Supports Intel Pentium 4, Intel 865G Chipset, Supports
800Mhz FSB, Intel Extreme Graphics. 8xAGP Slot. 6
Channel Audio + SPDIF 3 Firewire Ports. 6 USB2.0
Ports. 2x 5.25 Drive Bays. 2x 3.5 Drive Bay.

Only 069+ VAT 099 inc VAT
Actual model may &ter from shown

Dedicated Account Managers for our
Corporate and Education customers
Bespoke Built Systems
Upgrade Components
Call and CoNect
Same and Next Day Delivery

w . -e  040-
It is our belief that by offering
exceptional customer service and
support we build a long lasting
relationship with our customers.
Our relationships with our suppliers
enables us to source outstanding
quality products to build award
winning systems. Offering you a
quality system built by a reputable
company, at aggressive prices...

etat,• -roi. ,,, -., 151.410%,
PC MINIM Pt RONSON

. ;IP li Pa ro .. %SP
Mese XIS (131CL ii•Fors 6.7 6/18-Stateri
AVAi 021 A e l 0 3 1  l A r ,  03l

E169 +,AT
1 2 1 . ) c )  INC VAT

Offering the right product, at
the right price, at the right
time ...There's never been a
better time to buy!

FROM1E799 +VAT

TITAN XLA with 3GHz 800Mhz FSB+ HT Technology
Suntek Vivid case, Intel* Pentiumm 4 3.0Gliz 800MI-tz FSB processor, Samsung DVD/CDRW,
80Gb Maxtor Hard Drive, 128Mb XFX Geforce FX 5200, 512Mb DOR 400 memory, 3.5 Floppy Disc Drive,
Microsoft Windows XP Home Edition, 56K modem, atronix keyboard ano mouse, %/ideologic speakers,
include a 1 year R-rs Warranty, assembled and configured. E r f i n E 9 3 9  inc.VAT

O P T I O N A L U P G R A D E S  15.1" I F  CD( Silver/Black monitor E 17901AT 1 year warranty clui VAT

01274 471279
El t-7S-A 74;nnWe eccept credit card payments et 2.5% surcrarge. Debit cards free of surcharge.

Inntoor Road, Cross Lane Tong. West Vocative 6011 2PS• Customer Service; 01274 471206
An orders exclude delivery. Next day de Ivory available horn £8 46 Lilo VAT. Al  prices correct at time of
publication ard subiect to chance EWE. For I V  terms and conditions vote to address above.
irtele. Intel logo. Irrtel Inside ogo. are Parternarits or registered trade/merits of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and Other countries
Performance may vary depending on the sysnern corrtio.oston and soitwe,e app cations used. See ,vww•Intel corniinfoiryperthreading for informaton

www.ccicomputers.co.uk
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1 V ; M e m o r y  Card Headers

TWO slot 4—in-1 CF I & II, MD & SM f22
Four slot 7—in-1 CF I & II, MD, SM, SD,

MMC M e m o r y  stick
Internal or external versions £36

lyonix & Castle USB podule compatible

15" Widescreen L C D  3 inputs, picture-in-picture 1330

L e x m a r k  laser 600dpi, 16ppm, PCL6 & heavy duty _1270

20%-75% Off selected titles
see: http://www.cjemicros.co.uk/swoffersi

IDE CDRW 12836 inc. CD Burn Price drop E125 32bit CC++ (30% off!) £138

IDE CDRW Burn Proof 522452 inc CD Burn £135 ZIP 100MB SCSI S/H (External £120) E 6 5

Optima Video editing system upgrades f r o m  L500t Sill EagleM2 Audio/Video digitiser £160
40GB IDE Hard Disc Special offer £90 H P  3820 Inkjet printer inc. driver £130

8 0 G B  I D E  Hard Disc (7200rpm) £125 Psion 5MX (Ericsson MC218) L a s t  one L260t
160GB I D E  Hard Disc (7200rpm) £200 I m p a c t 3  Database Now 32bit compat• S p e c i a l  offer £601-

USD to 2 x PS2 for Iyonix N E W '  E30 S / H  24i16 Audio/Video digitiser rare' £270

Canon Camera 4M pixel, 3xOptical zoom £380 S i H  StrongARM cards from L150i
Yakumo Camera 4/2M pixel small! £176 750MB ZIP drive IDE inc. disc E150
15" L C D  1024)(768 £270 R-Comp Software Sale

DSL Routers
dc • Now from

9 5  for cable line e.g. N M
E 11 5  for standard BT line
Please phone for more info or see
http:11wwwciemicms.co.tddadsil

** Special ** Canon S750 Printer 4 Ink tanks inc. driver E180 (for photoreal driver add E40) **  Special **

EDO RAM 32MB £30 64MB £45 128MB £85
FPM RAM 64MB £50 128MB £90

Free- -  I Y O N I X  p c s  f r o m  E  I 249  Please phone or see: http:11wwwcjemicros.caukliyonixlCard Reader'
7

Network Card
10baseT & 2

for RPC/A7000
Offer extended! f 4 5 t

hi '  Laser Printer
Hi Spec, tray fed, refurbished HP 6P!

600DP1, 8ppm, PCL5, parallel port.
250 sheet tray, 4K page toner cartridge, 12K duty cycle

* o p -
E 1 3 0 1 -  -t-flOp&p

3 month warranty

Pett/t/16MB Osaris
ARM7 CPU, EPOC OS

Backlight and Compact Flash slot

E125
One year warranty

All CJE prices INCLUDE VAT @17.5%
& UK mainland delivery, unless otherwise stated.

Official orders welcome. E&OE. Prices subject to change & sto
Items marked t  are sold by 4D (Fourth DImension) and have no VAT

S/H RiscPCs P r i c e  drop! E80t
RiscPC slices f r o m  £35

CJE Micro's & 4D
78 Brighton Road

Worthing
ck. W e s t  Sussex

BN11 2EN
Tel 01 903 523222 F a x  01903 523679 salesgojemicros.co.uk http://www.cjemicros.co.uk/

54g Wireless networking
comes to RISC OS

over 4 times faster than earlier wireless systems
and greater range!

Just plug it into your ethernet interfaces
or hub both ends!

0 4 0  per bridge unit
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t . . .
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Hiltor's
Com monts

I talked a little bit last time about possible
futures for RISC OS and the associated
machines. It's strange perhaps to refer to it
that way but realistically what we all
consider to be RISC OS isn't really RISC
OS at all, i ts an easy to use Graphical User
Interface and a set of code modules with a
nice easy application interface.

The fact is that you can have RISC OS
running on a completely non-ARM machine
and it's still RISC OS as far as you're
concerned. You can't embarrassed about it
being an Intel machine because we've been
running on Intel-manufactured chips for
years. You could get precious about it
running on a Pentium of some variety or
another but that really isn't the thing.

The thing we object to is the total
dominance of Windows and the
brainwashing of the populace into thinking
that Windows is the only fruit. When in fact
there are at least three other options for
desktop machines,

But I digress. In this issue we are looking at
the enhancements to BBC BASIC that have
been made for the lyonix. Arguably only
some of them are necessary, I imagine
some behind the scenes work has been
necessary (beyond just making it 32-bit
compatible). Some of the enhancements
are handy from the programmer viewpoint.
But what programmer is going to use the
new features? None, unless the program
being written will only work on the lyonix.

What should happen is that the language
should be made available to anyone for
download whether that's done through
Castle or RISCOS Ltd is largely irrelevant,
that it should be done is important.

BBC BASIC makes a wonderful fast
prototyping tool for RISC OS-based
software. Actually it makes a very good
application language full stop. If Castle
want to sell RISC OS-based systems to
third parties then having an easy to use
application language is very important.

And that language should be BBC BASIC, it
could do with more work and some rather
more dramatic enhancements but it could
be the bees-knees. Letting it stagnate, and
not even making it generally available does
not make sound commercial sense.

Rob Donaldson

8 News

The latest news from the world of RISC

OS and power computing

15 Graphics

Nigel Gatherer goes into more detail
about graphic design in the real world
with RISC OS

16 lyonix Applications

We have been looking at the upgrades
and speed improvements that the lyonix
PC can bring to RISC OS

25 SE Show

Back to Guildford! If you can't remember
how to get there. let us tell you how

29 E-Commerce

We show you some details about
starting up in worldwide world of E-
Commerce

36 ECDL

More information following last month's
article wrapping our look at ECDL

40 Free Ads

Get what you need at a cheaper price

41 Education

All the latest news about the RISC OS
and the education market

44 Education Review

Scientific Education used to be all text

books now webcams are at large it's all
set to become much more interesting

49 Drobe

Plenty of RISC OS information stored
and waiting to be accessed by you

50 Subscriptions

Make sure you don't miss out on the
next few issues of Acorn User
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High Speed Computing
Order your RISC OS
Machine today...

Call us for friendly advice or
visit our website
We also stock a wide range of
RISC OS Software and accessories.

w e  specialise in all your RISC OS
needs for individual customers or
small businesses.

RiscStation
RISC iclat. t . t t  Ta 4 1 , t t l o g i a , s

MicroDigital

I Y  ic=) 1  F L c i

• P.O. Box 519 •  Doncaster
• South Yorkshire •  DN4 °GE
• salesgetcsystems.coAik

TEL: 01302 337559 F A X :  1301302 337564

•_a
2

•

l i t  I I \  •Chee d  o 1 t h
your Current PC ca d?

MANI,
664 F

There is a option..J I
Here is the answ o u

have been lo king for.

o-bit• . u k
oad -

ventry
e'Ve
TeL 024 76661001
Fax 0 2 4  76662999
Mobile: 07714251011
Email sales@microbit.demon.co.uk

The
Micro

Remo e  PC

Taduaeov

35 raw
Tree anima AGP
16 bit Sound/bluer
10/I99 Nemo& card
All cabk, and xreiceinif
Setup Accrit HiverataNemnb S o l e
Aom,Nerwatit
VSC tote/ran au you can nal eirannrs loiter/at on ran Boo PC ,w Lk RISC OS
Deoktop on the PC
Sumba t a t e =  to enable ytm in see your Acorn hard &me an pc-
Installabon y e t i  dont Moe iffq problem.
12 Month. RIB
All dui l'ar pan E450 + v a t

EAU. d mated
Windows tIlt5ribla PIll e m , *  CD 9rinata3o4 z
W!aclotea 200a/ZP £ 9 9  S a t
5; Speod =Rom drive nor neludaal a r c . ,
60(39 Hard drive Replacrnent 13399 v a t
So dump your Frootam In dm ten ad gam 121.11 rota arum LO the toll
The ads-as:we of mins thA sytinal are
No more ttanpai,inITy pke,

qoaa to o;cuta tour =rest Rtac PC
litahea Spot Kits ltered oo Panto= 4 mutable Tilersott appbotbont
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Sar) for 'shouting' but the reference to USE in our previous advert seemed to confuse one dealer

To be dear. If you have a Simtec USE card already, or are looking to add one to your machine you
might consider using a wireless USE adaptor to connect your machines wireiessly.

If you clo not sash to take advantage of USE (for example if you have no podule slots spare), or if you
have art lyorrix machine our flexible access point I mecla converter will allow you to convert any wired
network into a wireless one Simply add a NET100 card if required

Wireless Networking...
NO USL

oFOIJIPE,4

aill products comply with IEEE1302 l i b  and mterwork with other compliant systems

. 1 i l -  p l u g s  into RISC OS machines lilted with Sim tin USE card Stack based oft

acclaimed 0/1300 code E79 95 PC version (no RISC OS divers) C69 95
• oiss -  .  This versatile demi!, allows single machine or group

of machine ,w i t h  network cards to be initegtated into a wireless network E99.P5inc
l a d

We prefer to talk through every Install, so please contact us If you are considering a wireless solution.
We promise not to leave you confused

1.qa

.101 00111asoT NoMmont card for lant9C 4-000
• Pr0,1110111or access to 10 or 100 Megabit notoorks
• Seporal hatdrod Kayla& dt FLASH itommcmy for dtivors
• Ity0•1-5.100 to runtly FLASH corstorms tor claw domes
• L e w  latenck Man (1111•90600.1110 Mogabil cards
• 140 integalton brints alordable notnorkmg

Crnity £69 • del • VAT • upset
RISC OS lo PC (110100. PC cad soon).  21101mc

NI0N011, catches. ti pod EASmc I  peat • M o o
1•111111,11098 • Talmo

Cation and sew manorial,' drOcos mailabto

tA -  For use with Portable machines. E59,95inc

PS2MouseMini

SAVE MONEY bi141

Vtti' A t e :  Probably the most inipressive broacband router and New all yeti f t  26nc

A smktally sponitod untracomptable pcmy_itr supply

• MOVA ratod
• Up Us 45 mormies Imckup
• AVPIt ifallt Coos or buci, mains ,oNalmitint of
valorancit)
• 320 Jouie maim spike prabodton
• RS latorng
• Famed and poleclect modem, sockets
• Soklated with cating to mach to 2 otachmos doktoos

1:04.90 •  1:1 0 carrta9e £ 7 4  Mint

Our PS2MouseMini interface allows you to use P5/2 PC
mice with your RISC OS machine.

Only E18.95inc

3 button PS/2 mouse E5.95inc
Genius wheel mouse E12.95inc

Genius optical mouse El 7.951nc
Genius wireless wheel mouse £19.95

Genius Optical Wireless mouse £29.95

Devices above require PS2MouseMini for use on RiscPC.
k

Jioard ro •-"-'

In association with: www.RISCOS-USB.com
We present a range of devices for the siktrrEc USB Card

p.

Got a Digital Camera or a Palmtop? You need DIGIFLASH!!!

These brand new interfaces, supplied with a new, full read/write filing
system allow owners of the Simtec USB card to use virtually all

s camera card formats.

DigiFlash2 read/writes SmartMedia and Typel Compact Flash.

DigiFlash7 adds Type2 OF, Memory Stick, Secure Digital, MultiMedia
Card and Microdrive.

Digiflasha NEW PRICE E39,95 Digiflash7: NEW PRODUCT £59.95

Simtec USB card

Provides USE expansion to RISC OS
machines 8mA:fled with drivers for
keyboards, mice joysticks etc.

NEW PRICE C69 • del •  VAT w f89Inc
4 pat hub E10 with cad (C20 alone)

,

Epsorel 660 sc, i e r
USE scanning at true 3200x1 600dpi Includes
transparency adaptor u s e  cable etc

Scanner only £179 00
TWAIN and scanning software E35
SPECIAL OFFER Scanner, USE card and
FREE TWAIN and Scanning Software E268

Our Keyboard Controlled Switch allows a single keyboard, monitor and mouse to be used with several machines!

Fully buffered - madames may be powered up In any order Supplied with UL2919 rated cabling
Enhanced for RISC OS machhes - if it hasn't got our name outside the boot doesn't have our modifications inside be box
Simple to set up with full instructions Simply the best quality switch evadable for RISC OS machines

2 pod switch: E89inc; 4 port switch: E1291nc. Includes all cabling etc. PS2MouseMini only £10 with a switch.

Don't compromise on a retail PC - let us give you a no-cbligation quote for a custom machine which does what you need.

,es and MP -

Simply transfer data between RISC OS and
PC madUnes

64ME: E37,95
1213MB e57 95
266MEL C97 95

Ath MP3 playback E79
MP3 playback E99

MP3 version soon!

USB giv4you MUCH
MUCH MORE!
USB Printer Interfaces - add more printers to
your machine'

US8 Zip drives for transfer of data no SCSI
problems ever again,

USB 'fun' cameras Affordable snapshots!
(please contact PhotoOesk for professional
solutions)

USE Printers USE wireless networking USE
SEN devices

As devetopers, we commission. d e a r  and
supply these and MUCH MUCH MORE'
Ccmtact us for further details

STD
1/Semet Ty r r e l l  Delarelepemen1Ps

Stuart Tyrrell Developments E m a i l :  info@stdevel.co.uk
PO Box 183. OLDHAM 0L2 8FB http://www.stdevel.co.uk

Tel: 0845 458 8803 / 01706 848 600 All prices include VAT and P&P
Fax: 0870 164 1604 (national rate) SwitchNisa/Mastercard welcomed.

All trademarks acknowledged. E&OEStuart Tyrrell Development is a trading name or Advantage Stx Ltd

Owl
if*."



News

R i s o  OS South-East 2003 is to be
held at Guildford College on
October 18th. Given the

tremendous success of last year's show.
the organisers were keen to hold a
sequel. As last year, the show is being
organised by the Surrey and Sussex
Acorn User Group in conjunction with
Fillin Ltd.

Last year all stands in the hall were
taken and the response from exhibitors
this year has been even better. Many
have asked for additional stand space,
plus there will be are even more
exhibitors than last year. As a
consequence the exhibition area will be
expanded to take in the space used by
the theatre last year. This has the dual
benefits of allowing more exhibitors plus
more space for visitors to move around
in (it was a little crowded last year).

Current exhibitors include:

It is expected that several other names
will be added before the show
commences.

The theatre will be in a separate room
but within easy reach of the hall. The
theatre presentations are as follows:

Jack Lillingston of Castle will again be a
key speaker and will talk about the future
of RISC OS, giving his story about the
purchase of the operating system from
Pace. News of lyonix development will
be the subject of a second presentation.

08

• A c o r n  Publisher
• A c o r n  User
• A r c h i v e
• A e m u l o r
• A P D L
• T h e  ARM Club
• B r i a n  Jaques
• C a s t l e  Technology
• C h a r i t y  Stand
• C J E  Micro's
• E lec t ron ic  Font Foundry
• F o r t r a n  Friends
• I c o n  Technology
• I C  Software
• I T C
• M W  Software
• P a u l  Vigay
• P e t e r  Naulls
• Pho todesk
• R C o m p
• R I S C  OS Ltd
• S e r i o u s  Statistical Software
• V i r t u a l  Acorn

RISC OS South East Show
RISC OS Ltd will give the latest news of
the Select scheme, while R-Comp will
also be announcing new products. We
expect other talks from Brian Jaques
and Acorn Publisher.

Visit the show Web site
www.fillin.co.ukiseshow for more details,
maps and details of public transport. The
show will be open from 10:00 am to 4:00
pm and the entry fee remains at £5.

Select 3 Issue 2 released

The latest release of the RISC OS Select
Scheme is now available for download
from the RISC OS Select Web Site
http://selectriscos.comi

This version has been tested and is
compatible with A70004. Risc PC (SA
and Kinetic), RiscStation R7500,
MicroDigital Mico, MicroDigital Alpha
and Virtual RPC-SE. Limited testing has
been completed on the Omega, but it is
not officially supported in this release.

The upgrade is available for all current
RISC OS Select subscribers as well as
those whose subscription was due for
renewal within the past three months.

Subject to any major bugs that have
been undetected. this version will be
shipped to subscribers on the next CD.
over the next 2-3 weeks.

Some of the new features in this release
since the last Select 3i1 release are:

Updated Appletalk Client

Updated versions of the new ToolBox
modules (see below)

Updated some components to avoid
Castle's undocumented use of
Wimp_Extend.

DrawModule now supports path

Stop Press

clipping

Plus the usual number of long standing
low-level bug fixes.

A fully detailed comparison between
Select and RISC OS 5 is available at
http://select.riscos.com/iyonixselect.htm

Included in Select 3 is an updated
release of the Toolbox modules. These
have also been released separately (see
below), and are compatible with all
versions of RISC OS from 3.10 onwards.

For those not familiar with the Toolbox. it
was designed with the following goals
to:

facilitate writing consistent, high-
quality desktop applications under
RISC OS 3.10 and later
encourage the writing of
applications whose user interface
complies with the RISC OS 3 Style
Guide

• b e  easy to learn
• b e  language-independent
• m a k e  it no harder to do operations

which can currently be done using
the Wimp.

The User Interface Toolbox has been
designed to be extensible to support any
number of Object Classes by the
creation of Object Modules which
implement those Classes. ResEd (the
resource file editor supplied with Acorn
C/C++ and also as part of the RISC OS
Select Scheme) was also designed so
that editors for new Object Templates
can be added without the need to alter
the main ResEd binary.

The modules are provided for download
and installation as a Self Extracting and
Installing Archive.

The toolbox module installer. Tboxiff8, is
intended to install updated toolbox
modules. You should set its type to 8iFF8

Paul Reuvers of X-Ample Technology has announced that he has obtained the
licence to update and develop Impression. as published by Computer Concepts.
This amazing news has sent waves of excitement through the RISC OS market as a
huge number of Risc PC owners still use this software and did not want to upgrade
to a 32-bit machine because it would only work on the Aemulor.

Paul has stated that his first priority will be the conversion to 32-bit plus the
correction of some long-standing bugs. From there who is to say what will be
possible. Go to www.xat.n1



(Absolute) and then double-click it to
run.

Although the modules have been built to
be processor and C library neutral, RISC
OS 5 does not provide support for
softloaded Toolbox modules. Users will
be required to manually update their
!Boot sequence. Users should contact
Castle Technology Ltd for more
information if they uncertain how to do
this. The new Toolbox resources are
available for free download from
http://supportriscos.com/Supportitipdatesiind
ex.htm

USB Hub bundled with lyonix

For a limited period Castle are offering a
free 4-port USB hub with every new
lyonix PC ordered in September and
October 2003.

This 4 port USB hub allows at least
seven USB devices to be attached
simultaneously to an lyonix PC. With the
addition of more USB hubs you can
simultaneously attach over 100 USB
devices to an lyonix PC. A wide range of
USB products are already available for
the lyonix PC ranging from keyboards
and mice to memory card readers,
printers, scanners, barcode readers and
so on. This offer replaces the previous
offer of a free memory card reader.
www.iyonix.com

New book from Alligata Media

DIP Principles has been designed as a
platform and software-independent
guide to understanding some of the
most important fundamentals of word
processing and desktop publishing. By
concentrating on the universal principles
of good document design, this guide
provides valuable information for all
users of DTP and word processing
packages. regardless of their choice of
software and computer system. DTP
Principles covers such important topics
as:
• P l a n n i n g  the structure of a

document, from page design to text
layout and attributes

• Understanding font styles, and how
to choose the right font for your
document

• H o w  to present text well, through
the correct use of punctuation and
embellishments

• T h e  Golden Ratio, and how to use it
to give your documents excellent
design balance

There are three alternatives for CD-
ROMs to be supplied with the guide:

Ovation 1 available in both 26-bit and
32-bit forms, the original Ovation forms
the ideal basis for the development of
your DTP skills. If you don't have the
budget yet for Ovation Pro, i ts  worth
getting Ovation 1 just to see where
everything started. (Usual price E11.50)

75,000 Vector clip-art, a packed two-
CD-ROM set of WMF files: all of which
will convert easily into Draw files for use
under RISC OS. We may make this
collection available at a later date in
Drawfile format, but this will not be
offered free with DTP Principles: and will
form a part of our standard software
range. (Usual price E9.99)

5,000 Photos CD-ROM, 5,000 high
quality JPEG images; immediately
accessible to RISC OS users and
covering a wide range of topics. (Usual
price E4.99).

DTP Principles, together with one CD-
ROM pack from those listed above, will
cost E4.99 plus El postage and packing.
To order, please call APDL on 020 8778
2659 or write to APDL, 39 Knighton Park
Road, Sydenham, London SE26 5RN.

Grapevine upgrade

R-Comp have released version 1.11 of
the popular Grapevine Communication
software. Grapevine is an Internet
conversation program, allowing you to
use the IRC and MSN cross-platform
communication/chat protocols.

Using the software, RISC OS users can
keep in contact with friends and family
via the Internet, even if they are miles
away or on different continents. If your
family/friends are online, you can
communicate with them while you are
online doing Web browsing, e-mail and
so on.

Additionally Grapevine allows for easy
file transfer, so you can send and receive
files without needing to resort to e-mail
or other system. This means that you
could be talking about a holiday with
someone, and in a couple of clicks send
them some photos.

News

1.11 of Grapevine is a major upgrade
adding a large number of new features.

Heading the list is a "user" system
allowing each family member to have
their own settings. This means that
parents can have separate settings and
contacts to those of the children, or
alternatively you could have one set of
contacts for business and one for after-
hours.

Another major new feature is a logging
system. Grapevine has always allowed
you to save the conversation history, but
you can now enable/disable logging of
any conversation or chat session, and
the messages will be saved as they
appear.

The MSN section of the software now
allows you to send multi-line messages
(a single message can have line breaks
in it) allowing for longer formatted
messages to be sent. There are also
new sound effects so that you can hear
when things happen. even if you aren't
actually watching the machine.

The code that handles the list of contact
names has been enhanced, allowing for
all kinds of esoteric, long contact names.
However, you can also over-ride these
by specifying your own, preferred
contact name, useful for people who like
to change their contact names to obtuse
things on a regular basis.

On the IRC front, Grapevine now allows
the use of FServes for file downloads,
and makes it easy to transfer lots of files
in one session. Additionally. it now
understands some of the extensions
introduced by the popular Windows
MIRC software.

There's much more, too - the change log
for this version is as long as all the other
release versions combined! Work has
already begun on expanding Grapevine
further, indeed 1.11 includes many
"behind the scenes" changes to the way
the software works in preparation for
future upgrades.

Grapevine costs E25 inclusive of VAT
and UK delivery.

RComp have also released DataPower
Home: a re-badged and improved
version of iota's DataPower 1.
DataPower Home can run on versions of
RISC OS from 3.1-5.0 (it is compatible
with both 26-bit and 32-bit RISC OS
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Designing stunning graphics
has never been easier. .

Get the latest version of the platform's most popular
advanced vector graphics package!
Create stunning graphics using
advanced features like
• multiple transparency types (mix,

stained glass. bleach)
• multi-column tex t  areas
• user-defined dynamic pat tern fills

New: A r t Works  2.1 released!
• Page rulers •  Pr int  area control
• Advanced text on curve control
• Document stationery •  Interactive help
• Many bug fixes and other improvements

Mandala design
created by Henk
-lumen using
ArtWorks 2

UK Domain Name Registration
from E9.99 for 2 years

UK Web Hosting
from E14.99 per year
Looking for a cheap web hosting package
without annoying banner ads or popups?
This is for you

Web Design
Looking for a web site design company based
in the UK with many years of experience and a
no nonsense approach to quality web design?

RISC 0'
speciaiis

www.vision-internetnet
0845 123 2694 for general enquiries and support
Vision Internet Services, PO Box 82, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 6FF, United Kingdom.

• dynamic blends and replications
• moulds and perspectives
• Sprite/GIF/TIFF and SVG export
• Draw and EPS import and export
•l inear and radial fills, Undo/Redo
• m a n y  more

'without transparency; requires latest version of free ArtWorks Viewer utility

ArtWorks 2 Full Version   6 9

ArtWorks 2 upgrade from ArtWorks 1.7
ArtWorks 2 upgrade from ArtWorks pre-1.7 t  140

Please enquire for details o f  upgrade offers for existing plug-in modules customers.
All prices include VAT. Please add £4 for p&p. Make cheques payable to Martin Wuertfiner.

MW Software
Martin Wuerthner

martin@mw-software.com

Terronsys Limited Tel. 07788 581440
PO Box 27264 F a x :  08707 120124
London enqui r iesgtet ronsys itd,uk
N11 3XQ http://www,temonsys.ltd.uk

omputers that Vail want

- systems 6ullt to your own spec A
1  - upgrade your qisting system1 _ &',--

- (et us recommend a system
- 41.11. - system repairs andfauft finding

Mannheimer Str. 18
67655 Kaiserslautern
Germany

Surtable for RISC OS 3.5 or  higher.
Tested with RISC OS 4. Select and 5
Tested on Risc PC„ Omega and lyontx

Many applications including Impression.
OvationPro,OHP and PhotoDesk can
directly render ArtWorks files'.
Alternatively, export in standard Draw
format for use with all applications
supporting the Draw format.

http://wvow.mw-software.comi

Compact/Mini/Tower Systems - Laptops
and Peripherals - Components - Software

ont-a( f o r  Li Li
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Broadband ADM.

;k%Poll )
www.go-legend.net

Writ 'itikt g e i
'Ultra-fast and re, able
•Straight forward to order and install
*Simple upgrade for existing Go-Legend customers
*Optimised for home-user applications



News

machines).

DataPower Home improves upon
DataPower 1, dealing with some major
outstanding problems and adding 32-bit
compatibility, as well as components
from their recent DP2 release. The
DataPower documentation has also been
updated with tutorials specific to
DataPower Home.

The idea behind DataPower Home is to
offer users a well-rounded product for
sub-050, without some of the more
sophisticated (and perhaps, less often
used) facilities present in DP2. It makes
an ideal 'starter product for those not
wishing to take the full plunge of
DataPower 2.

The main differences between
DataPower Home and DataPower 2 are
that 'Home' is a ''flat file" database (ie.
not relational) and lacks the scripting.
SQL and data-joining found in DP2.

DataPower Home is a logical upgrade for
existing DataPower 1 users who have
found no need for the relational and
other features of DataPower2. especially
as some "show-stopper" faults have
been fixed in the new version. Needless
to say, it follows R-Comp's trend of
disabling the notorious protection
system, allowing for simple. quick instal-
lation on your machine. Additionally, it is
released as a combined 26-bit and 32-
bit CD. so the product is future-proofed.

The program also includes graphing
facilities. so that you can produce charts
and diagrams from your data. to get a
clearer picture. The graphing facility
includes many types of chart in both 2D
and 3D. Results can be printed, or
exported into DTP. word processor or
other graphics programs.

DataPower Home (single user) CD
version E49 inc VAT
DataPower Home upgrade from Iota DP1

inc VAT

R-Comp. 22 Robert Moffat. High Legh,
Knutsford. Cheshire WA16 6PS: Tel:
(+44) 01925 755043: Fax: (+44) 01925
757377; Web: www.rcomp•comk

User Group news

BAUG: The oldest established
Acorn/RISCOS Group, now in their 22nd
year Web site: http://come.to/baug

• Sep tembe r  23 rd  CD-burning on

12

lyonix
• O c t o b e r  1 4 t h  Problem solving

Session...
• O c t o b e r  2 1 s t  N o  meeting

College closed
The RISC OS North West User Group
(RONWUG) continues to meet at the
Trafford Metrovick Rugby & Cricket Club,
Finnybank Rd, Sale, Cheshire M33 6LR
on the third Wednesday evening of each
month. Admittance and membership are
free. For more information, e-mail
info@ronwug.org or phone 0161 969 9820.

The RISC OS User Group of London
(ROUGOL) meets on the third Monday
evening of every month. at The Blue-
Eyed Maid, 173 Borough High Street.
London SE1 1HR. The October meeting
features a networking tutorial,
connecting RISC OS and Windows XP
systems. The November and December
meetings will be informal. Admittance
and membership are free. For more
information, e-mail info@rougoljellybabymet
or phone 07876 035 495.

The ICENI Computer Club meets on the
first Wednesday evening of every month,
at Bourne Vale Social Club, Halifax
Road, Ipswich, IP2 8RE. 'Vector
Graphics" is the topic for the November
meeting, and December sees a
Christmas party and bring and buy
auction. Entry to your first meeting is
free. For  more information, e-mail
iceni@woolridge.org.uk or phone 01255
503048.

HP Deskjet 9300 driver

A RISC OS driver is now available for the
just released HP Deskjet 9300 printer.
This printer will probably replace the
Deskjet 1220 as HP's main A3 capable
inkjet.

The driver provides settings to allow
either full colour or grey scale printing at
both 300 and 600dpi. Specific settings
are provided for a variety of media types
and print qualities.

An appropriate icon bar symbol. which
resembles the 9300, is provided. The
driver package also includes appropriate
palette files and a loolkit'.

The driver should work reliably with RISC
OS 4 and Printers version 1.64 or later.
Use with Printers version 1,53, or later.
may well be possible but is not
guaranteed. The driver has not been
tested with either the Alpha, Omega or

lyonix computers.

The driver should work reliably either via
the parallel port, with the recommended
1EEE1284 standard cable. or via the
Simtec USB card. Simtec USB setup is
straightforward and does not require a
modified version of !Printers. Support is
not provided for Duplex or Photo-
realistic printing.

For more information please visit the
Web site: www.users.globainetco.uld—jbcbi

Director 016 released

Director is a general purpose desktop
tool. It allows you to customise your
desktop by creating menus of useful
commands and icons to attach the
menus to. Any number of menus or
icons can be created and attached in
any order to each other.

Director also allows an alternative and
faster view onto files in the form of
directory menus and allows these menus
to be attached to other menus also.

The application has some other useful
features such as remembering the most
recently used files. the ability to add key
strokes into the keyboard buffer and the
ability to produce directory menus over
drive icons.

Director is fully customisable by the user,
and can do many or all of the functions
of Pinboard+, TreeMenu (AKA DirMenu),
Filer-, QuickDir, DeskUtils, Memorizer,
Menon and some of the functions of
Filer+.

There are three archives available for
download. The first (director) contains
the main Director programs and
associated utilities and menus. The
second (director-devel) also contains the
source code and CVS information. The
third (director-docs) contains the
documentation in a variety of formats.

All the archives can be downloaded from
http:/idirectorsourceforgemet or
www.sourceforgemetiprojectsidirector

Viewfinder adds Radeon

The ViewFinder graphics card for the
Risc PC and A7000 now supports ATI
Radeon AGP cards. Two new Radeon-
equipped ViewFinders are available:

A Radeon 7000 card with 64 MB of



memory (+ TV-out) for 250 Euros and a
Radeon 7500 card with 128 MB of
memory (+ TV-out and a DVI connector)
for 300 Euro inc. 19% VAT. Upgrades for
existing ViewFinder users are also
available for 150 and 200 Euro including
VAT.

ViewFinders with Radeon AGP cards can
currently offer the following:

• Yo u r  desktop running at up to 2048
x 1536 x 16M colours, 70 Hz.

• Acce le ra ted  graphics operations,
making desktop use very smooth
indeed (up to 20 times faster than
an unexpanded Risc PC)

• T V - o u t  capability up to 1024 x
768 (new)

• D u a l  monitor support (new, in
development)

• F u l l  support for 2 and 4 colour
modes (new)

More details are become available on:
www.windfallml

RISC OS 4 goes VIrtual

RISCOS Ltd and Virtual Acorn have
signed an Agreement to allow for the
distribution of RISC OS 4 ROM images
with the Virtual Acorn range of
Emulators. This follows a prolonged
disagreement on whether Virtual Acorn
actually had a legal license to distribute
any version of RISC OS with their
VirtualA5000 product.

Paul Middleton. Managing Director of
RISCOS Ltd said "I am pleased that we
have now reached agreement to allow a
fully licensed copy of RISC OS to be
shipped with the Virtual Acorn Emulator
program. While it is regrettable that the
RISC OS market has not seen the launch
of the planned RISC OS portable
computers. this Agreement will allow
RISC OS users to continue to enjoy the
RISC OS experience."

Aaron TimbreII of Virtual Acorn went on
to say that "We are delighted to be
working with RISCOS Ltd and to be
supporting the use of RISC OS 4 with
VirtualAcorn products. We will continue
developing VirtuaIRPC as both a stand-
alone product and for the MicroDigital

It is intended that new more powerful
versions of VirtualAcorn will supersede
VirtualA5000. VirtuaIRPC is already fully
compatible with the RISC OS Select

system, and subscribers to the Select
Scheme will in the future be able to
install a special VirtuaIRPC version of the
Select ROM image to further improve the
Select experience.
Software developers interested in
exploiting their products using the
emulator should contact VirtualAcorn for
details of volume licensing of VirtuaIRPC.

You can upgrade a single user
VirtualA5000 to VirtuaIRPC-SE by
returning your old CD (in the jewel case)
along with your payment details, either a
cheque for 2139 (plus carriage) or an
accompanying letter with your
credit/debit card details.

New versions of VirtuaIRPC-SE can be
purchased for 2159+21.50 p&p which
include:

• R I S C  OS 4 operating system with all
the latest updates from RISCOS Ltd.

• C o m e s  complete with the
standard ROM based
applications such as !Draw, !Edit
and !Paint.

• D i r e c t l y  read Acorn format floppy
discs on Windows 2000 and
Windows XP

• D i r e c t l y  read Acorn format CD
ROMS on Windows 2000 and
Windows XI°.

• C o m p l e t e  HTML RISC OS user
manual with EasyStart front end.

• V i r t u a l  ADFS hard disk drive with the
latest universal !Boot sequence.

• S u p p o r t  for integrated graphics
cards on both laptops and
desktops.

• U n l i m i t e d  hard disk sizes using the
HostES filing system.

• S u p p o r t  for up to 256Mb of RAM
(you can allocate up to 50% of your
PC memory to VirtuaIRPC-SE).

• S u p p o r t  for full 24-bit desktops and
resolutions up to 1600x1200

• P r i n t i n g  using the supplied RISC OS
printer drivers.

• F u l l  commercial versions of Ovation,
DrawWorks Millennium, FasterPC
and Mr Clippy.

• S a m p l e  software packs of Public
Domain, Freeware and Shareware
programs.

• A c c e s s  to the many thousands of
RISC OS applications available.

VirtualAcorn, 86 Turnberry Home Farm,
Bracknell, RG12 8ZH Tel: 01344 452868;
Web: www.virtualacorn.comk

Announcing ROUGPS

News

Martin Wuerthner the developer behind
Artworks 2. has announced a new
initiative for improving the range of
printers supported on RISC OS.
Developing high-quality printer drivers
for photo-real printing is a very
demanding task.

Native printer driver developments under
RISC OS have fallen behind considerably
and this situation is unlikely to change.
Luckily, the Linux community has an
active group of people working on
printer drivers for high-resolution photo-
real printing on current inkjet printers (by
Epson, Canon, HP and others).

The RISC OS Universal Graphics Printing
System (ROUGPS) project aims to create
a RISC OS printer driver based on the
Linux gimp-print system. It will be able
to drive hundreds of printer models at
their highest resolutions and with
support for different media types and
photo-real printing.

As gimp-print is open source software
published under the GPI._ it is likely that
the results of the ROUGPS project will
be made available under the same
licence. This precludes the possibility of
selling it as a commercial product.

Instead, everyone who is interested will
be encouraged to donate money to
support the project. Nobody is asked to
send any money right now, it will only be
collected when the project is finished.
However, the project will only go ahead if
enough users commit to a donation by
sending an e-mail stating the amount of
money they are willing to donate.

If you wish to commit to funding the
project and pledge your "intent" to
donate, please send an e-mail to ro-
printing@mw-software.com with a subject
of "Donation" and the sum you are
willing to donate in the body of the
message (including currency). This will
be regarded as a binding promise, so
expect a request for that amount of
money when the project is finished

You can find more details about the
project at: WWW. mw•
software.comisoftwareirougpsirougps.html
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SL intern

Drive +a)burpj
I6x 10x 32x £30 £80
24x 10x 40x £33 £83
32x 12x 40x £36 £86

.notm
ooking for something differen

Ity
*Block of real UP addresses
*No blocked ports or
protocols
*Fixed cost permanent link

St installation

i_
are you well connected?

www.aaisponetnulk 1111

39 Knighton Park Road, Sydenham, London SE26 5RN
Phone: 020 8778 2659 F a x :  020 8488 0487
Web: www.apciLcauk Email: salesgapdl.cauk

General
Ancestor+
Celebration
Dr. Fonty
EasyC-H-
EasyFont Pro

(plus 2,500 fonts)
Font Fiend
Fun Learning
Hard Disc Companion
MasterFile III
Music Maestro (MIDI
and music programs)
Night Sky
Rhapsody 4
Schema2
SchemaEx
Sleuth 2 OCR
Sleuth 3 OCR
Spooler
TableCalc
Topographer
WimpBasic

Games
Desktop Repton
GEK Collection
Interdictor II

Hard Discs

CD Re-Writers

This is only a small
part of our range. For
even more bargains
visit our web site at

www.apciLcauk

Ices include VAT.
prices include

RISC World
The magazine for all
RISC OS users. Just

£19.90 per year, or ou
special offer of four
years of RISC World

for just E39. See
www.riscworld.cauk

for more details.
E21.90 and £41 outside UK

Hard drives add E6 UK carriage.
UK carriage, add E1.50 overseas.

20 Gb (5400)
20 Gb 7  200 )
40 Gb (5400)
40 Gb (7200)
60 Gb (5400)
60 Gb (7200)
80 Gb (7200)

£42
£47
£50
£51
£54
£56
£62

Add £70 for a Blitz IDE interface

Rise PC RAM
64 Mb £ 2 0
128 Mb £ 4 5
1 to 2 Mb VRAM £47

£59
£19.90
£14.90
£19.90

£14.90
£29
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90

£19.90
E14•90
£29
£59
£9.90
£29
E49
£9.90
E14.90
£19
£39

£19.90
£6.90
£9.90

£112
£117
£120
£121
£124
£126
£132

Other Worlds (with
StarFighter 3000) £16.50

Strong Games £ 1 2 . 5 0
Wizard Apprentice £ 6 . 9 0

Art and Graphics
Compo £ 5 9
Draw Works Select E 3 9

Upgrades from £ 8 . 5 0
Draw Works manual £7.50
Mr Clippy Pro £ 9 . 9 0
Penulator £ 2 5
Phantasm £ 9 . 9 0
ProArtisan 24 £ 2 9
RiscCAD £ 6 9
Studio24 Pro £ 4 9
Typography 2500 £ 9 . 9 0
Type Studio £ 9 . 9 0

Clip Art CDs
APDL DIP-1 £ 6 . 9 0
APDL DTP-2 £ 6 . 9 0
APDL DTP-3 £ 7 . 9 0
APDL DTP-4 £ 9 . 9 0
Bitfolio 7 £ 2 5
Publish Art CD £ 6 . 9 0
Sherston Xmax Clip
Art + Split-an-Image £9.90
The Grafix CD £6.90

Secondhand computers
Risc PC 600, 420Mb HD,
CD, 16Mb RAM f r o m  £65
Rise PC 700, 1Gb HD,
CD. 25 Mb RAM f r o m  £95
High spec Strong
ARM Risc PCs f r o m  £250
All machines with mouse, kbd, etc,



T h e  newsletters purpose is to
inform, update and entertain its
readership on a regular, or at least

semi-regular, basis. This is true whether
its for a club of 30 members or a
corporate publication for a multinational.
It's a unique format because they're
generally not produced for profit and
contributed to by people who, although
knowledgeable in their
field, are probably not
professional writers.
For these reasons
newsletters possibly
need help with design
more than other
printed publications.

You might say that it's
the content of the
newsletter which is
paramount, and that it
doesn't matter how its
presented because if
people want the
information, they will
find it. It's the
designer's job,
however, to make it
easier to assimilate
information. If it's hard
work, people will be reluctant to spend
the time; if it's attractive and
entertaining, people will be glad to.

Last issue we looked at "masthead"
design: how the title area of a newsletter
could be designed in an attractive and
professional way. Now we need to look
at the body of the newsletter. The secret
of good newsletter design is "structure
with flexibility".

The structure retains continuity and
reinforces company image (if required).
The best way to achieve this is by use of
a grid or template: a series of design
frames into which all the differing
elements fit to make a satisfying whole.
A desktop publishing package such as
Impression is tailor-made for creating
grids, but it can even be done in Draw
(the text is prepared in Edit, and then
dragged into your Draw template and the
resultant text area fitted into your
column template).

Look at any newsletter, magazine or
newspaper and you can see that i ts
constructed on a grid. However, if you
simply stuck to the grid it might get to
look tired fairly quickly. This is where
flexibility comes in: creative use of

\ewsletter Chric
headlines, images. drop capitals, all
contribute to breaking up the columns of
type.

A common grid for newsletters is a
three-column grid, and we're going to
stick with this for our examples. The
columns can be any size, but make them
of equal size to each other.

IPLUMB111NE4
A E  _  . E . r • t o C A t o o l d

.020 w o o ,  bojkookymbwi.

Plumbing innovations 1313EZIES
sweep market

= = = .

-•-•-
• • • • • • • • • . *

-•.•••••••
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• • •  1••••••

. . . . . . " . • . • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • . •  f f • • • • •
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

hrrn's tap-dancing dub
wins regional trophy
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Photos or headlines could fit the width of
one column, or two, or three, giving
scope for a more interesting overall
impression. With a little more creativity,
some images could straddle two
columns out of alignment with the grid,
but the text would flow round the image,
preserving the grid lines.

Graphics

Your masthead will be fitted at the top of
the template in a permanent position.
Now take some design policy decisions:
what font will you use for the main body
text? Will headlines and sub-headings be
in a different font? Will the use of rules or
tinted panels aid the design? When it
comes to body type, readability is a
prime concern. Fancy fonts are harder to

read, so choose a
font with a proven
track-record of
legibility: Palatino
("Pembroke") or
Garamond for serif
typefaces, Helvetica
("Homerton") or Ariel
for sans-serif (or
experiment: find a
font which you think
fits the newsletter).
It's often a good idea
to vary the headline
font to assist variety
on the page. A solid
sans-serif typeface
such as Hull Black
works well with both
serif and sans-serif
body text. Headlines
will often span two

column, breaking the grid up, while the
body text reinforces the grid structure.

Images always enhance newsletters, so
use them if you possibly can. Make the
image fit the width of one column, or if
you're feeling adventurous you could try
placing it between columns and wrap the
text round it.

Subtle use of rules can help to separate
one article from another. Another device
is to use a tinted panel behind an article
so that it is instantly seen as a separate
entity. Within body text, sub-headings
can improve readability simple by
breaking up the text into easily managed
sections.

By using our three-column grid as the
basis of the design. and expanding the
use of the grid by spanning columns,
adding visual devices, we have hopefully
presented the information in a more
attractive and legible manner. Structure.
with flexibility, has helped to get the
message across.

P r  N i g e l  Gatherer
augraphics@acornusercom
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W e  have been looking at the
upgrades and speed
improvements that the lyonix

PC can bring to RISC OS users whether
programmers or not. And to what degree
the speed improvements actually
improve matters.
This time around we wrap up the major
applications with Photodesk and then
look at what lesser applications and
utilities have received the upgrade. Plus
we look at the good old benchmarks as
well as the changes to BBC BASIC.

BBC BASIC
There are two names in the development
of BBC BASIC, after its original author
Sophie Wilson: Steve Drain and Steve
Revill. Steve Drain is a PD author who
has developed extensions to BBC BASIC
that can be loaded and added to any
version. His changes are very clever and
very extensive.
The second name. Steve Revd'. is
someone who has worked on the
development of the 32-bit version of
BBC BASIC along with other internal

16
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Prioiodesk
The 32-bit modifications to Photodesk
came very quickly and almost
surprisingly. The program itself has not
been altered or enhanced in any other
way so as far as this overview is
concerned what we are really concerned
with is the speed improvements.
There is, however, one key difference: the
28Mb limit on application space limitation
is gone. This means that Photodesk can
load and save much larger images. So
let's see what it can do.

changes that were necessary. He's been
working on it since 1998 and the lyonix
version of BBC BASIC has a number of
enhancements, some important. some
less so but all significant inasmuch as it
shows that further development of the
language can happen. We are going to
look at some of the enhancements in
BBC BASIC and what they mean.
32-bit compatibility
Made it 32-bit compatible; added the 32-
bit flag to the module header; added
opcodes to the Assembler along with
fixing some minor parsing problems.

part 2
Load 783k jpeg 20secs 3secs
Increase contrast 28 secs 1.5sec
Save 15Mb file 1 6 s e c  1 . 5 s e c
Which just about says everything you
need to say. After I had done the tests I
started playing with Photodesk experi-
menting with all the options and it was
just incredible. You could try anything
because the response was virtually
instantaneous.
Lovely.

A very useful improvement for Assembly
language programmers is that ALIGN will
now force any unused bytes to zero
when assembling at both P% and 0%.
This is better than leaving possibly
uninitialised memory behind. The
assembler now correctly recognises the
new 'LR special variable (register 14)
when the L is lower-case and also has
the 'SP' (register 13) special variable
defined.
Internal to the module itself all 408
instances of pushes and pops of a single
register using the LDMIA SP! instruction

Upgraded So
Account2
Account2

AccoxitLoore Ltd
Prophet3+
professional
Aemulor
Aemulor

MO( Waugh
WebJames
PHP

Roots

ccadie

Subversion

Collsion
ABU

utilises
Alpha Programmng
CcooGnut

Andrew C. Poole
G o o *

Atomic Software
Nuclides

1.24o A  freeware Home Accounts
package. Sub-accounts and
categories. Unlimited
transactions.

3.92

f t w a r e  ts,„ www.iyonix.com

Business Accounting
Prooassor

2.10 26 -5e  emulation to Rill 26-bit
aPPlioations on lyonix PC

0.38 H T T P senter
2.14 A  HTML enexidded salPting

langage
1.16 A  prograrn fat graphicalty

layng out a family see
1.01 A  cache that speeds up

melt:illation with gee
0.02 A  port of the Subversion

version control client
3.02 A  simple LOGO-like game
1.05 A  progam to help create

backups
Various minor utilities

1.01 Peer-to-peer fileshang for
RISC OS

0.63 Util ity to allow web searching
from the RISC OS desktop

1.49 Nuclides is a graphical
(database contaning
rectuntion on 3060 plus
knOWn stable or radioactive
iaolopes, displayed CO a
Sege chart.

BASS
RISC OS port of CVS 1.11.5 (port version 0201 ( 3 V S

(Concurrent Versions System)
is a wet known version
control system.

SWL09D 0 . 0 3  & n a l  modun which listens to
the UDP 514 port and logs all

B e n t  Ed L.R.,,,,tj
Timeless
Germs

Lender 2 . 0 2
Bernard's RISC OS Software
DataVVay 0 . 2 1

Bluewater Systems
S-Base

Brain Games
Solitare

Wig at Lin

1.06
3.03

7.18

1.53

Castle Technology Ltd
Acorn Cie++ RISC OS Development tools C D v 8 a

Contains up-to-date
prograrnefing tools and
manua/s. II is the essential
prockict tor at RISC OS
developers.

v2.2.15r4 TtieWebBl'cssnnerforail
RISC OS computers. A host
of features ensure that the
Wad Wide Web is available
on waur RISC OS computer.

nia 4  pan USB podule card for all
Acorn computers, allowing me
easy addition of USB
PanPherals.
n/a A 32-bit EASI bus
10/103BaseT network card
for RISC OS computers.

10/1008aseT network card

Cenica
Vantage

RiScree

1,08

4.15

incoming sysiag messages
using DeggySolfts ISyslog
application or RISC OS
Selects &/slog mockila

Small cluck On the icontai
Replaces desktop welcome
screen
Keeps track of your stuff.

Easy to use, be cost
database

2.41 Integrated Devedpment
Environment for RISC OS

Wimp game; multi-Sonnet
mufti-featured-. user config-
urable.
Wimp animated card game;
multi-skinned mufti-featured:
user ocrifigurable.

The prarker vector design
and publishing program for
RISC OS.
The PostScript and POE
Imaging Package

Chris Hall
Signalbox simulation 39.0

Chas Johnson
GraphDraw

MultiPlot
Christian Ludlam
StroogHelp

Cohn Gr' &mile
FTPc 1 . 3 8
POE
Colton Software
Firework7 32 for RISC OS

David Riling
Everything
David Snell
ProCAD-4- 1 .

WebWonder 1 . 0 0

Director Developers
Director

EnVison Software
EnBank 2 . 0 3 - 0 0 0  Multi-currency Account

Package
ExpLAN Computers Ltd
HolyBible 2 . 0 6

Gavin Wraith
Awk

Full simulation of a mechanical
signalbox - Exeter West (131
levers) or Kidderminster
Station 162 levers)

2.65 Graphing and data fitting
application

2.22 Graph  production and

2.81 Strong-dip is a hyperteao help
mama reader.

Frp client
1.01.1.08 PDF file viewer

V 1 3'2/06
Integrated wordprocessor and
spreadsheet

See websee

045 The CAD package dr RISC
OS
Web site creation software for
beginners

0.32 Director is a general pupose
desktop tool. it allows you to
customise your desktop by
mating menus or useful
commands and icons to
attach the menus to. My
number of rnenus or icons
can be created and attached
in any order to each other.

HolyBible is a mufti-windowed.
mutti-verson Beile study
application with high-Quality
text display and sophisticated
search fatalities,

471102 A n  implementation of The



have been replaced with an LDR/STR
equivalent, which provides a small
performance boost on StrongARM-like
processors and some obscure bits of
the source code have had explanatory
comments added.
Tracing
TRACE PROC (and the identical TRACE
FN) now flushes the VCACHE when it is
encountered. This is important. because
procedure and function call locations are
normally cached to avoid looking-up the
name and searching for the location of
the DEF aprt from the first time.
When tracing is active, we don't add

any procedure or function calls to the
cache, because we can't output the
name to the trace output (without
parsing it and hence slowing down
cache behaviour). So. we now flush the
VCACHE at the start of PROC/FN
tracing so that all calls are reported
(before, the cached ones would not
appear in the trace output).
TRACE ENDPROC has been
implemented to allow the output of
'ENDPROC' and 'EN DEN' in the trace
output whenever a procedure or function
is exited. This complements the TRACE
PROC/FN functionality.

GView 1.40

RasMol 1.40

XChars 1.20

DiscaSPace 1.20
AppDock2 2.50

QUIT Hexpression]-1-1 has been added
to allow a return code to be passed
back to the calling environment when
BASIC exits. This is the only sensible
way for a BASIC program to set
SysSReturnCode on exit, other methods
get trashed when BASIC removes its
environment handlers,
Graphic changes
There is a new syntax for MODE:
MODE 1+[width]+],[+[height]-F],[-F[bpp]+]
[,[+[framerate]+1]
This uses OS, Screen Mode 0, rather
than *WimpMode. The bpp may be 1. 2,
4, 6, 8, 16 or 32. 8 selects a full palette
256-colour mode, 6 an old-style one.
COLOUR and GCOL both allow colour
numbers rather than old-style colours.
Also, background colours can be set
with R,G,B forms.
COLOUR [OF q [ON b]

COLOUR [[OF] r,g,b] [ON r,g.b]
GCOL [OF [[+[action]+]],f] [ON
[[+[action]+1],b]
GCOL [[OF] [Hactionl+ljr,g,b] [ON
[[+[action]+],lr,g.b]
For COLOUR R.G.B, the OF is

unnecessary. but provided for uniformity.
For GCOL R,G,B, OF tightens up the
usage of [+[action]+], without it

lyonix Applications

[it-[action]+] is passed in to both R3 and
R4 of ColourTrans_SetGCOL for
backwards compatibility. Some may
have used GCOL 128,r,g,b to set the
background colour, although this ends
up setting reserved flags in the
ColourTrans_SetGCOL call.
Screen modes have a set of VDU
variables which you can read and write
with an OS_ call, however the VDU
command has now been extended to
operate as a function so that
x%,-VDU(n) returns the value of the
specified VDU variable.
Compatibility
TIMES-, has been modified to pass a
terminated string with a valid reason
code to OS Word 15 when TIMES is set,
rather than passing an unterminated
string with the length as the reason
code. Necessary for territories where
%w3, %dy or %m3 are unusual lengths.
BASIC will now give up unused
application space if possible at certain
moments: during SYS calls (as long as
no string parameters are passed in),
MODE changes. OSCLI and commands.
Also, it will not refuse requests to grow
application space although it will not
expand into the extra space unless the

RecLua

Velcro

Weave

Startup

ClibPDF

MakeALF

PicSize

Splittaninf

Icon Technology Ltd
EasaWnter Pro+ 8 . 1 0

Techainter Prot 8 . 1 0

Image Software
EBMS 1 . 3 0
Money Manager 2032

Intelligent 1r-11E451er-es Ltd
IEEE488 iGREll 3 . 0 0
Interface Expartsion Card

One True Awk programming
languige (v.20020628) with
an easy desktop eiterface.

2.31 R a c t u a ,  now a module, is a
powerful sapling language
for Rise OS that can also be
used tor wimp programming.

26.11.02 Velcro lets you stick
applications to the iconbar so
that you can pass parameters
to them by dragging.

1.3 W e a v e  is a description
language for websites and an
appication to create them
from WeaVe scripts.

1.02 A  small module to inhibit the
display of the welcome
banner at startup.

2,02-r1-2 FastIO's C librarY for
constructing PDF dowments.

2.00 MahaALF is Gareth
McCaughan's tool for creating
and manipulating object file
(AM tibranes.

a  I F i n d  width ano h e i r  in pads
of GF, JPEG and PNG files. It
comes in the Velcro package
as an example.

1.13 A d a m  Hamilten's commarci
Ine fie splitter/)ooet

EasNVriter is a fully featured
word processor with the ability
to read and wee Microsoft
Word documents.
TectiWriter is a elite featured
word processor with a bolt-it
equation editor it can also
read and ante Microsoft Word
documents..

Retail management software.
2.01 Personal accounts
Package.

For COMMUnt(Ving  With
laboratory instruments.

16 Bit Parallel VO Expansion Card 2.00 F o r  a
wide range of dpital VO
appications.

4.00 F o r  hkah speed hternet
access arid all other
applicaticns rectulang RS232
compatible  serial oomrtera
cations.
Upgrade ROM for Single arid
Acorn Double Width I/O
Expansion Cards.
Upgrade from Original P6423
to High Speed Serial
Interface.
Provides RISC OS based
computers with the User Port
of the BBC Microcomputer

12 Bit (ham instruments Aatisp)
Analogue to Digital Converter
Expansion Card 5 . 0 0  F a  wide ran ri o f  analogue

input appireaeons.

Dual High Speed
Serial Interface
Expansion Card

Upgrade ROM for 3 . 0 0
Single and Double
Width VO Expansion Cards
Upgrade from 4 . 0 0
Original RS423 to High
SpeedSerial Interface
User Poe 0 . 0 2
Expansion Card

Jaffa Software
WimpWorks

Jamie Temple
MiniDisc

Joseph Heenan
POPstar
NewsHound
Freeame
VVebGet
KeyNote
Charges

SharPEYe

Liquid Silicon
FreeMern
MW Software
GhostScript

2.34 A n  integrated development
envtonment allowing the rapid
creation of multi-tasking
BASIC applications without
having to understand the
complexities of the WIMP

0.52 Desktop Management
Software

Erraiii fetcher/sender
Usenet news NNTP transport
Internet time client
Recursive web page feeent

2.80

1.27

Work "-erecter application for
monitoring time spent on pas
at the computer
Optical Music Recognition
OMR) package

1.14 F r e e  memcry & time display

7.03 PostScript interpreter avaitaUe
tor many platforms with the

O k i PostScript filesto ernabifity
into RISC OS sprites.
Front-end for GhostScnte.
turning the latter into a
desktop PostScript previewer.
Molecular graphics visuah-
sation tool available for many
platiorms.
Advanced character picker
One new Chars application
RISC OS Select)
Graphical (Jac usage display
NeXT style apertaiition
Lao-cher

MW Software/Computer Concepts
AWVievar 1 . 6 1 e  ArtWorks file volawng utility and

psoida of ArtWorks rendering
modules for third-party
applications

Formula 2 . 1 1  Formula< is a stand-alone
formula editor that integrates
with wad-processors via the
OLE Protecol.

ArtWorks 2 2 , 0 4  T h e  most popular advanced
graphics design apptcatien
for RISC OS

lvtaarten Bezemet
Net Watch

Martin Avalon
ArmScrt

TaskUaecje

Repeater

Martyn Fox
!Clear mcdule

Michael Foot
Beebe

1.64 Net Watch is a program which
(aulccriaboly) checks tor
updates on the web.

3.20 Mcdute to enatie BASIC
programs to sort arrays

1.60 Displays the processor usage
overall. and for each Task.

2.50 Debugging aid for Wimp
Programs and Obey files,
displaying information in a
separate debuggeg

1.32 Selects and ovens a writable
icon with a double.click to
facilitate text replacement.

0.50 B B C  Micro computer
emulatcr
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www.thepcmanuk.co
Apollo V8XMX
XP2200+ 128Mb 30Gb
DROM 17" CRT KMS XPH lonsite

Athion XP 2200*
, 128Mb DORM RAM
> 30Gb 5400rom Hard Drive
> 52s CDROM
> Mimeo! i r  CRT
> Windows XP Home
> 3001NATX Midi Towel' Casa

4.001to
US8

VGA
> S t  USB 2 0 porta
> RoolialalALC56013CH Kabul al

Preto

contact> sales®thepcmanuk.com

Sirius N8XX X
P3000+ 512Mb 12

rxszx 1 C R 1  KIMIS KPH 1

Orion V8
XP2600+ 256Mb
COBIS 54400 Ger 4 .7- CAT_

XP 2600•
ass DOW111

GraPhics

ATX I I "  Amit U s e

n o m ,  44010
IlkooKry 3 sO012 COSI Smogs
A
OE 2.

)  AEI

3 3 / 1 0 1 1 5 6 A u n i g

CODEC

E5030\INv

EPSON Compatible Cartridges
Black +  2  Coloor_1110345

3 RUA +  3  Cols..'

1 Black *  I  CoBoor A 5 . 9 5  C20;C40,400/440,160400
5096110/600,640460/670

5 Blark +  5  Colou 1 . 9 5  9T16,11E11,70974075017150

I L  IN EN
 I S  Black •  10 C o l o . - 1 3 9 , 0 0  600/650861611110 enti mot*

EPSON Compatible Cartridges

Maximans Computer Media

C4 '44/C50/CoO/C62/680r790i870/875D
• 81I  8301890/895/900/915(925/1270/1290

- I  Mark . - - -15 .115  I  Coloor - - S A M
5 Black - - 1 1 9 , 5  S  Colour -.113+15

EPSON C70/C80 C-82 Compatible
EPSON 2  EPSON P A Y  3 EPSON Coll.r)UP

FULL PACK F U L L  PACKS C y a n ,  Yellows. Magenta
N O W  ONLY N O W  ONLY N O W  ONLY
E21 .00 E 3 8 . 0 0  E 1 6 . 9 5

A  Compatible 1.i,xmo<ix Compatible
Black / 1 2 2 5  C66146 9196*--112.95

Block _.01225 C66156 Black 2 . 9 5
£12.50 C65 Ta ColOos _SIR 00

•e16,50 C6625 Colosx_11950
BO CI 823 Coax's .01050

SPECIAL g f E C / A 4 3  i t a C I A L
C70 / /  crso y r ,  0

Ot4EFU F U L L  c 6 ' - 5 1  r S
PACK a s  o a aKS 8 4Ctv  v

" 8 . 0 0  € 3 4 4 , 1  P  3 Z . 9 0

I Black *  I (-Dinar  - C I O
2 Black * 2  it Hour
3 Klock + 3 colour
4 Block 4 4  ° l o u r  _ . - - - . 1 3 1 9 5
5 Klock + 5 Coinu

13400HC ° r a y  El 5.50
13619HC._ Onty E111•00
1261970 _ O n l y  £15.95
1241900 ._—..Only E18.95
1700050 0 1 5  95
1700000 0 1 6 . 9 5
15k40120........001y CIS 00

seEciAilspEcIA-0
'tut...qv° ' ZIZATIvo I
516-rs ceetasrsoNLys ouLy21_oc 2-Loo

psON DM"
PACKS

FRO•.•11 t 3 9 :otasl•

Special
•

maximans Computer Media Offers  on 0
Municipal Buildings • Crieff Road W e b s i t e  l i tAberfeldy ••le Perthshire •• PH15 2E1www.maximans.co.uk
Tel: 01887 829477

Free Deliver,
VAT Inclusive Prices

Same Day Dispatch
No minimum Order

Online Ordering
Credit Cards Accepted

No Card Surcharges

Sirius N8XX 1
XP2600+ 512Mb 120Gb
Comb FX5200 IT  CRT MS )(PH 10000

> NNOn XP 2800. Pnxessor
) 1200072001501 Had Dove
> CDRIONVO Ci:Mt•
) 120060110 FM200 Grapl,c5
> Monitor c22 - r
> Windows XP Home
> *TX MI6 Icmer Case

tel> 01750 505090 fax> 01750 505091

EN YOUR MIND TO MICROPAYMENTS

thePCman
Unit 2 Emrich Riverside. Dunsdale Road

Selkirk. 5elkitiishire TD7 5EB

Your customers pay by SMS or
telephone, and the charge simply
appears on thei r  phone bill.

Light
micro payments

NiNo

SMS & PHONE PAYMENTS

CHARGE FOR CONTENT

HARGE FOR SERVICES

FREE INSTANT SIGN-UP

GREEN LIGHT
"Best  M i c r o p a y m e n t  Prov ider"  Internet  Wo r k s  Magaz ine

I f  you run a website or are planning to set one
up, then you could benefit from Green Light

Our innovotive solution enables you to  take small payments for
your online content or  services - and no need for  credit cards!

You decide what to charge for
and how much to charge, and
Green Light does the rest.

Why not  see what Green Light
can do  for you...

w w w. g i p a y. c o m  0870  745 9131
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CREATIVITY. INNOVATION.  INNOVATION. DESIGN.

Designr‘c,

Corporate ID

Brochures

'4111F

Packaging

Point of Sale 1

Whatever your goals and aspirations our
unique results-driven attitude will ensure
that you meet your strategic targets.

Not just a design agency, we can offer
many other services from design to
authoring and editing, from concept to
website design and PR.

The question is: is your current image
communicating the exact message that
you want it to communicate?

If not you have to ask yourself how much
of the market place is being driven off
and is unavailable to you.

With today's fast moving commercial
pace, Quest can give you the edge. With
all services under one roof you can save
on lead times and briefing time.

In a world where creating the right image
is key, all your design and corporate
issues can be created, coordinated and
integrated under one roof.

You will find us friendly and easy to work
with. We work within your parameters
and get results.

Please feel free to call on 0161 429 8902
or e-mail us at: sales@questdp.co.uk

Q u e s t  D e s i g n  &  P u b l i s h i n g  L t d
28a M i d d l e  H i l l g a t e
S t o c k p o r t  C h e s h i r e
SKI  3 A Y
T]  0 1 6 1  4 2 9  8 9 0
F] 0 1 6 1  4 2 9  0 6 8 5
E] sales@questdp.co.uk
w w w. q u e s t d p . c o . u k
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HIMEM command is used.
Application space is only surrendered if
no library is INSTALLed. HIMEM is set to
the top of BASIC's memory. and
BASIC's memory extends to the top of
the application slot.
This permits easy MODE changes and

so on, outside the desktop. Note the
effect that now outside the desktop.
with screen memory at H300K and no
free pool. MODE 28 will work, while VDU
22.28 will not. This restores some long
lost behaviour from the 8-bit BBc Micro
days.
•BASIC will now return an error if it fails
for any reason. This is slightly more
polite than the SVC mode infinite loop it
used to go into.
Programming
A new DIM LOCAL statement has been
added with the syntax
DIM Hnumeric variableN LOCAL
Hnumeric expressionH
DIM LOCAL allocates space from the

BASIC stack rather than from the heap.
This means that the space allocated is
automatically freed on exit from the
PROC or FN in which it was claimed.
As with all LOCAL statements, it must

appear in a PROC or FN definition and
cannot appear inside a structure which

20

uses the stack (like FOR..NEXT) or after
a LOCAL ERROR.
Much like the manner in which ''DIM

f00% -1" returns the value of the top of
used memory without allocating space,
"DIM f00% LOCAL -1" returns the value
of the stack pointer at the time of the
request, without allocating any space
from the stack. This can be useful in
computing the free space between the
top of the BASIC heap and the bottom
of the stack. Of course, the stack is
used by BASIC while interpreting the
program, so the contents of memory
below f00% should always be treated as
undefined.
One caveat of using DIM LOCAL is that

the stack cannot be moved while there
are DIM LOCALs defined. END= will
return an error and any Service Memory
calls will be claimed for the duration of
the DIM LOCAL.
The expression evaluation in the BASIC
WHEN statement had an omission
where it could skip past a syntax error
without generating any error.
For example, WHEN (R%H1+125) AND

1)=1 : do something" would not return
an error (unmatched parentheses)
because the expression is complete and
evaluated up to the "AND O n c e  this

is found to not match the condition of
the CASE, BASIC searches forwards for
the next ",". "WHEN". "OTHERWISE" or
"ENDCASE". skipping over the ")=1''
part.
Changed this so that, after the

expression is evaluated and found to not
match. BASIC already checks to see if
the next char is a ",". If not, we check
for a '':" or CR before scanning forwards.
Any other char is a syntax error.
Summary
Some useful changes there, particularly
in the colour control and tracing areas.
There are a lot more changes that could
be made but until this version of Basic is
made available to every owner of RISC
OS there are limits to the changes to be
made. After all there's no point using
DIM LOCAL in a new program if only
lyonix owners can use it.

RISC OS Benchmarks

Many moons ago benchmarks were all
the rage in computer magazines. The
magazine PCW even made an effort to
have a standardised set of benchmarks
that could be applied to any type of
computer. Unfortunately it doesn't really
work between types because ultimately

M'd'WaYs (Lenny)
Historian 0 , 1 8  E d i t  Frescos history fist.
Smcepath 0 . 1 4  D r i ve  swohrorisation type

disc backup. acting as a
trontend to David Pilling's
SynoDiscs.

Swish 0 . 1 3  Produces SW listings as plain
text or n C/Ada header
tormatS

Verma 0 . 2 2  Reveal info about modules in
memory or on disc,

fvfidiphire 0 _ 2 3  A  utility tor clearing or
interpreting MIDI files.

Mixer 0 . 2 0  Control  the relative volume
levels of the nterral sound,
CDROMs and SharedSound
handlers.

Mu-kesoft
Minesweep 1 . 0 1  Minesweeper ter RISC OS

plus bonus BBC Micro
verson. Free download.

Catnolet Dynamic 2.51 C a b r i o l e t  Dynamic Geometry
Geometry h a s  been fully tested on

lyoncr. A free upgrade to
v2.513 is now available from
wwmtoorcherdsco.uk Full
version available for purchase
from Icon Technolooy Ltd.

6502Em 3 . 1 0  T h e  definitive BBC Micro
emulator for RISC OS. NOW
IN TESTING

Nick Roberts
Booklyteker 1 . 7 6
Rename 3 . 1 0
BDRand 3 , 2 5
SorLifits 1 . 1 0
MakeTable 0 . 2 6

ASM 5 . 0 1
tbxiciag 0 . 1 0
rex 0 . 3 3
hare 0 . 3 0
DtLHARC 0 . 1 4

Browser hollist manager
Burk file rerarner
Backdrop randomiset
A collection of spate uttlrfies
CSV/TSV HTML Table
converter
ARM macro assembler
Toolbox problem clognoss
ReCurSIVe •Ex
itia compression utility.
Desktop front-end for taro
(above)

PayKISS

MakelaSS

KISSTwis

OSLib Development Team
°Serb 6 4 0

Octopus Systems
Cater Display

'Teletext+

G-raph

Paul Skirrow
imeChars 1 . 0 0

Paul Vitgay
NeXTBar 1 . 1 0

AntUtits 1 , 5 3

Arctink5 0 . 1 6

Ent 1 . 0 1

CodeGroup 1 . 0 1

4.42 P l a y a  lot the KISS (Ksekae
Set System) papa doll game,

2,52 Development system for the
kiSS (Kreakae Set System)
paper doll game

095 A  set of developer utilities for
the KISS lkisekee Set
System) paper doll game.

Provides a C and Assembler
interlace to the RISC OS AP

2.74 Displays the caller's telephone
number when the phone rings
and logs call details. Links to
other prograrns Network
version available.

7.25 Advanced teletext software
which enables existing
Teletext cards and adapters to
be used on the tycnix R .
Features powerful scat
language, automatic data
logging and alarms.

1.00 GrePl l  Plotting Program draws
graphs from data files or
equator-S. Bar chats, line
graphs, bg graphs etc. Al
exportable as a Draw fire.

A ufilay to enable characters
ii specific fonts to be entered
easily into Impreszeon

A very flexible application
launcher
Acid lots of useful utilities to
the Ant Internet Suite
Pson EPOC to RISC OS
transfer utility
A port ot John Walkers
Entropy test
Port of Joivi Waters
CodeGroup

1R-
ForitCat

Dingbats

Dribel
LockDir

Frestilits

Lottery

PVuodate

Disc Cocrmancler

Shanaher

VZap

Step

Tiler

Blacklack

Peter Nails
GCC

Ptshp DeskLitLtAlarn
WebMan

FirerHRK1

BubbleHelp

Pholodeai Ltd
OHP 2.5

Photodesk

1.02

1.01

1.01
1.05

1.05

2.04

1.04

2.50

1.04

1.37

1.02

1.02

1.01

Display the loots installed, in
your computer.
Easily enter Dingbats
characters
Desktop silty
Lock directories from opening
within the desktop.
Add a number of useful
features to Fresco
Predict and arcafyse the
National Lottery numbers
Multi-purpose updater for my
software.
Powerful disc editor and
toolkit
Ancient Chinese strategy
patience game
RISC OS Wus scanner aid
inoculator
SIG9ahoglablly aPPlication for
creating random backdrop
Images from data.
Generate random locking
backdrop tiles
A desktop version of the
patience game.

2.95.4 Release 3 G N U
Computer Collection

2.50pre3 Easy  to use Wimp Crary

0,06 Webnian is a simple, clean.
fast tool to help with the
management of wet-sites,

1.21 RierHRin  is a simple module
that provrdes an attemative
ccmmand to Filer_Rin

2.11 Subb le l l i p  is an interactrize
here application, onginalty
written by Mlles Sabin.

2.51 F u l l  screen presentation
package

3.05 (32-bill F h o t o  aid bit-map

AC
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1 1 1

its the user interface that makes all the
difference.
However given a standard user interface
it does become reasonably useful to
have a set of standard tests to compare
different hardware/software configu-
rations of essentially the same computer.
For example all PCs. or all RISC OS
computers. Because, for example, the
user interface does a lot of graphical
plotting, if a particular machine is faster
at graphics then its user interface will be

Pineapple Software
ABC Compfier
kiti-Vms Protection
Scheme
Cuariturn Software
Keystroke

ands

R-Cornp
SiteMaster 2

Messenger Pro

WebsterXL

HIMLEdit Studio
Grapevine

UniPrint

I
aft.

koo Pluittro;

Procts,or

manipulation application

4.12 B B C  Basic Compiler
4.003 Virus detection and removal

V4.03 Powerful macro-processor for
automating many tasks on the
desktop.

V1 26 DoCurnent and application
desktop organiser.

2.32 Webete  managemeit system,
analysis and uploading toots.

2.70 L e d i n g  RISC OS email/news
system

1.99r-32 Featuretaden RISC OS
web browser with many
advanced facilities, designed
to take advantage of lyonx
hardware

Web authoring suite
MSN and RC htenet conversation

and file transfer system
1,02 Pr in t  to any printer connected

to a Winodws. PC over a
network, even it no RISC OS
driver exists. Altos photo
printing!

Network Printer Drivers 2 . 0 0  P r in t  to network
attached laser printers and
()antes connected to pea
server boxes via Ipr arid
ieldeect

Netketch 1 . 3 2  h t e n e t  'front mcr and
mat/news system for
Network/Broadband intern&
uSat's DialUp without the
Diaft

2.70 Extended version of
Messenger Pro with support
for accessing local network
email/news servers via
IMAP/NNTP

EasyClip C l i p a r t  and graphics

Messeiger Pro
Online

MovieDB

ROCclvart
Astrobase
SoundCon

DataPower 2

Image Winer

Remote Control

Quake
Rictvrd Haled
KeyWindow

OmniDesk

Rick Hudson
Pla01

Thump

1.63

1.20

11),1% Valk

smoother.
Enter Richard Spencer who spent an
afternoon devising a set of RISC OS
benchmarks which will work across the
range of machines and can be used as a
basis of comparison for the different
makes and set-ups.
His "ROrnark'' performs 10 tests each of
which is timed to last one second, and
calculates how much it gets done in this
time. This is then compared with the
standard benchmark for that test

database/manager with many
facilities

2,26 / 2.32 Easy-to-use. relational
database with multimedia.
Scripting SQL and many
more features.

1.03 Comprehensive package for
tracing Sprite (bitrnap) files
into Draw (vector) for DIP
work

1,13 A l lows  you to control a
VVindows PC directly from
your lyonix

1,23 Famous 3D action game

Hardy cc-screen Victim key
strip
Modular desktop utility
manage which acts as a
front-end to a suite of utilities

1.68 beta 2 Multi-forme disc-based
sound be player.

1,48 beta 1MA-format image
thumbnaller and viewer.

1.42 beta O f f  tine Internet Movie
p a i R h s p  b r o w s e r

2.25 S t a r  char/ software
1.02 Astronomy database engine
1.63 S o u n d  format converter (also

player for Start sound
hardware).

Soft Pock Software
WebChange 2 . 4 0  Website maintenance toot
Spine
Various modules MerciUtils. Usage, OLESupport.

FiveToString, RMSave,
UnCrundh.

PICsirte 1 . 3 9  A C
assemblechsassembleard
simulator (parallel pod
programmer still to be
convened)

ParailerDevkielariver 0 ,21  F o r  compatibility of direct
access via USB to parallel

IOW1
obtained on his 202MHz StrongARM
Risc PC which provides the standard
baseline. A log file of the results is
produced and loaded into your default
text editor. If you get a rating of 200% it
means that your computer is twice as
fast as the standard, 33% means one
third of the speed. or that it would take
three times as long to perform the same
task.

DFSreader.

BarCode

Stefan Belton
GnuPG

SteCnen Fryaft
Pairs

Crosses

Master
Solitaire
Locate

Float
AwkScan
Tank Stage Lighting
Serial2
UPS
The ARM Club
TypeTutor
DiscKnight
WorkSpace

Fred1,Aap

CorrniCal

GraphIask

Gamma

PriPlay

1Nd. I ' l l

lyonix Applications

Itco.krogk Com

converter leads

0.18 A  simple tiler to read from
BEG moor° DES format discs

1.05 Create becodes and save
them as Draw files

1 .2.3-eal Free implementation of
OpenPGP standard
(RFC2440).

0.32 Desktop card matching
memory game.

1.00 Desktop Noughts and
Crosses

0.10 Desktop 'Mastermind' Game
0,10 Desktop Solitaire game
0.88 ComprehensNe file search

utility
0.36 Interactive help chant
1.05 Archive Magazine search tool

0,55 Atomyride Serial Card Driver
0.21 R e i d ,  UPS display software

Touch typing tutor
1.39 Checks  and tees disc errors
2,61 (18-Jel-19981 P r o v i d e s

6 desktop workspaces to
prevent cluttered screen.

3.17 (21-Feb-20011
Graphical display of free
space on a disc,

2.61 (16-jue_1998) D e s k t o p
front end to 'commends for
drag aid drop launching,

4.01 (01-Oct -2(J01) o n
graphical programs in a
tasiviwindow. with MODE 7
strePort

2.51 (12-Jut 1995)
Brightne/Contrast/Gamma
control of the screen in any
mode.

0.42 (06-Nov-20021 P l a y  t.p
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freeish Internet
broadband up to I o n  taster mar 1 stoInternet in t  lane

ADSL Special Offers
Home ADSL A l l  our services are unrestricted and come with
FREE ADSL Modem Worth over E50,00, unlimited email addresses and welospace.

Home 512USB O n l y  E25.99 Inc VAT
Home 512S8-V O n l y  E29 99 Inc VAT Ant i -v i rus and firewall with parental

control included
Home 1Mbps and 2Mbps Services Available CALL for Details

Business ADSL - All our services are unrestricted and come with a FREE ADSL Router for
networks worth over E100.00, Static IP Address and unlimited email addresses

Business 512Lite Only E25•99 +  VAT Hardware Firewal Option Only E 2 9 . 9 9
Business 512NET Only E49.99 +  VAT Hardware Firewal Option Only E 2 9 . 9 9

Why not let us host your website at the same time from only E4,00 + VAT
Business 1Mbps and 2Mbps Services Available CALL for details.

visit www.freeisknet
or email, broadhand©smesuoolies.comk

all us onv3r
8101 532140

NOTICEBOARD
PROFESSIONAL
A powerful program for creating and running
stand-alone and user-controlled
presentations on RISC OS computers. Slide
shows or rolling display presentations can
be easily created for school, home or

business use. Graphics/text/photo pages are made up using
scanned images, sprites, drawfiles, JPEGS and HTML
material, etc. Sound can be added using a wide range of
sources. Programs run on-screen automatically or user-
controlled. Large-screen digital projection is another useful
option.

Single user E 3 2 "  S i t e  licence

32 bit versions
now

available

E945.coo

PICTURE BOOK 2
The six Picture Book programs offer a
range of work and play activities with
setting options that can be set to match

the child's ability. With Picture Book 2 reading, spelling
and counting become easy and enjoyable for pre-
school and primary school children and those with
learning difficulties.

Single user £ 2 5 0 0  S i t e  licence E 7  tx)5.

KIDS KEYS
The handy, flexible plastic keyboard overlay with large
lower case letters in the iqwerty' key-board layout for
use with any computer. Easy to fix and remove.

Singles E 2 5 0  S c h o o l  Pack (10)  E 2 0 "

CONTACT RGSC FOR UPGRADE DETAILS

REALLY GOOD SOFTWARE COMPANY
8 Hawthorn Close, Harpenden, Hefts, AL5 1HN United Kingdom Tel/Fax: 01582 761 395

E-mail: salessgsc@argonet.co.uk
Post/packing add UK 45 Europe £1.50 Other countries E5.00.
No VAT. Cheque with order please. Official orders welcome.



THE DATA STORE

IGb Microdrive £ 11 5 9 9 k , i gs l un  256 CE £35.24 MAMA RacirdiLor charger 1  4 Phallus I - 4 x  D i J . R W  1 0 ( 2 2 9 9

Pocket CIF1/2 reader L7 99 Integral 256CF £35.79 2200 rnAh AA'S £18.49 Bulkpag DVD.R 4s 2906 L22 49
12650 Integral £34.39 Kingston 512CF £77.99 MAMA 4  AA 2000 mAh  L5.75 Rite' Printable D V D • R  4x £28  79

256 SD sandisk £61 99 Sandisk IGb CF £182.95 MAMA S l im l ine  charger 1 4 Verbatim DVD-R 2x 2908 £31 99
5 : :  S a n d i s k  L I 4 9  SE Less( 256 409 CF 3/S L70,49 2230 rnAh A A 5 £9 45 White Label D V D - R  SOCB L2 2.

AD /  SM 515 M P r o p t i c l  i t  j  b a t t e r i e s Act , ,  •

1.,ty A D  Fol.. £39  75 126 MS Lexar  £37 99 Energizer Fuji I P  60  E l i . Small camera bag £3.59 k i f i l l i m a  10 4.6 LS 99

256 XD Fisk L82•99 MS USB reader ‘ 1 3 . 9 9 Energizer Nikon EN! L23•88 Medium camera bag L3•99 Kodak Ultima 20 5•7 £6 99
128 Smar tmed ia  £23.99 128 MMC 126 99 Energizer Fuji NP BO £20 47 Mini Tripod metal trite legs n  59 A4 glossy U paper 25(6.75.
64 Smartmedia 9 9 mMC 116 49 Energizer Nikon EN2L20 47 Carnera cleaning k i t  L2•99 CD labels t )  SO f 2 . 3 9

sk Xl  , r a d e r  £16.99 Leta, Energ, ,  •  l i e l  £14 99 1CD protectors 3 LS 89 50 L5 ,

• CASTLE, RISCSTATION AND
MICRODIGITAL DEALER

• RISC OS 4
AUTHORISED INSTALLER

A large range of software and
peripherals for all RISC OS computers

stocked in our showroom in Bromley - pop in and
see us or order by mail, fax, email or telephone!

T H E  D ATA STORE
Picroconemi,s•.••••-•._

SIBELIUS
T H E  M L I S • C  N O T A T I O N  S O F T W A R E

The Data Store now provides the official
Customer Support service for Sibelius Acorn programs.

Annual Subscriptions from E47 - please phone for details

SIBELIUS 7 now only E399 inc VAT
SIBELIUS 7 STUDENT only £249 • SIBELIUS 6 only E99

(SIBELIUS 2 FOR WINDOWS/1.4 FOR MAC now £525)

We also stock Graham lone? excellent music scanning package
SHARPEYE - £60 inc VAT

6 CHATTERTON ROAD BROMLEY KENT BR2 9QN
Tel 020 8460 8991 •  Fax 020 8313 0400

Web hup://www he-datastore.co-uki
Email infoethe-datastore.co.uk

Open MONDAY - FRIDAY (except WEDNESDAY) 10.00-5.30
SATURDAY 10.00-1.00 (1.00-5.30 by appointment only)

IISB Digital Camera Download Utility

I t i R l i P t i 8  u s s

L 4 9 • 0 0  Inc.VAT and P&P

LI  20 including Simtec USB Podule
FREE when bundled with Camera and M u l e .

Wider range of cameras now supported
(ALL PTP cameras supported)

ALL cameras purchased from us include:
FREE PHOTODESK9 AND PHOTOSHOW SOFTWARE

Tel: 01305 822753
1 c r r i t o i r  www.photodeskitcLuk

Mic rod r I ves  /  S D

U I i J E i J  11C1111111L- Ell.1.1ir% 0845 125 9535 All prices inc VAT
Compact flash Bath •  /  Chargers DVD-R/RW, DVD+R/RW, CDR Inkjet cartridges

title
HP No 56 Black £1379
HP No 58 Black L I 7  59

Epson 1290 colour L19 19
Eoso, 915 colour (14 79

I2A1990 L I 7  99

Paper j  1,1;

Value Distribution UK, Clydesdale Place, Leyland, I./Inca, PIR 26 7Q5, sorry no callers, delivery from U .  Al  priors Include v a t  and impagt duties, rue vat mvoice supplsd with each
order, Prices subject to change, check webstite for latest. WWW,VALUEDIGETALCO.UK, Our terms and csal t ions apply. 6110E.



lyonix Applications

On some machines a difference in the
screen mode alters the plot time, so a
standard screen mode should be used.
the one used is 800x600 in 256 colours
to establish the baseline.
When the program is run the screen will
blank and will has ''Running Test 1
(Processor)" at the top. If all goes well
after about 10 seconds it will say "Tests
complete." and return you to the
Desktop. The log file (with a name like
''Iog12345") will load and display.
However if you close the window
without saving it the log will be lost.
This program has been tested on RISC
OS 3.1, 3.7, 4.02, Select, 5.02 and 5.03
using the hardware including lyonix PC.
StrongARM Risc PC, Kinetic Risc PC.
VirtualA5000, RedSquirrel, A7000 and
A3010.
The tests
"Processor" creates a [1-[4k long loop
which is small enough to fit in the ARM
7 instruction cache (and the StrongARM,
of course). This is then iterated for
100cs until the interrupt timer sets a
memory semaphore and the routine
returns the number of iterations to the
main program. This benchmark is
roughly analogous to a MIPS rating.

APPstat

SWIstat

SERVstat

VECstal

CPUload

ARMSyser

Countdown

SPRtoots

ADESe,ect

CDFSeiect

24

HI)ite.1%1H,1

to 9 Replay mcmes on the
pinboard.

1.22 (15-Nov-2001) T i m i n g
and oat count statistics on
running applications.

2.12 (17-Nov-2002) M o n i t o r s
SWI cat actMty on entire
mad-me a selected t

1.01 (17-Nov-2002) M o n i t o r s
Module Service call activity.

1.01 (17-Nov-2002) M o n i t o r s
calls to system vectors viAth
reason code display.

3.22 (18-Aug-2031) A c c u r a t e
CPU usage graphical monitor.

0.41 (08-Dec-2002) A n a l y s e
all RISC OS executable and
object forrnats for 26 bit only
inStructiOnS. P r o d u c e
disassembly or assembly
output n text, KIN& M t .
Impression. EasWrits
formats,

3.02 (21-Mar-1994) S o l v e s
Channel 4's Ocontdown
words art numbers puzzles.

Ii (26-Nov-20)2) e i t m a o
format conversion and image
processing tools.

1.10 (24-Nov-2002)
Disnounts a floppy by clicking
on the drive ton wth adust

1.30 (24-Nov-2002) E l e c t s
the CD by clicking on the
COES icon with the acitst

SCSIeject

ZIPeject

111-nerMod

WindOPen

Theo Markettos
CryptRanclom

SHA1

SSHProxy

pscp

SVCUfils

ps2txt

HardE3ack
Tom Hughes
LinkES

HTMLateck
WirnoMon

NIP

41 .

Mt ,

f s  ReAd

"Memory" uses multiple register
load/stores to see how fast the memory
bus is, rather than the core CPU with its
data cache.
"Rectangle Copy" does exactly that. If
you have a Viewfinder I would expect
this to give a high benchmark since it is
done by the graphics card rather than
manually by the CPU. Later versions of
VirtualA5000 seems to perform very well
on this test. When you move a window
in the desktop it is an OS rectangle
copy, however the time is spent
redrawing whatever it was it had
obscured.
"Icon Plotting" creates and plots a
simple 16 colour icon with a mask and
palette in the current mode.
"Draw Path" plots a "thin" line in a
colour selected by ColourTrans.
"Draw Fill" plots the same shape but
filled in.
"HD Read/Write" block loads/saves a
1MB file. The obtained benchmark is in
kilobytes/sec
"ES Read/Write" reads/writes a large file
one byte at a time, again giving a
kilobytes/sec reading.
Richard personally feels that the
potential productivity benchmark is more

1.10 (24-Nov-2002)
Dismounts and ejects a
removable SCSI disc using
adjust click.

1.10 (24-Nov-2002)
Dismounts and ejects a ZIP
disc using adjust click.

4.0D (25-Nov-2002) P r o v i d e s
SVVIs and *commands for
timing to microsecond
accuracy.

1.82 (29-Oct-2002)
Manipulates windows using
'command's in obey files.

0.10 Generator of cryptographic*
useful random numbers

0.02 Module  to compute Secure
Hash Algorithm SHA- 1
digests

0.18 Secure shell (sshl tO Telnet
convener

0.4967 Secure copy (sop) commas)
line client

0.04 Module  to access protected
memory in user mcde

2.1 U t i l i t y  to extract text from
Postscript files.

3.100 Hard disc backup system

2.04 Provides symbolic Irks to
directories

1.12 Validates HTML files
2.07 Tr a m s  rmssages passed

between VVrrnp applications

E.11ES Wn.  K i l t s

or less related to the square root of the
speed which means that for most
people in PC land, spending E200 more
on a processor that is 5% faster is a
waste of money. Note the use of the
word potential. this can be easily
negated by a clunky OS/application.
Other people may say that a speed
differential of less than factor 2 is
irrelevant to the amount of useful work a
person can do on a machine, after all
you can still type a letter on an 8-bit
BBC Micro.
Check out
www.richardspencenfreeukcomfriscosmark
for the latest version of the program.
Bend in •iarks
The following table is based upon other
people's benchmarks. The results are
percentages data rates used for
harddisc tests rather than percentages.
For the others 100%=SA202 RiscPC
running RISC OS 4.02. All tests were
done in 256 colour, 800x600 screen
modes apart from the A4 which was in
VGA16. The PC benchmarks were
obtained using VirtualA5000. lyonix was
running RISC OS 5.03 with DMA
enabled.

SYsL-09

VetTniNon S e r c l s
PSbrush

X-Ample Technology
Enigma 1 . 3 0

CoNN 0 . 4 4
CableNews Professional

USEIInto 0 . 3 5

AltKeys 3 . 0 0

Zap Developers
Zap

0.19 Provides a central loggttig
facility that can be used be
programs to log information

0.30 Convert Photostop and Paint
Shop Pro brush files fa use in
Pnotodesk

0.57 Extract useful photographic
information and thumbnails
from digital camera PEG
files.

Siroulaton of IMMI encryption
device.
Universal Configuration Utility
3.00 Professional tool to
create and broadcast live
transmission ol a news
camusset
A generic US8 viewer that
shows all devices connected
to your USS system.
Relocatable module to allow
easy entenng of foreign and
specia characters,

1.46 Z a p  is a fast text/memory
editor.

Steve Turnbull
steve.turnbull@acornusercom



A f t e r  the fantastic success of last
year's Guildford Show, the
organisers (RIlin Ltd and

SASAUG) are planning to do the same
again. And we want to help. Getting to
an event is always the worst bit so
here's some useful descriptions of where
it is, how to get there and how much it
costs to get in.

Saturday 18th October 2003 only
Doors open 10:00am to 4:00pm

Walkers Guide
A pedestrian's description of the walking
route from the Main Station to Guildford
College:

Bear right as you leave the main
entrance of Guildford Railway Station.
passing the bus stop and heading
towards the one-way traffic system.

Turn left onto Bridge Street, walking
along Bridge Street in the same direction
as the traffic.

At the next junction, turn left onto
Onslow Street and continue until you
come to the pedestrian crossing where
you can safely cross onto the right side
of the street. (This is before you get to
the roundabout.)

Continue along Onslow Street until you
get to the roundabout where you must
turn right into York Road. Don't cross
York Road at this point.

Walk along York Road until you can
safely cross the road to the left side. The
safest way is to use the pedestrian
subway a short distance along the road.

Turn left at the junction with Stoke Road.
Walk along Stoke road for about 650
metres (725 yards) and see Guildford
College on your right. Enter and go to
Reception which is next to the hall.

By Car: M4 J10 via Bracknell
Exit M4 at Junction 10 A329M
signposted for Bracknell, Wokingharn.

Continue past Coppid Beech Exit,
Continue past the Motorway end.
Railway Line to your left.

Straight on at roundabout; 3rd Exit at
'Twin Bridges' (Light Controlled)
signposted for Crowthorne, not any sign

to the (M3)

SI- Show

Straight on at roundabout: the
next roundabout has 'spiral lane'
markings. The correct approach
lane is the Right Hand Side; take
the 3rd exit signposted for
Crowthorne.

Proceed over Bus Controlled
Traffic Lights. (Prepare to stop if
you see a bus in either side road)

Straight on at Roundabout onto Dual
Carriageway; straight on at Roundabout
onto Single Carriageway (Crowthorne
Traffic went to the right).

The 'Link Road' proceeds past
Broadmoor Hospital on the right;
descending the hill.

Straight on at the three minor
roundabouts skirting 'Owlsmoor':
straight on at 'The Rackstraw' Traffic
Lights onto Marshall Road; straight on at
minor roundabout and junction.

Proceed past M&S and Tesco Extra at
The Meadows': Cross the A30 at
Blackwater: The Meadows Roundabout
(light-controlled). Signposted for M3 (J4)
and A331.

Straight on through three more light-
controlled junctions towards the M3.
Approaching the roundabout, two lanes
can go left. Traffic from the M3 (South
West) joins here.

Proceed Left, under the bridge and take
the mid-lanes at the lights controlling
access to the southern roundabout.

Proceed onto the A331 keeping right to
avoid the Camberley and Farnborough
traffic exits.

Proceed to A31 Hogs Back; you will
pass under the Basingstoke Canal en
route.

Proceed East along the A31 Hogs Back
(Various Speed Limits); approaching
Guildford bear LEFT onto the A3
(signposted for London).

Do not follow the A31 towards Central
Guildford.

Proceed past the University exit: Take
the Wooden Bridge Roundabout exit. If
you miss this exit, you have a long

journey to the next exit.

SE Show

Use the Righthand Lane at the Slip Road
Lights: Traffic from Bagshot has a
protected left exit lane ahead.

Continue straight on (leaving the
roundabout in the right hand lane): the
Dual Carriageway passes under the
railway.

Proceed on past the Superstores: ignore
the A322 route to Guildford Centre. After
the A322 junction move to the right-hand
Lane

Use the right filter lane ahead for
Guildford College (and Lido); Turn right
onto the A320 signposted for Guildford
College.

The first mini-roundabout is for
Exhibitors access: Exhibitors loading
unloading and parking only. The Show
Visitors (Students) Car Park is left at the
second mini-roundabout

By Car: M25 J10
M25 J10 is for the A3 signposted for
Guildford: Take the signpost Guildford
Exit from the A3.

Descend the slip road on the left side;
turn left onto the major road aiming for
the (straight on) A320 lanes. The right
hand lanes are to Guildford Centre via
A322.

Straight on at the traffic light-controlled
junction; Guildford College is just ahead.

The first mini-roundabout is for
Exhibitors access: Exhibitors loading
unloading and parking only. The Show
Visitors (Students) Car Park is left at the
second mini-roundabout
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hostiiiju
Web sites start at just f  7  a  m o n t h .  ASP,

ASP.net 1.1, Pert, PHP, ODBC, FrontPage (all versions),
supported as standard, hosted on Windows 2003 IIS 6.0,
with a load of ASP components free to use.

Advanced hosting options include SQL
2000, ColdFusion MX and FREE domain.

CHEAPEST PRICES IN THE UK...
NO HIDDEN EXTRAS, THE PRICE
YOU SEE IS WHAT YOU PAY!!
Domain name price guide

Nominet I E9.99 + VAT
.co.uk, .net.uk, .itcLuk, .org.uk, .pic.uk, .rne.uk

Nominet Personal I E 9.99 + VAT
ine.uk

Global I E19.99 + VAT
.com,.net,.org, .biz, .info

Alternative I £44.99 + VAT
.br.com, .cn.com, .eu.com, .gb.com, .nu.com, .nacom, .qc.com,
.11.1.COM, .sa.com, .se.com, .uk.com, .us.com, .uy.corm .gb.net,
.se.net, .uk.net

The above prices are for 2 years
inctuding ALL domain fees.

www.hostinguk.net
08702 00 30 44 / 01492 863960



IMPRESSION is back
IMPRESSION, the professional document processor
is back. Initially created by Computer Concepts,
Impression was the first killer-application to hit the
RISC o s  rnArkFit

X-Ample Technology have now taken over the
development of Impression and are planning new
features and releases, including a 32-bit version for
the IYONIX pc.

The first new release will be available shortly, but in
the meantime you might want to visit our special
Impression web pages and give us your opinion.

14!

http:11wwwitat.nllimpression

•
qt/ M P R E S S I O N

X-Ample Technology by - The Netherlands - Phone +31 412 634433

Doma in  n a m e s
Domain registration with forwarding

2 year registrations

.CO.UK, .ORG.LIK,

E p 2  0  +VAT .ME UK

.ICOMil, .NET, .0186,

.NAME, ADZ
E 4  0  +VAT

E 6 5 M O L C O M ,  .GB.COM,
UK NET G B  NET

•  +VAT - • •  •  •

Includes t

Domain registrat ion f e e l
DNS Hosting
Email forwarding
URL forwarding

.COM, .ORG and N E T  long-term
1 year only
5 years
10 years

Extras
POPS mailboxes 1 1 0
Mailing list E S O
Auto-responder E 2 0
Transparent  forwarding E10

E25
E100
E180

Web hosting
Domain registration with hosting
Take above prices and add :

+E25
+EA5
+E:70

+VAT

+VAT

+VAT

1Mb site

5Mb site

10Mb site

All hosting includes

Domain registration fees
OHS Hosting
Web site hosting
PHP4
5111 (Iiiiirver Side Includes)

Web Extras t
Search Engine Registration
COIERN
Domain transit".

E25
E20
£10

All prices exclude VAT @ 17 5%

We can also design your site - ask us for a quote!

1

domainsi@spellings•
Tel. 07785 935497 Ale

Close
Puriey
Surrey. CRBIAU

What is Backing
you two)

Backup all your files, store

your CDs and use them

anywhere. Fits in a shirt pocket

with a storage capacity of

From

SW Pocket
Mini Hard

Drives

20 to 80 GB!
includes software for a cost

effective back up solution

E210.00
....ex VAT and delivery4 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 "

call us on
0845 644 5 333

to discuss what we
can do for you

www.hki-systems.co.uk
info@hki-systems.co.uk

I I K I •  SYSTEMS LTD
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R e c o r d  levels of consumer debt in
the UK have been all over the
news in recent months. The

excesses of Christmas and January are
distant memories, but not if you maxed
out your credit card online. According to
the Internet Media Research Group, an
astonishing El bn was spent online in
credit card purchases in January in the
UK alone. And they say that January is a
slow month for trade. Perhaps people
using their credit cards to pay for goods
online have a great deal to do with it.

There's no longer any doubt. After the
deafening burst of the dot-corn bubble,
the industry has started growing steadily
from a more sensible level. Amazon is
making a profit. Even Lastminute.com is
doing respectably. it made £1.6m gross
last quarter. And if the Internet is as
democratic as it is feted to be, why
shouldn't you be getting a slice of that
pie?

From football clubs selling shorts to
farmer's wives selling lingerie, it seems
everybody has an online shop. Setting
up your own store from scratch requires
risk, time and investment but can be
quite satisfying and. if you do it right,
lucrative. The process is not dissimilar to
running your own mail-order service. For
the uninitiated however, it can be a mini-
minefield, and the whole thing, if you're
canny about it, is likely to cost around
£1500 to set up.

Let's assume that you have your shop
already running on a server, waiting to
have a payment processing mechanism
added. The services on offer vary widely.
from ones that provide you with a full
shopping cart and form mechanism to
ones that simply process credit card
numbers. Requirements vary drastically.

How to get paid

All the work and imagination you lavish
on your shiny virtual store will come to
nothing if you don't make it easy for
people to lob cash at you. The most
important aspect of shopping online is
being able to take payments for impulse
purchases. and being able to do it as
smoothly as possible: these days no
Internet shopper can be bothered to fax
a cheque or put a stamp on an envelope.
You can either accept payment through a
holding account, or directly through a
Payment Service Provider and an

Va <hc money
Internet Merchant Service.

PayPal and WorldPay are the best
known of the Holding Accounts taking
payments on your behalf. Many people
accept donations to keep their site
running through PayPal and it is the
payment method of choice for eBay. In
fact eBay became so dependent on
PayPal, it decided to buy it.

PayPal is not just for amateur
auctioneers though, as it operates
special business and merchant services.
You are supplied with a secure shopping
cart, a shipping calculator/tracker and
the ability to customise everything about
your account. They even supply you with
GIFs of credit card symbols. It charges
50p for handling each UK-based
withdrawal, and a 2.7% commission is
levied on business customers.
Everything at the bottom level, however,
is dealt with in dollars, and so there may
exchange rate charges to consider too.

The advantages of PayPal are that a
great number of people already own
accounts, and therefore won't be put off
by having to jump through hoops to give
you money. Plus, you won't need to
worry about the fiddly setting up of your
own secure servers and merchant bank
accounts (more on that later.)

The disadvantage is that you can't help
getting the feeling that you're paying
over the odds for the service because
you live on the wrong side of the
Atlantic. Plus, because so many people
also use PayPal as a virtual begging
bowl for passers-by to drop coins into,
you risk giving your site an unprofes-
sional appearance.

If you like the idea of PayPal. but you are
somewhat unsure about using a US-
based company, you might like to
consider a good UK equivalent: NoChex.
It was set up to offer a straightforward
way for people in the UK to process
payment. and is similar to PayPal in that
it acts like a bank account that others
can transfer money into. It's cheaper
than PayPal too, it charges 1%
commission or a minimum of 99p each
time you take money out of your
account. They are at pains to point out
that they only charge when you withdraw
money. rather than each time you receive
a payment. But surely if we're talking
more than ten pounds, it works out the
same?

Acquiring Banks

E-Commerce

There are requirements for NoChex: Both
you and your customers must have debit
cards registered with a UK bank to open
an account: this makes it difficult for
non-UK shoppers. You can only have a
maximum of NO in the account, and
they do not accept liability for
commercial transactions: only personal
ones. They may consider upgrading your
account and negotiating your terms and
conditions if asked, though.

Since you want to be sure that your
customers can pay you without too
much trouble, if you do go down the
route of using holding accounts, it might
be wise to operate several.

The second, and more professional way
of doing it, is to open up an appropriate
bank account, called an Acquiring Bank.
and obtain a PDC) and merchant
services.

What are all those things? Imagine your
Web site is a real-life shop. The
Acquiring Bank is your cash register and
the merchant services are the smiling
cashiers eagerly considering lunch. A
PDC) is the mechanism that actually
takes the card, swipes it and sends it for
authorisation. Everything that takes a
card, from the old machines that
imprinted your number onto carbon to
automatic train ticket machines, is a
PDC) and unless you fancy sitting in front
of your computer waiting for card
numbers to come through so you can
type them in. you're going to need to
hire one. PDC)s on the Internet are called
Payment Service Providers, and they
should do the job nicely.

Some examples can be found on
www.electronic-
payments.co.uldproductAata.jsp, NetBanx
(www.netbanx.com) is a good inclusive
service for people just starting up. It's a
bureau. which means it's all inclusive but
bureaux take a while to transfer money
to your account. WorldPay
(www•worldpay•comiuki) offers an interna-
tional outlook. if you already have an
Acquiring Bank. Each PDC) offers
different combinations of services, and
advice on how to fit all the jigsaw pieces
together.

Crucially, if your customers have any
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1. Start Up or Growth.
You may require finance. The fundamental truth
is that investment brokers will not normally
look twice at any proposal they receive.
Therefore your business plans must be fully
developed so that they can stand up to the
most severe scrutiny and enable you to obtain
the finance you need.
Our Service.
We work closely with Investment Brokers and
Banks. We fully understand their needs and
ensure that your business plan complies. More
importantly we guarantee that the plan will truly
reflect your business and will flush out any
major stumbling blocks that you are going to
encounter before you run into them.

2. Suffering from
growing pains?
When an organisation grows quickly it often
creates an imbalance between product
volumes and the administration required to
deliver them. The truth of this situation is that
sales will suffer if you don't put the adminis-
tration in place, but net profits will suffer if it is
done wastefully.
Our Service.
With your help, we implement an organisation
structure which guarantees that all your
resources are 100% aligned to deliver your
Valuable Final Product. This puts you back in
control, it highlights where your administrative
gaps are and how to fill them, and even gives
you an understanding of which roles you need
to fill first as your organisation grows.

3. Do you know why performance
is declining?
The truth is that the answer is always simple
and can always be fixed, and to fix it at
this stage before the situation gets worse
means that you can hang on to control of
your company.

If you wait too long, you may not.

Our Service.
We operate a straightforward, understandable
set of steps which result in a fully recovered
business which wastes no resource, knows
exactly why it went into decline and knows
how to avoid any future decline and to grow
successfully.

QUEST COMMERCIAL CONSULTANTS

Birmingham
215 Gristhorpe Road Selly Oak Birmingham B 2 9  7SP

Tel: 0121 472 0684

Manchester
8a Middle Hillgate Stockport Cheshire S K I  3AY

Tel: 0161 429 8902 F a x :  0161 429 0685
e-mail: nickbequeStdp.CO-uk
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We have taken over development of the leading DIP-style,
relational, RISC OS database- fl .'  A n  extended
CD release has been produced (removing the old credit-basec
protection system) and a brand new 32bit version. The CD
includes the latest release, plus an online manual in vanous
formats, as well as tutorial and "Using DataPower 2" materials_

DataPower 2 CD version E 9 t 1
DataPower 2 CD + printed manual E 1 2 '

Upgrade to CD for existing DP2 user E 2 5
32bit upgrade for existing v2 owners E 4 0

Image Outliner (26132bit)   E 1 7 . 5 (

a t t A h r i n g
HTMLEdit 5 Studio (Whole Suite) E 1 1 5
HTMLEdit Studio contains
HTMLEdit V5 . .    .  E55
WebsterXL  E 3 0
Web Designer's Toolkit v2+  E 3 0
WebSpell (HTML-aware spelling checker) E l  5

SiteMaster 2+   E 3 5

Internet Utilities
R-Comp Internet Suite  E 7 5
First class software to get you online!
Consists of DialUp 2, Messenger Pro 2 & Webstern
(described below).

Available with a 56k Modem and Account for 115.

at

4."(

DialUp E 2 5
Internet connection software
NB t o  MPro owners or i f  you own WXL

Upgrade from DialUp v 1 for E 1 2

Messenger Pro 2 E 3 7
• Easy to set up and use,
• Flexible view options
• Offline and Network ( )  and Server (:100)

WebsterXL E 3 0
• Support for advanced Web technologies
• Support for frames, tables. CSS and JavaScript
• Includes 128-bit SSL —shop with confidence!
• Uses plug-ins to support Java, Flash etc.

17,4 ( T A *  drfinalive buernet rizat mopiroret)SE ( O E M  i t i t E t e  M • S N  a n d E25
Grapevine

Network-in-a-Box N e w  Pttduct!
Network-in-a-Box gives you all you need to network up
RISC OS and Windows computers, and share pdntersiinternet.
Containing 2 network cards. cables. the Internet/Print sharing
box, software and 5 printed, step-by-step manuals
covering both RISC OS and Windows L 2 6 0

ADSI-in-a- N e w  Produe!
Similar to above, but for ADSL and without the
shared printing. Everything you need to network a
RISC PC/A7000 and Windows PC for ADSL E230

More Cable broadband and S I
kits available at new lower prices!

http://www.reomp.co.uk/
100Mbit Newer,/ ...rd
High speed 10 and 100Mbit card E 8 9

UniPrint NEW - out now!
"Universal" Network Printer Driver E 4 0
The software allows your RISC OS machine to print to any
printer connected (and working) to a WindowsPC on your
network. That E50 USB inkjet or expensive Photo Printer?
No problem. UniPrint solves your RISC OS printing problems.

UP VAcorn/PCcard & UP Deluxe E 2 5 / E 5 0
The Virtual Acorn version allows VA to print (and the Alpha
portable), and allows printing via PC card. "Deluxe" includes
both standard UniPrint and the VA version. plus Sprite onnting.

THE S I E A LT I N I E  S T R AT E G Y  G A M E

TEK is available now!

0 1 4 f



E-Commerce

sense, they will not give their credit card
details Out on an insecure medium. (For
some reason, this little detail doesn't
seem to apply to those "charity
muggers" taking down people's credit
card details on their clipboards in the
middle of the street.) Aim for a PDO
system that offers secure (SSL, SET or
PKI) collection of credit card details as
standard. Most should: for instance,
Secure Trading (www.securetrading.com)
will provide you with a good one,

Fraud

This leads us nicely onto how to protect
yourself from credit card fraud.
"Customer Not Present" transactions. as
the banks term them, are sadly open to
abuse. Some companies have been
known to be alarmingly dim when it
comes to this.

About four years ago. a mobile phone
company (which shall remain unnamed)
got into trouble for letting customers key
a credit card number into its pay-as-you-
go service without any identification
information whatsoever: not even an
expiry date. Although the chances of
anybody striking lucky with a random
16-digit number are low, i ts  best to
avoid being so wildly incompetent and
provide your customers with a secure
server and proper authorisation.

If the worst happens and a fraudulent
transaction is made over your Web site,
the courses of action vary widely
depending upon your Acquiring Bank
and Payment Service Provider. Bureaux,
those that combine the payment
processing and the merchant service, are
safest by far since everything is
centralised. However, because they have
more to lose, they are likely to hold all
payments back for up to sixty days until
they are sure that the transaction is
legitimate. This could create problems
with cashflow if your site is new.

If you don't have the protection of using
a bureau, you might find yourself out of
pocket, if only for a short while. A claim
will be made by your Acquiring Bank to
recover the money. Depending on your
terms and conditions, you may have to
reach into your trousers to reimburse
your bank and either claim it from your
own insurance or from your Payment
Service Provider.

Your Acquiring Bank, when giving you
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your Internet merchant service account,
will also make a judgement as to the
likelihood of fraud on your site and
arrange charges and precautions as
appropriate. Sites selling, for instance.
concert tickets or DVDs might be more
likely to become victims of fraud than
sites selling soft furnishings. There isn't
much of a black market in curtains.

The process is fairly similar if you have to
refund any of your customers. You must
put in a refund request, and your Internet
merchant account will be debited the
amount that is refunded to your ex-
customer's credit card plus an adminis-
tration fee, which is usually around
2.5%. Luckily, if you concentrate on
keeping your customers happy and well
informed, that shouldn't be a problem. In
Web commerce especially, customer
service pays dividends.

Golden rules

Unsurprisingly, not all online shops are
successful. Those that are remain so
because of their reputation. built through
word of mouth, that they are trustworthy,
fast and easy to use. Some online
shops, however, appear to even forget
that they are trying to serve their
customers. Here are some important
rules if you don't want your dot-corn to
make you spontaneously dot-combust:

Keep the design straightforward and
intuitive. Ideally you want the customer
to be able to view and then buy
something within as few clicks as
possible, although do put in a warning
screen before you charge their card.

Things won't always go right. If they
don't, talk to your customers and answer
their questions. They may be typing into
a machine, but there needs to be a
human face behind the screen. Answer
any e-mail questions or complaints you
receive promptly, not five days later.
Consider supplying a telephone number
too.

Watch what you do with your customers'
details. It's fine putting them on a mailing
list if they agree to it first. Target it. If
your customer has bought Iron Maiden
T-Shirts it's no good trying to flog them a
biography of Tammy Wynette.

Furthermore if they give you their
addresses for e-mailed order confir-
mations, and suddenly they get daily

offers to buy things only vaguely related
to what they purchased, your company's
reputation will be besmirched by the
nasty pink stain of spam. Which is not a
good thing!

Marketing

Mailing lists are one tried-and-tested
way of keeping your customers
informed. But how do you attract new
ones? If you don't have dodgy triangular
pills or secrets that increase the size of
various parts of your body to sell. then
consider these options:

No matter how strange or unusual your
product is. chances are somebody will
buy it. Just look at e-Bay. You have to
find the people most likely to buy your
product. and advertise accordingly;
again, advertising bluegrass CDs on a
Metallica Web site is likely to get you
precisely nowhere.

Banner advertising and pop-ups are
increasingly maligned. Many users
simply press Close the moment a pop-
up shaped window appears, and there is
plenty of software available that blocks
them. There are two areas where
advertising seems to be working. Firstly
text adverts, through Google in
particular. Google will only show your
advert if the user has been searching for
keywords relevant to your site.
Furthermore, Google syndicates its
adverts to several other sites.

Secondly, Dynamic HTML layers are the
new pop-up windows, and they play
your advert over the top of another Web
page. Pop-up blockers are unable to
stop them. You do have the chance of
being really creative with the animation
and the ideas, but there is a backlash
starting to build over their increasingly
perceived overuse. Think long and hard
before you do this kind of marketing, lest
you become as great an irritant as those
relentless mini-camera adverts from
about a year ago.

As with any business the key of being
successful is identifying a need and
supplying it well. The internet gives a
great opportunity for anybody to become
an entrepreneur, and with luck you can
be successful too.

Quin Parker
quin.parker@acornusercom



F o l l o w i n g  on from the last issue
we will continue our detailed look
at how applicable the ECDL is to

the RISC OS platform. As we have a
number of modules to examine we will
be moving a little faster than in the
previous issue.

We are continuing with module 2 which
gets into file management. There are
definite Windows connotations in
implying that the operating system holds
devices as part of the file hierarchy.
Perhaps it does on RISC OS but not so
as you'd notice as a user.

You also need to know how to find files
in a variety of ways, which is fine;
recognise file types, count files, and
count specific filetypes, which is a bit
harder.

Then again there's the bit on keeping file
extensions when renaming files. That's a
definite oops as far as RISC OS and Mac
OS go. There are various other
operations like locking and unlocking
files. sorting by name, type, date and so
on. renaming, copying and moving files
and folders. All standard stuff.

Then there's the importance of backups,
putting files in the waste bin and
restoring from there. Oh well.

There are lots of these things that could
be done with the addition of PD software
like Blackhole and Director, but they
aren't standard. Then there's a section
on file compression.

Unsurprisingly there's a whole section on
viruses which is translatable to RISC OS
even if we don't really have much of a
problem. Finally there's a sub-section on
printing and printer drivers which is also
applicable.

Word Processing

This module requires you to demonstrate
the ability to use a word processing
application on a computer. You need to
be able to accomplish everyday tasks
associated with creating, formatting and
finishing small sized word processing
documents ready for distribution.

You should be able to duplicate and
move text within and between
documents, and demonstrate
competence in using some of the

I-C3L, H particular
features associated with word
processing applications such as creating
standard tables, using pictures and
images within a document, and using
mail merge tools.

So you need to be able to load, save
and create documents and save as
another filetype. Not a problem.

Then there are the skills to zoom in on
the document, display or hide toolbars,
change the document or application
options

Edit, enter, delete text, move it around,
move it between documents, use the
undo/redo options (hmm, perhaps if we
use TextEase for best results here). Use
search and replace: apply text
formatting: superscript and subscript:
change case, colours; use automatic
hyphenation: apply styles to words, lines
and paragraphs. Show and hide the
hidden characters: things like paragraph
breaks, soft returns, even spaces.

Then it gets a bit hard and Word specific.
For example, no RISC OS word
processor uses the typewriter concepts
of single and double-line spacing as
simple options. But if we pass by that
there's plenty of other things that do
match up: space above and below
paragraphs. tabs, indenting of various
types. Creating bullet lists and then
borders.

Change the document size and
formatting: insert and delete page
breaks. put in headers and footers, page
numbering and so on.

One problem we then get to is tables
and manipulating them. Not a problem if
we use Icon Technology's Easi- or
Tech Writer but no good if you're using
Impression or Ovation Pro. After tables
you have to do things to pictures of one
sort or another.

Finally there's mail-merging. For which
the problems are many and varied. I'm
not going to claim the syllabus is
Windows-specific here, but the options
for mail-merging on RISC OS are limited.

Then the ECDL goes off on something of
a tangent, in my opinion, and goes into
proofing and spell checking. However we
now have print previewing, a completely
unnecessary action on RISC OS because
what you see is what you get. unlike in
Word.

Spreadsheets

ECM..

This module requires you to understand
the concept of spreadsheets and to
demonstrate the ability to use a
spreadsheet application. You need to
understand and be able to accomplish
tasks associated with developing,
formatting, modifying and using a
spreadsheet of limited scope ready for
distribution.

You also need to be able to generate
and apply standard mathematical and
logical formulas using standard formulas
and functions. You also have to
demonstrate competence in creating and
formatting graphs/charts.

You have the usual open, close, new and
save as a different file type basic skills
as well as zoom in and hide/display
toolbars. RISC OS is certainly weak in
this area but the basics will work.

So: Freeze. unfreeze row and/or column
titles: change the basic
options/preferences in the application.
You then have basic skills of entering
numbers and text into cells, editing and
deleting it. Selecting a cell or a group of
cells: I don't think any RISC OS
spreadsheet allows the selection of non-
adjacent cells.

Insert and delete rows and columns,
change heights and widths; use the
undo/redo command (oops). Copy and
paste cells (single and multiple): use the
replicate function in a variety of ways.

Then there's distinction between a
spreadsheet and a worksheet, which
really doesn't apply outside of a specific
spreadsheet. although most RISC OS
spreadsheets applications can handle
multiple sheets. Just not necessarily as a
single concept.

On a more detailed level you have to be
able to understand how to handle
arithmetic values in a cell. how cell
referencing works with absolute, relative
and mixed references.

Working with standard functions such as
Sum. Max. Min and c o u n t  (count?):
and logical functions.

You have to understand how to format
the data output in the cell, plus how they
appear in terms of fonts, font sizes and
so on. 331
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Intel Celeron 2.6GHz
Processor

17" Samsung Slim LCD
Display

Pure Digital 51 Speakers
with sub woofer

Includes 3 year warranty

htel ai leron 2 . 6  Ghz
510AD SCRAM
120Gb LOMA HErd Disk Drive
Combo OVID/CD Reorte-
Floppy /  Keyboard /  Mcuse
hternal 58k v90 Modem
Windt:me X P  Home Editor
Pheorsx' Fristwars' Pecovery System.

+ v a t  (E821 Inc)

,e&
C putqr  Systems)7„,
o1446 77 59 65
w\kw.cfl-syqtemacorme

'tiI I A

1111 REDNET
M E D  Networking & Internet

REDNET Ltd, 6 Cliveden Office Village, Lancaster Road,
High Wycombe, Bucks, HP12 P a
Tel: 0800 970 5000 E-mai l :  contactusgred.net

Stop viruses
and junk e-mail
REDshield, our anti-spam and anti-virus filter
can eliminate unwanted e-mail and stop
malicious viruses attacking your network.

REDNET, a leading ISP invite you to attend a
REDshield breakfast meeting. To register your
free place visit www.red.net/acorn

-41•••••••,
REDshield

•

Ant i -v i rus
Anti-Sp a m



European Computer Driving Licence°

The Largest IT Skills
Qualification

Tel: 01793 417530
e-mail: ecdleng@hq.13cs.org.uk

mIG/AD/682/0903

European Computer Dris4p Licence

\ \ I & L r a i r tWAN : VA l a t k N I V t xNia%fap\VR,Nak

Mr John S r n i *  V
has passed all lasts required for E .
UKO 000 200 000 I s s . w i t 2 V 1 1 1 0 1

A

OBCS

Are your employees a part of IT?

L O G B O O K  •  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  •  L I C E N C E

BCS'
www.ecdl.co.uk/au



ECL:)L_

Charts are another issue: Most of the
RISC OS spreadsheets will do charts in a
variety of formats. You have to be able to
create those graphs and change how
they appear in terms of colour.

Finally it moves in a very similar way into
printing, previewing, most of which is
applicable, some of which isn't.

Databases

In this module you need to understand
some of the main concepts of databases
and demonstrate the ability to use a
database on a computer. You have to be
able to create and modify tables,
queries, forms and reports, and prepare
outputs ready for distribution.

You should be able to relate tables and
to retrieve and manipulate information
from a database by using query and sort
tools available in the package.

As usual we start with the theory, you
have to understand how a database is
organised. I have a personal problem
with "tables" as a fundamental concept
in databases, as i ts just a way of
representing them rather than being a
fundamental principle. But that's me.

You have to understand about fields,
field types and, apparently, field
properties. Understand about keys.
indexes and the 'purpose of relating
tables' in a database plus understand
the importance of setting rules to ensure
relationships between tables are valid.
The ECDL does use the relational
database as its model which again I find
surprising as it is not an easy concept.
There is no reference to flat files at all.
So you have to be able to create tables,
add and delete records from a table:
alter, add and delete data in a record.
Use the undo command, this is a bit of a
giveaway: If Access doesn't have "redo"
you obviously can't have it as part of the
ECDL.

Delete, save or close a table. Define
keys, index on a field (without
duplicates). Change a field format: and
understand what it means to change
field attributes.

Then there's adding validation rules for
a field and other table-related operations
which you might be able to use in
Datapower 2.
As were looking at relational databases
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you have to be able create one-to-one
and one-to-many relation ships between
tables, also remove a relationship.

Other areas on databases that are
covered in detail are forms, filtering,
queries, sorting and finally, reports and
printing.

Presentation

In this module you are required to
demonstrate competence in using
presentation tools on a computer. You
should be able to accomplish tasks such
as creating. formatting, modifying and
preparing presentations using different
slide layouts for display and printed
distribution.

You need to be able to duplicate and
move text, pictures, images and charts
within the presentation and between
presentations. You must shall
demonstrate the ability to accomplish
common operations with images. charts
and drawn objects and to use various
slide show effects.

The main difficulty here is that while
there are (currently) two main presen-
tation packages NoticeBoard Pro and
OHP2. NBPro, for one, uses a radically
different method of creating presen-
tations than any Windows package.

Anyway you need to know the basics of
creation and saving of a presentation.
Plus saving it as a different file format.
Which is an interesting idea. In NBPro all
the files are already in a different form
(draw or Artworks files), in OHP2 they
can be saved as JPEGs.

Someone's been using their copy/paste
facility because apparently you have to
be able to zoom in and hide/display
toolbars as well. Change default
application preferences.

As individual slides go you need to be
able to create, edit and delete slides but
you have to be able to apply a certain
format (clearly written for a Microsoft
application).

You need to be able to change layout,
colours. Use templates (hmm). Much of
the individual operations are inapplicable
in one sense, but all of them can be
done in one way or another with each
application.
There is a sub-section on graphs and

editing those. and another section on
editing organisation charts. The only
possible reason that that would be there
is because there is a Microsoft
application that does that job.

What's missing? There's nothing on
image editing applications and nothing
on vector graphics applications.

Image editing is something a lot of
people do, especially with all the
cameras that get given away with
computers. And why not vector graphics
(but an organisation editor?) simple
because Microsoft don't sell one.
Ridiculous.

Information and Communication

This final module is divided into
Information, which is about some of the
concepts and terms associated with
using the Internet, and to appreciate
some of the security considerations. Also
manage common Web search tasks
using a Web browsing application and
available search engine tools.

In the second section, Communication,
you need to understand some of the
concepts of electronic mail (e-mail),
together with having an appreciation of
some of the security considerations
associated with using e-mail. And
demonstrate the ability to use e-mail
software to send and receive messages,
and to attach files to mail messages.

So you need to understand the
difference between the Internet and the
World Wide Web (WWW); what terms like
HTTR URL. hyperlink, ISP and FTP
mean. Understand the make-up and
structure of a Web address and what a
Web Browser is and what it is used for.

Know what a Search Engine is and what
it is used for plus understand cookie and
cache. Have an idea about what a
protected Web site is, (use of username
and password); Know what a digital
certificate is; what encryption is and why
it is used.

Security in terms of the danger of
infecting the computer with a virus from
a downloaded file and of being subject
to fraud when using a credit card on the
Internet. What is a firewall?

Then there's a whole section on basic
Web browser operation including the old



favourite hide/displaying toolbars. Using
the history features, navigating between
web pages, using a web form and
bookmarking a page. As well as
managing your bookmarks.

Using a search engine, how to get better
results after an initial search, saving a
page downloading different types of file
from the web on to a page. Then the
usual selection of
printing a web page.

For e-mail you have
to understand the
make-up of an e-mail
address: the
advantages of e-mail
in terms of speed,
cost and flexibility.
And you're supposed
to understand
Netiquette! That alone
makes this
worthwhile.

For security:
understand you might
get unsolicited e-mail
(but no hint of why
you might). How you
can infect your
computer by opening
a mail message you
don't recognise or an
attachment on one.
You need to know
what a digital
signature is.

The next part deals
with handling your e-
mails from opening
and reading them to
being able to put
them into other
folders, using rules.
Adding and deleting
mails and so on.

Plus that favourite:
hiding and displaying
toolbars.

I am not going to go
into anymore detail
on the e-mail, suffice
to say that pretty
much everything here
is easily performed by
RISC OS e-mail
readers, in fact they
do an awful lot more
than Microsoft ones.
What's been omitted

e.al21090

is newsgroups.

All in all the ECDL is a very good thing. it
certainly should make PC users aware of
what they are supposed to be doing. The
fact is that most of it is applicable to
RISC OS as well.

There has been a strong attempt to
remove the Microsoft-centricity out of it,
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Compatible Cartr idges
Epson Examples: 6  Pack Each

REcyclEd Cartridges
HP ExamplEs, E a c h

5020187 black E 8 2 5 E138 51625 c o l o u r £11.75
5020189 black £8.25 £1.38 51626 b l a c k £9.00
5020191 colour £13.25 £2.21 51629 b l a c k E9.25
T013 black £8.25 E1.313 51633 b l a c k E9.25
T014 colour £13.25 £2.21 51641** c o l o u r E12.95
TO19 black E8.25 E1.38 51645 b l a c k E8.75
T020 colour E13.25 E2.21 51649 c o l o u r E13.75
1026 black E17.45 E2.91 C1816 p h o t o E15.94
1027 photo E22.45 £3.75 C1823** colour E13.92
TO28 black E17.45 E2.91 C4844 b l a c k E14.95
TO29 colour E22.45 E3.75 C6578** colour E15.92
TO36 black E17.45 E2.91 C6614** b l a c k E9,49
1037 colour £22.45 £3.75 C6615** b l a c k E10,50
N N W black 2 E 1 7 4 5 E2.91 C6625** colour E14,92
1041 _AlourIPE22.45 E3.75 C6656 b l a c k £17.63
TO321 black E24.75 E4.13 C6657 c o l o u r f18.80
TO322 cyan E24.75 E4.13 C6658 p h o t o £19.98
TO323 mag. E24.75 E4.13
TO324 yellow E24.75 E4.13 Lexmark Examples: Each
10422 cyan E24.75 E4.13 I0N0016 black E17.63
TO423 mag. E24.75 £4.13 I0N0026 colour E18,80
TO424 yellOW E24.75 £4.13 12A1970 black E12.75

I2A1975 black E14.50
Canon Examples: 6 Pack Each I2A1980 colour E14.25
BC121Bk black £8.50 E1.42 I2A1985 colour E15•25
BC121C colour £10.00 £1.67 I2A1990 photo E16,50
BC124Bk black E12.00 E2.00 13619HC colour E14.25
BC124C colour E17.00 E2.84 13400HC black E12.75
BC13Bk black E13.25 E2.30 15M0120 colour E15,25
BC13C cyan E13.25 E2.30 15M0125 colour E16.70
BC13M mag. E13.25 E2.30 1760050 black £12.75
BC13Y yEIIOW E13.25 1760060 colour E14.25

On-line

E1.38

• • d•
when •

•

you see • 2 4 1  ••
this sign •

Black E1.38
Colour E221

Chipped
Black £2.91
Colour E3.7575

*  FREE DELIVERY
SAME DAY DISPATCH
NO MINIMUM ORDER
1X's LOWEST PRICES!
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE,

, I  NKCYCLIrCioINKJET PRICES TO SHOUT 0  l

100% GUARANTEED t100% FULL OF INK

100% RECYCLED BY US  ) i l o

fill®
Denotes Maxtill® production
method. Cartridges contain
up to 300% more ink!
See website for details.

Now Available
Latest additions
to our recycled
cartridge range

Lexmark
ION0016
ION0026
HP
C6656
C6657
C6658

Simple Pricing
Epson Compatibles
Non-Chipped

C70 0 3 0  Range
Black E 1 1 . 1 3
Colour E L I A

Price each when
bought in packs of 6

M E M
The floppy is
dead long live

usbee

Replaces up to 352 floppies
No powe- suoolg needed
Plugs straight in to gour USB port
PC or Mac compatible
Stores MP1 MOVItS. photos
Handles ANY data file
Smaller than a cigarette lighter!

• 512Mb vs-l-soco

32Mb E 1 5  95
64Mb E 1 9  95
I28Mb £ 2 8 . 9 5

256Mb L 4 8  95
5I2Mb L 8 8  95

All our prices
include VAT

T036 black

for E p s o n pC42

AS LOW AS._E2.91

T0321 black
for Epson
C82 < 1 0 . -

!I •
AS LOW AS._£4.13

WWW.  I N KCYC LE •Ca K

r06678"  46ml

"Our refilled cartridge had a 45ml capacity and was supplied by Inkcycle. The extra
capacity made us expect a much bigger yield and we were not surprised by the
2052 pages it managed. The larger refill cartridge achieved over 1,300 extra printed
pages but cost E10 less than the smaller HP cartridge The text quality was very
similar and we found it hard to tell the original and the third party prints apart,'

, Computer Active, Issue 121

Shopping Cart
Shopping Cart Ready

Most Popular
01 Remanutactured

C6578A (No 7 8 )
Colour (45m1)

02 Remanufactured
C6615D (No 15)

Black (42m1)

03 Remanufactured
51645A (No 4 5 )

Black (42m1)

Special Offers
WIN 6 DIGITAL

CAMERAS

We're giving away
6 arvi PUS

digital cameras
WORTH OVER

£1000
to celebrate thE

launch of our new
website.

Enter

Price Promise
Visit our website
for details of our
"Double-for-your-

Trouble'
lowest price guarantee
M M I r

Now only
, El5s92

• •
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Delivery is freE
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We only stock brand new cartridges - not recycled or refilled cartridges.
All our ink cartridges are guaranteed to perform to the same standard as
original Epson cartridges - and have a 1000/0 money back guarantee!

Stylus C2Oux
Stylus ClOsx
Stylus C4Oux
Stylus C4Oplus
Stylus Color 400
Stylus Color 440
Stylus Color 460
Stylus Color 480
Stylus Color 580
Stylus Color 600
Stylus Color 640
Stylus Color 660
Stylus Photo 700
Stylus Color 740
Stylus Photo 750
Stylus Color 760
Stylus Color 880

E1.99
Black Each

E4.99
Black 3 Pack

E2.99
Colour Each

E7.99
Colour 3 Pack

Stylus C42ux
Stylus C42plus
Stylus C44ux
Stylus C44plus
Stylus C60
Stylus C62
Stylus Color 680
Stylus Photo 790
Stylus Photo 810
Stylus Photo 830
Stylus Photo 870
Stylus Photo 890
Stylus Photo 895
Stylus Photo 900
Stylus Photo 915
Stylus Photo 925
Stylus Photo 935

E3.99
Black Each

E9.99
Black 3 Pack

E4.99
Colour Each

E12.99
Colour 3 Pack

I n k j e  E P S O N  Stylus Photo 830u E87.99EPSON Stylus C42ux E45.99
11 7  - ? r ,  E P S O N  Stylus C62 E67.99

Freephone: 0800 161 36 38 •  •
Online: www.Britinkicoeuk 4 : 4

- - Pnces Include VAT -  Fast Delivery - No  Minimum Order - - P&P 99p Per Order - -
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•Available at no cost, Greater Mancheter,
A3000 monitor, dot matrix printer and
steel stand. Call Peter on 01706 646769
after 6pm.

•RISC Palmtop, 8mb Machine hardly
used with manual. 139 + P&P Telephone
020 8318 5155 (Ask for Frank)

•RISC600. Original Box. All manuals.
Easiwriter Professional. Draw Extra
Turbo, Lemmings and some Clipart
installed. Plus loads of fonts. reasonable
offers. 07786 802256

*Acorn items for sale:
[1] Single slice Risc PC. ARM610: 6MB
RAM: 1MB VRAM: 420MB HD: Cumana
CD-ROM: RISC OS 3.50, Original
mouse, keyboard, manuals and boxes.

(2) Two slice Risc PC. StrongARM SA-
110; 64MB RAM: 2MB VRAM: 2GB HD;
24-speed CD-ROM: RISC OS 3.70.
Original Mouse. keyboard, manuals and
boxes.

(3) Psion Series 3c PDA. 2MB RAM:
Mains adaptor: Leather Case: PsiRisc
Acorn link software. Al l  original boxes
and manuals.

(4) Cumana SCSI2 Podule.

Acorn „ser Free Acs S e t e

40

Why not take advantage of our tree reader ad service? Fill in your
details on this coupon (24 words maximum, one word per box
below) and send it to Free Ads. Acorn User. 28a Middle Hillgate.
Stockport SKI 3AY or by e-mail to: aufreeadsTacornuser.com.
Only one ad per reader please. private sales or wanted only.

Although we try to publish every ad we receive, we can make
no guarantees; publication is entirely dependent on space and
time constraints.

Please fill in your name and telephone number below -  these
will not be published but enable us to contact you in case of any
queries. Make sure you include your own town/county in your ad
to help potential buyers with their purchasing decision.

Free Advorts

(5) CJE 5x86 PC second processor card
for RiscPC, 133MHz, 512k cache.
Comes with PCPro software.

(6) Computer Concepts Laserlarect4
laser printer plus podule. A l l  software
and original manuals.

(7) Epson GT9000 A4 flatbed SCSI
scanner. Original boxes and manuals.

(8) Software (all boxed with manuals and
bits): Artworks: Eureka v3: Ovation Pro:
Impression 2; Fireworkz Pro: Mr Clippy;
ImageFS 2; SparkFS; Keystroke:
PCSound Professional: Win95FS; WMF
IT Clip IT: ImageMaster: ANT Internet
Suite 2; Compression: ArcFax: Virtualise;
Font Directory 2: Touch Type: PublishArt:
PublishArt 2. Any reasonable offers for
all items (or combination of items) above.
P&P charged at cost or available to
collect.
Contact Jon Ay!win 029 2041 0678 or
jon@aylwin.org.uk

• Two Master 128s. 3 disc drives, 1 Cub
Monitor, 2 mice. software, 150 buyer
collects. East Kent Coast. Phone 01303
87364,

Your name: Y o u r  phone number

• Eagle M2 multimedia card: replay video
production. HO video stills, digital stereo
sound sampler, full MIDI IN/OUT/THRU
facilities, RISCPC compatible. Offers
around 1160. Multimedia software;
Midiworks. Prosound. Cineworks
(includes AppleFS) and Genesis
Professional 135 each plus postage or
1120 for all three. Eagle M2 plus all four
packages 1250 plus postage. Enquires
or offers 0151 547 3993 or email
aokal@tiscall.cauk

• A two foot stack of Acorn User
magazines for sale, complete with cover
discs, from Sept 1994 to end 2001. Also
other Acorn magazines and discs. Best
offer secures this 12kg pile. Tel.
Coventry. 02476 319519

• Wanted: All Acorn A3000s, A3010s,
A3020s. A4000s, A5000s, A4s, Risc PC
600 & 700s, StrongARM Risc PC's.
Kinetic Risc PCs. Anything considered.
Can travel. 07930 507815 or 07775
776217.

• Acorn A5000 including monitor etc
plus additional software including
Advance suite. Any sensible offer
considered. Contact Robert on 0191
5191231 or at
robertvardill@beeb.net

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1
1
1

1
1
1
1
1
1



T e x t  messaging has been slower to
catch on in the US than in the
UK. but we all knew they'd catch

up finally. So much so that some Bay
State school administrators are calling it
a high-tech headache. a 21st century
form of passing notes in class which will
lead to cheating during exams.

Many schools banned cellphones a
decade ago. when they started catching
on with kids. But in the wake of the
September 11 terrorist attacks, with
jittery and busy parents wanting to stay
in touch with their children, many
schools eased rules and allowed
cellphones as long as they were not
used during school hours.

Keeping tabs on the kids

Every child in England is going to be
given a unique identifying number
attached to an electronic file of personal
information about their lives, under plans
announced to avoid a repetition of the
murder of Victoria Climbie.

The eight-year-old from the Ivory Coast
died in London in 2000 after months of
torture and malnutrition. The proposal
came as part of a wide-ranging package
of reforms. including plans to appoint an
independent children's commissioner to
champion their rights.

To tighten the child protection net, a
sophisticated tracking system to keep
tabs on England's 11 million children has
been proposed. In 150 local authorities,
where education and children's social
services are to be merged into new
children's departments. there will be a
"local information hub" recording details
of all the children living in the area.

Government will consult on whether
information could be included in files
without consent of the child or carers
and whether it could include "warning
signs" within the family such as impris-
onment, domestic violence, or mental
health problems. The Green Paper
proposes early legislation to remove
legal and technical barriers to
information sharing, allowing children to
be tracked around the country when
families move.

The civil liberties campaign group Liberty
warned that such a national database

Passhg notes
could put people falsely accused of child
abuse at risk of threats and blackmail if
the information was not secure.

Safe and sound

Safety has always been an important
issue for schools, but today it seems
even more so. Although technology is
not the cure to all ills, it can work with
other systems to enhance access
security and improve communication.
However, the most significant advances
in school security technology are in the
field of biometrics. the process of
positive identification through the
scanning of unique body characteristics
such as fingerprints. eyes, facial features
or voice patterns.

The School District of Philadelphia has
already begun to use finger scanning to
track the work hours of some of its
employees. In addition a small number of
American educational institutions have
begun using biometric identification
systems for student cafeteria purchases.

Another increasingly common application
is the use of low-end biometric identifi-
cation systems to authenticate users on
educational networks in place of the
traditional use of passwords. This
involves using relatively inexpensive
peripheral fingerprint readers that
connect to existing computers. or finding
one of the few manufacturers that have
started integrating such readers into their
products. In the UK, school libraries also
use this system.

Still, the greatest potential for biometrics
in enhancing the school environment is
in providing access control, positive
identification and a record of those
entering and leaving school buildings.
Biometric technology has matured
considerably in the last five years, with
accuracy rates going up and costs
coming down. Iris-recognition systems
may have the highest reliability rate -
with some manufacturers claiming
accuracy in excess of 99 per cent.

Build me a Windowful school

Extending its reach in education.
Microsoft have announced that it will
help design a new $46-million public

Education News

high school in Philadelphia with
embedded computer technology
everywhere from classrooms and
administrative offices to the desk of the
football coach. (Insert own joke or
wisecrack - Ed)

The school is still in the earliest stages of
planning and won't open until 2006, but
administrators said they envision a
paperless building (and we've heard that
one before) where students study in
online textbooks, teachers quiz their
classes on laptops and automated
systems order cafeteria supplies as they
are depleted. Details of how the district's
partnership with Microsoft will work are
still being negotiated, but a few ground
rules already in place will limit the
company's involvement.

Philadelphia won't be required to buy
Microsoft products: technology will be
selected through an open bidding
process. The software giant won't be
involved in teaching classes or managing
the school once it opens. The company
also isn't planning any major donations
of equipment or cash, officials said. The
school district will pick up the entire $46-
million cost of the school.

Instead of free hardware and software,
Microsoft's main contribution to the
project will be expertise. said the
company's executive director of learning
technologies. Wanda Miles.

The company plans to hire a project
manager who will lead a committee in
developing curriculum, implementing
administrative systems, designing
teacher training programs and advising
school officials on how technology can
best help students learn.

So what's in it for Microsoft? It has been
working hard to deepen its share of the
market for educational tools, an area
where it has long lagged behind rivals
like Apple in the US and such a project
gives Microsoft a chance to promote its
systems, build brand loyalty among
young students, and use the school as a
laboratory for future development of
educational products.

Pam Turnbull
education@acornusercom
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The toughnote senes 4 which
comes with a P4 1.2GHz vocessor
will be available this month

Toughnote 3
The Toughnote Series is one of the most
adaptable rugged notebooks available today.
The units can not only withstand rain, dust.
shock and high and low temperatures but the
units are also built specially for the individual
customer to maximise the upgrade possibilities:

Improved P III 850. 900 or NEW 1 GHz
processors and 8MB ATI graphics

• A  choice of screens Inc
touchscreen, 13"IFT and
highbrightness.

• 128MB RAM now
standard - maximum

512MB
• USB port

• Enhanced docking solution
• DVD and CD-RW options

Recon
- Ruggedised Waterproof Handheld PDA

• W i n d o w s  CENET OS
• I n t e l  XScale 200 or 400 MHz

processors
• 6 4  MB high-speed SDRAM
• 6 4  or 128 MB non-volatile Flash

storage
• S u n l i g h t  readable 240 x 320 (? VGA)

TFT display
• Rugged i sed  waterproof design
• 1 5  hours continuous operation from

one charge

Visit
www.terralogic.cauk

For more Ruggerisation
TerraLogic Ltd. Ocean House, 20 Harrowby Street, Cardiff Bay, CPO 5GA. UNITED KINGDOM
Tel: +44 (0)8707 415533 Fax: +44 (0)8707 415534



Education Feature

F a l l o w i n g  on from the overview of
webcams last month, Pam
Turnbull looks at sites with a

particularly scientific bent.

Most 'scientific sites when it comes to
web cams are animal-related although
there are a significant number looking at
the planet. this one, or out into space to
find out more about others. The quality
of images has really improved over the
years as has the potential for interac-
tivity.

Science North

www.sciencenorth.on.cailearn/webcarns

This very attractive Canadian site hosts
several webcams. but the Butterfly
Gallery is particularly useful in the
classroom. Well designed it is more
intuitive to use that some of the other
webcams Out there. It also allows good
control over the different cameras you
have access to.

So. in addition to having a general
overview of people pottering around the
enclosure of suitable trees and ferns, you
can opt to toggle the zoom from wide to
tele or tweak the focus or even change
the ins settings.

There are seven cameras in total to
explore, the eclosion cabinet, emerging
butterflies, current temperature and
humidity. two feeding stations and a final
camera for flowering plants.

Tim Mousseau's Lab Cam

http:licricket.biol.sceduimousseau-lab-
cam.html

Very high quality image of just what it
says on the tin, a lab. A live video feed
from Tim Mousseau's lab in the
Department of Biological Sciences, room
CLS 706. University of South Carolina, in
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I can see you
Columbia. Look out for Ken. Wade,
Jackie. Herrick, Sarah. Ronnie, Jamellah,
or any of the large number of visitors
that drop by to see them. Do they look
like scientists? Are they stereotypical? A
good discussion catalyst.

The Panama Canal

www.pancanal.comiengiphotoicamera-
java•html

Technically this is an engineering site
rather that a scientific one, but it's so
good I just couldn't give it a miss. As
well as information about the legal
foundations of the canal, general
information and history. there is a
weather radar. photo gallery and data on
its commercial services. But the live
camera focuses on images from the
Miraflores and Gatun Locks.

Images refresh automatically every ten
seconds. The best bit must be that if you
want you can request a change in the
Miraflores Locks camera's angle, by
sending an email to aep-osu@pancanal.com
they say they'll do there best to
accommodate all requests.

There is also a slideshow of the last 20
images and of anything interesting such
as the USS New Jersey which traveled
through the Miraflores Locks in 1999.
There are also cameras located near the
construction of the second bridge over
the Canal, complete with a commentary
in Spanish.

PmdaCarn

www3andiegozoaorgipandasipandacamlindex.
html

A great opportunity to watch Hua Mei
and her mother, Bai Yun at the San
Diego Zoo home to the SBS Giant Panda
Research Station. Now pandas are not
the most lively or quick moving animals,
so the site has a time-lapse video option
which lets you see the pandas go though
their daily routines in a few minutes
rather than hours in real-time.

The site holds days of these videos for
you to view and compare. In addition,
you can freeze any moment and send
the image as an e-postcard. Sign up for
free and the zoo will also send you
panda updates. The site also provides

details of Bai Yun's pregnancy and
information on pandas.

Leafeutter Ants

http://antcammhm.acukiindex.html

Housed at the Natural History Museum
in London, I was especially interested in
viewing this one as I'd visited their
Creepy Crawly exhibition in the Summer.
This is a pretty site but it takes a
longtime to download if you've not got
broadband access. The leafcutter ant
colony is brought to you courtesy of an
infrared camera allowing you to choose
from live video or static images (updated
every 10 seconds).

To keep you on your toes. ant facts are
constantly updated along the bottom of
the screen. However, the live video is
limited to 10 users and will require
broadband access. the Inetcam control
panel to at the bottom of the video
screen allows you to vary the video
quality. There are also links to related
sites. The ants are great, but the site
makes too many assumptions about its
users.

Cloud Forest Alive

www.quetzalcam.orgitourihcami

The forest is alive with hummingbirds
and as you open the site you are shown
what's happening now, 30 minutes ago
and an hour ago as well as the option of
seeing the last 15 pictures to be taken or
the whole archive, here you'll find images
of the breeding season and the nestbox
cams. The latter can make quite
emotional watching with natural
predators and over eager hatchlings.

Colibries is the Spanish name for
Hummingbirds and the web cams come
to you from Monteverde in Costa Rica so
that you can enjoy these beautiful little
birds as they come in for a quick drink in
the feeder. ColibriCam currently updates
every 30 minutes from 5:30am to 5:30pm
local time (GMT, 7:00).

They do plan to establish a faster and
more reliable Internet connection from
the cloud forest to allow more frequent
updates. The site also provides a good
range of information on the cloud forests



of Central America. The QuetzalCam is
aimed at biologists who want to observe
the nesting habits of this culturally and
ecologically important bird.

JellyCam

http://www.aquarium.orgijelliesliellycam.htm

Here you can observe the Oregon Moon
Jelly. Aurelia labiata, but do remember
that the lights are turned off at night, so
remember the time difference. This is a
very well put together site with
interactive pages on the anatomy of the
jellyfish, its lifecycle and relatives.

Boxes of information accompany the
images from the web cam and these
come with technical words hyperlinked
to glossary and explanatory pages,
which makes this a useful Literacy site
too for younger pupils. As well as
detailed and well drawn diagrams the
site is scattered with quotes from the
likes of Charles Dickens and Ezra Pound.

Sni POE,  Cam

:www.phys.unsw.eduiau/southpolediaries/webca
mlaml

Otherwise known as the Automated
Astrophysical Site-Testing Observatory
this provides live images updated every
ten minutes where a quick click will tell
you the current South Pole weather
conditions. Cold I guess! Located at the
US Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station
its just a few 100 metres from the exact
geographic South Pole.

Interestingly because the sky and snow
can be extremely bright at the South
Pole, a neutral density filter is used to
attenuate the light. This filter also helps
protect the camera, which at certain
times of day points directly at the sun.

Shark Cam

httrilwaquariuntotted.hawaii.eduicoralcamfin
dex.html

The Waikiki Aquarium in Hawaii has a
number of fishy cameras for you to
investigate but the most fascinating has
to be their Shark Cam which refreshes
every 10 seconds. Accompanied by
information on the 24 species of shark
such as the Blacktip Reef Shark there
are other predators on show too such as

the White Jack. No infra-red here so
remember the time delay and 5pm to
5am is the best time for UK access
which makes this a difficult site for pupils
to access without help.

Bee Cam

www.draperbee.comlwebcamibeetam.htm

You can access a short video clip of
bees in action or watch as the Bee Cam
updates every 15 seconds, I particularly
liked the countdown to when the next
refresh will occur. While you're waiting
there are questions (and answers) to
keep you occupied, such as Where is the
Queen? There's also advice on setting
up your own hive and Bee Cam.

Or you could also pop along to
www.hivetool.comiwebcam/index.shtml where
you can see inside a hive with black and
white images automatically updating
each 30 seconds or opt for a live
streaming video view of the LiveHive that
lasts up to 60 seconds.

Turtle Cam

www.turtle.kyivideo.htm

Updated every twenty seconds you can
see the turtles in the safety of a Cayman
Island Turtle Farm. There are four cams
to view as well as information on turtles
and related release programs. A good
site for discussing conservation and
habitat issues using the Green Sea
Turtles as a starting point.

Etna Cam

:www.vulcanoetna.itiitetna.camphp

An old-fashioned site, which basically
shows the volcano. It does display both

Education Feature

local time and GMT. but this is best seen
during the day unless anything dramatic
takes place. Information is available in
English and Italian with news, geology.
morphology, history as well as folklore of
the region.

SOHO Ca

http://sohowwwmascommasa.govidatairealtime
-images.html

Beautiful live images of the sun from the
Solar and Heliospheric Observatory
(SOHO) you can also opt for live video
too where the latest 48 hours of data are
available as MPEG and animated GIFs.

Pam Turnbull
edu©acornusercom



NOTICEBOARD
PROFESSIONAL
A powerful program for creating and running
stand-alone and user-controlled
presentations on RISC OS computers. Slide
shows or railing display presentations can
be easily created for school, home or

business use. Graphics/text/photo pages are made up using
scanned images, sprites, drawfiles, JPEGS and HTML
material, etc. Sound can be added using a wide range of
sources. Programs run on-screen automatically or user-
controlled. Large-screen digital projection is another useful
option.

Single user £ 3 2 0 0  S i t e  licence £ 9 6 . 0 0

PICTURE BOOK 2
The six Picture Book programs offer a
range of work and play activities with
setting options that can be set to mat'

the child's ability. With Picture Book 2 reading, sp.
and counting become easy and enjoyable for pre-
school and primary school children and those with
learning difficulties.

Single user £ 2 5 0 0  S i t e  licence E 7 5 . 0 0

KIDS KEYS
The handy, flexible plastic keyboard overlay with
lower case letters in the Igwertya key-board layout
use with any computer. Easy to fix and remove.

Singles C 2 5 $ 3  S c h o o l  Pack (10)  C 2 0 . "

CONTACT RGSC FOR UPGRADE DETAI

REALLY GOOD SOFTWARE COMPANY
8 Hawthorn Close, Harpenden, Herts, AL5 M N  United Kingdom Tel/Fax: 01582 761 395

E-mail: sales.rgscoglargonetco.uk
Post/packing add UK & Europe El .50 Other countries £5.00.
No VAT. Cheque with order please. Official orders welcome.
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Watch your
favourite films

anywhere!
ARCHOS, the specialist in innovative handheld and mobile devices,
introduce the worlds first Personal Video Recorder and Player.

This is the only true personal video player that can record and play back
movies with stereo MP3 audio.

You can also use it to record and store all of your music, and your digital
photographs!

The Video Recorder adaptor allows you to easily record directly from any
video source - such as a TV, DVD or Camcorder and play back either on
the high quality built-in colour display or on any TV or PC in near-DVD-
quality.

You can store up to 80 hours of video - keep all the episodes of Robot Wars
and watch them anytime, wherever you are!

And that's not all - record music from your hi-fi as well, and store up to 500
music CD's - or up to 500,000 jpeg images from your digital camera.

The Archos AV300 series - your Personal Video Player and Recorder - and
so much more!

oi del

v o l l o g l i t t i l l e1

Video
Music too

ovesei S p i
Audio( -

C M e e "
or del

www.archos.com

3 Galileo Park, Mitchell Close, West Partway. Andover Hampshire, SP10 3XQ. UKt I :  01264 366022 F: 01264 366626



Liquid Silicon
Supporting all RISC OS and Acorn users...

...around the world.
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FREEPOST EH2725
Kirkcaldy, Fife, KV2 5BR

United Kingdom
Tel: 01592 592265 Fax:01592 596102

saies@ilquid-SitiCOn COM
WWW

78 Br ighton Road
Worthing

West Sussex
BN11 2EN

Tel: 01903 523222
Fax: 01903 523679

The Fount, Dtmemsto-

*Games

Upgrades

E
SCRO

*Hardware
*Software
*Repairs
*  Upgrades

Open Mon -  Sat.
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Refurbished
Hardware

sa lesgc iemicros .co.uk  h t t p : P w w w. c t e m i c r o s . c o . u k .

Not 'Ad
mice • connectors • leads • keyboards • advice

1

Stuart Tyrrell Developments
PO Box 1839 OLDHAM OL2 8FB
Tel: 0845 458 8803 0 1 7 0 6  848 600
Fax: 0870 164 1604 (national rate)
Email: In togstdeve l .demon.co.uk
http: www.stdevel.demon.co.uk

Ward law Surveys
Author ised Acorn  Dealer :

for all your  needs f rom supply,
service, repai r  and full after-sales_

W a r d l a w  H o u s e ,  K i r k h i l l ,
I n v e r n e s s  I V 5  7 N B
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1 t  is a self-evident truth that the
average human being likes to get
something of value at no cost.

This. I would suggest, is the lure of the
Internet. But the real mystery of the Web
is why so many people are willing to put
in enormous efforts to place information,
attractively packaged, onto the Net for
no financial gain.

It really is a wonderland and RISC OS is
in there. So. I'll be the white rabbit, and
you can be Alice. You need to mutter
things like. "How curious", as you follow
me down my favourite rabbit hole:
www.drobe.co.uk

You have landed at Drobe. which claims
to be "The Best RISC OS Internet
Portal". This isn't quite right; it rather
suggests something in the nature of a

JJe
launchpad,

railway station, that one might pass
through on their way to where they really
want to go. Maybe. dressed in my virtual
reality anorak, I am a cyber train-spotter,
but I like it here. In fact. I often don't
bother to travel any further.

Drobe is a great place for RISC OS news
and gossip: the modern equivalent, but a
bit more glamourous than, a fish market.
Drobe makes excellent use of the
interactive nature of cyber-space. Not
only can you read the news. you can
post your comment about it. The
comments are seamlessly attached to
the bottom of the news item and you
simply keep scrolling down to read more
and more of them. Given a controversial
topic, the number of comments can
number thirty or more.

Inevitably, this can result in some
unprofessional, and somewhat
unpolished jottings but, what the hell.
this is the anarchy that has become a
part of the Internet's charm. True: you
need a certain sense of humour to cope

Of rabblts and RISC OS
with it, and it is not to everyone's taste,
but I don't find the editors arrogant,
overtly sarcastic, childish or irresponsible
as has been claimed in the past. Rather,
the news, be it good bad or indifferent, is
presented with intelligence, sparkle and
panache (well, that's my opinion).

New stories appear every other day and.
of course, the associated comments roll
in over the following week or two. So, as
a Web site, it has the key ingredient of
content that is constantly changing; you
keep coming back for more.

As an illustration of the editors' rather
wicked sense of humour I must mention
their April 1st news item in which a
Drobe reader claimed to have just
received his Omega and was so thrilled
that he had taken photographs of it

being lovingly lifted out of its box. The
box, strangely, had come from Greece
rather than China. Of course. one clicked
for the full story to see a giant cardboard
Greek letter Omega being unpacked
from a crate.

It was, perhaps, a little mean given the
hard time MicroDigital were having
climbing a technical Everest to turn a
dream into a reality. In my book,
however, getting people to laugh about
problems helps make the world a better
place.

New readers to Acorn User probably do
not realise that this magazine has been
hitting the WHSmith news-stands since
1982. An ambitious project is underway
at Drobe to create, with permission, an
on-line archive of the older editions. I
checked out the March 1985 file and,
sure enough, there it was 207 scanned-
in pages including the yellow paper BBC
BASIC program listings for readers to
type in.

Ah yes, those were the days.

Drobe

Having read the news, one ought to be
ready to launch into cyber-space. as the
Drobe rocket-logo suggests, but various
gifts keep catching the eye. An
impressive collection of StrongHelp
manuals, a page called Announce in
which authors post details of latest
versions of their, often free, software.

And, actually, the offer to search Acorn-
related Web sites from within Drobe is
quite tempting. I want some monitor
definition files. I type in MDF and there.
item nine, is what I want; Foggy's MDF
page.

Drobe is a well designed. and responsive
site. It's interactive news service is
outstanding; functional, easy to navigate,

and full of interesting and lively content.
Drobe could very nearly be run as a
commercial venture. I say very nearly
because when I log on as a person,
rather than just "guest", it has a dialogue
with my computer that the firewall at my
work-place really does not like.

Best of all, being non-commercial, it's
advert free.

Given that the guys who run Drobe do it
as a labour of love I urge you to support
them. Tune in, pass comment, and be a
piece of what makes RISC OS
computing the better part of the whole.

Martin Hansen
martin.hansen@acornusercom
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The
coolest

way
to

surf

The latest RISC OS
web browser.

Now with even more features

UK Ltd

Download a FREE trial version from
www.castle.org.uk'oregano/

or call 01702 462385

Oregano UK Ltd
41 Riviera Drive, Southend-on-Sea

Essex SS1 201-
email: sales@oreganouk,net
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The IYONIX pc is the latest hi-performance RISC OS
computer from Castle. This autumn we are offering -

a USB hub with every IYONIX PC bought. This
4-port hub allows extra plug-&-play USB devices to be
connected to your computer. (Further hubs make it
possible to connect over 100 devices simultaneously).
The IYONIX pc is available in 3 hi-spec versions:
100GB HD/512MB DDR RAM/CDRW
80GB HD/128MB DDR RAM/CDRW
40GB HD/128MB DDR RAM/CD

All models use an XScale processor and the ARM
instruction set running at a breath-taking 600MHz.
They have accelerated high resolution graphics of up
to 2048 x 1536 pixels in 16 million colours, a hi-quality
UDMA100 hard drive and 200MHz DDR memory. It all
makes the IYONIX the top choice RISC OS PC.

Order now! -  Special Offer ends 31st October 2003.

728 723200
www.iyonix.com

STLE

Castle Technology Ltd
Ore Trading Estate
Woodbridge Road
Framlingham
Suffolk 1;113 911

Tel: 01728 723200
Fax: 0800 783 9638
E-mail: salesq:Piyonix.com
Internet: www.iyonix.com

engineered from the inside uut

IYONIX PC SPECIFICATIONS

MEMORY/HD/CDRW SPECIFICATIONS
1!1 , A o r ;

CD/CDRW 4 5 - s p e e d  read (24-speed re-write. 48-speed write)
Floppy drive S t a n d a r d  3.5 suPPoding ADFS, DOS and Atari from 360K to 1.6MB
Memory 1 2 8 M B  or 5I2MB 64-bit 200MHz DOR RAM (model dependent)
CASE - Mic roATX mid loiter
2 x 5.25" bays ' S o f t  On switch on front

4 x PC) slots
3 x 3.5" bays (1 hidden) ' R e s e t '  recessed on front

,-••mensions(mm1 360H x 155W x 4020 (must stand Mill 65mm from wall)
PSU
Input I16-23( 5 0 - 6 0 H z
250WaIt
Onion •-

iteOTHER BOARD FEATURESs
Processor a l e  80321

-•097 16bit soundblasler compatible
Unique ID
PCI signalling
VctH R e s o l u t i o n s  of up to 2048x 1536 pixels in 16 million colours
EXTERNAL PORTS
2
10110G . 1  pair networking port•
M • •

diet
Vide,
4 x 15 t .  •; •  -  USB-to-paraliel cable also available
INTERNAL CONNECTORS

I I  - • , • 1 A 1 0 0  supporting ? drives per connector (I occupied)
32•bil EA Si , s o n  socket 12 slot backpiane required)

FFIDDDRcR°AnMneSoLl'
PCI EXPANSION
2 x •  ,
11 • nVidia 4.,• •

- LISB 1.1 • : 1 , r , a s e p l h i t s  card.
,SB.

2 L i t  •
OPERATING SYSTEM

I LASHROM

KEYBOARD

MOUSE

SOFTWARE

M e S S t - '

!iembrane LISB keyboard

Other specifications available:
call 01728 723200 or visit
www.iyonix.com


