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1979-1999

The )

Peak )

Performer)

£749...

The
exceptional
Acorn
A7000+ Peak Performer

The Acorn A7000+ Peak Performer
is a special offer system which
combines legendary build quality,
low cost of ownership and high
performance to provide the
ultimate choice for modern
computing (ICT) in Education,

Home and Business.

FREE £200 of quality software... )

( RISC OS 3.71 in ROM

( 32-bit ARM 7500 FE processor

( Floating Point Accelerator

( 32x CD-ROM drive

( G hard drive

C 14" monitor + 80W speakers

)
)
J
)
( 8MB RAM (max 136MB) >
)
)
D

( | year on-site warranty

A
Acorn @

(" order now by phone on 0990 32 90 70

All trade marks acknowledged. EAOE. All Acorn products are promoted and distributed by: CTL Ore Trading Estate Woodbridge Road Framlingham Suffolk 1P13 9LL UK
Email: acorn@ecastle-technology.co.uk  Web: hitp://www.acom.com
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Java
It's the hottest thing since the Web,
even more on how to brew your own

Speakers
Another selection of multimedia
speaker systems for your machine

Acorn Shows
The ones that have passed and the
ones to come, what can we expect?
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eregulars

News
There's hope for the Acorn market,
we reveal all plus the rest of the news

Graphics
More on Cerilica's Vantage, plus views
on layers in Spacetech’s Photodesk

Comms
Speed-testing with Javascript; Using
mailing lists and Red Nose Silliness

Public Domain
Reviews of Monopoly and Infestation
plus Phoenix rising from Java's flames

Portables
Testing out the Psion 3mx, PsiWin 2.2,
a look at the Peanut and Geofox down

Business
Why Acorn couldn’t survive in this
throw-away world of PCs and coke cans

Cover disc
Using the latest Replay technology we
present amazing film trailers

Game show
Heroes of Might and Magic Il put
under the spotlight and tested

Subscriptions page
Take advantage of our fantastic new
offers — subscribe today

Letters
The chance for you to have your say
about the goings on in the Acorn world

The Regan Files
An interview with Peter Bondar
about Acorn and the Phoenix

e hands on

*INFO
More mind-blowing stuff from the
Double Dave’s and their prolific pals

Run the Risc
Mike Cook drives the PIC scrolling
display using some very nifty software

Rambles through Acorn Wood
Mike Cook hikes through the misty
glades of more Acorn difficulties

e reviews

Rhapsody 4
We review this application with a
fine vintage, how has it progressed?

Vigil
Another venerable application that
really can help you to program faster

Typography 2100
More fonts and more font software
for you to use, how does it stand up?

. Addressit
Real business applications are few and
far between, how good is this one?

On the Brink...

Year 2000 video offer Page 14
Two Programmer’s Toolkits Page 60
Advertisers Index Page 56
Back issues Page 70
Free Ads Page 56

e education
Editorial

Get up-to-date on education news
and matters in the Acorn market

Maths Circus
Looking at the educational maths fun
to be had under 4Mation’s big top

PictureBase
Using resources covering 250 years
of UK history in words and pictures

1-2-3 CD
Nine years on Animated Numbers
are renewed and revised

Subscription Offers
Take advantage of our
fantastic offers on page 78

Next month
in Acorn User

The Revelation Demo competition

plus a CD packed with demos and

all the best games; a new series on

using Ovation Pro macros plus we
look at the new RiscBlaster

On sale 21 January 1999

January 1999 Acorn User

http:/www.acornuser.com/
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Curriculum Training Associates
Dept. AUO1, 168 Elliott St.
Tyldesley

Gtr. Manchester

See us at the Acorn South east Show

CTA

EMAIL: sales@cta.u-net.com  hitp://www.cta.u-netcom  Tel - 01942 797777 Fax - 01942 797711 M29 8DS
CTA DIRECT ARE NOW * FREE Internet connection worth £99

INTERNET SERVICE
PROVIDERS

Casio QV100 HARD DRIVES AND SUB-SYSTEMS WY PAY MORE???
Digital Camera A3000/A3010  A3020 | Adooo/ASo00/ad00] RPC 7A7000
-~ z EX. VAT Inc, VAT EX. VAT Ine. VAT EX.VAT Inc.VAT Ex. VAT Inc. VAT
85/120Mb £ 99 £116.33]  £49  £57.58] 420Mb * £76 £89.30§420M £49 £57.58
170Mb  £109 £128.08]  £59  £69.33 540Mb * £85 £99.88]512M  £59 £69.33
- { 340 Mb £129 £151.58)  £79  £92.831 700Mb * £93 £109.2801.2G  £70 £82.25
Introductory Special offers ;_:_1i S12Mb  £139 £163.33]  £89 £104.58|f 1.2Gb *£115 £135.13( 2.1G  £80  £94.00
o : PO o/ oo £19D.00 eve 810 Mb  £149 £175.08)# £124 £175.08[ 2.1Gb *£125 £146.8813.2G  £90 £105.75
i vat (£233.83) i 1 Gb £159 £186.83|# £134 £186.8313.2Gh *£135 £158.63}4.3G  £99 £l|6.3§
Acorn & PC s/w ; C.'h L:I(;‘) %198'58:# F“.M .E':IQH'SH A:06h =£145 £170.08 ("J(E '*f.]]," L:I%U"’:::
£280.U" {E329.”“) 3 (..rl) £179 12“).3.’!: #E£154 £210.33) -+ inc. internal removable HD & €D 8.—!(; £129 £151.58

ROM i/f. For partioning software

A3000 version includes CD ROM i/f which can be used only deduct £25,00 + vat (29.38) 13.6G £200 £235.00

We can offer Domain names.
registration and maintenance., web
design, virtual server, secure server,
Web server housing,Web & FTP space.

“£25.00 Voucher *
with all packs

| years unlimited access for £99inc vat
33K Modem and 1 yr. for £99 (£116.33)

Qv2/Qv100 s/w kit £96 in A3020 or A4000 For external A3000 add £20.00 +VAT : X =
56K V90 Modem + !yr £125 (£146.88) (£112.80) # inclunlml;y.‘nlinning :.nflmmf i 16.8G £270 £317.25
Desktop FAX MODEMS '
33600 Voice BABT approved £40.00  £47.00 { oy b
56k x2/ V90 3Com USR £118.30 £129.00 ] o C—l)—m SCSI HARD DRIVES
56k Flex /V90 (Rockwell)  £€38.72 £69.00 ; IDE SCSI T L A e,
ISDN modem (external) £169.36 £169.00 - 1 A e _ ) L. J4 imited Stock) £60.00 1.
High speed serial cards from £78.30  £92.00 - igx ii:gg (izz;? .:(2\ {{-_1.73.888 zii?é;; 1.0Gb £70.00 (£82.25)
32x £45.00 (£52. o £40. 47, ; : 195 . "
Internet & Modem Software o4 £30.00 (£45 8?; 12x £34.00 (£39.95) 2Gb (7200rpm) £125.00 (£146.88)
: s g 24x 439,00 (£4..83 ek : A 4.3Gb (5400 or 7200rpm £150.00  (£176.25)
Ant Internet Browser £94.05 E1L51 ACORN 8 £30.00 (£35.25) 8« £30.00 (£35.25) . ¢ ?
ArcFAX Fax software £26.38 £31.00 TRACKBALL L2 ot I v o e g 4.3Gb (10,000rpm) £229.00 (£269.08)
WebsterXL Browser £21.28 25.00 F‘j" I-,krl l:'l{.\',.\‘l__lDE or SC SI.I ;ul_d %h(l.l:t(] + \.ﬂ_-\l 9.1Gh( 72()(“."“” £255.00 (£299.63)
- e e & MOUSE (3.5 IDE driver £15 + vat) IDE int. fitting kit £5 inc. 6 260750 £510.00 (£599.25)
& . For external SCSI 1 add £55.00 + Vat. .OLDb 7.200rpm i 39, 2D
233Mhz RISCPC Oﬁ‘ers £20.79 + VAT Internal SCSI fitting Kits from £10 + vat

e.g. RPC SA2M+32Mb/2.1G/32x CD
& 17" monitor for only £1125 + VAT CD-ROM WRITERS . IDE Removable Drives SCSI Removable Drives
BT - Prices Start - Zip I00IDE  £65.00 £76.38 PD6S0/CD  £139.00 £163.33
ZipSCSlext  £95.00 £111.63 Nomai 750  £165.00 £193.88
Zip SCSlint £85.00 £99.88 Jaz 1Gim  £189.00 £222.08

RPC SA base models from £854 inc VAT
AND we will match or beat your best offer

3 . £ A IDE drives require suitable drivers! hardware - Jao [ G ext £199.00 £233.83
s o System OlIers (N SRS Sk Parallel Removable Drives Syjet 15G in £199.00 £233.83
3\ 2007 22X 2 Mor

: 2x6x Writer (Ide) £175.00 (£205.63) tochanger ] | Zip Parallel *  £110.00 £129.25 Syjet 1.5G ext £199.00 £233.83
& Stereo Spk for only £749 ex. VAT 4x2x6x Re-Writer £199.00 (£270.25) Autoc 4 Jaz 1G Parallel*£180.00 £222.08 Jaz2Gint  £265.00 £311.38

Please ask for other combinations CD-BURN £49.00  £57.38 £8{5£'38 ;8;"“ ];\u’, "2‘,(‘; ]f;n‘uﬂc]j*tf‘} 1‘5.00 i.";?() 13 Jaz2Gext  £265.00 £311.38
= . NS 2 Al q L] Fall drives include Acorn Software
MONITORS Sale now on CD-SCRIBE2 £49.00  £57.58
Ex. VAT Inc. VAT

14" SVGA 0.28 (Byron-site)  £89.00 £104.58 Removable Drive Media Interface Adapters
14" SVGA 028 Multi-Media £110.00 £129.25 Ex. VAT Inc.VAT Ex. VAT Inc.VAT G OeTE T00  £103.40
15" SVGA 0.28 Gyron-site)  £110.00 £12025 | B1oombzip  £845 €993 | 1Gb Jazz £53,00, 265,15 [l 5107 SCS1 8 bit (A30x0 int) E.E;('Og e
15" SVGA 0.28 Multi-Media £129.00 £151.57 | | Zip 5 pack £3830 £45.00 | 1.5Gb Syquest  £58.00 £68.15 f§ f Storm SCSI L6 bit (podule) £96. E112.
17" SVGA Home Mullimedia £150.00 £176.25 | § 120mb LS120  £7.50 £8.81 Storm SCSI 32 bit (podule) £128.00  £150.40

17" SVGA 0.28 (3yr on-site) £200.00 £235.00 | B 135 Syquest £21.00 £24.68 [CDR CD-ROM  £1.28  £1.50 Powertec SCSI3 32 bit (Pod) £149.00 £175.08
17" SVGA 0.25 (3yr on-site) £300.00 £352.50 | W 230 Syquest £19.90 £23.38 | CDR 10 pack £10.00 £11.75 Simtec 8 bit (A3000/A3010) £55.00 £64.63
17" Multisyne (17" AKF50) £300.00 £352.50 | 8270 Syquest  £29.75 £34.96 |CDR 25 pack  £21.28 £25.00 SERE " 5 o, 5n
17" liyama Pro £340.00 £399.50 | B 650Mb Pan. PD £19.00 £22.33 | CDR/W CDROM £12.00 £14.10 f\lggtlt ('Ig;’.“]éﬁ’.“}‘)’m”(’“"“’c’ tisgg ;2;22
19" SVGA 0.26 (3yr on-site) £400.00 £470.00 | 8 750Mb Nomai  £38.00 £44.65 | CDR/W 10 pack £100.00£117.50 CICR Rl Sk ey

21" SVGA 0,25 (3yr on-site) £395,00 £699.13 RapIDE32 £119.00 £139.83
COLOUR SCSI SCANNERS

ima Pro (A101GT) £750.00 £891.83 Removable IDE or SCSI Housing Unit £20.00 (£23.50)
aPro(A102GT)  £820.00 £963.50

38" SVGA (Iyronssite)  £1595.00€1874.13| B P'llel A4 600dpi inc Acorn s/w £99.00 (£116.33)

Mustek A4 600 dpi inc Acorn s/w  £119.00 (£139.83)

Mustek A4 1200 dpi inc Acorn s/w  £149.00 (£175.08)

AKF18 Multisyne £115,00 £135,13

AKF53 Multisync (14") £165.00 £193.88
Epson GT5500 inc Acorn sfw £229.00 (£269.08)
Epson GT7000 inc Acorn s/w £229.00 (£269.08)

6 Drive CD-ROM StrongARM Special
SCSI Towers Offer

£259.00 inc VAT

Multisyne A300/3000 cable £8.50 £9.99 8x £299.00 exc. (with any Hard Drive/

THE BEST! PRINTER PRICES 32x £549.00 exc. Memory purchase)

( Please ring for latest prices )} Ex. VAT Inc. VAT

AKF50 Multi-syne (14') £199.00 £233.83
Imagemaster & Twain available separately

E.mnu liJC:R()W ;‘mn th‘IL col L]‘S‘J 00 tI_H(r_% FLOPPY DISKS @) 20p !! ngh Qlld]]ly S“"Itl‘.h Boxes
anon BIC 250 colour A4 £84.00  £98.70 ) ! T
Canon BJC 4300 colour# A4 £110.00  £129.25 Ex. VAT Inc. VAT Acorn 2-1 with cable £15.00 £17.63
:::"m" :::::::::: m:"mf :,: :ﬁz::;: }222:; gg ::c':“:m: ::mm ]r-““ !1::(!,)}‘]\ Lil.:.'l::? L’;;‘;S:} ERGO mouse || 2-1 Auto with cable £15.00 £17.63
anon 1§, colour” / AN RLZZ c-labe Y t " AL Al A . . o

: : ; e i e £12.00 + VAT [|4-1 with cable £19.00 £2233
Ens | DD Branded box 10 pack £2.50 £294
Epson Stylus 440 colour A4 £115.00 £135.13 p | o = 2 P T 35,00
Epson Stylus 640 Colour A4 £148,00  £173.90 DD Branded box 10x £21.28 £25.00 M 2-1 Monitor / Keyboard £29.79 £35.00
Epson Stylus 850 Colour A4 £230.00  £270.25 HD bulk Acorn or PC 10 pack  £2.00  £2.35 Cha]'ac ter Mouse ats
Epsan Stylus 1520 Colour A3 £499.00 £563.87 || HD bulk Acorn or PC 100 pack€£17.02 £20.00 = POWERED SPEAKERS
Epson Stylus photo 700 # A4 £180.00  £21150 | | 4D Branded 10 pack e3s0 e411 || Southpark Kenny — £5.99 Ex. VAT  Inc. VAT
Epson Stylus Photo EX # A3 £328.00 £385.40 20 cap Disk Box £L.6Y  £2.00 Soutt kGt £5.99 60 watts with PSU £16.98  £19.95
HP 420 Ad £75.00  £88.13 40 cap Disk Box €254 £298 outhpar artman . 240 watts with PSU- £24.68  £20.00
HP 670C Colour A4 £99.00 £116,33 100 cap Disk Box £2,98 £3.50 Dis £5.99 Subwooler system with PSU £42.00  £4935
HP 690C Colour Ad £110.00 £129.25 3.5" Floppy head cleaners £2.50  £2.94 lhney Mickey, Pooh, Donald ete. . Comms System Mic/Headphones  £8,50 £9.99
HP 890C Colour Ad £217.00 £254.98 i 10 14,25 $4.99 kod - o i = m -
HP 895CX1 Colour Ad £22500 £264.38 CD:RUMcleaner BT D X-files (fOLII lYPEb) £5:99 We can repair/upgrade your machine(s)
:;}’,'l[--‘-_"[j“-'_":"“‘- £230.00 £270.25 || Printer Ribbons, Inkjet Cartridges, || Garfield £4.99 and monitors at competitive prices

_ASERJET 6P £49400  £580.45 i ek
Phota drivers for # €58.72 £69.00 New/Recycled Laser Toner Carts Various It £4.99 Pplease as
driversoon %% FREE Acorn driver by request ** Prices availahle on request arious novelly : All Acorn's including BBCs & PCs




NETWORKING
ETHERNET INTERFACES Cables

All ethernet i/fs ete are ANT  Ex. VAT Inc. VAT || 2M  £4  £5.29
A3000 int 10base2 or T, Access+ £89.00 £104.58]] 3M  £6  £7.05

3 vr Warrdntv on ALL Acorn MEMORY iy Pay More??
' RISC PC MEMORY

" Inc. VAT Also FOR A7000  Ex. VAT Inc. VAT

4-8 MB Up. (A310,440,3000%) 4 £99 £116.33 || spmib SIMM e11.00 £12.92 [ B A4007A5000 10base2 or T Aces £89.00 £104.58| M £7 £8.23
4-8 MB Up. (A5000%) U£119 £139.83 || 16Mb SIMM £23.00  £27.03 A400/ ASO00 10base2 & T Ace+  £99.00 £11633[f 10M £11 £12.93
=rawork for A3000/5000/25mhz £25  £20.38 32Mb SIMM £48.00  £56.40 ABOEU |‘:]]'ILI.".C:2.ACCCSS+1’C.\I MAU f.")?.()() C.I 16.33 "[?I’LI::]]S()IJ"'IJJ‘;}
A3010 1-2 MB Upgrade U625 £2938 || 330 Hioh Clearance £53.00  562.25 [ J 22020 10baseT Accessviext MAU £99.00 £116.33( State f0base2
TS A MB B etide texatnle. 245 25208 || Aaxe o e e el RiscPC/AT000 10base2 or T Acc+ £89.00 £104.58[|  or [0baseT
2 ! pSTade (xet) A 3_ ; 64Mb SIMM £85.00  £99.88 RiscPC/AT000 10base2 & T Ace+ £99.00 £116.33 any size made to
A3010 1-4 MB Upgrade U £55  £64.63 1| 128Mh SIMM £170.00 £199.75 [} l Ant Access+ ROM upgrade £1000  £11.75 order
A3020/4000 2-4 MB Upgrade U £40  £47.00 | [ 10 VRAM £38.30 £45.00
A5000 2-4 MB Upgrade U gd5 £52.88 [|anip VRAM £76.00 £89.30 Premier Quality Ink Refills Network Hubs
‘ \f 0T ’ 5 - . e " -4
A3000 1-2 MB Non-Upgrade £20 £23.50 ff).5 Mb (exchange) ~ £66.00 £77.55 [0 |Single refills (1x22ml) £6.00 inc exc Vat inc Vat
A3000 2-4 upgrade (exchange) L £45 £52.88 Please ring for latest prices Twin refills  (2x22ml) £10.00 inc|| 10bT 1642(18) port  £75.00 (£88.13)
A3000 1-4 MB Upgrade U £55 £64.63 = Triple refills (3x22ml) £14.00 inc|| 100/10 Auto 16 port £249.00(£292.58)
A3000 Serial Part Upgrade 023 2703 || 33 Mhz Arm 3 upgrade [t colowr ©MY) £15.00inc||  wWe supply and f or instal al necwork
A310 4Mb Upgrade U £50  £58.75 || with FPA socket U£115.00 ine [ | Quad-Colour (CM.Y.K)£20.00 incff components please ring for your requirments
& s o = . . 125 ml £21.00 inc
; Y. [—— 95 ¥ y P ed(25Mhz c
A400/1 IMb Upgrade per meg ¥ £25  £29.38 || with FPA 10 fitted(25Mhz) £165.00 inc 250m] Rl RiocPC PC Cards
; A ) Shialess isc ards
Risc OS Carrier Board (A310) £19  £22.33 RiscC1S 3 11 Bomyunerades 500ml £50.00 ine| | yxa.66 i BDine VAT
MEMC 1A upg (short supply) §5 £52.88 : <1 CEETARE | litre £70.00 ine| | pxa. 100 08 AT
#NEWHE A540 4Mb U £97 £113.98 £25.00 exc Vat (£29.38) All sizes available in CM.Y.K 586-100 (Acorn) £290.00 ine VAT
586-133 (CJE 512) £325,00 inc VAT

MICE & KEYBOARDS

Ex. VAT [Inc. VAT

NEW DEALS

Acorn Trackball/Mouse *NEW*  £20,79  £35.00 Acor £32.50 : izl ~ _—
Acorn Original Mouse £2500  £2938 = [:' C/CH+ . B DeatPoaic SYNDICATE
Acom ERGO Mouse *NEW*  £1200  £14.10 Special Deal mc. S et . ¥ For all 8Mb machines
AT7000 Logitec Mouse £15.00 £17.62 .
i : £125 inc VAT | g ; , A
Ergo (std) RiscPC Keyboard £21.28  £25.00 e FREE Doom Sccrets book e ® b 4
Ergo curved RiscPC K/board  £29.79  £35.00 £106.38 exc ONLY from CTA SpeCld] Wlnter Offers Only £26‘00
A400/AS000 replacement k/brd L()‘)ﬁ()_ £81.08 v l-{eplucemcnt |‘1|¢lp|])’S Drives Shllggy Wwas £25.95 hiow ‘];1495 e A INC VAT
ARCSHARE A3000/400/500 £29,00+vat (£34.08) T.AN.K.S. was £25.95 £16.95 inc : g
Acorn networking for PCs A30X0/4000/5000 floppy RAMDplify was £19.95  £17.95 inc Quake
£29.95 exc Vat £35.19 inc Vat | 2llows cross formatting of HD and DD dises (| Childplay (deskiop) ~ £17.95 inc § 3300

g sat (£34, |
see network section for Cards etc. £29.00+vat (£34.08) i due now

anpricesbelow incmde var) 1L HIE BARGA BA st Items will be at Acorn Shows

Acorn Software Bin Acorn CD-ROM Software ||co Edueation s Multimedia/ Kids Titles for C_||  PC CD-ROMS Buy 2 get one free
A3010 Joystick Controller Software £15.00 || Acorn Replay CD (back in Stock) £5.00 3D Body adventure £10.00 ]| 20th Century Almanac £5.00
Acorn Pocket Book..Schedule £10.00 || DFile PDCD 1,23 0r 4 £5.00 FUN SCHOOL 5 (dreamtand) £10,00]| Busy Town, triple title £3.00
Alone in the Dark £29.00 D'File PDCD 5 £10.00 FUN SCHOOL young scientist £10.00]] Critical Path (interative game) £5.00
ArmTech Labeller £9.00 Hutchinson Encyclopedia £39.00 GLOBAL FRENCH £10.00]] Pragon Lore (2 cd game) £5.00
ArmTech Graphies Clipart Disks 1-9 (each)£10.00 || Robert Duncan Cartoon KIT £39.00 GCSE maths 97/98 curriculum £15,00]] GUS GOES TO CYBERTOWN £5.00
Birds of War £20.00 || TopicArt CD £10.00 KIDS CAD £10.00]] HYPERBACKGAMMON £5.00
Boxing Manager £8.00 || Tots TV ABC £19.00 Kids Zoo & 3D Dinasaurs £10.00 || Iron Helix £5.00
Calabash Pirates £24.00 || YITM Electricity and magnetism £15.00 MATHS BY COLOURS £10.00]] MANTIS £5.00
Clares Card shop £22.00 || YITM Elements £15.00 MS FINE ARTIST £10,00|] MARIOS EARLY YEARS £5.00
ColourSep (Colour Seperation Software) £8.00 YITM Materials £15.00 SHOW & TELL (inc. free calculator) £|5,()()i MINERVA SHARE' £5.00
Creater 2 £25.00 || YITM (all three titles) £35.00 CD Multimedia /Reference Titles for PC NIGHT OWL 18 shareware £5.00
D'File Font Pack (Academy) £10.00 More to be listed A e Quantum Gate (Interactive Game) £5.00
D'File Font Pack (Balmoral) £10.00 2D Garden Designer 2 ARy Quicken for Windows (personal Accounts) £5.00
D'File Font Pack (FreeStyle Scri £10.00 112 ey B k B g Androute Routerfinder for UK £10.00 RAILROAD TYCOON (T £5.00
D'F¥Ic an Pflck ;\:’u:] !y L il :1“'("’ prlte (or less) DOO argalns Atlas of Great Britain (Ordinance Survey)  £15.00 (” Diego Zoo . The \n( ,"—'TL EAmCH) ":'\I(Nl

e Foat Fack (Mannattan) e Dabhand Guide "Buget DTP" £3.00 | | HOME GARDNER CD £10.00]| 320 Diego Zoo, The Ani =
D'File Font Pack (Mastercard) £10.00 A a & Sypmi & SOFTKEY ENCYCLOPEDIA £5.00
D'File Font Pack (Old Towne 536) £12.00 Dabhand Gllfdc C" ver 3 i:&:‘“ ::: E:;B?(lﬁ:l:fl\llj)l 'ES:;? Travel Companion £5.00
DeskTop Thesaurus £14.00 || Pabhand Guide "C" ver 2 £3.00 .W’ ("IVF\:I \\:I.:\ {)i eg.a0]| U-S- Interactive Atlas £5.00
Diary + £9.00 Dabhand "Graphics on the ARM £7.50 MS CINEMANIA 95 £10.00 Windows 95 (Shareware CD) £5.00
gffé)?' Trilogy (£32.50 with hook) g:l:g:: Dabhand Guide "Impression” £7.50 | | \is DANGEROUS CREATURES £15.00|| WORLD ATLAS V5.0 £5.00
el 254 2y = % E
Dune? £26.00 Various Hardware bargains ::: ¥ C\R'U\H';{‘ ”rﬁ' e 333‘0’ -
FIRE and ICE £15.00 || A3000 bases from s gow e | 1 e O e ookiNG  £1000] ESCED-ROMS Buy 2 get one free
Font Pack 1 (2 Disc Set) £10.00 A3010 bases from £100  £117.50% “5 '\'IU“:'](' (‘I"[\‘“I"Rz\l i i }.'IU-“U DUNE (the game of the film) £10.00
Font Pack 2 (2 Disc Set) £10.00 A3020 bases from £125  £146.88* \rlk J.w] ;ic \'L‘hl’\lll e 5 _Eli-(J(l FH7A FLIGHT SIM/ Phantom of the Opera  £10.00
FRAK (for RPC and A7000) NEW £14.00 || A4000 bases from €150 £176.25% ‘m‘"”‘.ﬁ 66 (UK and Ireland) c12.00| FIFA SOCCER £10.00
Galactic Dan £10.00 || AS000 bases from £250  £293.75% dminsiet Qs e oo | FX FIGHTER £10.00
VISIONS OF N . £10.0
Game ON (for RPC) £15.00 RPC bases from £468 £549.90* _lbl : . I I’.\RS L o Ll KINGS QUEST VII CD £10.00
Global Effect g €25.00 || Monitors Various POA  POA €D Anglia Multimedia Reduced to clear Lord of the R ’ £10.00
Guile £10.00 Panasonic PD sesi system int £139.00 £163.33 Nelson and his Navy £15.00 | MANTIS + Civilisation £10.00
HERO QUEST £15.00 !‘fmzmmic PD scsi system ext £199.00 £233.83 Romans £15.00 | MS ('iO.I,F ) £10.00
Imagery Art Package £25.00 Pioneer SCSI 4x 6x stack ext £169.00 £198.58 Understanding the Body £15.00 | Read with Me 1& 2/ Memphis Maths £10.00
Impression Borders Dises 80 Chinese £10,00 Syquest 230 EZflyer (parallel) £85.00 £99.88 i : e ¥ 2 J | simarry £10.00
Impression Borders Discs 80 Old Engl.  £10.00 new items 12 months wty #*2nd user 90 days wty ED Genero Resouree Titles = Bx, VAT, Int:; VAT' I SIMISLE £10.00
Jahangir Khan Squash £8.00 35.000 Clip Art (WMF) £20.00 | UNDERSEA ADV/ SPEED/ SPACE £10.00
KV ( Platform Game) £8.00 Oddments 75,000 Clip Art (WMF) & images £25.00 n
My World Support Dise Ancient Egypt — £12.00 [ Mouse pads from 085 £1.00 | | COREL ARTSHOW 5 £29.00 Alternative PC Bases
My World Support Dise Ancient Greece  £13.00 11 §TAR LCH/20/100 colour ribhon £5.00 Pentium from ONLY £249.00 +
Nuclides I and Elements 11 (save £5.00) £25.00 VIDC enhancer £25.00 > v . -
Quake (due soon) £33.00 bt Alone in the dark £10.00 rimg for latest prices.
Quest for GOLD £5.00 | [ pC Utilities & Languages (on COROM__gine vayy | A1 Devoid (4 ed MEGA game) i) :
Revelation 2 £29.00 i — || bOOM Il SECRETS book £10.00 ol
SilverBall £1000 ||| incontext Web Analyser L1000 EA COMPILATION CD (10 GAMES) £10.00 8 BY MAIL or PHONE: Cheques or P.O.s should be
StartWrite (Talking £35.00 Incontext Web Spider L1000 HERETIC (shadow of the serpent riders)  £10.00 Wl made payable to 'CTA DIRECT",
¢ (Talking) et LOTUS SMARTSUITE 97 FOR WIN 95 £25.00 ITTLE BIG ADVENTURE C10.00 =

StrongGuard £25.00 i et e LITTL ADVENTURE £10.00 B CREDIT CARD / SWITCH please give name,

3 MICROGRAFIX DESIGNER £2500 | Loom £10.00 g ) A ;
Syndicate + £26.00 || ., e wa & 4 : s . - address, tel. no, card no, expiry date, issue no. if any.
Swiv (Budget Title) £0.00 MS WORKS V2.0 (Win 3.1 or 95) £10.00 | MAGIC CARPET £10.00 BY EMAIL: sales

2L g ’ o - - : " ED ¢ sales@ctau-net.
TURBO Dl‘;l\\‘ER - Epson Stylus 500 [l 21> VORKS Va0 £23.00 1 MS GOLF V2 £15.00 Srxtiet=sfompintim e W 11
Vicual Back SRR s Fonh Photo Album maker £1000 | MS HIVE £10.00 | OFFICIAL ORDERS by MAIL or FAX
U8, SBEKUp 7L Photo Calendar maker £1000 | NASCAR RACING £10.00 B Carriage charges inc. ins. & packagi
Wavelenth £12.00 TURBO CAD £13.00 st I ey Small items (under 2Kg),
World Class Leaderboard (GOLF) £1000. Wl 5~ 1 Business Tiliies = RAC Rally £12.00 Pt B Rl o )
Zool (on HD) g10.00 | |2 Business Tillles REBEL ASSAULT (Star Wars) £10,00 _)m. hox of iterns totalling upto 25kg..
COREL DRAW V4.0 CD £20.00 | SLIPSTREAM 5000 £10,00 [ Computer system
ASK FOR FULL LIST DATA CAD V5.0 £2000 | STELLAR7CD £10.00 [ All prices are con 4
Professor WINDOWS 95 (TUTOR) £10.00 | THEME Hospital £15.00 M All goods are guaranteed but not supplied on approval
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New killer app?

“It’s another Sibelius,” somebody said at
the official launch of Cerilica Vantage, the
new feature-packed vector drawing and
image enhancement package. Vantage is to
be marketed by Cerilica Ltd, a new
company born of Astute Graphics. The
package does indeed promise to be good
enough for some non-RISC OS users to
adopt the platform for this one application
when it’s finished, which should be by the
end of February 1999.

From the demos we were shown, that
Sibelius description summed it up well,
Here was a potentially world-beating
software package exclusively for the RISC
OS platform, It was like the launch of
ArtWorks all over again, except a whole lot
better. Collective excitement about Vanfage
was tempered by the fact that we were only
looking at an early beta release, but the
company clearly knows its stuff and the
product was immensely impressive.

The important news is that for those
pining for an wupdate to Computer
Concepts’ Artworks, Vantage promises to
deliver that wish plus a great deal more.
Vantage is a completely new package and
its programmer set out to do everything
Artworks could do and then substantially
improve on it. Undoubtedly, we will be
reviewing Vantage in depth in the future -
beta copies were distributed at the launch
— but here are just a few tasters from the
feature list:

@® Very comprehensive colour
modelling and support for colour
separations, including metallic

colour support.

@ Accurate print preview — not just a
preview of the image, but an accurate
model to preview how the document
will look when it is printed: an ink
simulation. The attention to detail
extends to facilities to make it easier
to avoid the problem of mis-
registration with an over-printing
mode when using separations.

@ Unique select mode - styles and
other attributes can be applied to
objects in a powerful and flexible
manner.

@ Comprehensive support of fonts,
including font weights. Text can be
entered over multiple lines in DTP
fashion.

@ All selected regions can have their
colour properties displayed and
manipulated using drag and drop.

@ When a selected object is zoomed up
to a size larger than the screen and its
box handles disappear, you can
assign handle functions to the mouse
buttons.

Acorn User January 1999
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@ There is provision for a shared
clipboard with other applications.

@ Multiple pages are supported,
including the provision of a master
page and objects can be dragged onto
a page selector though Cerilica stress
that Vantage has no pretensions of
being a full-blown DTP package.

@ Almost uniquely on any platform,
Vantage can mix spot colours with
others. There is a fully-corrected
colour shade gradation selector.
There is heavy support for multi-
channel images.

® A unique Families function is
provided to expand on the
conventional layers metaphor -
while layers force things to be on top
of each other, Families can link layers
in a hierarchical manner. Families
can be made invisible, non-printable
and even non-selectable. Objects
belonging to a family can be on
multiple pages if necessary.

@ There is also support for isometric
grids based on different polygons
apart form conventional squares and
these can have variable angles
deliberate skewing. A circular grid
option is planned as well.

@ There will be slider control for real
time sharpening and other image
processing functions are to be
implemented

@ There is talk of collaboration with
Beebug to implement a Vanfage
renderer for Ovation Pro.

Although it was easy to get punch drunk
on all the amazing features we were

shown, as of the end of November 1998,
Vantage did look a tad unfinished.
Transparency and anti-aliasing were not
yet implemented and a number of other
buttons and options during the demo
kicked in the increasingly familiar ‘Not yet
implemented’ error box. However, we were
assured that most of the missing bits and
pieces either existed already as discrete
code or were fairly straightforward to
create. We were shown unofficial Pantone
support, but this probably won't ship as
the licence to implement it commercially
is too expensive for the RISC OS market.

The target date to f{reeze the
development of the first release and ship
Vantage to customers is the end of
February 1999. The price will be £200 +
p&p + VAT. Vantage will only be available
direct from Cerilica, apart from
distributors based in countries outside the
UK. Localised versions for the Netherlands
and Germany are planned. Vantage is not
specifically aimed at schools, but schools
and other organisations wishing to
negotiate large site licences will probably
be able to arrange some sort of deal with
Cerilica.

Previous versions of Vantage have
alrcady been used for real world jobs — we
were shown a Vantage-designed layout for
a British export manufacturing exhibition
guide in Jordan for 1999, for example.
Undoubtedly, Vantage will be a milestone
in RISC OS software when it is completed
next year. At a time when many doubt the
future of the Acorn platform, news of a
development like Cerilica Vantage is a
tremendous.

Cerilica Ltd, tel: 01989 567350, email:
cerilica@astutegrfx.demon.co.uk
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Phoenix turns to RISC OS

Having all but given up any hopes of
reviving Phoebe (see Millipede story), the
Phoenix Steering Group, now minus Peter
Bondar - see the interview with him in
this issue - has returned to the
negotiating table with Acorn, this time to
investigate the possibility of acquiring the
rights to RISC OS. Acorn is not apparently
using RISC OS in its digital TV products
and is not thought to be interested
in NC products, which do currently use

RISC OS derivatives, in the long term.
Therefore, like Phoebe and other
Acorn desktop computing products,
Acorn has no long term interest in
product development. The Steering
Group sees RISC OS as an essential part of
any strategy to maintain Acorn desktop
computing and would like to form a
company which would acquire the rights
to RISC OS and then maintain and
develop the operating system on a

commercial basis.

With Millipede offering to produce new
hardware to run RISC OS, plus desperate
need for maintenance and driver support
for existing users, the importance of
keeping RISC OS up to date is obvious. We
gather that preliminary talks with Acorn
have been positive, but the sticky issue of
how much RISC OS is worth still needs to
be resolved. More news, of a good nature
hopefully, next month.

Risc PC | developments

Acorn User's sources now indicate that
Phoebe is all but dead and buried.
Snippets of information filtering through
to us suggest that not only is Tulip, the
company originally associated with the
Phoenix group rescue bid, no longer
interested in Acorn technology, but there
are, after all, some significant hitches
with regard to the hardware which would
make production on an economical scale
difficult.

The Phoenix Steering Group is now
concentrating on acquiring RISC OS from
Acorn (see other story), but another
development has come from an
unexpected quarter — Millipede Electronic
Graphics, the company best known for its
Acorn-based professional video effects
equipment,

According to Millipede, negotiations
have taken place with Acorn with regard
to the development of a brand new
motherboard to fit the existing Risc PC
case. Out would go Acorn’s in-house
developed VIDC20 and 1OMD chips to be
replaced by off the shelf alternatives. The
latest 100MHz bus and memory parts
used in PCs would be adopted for
optimum performance.

However, Millipede says that using
alternative silicon they can build a RISC
0OS system which could feature
StrongARM onboard plus two spare slots,
a display capable of up to 1920x1440
pixels in 16.7 million colours, plus
enhanced IDE hard disk support and a
built in 100MHz Ethernet interface.

The project would take about six
months to complete and Millipede would
supply boards for a next-generation Risc
PC MK1. There seems to be little interest
in implementing the board in the Phoebe
case. Millipede would also like to part-
exchange the new boards with owners of
existing Risc PCs and re-cycle the old
boards as re-furbished machines — Risc PC
Classics, perhaps.

However, Millipede was very cautious
about the realistic possibility of any deal
with Acorn allowing this particular

arrangement. In fact as we went to press
there was no immediate sign of
agreement with Acorn on Millipede’s
proposal to design and supply the new
board at all, but there was very cautious

optimism based on their preliminary
discussions. Another unknown is whether
or not Acorn will enable RISC OS to be
modified suitably for the new board. Let’s
hope we can report success in the future.

Wakefield '99 announced

With Acorn World sidelined for the time
being, the non-commercial but highly
popular Wakefield Spring Acorn Show is
effectively the main Acorn platform show
of the year. Next year's event, organised
by the Wakefield Acorn Computer (User)
Group, will be held at the Thornes Park
Athletics Stadium in Wakefield for the
third year in succession.

The show, which 1is becoming
unofficially known as the “Acorn World
North” show, will take place over the
weekend of 15th and 16th May in 1999.
As wusual, there will be a presentation
theatre as well as prize draws. Opening
times will from 10am to S5pm on the
Saturday and 10am to 4pm Sunday.

Advance ticket holders will be able to get
in 15 minutes early. Advanced tickets for
adults will cost £2.50, under 16s will be
charged £1.50. On the day, adult tickets
will be priced £3.50 and under 16s £2.50.
All children aged 5 and under are allowed
free entry.

Cheques or postal orders for advanced
tickets should be made out to “WACG
Show” and sent directly to the Wakefield
Acorn Computer (User) Group at:
Show99, 95 Cumbrian Way, Lupset Park,
Wakefield, West Yorks, WF2 8JT. Tickets
will be available from late January 1999.
The official show Web site will be at:
http://www.cybervillage.co.uk/acorn/wak
efield/show99.html

January 1999 Acorn User

http:/Awww.acornuser.com/

7



e

S

PowerPoint challenger

If there is one RISC OS application which
could potentially trounce PCs and
Windows on their home territory it has to
be presentation software. The two
Windows leaders are Microsoft PowerPoint
and Lotus Freelance and they both suffer
from the same basic problem: no anti-
aliasing as standard. Font smoothing is
now available in Windows as an optional
extra, but it is very limited in effect and
flexibility compared with what RISC OS
can offer.

Projected presentations in board
rooms across the world — and in some
of the biggest companies - suffer badly
from nasty jagged graphics and
fonts because of this. Spacetech has
seen the opportunity and taken it:
OHP is their new package for creating
screen-based presentations quickly and
easily.

Previewed at the Glasgow show earlier
this year, OHP was officially launched at
the Acorn Midlands show at the end of
November. OHP lets the user compile

presentations made up from a number of
graphics object files. Presentations can
then be shown the computer’s display as
a full-screen presentation. You could also
attach a professional video projector for
maximum effect.

OHP is intended as an electronic
Overhead Projector (hence the name), it is
not a sophisticated multimedia authoring
tool. Spacetech says the priority for it was
to be quick and wvery easy to use.
Compared to PowerPoint, which is
remarkably complex to use, OHP and
RISC OS drag-and-drop combine to make
for quick and easy presentation creation.
The read-only version, OHPShow (which is
Ireeware) can be given away with
presentations or used on any number of
computers.

Program author, Tony Still, said: “I
wrote this package in response to a need
for a good presentation package on
the Acorn. In RISC OS we have an
advantage over other systems with our
excellent graphics capability and superb

1.3GB MO from Fujitsu

MO (magneto-optical) drive technology
hasn’t been hitting the headlines much
recently. However, MO drives have long
been quite a popular form of high-
capacity rewritable removable storage for
specialist users on the Acorn platform,
like digital video movie editors, for
example. Four years ago a typical 3.5 inch
MO drive had a capacity of 128Mb and
cost around £500.

Fujitsu’s latest MO drive has a capacity
ten times larger, almost double that of a
CD-ROM. The Gigamo 3.5 inch MO drive
is claimed to be the first to feature
Magnetic-induced  Super Resolution

(MSR) encoding technology. Data transfer
rate is up to 5.9Mb/second. The new drive

will complement Fujitsu's existing 640Mb
3.5 inch MO drive and, incidentally, old
MO cartridges as far back as the old
128Mb format can be used with the new
mechanism.

It's not actually that easy to find anyone
these days who stocks MO drives as they
have become a specialist product in the
wake of ever-cheaper hard disc drives,
removable hard disc drives and the
refinement of recordable CD, however, a
1.3Gb MO drive is robust, fast and
competitive on costs. Fujitsu is releasing the
drive to OEMs as an internal SCSI device to
start with, with an external version to
follow. Fujitsu Europe, tel: 0181 573 4444,
Web: http://www.fujitsu-europe.com.

anti-aliasing of fonts. People who are used
to Microsoft’s PowerPoint on the PC are
really impressed with the display quality.”
Still added: “My main concern, however,
was to make the package quick and
easy to use. I wanted to make it possible
to produce a presentation in five
minutes. In fact, if you have pre-prepared
graphical work in Draw, Paint, Photodesk
or wherever, it is possible to create
a presentation in literally seconds!” OHP
is available on CD-ROM for £29.95
inc.VAT and UK carriage. It requires RISC
OS 3.5 or higher. Spacetech, tel: 1303
822753, fax: 01305 860483, Web:
http://www.spacetech.co.uk

School net
to Internet

ArgoNet, the Acorn-friendly Internet
service provider, has released a low
cost package for connecting a school’s
Acorn network to the Internet. The
ANT Internet Server Suite is designed
to provide easy control of individual
user access, as well as delivering web,
email and news services across an
internal school network.

Network managers can use the
available software, either to limit the
areas of the Internet to which users
have access, or alternatively, create a
local intranet which would contain
approved information and material.
The ANT Internet Server Suite
incorporates: Web Server, Web Proxy
Server, [-mail Server, News Server, FTP
and Name Servers.

The single server connects to the
Internet using either a modem or ISDN
terminal adapter, and runs on a server
computer running RISC OS 3.1 or later.
On the local network side, any
computer with suitable industry
standard Internet software, Acorns,
PCs and Apple Macs, can be catered
for. Multiple computers on a network
can be online at any time, although
the cost of being online will be for the
Proxy server computer.

A licence for the Internet Server
Suite costs £99 for up to four users.
Additional wusers can be added
in ‘blocks’ at £99 for up to five users.
The ANT Internet Server Suite
also includes a free site licence for
the appropriate number of stations.
For more information, contact
Argo Interactive Group plc, tel:
fax: 01243 815815; 01243 815805,
email: info@argonet.co.uk, Web:
http://www.argonet.co.uk

Acorn User January 1999
http://www.acornuser.com/




PowerFlash

AL ]
Great new upgrade for \-@é :

Cumana SCSI Il card owners... %w\

Yes exactly what you've been waiting for; the ability to
re-engine your Cumana SCSI Il card to powerful Ultra SCSIII.

Simply send your Cumana SCSI Il card to Alsystems (by
arrangement only) and our technicians will replace your old
SCSI Il chip with a powerful State-of-the-Art Ultra fast SCSI Il
controller IC. For your peace of mind, your SCSI card will be
thoroughly tested on site to ensure data integrity. Indeed, we
are so confident in the product that we are giving a 12 month
hardware warranty with every PowerFlash SCSI Il upgrade,
just like new!

This new powerful SCSI Il Controller IC is backwards
compatible with SCSI Il devices, so there's no need to worry.
Simply plug your new SCSI Il card into your Acorn computer,
run the installer software and your SCSI devices, such as hard
discs, scanners and CD ROM drives will work as before.

Main Features of PowerFlash:

e Multi-tasking with Risc OS.

e Read-ahead/write-after cacheing.

¢ User-selectable LFAU size setting.

e User-selectable number of sectors per track.

e Support for DOS formatting and direct addressing of
DOS drives.

* ATAPI and SCSI CD ROM drivers included (inc Toshiba,
NEC, Pioneer, Hitachi etc).

e Support for multi-changer CD ROM drives.

e Support for PhotoCD.

e Support for AudioCD sampling.

e Supports DVD drives.

e Supports CD-R and CD-RW drives.

e Supports Epson, Mustek, Microtech and Umax Scanners.

e Supports Jaz, Zip, SyQuest, Sylet, Mag-opt, Nomai
removable media drives.

e Supports ALL harddrives from ALL manufacturers.

e Support for NetBSD/ARM32.

e Support for Risc 0S 3.1, 3.11, 3.12, 3.5, 3.6, 3.61, 3.7
and 3.71.

http://www.alsystems.co.uk/power-tec/powerflash/

Please call or e-mail us for more details...

[systems

47 Winchester Road, Four Marks,
Alton, Hampshire, GU34 5HG, UK

Tel: +44 (0)1420 561111 Fax: +44 (0)1420 561100
E-Mail: sales@alsystems.co.uk WWWW: hitp:/Awww.alsystems.co.uk

All trademarks acknowledged. Without prejudice.

Plug in an IDE Zip! DAdd

Why not fit our new low cost IDE Zip drive into %é
your Risc PC. We supply a full kit including 5% N
inch adapter, cable, screws and driver software.

Our formatting software makes your IDE Zip discs totally
interchangeable with parallel port or SCSI Zip discs.

All this for only £99!

Main Features of IDE Zip:

e Multi-tasking with Risc OS.

s Allows locking of eject mechanism.

e Express Install (Easy) & Advanced Configuration Modes.

e |con bar icons may be customised.

e User-selectable LFAU size setting.

o User-selectable number of sectors per track.

e Support for DOS formatting and direct addressing of
DOS drives.

e Supports SCSIBlock cormmands.

» Supports Synchronous and Asynchronous transfers

e Carries out Power-On-Self-Test (POST) on start-up.

e ATAPI and SCSI CD ROM drivers included (inc Toshiba,
NEC, Pioneer, Hitachi etc).

e Support for multi-changer CD ROM drives.

e Support for PhotoCD.

e Support for AudioCD sampling.

e Supports CD-R and CD-RW drives.

e Supports Epson, Mustek, Microtech and Umax Scanners.

e Supports Jaz, Zip, SyQuest, Sylet, Mag-opt, Nomai
removable media drives.

e Supports ALL harddrives from ALL manufacturers.

 Support for NetBSD/ARM32.

¢ Support for Risc OS 3.1, 3.11, 3.12, 3.5, 3.6, 3.61, 3.7
and 3.71.

http://www.alsystems.co.uk/power-tec/poweratapi/

Prices

Po';verAtapi “with Internal lomega IDE/ATAPI Zip Drive: £99

PowerAtapi Writable Driver only: £35
PowerFlash Ultra SCSI IIl upgrade for Cumana SCSI II:  £49
PowerlDE  Driver: £25
Powerlaz  with JazTraveller Interface: £49
Powerlaz  Driver only: £25
PowerROM Upgrade (state make of SCSI card): £35
Power-tec  Fast SCSI Il card: £135
Power-tec  Ultra SCSI Il card: £175
Ultra SCSI 1l Upgrades:

v1.0x Standard Upgrade: £110

v2.0x Standard Upgrade: £49
PowerZip  with lomega Parallel Zip Drive: £115
PowerZip  Driver only: £25
PowerZip+ Driver only: £35

NB: All prices exclude VAT and carriage.
E&OE
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CD writers read faster

CD Writers are cool — you can backup
your hard disc on write-once 650Mb CDs
for under a pound. Who needs Zip discs
when you have a CD Writer — practically
everyone has a CD-ROM drive these days.
Or you can make your own music CD
compilations (respecting copyright laws
of course). The newer CD Writer drives
also support re-writable CDs.

So what's new? CD Writers have been
around for several vears and re-writable
versions are now fully fledged and more
affordable than ever. In fact a recent
report suggested that CD-R and CD-RW
sales are increasing at an annual rate of
200 percent and already out-strip
combined sales of removable hard
disc drives and high capacity floppy
drives, like Zip and L5120 types. However,
the big problem, until now, has been
speed.

The typical writing speed for these
drives is usually 2X or 4X and re-writing
can be slower than write once mode. If
that’s not bad enough, these drives tend
to have severely compromised reading

Reduced smear from Eizo

Smear-free viewing is now guaranteed by Eizo, the monitor

speeds, typically 6X on
the cheaper models.

This compares with

typical sub-£50 CD
ROM drives which offer
36-40X read speeds.
You can't yet get a CD
Writer with a 40X read

speed, but both
Mitsubishi and Sony

¢ MITSUBISHI i
& CHEMICAL |

have just announced
drives with respectable
read speeds of up to

5

®

24X.

Neither are
particularly  fast at
writing - the Sony

CRX100E-RP reads at #i
24X but writes and re-writes at just 2X
speed, while the Mitsubishi Verbatim
4X4X16/20, as its name indicates, writes
in both modes at 4X and has a read speed
of 16-20X. Sony says its drive is
particularly good at track to track
performance using a track recovery
algorithm which allows writing to resume

at the point of an interruption should
data transmission be interrupted during
the recording process.

Depending on internal or external
version, or choice of interface (SCSI or
IDE), these drives start at around £200
plus VAT. Mitsubishi, tel: 01784 439781,
Sony: tel: 01932 816000.

manufacturer. The company’s new 17 inch FlexScan F57

model is claimed to be sharper, more steady and around 20
percent brighter than its predecessor, the ['56. A combination
of a signal filter and DSP (digital signal processor) is used to
improve image quality and stability. The signal filter
eliminates ghosting or smearing if the display signal is of poor
quality and the DSP improves reliability through a lowered
component count and makes the unit more resistant to
external interference from devices like mobile phones.

The F57 also has a maximum refresh rate of 89Hz and
achieves 85Hz at 1280x1024 resolution. The FS tube has a
0.26mm dot pitch. Options include an attachable speaker and
microphone and USB — well, monitors do usually out-last the
computers they are connected to and, who knows, someone
might provide USB connectivity for RISC OS.

The guide price for the new 57 is £409. Fizo enquiries:
tel: 01483 719500, fax: 01483 719560, email: eizo@pds.co.uk,

Web: http://www.pds.co.uk

Acorn User January 1999

http://www.acarnuser.com/

Domain

Data Safe

A safe for your data, well, sort of. APDL (Archimedes Public
Library) continues its diversification with the
introduction of another hardware product. Data Safe, priced
£104 inc.VAT, is an external hard disc case with power supply
and parallel port interface — but no hard drive.

Quite simply, the case is empty so you can fit a hard disc of
your own choice. Brand new hard discs are very inexpensive —
from £72+VAT for a 3.2Gb model, for example. Or you might
have an old hard drive sitting on a shelf gathering dust. Installed
in the APDL Data Safe, you have an instant spare external hard
disc drive which can be plugged into any computer (with bi-
directional parallel interface — A3010, A5000 and later) which
has the Data Safe software installed on it.

For an extra £19, you can opt for the Super version of the Data

Safe, which adds the versatility of being able to fit and remove
the drive to or from either your Risc PC or A7000 or your Data
Safe unit. The advantages here are that you can have as many
removable hard disc units as you like, plus when fitted internally
Lo your Risc PC or A7000, the drive will operate more efficiently
than via the parallel port interface of the external Data Safe.

The IDE interface in all Data Safes is enabled using the same
filing system as the ICS filing system which APDL took over and
now continues to develop. This means that users of the ICS and
APDL IDE interface cards can recognise drives with ICS/APDL
created partitions and password security for partitions when
using the ‘Super’ removable option.

Even if you don’t have an ICS/APDL IDE interface and you are
using the standard Data Safe, you can still create and password
protect partitions on the drive hosted by the Data Safe unit. PC
drivers are also supplied, but at present a PC formatted drive
can't be used on an Acorn computer. APDL is working on this.
APDL can also supply what is effectively an IDE version of the
Data Safe, connecting to their IDE card instead of the slower
parallel port interface. For more information, contact APDL, tel:
0181 778 2659, fax: 0181 488 0487, email: info@apdl.co.uk, Web:
http://www.apdl.co.uk



SyQuest in trouble

SyQuest followed up the recent announce-
ment of their latest removable hard disc
product, a USB version of the 1Gb SparQ)
family in a rather resplendent translucent
pink case, with news that the company was
seeking protection from its creditors through
the US Chapter 11 legal provision for
“companies which are in financial difficulties.
SyQuest products are popular on the Acorn

platform and naturally, we hope that
SyQuest will recover and the business can
return to normal, however, should that not
happen, several third party companies are
offering servicing facilities.

If your SyQuest drive does develop a
problem, it's likely that your dealer will be
able to get it repaired, regardless of the state
of SyQuest’s financial situation.

New digital
sound sampler

Irlam Instruments has taken the audio sub-
section of its 24i16 multimedia card and created
a stand-alone high quality audio digitiser, called
simply the i16. Compatible with the A5000,
A7000 and Risc PC, the il16 card is ideal for
digital home recording direct to disc. A wide
range of sample formats is included and rates
can reach as high as DAT quality.

Mixer and recording levels can be
monitored and adjusted using on-screen
controls and VU meters. Replay and .WAV
format files can be created and edited using
supplied software. The card is scheduled for
release at the end of 1998 and will probably be
priced £99 + VAT, Irlam Instruments, tel:
01895 811 401, email: sales@irlam.co.uk, Web:
http://www.irlam-instruments.co.uk

JaffaSoft
on the Web

JaffaSoft, of WimpWorks fame, has
asked us to remind everyone that their
old Web address, http://www.cryogen.
com/jaffa/ should no longer be used.
This is an old address and the new
current web site is located at: http://www.
jaffasoft.co.uk/

Victorian
computers

Do your computer and peripherals make an
untidy mess in the corner of your room? Why
not hide it all inside this elegant item of pine
furniture from David Ashbee of Woodside Pine
(01525 862433).

Risc User

A slip-up on the keyboard last month made us
confuse Beebug magazine with Risc User — we
of course meant the latter. Meanwhile, Beebug
points out that although they are no longer
selling products retail, Beebug Software
remains in operation and, in fact, prices have
just been reduced to coincide with a new
dealer discount structure. Upgrade offers for
users of other DTP packages are now no longer
offered, but the new full price is similar to the
old offer price. Beebug, tel: 01727 840303,
email: sales@beebug.co.uk

R R R T

Portable news

Interconnex UK Ltd, the company
designing the much-anticipated
‘Peanut’ RISC OS portable, has
announced that it has taken over
Innovative Media Solutions Ltd
(IMS), the company which was
going to market the machine. The
IMS take-over has resulted in a
small reduction in overall head
count and some logistical changes.
Interconnex have moved into the
Box Bush Farm complex,
previously occupied by IMS.

There may be a further move in
a few months time. Interconnex
are using IMS’ old phone number,
but note that IMS' fax number is
discontinued, the Interconnex fax
being on 01934 522880.

Email addresses which used to
be in the format xxx@ims-bristol.
co.uk can now mostly be reached
by using xxx@interconnex.co.uk
instead. The old IMS Web site
(www.ims-cdc.demon) will soon be
closed down. The Interconnex Web
site is now online and operating
at: http://www.interconnex.co.uk.
IMS PC CD ROM/Reader products
are no longer available.
Interconnex will continue to sell
off any remaining stock.
WebMaster is subject to on-going
negotiations - it will continue to
be sold by Interconnex while
negotiations continue.

As for the portable itself, as of
the beginning of December,
development was practically
complete and according to the
company there is a chance that the
first portables will ship before the
end of the year. The PCMCIA slots
built in to the off-the-shelf
Twinhead laptop case are now
enabled and Interconnex will ship
a generic Hayes modem driver for
PCMCIA modem cards.

However, third parties will be
responsible for feature-specific
drivers. Network cards should
function on the machine, but
Interconnex admit they don’t have
the in-house expertise to write the
drivers, so there is an opportunity
for a coder there too. The
provisional price is £1,500 + VAT
and no official name has yet been
chosen for the machine -
suggestions are welcome.

For more information, contact
Interconnex UK Ltd.
tel/fax: (01934) 522 880,
email: sales@interconnex.co.uk,
Web: http://www.interconnex.co.uk/

Contacting me

You can contact the news page
by writing to me lan Burley
at the usual Acorn User
address or by e-mail:
news@acornuser.com

January 1999 Acorn User
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Videodesk is a powerful non-linear video
editing system. It allows full-size, full-colour
and full-motion video to be edited to frame
accuracy, and effects and titles added. The
finished material can then be output back to
video for recording or display.

Key Features:

* Composite and S-Video inputs and outputs.
e 50 fields per second capture and playback.
e 24 bit colour range.

e Resolution of up to 768 pixels x 576 lines.

e High-quality uncompressed still grabs.

e VITC Timecode input and output.

e 16 bit stereo audio inputs and outputs.

o Audio sampling at up to CD and DAT rates.
e Multiple audio tracks (polyphonic).

e Instant playback of edits.

e High performance Replay movie capture.

e Multi-level undo and redo.

e Edit Decision List (EDL) generation.

[
12:34:56
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Suitable for AS5000, A7000, and Risc PC
Displays TU in a window or full screen
Ho processor or bus overhead

Optional Teletext, and FM radio

Inputs for Composite and S8-Video

Hicam,

RiscTV is a unique multimedia digitiser
complete with built-in television tuner and
audio processor, which allows you to watch
television on the desktop and digitise high
quality still images from the tuner or an
external video source.

Unlike other digitisers, Risc TV uses
special hardware to overlay video directly.
So, full motion video can be displayed in
24 bit colour, with no processor or bus
overhead. Now you can watch television
and use your computer!

] videodesk

Videodesk _

Non—lihé‘i: Video Editor

P
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Sophisticated video editing software is supplied as
standard, which is flexible and simple-to-use. Editing
is performed on a multi-track time-line with separate
audio and video tracks.

Video effects are generated digitally and include over
100 dissolves, wipes, fades and slides. Comprehensive
titling software uses the RISC OS outline font system,
and titles can be made to scroll, flash, fade and be
overlayed onto the video.

We support Epson's range of high quality
colour flat-bed and film scanners, suitable
for home, school and business applications.
All scanners are supplied complete with
our renowned Prolmage driver software.

As the leading independent supplier of
digital cameras to the Acorn market, we
have support for over thirty different
models from the leading manufacturers -
Agfa, Epson, Olympus, Sanyo, and Sony.

Contact us for full details of scanners and
cameras, and latest pricing information.

For the Complete Picture...

Irlam Instruments Lid,

Brunel Science Park, Brunel University, Kingston Lane, Uxbridge, Middlesex, UBS 3PQ.
Tel/Fax: 01895 811401 Email: sales@irlam.co.uk

Visit our website: www.irlam-instruments.co.uk




graphics

AdVantage Cerilica

Much hype has surrounded the
development of a proposed “replacement
to Artworks” currently going by the name
of Cerilica Vantage. Just as this new
company was riding a wave of positive
publicity, they made the mistake of
changing the name from the long-
publicised ‘Avante’. Fortunately, Cerilica
have made no such mistakes with the
actual application, which even at an
incomplete stage had members of the
Acorn press, developer community and
recruited beta testers, enthralled at a
recent Cerilica press day.

This first public unveiling of Vantage
marks the start of a beta test phase of the
product which will hopefully be finalised
and released by February of 1999.
Although many features are yet to be
implemented in what is only a beta
release, the commitment, experience and
skill of the developers is already very
evident in this landmark product. At a

time when many Acorn users are hoping
for a new Kkiller app to make the
continuance of the RISC OS legacy
essential, Vantage fits that bill.

Programmer, Simon Birtwistle,
originally began development of the
application as the current software simply
did not do the job properly and with many
vears of experience in the design and
publishing industry he is the ideal person
for the job. Drawing on this valuable
hands-on experience, Simon has not only
created an up-to-date replacement for
Artworks but has taken the functionality
of this application way past what you'd
ever imagine you could do with CC’s dated
vector drawing software.

Why am [ so convinced of this
application’s importance on the Acorn
scene? The only way to illustrate this is to
provide examples of Vantage's in-depth
functionality, The feature | just have to
mention is the inks support. Where

Artworks and most other drawing or DTP
software provides a so-called WYSIWYG
display on screen, anyone who's printed
from these applications will know that
the RGB display on your monitor is
usually completely different to the
colours in the printed output produced at
the end of the design process. Vantage
uses a highly accurate physics model to
display on screen the exact ink colours
which you’ll see when you print out your
design.

Inks can be combined to create new
colours (exactly as they’'ll appear after a
run through the printing press) and paper
colour on screen actually affects the
colour of objects drawn onto the page - as
it does when you print coloured inks onto
coloured paper. This is just one example
of Vantage's incredible functionality
which can not be found to such an
accurate degree in software on any other
platform.

Photodesk 3

Several months on from the release of
Photodesk 3, I've now had chance to
regularly use the new features in my
everyday graphics work. The core feature
of multiple layers in each picture really is
the essential update we've all been
waiting for, but I have discovered one or
two niggles in its implementation. Saving
a multi-layered picture in Photoshop
format for instance, doesn’t retain the
layer type (Replace, Add, and so on).

This is rather annoying when you load
a picture up and find it looking nothing
like it’s original state when you saved it.
At the same time the overall application
still seems a little buggy in terms of the
occasional crash (particularly when
changing screen modes), and I'd hoped

that this would have improved from
version 2. Speaking to Spacetech, Chris
Hornby thought that this was a possible
memory problem due to Photodesk
shifting around large amounts of data
(given that this only seems to occur on
some machines, it's very difficult to track
down the bug). The layers problem is also
something else that the Spacetech team
are looking into.

My additional concerns regard the
interface in the new layers window. In
appearance you have all the details you
need for efficient working. The clipboard
style thumbnail image of each layer
(which only updates on a fix), along with
the other details are excellent. However,
in use the interface is not quite as
crisp. Several parts

HE3 swirll ! Layer2 (RGB, Alpha, 1:1

.

[HE Layers 8
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region to copy.
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| Photodesk 3 in use,
~{ with the three image
layers on the right,
combined together to
make the picture on
the left. Each layer
=1 can be edited
=IZl independently.

layer for drawing, do the layer’s mixing
attributes appear in the bottom part of
the window. Perhaps a limitation in the
technical workings of the application, but
it would have been nice to be able to do
things like altering the opacity of any
layer while all layers were visible on
screen.

However, at the end of the day I'm
really just criticising the finer points of
this wonderful application. For me,
Photodesk frees up the implementation
work of creating bitmap graphics. In
effect, it lets you get your ideas and
creativity onto screen as easily as picking
up a pencil and drawing. Photoshop on
the PC, running under the horrible
Windows GUI, simply can’t match this,
despite all of it's touted plug-ins and
features. The latest news suggests that
RISC OS will survive, and for graphics
users that means the most intuitive and

productive interface for producing
artwork in, lives on.
Next month [I'll be looking at

Spacetech’s new CDs, which are further
evidence of graphics developers like
Spacetech’s commitment to the Acorn
scene, at this time of uncertainty.

Contacting me
You can contact the Graphics
page by writing to me,
~ Paul Wheatley, at Acorn User, Tau Press,
 Media House, Adlington Park,
Macclesfield, SK10 4NP or, preferably,
~ emailing graphics@acornuser.com.

January 1999 Acorn User
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“Special Offer

~ On the brink...
Millennium Bug

Pending Global Crisis

“The Millennium Bug is one of the most
serious problems facing not only British
business, but the global economy today. lts
impact cannot be underestimated.”

Prime Minister Tony Blair

The Crash of the Bank of England? Collapse of the Government? Just what
difficulties will the Year 2000 cause you?

The “On the brink...” video is a non-technical explanation of the potential
impact of the Millennium Bug in the world’s computers and what you need to do
about it.

Computers have been used to make modern society livable — it's hard to see
how the infrastructure of the world could be managed without the hundreds of
thousands of mainframe computers, tens of millions of desktop machines and
two billion embedded microprocessors.

But on the 1st Januaiy 2000 some of those machines are going to fail and
the potential results could be worse than all out global war.

The “On the brink...” 60 minute video features world-leading experts on
Millennium Bug solutions and provides you with an understanding of what may
be to come and how you and your family can avoid the worst. And it's a video
you'll watch again and again, and recommend to your friends and their families
so you'll be prepared for what may come.

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW

B “Failure to deal with the
the “On the Brink" Video at £19.99 each 1 problem Cou]d !ead to

D Add £1 P&P per video if ordering from the UK 1 3

(] Add£1.50 P& pervideo foeing fom Ewrope e ! com_mermal Sl

D Add £3 P&P per video from Outside Europe : put |t b!untly because I

want to get the message

across. It will not respect
| wish to pay by: Send your order to: nationa] frontlers- Un'eSS
"On the Brink" Video Offer,

1
I
|
|
1
|
1 -
[ ] Cheque/postal order (payable to Tau Press Ltd) Tau Press, Media House, Adlington : we act now, there will be
1
I
|
|
|
I
|

[ ] YES!Please send me ____ copies of

Value of order £_

Eemailii i i o e T

D Credit Card (Visa/Barclaycard/Mastercard/Access)  Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP.

international chaos.”

—
am
(@
LL.
o
LL
o
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(@)

CreditCardNo: [ | | [ JL T T T J[TT T J[TTT]

Lord Sainsbu
Expiry Date: / e [y’
Government Minister of
[ ] Please tick here if you do not wish to receive promotional information from other companies

—— e e . Science and Technology

Acorn User January 1999
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Speed testing
with WebsterXL

There’s nothing like a challenge to stimulate
Acorn software developers into action. Seated
one lunchtime at a Windows95 PC on a
business network with Internet access, I came
across a Web site featuring an interesting
modem-connection-speed test page by Leslie
Long. As the network had a high speed link,
the speed test results shown by the PC's
browser were sparkling.

I noted the URL to try on my own Risc
PC and Modem connection. When 1 got
home 1 was disappointed to find that the
speed tests use JavaScript to calculate the
download time of the various images and
files. With current versions of Browse
from Acorn Internet and Fresco© from the
ANT® Internet Suite, | got the ‘Sorry JavaScript

17

Lhon?

Modem Speed Test Page

This page was bnacled im 2000001 seconcs.

Hoid down the shilt hey ad cleck Rehod an the bt her o epest the iest

Cheek your DTE and Lise rases and e compure (his lume with the times in the charts bekers.
Bat wa vinsd (ot his e i hocoted ovn the 7 server. 1f yome are pot diseetly compictod o his server your
o e sty b greater tha thowe givan. asvuming buth PCS Bave similas spees.

DOWNLOAD TIMES
UTE RATE
Ao |
®

o

Aled]
i
5
1]
s
3
L)

|
I [
I [
|
f 7 | [0
I
I [
| |

|
Page Loaded i1 0:4.25 (mwass oc)
1

[0 0

is not supported’ message.

Undaunted I loaded up WebsterXL from R-
Comp, but even the JavaScript in the version 1
had wasn’t up to the job of rendering the
Modem Speed Test Page. 1 e-mailed Andrew
Rawnsley of R-Comp with the URL and the
problem. Andrew was keen to help, and
started work on a new version of the
WebsterXL JavaScript interpreter.

Within a couple of days, Andrew sent me a
version of WebsterXL that works well with all
the speed tests. I've tried the text download
test page with several different ISPs. The best
timings I could get with a US Robotics Courier
X2 modem were:

sr Speed (bps) Timing (seconds)
Demon X2 49,333 2.80
Freeserve 33,600 2.80
FreeDotNet 33,600 2.86
Enterprise 33,600 3.06

These figures compare well with the three
second download time from the table on the
page provided by Leslie Long for a 133 Mhz
Pentium PC connecting at 33,600bps. One
might have expected the X2 connection to
have been faster, but it was slowed by some re-
transmission requests occurring.

The Modem Speed Test Page is at
http://homepage.tinet.ie/~leslie/testpage.htm
and if you'd like to obtain a copy of WebsterXL
with JavaScript support, price £25 (no VAT), e-
mail rcomp@rcomp.co.uk, or visit their Web
site at http://www.rcomp.co.uk/ Telephone
01925 755043.

Mailing lists
There’s a Usenet newsgroup to be found
on the Internet discussing almost any
subject you can think of. My ISP's recently
updated groups list contains 24,270 entries.
Public discussion newsgroups can be an
invaluable source of help and inspiration
but there are some disadvantages in
participating. Your own e-mail address can be
e-jacked by unwanted spam and commercial e-
mail address trawlers, both human and
robotic.

Their latest technique is to send out
unsolicited e-mail that actually looks like a
reply to a message originated by you. Curiosity
then makes you start to read it. Recently
many newsgroups including most of
the Acorn hierarchy were attacked by a
spammer in another way, by using
‘Supercedes’. This replaced the entire text of
genuine articles with what looked like rubbish.
The perpetrator was able do this by misusing
a little-known remote editing function

resist spam

of the Usenet system.

A mailing list is a private e-mail-based
discussion group which is distributed only
among known subscribers, and is therefore
virtually immune from such attacks. The
owner of the list controls who has access and
can edit and steer the threads as he or she
likes. Although this could be administered
manually, there is some freeware software that
can do all this for you.

IMailList is an ageing but serviceable
program by Maurice Hendrix, who seems
to have disappeared from view. For use with
only Graham Allan’s Newsbase, !MailList
may need tweaking before it can be
used successfully, as we do on Arcade
BBS to administer the /TTFN Mailing list.
Another package that works in concert with
the ANT© Internet Suite is Majordomo by Peter
Gaunt, available from his Web site at
http://www.beard.demon.co.uk/software/maij
ordomo.html.

R R N T NN R R N R I e I I Imm mm M I M I ™M T mTmTrTI T T T T

Hot HTML

John Aldred’s HTML Tutor pages
were originally written for
Argonet subscribers, but apply
equally to all platforms. The
Tutors cover basic HTML 2.0-3.2,
with update sections and HTML
4,0 additions on Frames, Tables,
OBJECT and PNG graphics,
META tags, imagemaps, Forms,
Wehbcounters, specifying colours
in HTML and animated GIFs.
Downloads include an HTML
validator and hyperlink checker.
Among John's imagemaps you'll
also find the interesting Curry Map
and a comprehensive treatise on
Indian cuisine.
John’s Own Home Page
http://iwww.protovale.co.uk/john/

Free Domain freedom

EU.org aims to provide free
domain name registration to users
or non-profit organisations
wanting to avoid the often
outrageous fees demanded by
some Network Information
Centres (NICs). This is however
not a way to get a snappy and
short URL for your homepages,
which requires a redirector or
URL forwarding service. The
EU.org site explains all about
Domain Name Service record
types and offers online
registration service. The
developers of the Zap editor
now have one of these domain
names, and their new Web site is
at http://www.zap.uk.eu.org/
EU.org
http://www.eu.org/index.html

Acorn Relief

The Great Acorn Comic Relief
Auction takes place between
now and 10th March 1999.
Paul Johnson has built a Web
site to promote and support the
event. You can bid for Acorn
software and hardware from
companies like Alternative
Publishing, Clares Micro Supplies,
Pineapple Software, David Pilling,
Tau Press and more. The idea is
to raise a much money as possible
for Comic Relief Day 7. Initial bids
cost £1 per item, and updates
thereafter are free. Have a look
at what's on offer so far, and
then make your bid.
Acorn Comic Relief Auction
http://iwww.acornusers.org/
comicrelief/

Contacting me
Keep sending me interesting
URLs for the next yoUR List by
e-mail to david @arcade.

- demon.co.uk, or mail #2 on

. Arcade BBS 0181 654 2212.

January 1999 Acorn User
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News In Brief

Darren Salt has released a new
beta version of his ExtBASICasm
module that provides support for
creating AOF files without, as
Darren puts it “all of those tedious
function calls...”. You can locate
the program on Darren’s Web site
at www.youmustbejoking.demon.
co.uk/progs.html#extbasicasm

MDB Move

Michael-Dennis Biemans, the
author of such popular programs
as ReMIDI and GhostScript has
moved his web pages to a new
site at http://www.amplitude.
demon.nl and can now be
contacted by e-mail at the new
address of michaeld@amplitude.
demon.nl

AcornSite

AcornSite can now be accessed
via a much neater URL at
http://www.argonet.co.uk/
acornsite/ Links to the latest
versions of many PD programs
can be found there, and I'd
recommend PD authors to
support the site by submitting
details of their own programs.

GEK

Popular games team GEK now
have a home page on the Web,
featuring all their PD games,
plus news and details about the
team. It's all put together in that
slightly crazy, but rather cool
cartoon style. | just love the
cartoon icons. Check it out at
http://pages.whowhere.com/
games/gekprograms/ for
screenshots and news of their
next production: a rather nifty
arcade helicopter game.

There should also be a new PD
game soon, appearing exclusively
on Acorn Arcade. Edwin reveals
that “a new hi-res VGA PD game is
being developed by us, and it will
have a size of between 7 and 10
Mb. We hope that this could
stimulate interest in PD gaming.
Watch this space.” Most definitely.
Expect a full review as soon as |
get my hands on this rather
promising release.

Recommended
'PD Libraries
'@ APDL, 39 Knighton Park Rd,
s Sydenham, London
SE265RN
@ ARM Club PD Library,
~ Freepost ND6573,
London N12 0BR
@ Five Star Marketing,

g Shepherds Walk, Bushey,
o Hartfordsh:re WD2 1LZ
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One for one and all for self

One of the most famous games of all time has
to be Monopoly: everyone seems to have owned
and played it as a board-game when they were
young. Various computerised versions have
appeared over the years, but none as polished
as a new freeware release from Duncan
Mortimer, which runs completely in the
desktop. Graphically, Duncan has excelled:
the desktop interface works well with the
icons and pictures and the overall design is of
a high standard, giving an impression of
quality.

However, once into the actual gameplay, I
soon encountered many problems. It is a
major pain trying to manipulating windows as
they move around the screen, popping on and
off: after a few minutes you begin to wonder if
there was any point in producing a desktop
version in the first place.

Use of space is not efficient, and the current
main board display is just not big enough. The
plavers’ counters are represented here as
simple coloured dots, despite the use of car,
dog and hat icons in the player info windows:
a larger board would have allowed for such
details. For the same reason there is another
problem - but one which affects the gameplay
much more: there are no labels on the street
tiles. Although these are probably quite
familiar to most players, a larger view to
accommodate the property names would have
been a significant help.

On the other hand, sound support is good,
with nice samples when you land on stations
or the electricity company; this could be taken
further, perhaps with a speech option for such
things as the dice score, what square has been
occupied, and what to do next.

Other minor bugs exist in the gameplay,

although Duncan is still developing the game
and will hopefully have sorted them out by
the time you read this. For example, the dice
roll animation is too slow (fortunately, it can
be disabled); there are stats on the info
windows that don’t match up, and a few of the
original rules are not supported: these are
minor niggles, but important ones.

The big question is, why would you want to
play Monopoly on computer when you
already own the real thing, which is surely
more fun? The only reason I can think of is to
make use of computer-simulated players when
you don’t have a human opponent. However,
the Artificial [ntelligence is rather poor. Bugs,
coupled with stupid or completely
uninventive decisions on the part of the
computer, make it a rather boring experience.

The bidding and transfer Artificial
Intelligence needs to be thoroughly sorted out
and enhanced with more in-depth strategy. In
games with more than two players, the
simulated ones simply buy up everything they
land on and refuse any reasonable exchanges,
which rapidly leads to stalemate and extreme
boredom. If you eventually manage to win it's
something of an anti-climax, with Artificial
Intelligence prompting the loser to make last-
ditch exchange offers before finally being
forced to resign.

Fortunately, discussion of these and many
other problems and ideas for the game is taking
place on the c.s.a.games newsgroup and
Duncan is already working on the next version.
I'm sure we'll see a game which is both stylish
and playable running on our desktops soon.
You can download Monopoly from
http://www.sjc.ox.ac.uk/users/mortimer/
monopoly.html
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Phoenix0S

Since the shock news from Acorn, the most
widespread response on the scene seems to be
a renewed enthusiasm for the RISC OS way.
Whether it's an “Acorn’s gone, but who cares?
Look what RISC OS can do” or a “let’s get
working on XYZ rescue plan” Kind of attitude,
almost everyone seems to have retained their
commitment to RISC OS. More extreme than
most was Mike Atkinson’s reaction: he’s now
well on the way to coding a replacement for
RISC OS.

Working under Java, Mike is creating a GUI
that looks and feels like the operating
system we know and love. Of course you must

realise that these are very early days, and this
is a GUI front-end only, not a complete
OS§ that will run Acorn applications. It's
an interesting project though; for more
information, point your Web browsers to
http://www.ladyshot.demon.co.uk/
PhoenixOS.html

Have you seen this GUI before?

Infestation

Another new game on the scene this month is
Andrew and David Stubbs’ Infestation. Looking
at first glance like a feature-packed version of
Marsquake, it’s rather an oddity when you
come to play it. As always, there's an
improbable narrative to set the scene. In
David's words: “A large number of evil
creatures have invaded the earth. Eggs have
begun appearing everywhere, spawning
strange bio-mechanical monstrosities. Some of
these creatures are armed with deadly
weapons.” Put more precisely, there’s a horde
of evil aliens after your butt, and you've got to
assemble a team of four human players to take
them on.

All players are armed with an assortment of
weapons from bombs and mines to guided
missiles — even alien-spawning eggs of their
own. Where these actually come from is
not revealed — and probably best left unsaid.
In gameplay terms, here is an action-

packed arcade game featuring loads of
weapons and a mind-boggling twenty alien
types to fight.

The game is a let-down in a couple of areas.
The graphics are not too hot, with very dated-
looking background and character sprites.
Sound effects are also a disappointment. On
the plus side, this make for a small download
at only 98Kk.

Making a final judgement on this game is
tricky: to be honest, | found it hard to get into.
The random movement of the aliens seems to
reduce much of the action to the level of a
lottery and, for me, completing levels became
a matter of simply going through the motions
rather than an exercise of skill. However, the
game seems to be doing well on the Net, so
check out the product for yourself by
downloading it from http://www.fen.bris.ac.
uk/students/as6966/programs/ or from the
cover disk.

R R N N

Demo sites

Mark Turner has completely
updated his demo-related Web site
"Compact But Bijou" which can be
viewed at http://www.ndirect.
co.uk/~mrdalliard/ As well as
demo news, the site features an
online demo voting system.
Acorn Arcade is now hosting
the Evolution Demo Competition
pages which can be found at
http://www.acornarcade.com/

LZH

Skullsoft have put together a very
easy to use front-end for Daniel
Oram’s LZH module. Compressing
files with LZH from the command
line is frankly a bit of a pain,

but the Skulls’ front-end allows
simple drags to the iconbar icon
to decompress or compress,
depending on the current state of
the file,

For more general use,
Skullcrusher acts as a fully
featured compaction program,
offering compression by different
algorithms and some interesting
features like the skeleton
compress which allows you to
store an image of the structure of
your hard disk in a very small
archive. The LZH front-end and
Skullcrusher can be located at
http://www.eganc.demon.co.uk/
which also includes details of the
LZH module and the WimpBasic
modules which you'll also need.

Phoebe icons

David Watson, aka Spriteman, has
drawn a set of desktop icons
based on the look of RISC OS 4 on
the ill-fated Phoebe. Why you'd
want to use them I'm really not
sure, as they may act as a
constant reminder of the lack of
a real Phoebe on your desk and,
to be honest, they're not
particularly attractive. | don't
know whether it's down to
David's re-invention of them or
simply bad taste on the part of
Acorn, but the colours appear
quite horrible, leaving RISC OS
looking like a pale imitation of
MS Windoze rather than the
world leader in usability which
it really is. Decide for yourself
by pointing your browser to
www.netforward.com/
the18thhole/?davew

Contacting me
You can contact the PD Page
by writing to me,

Paul Wheatley, at Acorn User,
Tau Press Ltd, Media House,
Adlington Park, Macclesfield,
- SK10 4NP. Or preferably,
by e-mail to
pdpage@acornuser.com

January 1999 Acorn User

http://iwww.acornuser.com/

17



i

B Business and Utilities & Freddy Teddy's Adventure 23.50 Artworks I | 1500 titles Available!!
Ant Internet Suite Il 110.51 French (10/10) 13.49 Artworks ClipArt 1 or 2 20.08
ArcFax 35.00 Fun School 3/4 (various) 24.99 Bitfolio 7 CPNE | Some dealers may not stock all
ArcFS2 2937 Geography (10/10) 13.49 Font Emporium 29.95 1 titles A
ARCshare 49.95 [ German (10/10) 13.49 PDCD4 (Datafile) 15.00 8 | e S 5
Artworks 104.69 ¥ | Granny's Garden 28.79 | PDCDS (Datafile) ey | imumdeliveny £2
CD Burn 58.75 " ® James Pond Run. Water 27.00 [ 1 ProArtisan 2 EERRN | Credit Cards and Official
Complete Animator 94.05 R Maths (Geometry) (10/10) 13.49 - Risc Disc Vol.1 15.00 [° Orders welboina E&OE
| DataPower 1 110.00 LM Maths (Number) (10/10)  13.49 S Risc Disc Vol.2 20.00 [ SIHICO e
| DataPower 2 166.32 [ Mega Maths 24.99 Risc Disc Vol.3 25.00 l'i All Prices Include
* | DaVinci 90 81.08 "1 Micro Maths 24.99 | Rob Duncan Cartoon Kit  42.74 VAT @ 17.5%
Digital Symphony 56.05 M | My World2 + 2 54,70 [ Task Force Clip Art 33.20 2L
Disc Doctor 28.45 @ | Naughty Stories Vols 1-6 44.65 | Tekkie Disc (PRM's etc)  47.50
Disc Rescue 45.00 New Teddy Bear's Picnic  36.78 [l CDROM Education # e
Draw Works Designer 31.50 " Nursery Rhyme Time 33.43 mL ; ; | CDROM GAMES
A 5 Wi ; * 7. Ancient Egyptians 42.30 .
EasiWriter Professional  143.99 @8 i Oxford Reading Tree 3 44.65 [iL& ; | Abuse 25.00
e . Ancient Lands 50.53 ) .
Easy C++ 116.32 . Pendown DTP 65.85 ; : " Ankh 25.00
e Anim Talking Alphabet#  33.43 4 -
EasyFont Pro 59.95 @ = Playdays age 3-8 23.40 | Briti i | Crystal Maze 28.45
. British Isles from the Air 42,30 [ Lty .
Eureka 3 110.51 "« Playground (Freddy teddy) 23.50 Doom Trilo 35.00
; * Castles 42.30 ay .
FastSpook+ 17.62 . Smudge the Spaniel 25.98 ¥ C i Dune Il 31.50
: : ; " Crystal Rain Forest 2 50.17 .
Fireworkz Pro 166.31 “4 Spelling & Punctuation 13.49 4 Simon the Sorcerer 32.40
: ' Dangerous Creatures 50.53 .
Font Directory Pro 65.00 Splosh+ (1-5 users) 51.70 S Syndicate 29.00
i g % Dinosaurs 50.53 g% ©Y .
FontFX6 29.95 Table Aliens 27.85 ' En Route g89.20 MM Wizards Apprentice 24.95
Game On! 2 15.00 HinyDawTinylogo 29.37 MM Era of the 2nd WW 81.08
Holy Bible (lllus.) BP(KJV) 82.25 Tizzy's Toybox 47.94 - " New Software

: : . Eureka Discoveries & Inve'42.30 [ =
HTML Edit 4 53.00 Watch Magic Grandad 30.13 | Garden Wildlife 4230 [ Heroes of Might

ImageFs 2 44.59 _ i : B :
IMaster & TWAIN Driver  35.00 [lle GAMES Qi ¢ ardians of Groenvood.  58i161 and Magic 11

i I . | Hutchinson's Encyclopedia 52.82 ; g )
Impact Pro : 189.58 B Alone in the Dark 34.99 @ |||lustrated Shakespeare  29.32 [ A graphically rich &
g solog blisncr, - 1364 Anagram Genius 20.00 John Cabot & Merchant V. 42.30 ll8  involving strategy

Impression Style 83.54 BHP Brutal Horse Power 28.49 Kingfi i :
. gfisher Micropedia 76.38
MellDI 129.00 Birds of War | 30.00 King Arthur e game. Long knights

JIELC itpenieet 46.54 Black Angel 30.00 Kiyeko with Acorn reader  36.43 [l playing guaranteed!
MdiWorks 1on b3 Break 147 & S'pool 27.00 | Map Detectives 5017 | £ 35
WaviakS 299 Carnage Inc. 22.50 Musical Instruments 50.53 [

: & Cobalt Seed 23.74 Number Time 2 28.99 [
PC Pro2 (+PC Exchange) 46.55 W Crysial Maze, age 7+ 26.45 [ O Talking Infent Atlss 2232 [l Ve Site fetcher for
PC Sound Professional 2 40.00 ¥ ¢ hor Chess 31.50 [ PR Bears Birthday Party  41.13 [l RiscOS browsers
Forsonal Accountsiva 49100 4 Darkwood 20.70 Perspectives Francais 81.08 " £ 25

Photo Link 65.55 Demon's Lair 20.00 i ;
Photo Real (Canon/Epson) 65.86 B Drifter (DD/HD) 31.50 Ji Rocksalin sisiRossils 2104

| Romans 42.30 ici
Photodesk 2 256.02 Dune Il CD-£3150)  26.60 | Scioncs Explorer | Pricing Drops on...

Photodesk plug-ins (call) 18.95 Dungeon t 27.00 ge e

; . " | Seashore Life 42.30 ibeli
ProArtisan 24 (RPC Only) 89.95 Eypo ot 30.00 [ERERN < ionce In Action o Sibelius 7/ 7 Student,

Prophet 3 179.77 Eclipse Collection 2249 M Settlements g1.0s [ Sleuth 3, & Ovation Pro.
Rhapsady 4 94.95 Enter the Realm 25.00 W88 Space Exploration 13.73

S.che.ma 2 121.50 Exodus 25.00 ! Survival: Mysteries of Nat. 42.30 ; Chocks Away Now SA OK
Sibelius 6 116.00 Fire and Ice 23.39 WS The Way Things Work ~ 50.53 Jill*

Sibelius 7 699.00 Formula Two Thousand ~ 23.74 S The World's Weather 52.87

Sibelius 7 Student 345.00 Global Effect 27.00 Tizzy's Toolbox 44.65

Sleuth 3 116.32 Groundhog 12.00 @SS TOTS TV 19.95 |

SparkFs 25.00 Haunted House 25.00 M= & Ultimate Human Body O | NRPC Not for RPC

StrongGuard 25.00 Holed Out Compendium  20.00 B Understandin .
: . & g the Body 42.30
Studio Sound 113.95 James Pond 2+ 16.20 a0 VlklﬂgS 42.30 T Separate RPC version

Tablemate Designer 60.00 B Krysalis Collection (NRPC)29.99 RS I N TR .Yl || Many titles abbreviated for advert
TechWriter Professional 222.12 Logic Mania 27.00 ' |

TopModel 2 145.11 Pandora's Box 2500 [l s m—————

Turbodrivers (Can/HP/Eps)54.69 Betisrte Addlct T “ Or de'r' f;'om = participatin'gmcl Snler

§ WebSpider ¢ 40.00 Play It Again Sam 3 24.95

WebTool ft?r ANT Suite 2 29.38 Play It Again Sam 4 35.00 Davyn computer Services

INIE Pesic e Pushy (Shovy) 12.00 Tel 01924 254800 Fax 01924 254036
email sales@davyn.demon.co.uk

C T

Win95FS 41.12 Real McCoy 2/3/4 (each) 35.00
XStitch 2 35.00 Real McCoy 5 31.50

EDUCATION Rick Dangerous 15.26
Animated Alphabet, Talk ~ 33.43 Saloon Cars Deluxe 31.50
Arc Venture (various) 39.01 Scrabble 26.59 ;
Aztecs, Age 7-11 50.17 Shuggy 25.95 CTA Direct

' | The Data Store
Best Four Maths 46.41 Silver Ball 12.00 Tel 01942 511000 Fax 01942 749325

Tel 0181 460 8991 Fax 0181 313 0400
email sales @datstore.demon.co.uk

i §celabas fhjiates 2T Sionthe Soraster 2109 email sales @cta.u-net.com
Crystal Rain Forest 50.17 Small t 21.20
DataSweet 3 69.33 [ 1 Spobbleoid Fantasy 30.00

¥ Dazzle + 83.71 I Stereoworld 22 50
Dinosaurs 13.49 Stuntracer 2000 35.00
Doodle 32.37 | Tanks 25.95
English (10/10) 13.49 The Time Machine 25.00

" Essential Maths (10/10) 13.49 B Virtual Golf 31.50
Essential Science 13.49 Wavelength 13.50
Expl with Flossy the Frog 28.79 8 | CD Business & Utils
First Logo 29.02 Arm Club PD CD 1 19.00

Uniqueway
Tel 01222 464020 Fax 01222 440071
email sales @ uniqueway.co.uk
Liquid Silicon
Tel 01592 592265 Fax 01592 596102

email liquid@ cableinet.co.uk
CJE Micro's / NCS

Tel 01903 523666 Fax 01903 523679
Revision 9¢ email sales@cje.co.uk

S First Words with Smudge 25.98 | Arm Club PD CD 2 15.00




Test drive the 3mx

When Psion announced the launch of the new
3mx, | immediately e-mailed their press office
and requested a review machine with the
intention of producing a full review. The
machine arrived and within a few minutes of
using it I had changed my mind and this is all
I intend to write about the new palmtop.
This’is not meant as a criticism of the 3mx,
far from it in fact, but what
else can you say about a
machine that is essentially

a 3c (same applications,
operating system etc) with
a much faster processor
which runs at 3 times the
speed of its predecessor,
except it runs three times
faster than its predecessor.
Even the manual is just a
3c one with a new cover.
As an update to the S3
range, the 3mx is an
excellent  release. The
processor in the old 3a/c
was beginning to show its
age and the new processor is

a vast
improvement - just try watching the cards

The Psion 3mx - can you spot the
difference between it and the 3¢?

being dealt out in Patience, if only |
could deal that quickly 1 might
actually win occasionally.

If you don’t need all the features of
the S5 or just want to replace/upgrade
your PocketBook II or 3a/c then you
can't go far wrong with this machine.
After all, it has been tried and tested by
thousands of users and has a huge third party
software catalogue.

PsiWin 2.2

At the same time as Psion released the 3mx,
they announced the release of PsiWin 2.2. This
new version brings all the features of PsiWin
2.1 (file synchronisation, full conversion
facilities, integration into the Windows
desktop and so on) to the S3 range of
palmtops as well as the S5.

The new version also introduces a new
integrated clipboard for S5 users allowing
them to copy text on the PC/Psion and paste
it straight to the other machine. The package
also includes some new data template files to
assist users with the synchronising of files, the

synchronisation database has been updated to
include the latest versions of popular PC
applications as well as numerous other smaller
improvements and bug fixes.

The CD also includes a copy of the S5
Message Suite, the OPL and Comms manuals
in PDF format and a selection of utilities and
trial software for the S5.

The software is available for S3 users with
or without the connection lead (£34.95 and
£49.95 respectively) and users of PsiWin 2.1
should contact Action Computers on 0800
333333 for details of upgrades.

Geofox failure

Geofox, one of the first licensees of the
EPOC32 operating system has sadly
announced that it has been forced to cease
trading and that the company has gone
into voluntary receivership. Although not

Message
Suite reprise

Just after the last column went to Press,
Psion released version 1.52 of their Message
Suite, which fixes the majority of the bugs
that existed in the first release of 1.5. The
new version is available as a download from
their website (http://www.psion.com) and is
well worth downloading and installing.

heavily featured on this page, the Geofox-
One was similar to the S5 but had a larger
screen and hence case and was operated by a
touch pad rather then via a touch sensitive
screenn.

Geofox released the following statement:
“We have been seeking investment into the
company for some time, but despite good
reviews and increasing sales channels
and prospects for Geofox-One we have not
been successful in obtaining the necessary
funding, or in finding a purchaser for the
company.”

Although Geofox is no longer trading John
Woodthorpe (author of Archive Magazine's S5
Column) has said he will continue to provide
support for the Geofox via his web site at
http://www.armlink.ndirect.co.uk/
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Newer shade of purple
Purple Software, one of the
largest developers of software for
handheld computers, recently re-
launched its web site. The new
design includes a novel menu-style
navigation system and the content
has been completely updated.

The new website already
includes the facility to join the
Purple Software mailing list, full
online ordering and numerous
links to other PDA sites. The URL is
http://www.purplesoft.com/

Draw it on your S5

Draws5 is a vector-based drawing
package for the Series 5 and
Geofox-One from Interconnex.
Features of the package include
the ability to build up images
using several tools including
ellipses, rectangles, path objects
(straight lines and bezier curves),
text and embedded documents
from other S5 applications. Draw5
allows the user to group objects
together and manipulate them
either individually or as groups.
Each object can have individual
attributes including line thickness,
pattern, colour and font style,

The package is able to import
and export Windows WMF files
offering a degree of compatibility
with the desktop environment
(although it's a shame it can't
handle Draw files).

Documents created in Draw5
can have either 4 or 16 shades of
grey and can be embedded into
other documents (Word or Sheet).

Draws5 is shareware, with a
registration fee of £25, and is
available for download from
Interconnexs website at
http://www.interconnex.co.uk/

Go green with the 5

Psion has recently announced the
launch of a special edition agua
green Series 5. The special edition
machine is also supplied with a
quality leather slipcase designed
by specialists Mulberry.

The case on the special edition
S5 is reported to be a hard case,
similar to that found on the S3, as
opposed to the rubber one of the
standard 55 which was prone to
peeling. The special edition went
on sale from branches of Dixons
and John Lewis at the end of
October priced at £449.95.

Contacting me
You can contact the Portables
‘page by writing to me,
Mark Taylor at Acorn User,
Media House, Adlington Park,
Macclesfield SK10 4NP,
or by e-mail to
portables@acornuser.com
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Great news from Icon Technology

Show prices - even though the show was cancelled

EasiWriter professional
e Powerful, fully featured, multi-column word processor.
e Reads and Write MS Word 6, 7 & 8 (Office 97/97).

* Reads and writes HTML.

» Reads RTF (Rich Text Format).

» Creates Hypertext documents.

¢ Built in Table Editor.

o Automatic bulleted and numbered lists.

e Mail merge.

» Automatic numbering of Lists, Sections etc.

e Pamphlet printing.

e Drag & Drop and Cut, Copy & Paste.

ord docume

nis.

Piter

TechWriter professional

“Its great! At the risk of writing advertising copy for lcon Technology,
no piece of software on any platform has made me grin with delight

as | discover new features as much as TechWriter has.” Archive

o All the features of EasiWriter professional plus a pow-
erful easy to use equation editor.

* Writes TeX.

» Saves equations as GIF’s (using InterGif) when writ-
ing HTML.

e Used by the Mathematical Association to produce the
Mathematical Gazette.

Upgrade your StartWrite to
EasiWriter professional for just
B £50.00 plus P&P and VAT.

Offer prices
Product Normal price Offer price Including VAT and P&P

EasiWriter professional £129.00 £96.00 £116.32
TechWriter professional £199.00 £149.00 £178.59
Upgrades (includes new documentation)

EasiWriter to EasiWriter professional £40.00 £50.53
EasiWriter professional to TechWriter professional £50.00 £62.27
TechWriter to TechWriter professional £50.00 £62.27
StartWrite to EasiWriter professional £50.00 £62.27

Great deals for students - check our Web site or ring for details.

[Fe:e ne i nerciliamellioreiy: Liitm - e el
Church House e Carlby e Stamford e Lincs ¢ PE9 4NB
Phone and Fax 01778 590563

http://www.iconsupport.demon.co.uk
email: auoffer@iconsupport.demon.co.uk




Whither or Wither Acorn

Hopefully by the time you read this the
situation regarding the workstation side
of what was once Acorn Computers will
be clearer. 1 have read so much on the
subject - some helpful, some intemperate
and more than a little twaddle that 1 do
not wish to add greatly to the debate or
queer anybody’s pitch.

Having said that everybody else
has had their two ‘pennorth so why not
me? From a purely business point of
view it was long since obvious that
Acorn could not compete on price with
the flood of cheap PCs. Forget the
high price of ownership caused by the
short life of the average PC before
you crossed the upgrade/buy again
line. Quite frankly it soon became
cheaper to buy a new PC as yours became
obsolete.

A machine which lasts does not suit
our throw-away society. You might think
you are not part of such a society but if so
you are not being honest with
yourself. Want to test your honesty?
OK - ask yourself this question — when
did you last take a piece of electrical
equipment to be mended? Something
like a toaster, a Kkettle, an iron, a
TV, a video, a camera (video or still). Yes -
you get the idea. Obsolescence is built in
and we are programmed to reach for the
Argos catalogue as soon as something not
under guarantee or extended warranty

breaks down.
Longevity is only a good thing

given an upgrade path and Acorn,
producing a new computer every 4-5
years could not keep up. Of course it is
not just their fault. The software has

fallen behind and the disastrous
link up with Xemplar also
contributed to the demise of
workstation Acorn. Why disastrous?
Look at any Xemplar brochure or
newspaper advertising campaign and you
will see why. Not so much a case of
not seeing wood for trees as
not seeing Oak trees for
Apple trees.
So does Acorn
(the computer)
go the same way
as other famous
alternatives to the
ubiquitous PC begin-
ning with A - Amstrad,
Amiga and Atari? Well, yes —
it probably does. If Phoebe does
achieve a production run it will
almost certainly be the last true
RISC OS based home computer.
Those advocating a Linux front-end
future for RISC-OS are forgetting X-
Windows.

Pessimistic or realistic only time will
tell. In the meantime I hope that another
couple of my series on the use of
Acorns in business elsewhere
on this page convince you that the
computer you have is still more capable
and easier to use (when did you last have
to re-boot an Acorn?) than any other

available alternative.

Acorns in business

Another couple in this occasional series —
told in readers own words of how Acorn
computers are used in real world
particularly in business. First a message
that popped upon the Internet a short
while back:

Swiss Cheese

Just through I'd share a discovery that I
made today. While in a large secure
machine room doing a software
installation (on Sun Solaris), | happened
to see three Risc PC’s sitting in a rack
nearby among multitudes of big Suns,
Compaq machines, IBM AS/400's and the
like.

They were running a bespoke
application for a stock market data feed. |
have a feeling that this application is a
development from a Reuters one, but I say
that only because I know that Reuters
have made heavy uses of Acorn hardware
in the past and that Reuters are heavily
involved in stock market data.

1 asked the system engineer that [ was
with what he thought of them. His reply

was approximately, “Apart form being
another hardware platform/OS to
understand - fine. They are as stable as
bedrock”. It was nice to see Acorns in a
mission critical application,

Nick Smith, Software Engineer,Switzerland

Need a CV?

I have recently started a small business
using my Acorn. I design CV’s with the
option of e-mailing them to clients who
have a computer. Otherwise 1 send them
by good old snail mail or fax (again from
my SA Risc PC).

E-mail is perfect for this. Clients e-mail
their old one where I work on a new
version and e-mail it back. This way they
don’t need to go out of their home to find
a place that does CV's or wait around for
the final print. I often send the final CV
by post because of the quality paper I
have at home.

I also design posters (using TextEase
and Artworks) and other printing/
design needs are considered by customers.
Some might want wedding menus

printing or business brochures for small
businesses.

My only complaint about using an
Acorn for this type of art is the lack of
good printer support. I want photo
quality like PC users obtain. I can’t afford
a colour laser printer yet.

Ian Vincent
ian.vincent@argonet.co.uk

So keep the stories coming. [ realise than
most businesses using Acorns will
be small by any definition but that does
not make them insignificant. Perhaps
the greatest failing of Acorn was its
inability to convince the business user
that there was and still is an alternative
to the PC running Windows. Let’s keep

trying.

Contacting me
You can contact me, Mike Tomkinson,
by post at the usual Acorn User address
or by dropping me an e-mail at:
bizniz@acornuser.com

January 1999 Acorn User
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Visit us at Www.eff.co.uk ¢ Contact us on sales@eff.co.uk
The Electronic Font Foundry ¢ 11 Silwood Road, Ascot, SL5 0PY e tel 01344 875 201 © fax 01344 875 202

Please contact us for your free copy of EFF Font Poster, Acorn Price List and EFF New Product Guide.

The Electronic Font Foundry is proud to present its latest release,

erF Handwritten Collection

ra-m Handuritten Collection |

EFF Handwritten Collection

EFE H‘l.uddriﬂ.’cu is a set of contemporary scripts, based on real modern
handwriting styles, ranging from careful calligraphic styles to unruly child’s writing to
designer’s hand. Scripts in general are making a comeback, and these scripts have especially
modern feel and are a great way to brighten up any monotonous looking pages. Some
samples are on the left, to see the whole collection see our website or contact us for a leafler.

?ff /{""“f"‘-’t"&bc-h C.LLG--&A-.-.

FF Yoandwritton Collection

£ff dfandwritten Collection
EFF Handwritten Collection

Special Promotion Price: £20+P&P+VAT (£25.26 UK incl.) until 31.01.99. Normal price £25+P&P+VAT (£31.14 UK incl.)

Still available EFF 1998 Best Sellers - EFF TrueTypeTranslator ¢ EFF Font Table

EFETTT is the first eve translator of TrueType® fonts, the most
common format for Windows. EEFTTT converts in seconds any
TrueType font to standard Acorn format, giving you access to all the
fonts available to PC users, including all the free fonts on the Internet.
¢ Instant TrueType font translator

¢ Instant TrueType font sample viewer and full info displayer

¢ Instant TrueType complete font table creator

* Choice of encodings and settings

¢ Automatic adding of hinting for improved quality
* On-line comprehensive manual and interactive help support

EFFTTT (for 1 computer), £39+P&P+VAT (£47.59 UK incl.)

EEF Font Table is a very simple and effective application for producing
font tables in !Draw format. Creates professional looking tables in
seconds, and can be easily customised by a number of options. A very
useful application for compiling font catalogues, or printing samples.
Fully supported by interactive !Help and on-line manual.

EFFFontTable (for 1 computer), £7+P&P+VAT (£9.99 UK incl.)

Please note that prices given for EEFTTT and EEFFoniT able ate for
single user licence. If you wish to use the programs on more than one
computer, site licence is available at 20% of the basic price for each
additional machine.

=
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‘ | ACORN SOUTHWEST SHO

| Supporting users in SW Eﬁgland and S Wales

‘ SATURDAY 20th FEBRUARY 1999

The Webbington Hotel
Loxton, nr Axbridge
North Somerset

‘ Doors open from 10am until 4.30pm

Adults £2 / ARM Club or Clan members £1
Children under 16 FREE (accompanied by an adult)

[Pay on door only]

| » Latest products

» Special show discounts
» Talks & Demonstrations
» Charity Bring & Buy

» Competition!
» Games arcade
» Free parking

Phone: (01707) 390410 Fax: (01707) 390410
| Email: acornshow@argonet.co.uk

| http://www.argonet.co.uk/acornshow

Birmingham

Oxford

Reading
[ )

hampton
Portsmouth

Bristgl, M4
& Wales

Weston
Super-Mare

Taunton &
Southwest

By car: From Junction 22 on the M5 follow the A38 to
Bristol turning left at 'L.ower Weare', just past 'The L.amb'
public house, where '"The Webbington Hotel' is signposted.

By Train: A FREE bus shuttle service will be operating
every 30 minutes, between Weston-Super-Mare train
station and the show venue, from 9.30am until Spm.
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Infestation

A large number of evil creatures have
invaded the earth. Eggs have begun
appearing everywhere, spawning strange
bio-mechanical monstrosities. Some of
these creatures are armed with deadly
weapons.

Military intelligence has located the
source of the creature’s infestation — a
large, heavily guarded teleportation
device. You have been given the mission
to destroy this device. Unfortunately the
nearest you can get to the device by
helicopter drop isn't close enough -

wanting to do this should
be in the same team.
Players in the same team
may not harm each other.
To select the teams open the
‘Game Opts’ submenu from
the main menu, and drag the
relevant player to the chosen
team. The default option is for no
teams (each player is a different
team).
If players do not wish to harm each
other, but do not want to share energy
they may set up

e

alliances. Alliances
are set up between
teams and are set in
the ‘Game Opts’
window underneath
the team selections.
Selecting an option
icon in the grid will
set an alliance.
Underneath this grid
a message will
describe common
combinations such as
‘Total  friendship’.
This message assumes
there are four teams.

you're going to have to fight you way by
foot through infested territory to get
there.

You have been armed with triggered
missiles, mines, bombs and a reverse-
engineered creature spawner. This last
piece of equipment will allow you to
spawn creatures which will work for you
and your team.

Keys are set for each player from
within the infestation desktop
application. Click menu on the
Infestation icon and open the ‘Controls’
submenu.

To launch a weapon, press and hold
Bomb (push up twice for down the fire
key, push the relevant a larger bomb)
direction key then let go of the fire key.
While fire is pressed the currently selected
weapon will be displayed in the player’s
info panel.

Four people around a keyboard gets a
tad interesting, and | take this
opportunity to say that I take no
responsibility for broken fingers. The
upshot of this is: if you have a joystick
and port, use it.

Teams and Alliances

In Infestation players may choose to share
a common pool of energy. Players

Some alliance
structures can be
quite  complicated
and it may be

difficult to see who your enemies are.
Fach player is awarded 1000 units of
energy at the start of the game. This
energy is added to the team’s total. A team
with four players will start with 4000
units of energy. When a team'’s energy

The creatures

Worm! Will try to eat you
Lawnmower!
Spider!

Bomber!

Blob!

Tank'

Minelayer
Rocket Launcher
Spark

Vacuum

Crab

Token tout
Tokenguzzler
Bomb

Missile

Ice builder

Will try to eat you
Plants bombs

Plants mines
Plants missiles

Slow, eats mines
Eats bombs
Plants tokens
Token eater

Turns into a homb

Will try to shred you

Turns into a missile
Found making ice sculptures (snowmen), and igloos

reaches zero, the entire team will die.

Energy is used when a player is caught
in an explosion or a player plants some
kind of weapon. Bombs are least
expensive followed by mines then
missiles. Eggs are more expensive the
larger they get.

Mines are clever. Once layed they will
only explode should an enemy walk over
them. This means you can walk over your
own as many times as you like. But be

Plants bombs and mines
Plants bombs and mines and missiles (ouch!)

Fast, and goes for the throat

B

Digger

Oil Tanker
Conservationist
Mega tank

Slow, yellow and makes a good bit of rubble

Slow, plants oil rigs

Plants trees and bushes

Fast, plants bombs, mines, and missiles (double ouch!)

t Can be laid by a player
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’ careful, they only last 40 seconds before spontaneously
exploding.

Targeting missiles are also clever. When they are planted
they spin on the spot until they see something you are an
enemy with. They then take note of the square and attack
it passing any creatures, players or objects on the way and
exploding in the correct square. As long as the creature or
player was not moving too fast it should be hit by the
explosion. The explosions they cause are very effective.

Eggs are what the computer and players spawn. These
eggs usually take about 10 seconds to hatch. The size and
shape of the egg gives an indication as to what will come
out from it. Destroying an egg will prevent that creature
from hatching. The level’s creatures to go counter will be
reduced if the egg is evil.

Loading levels

If you wish to play a level group that is not the default,
simply open the sub-menu ‘Game Levels’ and select the
group you want from the selection. You must make sure
that the filer has ‘seen’ the /InfLevels application, otherwise
Infestation cannot load its levels.

Tokens

Flame
Eatability
Pushability

+50

+100

+150

-100

No bombs
No missiles
1Q
Invincibility
Anti-grav
Level warp

Increases the distance the flame from your bomb will reach
Allows a player to eat bombs to gain energy

Allows a player to push bombs (not through walls or
objects)

Increments team’s energy by 50 units

Increments team’s energy by 100 units

Increments team’s energy by 150 units

Decrements team’s energy by 50 units

Player may not drop bombs

Player may not drop missiles

Eggs spawned after collection are more intelligent

Player may not be harmed by anything

Player may walk over enemy mines

Team is warped a certain number of levels. If more than one
team is playing they will carry on as normal. The warped
team will rejoin at the appropriate level, even if all other
teams die before this time.

This token can do a variety of things, both good and bad.

Feature presentations

To view the film trailers on the CD,

double-click on the !Movies icon and
just wait. The system uses an updated
Replay system, but it's completely
transparent.

Each movie clip is quite long and if
you want to skip to the next one click
Menu on the mouse, you can pause it
using Select.

The screenshots on these pages are
mostly taken directly from the Replay
files and will appear blurred if there is
movement in the frame - when the trailer
is being run you won't see it.

man half-vampire out to revenge his
mother’s death, while the forces of evil try
to capture him for their own purposes.
Also starring Stephen Dorff, Kris
Kristofferson and N'Bushe Wright.

What Dreams May Come

A sad but powerful tale about Chris
Nielsen, played by Robin Williams, who
dies in a car crash and, in the afterlife,
begins a search for his wife after he
discovers she has committed suicide in
her grief. Also starring Annabella Sciorra
and Max von Sydow.

Little Voice

Wonderful independent British
production from the Director of Brassed
Off based on Jim Cartwright’s play The

Blade (18)

Adapted from the comic strip of the same
name Blade stars Wesley Snipes as a half-

Rise and Fall of Little Voice. It's the story of
“Little Voice” (Jane Horrocks) who is able
to mimic the greatest singers - Judy
Garland, Marilyn Monroe, Marlene
Dietrich and others, all sung by Jane

Credits

Acorn User would like to thank:

Trevor Green (Managing Director, Entertainment
Film Distributors); Julia Short (Head of Marketing, Polygram

Filmed Entertainment); and Laurence Atkinson (Publicity
Manager, Buena Vista Film Distribution) for supplying the clips.

Plus Paul Middleton of Uniqueway Ltd (01222 464020) for
sourcing and preparing the clips in Replay format.



Horrocks herself.

The script is intelligent and hilarious
and there are superb performances by the
British cast including Brenda Blethyn,
Jane Horrocks (“Bubbles” from Absolutely
Fabulous), Michael Caine, Jim Broadbent
and Ewan McGregor.

Lost in Space (PG)

Fun remake of the completely awful (but
strangely addictive) 60s Science Fiction
TV show. The Robinson family are

sent into space to help construct the other
end of a hyperspace gateway in order to

save humanity. But they get lost on the
way.

Starring Gary Oldman, William Hurt,
Matt LeBlanc and Mimi Rogers this is not
a film to be analysed closely but it's great
fun, plus true fans will love all the
references to the TV series plus seeing
some of the original stars playing other
roles in the film.

The Mighty

The story of two adolescent friends, the
small brainy one and the big, not so
bright, tough one - who together form
“Freak the Mighty” and set out on
imaginary quests. It's a
genuine tale that

Disc information

The software on the cover disc has been
compressed using ArcFS 2 from VTi, and
are opened by running a copy of ArcFS
then double-clicking on the archive to open
it. There is a copy of ArcFS on each disc.

Most software will run straight from the
archive, but some programs may need to
be copied out of the archive before being
run, uncompressing them in the process.
Any program that saves a file to disc, for
instance, will be unable to do so into the
archives on the disc.

Faulty disc?

If your disc is faulty, test whether it will
verify by clicking with Menu on the floppy
drive icon and choosing Verify.

damaged you should return it to TiB, TIB
House, 11 Edward Street, Bradford,
Yorkshire BD4 7BH. If it verifies
successfully return it to the Acorn User
editorial office at the usual address.

checked for viruses using Killer version
3.001 from Pineapple Software.

doesn’t get sentimental,
Kieran Culkin (vounger
brother to Macauley) is
excellent as is Sharon
Stone, there’s also a
cameo by Gillian
Anderson - nothing like
Agent Scully.

Pleasantville
Another fun movie, two
modern-day teenagers are

pulled into two teenage roles in
1950s TV soap Pleasantville where
everything is perfect and in black
and white - not only that but the
people in the soap know that all is black
and white, and there is nothing outside
Pleasantville. As the film progresses the
two slowly break down the middle
American values in the town.

Starring  Toby  Maguire, Reese

Witherspoon, Jeff Daniels, Joan Allen and
William H. Macy.

If it fails to verify or is physically

The Acorn User cover discs have been

Th
e beat-seﬂing Risc os

AUcps

Return to Paradise
On a par with Midnight Express, this
powerful film demonstrates the changes
in the lives of three men: one on death-
row in Malaysia for drug-trafficking and
his two friends who can save him - but at
the cost of three years of their own lives
in a Malaysian jail.

Excellent performances by Vince
Vaughn and Anne Heche. Not for
the faint-hearted.

Regular & Features

@® The Java examples
@ Run the Risc software
@ All the *INFO programs

Extras

@ Getting onto Freeserve

| hate CDs

If you don’t have a CD-ROM drive you
can replace it with a floppy containing
this month'’s Acorn User programs
simply by returning the
cover CD to: Acorn User,
Tau Press Ltd., Media
House, Adlington Park,
SK10 4NP. We will send
you a floppy disc
containing the
programs and files

for this month.
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Tel: 01924 254300 ax: 01 924 258036
For a full catalogue visit our web site

Acorn Computers

A7000+  8m 1.2GB HD £769.00d L
AT7000+ 8m Net £659.00d+
RiscPC 233 4m 1.2GB HD 8xCD £979, OOcl
RiscPC 233 10m 1.2GB HD 24xCD £1175.00d
RiscPC 233 34m 1.7GB HD 24xCD £1299, O()d

\

E Mall sales@davy
WEB: http://www.davyf

kP’ inter Irzks/ReleI s )

COLOURS INKS AVAILABLE

Qi

. Inkjet Refills are an economical way of re-
charging your existing cartridge All inks come
_ complete with gloves, syringe and easy to use
“instructions.
‘Single  20ml Any Colour
Twin 2x20ml Any Colour  £10.00a
Bulk 125ml Any Colour £21.00b

WGartridgeMate' A new and

&
/0

\CYIOEIG TG
GBI il
£6.00a HeB

REWEREURpIY

TiEiC

GO/

(Extend_e.déyyarranty‘} (H Har(lware Upgl adesl

A7000/A7000+ 3years  £94.00 . (170mbIDE 25" HD | | | /%65, 00c / PCBMK2 - F*eiurbexch £149.00d
A7000/ A7000+ Syears £188.00 .  340mbIDE 25'HD ' "‘295'.006 easy to use cartridge refill system for : E it
RPC StrongARM 3 years ~ £235. QO  B4gh IDE 35" HD £169.00c  HP 51626A high cap. cartridges
RPC SirongAHM 5 years 4.3gb '8CS| 3 .. £299,000 ; A sefill system with no mess

: ) ~ R59:000, Comprlses GanrldgeMaie & 2 x 40ml

= Momtors

i { ” Ink Tanks cadridge net included £30.00b
Acorn AKF60 Risc.0S 3. 1 Upgmde ChIDS : “Ink Tank 2 x 40ml 529.093
HuscTV (Irlam) ' I We a!sq-cafry alarge §rock of inkjet
: Telerext modure for.above' £45/00a o cartricdges and ribbons )
CS| 1 ~E110i000s, <0 W 3
N ( Printable Items ) and78 . fm ol
| 32b|t (powar tac) "'-2205 Ooc | Colourn Wear (2 white Baseball Caps +
: \/ Tuner + Teletext  £169.00c . 8 transfer papers) ~ £10.50b (B argam B asemei lt '
 All Upgrades fitted free if ordered Colour'n Wear (2 white T Shiris Alderbarron (Evolution)  £5.
; wirh Computer else £18. 00 .+ 4'transfer papers - '£13.50b Boxing Manager  (Krisalis) £5.00a
; =2y GolcurnW" ; e R & Frame-It 1 or 2 (Davyn)each £5.00a
= R S'C(tnnet‘s | (4 transfer papers gn|y) £9.00a b Publisher irregular frames
RPC Upgrades ) o SPEC!AL OFFER T {10transfer papers only) £1350b  Hero Quest (Krisalis) £15.00a
ATO00F 16Mb EDOF{AM 56000 % J, /Design & Print Mouse Mat £4.00a Landmarks full range(LL)each £28.00a
C ol 4 : Plustec OpticPro 4831 p .~ Col Inkjet matt photo white paper Magic Pockets (BitMap) £13.00a
77A4 Colour Flatbed Scariner 300x600 oy 22 Sheets x 120gms . E5'50b MURIBBox (Topo) £20.00a
650 ‘Scanner + PGiSoftware . £69.00d ), | Software Y DN (lopo) E17a0a
\ : PhotoBase193os,50s,60s EachiLl) £39.00a
259,00C . AboyesfiinagmasterFwain 289004 e 1 EioleBe: Beha ) £09.00
RiscPC 2MbVRAMsimtec  £9500c  _«Epson GTX5500 csi £239,00d! ArtWorks (CC) £99.00g P.:'m:n‘s':‘;eg ( 3::"3) QQOAOOa
2 podule Backplane £34.00a. | [Epson GT9500 para/scsi  £539,00d Bitfalio 7 Clipart O _ (Lino) £40.00e (B ALECAS, é YlTeI;) Gt
486-DX4-100 PCUpgrade  £198.00d 5, ' Image Master/Twain Driver  £35,00a Xmas Customs CD (S/Ease) £15.00a gc'enlce crIRgRE=3 (YITM) £40.00a
586-100  PC Upgrade .+£292.00d" % : ~——/ Doom Trilogy 3xCD (RCom) £33.00a mall ., (Virgo) £15.00a
586-133 512k PC Upgrade ~ £360.00d Printers ) 4 Descent" (RCom) £30ig0a’ " SmA & (4Mation) £37.00a
Access+ Card £189,00c Canon 4 Empire Soccer (Empire) £24.00a gmgn il:esM L(4M3t)930h £17.00a
Strong Arm upgrade 233 , £289.00c BUC-250 (colour)  £109.00d Impression Style (CC) £79.00¢ Tm g Iel ad, a“g-(?rMa‘) Ef;-gga
Audio Mixer “£39/00a BUC-4300 (colour) £139,00d ~  Personal Accounts 4(Apricot) £40.00a iny Puzzle € opo) a
Movie Magic £979,00¢ BJG-4650 [ (AGcolour) £299.00d  Prophetd (Apri)£168.00c = 5
Risc OS 3.7 Chips + Software £64.006%,  BJC'620. | (colour) £229.00d Simon theSorcererCD(G/W) £38.00a _ How To Ot‘def
Second Slice no PSU £88l00d+ . Epson. : These are justa small selection of Cheques? shofld e madel
Second Slice with PSU £139. Q™ &8 Stylus 440 (colour) " £129.00d D Co
i _ payuble o Davyn mputers
Sound Card £34.00ba’ g:y1u5 ggg (cclour) 12179,00d 4 Credif. Cards: yo
Menz"' rabllla s byVisa,  Delta,

p ,Styfus 1520 “Electron, or Mastei

£4.75a make no charge for thi

Acom China Mug SIU ESO 006

£09.00d

Acom Parker Pen £4.50a DeskJ&t420C (colour) ‘memoty upgrade 2mb " new £79.00a ‘payment  until goods
Acomn HTML Mouse Mat £5.50a ‘DeskJet 690C (colour) £149,00d memory/upgrade 4mb: new £89.00c :dispdlch, We  need thc Cau
Laserdat 6L (Black) £318.00d  Rower Supply Reflrb(Exen £40.000 ﬂﬂﬂiﬁ;} a;:'j“i D
Ad 1200 Laser  (black) £1089,00d backpiane4pod sl £30.006 ‘um.];,u:
B ~.Floppy Drive SIU £30.00b
u . “memory upgrade 1mb . new. £35.00a
spec.al Offer ® Power Suppty Refub/Bxch, £40.006" . ¢
: 000 N XN AY N £10.00
RISC OS 3.71 in ROM . Floppy.Drive s/ £50,000 e CoutierLarge  £15.00
- Keyboard * S/IY .£20.00b / Ol‘i‘i_cin!-.Orders. wre welcome from UK

Floating Point Accelerator

~ memory. upgrade 2mb new £89.00a .?dtu.almn amj government msn]lutln;n
) . mem b de4mb n £65.0 invoices are due for payment within 14
8MB RAM (ITldX 136MB) .g‘gs R HafurbiEx?I: £90. Ogg 7 uys and are subject to carriage and late
32x CD-ROM + 2GB hard dr Power Supply. Refurb/Excti’ 30,00 Lnment charges). 4
i b Power Supply Refurb “£40:00¢ VAT is included:
14" monitor + 80W Speakﬂi 7 'élamo = s Order Address: please send your
5 . ; oppy ' Drive: new xod.0lc orders 1o;
1 year on site warranty £8 % 1, Keyboard, S/U £20.00b Davyn Computer Services
FREE £2 c lity sof C 47 g memory upgrade 1-2mbnew. £34.00a "T'he Workshop'
00 of gua Ly softgran . memory upgrade 1-4mbnew £65.00a off  Princess  Street, Sandal,
Plus one of the software bun 0 Refurb/Exch £99.00d Wakefield, West Yorks. WF1 SNY
FOUNDATION BUNDLE EXTR Z //\" | Ag20 Opening Hours:
Floppy Drive new £89.00c
High quality mouse mat High quality mouse mat Kﬁﬁfgafd S/U £20.00b Monday 9.30- 5.30
Deaw, Palnt EA plas: oraNEAS RS memory upgrade 2-4mb new £59.00a Tuesday 9.30 - 5.30
- wordprocessor fram Icon Technology - wordprocessor from lcon Technology PCB Refurb/Exch £99.00d chnesday 9.30- 5.30
Darryl the Dragon Resultz 2 o W 3
- adventure story from 4mati - 0a rful spreadsh g sdav =
Mathe: one million werksheets o ol St HAPPY NEW Thilrsdayiass.50 - .30
- computation 5-7 from CCS Rhapsody 2 F]]day 9.30 = 7.30
Gordon's Groovy Granny - music program from Clares YEAR'
-pnughly story from sherston software Pandoras box L] Sﬂ[urday 930 = 530
TinyArt - 3D game from Fourth Dimensicn

- Junior Art program from Topologica
Acorn Explorer

The Big Picture

Terms: All products, prices and specifications are offered in good
- for all your graphics needs from Logotron

faith and are subject to change without notice. We Process all orders

"}“"_‘“h"ai"_‘"ﬁ course for RISC OS from T"“"“’f‘* greatest hits CD immediatly, but suppliers do sometimes keep us waiting. Goods are
Ki:;%:t:;j;mng éf&%csg’hi':e'"'ngﬁzftmm At guaranteed but are not supplied on approval. Retuns and cancellations
- CD of legends of Saxan Conguast from GSH | + off-line browser can only be accepted by prior agreement and there may be a restocking

and administration charge A full copy of our terms are available upon
request, E&.O.E 3rd December 1998

6 ArgoSphere activities
+ off-line browser




Simon Anthony looks and listens
to the latest Clares music package

ave always had a musical ear, one with a classical bent to

Years ago, at the dawn of computerised music making on
the BBC micro, 1 bought a copy of Island Logic's Music
System. Ever since then I have wanted an up-to-date music
application that would let me - a non-musician but almost
professional listener — compose the music I know 1've got in
me in the way that Island Logic did.

The Ample programming language with the Hybrid
hardware came next but suffered from a messy interface with
no real feel to it. A tool to let the music out without getting
in the way of the flow would be a wonderful thing. Such a
tool has existed for ages in the form of the expensive but
otherwise splendid Sibelius package and now at last it is
available as an affordable and very powerful package from
Clares.

Rhapsody is an old name but version 4 is a totally re-
written package which does just what | have been looking
for at a price | can manage; in terms both of money and the
time taken learning how to use it. This will not be a what
happened next follow up to reviews of earlier versions of
Rhapsody as that has been done before in other places. This
is aimed at the newcomer as an introductory view.

Clares say that the minimum specification for running
Rhapsody 4 is a 4Mb RISC OS 3.1 machine with a hard disc
and at least an ARM3. Clares have made a musician’s tool -
or so it looks to me - but one which is not off-putting to
those of us who aren’t already musically trained. Within a
few minutes of getting it running I had created my first not-
very-musical offering. But I did have to get it running to start
with.

Setting up

The review machine was a Risc PC SA (with too much
memory cos it's cheap these days). What I did not have was a
lot of free space on my hard disc. About 3Mb is required for
a full installation which equates to over 10Mb if your hard
disc is a big one - individual files take up much more space
on a big drive because of the Logical File Allocation Unit -
maybe not an obviously relevant comment here but essential
to know about at any time.

Figure 1 shows the standard Clares installation screen as
tailored for Rhapsody, their credit system allows two
installations, one to work with, one for backup. Ensure all the
ticks are in place for a first installation, repeating the job later
after an un-installation takes only a few seconds with all but
“Install Application” left un-ticked as only the credit needs to
be put back. Halfway through my initial installation the
drive filled up and aborted showing me a window
which left me worrying that one ‘life’ had been
irretrievably lost.

But no, all was well, however | had to un-
install the failed copy to recover the lost credit
and then free up space on my drive before
trying again. | don’t like this installation
system but we have to put up with it in .

a world of software pirating. Clares offer

e Rha"psocly 4)
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“Rhapsody 4 ,

i Restoring BootResources.!Fonts. PMS. Music.Outlines

Figure I: Installing Rhapsody 4 takes away one credit

a £500 reward for information leading to a
conviction. Be very careful when entering
your details because apart from anything
else you will see them every time the
application starts up.

First run

Once all was happily on the hard drive and
running; clicking the new-look yellow pen
icon on the bar brought up the welcome
banner and a version of the now ubiquitous
‘Tip of the Day’ window followed (20 odd
seconds later or after a rapid click which
clears the banner) by Figure II. The first of
these shows a view through the main
symbol menu window.

This is possibly the most versatile
window | have ever used. It is not only
multi-function but also has at each end of
the lower part of the window chevrons and
arrows. These point in the direction in
which you can horizontally scroll or flick
your way from one end to the other of over
200 notation symbols. These symbols are
shown only when the window is in one of
the three possible symbol entry edit sub-
modes, more of which later. Symbol edit
itself is selected by clicking on the icon
shown highlighted to the right of the red
Delete cross icon at the top of Figure 1L
This is the default situation.

For a first day with Rhapsody 4, 1
suggest leaving the selected icons where
they are and move on to where the music
gets written. As it's default this window
shows a treble clef on a stave; you don't
have to worry if you don’t know what one
is as you can still make music with it. To
the left of the clef is it's name in red and
the associated internal voice and MIDI
details if any.

If you jump in feet first and try to make
sounds without looking at the book you
can manage a wave-synth beep for each
line of the stave clicked on. Clicking gives
the window input focus and once it's there
two red lines containing a yellow slider -
the entirety called the cursor - are
displayed. These arrows sit either side of
the musical symbol which can now be
edited - or the yellow zone space between
the red lines can be worked on. In this
editing mode the keyboard arrow keys will
move the on-screen cursor around left and

Acorn User January 1999
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arrows up and down the stave - playing a
note at the appropriate pitch as it goes.

There just had to be a way to stick a note
in place using this method, this is a facility
[ greatly miss from the old BBC days.
Pressing the space bar did the trick. To add a
note in front of the current space press < (a
comma really as there is no need to press
Shift as well), to add a note after it press >
(the full stop un-shifted). There are many
ways to do the same thing in Rhapsody, one
of them is bound to fit your way of working.

For example with a few extra clicks a
note’s pitch can be altered. First press
delete to kill the note nearest the targeting
red arrows in the yellow cursor edit zone.
Now move the up/down arrows to the right
place on the stave and then click Select on
the green downward pointing arrow as
shown at the top left of Figure III. Or, drag
it with Shift+Select. Or slip it up or down
with Control+Shift+up/down. The red
cross would also delete a selected symbol
and the left and right downward pointing
arrows in that window would place a new
note to the left -before- and right -after- the
selected note.

This flexibility feels very good to me but
if one method is a bit too cumbersome or
slow for you try one of the other editing
modes or use a mixture of them all. They
can be switched between by hot keys as
well as by use of the window icons.

The ergonomics of note and symbol
entry are very much a personal thing and
so the program has been written to cope
with the many and varied methods which
amateurs and maybe even the odd real pro
may use. Certainly all the frills one would
expect from a truly professional music
package are here but they just take a bit of
looking for.

By using just the simple stuff it is easy to
produce something like the tune shown in
Figure III very quickly, it's also great fun
and educational too. Musical notation
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notes and/or rests in a bar are flagged
automatically, the message being removed
when you get it right. This is very helpful
as the music can sound rhythmically very
odd when what was right gets put out of
step without you noticing what you did
wrong. I have no doubt the facility can also
be turned off. Bar lines can be added
automatically too.

When you get in to it full scores can be
produced such as are demonstrated with
the package. Figure IV shows part of a little
thing by Bach, it is only lack of paper
which stop me showing a full size score as
Rhapsody 4 can handle entire orchestras.

Symbol entry mode is just one of eight
displays which the main window can
present. Each has the same top half
containing the icons with which the
multiple alternative lower halves are
selected. They can be selected by clicking
on the icons in the top half, from the left
they are: Voice and Program changes to the
MIDI setup, Text and Lyrics editing and
display facilities, Trills and Trill definitions,
Guitar Chords - which for some reason
killed my copy of the program every time I
clicked on its Play button. I think there
may be still a few problems here.

The list of icons continues with Tempo,
Volume and Expression changes, MIDI
event data and finally something which is
called “Other editing tools” by the
interactive help program. These are
duplicate commands to essential keyboard
short-cuts which are so detailed that
anyone would need help remembering
them. Add the assistance of the Acorn
interactive helper here again and all of a
sudden all the things you wished you could
do with the score but thought you couldn’t
become easily possible. For example
making two notes into a syncopated dotted
rhythm with Control+Y (*Y).

There are six icons just to provide
kerning to make the display look perfect,
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Figure V: You can tweak the display to produce very good quality views

among many other tweaks. The window in
this mode is shown in Figure V. The three
versions of the edit modes are Cursor mode
(the default as described above), Quick
mode where clicking on the symbol enters
it at once to be positioned with the cursor
keys and Drop mode editing where clicking
on the stave enters a pre-selected symbol at
once where you clicked. Another nice
point is that the title bar shows the new
editing state of the window. How many
other applications do this?

I don't like the Acorn help application,
and nor do Clares because they provide
Bubble Help as well as sundry other handy
tools as shown in Figure VI. A strange
omission is a lack of an electronic on-line
helper running in something like
IStrongHelp but 1 am told this is in
production as we speak. At a first glance it
may look as if a major omission is the lack
of Undo-Redo, I need this facility
frequently in wordprocessors (and don't
have it there either) but anyone who can
use the system at all can also redo what
they last did so very fast that it could be a
waste of function key real-estate to use up
two for this facility.

There is a clipboard facility which is
designed to be used when large areas are
being worked on, copied or deleted. The
manual explains that function key oddities
exist but only after careful thought,
inasmuch as Save is not on F3, it is F11, F1
to F10 are used as symbol short-cuts and it
would be a pain to have a normal F3
function.

The power of this package comes in

When 1 first tried it
my card was not set up
at all and when it was asked to make a
sound by Rhapsody the whole machine
crashed. This looked as if it was a Rhapsody
fault, but it persisted even after two
complete re-installations but went away at
once when [ took the ailing board out.
Unfortunately there was no sound at all
then.

This was eventually found to be due to
the fact that Rhapsody assumes that MIDI
is in and working and so defaults to using
it, Rhapsody has to be hand-shifted back to
the internal sounds before it will make a
peep. Dave Jackson at Clares immediately
e-mailed me a fix - even though it was my
board that was at fault but unfortunately I
didn’t get it working in time for this review.
Watch this space for further
details.

Of particular importance
for any major application is
the manual. This is a ring-
bound tome packed full of
very easy to read, well
indexed and as far as I can
see accurate and complete
details essential for the
learning curve - but not
essential to having fun as
after only a while vou will
be using it like a pro.

The manual is laid out
like an extensive tutorial
starting with the basics
and ending with

customisation options.
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for each piece can be achieved and saved
with it which will produce a totally
professional output with all the trimmings
- but an explanation and an understanding
of that together with about 99% of the
other features of this massive application
will have to wait until you buy it.

I thoroughly recommend this
application as it provides all I could wish
for and a lot more besides. I am looking
forward to playing at my MIDI keyboard
and then editing the result on screen. Step-
time, semi real-time, real time, note
by note, chord and note clusters, any type
of composition and notation, you name
it, it’s there. There is no doubt
that the application will
grow with you but this
purchase will not leave
you wishing for more -
you will already have
it. A real pleasure

and a relizlbleA
tool. U

Product details

Product: Rhapsody 4

Price: £100 inc VAT (£69.95 upgrade
from Rhapsody 3, other
discounts available with other
Clares music products)

Supplier: Clares Micro Supplies, 98
Middlewich Road, Rudheath,
Northwich, Cheshire CW9 7DA

Tel: [+44] (0) 1606 48511

Fax: [+44] (0) 1606 43512

Web: www.claresmicro.com

(available soon)



3.5" IDE Hard Discs

Drive
£42
£52
£59
£65
£72
£91
£97
£99

£112

£119
£129
£152

210 Mb
420 Mb
540 Mb
850 Mb
1.1 Gb
2.1Gb
2.5Gh
3.2Gb
42Ghb
5.1Gb
6.3 Gb
8.2 Gb
10 Gb £179 £226
1.8 Gb 5%"  £197 £244
"Plus ifface’ price includes an
APDL fast IDE interface.

2.5" IDE Hard Discs

A3020_ 3010/3000
£79

£36

£49 £99
£59 £109
£67 £117
£72 £122
£84 £134
£89 £139
330 Mb £94 £144
420 Mb £99 £149
512 Mb £120 £170
800 Mb - £178
2.1Gb - £197

A3010/3000 includes APDL IDE

interface, A3020 includes fitting kit

SCSI Hard Discs

210 Mb £35
420 Mb  h/h £55
540 Mb £68
1Gb £79
4.2Gh £159
4.2 Gb £185
8.7Gb h/h £309
'/h' indicates half-height approx 12
inches high, others are 1" high.

IDE CD ROM drives

Internal
Drive with all cables and drivers
Jor RO 3.6+ where required
24x £47
32x £49
36x £54
Drive including APDL IDE interfuce
24x £94
32x £96
36x £101

£81

£87
£107
£112
£119
£138
£l44
£146
£159
£166
£176
£199

30 Mb
60 Mb
80 Mb
120 Mb
170 Mb
210 Mb
250 Mb

h/h

External
Drive in case with power supply and
including an APDL IDE interface.
Probably the best way to fita CD to a
pre- RISC-PC machine.
£151
32x £155
Jox £160
CD ROM driver software
Works with most ATAPI CDs i
Goldstar, Hitachi, Lite-on, Mitsumi,
Panasonic, Samsung, Pioneer, Toshiba,
Sanyo, NEC, ete. Includes CDFS so can
be used with RISC-08 3.5. Intended for
the RPC but can be used with an A5000.
Only £8 or £7 with a drive

Risc PC RAM

24x

8 Mb

16 Mb

32 Mb

32 Mb High Clearance
64 Mb from

2 Mb VRAM

1 Mb to 2 Mb exchange

Datafile PD CDs
rPD CD-3
PD CD-4
PD CD-5

Various games

Emotions  (RPConly)  £14.95
Flying High (RPConly)  £14.95
Fire and Ice (not S/Arm)  £8.50
Hero Quest (not S/Arm)  £7.50
Quest for Gold £6.00

Plus i/face

Public Domain, Shareware and other low cost hardware and software for Acorn computers

! A ; ;
b'i':’mit::w %@ @ i ? Vg rsimeet] _meDGI’C_Iﬁ!‘Q

Prices include VAT and UK carriage except hard drives add £5 for internal drives, £8 external

This is only a fraction of what we have available. We also have thousands of discs PD and Shareware and around 500 dises of
Acorn format clip art. For a full catalogue on 800K or 1.6Mb disc please send 50p or two Ist class stamps or see our web site.

— ™
Association of
Shareware

Phone: 0181 778 2659

APDL, 39 Knighton Park Road, Sydenham,
Fax: 0181 488 0487

London SE26 5RN
www.apdl.co..uk/

. visA |

APDL Public Domain, Clip Art and other CDs

APDL PD-1 The best PD CD from the best PD library, Over 1,800 programs and utilities,
more than 100 novels, etc. No games, clip art, music, or other non-serious stuff.

.7 Around 700 games and novelties, over 250 games cheats and over 200 demos
APDL PD 2 plus over 2,000 music files and more than 550 digitised sound samples. .

DTP-1 and DTP-2
DTP-3

Each have over 500Mb of clip art files, all ready to use in Acorn
Draw, Sprite or Artworks format. Ideal for use in education.

The third highly acclaimed APDL clip art CD. More than 720Mb of material. Great
for schools or anyone who needs a huge collection of clip art at a sensible price.

only £12.50
Both for just £22
only £12.50

only £15 each
only £17.50

DTP-1 plus DTP-2 plus DTP-3, just £40

DTP-4
Games CD 1

Fantasy Pictures

Education
edoeeced
Earth in Space

Wizard Apprentice
P D .

collection

APDL ideA fast IDE interface
* No complicated setting up. It's self-configuring so just plug it in!
* Uses DMA (Direct Memory Access) on Risc PC. More than twice as fast as the
built in IDE interface or others which don't use DMA.
* Includes CDFES and ATAPI CD drivers for many popular CD ROMs.
* Four devices, any combination of CDs and hard drives.
« Up to 8 partitions, so you can have large drives on pre RO 3.6 machines
« Software in flash EEPROM for easy update with VProtect for earlier machines.
+ Can use DOS formatted drives or removable discs.
« Supports the new range of Syquest SparQ) low cost 1Gb removable drives.
« Connectors are available for external drives or CD ROMs
« Fits A310, A400, A5000, A540, A7000 and any RiscPC.
All these features for the incredibly low price of just £52
A version for the A3000, A4000, A3010 or A3020 is available with all the
above features. Supports two internal and two external devices - £67

Syquest SparQ 1Gb removable drive
The 1Gb SparQ drive is the ideal solution for backing up larger hard drives
where old technology like a Zip drive just isn't realistic. Big enough to hold a
lot of data, and with our interface, faster than a built-in hard drive on a RiscPC
s0 you can use it as an extra hard disc. Dises are much cheaper than anything
of comparable size, just £29. The drive can be fitted in a 3V2" or 5'4" drive bay.
SparQ internal IDE drive with APDL fast IDE interface just £199

NEW - APDL printer port Syquest drive
At last, you can now have a 1Gb Syquest SparQ printer port drive at a realisti
price. It isn't as fast as the IDE version but you can fit it to any machine with a
bi-directional printer port (ic. anything with a hi-density floppy drive) and
move it between machines, With Acorn and DOS driver software. just £199

ACE 586 PC cards

Available with 128K cache from just £199 or 512K cache from £299. We ca
offer a trade in against your old card, which makes it even cheaper. Good
performance for Windows at a sensible APDL price.

Our new clip art CD. Over 12,000 clip art files, plus more than 400 Artworks files and
170 high quality colour pictures. All catalogued and complete with thumbnail images

A collection of twenty of the best PD games of all types. Ready to run direct
from the CD on almost any machine. Hours of fun for an unbeatable price.

By request from our customers, the pictures from the Fantasy section
of the APDL catalogue. Lots of Sword 'n Sorcery pics and many others

A CD from APDL especially for schools. Has all the things we
know you want. More than 5,000 Acorn format clip art images,
hundreds of e-texts, over 300 popular and useful programs. . ..

Pictures, databases, information on stars, planets, moons, space
missions, ete. ete. A huge amount of data at a realistic price.

Have you got what it takes to become a Wizard? 100 levels of
this great game with superb graphics and sound. RISC-PC only

New version now has eight games. AlfaXL5, Pharoahs Secret Tombs,
Last Cybermoch, Sea Trek, Caves of Confusion, Robocatch, and two
new additions, Gold Run and Jewels of Jezabar. Also available on disc.

only £19.50
only £7.90

only £7.90

£16.50
Ten for just £79

only £9.90
new low price

£14.95
£17.50

General software

Faster PC - £20 The alternative XT PC
emulator. Works on any model with 2Mb
RAM from an A3000 to a Strong ARM RPC.

PowerBase - £15 Popular extremely
powerful but very easy to use database. With
examples, tutorials and printed manuals,
Better than most products costing many|
times the price. Does everything that 99% ol
database users will ever need.

MenuBar - £15  The very best pull-down
menu system. An absolute essential for any
hard disc user. You can switch between up to
30 different menu bars. Incredibly easy to set
up, add items to menus, move them, etc.

Tiger - £15  Lets you use very long]
descriptive filenames. Unlike some products
this is very robust as it works in parallel with
the filer so can't corrupt discs.

WorkTop - £15 Switch between up to 30|
different environments with a single mouse
click. Stars the tasks you require, opens
directories, loads files, changes screen mode.
Just like moving to another computer. A
essential productivity tool.

Ancestry Plus - £59 The long awaited
replacement for Graham Crow's very,
popular Ancestry genealogy program is now
available. Desktop version of the original
program with some features of Ancestry 2
(not written by Graham). A discount i
offered to users of Ancestry or Ancestry 2
Upgrade prices, Ancestry 1 - £50, Ancestry 2 - £40

Data Safe - A new concept in backup and data security

A new idea from APDL, Data Safe consists of an external case to hold a 3.5" IDE
hard drive, connected to your machine's printer port. This gives a large capacity
portable drive, movable between machines and locations. Ideal for backup, secure
data storage and transport. The filer has all the features of our ideA card so you

can partition drives, password protect partitions, etc, Great for schools. Supply
your own drive or we'll fit one for you.
Data Safe Super has the drive fitted in a removable drawer. You can fit a similar

drawer to your Risc PC (best if you use our IDE card) and then just unplug the
drive from the RPC and transfer data to another machine using the Data Safe.
Prices start at £104 or with a 3.2Gb drive from just £199
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efore I kick into a breakdown of the
B example program [ showed you last
month, there's a little bit of groundwork
every Java programmer should understand. I
know I promised not to overload you with
boring jargon, but here are three
fundamental words that you should know
before embarking on a Java journey:
methods, objects and classes. I'll give a quick
breakdown of what they mean, and then
move onto something far more interesting.

In Java we call functions methods. In our
example program init() and action() are methods: there is a
subtle difference between Java methods and C functions, but it’s
not enough to keep you awake at night. Method names should
be written in mixed case, with the first letter in lower case and
the first letter of each subsequent word capitalised, as in
addEntryToMenu() and checkStatus(). When talking about
them [ will always put brackets after method names so it's
obvious that they are methods and not simple objects.

A class is a collection of methods, variables and constants, all
lumped together in one place. Classes can be based on other
classes; this is known as inheritance and is one of the powerful
aspects of the Java class system. One example of a common class
is the String class, which provides Java with lots of methods for
manipulating strings. Class names should be in mixed case with
the first letter of each word capitalised, as in WindowFrame and
CountryAttributes.

An object is defined as ‘an instance of a class’, which is about
as clear as mud if you're not already an object-oriented
programmer. In simple terms it’s easier to think of an object as a
variable whose type is a class, so to create a button you would
define an object of class Button, or to create a label you would
define an object of class Label; both Button and Label are classes
because they are a combination of methods, constants and
variables all neatly packaged up into self-contained entities.

Object names that are available to entire classes (these objects
are known as ‘fields’) are written with the same mixed case as
methods; you can tell fields and methods apart because methods
always have brackets after them. However for objects that are
local to specific methods the convention is normally to use all
lower case, though many people stick underscores in there too.

So, programming in Java is all about creating and
manipulating objects of certain classes using various methods.
It's a lot more exciting than that description makes it sound,
believe me.

A typical Java program

Onto our example program from last month, then, which is on
this month'’s cover disc as ExQ1/java; you can look at the results
of running this applet by loading the HTML file index/htm! into
your browser and looking at the ‘Basic program structure’

@‘

Mark Moxon continues his
series on RISC OS Java
programming with a closer look
at how Java programs work

the universe

and Java

section. Going through the program line by line will help us to
learn quite a bit about Java, but don't expect to understand
everything straight away: as with all languages, it's using it that
really teaches you how to speak it, and we'll be looking at
everything in more detail as the series proceeds.

Some fundamentals: Each complete statement is terminated
by a semi-colon: without the semi-colon Java will give you lots
of errors because it doesn’t consider simple carriage returns to be
statement terminators (this is like HTML and C). Also multiple

B
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lines of code can be grouped together by
enclosing them in curly crackets, which
can be nested. The whole of the main
ExO01 class definition is grouped together
in this way, and other examples include
each of our method definitions in the
program, and the if statement in the
action() method.

The import section: At the start of
most Java programs you need to tell Java
which class libraries you will want to use.
The class libraries are part of Java itself
and simply contain all the classes that
make up Java (and hence all the methods,
constants and variables); unlike BASIC
you have to explicitly load class libraries if
you want to use their methods. The
import statement is similar to #include
in C, and in our example we import the
Applet class (as our application is an
applet) and all the awt classes (members
of the abstract windowing toolkit, which
provides classes for buttons, menus,
windows and so on).

The class definition: Java programs
are mainly made up of class definitions
(which, as we have seen, contain method,
variable and constant definitions). Our
program contains one class called Ex01,

|

the definition of which is introduced by
the class statement in the third line in the
program. The public part means that the
class can be accessed by all programs and
the extends Applet bit means that the
program is an applet (in other words it
can be embedded in a web page with a
specified amount of page space) as
opposed to an application (which is
generally a stand-alone program).

Variable declarations: The Label,
TextField and Button lines declare three
objects, giving each object a class
and a name. These statements don’t
actually allocate memory yet (the new
statement does that) but their positioning
defines what is called the scope of the
objects, or which parts of the program can
actually access these objects. In this case
the objects can be accessed by any
methods defined inside the ExO01 class,
namely the init() and action() methods:
in other words these three objects are
fields.

The init() method: In an applet the
init() method is called automatically
when it is run (in an application it is the
main() method). The Ex01 applet’s init()
method defines and adds a label, a text

i
o

Fresco: Life, the universe and Java 1.0.2 |E]
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Text fields

This is what the example applet demonstrating text fields produces when included inan HTML page:

Labels

This is what the example applet demonstrating labels produces when mcluded in an HTML page: L5

Intéresting timas!

Buitons

This is what the example applet demonstrating buttons produces when included in an HTML page:

s |

Text areas

This is what the example applet demonstrating text areas produces when included in on HTML page:

[rou can cick in this wil
[Yeu can click i this wiff

You can click in this wi II
IYou can click in this wifiT|
[You can click in this wi

oo
Clicx hme’

Fetched from local cache

Text fields, labels, buttons and text areas as shown by Fresco and Acorn’s JVM

Acorn User January 1999
http://www.acornuser.com/

field and a button to the display. The void
part of the method definition means that
the method doesn’t return a value, unlike
the action() method which is defined as
returning a boolean (true or false) value.
Note also the empty brackets in init()
which show that init() is a method that
takes no arguments; action(), on the
other hand, takes two arguments, an
event and an object of unspecified type.
The brackets must be included even if
there are no arguments.

The action() method: This method is
called when an action, such as a mouse
click on a button, is performed. Our
action() method checks to see if it was
our button that was clicked, and if it was
it sets the text in the text field to say
thank you. The method returns a boolean
value: we'll look at why in a moment.

Creating and adding objects

Now let’s take a closer look at the two
main parts of the program, the init()
method and the action() method. The
init() method is made up of three pairs of
lines; the first line sets memory aside for
an object, and the second adds that object
to the applet’s display.

Memory is set aside for an object using
the new command, where new is
followed by what is known as the
constructor for the relevant type. An
object’s constructor is simply a method
with exactly the same name as that
object’s class, so to create a new button
you would use new Button(), and a new
text field would use new TextField().

Most constructors can take arguments
to enable initial values to be set at the
same time; all the definitions in our
example program have arguments,
denoting that the label labell initially
contains the text ‘Text field:’, that the text
field textl is ten characters long, and that
the button buttonl initially contains the
text ‘Click here’. These values can be
changed later if required, so if we allocated
memory to labell with the line:

labell = new Label();

we would simply be creating a blank label
labell, the text of which could be set
later. Note that you can only allocate
memory to an object once, but you can
change its contents many times.

Having defined each of our three
objects, we want to add them to the
applet’s display in our web page, and for
this we use the add() method. This
method simply takes the object as an
argument and adds it to the page; we will
see how to control the layout used in later
articles, but for now Java will
automatically take care of where the
objects are placed.

Simple event handling

Having created our objects on the page,
we want to be able to react to them: in
this case, we want a click on the button to



put some text into the text field, and for
this we need to be able to detect a button
click. Actions of this type are handled by
the action() method, which should be set
up as shown to take two arguments, an
object of class Event and a further
argument, whose class is left unspecified
as different event types will pass different
objects via this argument (the Object
keyword indicates that this object’s class
is unspecified).

We can determine the target of the
action - in other words the object
generating the event — by looking at the
value of e.target. This is an example of
the object orientation in Java: e.target
means the object target within the event
object e. When we come to define
multiple classes, this way of accessing the
objects in a class will be important, but
for now it's enough to say that to access
the method method() in object object
you use object.method(), and to access
the variable var in object object you use
object.var. So, to access the target object
in the event e passed to action(), we use
e.target.

If we wanted to specify the full names
of our program’s methods they would
be Ex01.init() and Ex01.action(), and the
three fields would be ExO1.labell,
ExOl.textl and ExOl.buttonl, because
all of these methods and fields are
part of the Ex01 class. However, because
our entire program is inside the
Ex01 class definition we do not need to
include the Ex01 part: if you don't
explicitly put the class name before a

method or field name the current class

is assumed, so for example the
add() methods in our program are
automatically applied to the display for
Ex01.

As mentioned above, the Event class
has a built-in variable target that refers to
the value of the object involved in
the event, and we can test this value,
given by e.target, against our button
button1 with the if construct. Note that
in Java, as in C, we use a double equals
sign when testing for equality, and if the
target object is indeed our button we

imporl java.applel.fpplel;
imporl java.aul.¥;

public class Ex@l extends flpplet {

Label labell;
lextField texll;
Bultan huttont;

public vaid inil() {
laliell = new Label("Text Field:");
addClabell);
Lext ! = new TexlField(1H);
add(textl);
buttonl = new Button("Click here®);
l addCbuttonl);

aclionCt ¢, Dbject arg) {

qel == buttonl) {
textl.setText (" Thank you");
return lrue;

relurn False;

Example file Ex01/java as displayed
in Zap's Java mode

fand

want to set the text in our text field to
thank the user.

Here we see another example of object
usage: because textl is a text field
and the TextField class contains a
method setText() to set the text, we set
the text by calling textl’s setText()
method, in other words text1.setText(). It
takes a while to get your head around
this syntax, but consider what would
happen if we left out the text1 part: how
would Java know whether we wanted set
the text for the text field, the button or
the label? It wouldn't, so we must be
explicit.
~ Finally the action() method must
n true if it has been sucessful, or false

1aven’t dealt with the reported
nd the return keyword takes

this. We'll talk more about
dling next time.

2ds

a number of components
add to your applet in
same way that you can add
buttons and text fields. On the
examples Ex02/java, Ex03/java
X04/java show basic text field, label
button definitions (the latter
including an event handler), and if you
take a look at how each of the definitions
is done, you'll notice how similar they
are: there’s the object declaration, the
memory allocation with new, and the
placement on the applet’s display with
add().

Most objects act in the same way, and
one of these is the text area. Take a look at
the example Ex05/java on the disc, which
defines a simple text area along with a
button. The text area constructor can take
three arguments - the initial text, the
number of rows and the number of
columns - and provides us with a
method, insertText(), that allows us to
insert text into the area. All we do in the
program is to define a text area in the
normal way, and react to a click on the
button by inserting some text at the start
of the area.

Notice how Java automatically
provides us with scroll bars, a caret
(try clicking in the text area) and
keyboard handling (try typing into the
area). This is one of the powerful aspects
of Java: where in BASIC you would need
to spend ages defining a scrolling text
area, in Java everything is provided
automatically.

Next month

Now that we know how to create and
display window components, next month
we can cover lots of ground and learn
about radio boxes, check boxes, scroll bars
and so on. In the meantime check out the
HTML file on the cover disc which
contains a summary of what we have
covered so far, as well as further

information. AU
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R:scOS Computer Systems

Wr\ ‘arranty (On-Site for A7000's only). Carmge included o computers. All machines are single slice.

Backplane fitted to 10M/24M RiscPC only.

233MHz StrongARM now fitted to all RiscPC Computers.

Computer Model with

A7000+ 8MHD1.2Gb

A7000+ 8BMHD2Gb+32CD Peak Performer £875
- The Peak Performer incl. Teko 14" Monitor, Spkrs + one Software Bundle
- Foundation Bundle - StartWrite, Darryl the Dragon, Maths, Gordon's Groovy Granny, TinyArt, Acom Exploror, King Anthur.
- Extreme Bundle - StartWrite, Resultz, Rhapsody?2, Pandora's Box, The Big Picture, Tnskr

RiscPC SA233 4MHD1.2+8xCD (srr21)

RiscPC SA233 10MHD1.2+24xCD (sre26)

RiscPC J233 34MHD1.7+24xCD (srpa1)

14" (Samsung) 17"(VMastr) No Monitor
Acorn NC 16MB(10BaseT) with Mse/Keybd £460

A7000+ NET (10Base2/T Ethernet)

£710 £340
£780 £1040 £670 | |-
£840 £1080 £720 |-
N/A

RiscPC J233 includes the Acorn J233 Internet software pack
comprising !Browse, RisCafe JAVA & OmniClient Il
Add £40 to 14" (Samsung) prices for Samsung 15" Monitor instead.
Add £20 to 17" prices for VisionMasterPro instead of VisionMaster

orce Clipart CD.

N/A |

£1060 £1310 £940
£1235 £1485 £1115 | |-
£1370 £1620 £1250

;3Com |S|:5N L'N Mdem £335¢|

Connect up to 4* computers? to the Internet with

just ONE single ISDN dial-up?® internet account!
This amazingly easy to use unit is suitable for RiscOS, PC, Mac & Unix
' computers and compatible with BT ISDN/HomeHighway services. It provides

- TWO analogue telephone ports for standard telephones, faxes & modems.
- DHCP Server for automatically configuring computers for the network.

- Built-In DNS server.

Ring us now for further information.

* - Expandable to support up to 10 Computers. ! - A JavaScript enabled Web browser is required for access 1o Web Server,
# - Each connected computer must be equipped with a 10BaseT network card. - ISDN line and ISP account not included.
NOTE - PSU, Network cabling for ONE computer and ISDN Cabling is included with the unit.

The All-in

128kbps Multilink PPP ISDN with compression & PAP/CHAP security.
A FOUR® port 10BaseT Hub for networking to each computer2.
Built-In Web server for configuration & diagnostics from a conn'd computer!

Flash upgradeable for user-installable future firmware upgrades.

one Communications Tool for Small Business Internet Access and LAN Services

high speed ISON link
put, and almast

Heroes of Might & Magic Il
DOOM=+ Trilogy for RiscOS
Descent for RiscOS

Abuse for RiscPC/A7000
Syndicate+ for RiscOS
|Frak for RiscPC/A7000

Exodus

New Software Releases
Perfect Christmas Gifts

- A7000/NC - RiscPC with 8Mb RAM & CD-ROM
- A5000 - RiscPC with 8Mb RAM & CD-ROM

- RiscPC with 8Mb RAM & CD-ROM (SA pref'd)
- RiscPC 8Mb RAM, 10Mb HD space, VGA

- A5000 - RiscPC with 8Mb RAM & CD-ROM
- A5000 - RiscPC with 8Mb RAM & CD-HOIE‘L

- A5000 - RiscPC with 8Mb RAM & CD-ROM

XMAS Opening Times
We will be open as usual over the
Xmas period except for the following
days; 25th, 26th, 28th, 30th, 31st
December & 1st January 1999.

CD-RW
£32a
£30a
ra7al| CDBlaze
£22a
£26a
£14a

19a

Yamaha CRW4260t
Recordable & Re-Writeable Internal
SCS| CD-ROM drive complete with
Cumana's !CDBlaze, cables, CDR &

CDRW Disc and PC software.
Supports multi-session, MMC, Audio
Modes 1 & 2, Write-on-the-Fly

£350b Inc

ICDBlaze (Software Only)
TDK 650Mb CD-R disc

TDK 650M CD-R discs (Box10) £17b
TDK 650Mb CD-RW disc

] It

7

£89a
£2a

to

£18al | =

ompatible with all known Internet

o7 |

standand
Phone f%

Al

connection time
eroperahiity and Standard Support,

vice Providers

~Delivers “pawer” user
performance and guaranters
128kbps line speeds

: 8-Part Hub

*Conbining en add

1SON Wall Juck

Power
Supply

nalogue devices
Ringer Equivalency
) of thiee per port

~Eosy ¢onfiguration wtilities
through Web Browser
Gncludes free Microsoft
Intemet Explorer Web browser

tomalic adjustment of data session speed
place o raceive a volce or fax call

multaneous use of two analogue devices

"

Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year to AII eSpemaIIy to our Customers

Monitors (Carriage £10)
ider computers will require an_;::mnmr rid
Samsung 14" Monitor £120
FST, 0.28" dp, 1024x768, 30-54kHz & pre-sels
Samsung 15" Monitor £155
High spec FST Tube with 0.28" dot pitch

llyama VisionMaster 17"£370
High spec FST Tube with 0.26" dot pitch

Ily VisionMaster Pro 17"£390

Very High spec Diamondtron tube, 0.25" stripe

Eu owing prices strictly W!l st B!un!s asIA

RiscPC/A7000 SIMMS
16Mb ECaIIa|32Mb £Calla

High clearance add £5

64Mb ECaIIaHZBMb £Calla
RiscPC VRAM
1MD 2nd use£35d2Mb £79a

Call for details of memory for other models.

Hard Drives i
Quantum 3.2Gb IDE  £120b

Quantum 6.4 Gb IDE £160b
Cheetah 4.5Gb SCSI £520c
10,000rpm Cheetah drives useful for VideoDsk

Simtec IDE Interface  £55a

Supports up to 4 AT devices including Hard
Drives, CD-ROM drives and zip drives.
Add £15 for A3000-A4000 version.

Cumana SCSI Il Card £165b
D-ROM Drives

nternal CD-ROM Drives

Toshiba 32xCD ATAPI £75c

Toshiba 32x CD SCSI £100c

Cable & Fitting Kit £10a

Compatible with RiscOS 3.60 or greater.

Externai CD-ROM Drives
Panas'c 32xCD ATAPIE135¢
Toshiba 32x CD SCSI £160c

External Drives require a suitable Data cable.
1> Networking (Carr. £6
A30X0 EtherLan 102 £130
Archi EtherLan 514 £130
RPC/A7k EtherLan 601 £110
RPC/A7k EtherLan 602 £120

Add £15 lo above prices for Access+

RlscPC Upgrades

RiscO 0 Upgrade £63a
= Above is 5u|lz|hla for RiscPC's only.

233MHz StrongARM  £275b
586-133 PC Card 5120 £Callc
PC Pro vawithout PCExchange) £38a
Windows '95 CD (Full) £80a

- Can be installed without any prev OS present

2nd Slice with PSU  £116¢
2nd Slice without PSU £90c

- Prices of 2nd Slices while stocks last

Printers (Carriage £8
anon BJC-4300 £130
Canon BJC-4650 (A3) £Call
Epson 440 (7z0x720dph £139
Epson 640 (1440x7200pi) £179
Epson 740 (1a40x7204pi) £215
Epson Photo 700 (A4) £185
Epson Photo EX (A3) £375
Epson 850 (14a0x7200)  £270

HP LaserJet 1100 @ppm) £285
Zip/Jaz Drives
nclude Our JazZip tools
- £10if purchased separately
Int SCSI zip drive £115¢
£100c

Ext SCSI zip drive

Ext Para zip + 6 Discs £145¢
- add £29 for RiscOS Parallel Driver
£11a

100Mb zip cartridge
Pk of 6 zip discs+caddy £55b
Int Jaz 1Gb £220/2Gb £295¢
External 2Gb Jaz £305¢

Jaz cartr. 1Gb £68/2Gb £73a

Carriage: a=£2, b=£6.c=£8,d=£10

Budget 56kVoice (Flas
Pace 56k Voice (Flash) £135
Pace 56k Solo (Flash) £190

- The Solo madem can save fax & vaice
- massages without a computer attached!

Pace UltraLink ISDN2 £240
ANT Internet Suite Il £110a
Dual Serial Card £104b

9-25 Archi or PC Wired Modem Cable £12ea.a

YES 16 bit Mozart Card £70aj

3-way Serial T-Switch (incl. comm. cable) £32b |

arringe: a=!

- includes PsiWi

PsiRisc
| £59a
£34a

Adap. £18a |5 M:

- suitable for A3000-A4000

Include ITWAIN & ImageMa:

Dual Serial Card
Joystick I/F ot Risc
Midi Max |l Card

RiscTV Card (Irla

Scart Cable @or 15

ag c=!
Acorn HISCOSE PRMQ
Acorn Volume 5a PRM
Acorn BBC Basic VI Guide
Acorn RiscPC Tech Ref Ma
Budget DTP (Dabs)

'C' A Dabhand Guide (Dabs
RiscOS 3 First Stops (Dabs)

Wimp Programming for All (

Psion 5 8Mb RAM

AutoRoute Express
- one of the best packages for the PB/3a

PsiWin PC Link £80b

ht Video 256
Epson Colour Scanners

Bundles include software for PC's/PC Cards

GTx-5500 SCSI bundle £265
GTx-9500 Para bundle £615
GTx-9500 SCSI bundle £645

T .
DMI50 Dual Midi Card £138b
DMIS0XGS Midi/Synth £335b
FPA for 26MHz ARM3 £67a
Logitech Mouse (Acorn)£29a

Movie Magic (1 only) i
- Includes two VideoCD films |

- with Keying Module (1only)
RiscTV Teletext option £40a

Serial Upgrade (A3000) £27a |
100W Stereo Speakers £20c|

Archax
Card Shop
DataPower2
DrawWorks Des £2
FastSpool+

Font FX &

ImageFS2

Impr. Publisher £136b
MacF$S Lite (CC) £51a
MovieFS £29a
PC Prov2 £38a
Personal Acc'ts £45a
PsiRisc

SiteMaster

SparkFS

Web Design T'kit Eaﬂa
Wing5FS £39;

o Ua
i Aermks (CC £104b
. | Compression £31a
Disc Rescue 2 £43a
Eureka v3 £105b
FireWerkz Pro  £165b
HTML Edit 4+ £47a
Impfesswcn Style £83b
50a | | MacFS £105a
£12a each Mthcrks Light £30a

" gsa b Mr Clippy (iSV) £18a
PC Pro v2 + Exch£46a
PhotoDesk Light£129b
| SiteSeer £Callb
ibelius 7 £7b
trongGuard £24a
-Stich2 £28a

afe
ArtWorks on CD (CC)
ClipArt CD 142 (CC)
Descent (HtscPC BMb)

Doom Trllogy (RiscPC only)
Hutchinsons Encyclopedia 92 for RiscOS £10a [
Hutchinsons Encyclopedia 97 for PC only £5a |
Musical Instruments (MS)
RiseDisc Vol 1, 2 or 3 CD
TopicAntCD (DTP)

TOTS TV CD
Typography Font CD

Ultimate Human Body (DK)
Games (Catriage £2
Prices below whilst stocks Tas
Abuse
Alone in the Dark (Krisalis)
Birds of War (4D) 2Mb
BHP (TBA
Break 147/Superpool (4D)
Chocks Compendium (4D)
Crystal Maze (Sher) Floppy £28/CD £2I:a
Cyber Chess (4D)
DOOM + Trilogy
Drifter (4D)
|| Dungeon (4D)
Dune Il [I\uuuy) (Eclipse)
E-Type Il
Fue & lce (Tlmos Warner)
Fral
£104b | Herons of Might & Magic Il NEW
| Krisalis Collection
| Lotus Turbo Chall2 (Kris)
I Magic Pockets (Reneg)

2203 Real McCoy 2/3/4/5 (4D)
Saloon Cars Deluxe (4D)

£385¢c
n Link

£30a
67a

ains Adaptor £20b
£1%a
£30a
£50a

£50

(Only Two left)

£22a [
£32a |8
£25a |
£28a
QWE..I

ster for RiscOS.

es
Early Essentials (over 7), English (6- ‘!Eyrs}
French (8-16yrs), Junior Essentials (5-11),
- | Maths (Number) (6-16), Maths (Algebra) (6-
16), Maths (Statistics) (6-16), Maths (Geom'y)
6-16), Spelling (over 9), Essential IT, Geog.,
un School 3 (under 5, 5-7, or over 7) f£22a
un School 4 Euﬂdar 5, 5-7, orover 7)
Maths Circus (4Mation)
i Pinydags (Gamesware)
osie & JimTwin Pack
Wizards Revenge

it nersonal c‘l\lers to our
howroom carriage is itemised seperately. The
arriage indicated is for single items. Please
all us for total carriage when ordering more

PC)

£95h Scrabble (US Gold) - | than one item since it is not cumulative.
| Simon the Sorcerer 2Mb erms: Al prices include VAT except books.
£75b [ | Spobbleoid Fantasy (4D) arriage is not included unless otherwise

Stunt Racer 2000 (4D)
Syndicate+
Virtual Golf (4D) 2Mb

tated. Carriage charges apply to mainland UK
excluding remote areas, Scottish Highlands,

hann Isles, IOM), elsewhere al cosi. Orders
MUST be accompanied by a phone number,

rices and spec's subject to change without
otification. Geods subject to availability.

oods not offered on lnal basis. Restocking
ee on non-faulty retums. Educ Inst official

rders accepled. EAOQE
BJC7000 (BJ-60) £2 :
B.lcraoo%ml-m)) il Where to Find Us

Gy em

: WE ARE
BJC-4000 Series i Car Park via Red Gnle

BCI-21Bk Black  £8 | | M63 Junction 12 D

BCI-21C Colour  £15 || Stockport West
BC-20 Fast Black £23 ==y

m) £280b

o £128 1O (BC-01)  £16|6-300 (BI-642) E1
BJ.210 (BC-05) £25
BJ-200 (BC-02) €16
BJ-240 (BC-06) £Call
~ | BJC-600 Series
BJI-201HCbk Black £9
BJI-201bk Black  §6
BUIL20ICMY €8 ea
BJC-800

E|
=

£99.95¢

£29.75¢ | | BJI-643 Black £18|BC-21 Carridge  £32 |
£19.95b | | BJI-643C/M/Y £23 ea, |BC-22 Photo Cart £39 o
nual £49.95¢ | | HP DeskJets-500 ser. |HP Deskdets 600 ser. | |
£5.00a Mono 21 |Meno £22

£23 | Colour 25
£14 |Eps Slyhlsll Black£19 &
£23 |E|

£64 |HPO2274A (LJ4L) E54 '_

Colour

| Eps Stylus Black
Beebug) £10.95a | Eps Stylus Colour
Laser Toner
EP-L (LBP-4)

) £5.00b

Desktop Projects Lt

Unit 2A, Heapriding Busmesq Park, Ford St, STOCKPORT

Cheshire. SK3 OBT. www. desl\topp demon.co.uk
Email: info@desktopp.demon.co.uk. Open Mon-Sat 10.00-18.00 hours.

S Tel: 0161474 0778
Fax: 0161-474 0781

R
. |

Access
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Rob Miller checks out another
selection of sound systems

ln the August 1998 issue 1 looked at
three different ranges of speakers
designed for use with a multimedia-
capable computer such as the
Archimedes. Models from Yamaha, Labtec
and Cambridge Soundworks all got a look
in with the Yamahas coming out on top.
Six months down the line, I've decided to
see what else is on other and, if is the case,
what’s changed in the world of computer
speaker technology.

All Acorn have sound output as a built-
in feature. There’s none of the fuss of
trying to make sure you have the right
drivers, or that your sound card will work
with a given piece of software, which you
aet with a PC. If the software produces
any kind of noise, be it music or sound
effects, an Acorn will just play them. Plain
and simple.

The only minor disadvantage with
having a built-in  sound system
means that you have to make do with
what you're given in the first place. There
are, of course, sound cards

~ such as Expressive Software

Projects’ Minnie card, but /
that's just really a device '
to enable the 16-bit
sound already present
~ in the Risc PC 600
- range. Perhaps the best

purpose-made set of multimecdia speakers,
preferably with the addition of a sub-
woofer to extend the bass range.

This time round I've selected
five different series of speaker system,
namely Aiwa, Altec, Bose, Roland
and Sony. Both the Altec and Aiwa
systems reviewed here come with sub-
woofers, while the Bose and Sony
speakers can be boosted by an additional
sub-woofer unit,

Bose MediaMate

If you have more than a passing interest
in hi-fi equipment you’ll no doubt have
heard of Bose. The company is well
known for it’s high-end audio products,
and especially its speakers. As well as
those for home use, Bose build a lot of
speakers for retail units; not to sell in
them, but to play in them, in shops,
restaurants and so on.

This might lead you think that they're

Speakers

COH G

only good for background muzak, but in
fact it means that Bose have become
experts at getting the best sound out of
the smallest unit, which is perfect when it
comes to multimedia. Bose’s MediaMates
are a prime example.

Like the rest of Bose’s products, the
MediaMates have an elegant, if
understated design, designed to fit in with
any environment. Like all the speakers on
test here, they're supplied in the rather
bland light grey that is so popular with
computer peripheral manufacturers.
Anyway, it’s not what they look like really
that counts but how they sound.

For such small units - they were the
smallest speakers on test if you take
into account that they don't come with a
sub-woofer — the sound they produce
is nothing short of unbelievable. That
may sound like a bit of an exaggeration
but it's hard to see (hear?) quite
how they've managed to squeeze such a
wide response range out of such small

units. i .

Not only do they produce
deep, undistorted bass and
high, clear treble, but the
overall size of th
~ stage is very imp
to boot. With eac

pressive



36

making you feel like you're right in the
middle of it. Probably the best analogy I
can think of is that it's like sitting
between a pair of headphones, which is
particularly good for games such as
Doom.

Sony SRS - PC71

The Sony SRS-PC71 were by far the
strangest looking of all the speakers on
test, even more so than the curvy Aiwa
TS-CD15 system. Supplied in the usual
computer-grey, the speakers are each
comprised of an elongated bass speaker,
plus a small tweeter. One of the units

houses the controls which are all
mounted on the front for easy access.
I was quite surprised by the

lightweight feel of the units as they have
a rather plastic-like quality that you
wouldn’t normally associate with Sony.
Added to this, the controls were a little on
the stiff side although that could be
because they were new. This was most
apparent when trying to change the
volume or tone which meant having to
physically hold the speaker down if it was
free standing.

Soundwise the speakers were pretty

average as well although the addition of

an optional sub-woofer might have
helped. I found that the speakers weren’t
really capable of playing anything loud,
which [ guess won’t be everyone's
requirement, but is essential if you want
them for games. It seems that Sony have
made looks a priority over sound quality

LTS

Aiwa TS-CD15

W
/

‘h..,,,___m

which isn’t exactly the right thing for a
speaker system.

Aiwa TS-CD15

The Aiwa TS-CD15 system comprises
three parts, the two treble speakers and a
single sub-woofer unit. The design is I
guess what you'd call ‘ergonomic’; very
curved and rounded, which makes a nice
change from all the usual sharp corners.
The sub-woofer in particular is a strange
beast and resembles a bread bin with
knobs on. 2

Setting the speakers up is easy with a
single connection from the computer to
the subwoofer with the two treble

speakers plugged into that. Spring-loaded
clamps (like those used in hi-fi speakers)
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. Sony SRS-PC71

are used to join the speaker wire to the
sub-woofer rather than plugs and sockets,
reducing the risk of degrading the sound
with a bad connection.

Unless you have acres of desk space,
you'll more than likely want to position
the speakers near your monitor. Of course
this is fine, given their small size, but it’s
also possible to have them a good few
metres apart due the exceptionally long
wires that they're supplied with. If you do
want them close to your monitor, it does
mean that there’s a lot of loose cable but
you can always tie it up, or even trim it, if
you're sure you won’t want to move them
later on.

Out of all the speakers, the TS-CD15s
seemed the most lightweight when it
came to their construction although I was
pleasantly surprised to hear that this
wasn’t reflected in the sound they
produced. With high frequency sounds
(for example, the sound of running
water), the output was clear and bright.
Likewise, the sub-woofer was capable of
reproducing the bottom end in virtually
any piece of bass-heavy audio thrown at
it.

Altec ACS45 & ACS48

One of the first things to strike me when
I first saw the Altec speakers was their
solid build quality. I'm sure some of you
are saying, ‘yeah, but what about the
sound?” OK, sound is important
(obviously), but you're not going to get a
solid sound unless you have a solid
speaker to produce it. The other striking
feature of the Altecs was their sheer
weight. Both systems turned up packed in
one box which was almost too heavy to
lift.

Both models of Altec speaker come
supplied with a sub-woofer to enhance
the bass range of the sound output. In



Comparison Table

Looks Music
Aiwa TS-CD15 7 8
Altec ACS48/ACS45 8 10
Bose MediaMate 9 10
Roland MA-8 i 9
Sony SRS - PC71 10 7

both cases the sub-woofer is a large and
somewhat cumbersome unit which is
designed to sit on the floor near your
computer, possibly under your desk. The
units are in fact so large that I found
myself using them as footstools.

The relatively short cable supplied that
sits between the computer and the sub-
woofer unit does restrict where the sub-
woofer can be placed in relation to the
computer, although it would be fine to
substitute a longer wire so that you can
position the sub-woofer more out of the
way.

Both Altec systems are powered
through a single 13-amp plug, unlike the
Yamaha speakers [ reviewed last time
which required two power sources to
function. Plugging in the speakers was a
straightforward enough process to the
absence of an on/off switch was a bit
disconcerting at first. Fortunately those
kind people at Altec saw fit to include a
note in the documentation to tell the user
how to turn the units on. Simultaneously
pressing the volume up and down
buttons does the deed and neatly brings
all controls to hand.

So, how do they sound? Well, the sound
is clear and well defined but to be honest, [
couldn’t really hear what, if anything, the
sub-woofers were doing. That was until I
cranked the volume up and fed the speakers
some bass-heavy sounds, at which point
they - how should 1 put it? - Kicked
posterior! Some speakers that have an
‘alleged’ bass response just sound

Game  Practicality  Overall
7 8 30
10 7 35
9 9 37
8 8 32
7 8 32

continuously ‘muddy’ with no real
definition. The sub-woofers in both Altec
systems however, just produce bass notes
when they’re required. Likewise, the treble
response is also excellent with the full range
of frequencies being reproduced clearly.

Roland MA-8

The Roland MA-8s are a couple of
medium-sized monitor speakers supplied
on their own, without a sub-woofer,
though that's not to say that they're
incapable of producing low-end
frequencies. Being old hands in the
professional audio market, Roland know a
thing or two about speakers and the MA-
8s look just like two little practise amps
albeit in computer-grey cabinets.

They're quite heavy and bulky, due to
the large woofers (the bass drivers) in each
unit, which is fine if you have quite a lot
of space, but could be a problem othereise.
Their shape and weight does have one
advantage though as they can function as
a pair of bookends as well as producing
sound. More seriously though, their solid
build quality means that they can be
cranked right up and still sound excellent.

If you're familiar with Roland
equipment, you'll know doubt have
heard of the Roland ‘sound’. It’s difficult
to pinpoint exactly, but all the things that
Roland make produce a good, solid noise

- when you plug them in. It's a bit like the

sound that gets attributed to different car
manufacturers, only more musical.
Out of all the things I tried playing

Roland

. N ‘
i \

Rg:jiand |

Roland MA-8

The future...

Like all areas of the computer market,
audio manufacturers are always
coming up with ideas and
innovations to keep the user
interested and there are plenty of new
products such as DVD (Digital
Versatile Disc), surround sound and
digital speaker technology to do just
that. Let’s hope that Acorn users get
the chance to sample what is
undeniably an exciting time in
computer audio and music.

through the MA-8s, music (and in
particular, techno music) came out
sounding the best, which probably has a
lot to do with Roland’s musical
equipment pedigree. Sound effects from
games were clear as would be expected,
with clarity and definition at both ends of
the frequency range. Perhaps the only
drawback with this system is that they're
ideally suited to a environment where
they can be turned up really loud.

Conclusion

For a quick roundup fo the speakers,
check out the accompanying comparison
table, but first, just a few words about my
favourites.

If you want big noise and plenty of it,
the Altec ACS48s (or ACS45s if you are on a
budget) are the obvious choice. With a sub-
woofer made from wood — yes, wooden
computer peripherals - the system is
capable of putting the average stereo system
to shame. In fact, if you want, you don’t
have to restrict their use to a computer and
they'd be quite happy being driven from a
portable CD player or something else with
a suitable line-out level,

If space is limited, the Bose MediaMates
provide the best solution with a system
capable of producing a full frequency
range from a pair of small units. The build
quality of the Bose speakers is also by far
the best I've come across with any
computer peripheral and makes a
refreshing change the lightweight feel AU
of most things today. ;

& : )
Product details

Availability: Contact your local dealer

System Typical price
Aiwa TS-CD15 £60

Altec ACS45 £75

Altec ACS48 £119

Bose MediaMate = £265

Roland MA-8 £69
Sony SRS - PC71 £72

Note: Due to new legislation manufacturers
with designated dealers cannot give a
recommended retail price. We suggest you
shop around for a good price.
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Studio Quality Products for the
Full-time Graphics Professional
and the Dedicated Enthusiast

PH OTO DESK 3 is the L AaY LSS package which defines studio quality

image editing and artwork on RISC OS machines. It is easy to use but has many
. powerful features, including LAYERS and a sophisticated colour management system
' (CMS) for the full-time graphics professional. £299.50 (£254.89 ex VAT)

., PHOTODESK2 is still available, retaining the CMS but not layers, now only £199.00
(£169.36 ex VAT)

PHOTODESK LIGHT, an economic alternative to PHOTODESKS retains most of its
“Hcreative features apart from the Colour Management
w System, Layers and some features essential to the
professional user. £134.75 (£114.68 ex VAT)
Plug-in Effects . fo e e
Packs are available | ] - :
Photodesk Light will receive a
for all Photodesk y
. complimentary CD-ROM of
packages. Each pack | iy
contains 10 special | useful resources, utilities and
offects: £19.95 . Tutorials. This CD is available to
i | existing users for £24.95.

TOpMOdG' 2 the 3D editing package from Sincronia of Italy has been rewritten to
include many new features including an easy to use interface and the fantastic GEMINI
graphics engine.This package is particularly suited to artists and designers, because for the first
time it is possible to model objects in a single 3D view. £152.75 (£130.00 ex VAT)

| New Version of TM2 including NEW CD-ROM

. and NEW plugins: TopMotion, the long

ez
it
PrEniiE

Y-

fhemmE,

awaited animation suite, and Top3DFonts! ::

PhotoLink is an Acorn multi-driver for the most popular makes of digital camera.
Cameras currently supported include the new Olympus range including the fantastic
7_ b C840L. and the C1400L SLR Zoom Superb hard copy can be obtained via Epson or Canon

.

- - ‘ PhotoReal. PhotoLink is available on its own at £69.00 or bundled FREE with a camera.

NEW! -
Olympus C840 L New Prices! c1400L £799.00 (was £1299) C840L £499.00 (was £599)
Novv;zg:lgezmggf New Cameras! c1400XL High speed megapixel SLR £999.99
v 5 C900Z00M Zoom megapixel compact with Optical AND Digital zoom £649.99
Olympus C1400L
1280x1024 SLR s
NOW Only £799! - PhotoReal is the Acorn driver extension for the Canon BJC4300, Canon BJC4650,

Epson Photo, Photo700 and EX printers with photo-realistic capability. PhotoReal
makes use of the same advanced techniques for producing high-quality four colour
separations as Photodesk and comes ready calibrated for the special dye-based inks used for
photo-realistic printing. A calibration application is also supplied to allow you to tailor the
results to your own specification Driver only £69.00 Inc.VAT. or FREE if purchased
with printer! examples: Stylus Photo700 £249.50. Canon BJC4300 £149.95
BJC4650 A3 £299.99. Epson PhotoEX A3 £454.73 (all prices inc VAT and Driver)

: a m- A new presentation package on CD-
o H P ROM from Spacetech
Makes your slide shows quick and easy to create!

* Start building your presentation 5 minutes before the lesson? - No Problem
¢ Use your existing work in a presentation? - No Problem, just drag 'n drop it in!

« Powerpoint? - Forget it Only £29.95 inc.VAT

Spacetech Lid

Courtyard, Southwell Business Park, Portland, Dorset, DTS5 2]JS, U.K.
Telephone: +44 (0)1305 822753 Fax: +44 (0)1305 860483

mail: sales@spacetech.co.uk  Web : http://www.spacetech.co.uk




s any erstwhile programmer will

know, designing an application and
putting the first draft of the code together
is only half the battle — the testing phase
is just as important and unless you've had
a particularly good day, your program’s
likely to have the odd quirk. If you need
some help in picking up the pieces, you
might be interested to read about Vigil,
now being marketed by ProAction under
the auspices of R-Comp Interactive.

Vigil is supplied on floppy disc and
installs easily. The program itself has two
main modes of operation; it can be used
to analyse and disassemble existing
applications, and it also provides a
number of SWI calls that can be woven
into your code to construct a debug-
enabled version of a program. Vigil is
happy working with anything from
BASIC to absolute code, the only proviso
being that the subject must be a
multitasking application.

Before you can make use of its
monitoring features, you must register the
chosen application with Vigil so that it
knows which WIMP conversations it's
allowed to listen in on. The easiest
method is to drag an application to the
Vigil icon; your program is then started
automatically and the main status
window appears. This window allows you
to access the majority of Vigil's functions
from one location, and as well as
displaying standard information such as
task name, handle and slot size, it also
allows you to open separate windows that
display workspace dumps, WIMP message
logs and variable assignments (for BASIC
programs).

The workspace display window allows
a programmer to examine and edit the
contents of an application’s workspace
whilst the program is still running. It's a
particularly useful feature, allowing the
user to examine code structure at the
grass roots level or modify values held in

Be

Steve Mumford investigates
a program monitoring

utility from ProAction

vigilant
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) Byte & | !
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R18
Search
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[ meny| |

From start I Previous ’

data blocks. The display isn't truly
dynamic, and has to be updated to reflect
any changes in the target application -
however, it's possible to set up an

] a8 Vigil status 5
Application currently registered 4
Name | AU Labels Display static
: e variables
Slot size FZSK
Taskhandle | &602020F8 Display
dynamic
: variables
[v Workspace display PR
Start timer I
Byte Word (@ Mnemonic :
By J g 00 00 00
mm Ss cs
_J Poll intercept Codes ﬂ] Stop timer | :
: Y
= e

Vigil's main application window gets you started

Cancel l

Next |
You can locate any string of bytes
automated update that will trigger
repeatedly, waiting for a given number of
seconds between each update. This has
some strange effects on my system - at
the time of capture, the Vigil menu pops
up at the bottom left corner of the screen,
and any dialogue boxes that were open
are forced to close.

One of the hardest areas of WIMP
programming to get right is interprocess
communication, in that as well as dealing
with your own code, you have to
accommodate other people’s. RISC OS
goes out of its way to provide a standard
method of communication, but for
complex procedures such as direct RAM
transfer, it's easy to lose track of the
conversation. Vigil provides a way of
listening to the WIMP messages that are
being sent to your application, so
although it's only possible to see one side
of the story, you can get a good idea of the
demands being made by the WIMP.

When a message is received, it's
displayed with reason and action codes,
as well as a timestamp. The list of
displayed messages can be filtered so it's

January 1999 Acorn User
http://www.acornuser.com/

39



40

=0 Being able to
| view variables
| is very useful...

...and you can
keep track of
wimp messages

Wimp messages

R Vigil status
Application currently registered
Name l ChangeFSI Display static
& B | ] Dynamic variable list
Integel variablesy
Caretposy 262354  (R488D2)
GetR4 262346  (R4B0CR)
Getcarets 262355  (Rd4@003)
Poll¥ 262369  (R4BOEL)
_ATieet ; 66 (842)
areanupbers
D adnode?, 200817  (R33399)
adspel” 209889  (R33391)
adscalel 218019 (R33463)
adsave’ 8516  (R33654)
adsavesprite’ 218984 (R33648)
adsnanes 210882 (8337(2)
218921 L337E9)
218912 &337E8)
218938 (8337F6)
218897 £33701)
211861 233875)
211369 £339R9)
a |
; 4004 240744) | 88.55.32.74
1'136g £42408) fadanky
|| 88,55.32.91
(a | 8.55.32.98

i 88,55.34.95

88.59,36.19

possible to listen for one particular
message, a selection or every one that's
passed to your application. Limitations
apply; if more than five messages are
given to your application in one poll
cycle, Vigil will only be able to display the
last five.

For any programmers writing or using
modules alongside a desktop application,
Vigil has another useful section up its
sleeve. As well as being able to grab and
disassemble an application’s workspace,
it's also capable of capturing the code of
any modules that have been loaded - just
open the Modules menu and click on the
one you're interested in. Once selected,

==i|  08,55,39.02
== 98,59,39,29

Vigil allows inspection of § 98.55.39.78
the module’s code and #8.55.48,39
workspace, as well as || 08.55.42.87
compiling lists of the SWIs

Message

Open_Hindow_Request
Open_Hindow_Request
Open_Hindow_Request
Open_Hindow_Request
Open_Hindow_Request
Open_Hindow_Request
Pointer_Entering_Hindow
Pointer_Leaving_Window
Pointer_Entering_Hindow
Pointer_Leaving_Hindow
Open_Hindow_Request
Pointer_Entering_Hindow
Pointer_Leaving_Hindow
Close_Hindow_Request
Mouse_Click_
Menu_Selection

AOON D B TR S S LRI R R R R RS

88.,55.44.55
and star commands that it :
provides - a very useful
feature. Vigil has its own SWI calls that
can be built into an application for extra
control - these range from displaying the
contents of the processor’s registers to
timing functions within your application.
Anyone who has wused Acorn's
debugging application, DDT, will know
how tedious it can be; although the
ability to step through a C program line
by line can be a wondrous asset if you

[l P [ Modules [ [EES Module information ]
oftChino A ; 7
CDFSSoftHitachiEESOX i I
G R |
of tSon 1 ;
GDFS?ugtTnsHIbaEESUK {1 Version | o RO IR MR
EHSQg;QESHIF 4 Base address |&02204034 Length I &630 |
Protec S
Patcher Works &02204564 Length ! 8210
HB atches ! R o
CrunchFix |
StrongCache | Instantiation | Base
CDFSSoftISLCD
EBFE’“""" - - || Save image
PPHDHUEP View code l SWi list l i
Zl Eller i
HEE“STIFF Vaewworkspacel Command [ISI’ “—| .9'.‘.[ i
%Epuise {ili= =
raw 1 : &
31thtlerExtend ﬁf 6yiﬁﬂ Uig ;lisi‘:ﬂgmma 100 T
S;EI‘I‘RFS 46181 Vigil_Dere lsterﬁp lication [f
ImageFSFix 146182 Uigil_DisplayRegisters
ot IR E A P e
Zip 46185 Uigil_Co areHenor-f
Renatel’rmterSuPPurt 46186 VUigil_StaticVariableList )
PDumperSupport 46107 Vigil_l nanlcUanablel.lsl !
PDriverd? ¥ 46108 Vigil _StartTimer =
= v = a0 = 61089 0 tonTisar s

-

With Vigil you can also check on SWis
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need ultimate control, its vast bulk can
quickly weigh the user down. Vigil’s main
advantage is that because it ‘eavesdrops’
on a chosen application rather than
acting as an interpreter, it's much easier to
use and the subject program can behave
normally - Vigil simply looks over its
shoulder every WimpPoll cycle.

The downside to this is that the
snapshots presented to you can be quite
granular; if all hell breaks loose during
one polling cycle, you'll only see the
remains next time Vigil gets polled.
Having said that, its bank of SWIs
allow programmers to capture valuable
bits of information and store them
away until Vigil gets a chance to
display them. On top of this, Vigil is
wonderfully easy to use, and should do
for desktop programming what Desktop
Hacker did for games - definitely A
worth investigating. U

rProduct details
Product: Vigil
Price: £20
Supplier: ProAction, 22 Robert Moffat,
High Legh, Knutsford,
WA16 6PS
Tel: 01925 755043
Fax: 01925 757377
E-mail:  proaction@rcomp.co.uk
LWWW: www.rcomp.co.uk )




Acorn User Awards 1995 |
Best business software !
runner up - TableCalc

Tel 01344 455769 email atimbrell@aol.com
http://members.aol.com/isvproduct/  'Searaphics software.

Acorn User Awards 1996
Best network software
runner up - SerialNET

Best graphics software
Winner - DrawWorks2

..much easier to use than ForlED... highly
recommended.” Archive May 1988

"'...makes the same difference to Draw as
Cosworth made to the Escort.” Acorn User o

Dr Fonty B

The Font Editor ~

Dr FontY
Normal rrp £31.50 Sale Price £21.50

-g{@@p@m@At a

DrawWorks Designer
Normal rrp £31.50 Sale Price £21.50

A

The Clip Art Manager for Risec 0S8

% .'..great, literally within a couple of minutes | had
wecommended by Smart DTP makers of Publish Art

' othing which normally would have taken hours.”

Save - - Acorn User
. and geta FREE | ; and get a FR 0

v »

H

“He's Mr Clippy, [ 1]
he stores clip art for you, 3" 1

he handles bitmaps, Disk ﬁ
and vectors too!” 5

Mr Clippy
Normal rrp £21.50 Sale Price £16.50

Save £5

and geta FREE CD |

SIOAPOI]

Fair Isle &

The knitting pattern designer

f
1
!
|

Fairlsle
Normal rrp £31.50 Sale Price £21.50

balf the price & 4 times the spced,&Sena\NET} has got

...construcling the rBr:ml is really very simple...a
to be the winner.” Archive Jan 1997

! Save £5 J godsend.” Risc User Sept 1987

_andgeta FREECD

. " i g
SerialNET =] |

 SerialNET : L"Rdé“ ort Generatorr
Normal rrp £21.50 Sale Price £16.50 Normal rrp £21.50 Sale Price £16.50

FORG
EREE

All quoted prices (unless stated) Overseas orders please add £2.00 carriage
are for single users versions only. ] All detalls correct at the time of going to press E&OE
Special offers relate to singie NDT & Typography ate trademarks of ISV Products. All other trademarks are acknowledged
user versions only. This advert was produced using NDT fonts
Special offers valid while stocka last or unill 1y2!h Feb 1999 stored on the T_ypograhy CD & DrawWarks

FCIT
Worth £30!

QUOTE FCD1 WHEN ORDERING

save £5

ORDER!

Free CD is Typography Volume 1

oduct & get a FREE CD
product &
0 for only £11.50

zing...highly recommended.,.very useful...a class
product.” Acorn User

B 71T

Wi E&ﬁ‘&_’l@.‘ e
@I

Save £19

and geta FREE

d

| gg@@p@;ﬂ

. XStit.chém
Normal rrp £36.50 Sale Price £17.50

....should give the producers of Schema, Resultz &
Eureka something to think about.” Acorn User

and/geta FREECD

!
Cip &
{
|

TableCalc OLE I35
Spreadsheet & Table Genertaor Disk ||

| SENPEIG A

TableCalc OLE
Normal rrp £21.50 Sale Price £16.50

1SV

Products

SSIONAL

¥
¢ XPERT
©>MN)100

Over 2100 high quality fants
Fully hinted with NDT Expert'™

Full on screen samples |
FREE ¢copy of Font Designers Toalkil
FREE copy of FoniTrixPRO
Full Latin] character sets & kern paoirs
The largest font colloction for Risc O5™

© iSV Products 1998

Typography 2100 rrp £31.50
Only £11.50 upgrade from version 1

EIFKOIASKEORWOUR

iSV Products
86 Turnberry e Home Farm
Bracknell = Berks ¢ RG12 8ZH
Tel 01344 455769
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Saturday 10:00 to 17:00
Sunday 10:00 to 16:00

(opens 15 minutes earlier for advance tickets)

Sponsored by

Cerlhca & ACORNUSER

© Astute Graphics 1998 » Designed using a StrongARM RiscPC, Cerilica Vantage, AitWorks, Draw and Publisher




Easy access by road (M1 and M62) and rail.
Less than 3 mile from Wakefield City Centre with frequent bus services
passing park entrance.

AB42
\ York and North

Leeds & M621

Manchester [M62]

Bradford
ABS0 =

Now the £K's

> Nl
Kirkgate Station

AB38
Doncaster

AG42
Hudderstield

AB1
Barnsley

-

AB36 ¥
Denby Dale
Sheffield

Features
include

= th ¢ th ., 1.00 The future of RISC 0S
5 W / 1 6 qu ]9’9 Show theatre
: The official launch of Cerilica Vantage
lum, HOI'bUI')! Road Prize draw and charity stall

7
‘g)é.

OSv

Tickets booked in advance are £2.50 for adults and £1.50 for children under 16.
Tickets may be obtained at the door for £3.50 for adults and £2.50 for children under 16.
For advance tickets, please send a cheque or postal order made payable to “WACG Show” to

Show 99 ¢ 95 Cumbrian Way ¢ Lupset Park ¢ Wakefield ¢ West Yorks. « WF2 8JT
Show organizer, telephone (01924) 379778 (evenings only)
We regret we are unable to accept credit card bookings

Free parking, catering, bar, local children’s entertainment

WebSite http://www.cybervillage.co.uk/acorn/wakefield/



A7000+ Peak Performer

A7000+ Computer

32 Speed CD-Rom

8Mb Ram

2Gb Hard Disc

14" Monitor + 80W Speakers
1 year on-site warranty

Choice of Software Bundle

£ 880

RISC PC

Strong Arm RISC PC
8MB Ram

2MB VRAM

1.2Gb Hard Disc

24 Speed CD-Rom
15" Monitor

£ 1299

'Printers

Hewlett Packard 690C
Hewlett Packard 895C
- Canon BJC 4300
Canon BJC 4650
Epson Stylus 440
Epson Stylud 640
Epson Stylus 740
Epson Stylus 1520

WACO
YSTEMS

Limited

459-465 Warwick Road, Tyseley, Birmingham, B11 2JP

Tel : 0121 706 8933
Fax: 0121 706 4306
http://iwww.daco-systems.co.uk
e-mail : sales@daco-systems.co.uk

£ 125.00
£232.00
£139.00
£275.00
£ 139.00
£175.00
£230.00
£ 575.00

All prices include VAT at 17.5%, Carriage charges apply. Prices may be changed without notice. E&0E

ACORNUSER

olock Glearance Sale

We have a number of left-overs for sale, all boxed
and slightly grubby condition, we're selling them off
for £10 each, UK and T FaTe

Furope only. [=% =L

Jemes Pond 2 (Cueramy ok

Pl e 7 b, ¥ e by 5 wroen, oy

Here’s what we have:

@ 1x High Risc Racing
@ 1x Lclipse
Collection includes
James Pond 2,
Xenon II,
Cycloids,
FR.E.D. and Ixion
@ 3x Fasy Font 3
@ 1x Publish Art 2
@ 25x Zenta RISC
OS Clip-art
Collection

Please note that
stocks are
limited and will
be sold on a
first-come, first-
serve basis. Ring
Tau Press on
01625 878888
to secure your
copy and order
by credit card.

! Fast, Fu

LR

The Font Management System.

All products sold purely as-is, no claims as to
usability on any specific version of RISC OS.




acintosh and PC users have no idea
how lucky we are when it comes to
fonts. With arguably the best font display
system available in the world, Acorn users
can produce design work, knowing that
what they see on screen gives a very good
idea of what they will get on paper.
Under RISC OS, fonts are stored as
simple lines and curves, which are padded
out with pixels when required for display
on screen. In effect, the font is built ‘on
the fly’, whereas on other platforms, fonts
are displayed in the form of simple

bitmaps, seriously ~ compromising
readability in the process.
The latest NDT font collection,

Professional Typography Expert 2100, must
represent the best value fonts collection
from ISV, perhaps even on the Acorn
platform. Over 2000 fonts, plus a variety
of software to help you use them to the
best of your advantage.

The product is nicely presented in the
usual ISV jewel case, containing one CD-
ROM. How this disc is used is up to you,
for fonts can be used directly from it, or
selected fonts installed on your computer.

Your machine must be installed with
RISC OS 3.1 or later, and version 3.07 or
later of the Font Manager. The CD’s
documentation, as with every ISV
product, is disc-based, using their manual
software.

Running the main program displays an
attractive, vellow canvassed menu
presenting four options; catalogue
printing, font viewing, font installing,
and direct use from disc. The latter option
calls up a further menu displaying the
categories of font available, such as
Uncials, Script, San Serif and so on. When
run the first time, this appears on the left
of the desktop, just above the icon bar.
Click on a font type to select it, and its
contents become available to any
program running at the time. Click again
to deselect a group, and the reverse effect
occurs.

Of course, having the CD in the drive
is not always desirable, so selected fonts
can be installed into either the !Fonts
directory, or into other font managers
such as EasyFont, and Font Manager. The
catalogue viewer displays sample text in

The

sh

any font selected, so you can see at a
glance whether it is suitable for your
needs.

There are many font families to choose
from, and the display quality is truly
exceptional. ISV's fonts appear solid and
well defined, even at the smallest sizes.
The font families themselves contain well
known designs, such as Frutiger, and even
revised versions of the standard RISC OS
fonts Homerton and Trinity.

The disc includes a variety of other
software for the preparation, building and
tinkering of fonts, which were previously
available separately. Font Designer’s Toolkit
comprises four applications, plus a
glossary of typographical terms.

FontTrix Pro allows you to build various
weights of any typeface, if you have an
incomplete family. FontEd is a StrongARM
compatible version of Acorn’s very
capable font editor and designer. FontKern
allows the editing of kerning data (the
values which determine spacing between
characters), and ISVMetric enables you to
edit the IntMetrics files within font
directories. Some of this software is highly
specialised and is more suited to
professionals than the enthusiast.

There is even a program which
suggests particular font combinations, to
save you time otherwise spent scanning
through the entire disc looking for that
perfect match. Lastly, a program to match
RISC OS font names to the more widely
known Postscript equivalents is included,
which is extremely helpful for when you
are sending work to non-Acorn savvy
printers. All the programs are copiously
documented with their

own online manuals,
situated in the same
directory as the program
itself. These manuals
can print out or output
their content in text

e ] B2 E S

format, for import into
other programs.

The font system is

Bouhaus font, which represents the famous
ot movemant of the mid to late 20th century.

This Isthe fork Bohouse.  sbasedonthe

totally transparent in
use both off, and on

| Accessing fonts
directly from CD

ape

pe

Stephen Scott
investigates the latest
font collection from ISV,
and is left drooling...

disc. The only program that appeared to
fall over was Impression Publisher. Upon
opening, the error message ‘Buffer
overflow’ appeared, forcing Publisher to
quit. The only way I could fix it was to
reset the machine, and run Impression
first, before running Typography. Apart
from that incident, the system appears to
work in all major DTP and artwork
programs.

It is a good idea if you have the space,
to install your favourite fonts to hard disc,
as the accessing speed from disc can be
quite slow, depending on how fast your
drive is. In my case, a double speed drive,
update times were very slow.

The presentation of the software and
resources is impeccable; the package oozes
quality, and the standard of typographical
design is very high. Typography 2100 is
an absolute must for anybody remotely
interested in design and desktop
publishing, and offers truly exce!lentA
value for money. U

rProduct details 2

Product: Professional Typography
Expert 2100

Price: £30.00 plus carriage (upgrade
from older versions of
Typography for £16.50)

Supplier: ISV Products

Address: 86 Turnberry, Home Farm,
Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 8ZH

Tel: 01344 455769

Web: http://members.aol.com/

L isvproduct/ 3
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“Acorn ShOWS)

Stephen Scott reports on previous
Acorn shows, and reveals details
' of forthcoming events

Scottish Acorn
Show — November 8, 1998

Taking place in early November, the Glasgow-
based show was the first major event after the
cancellation of Acorn World. The turnout was good,
considering the geographical location of the show to the vast
majority of Acorn users.

Castle Technology were on hand to tell dealers and visitors about their
role as official distributor for Acorn products, and his future marketing
plans for the platform, in selling to previously untouched niche markets.
Most of the major exhibitors took the trouble to attend the event, CJE Micros
arguably having the furthest to travel — Glasgow to West Sussex is no mean feat.
Heading back through the remnants of Hurricane Mitch over Cumbria was not a
pleasant experience for some exhibitors.

Acorn Midlands Show - November 28, 1998

Owing to its centralised location near Birmingham, and the fact that it was the last major
Acorn show before Christmas, turnout for this show was extremely high. The official count
was 652, according to John Stonier, the show's organiser, but it was suspected that many
sneaked in.

Indeed, there was a steady influx of visitors until at least two hours before the show was due
to close. As a result, most, if not all, exhibitors reported very good business.

The show marked the end of over two months of perpetual limbo in the Acorn market, with
a press release from Andy Mee of Acorn, stating that negotiations with the Steering Group were
back on track, but nothing more was revealed. CJE Micros, however, distributed a survey to
exhibitors and visitors about the possibility of RISC OS 4 being made available as a ROM upgrade
to existing StrongARM Risc PC and A7000+ owners.

It was argued that the venue, the National Motorcycle Museum, was far too small for the number
of visitors that arrived. As a result, people had difficulty actually getting to some of the stands. It is
rumoured, however, that the venue will be changed for next year.

R-Comp were demonstrating their latest conversions of Descent and Heroes of Might and Magic II
to the masses, as well as selling copies of Doom and Syndicate. Interconnex, who took over Innovative
Media Solutions just days before the show, were showing off the Peanut portable, the same portable
that was shown at the Wakefield exhibition last May. It was announced, however, that the machine
was still being developed, and would be available in February or March 1999.

Acorn User were there, selling back issues and limited copies of the then new Christmas issue, which
sold out by lunchtime. However, visitors who normally resubscribed at Acorn World, came in droves
to resume their subscriptions.

Apart from the quality of the venue, the show was a great success, and proved to be special in
breaking the silence over the future of RISC OS.
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Acorn Southwest Show - February 20, 1999

The next event in the Acorn calendar will be taking place at The Webbington Hotel in Loxton, near
Axbridge, North Somerset, from 10am till 4.30pm. By the time this show takes place, more should be
known about how the Acorn platform will progress into the next century.

Admission prices are £2 for adults, while ARM Club and Acorn Clan members can get in for a
pound. Accompanied under 16s are free. Refreshments will be available in the hotel facilities. The
venue is situated nine miles from Junction 22 of the M5, and 25 minutes from Bristol Airport. The
nearest rail station is Weston Super Mare; a shuttle bus will be operating between there and the
venue.

Full details of the show can be found on the Internet at hitp:;//www.argonet.co.uk/
acornshow/, or on e-mail at acornshow@argonet.co.uk.

Wakefield Show - 15th/16th May, 1999

As of now, the Wakefield venue is the largest event in the Acorn calendar, and a
lot is promised for this show. The above dates have just been confirmed,
and will be taking place, again at Thornes Park Athletics Stadium.
Check out the advert on pages 42 and 43 for more details.

If you have any events planned in the future,
and would like them mentioned in subsequent
issues of Acorn User, contact Stephen Scott
by e-mail at shows@acornuser.com.

Janua
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2"‘ get Connected

An award-winning pack containing external
33.6K voice/fax/data modem and
access software for Windows, Acorn or
Mac. With THREE MONTHS online to
ArgoNet the complete pack is

This special offer gets you
online for the first THREE
MONTHS to ArgoNet for only
£24.95 including access
software, if required, for
Windows, Acorn or Mac.

only £79.95.

4"' ﬁugerSurfer
Contains everything needed - -
128K external ISDN terminal s 'h %ggg’_‘i"n Deal
adaptor, access software for
Windows, Acorn or Mac and ArgoNet accept any modem,
THREE MONTHS online to ArgoNet working or not, in part exchange for
for only £199.95. . anew external 56K voice/fax/data

' modem. The K56flex modem with
stereo headset and lifetime
guarantee is £99.95 without a

3l'd 335'; Pack

Complete with external 56K
voice/fax/data modem,
access software for Windows,
Acorn or Mac, stereo

headset and THREE

MONTHS online

to ArgoNet.

Only £109.95.

6"! g: rgoSphere :

ildren

ArgoSphere is ArgoNet’s award-
winning Web site designed for
children aged 3 and older to use
offline. This safe site, containing a
wealth of educational activities for
home and school use, can be
explored FREE at
www.argosphere.net.

ArgoNet Internet Services trade-in or with a trade-in is "'
ArgoNet’s Premier Service for : CHly £79.9. fOI‘ “'e

and “o-¢ users includes 10Mb Web

the Education Online Service includes a free

space and 5 e-mail addresses. For nis, . ull f'ee phone:

schoal domain, unlimited Weh space for vour school’s use
and unlimited e-mail addresses.

A subscrlptmn o ArgoNet includes full use of ArgoSphere
the award-winning Web site for children, unlimited access with
100% local call coverage and free phone suppurt Subscriptions .
for dial-up modem or ISDN access are available

EARG

Argo Interactive Group ple,

FREEPOST PT795 Chlchesfer PO19 2YZ
e-mail: info@argonet.co.uk web: www.argonet.co.uk

Pnces mc:lude VAT UK carriage & paokmg, un!ess stated otherwise E&OE
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alterable by
with the mouse

ystem Exclusives
ing playback

ace, including
parallel and serial
Up 1o 192 MIDI channels
and no track limit

Recent/New Releases
Abuse — £25.00
Descent CDs — £30.00
Heroes of Might and Magic 2 — £35.00
OHP (Spacetech) — £28.95
Photodesk 3 - £279,95
Quake Risc PC CDs - £35.00
Sunburst - £16.50
Syndicate Plus CD - £28.00

&TDK.

Discs (example 10x while discs — £4,60, 50x black discs - £16.59,
5x HD red'blue/green/white discs — £2.49)
Batteries (e.g. 4x AA Xtra alkaline — £2.20, 1x 9V alkaline — £1.84)
Audio & Video Tapes — EVarious

FREEPOST EH2725
Kirkcaldy, Fife, KY2 5BR
United Kingdom

» Computers & Music Hardware * Upgrades ¢ Software = Cables eic ¢

Please call
for more
information
on any new
Phoebe/
Phoenix
launch
details

‘We supply a range of CCD

and laser bar code scanners

and include with these our
1BarReader driver software
which allows bar codes to control
most desktop software,

Further information is available.
Complete systems from £193.88 \
Our bar coding

soflware produces

Draw files of the

following formats: EAN 8,
EAN 13, UPC A, ISBN, ISSN,
Code 39 (Normaland Full
ASCII), Telepen and Binary.

Further information is available.
|BarCoder - £69,33

Computer Systems

Risc PC 4+0Mb 1.7Gb HD -~ £911.00

Risc.PC 4+0Mb 1.2Gb HD, Bx CD - £840.75
Risc PC 8+2Mb 1.7Gb HD, 24x CD - £1196.00
J233 Risc PC32+2Mb 2.1Gb, 24x CD - £1275.00
“Web Wizard™ - as J233, with 15" monitor,
Easiwriter Pro and 33.6K modem ~ £1349.00
A7000+ 8Mb, 2Gb HD -~ £767.00

“Peak Performer” — A7000+, 32x CD, 14"
monitor & software pack~ £915.00

Monitors

(Either bought with computer or separately):
iiyama 350 (157} - £169.00

fiyama S702GT (177) - £279.00

iiyama 400 (17") - £344.90

iiyama Pro 400 (17") - £380.10

ilyama 17ES (17") - £420.00

iiyama 450 (19") - £478.90

fiyama Pro 450 (19") - £521.20

ilyama 501 (21") — £807.90

ilyama Pro 501 (21") - £807.90

iiyama 502 (21") - £831.40

ilyama Pro 502 (21") - £854.90

iiyama Pro-Lite 36 14.17 LCD - £685.75
iiyama Pro-Lite 38 15" LCD - £908.90
ilyama Pro-Lite 46 18" LCD - £Call
Touchscreens are coming soon —
please call for further details

PC cards:

5x86-133, 512K cache & PC Pro - £360.00
PC Pro 2 - £38.95

PC Sound Pro - £29.50

Psion Series 5/Geofox
8Mb, with PC connection kit - £395.00
8Mb, SPECIAL EDITION - £445.00
Parallel link ~ £34.95

PsiRisc link— £Call

Memory Upgrades
Please call to check current prices.
Other upgrades are available.
A3000 1-4 Mb - £64.60

A3010 1-4 Mb - £69.30
A3020/A4000 2-4 Mb -~ £52.80
A50002-4 Mb— £69.30

A300, 400, 5000 4-8 Mb - £128.00
Risc'PC/A7000 SIMMs:

Call for EDO SIMM prices

4Mb -~  £6.00

8Mb~- EB7S

16Mb~ E14.50

32Mb (not eriginal RPCs) - £34.50
32Mb (high clearance) - £43.25
64Mb - £127.50

128Mb -~ E£Call

1Mb VRAM = £49.00

1-2Mb VRAM swap - £55.00

2Mb VRAM - £92.80

Music & Sound Section
Please call for other musical items
MIDI interfaces:

DM 50 dual MIDI card (2x2) ~ £149.95
XG upgrade for DMI 50 - £151.95
16-bit sampler for DMI 50 - £87.95
MIDI Max Il internal 1x1x1 - £92.75
Parallel Port 1x1x1 - £89.20

Synth 8 or Basic Synth - £46.95
Synth Plus - £58.65

Music & Sound Prog. Guide = £16.85

Other hardware:

Sound Byte Recorder— £57.50
Yamaha YST-M7 speakers - £43.00
YST-M20 DSP speakers — £65.00
YST-M100 speakers — £Call
YST-MS25 speakers & subw.— £79.00
YST-M100 - £Call

YST-MSW5 subwoofer— £59.00
YST-MSW10 subwoofer — £89.00

Other software:

MediaPack~ £23.95

MIDI Support - £18.50
Prosound — £116.95

Rhapsody 4 — £94.95

Junior Sibelius - £49.00
Sibelius 6~ £99.95

Sibelius 7 Student~ £319.95
Sibelius 7 — £625.00

Sibelius for Windows is available
Optical Manuscript — £259.00
Sound module serial driver— £37.95
Studicsound - £116.95

Other Hardware

Hard drives & kits~  £Call

Risc PC second slice — £116.30

RPC second slice (no PSU)- £90.00
StrongARM upgrade - £275.00

Other Software

ANT Internet Suite 2 - £112.00
Brutal Horse Power - £26.00
DataPower 2 - £165.00

Doom# CDs - £32.50

Empire Soccer 94 = £22.00
Impression Style - £88.00
Impression Publisher ~ £135.00
Inferno—~  £9,50

iXRC~ £14.99

Ovation Pro - £174.50
Personal Accounts 3- £43.00
Photodesk Light - £125.00
Prophet 3 - £160.00

Schema 2 ~ £116.00

Textease — £54.50

Books & Manuals
BBC BASIC Manual - £21.95
RISC OS 3 PRM - £104.00
RISC OS 3 PRM V5a- £32.75
The Tekkie CD - £45.00

Catalogue
Our free catalogue contains over 2000
items. Please ask for a copy.

Tel: 01592 592265 Fax: 01592 596102

email: Liquid @cableinet.co.uk
hitp/'www.cybervillage.co.uk/acom/liquid/

‘e will attempt to match or beat any
All prices INCLUDE VAT & UK carriage

Official orders and callers welcome. Finance avallable.

vertised price — even special offers.
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DVD-RAM Drives
5.2 GB Capacity, Internal drive.
5.2 GB Capacity, External drive.

CD-ROM Drives
32x speed drive.
E  Four disc, 8x speed, Auto-changer drive.
dlel. 24x speed, Parallel Port drive.
¢ Four disc, 8x speed, Parallel Port, Auto-changer drive.
32x speed, Internal drive.
32x speed, External drive.
CD-ROM Towers
32x speed, Six drives.
32x speed, Four drives.

‘CD-ROM Recorders
2x speed writer, Internal drive.
I 2x speed writer, External drive.
4x speed writer, Internal drive.
4x speed writer, External drive.
| 4xspeed writer, Internal drive, Eesox 'Fast’ SCSI Card.
4x speed writer, External drive, Eesox 'Fast' SCSI Card.
Graphic Tablets
Artpad, Two button stylus.
A5 Tablet, Three button stylus, Puck.
A4 Tablet, Three button stylus, Puck.
A3 Tablet, Two button stylus, Holder, Puck.
A2 Tablet, Two button stylus, Holder, Puck.
Miscellaneous
CDBrick, 10 CD-ROM capacity:
CDBrick, 22 CD-ROM capacity.
Eesox 'Fast' SCSI Card.
Sox ROM.

£420.00
£470.00

““(Onvergence

A once-in-a-lifetime limited print offer

demon.co.uk

http:/ww.eesox.demon.co.uk

£69.00
£79.00
£165.00
£165.00
£105.00
£155.00

K.

elelsioX

IeS(ees0x

£920.00
£720.00

£235.00
£349.00
£249.00
£299.00
£329.00
£319.00

£159.00
£269.00
£299.00
£399.00
£799.00

(01954) 208208 = 8

Century House, 1st Floor, Market Street,
Swavesey. Cambridgeshire CB4 5QG

ollowing a very positive public response lowards Astute Grap! atest illustration entitled
“Convergence” (as featured on last month's front caver), it has been decided to commit the
unique design to a limited high quality hand-made litho print run of 150. Each copy is
presented in an elegant glass-fronted frame and measures approximately 50cm (20in)
square as well as being signed and numbered by the arlist, Nicholas van der Walle.
Dasigned and published from start to end on a RiscPC primarily using Spacetech’s
Photodesk 3, the end result will become a centrepiece of attention wherever on display.

In order to obtain a copy of this unique work of art, please contact Astute Graphics to
ensure availabllity. Each copy is £125.00 inclusive of package and postage to UK mainland
and Northern Ireland. No VAT payable. Please make cheques payable to “Astute Graphics™.

£979.00
£1479.00
£125.00

£35.00

.

Telephone

Prices exclude V.A.T and carriaga. Tel. (01989) 567 350 - nick@astutegrix.demon.co.uk - http://www.astutegrtx.demon.co.uk




ccording to research by the Royal

Mail one of the most annoying and
off-putting things that can happen when
receiving mail is for the envelope to be
incorrectly addressed. So if you want to
make the best impression you have to
have the right address on the envelope
and letter.

Royal Mail have, for many years, had a
database they call PAF® which is their
Postcode Address File which allows you to
cross-reference  every address and
postcode in the UK. !Addressit from Fabis
uses a subset of that truly enormous
database available on RISC OS, so that
you can ensure that your letters are
correctly addressed, and first impressions
can be good.

A postcode does not represent one
location, instead it represents an area
which will normally include a group of
residencies up to about 100 houses -
given just the postcode and the house
number a letter should reach the right
destination. Businesses may or may not
have a unique postcode, it depends on
how much post they get.

The subset that [Addressit deals with
takes you down to the postcode level - not
the individual residence. So given a
sufficient partial address (including the
house number) you can get the full address
and the postcode, and given the postcode
and number you can get the full address.

The package you get is quite slim, a
simple book-style folder, a CD and a 20-
page manual. Installation is simple, put in
the CD and run the install program from it.
Enter your details, whether you want the
full installation (120Mb - recommended
for slow CD drives) or the less hungry
minimum install of only about 240K.

Iconbar menu provides the usual Info
and Quit options plus four more: Enquiry,

enter Wilmington in the Post Town field,
click on its ? icon and get a list of all post
towns scrolled to the nearest match for
the item you’ve named.

As it happens there is no Wilmington
post town and the nearest we get is
Wilmslow, assuming you have a typing
error you can click on the valid list and
the entry will be written back to the
enquiry window. This works for each
individual field.

Clicking on Search however uses all the
fields and attempts to match them to full
addresses, the results pop-up in the
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post — anything else in the address is
unnecessary. So those with lengthy
addresses should bear in mind that the
post man only needs a maximum of five
fields to get to you, often less.

Having selected your address, and got
perhaps just one or two entries you will
now want to export the data, perhaps to a
letter you're writing or a database, how do
you do it? Simply select the address you
want by clicking on it - it turns blue -
then choose the output format you
require (more on formats later). Now you
have a choice, you can click on the disc

Correctly

addressed

Steve Turnbull checks out a
valuable business tool

“Matches from enquiry” window. It turns
out that Wilmington is indeed a locality
in Bath, in Fast Sussex, in Dartford and in
Devon.

One might be concerned that pieces of
addresses are missing, for example the
Dartford Wilmington’s do not contain a
County in the address, the answer is
simple - the result you get is what the
post service needs to correctly deliver the

icon and drag the data to save, or click in
the document you're typing into at the
place you want the address and then click
on the “Output to cursor” icon, which
inserts the characters of the address into
the keyboard buffer and thus types it into
the document.

I was a little bit surprised that |
couldn’t do a direct drag and drop just by
dragging on the address in the window —

Browse PAF, Formats and Prefs - i R —
personally [ would have preferred Choices ] P Valid posttown names )
to Prefs as it'’s more standard in RISC OS, ] RS Enguiry Wilmslow ;
and the three dots ‘.. that indicate a PO Box _ﬁ Wimborne
dialogue box have been omitted but I'm 2 Wincanton
being picky. Soceet J Winchelsea
: L Locality _?_J i &
Mak|ng enqu'r 1es Postown || Wilmingron ;? Wincliester
The Enquiry dialogue allows you to query Conte 2| Windermere
the PAF to test whether a specific part of i T Windleshan
: Pastcode __'__?_J iRt
an address is valid. For example you could i Windsor
Wingarte
'— }/ IR x
(] Enguiry Winkleigh -
PO Box ?] Found B[
..yes there is a match
Street ? i I for it as a locality...
Locality || Wilmingron 2 I
Postrown d)
County ?_j . Clear ]
Postcode | ] i Search )
: Let's look for

Wilmington...

January 1999 Acorn User
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perhaps for the next version, it'’s no great
problem not having it but would involve
fewer clicks than the “type-in” option.

Wandering mouse

The second main option, also available on
the !Addressit toolbar, is Browse PAF. This
option is possibly for masochists bearing
in mind that there are 1.6 million of
entries. What you get is the entire
database listed in post code order, so you
can scroll up and down the list in
enormous leaps with the CD trying to
keep up with vou.

Alternatively you can type in a partial
post code (as long as it contains the initial
one or two letters and a number) and the
program will locate the nearest match.

The window update on the Matches
window is not entirely correct and
sometimes bits of old addresses are left
over, This is not a great problem though
perhaps could be addressed for the next
version.

Format set-up

This section allows you to set up the
format of the data to be output. Plus it
allows new formats combining different
fields of the PAF to be defined, as well as
allowing fields to be combined on to the
same line if required.

Field delimiters for the output can be
defined so if the database into which you
want to load the data has strange
formatting requirements this system is
versatile enough to cope with just about
anything.

This is all very useful but it has one
serious flaw which had me irritated
within seconds (though it will only ever
bother me that one time): 1 know [ should
have read the manual first but who does?
I started to play around with the currently
selected format and having reached a
point where it was all a complete mess 1
decided to stop and re-start. So I looked in
the window for a resef button, there
wasn't one.

Okay, I thought, I'll close the window
without saving, but when I re-opened it
the mess was still there. Surely closing

i B Preferences
Quick Check hotkey Cirl Tab
Guess before search

__i Street _J Posttown
_J Locality J County

____J Interaciive search

Default format

Generie Text

|
|
' 2 .S’\*e I |

Default settings for the program’s preferences

Quick Check |

Matches I Generic Text

Acorn User January 1999

http://www.acornuser.com/

| Matches from enguiry
H —"]| r_ln‘__i! Hi from| 45 | Fﬂnm.'i Generic Text gl
Streer! PO Box ELnx*urium |Pnslrm‘u ;C'tmmy Posrcode gl
“| Bayleys Lane Wilmington Polegate East Sussex BN26 6RS
Baylevs Lane Wilmington Polegate East Sussex BN26 6RT
Cherry Tree Lane Wilmington Dartford DA2 FAE
: 8l Manor Close Wilmington Dartford DA2 7AR
o The Close Wilmington Dartford DA2 7ES
| Clarenden Place Witmington Dartford DA2 7HL
The Chenies Wilmington Dartford DA2 NP
The Firs Wilmington Homiton Devon EXi4 %G
Orchard Close Wilmingron Honiton Devon EX14 91
1 Whireficld Witmington Honiron Devon EXi4 01
: Wilmingron Honiron Devon EX14 9JL
Widworthy Court Wilmingron Honiron Devon EXI4 9IN

B

down the application and re-starting will
fix it? No, it had clearly saved the mess as
the new format - even though I had not
clicked the Save button at any time. Not
good.

Preferences

The preferences window allows you to
change the hotkey for the Quick Check
pop-up window, more of which in the
next section. It also allows you to modify
the behaviour of the search from the
Enquiry dialogue.

You can select “Guess before search”
on any of the street, post town, locality or
county fields and this has the effect of
doing a match with the list of names first
and choosing the closest match on each
of the specified fields before performing
the actual search.

The “Interactive search” window
performs a match every time you press a
key in the Enquiry dialogue, so you can
see how well what you're typing is
matching and click on the right item to
speed up data entry.

Finally you can specify which output
format will be the one that’s used as
default in either the Quick Check and
Matches windows.

Other matters

The program does have one very nifty
idea which is the hot-keyed Quick Check
feature: What happens is that you are
typing away at a letter and you want the
proper address. You press Control+Tab
and up pops the Quick Check box, enter
the post code and the house number, if
any, then select the output format (if
necessary) and click ... the result is typed
straight into the document, just like this:

Media House

Adlington Industrial Estate
Adlington

Macclesfield

Cheshire

SK10 4NP

Except 1 cheated, instead of the house
number I typed in the name of the
building and then had to separate the first

...and here's just a few of them, from Bath to Dartford to Devon

two lines — but it was less arduous than
entering the whole thing. And now I
know what the real address ought to be -
not that we're changing.

There are quite a few fairly stringent
rules that apply to this software, for a start
what you get is a single year's worth of
usage, this is sensible because the PAF is
going to need updating. Other rules
include being unable to make the
software or data available to any third
party in any way. The Royal Mail
themselves are very strict about the use of
PAF, hence that gets passed on to the
buyer.

So who would use [Addressit?
Obviously it's not intended for private use
- though there’s nothing to stop
individuals buying it. However it's key use
is for business to ensure that the address
database is correct and useful.

The program appeared just as Tau Press
began operations and for a company
whose whole business is in addresses it
was a welcome addition. We've been
testing addresses against the database
especially where, for example, the writing
on competition entries hasn’t been
entirely clear, or has omitted the postcode
completely. It has been very useful despite
what | perceive as flaws in the format
interface.

Along with Octopus Systems' CallerlD
it provides another weapon for the
marketing arsenal that has been available
to non-RISC OS machines for quite a
while and adds another argument for
showing that Acorn machines can beA
business machines as well. U

s =

Product details W
|Addressit
£199

Fabis Computing, 48 Charles
Street, Church Gresley,
Swadlincote, Derbys, DE11 9QD

Product:

Price:

Supplier:

Tel: [+44] (0) 1283 552761
Webh: www.fabis.demon.co.uk
L E-mail:  sales@fabis.demon.co.uk 5
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Risc PC £35.00 T DENITIVE COLLECTI

version inc. VAT AVAILABLE NOW

"HTMLEdit [v3] is

the outright winner"
Acorn User, Sept 97

"The only HTML editor
worth considering"”
Acorn Publisher, August 97

"[HTMLEdit] is going
to be hard to beat"”
Risc User, July 97

"Using the program
is simplicity itself”
Archimedes World, June 97

"The editor and
browser are superb...”
Archive, September 97

LockSmith £15
& PCSound Pro 2
now ouf too! £40

A"-new Versions!

Next Generation
WWW Authoring For RiscOS

All the tools you need for £105! | 3

The press agree with us when we say that our RiscOS Web
Authoring solutions set new standards in power and ease of use.
Now, in our quest to produce an even more integrated and
powerful solution, we've put together a single pack containing:

HTMLEdit 4+: Java support, sound and music, link and image
checking, syndax colouring and OLE.... £53
Enhanced Web Toolkit: Visual frames, tables, animations,
maps, palette control, drawfile conversion... £30
WebSpell: A complete HTML-aware spelling checker £15

Webster XL:  The latest version of our hot new browser with
frames, tables, forms, sound and JavasScript, £25

Also check out our new SifeMastfer for absolute control over your whole site! £25
R-Camp, 2F|‘obert M’offar Htgh Legh Knutsford Cheshire WA16 6PS

o1: 01925 755043

ax: 01925 75737
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R-Comp Interactive have reeled out a
good number of hits over the last few
months, with Abuse, Syndicate+ and Descent
all delivering many hours of gripping
gameplay. There's a slight change of subject
material with the release of their latest
conversion — instead of futuristic settings and
advanced weaponry, Heroes Il unfolds to
bring you the story of the bitter struggle
between two brothers, princes in a mediaeval
world.

Prince Roland is the kinder of the two,
whereas Archibald, the black sheep of the
family, has a decidedly darker character. Their
father, the good King Ironfist, has recently
died and treachery has twisted the usual
procedure of succession. Forced to flee the
castle while Archibald crowns himself king,
Roland escapes to a remote castle, and
begins to plot his revenge.

Heroes I, released on the PC by New
World Computing, is a blend of strateqy and
role-play, and the Heroes of Might and Magic
series is a spin-off from another family of
titles named Might and Magic. Whereas
the Might and Magic range concentrated on
the role-play elements of the game and
presented the fantasy world to the player via
a three-dimensional Doom-style walkabout
interface, the Heroes saga follows the
fortunes of the major characters revealed in
the earlier series, and adopts an interface
reminiscent of games such as Sid Meier's
Civilization.

Installation is straightforward, although
there is one fairly major catch for people
whose hard drives aren’t particularly large.
The installer requests 85Mb of disc space
before it will install the game; it's not small, by
any stretch of the imagination. Coincidentally,
it was about this time when | first experienced
lomega'’s Click of Death, just as | was trying to
archive older material onto Zip discs. That,
however, is another story.

After you've agonised over which games
or packages you can safely delete, it's
just a matter of following the instructions -
the two labelled floppy discs contain all
of the Acorn-specific material, and the rest is
copied and converted from the PC CD-ROM.
This takes a few minutes, so boil the kettle
before you start. However, once you've
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of Might

Steve Mumford indulges himself with a
strategic masterpiece from RCI

finished, it's possible to play the game
without the CD in the drive - ideal if, like me,
your CD-ROM drive isn't directly linked to the
Acorn’s sound system and you want to play
the in-game music through a conventional CD
player.

Heroes Il is a turn-based strategy game,
and each player has to make all of their
moves before passing on control. This system
brings both advantages and disadvantages;
although it isn’t as frenetic as games such as
Age of Empires or Command and Conquer, it
does mean that you can plan your domination

cK one o o
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" large and inhospitable land

of the world much more carefully. A turn-
based approach also makes multi-player
gameplay much easier to implement — more
of which later.

The game’s interface is easy to use and
consistent - if you're wondering about the
effects or status of an object, clicking on it
with the right-hand mouse button will pop
open an explanatory window. This works in
many places throughout the game and is a
particularly nice feature, helping to ease the
learning curve for new players.

As its name suggests, Heroes Il continues
where its predecessor left
off, and having waded
through the first few
pages of the manual
reading about ‘upgrades’,
‘character skills’ and ‘new
hero types’, | was a little
concerned that the game
might prove to: he
inaccessible to  anyone
who hadn’t played the
original. However, there's
no need to worry as
there’s a descriptive
introduction to the game
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and Magic

specially designed for those who are new to
the Heroes series.

The tutorial introduces you to the key
aspects of the game - the Succession Wars
are played out on a series of expansive
square maps covering a variety of Enroth’s
different terrains, and when the game
begins, a small patch of land around your
home castle will be revealed to you. At the
start of most games, you own one castle on
the map and have one hero under your

control, along with a pretty meagre collection
of troops. The first priority Is to explore the
immediate vicinity for minerals or treasure to
bolster the war effort — small piles of
materials such as gold or ore are dotted
around at the start of the game but, as you
might imagine, these freebies disappear quite
rapidly. ‘

If you move your mouse over one of these
hoards, the pointer changes into an icon of a
rearing horse — whenever this symbhol

BraoKen Alliance
“Deathgnle
Dragon Rider
Dragaon Wars

tol- | Enrolh
[i}# ForsaKon Lands
{18  Tood vs. Evil
of ¢ Horoos

Three WarloeKs in the lond of |
Dragons: Lase thy homa and all §
will be lasl. Tonguer Lhy
enemies and Lhie land shall
forever bo yours!

appears, it means there’s an event or location
on the map that you can visit or trigger.
Examples are plentiful and, as well as clumps
of treasure, mines full of precious materials
and other resource stations, you'll find more
unusual places to investigate. The windmill,
for instance, provides the first visitor every
week with a gift of minerals or gems, and
there are all manner of temples, relics and
magic fountains to pep up the strength of
your party.

Of course, you're not going to get far with
only one hero, and increasing the strength of
your armies is vital. Each castle that you own
will produce a certain number of troops
per week, but this depends on the
accommodation available within. Every day,
assuming you have adequate supplies of the
raw materials required, you can add a new
location or object to each town you own.
These range from new abodes to attract
different creatures into your realm, to features
such as wells which increase population
growth. There’s also the chance to fortify a
castle with turrets and a moat - these
prove very useful if your castle stands a
chance of being marauded by nearby
opponents, which brings us neatly on to the
subject of combat.

Battle between two parties is a rather
stylised affair, but it's very simple to learn and
has distinct advantages over some of the
more involved systems seen in other strategy
games. The two opposing forces line up on
opposite sides of the battlefield, and the
commanding heroes control the battle from a
safe distance. Each side then gets a chance
to move one of their groups of creatures
(each party can have up to five different
creature types) and attack the enemy if
possible. This is where you'll first encounter
the great diversity of creatures available in
Heroes Il — there are six different hero
classes, including Knight, Warlock and
Necromancer, and each class has its own
preferred selections of creatures it can raise.
The Knight recruits peasants, pikemen and

i a5
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Acorn C++ HALF PRICE £ 125
RiscOS PRM's Voll-4 HALF PRICE £ 55
17" SVGA Monitor 3 year warranty 0.27ag £ 280
8.4GB IDE IBM/Quantum Fireball Hard Disc £ 200
Internal Zip Drive with IDE interface & 1 disc £ 165
Canon BJC4300 Colour bubblejet £ 150
Parallel Scanner Plustek Optic Pro 600x300 optically inc Acorn S/W £ 125
New High Res Plustek OpticPro 1200x600 optically inc Acorn S/W £ 160
New Epson Scanner GT7000 SCSI with S/W £ 275 inc Transparency adaptor £ 350
PC Card 5x86 133MHz 512k Cache £ 300
New A7000's SMB from £ 390, A7000 System inc Monitor £ 500
S/H 9MB RiscPC's from £ 550, A5000's 4MB £ 350
RiscPC System A 32MB, 1V, 1.2GB, CD-ROM & 14" SVGA £ 1175

RiscPC System B 32MB, 2V, 5.1GB, 5x86 133Mhz 512K, PC Pro, Windows95,
15" SVGA & CDROM £ 1750

For RAM pricing please phone (prices rising fast!) - 32MB £ 55? but 64MB Now £ 105

. CJE Micro's
All prices INCLUDE VAT @17.5% 78 Brighton Road

& Delivery. Official Orders Welcome E&OE yorhing
West Sussex

BN11 2EN
cJeapvoz - Tel 01903 523222 Fax 01903 523679 sales@cje.co.uk http://www.cje.co.uk

CJE4DVO2 RiscOS 3.1, RiscPC and
StrongARM compatible,
Please specify computer

when ordering

Real McCoy

Technodream
Silverball
2 _ Bloodlust
Super Snail places you in the control of Sam the Snail. Carnage Inc.
Sam’s a snail quite unlike any other - in fact, /.w s not like 7 Real McCoy 6 _ £35' e
any any snail you'll ever have met before.

“oooccasasa

Pushy - 12

8

Morph is a massive new 4D adventure, you work your way
around the castle collecting the bonuses and solving

(,} Hop (,hess £}5 puzzles as the game progresses.

The Fourth Dimension, 78 Brighton Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN11 2EN
q\ 4‘ Tel: 01903 213361 Fax: 01903 523679 Email: 4d@cje.co.uk Web: www.cje.co.uk/4d/

Prices and specifications are correct at the time of going to press. All prices are fully inclusive. E&OE.




cavalry whereas the Necromancer prefers to
use the forces of the undead.

Each creature has its own method of
fighting, whether it's hand-to-hand combat or
missile attacks, and some of them have innate
resistances as well - the Iron and Steel
Golems, for instance, have limited resistance
to magic. If you've invested in a spellbook for
your hero and built a Mage Guild in one or
more of your castles, magic spells can be cast
to attempt to alter the course of the battle —
these range from simple shield spells to
devastating fireblasts that affect an area of
the battlefield. By targeting your attacks
carefully, you can neutralise the major threat
of an attack before the opposition has a
chance to damage the strength of your party
—and the fewer new recruits you will need to
bolster your numbers, the more money you

have available to spend on powerful upgrades

to your castles.

In summary

If you enjoy strategy games, Heroes Il has
plenty to offer. R-Comp Interactive have made

S
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an excellent choice in converting this title;
although its name isn’t as immediately
recognisable as Doom or Descent, it survives
the port to the Acorn almost fully intact, and
the gameplay is identical to that of the PC
version. The only features we've lost are the
fullscreen video introductions that are used
to set the scene; instead, the plot is revealed
with a slideshow of images carefully taken
from the film and overlaid with subtitles.

The sound is a wee bit gritty, but other
than that, the conversion is faultless - they've
even Improved on the original by improved
file cacheing and reduced disc access.
Admittedly, it would have been nice to be able
to play the game in a desktop window, but I'm
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being a bit unfair — that would really just be
the little plastic figure on the icing on top of a
very large, moist cake.

As seems to be becoming a characteristic
trait of games released by RCI, you get very
good value-for-money — as well as a solid
conversion of the original game, complete
with map and scenario editor, a further
CD was included in the Heroes Il box.
The Desecrated Lands disc is full of extra
levels with which to test your skills, and
represents some of the best levels made
available over the Internet after the game’s
original release.

Add to this the hotseat multiplayer -

capabilities of the original, allowing up to six
people to sit around the machine and
play against each other using exactly the
same game mechanics as the single-
player version, and this gives months of
absorbing gameplay. Finally, the high-quality
packaging and manual simply reinforce
the game’s professional heritage and
solid conversion, making this an absolute
classic and a game I'll be playing for a ﬂ

long time to come. e U

Product details
Product: Heroes of Might and Magic Il
Price: £35

FI-Cornp Interactive, 22_Flobert
Moffat, High Legh, Knutsford,
Cheshire WA16 6PS

(+44/0) 1925 755043
(+44/0) 1925 757377

Supplier:

http://www.rcomp.co.uk/

rci@rcomp.co.uk
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@ Archimedes

Free Ads

Panasonic KXP-1180 printer,
comprehensive paper han-
dling, very good condition and
in original box, with
handbook, four new ribbons
and perspex stand, £60 ono.
Telephone 01252 409138,

@ RiscPC600, RISCOS3.6, 24+1

Mb, 3.2Gb Hd, 486/33 PCCard,
CDRom, AKF60, Speakers, Lots
of software, 190+ Mag Disks,
Manuals, Original Boxes, £525
Tel: 01582 615183 Luton

@ Games Sale: Simcity, Pacmania,

Gods, Flashback, Virtual Golf
Wentworth & Augusta, Break
147 & Superpool also available,
Olivetti JP-150 Inkjet Printer,
Logitech Mouse Tel: 01926
450478

@ Archimedes A420, 4Mb, ARM3,

RISC 083, Morley SCSI 1/F,
540Mb SCSI, Video Enhancer,
Digitiser + Loads of software
including Techwriter, Personal
Accounts, etc. £500 o.n.o
01530 411288 [ 0498 773671

A310M, RGB
Colour Monitor, RISC OS 3.01,
MEMC1A, 2MB RAM, Ifel 4-
way backplane, Dual Serial
port,  Joystick,  Armadeus
(sampling) software, Various
games incl. Elite. 3 years worth
of ACORN USER and RISC
USER back issues. £100. Tel:
0961 403741

Risc PC 600, 26Mb RAM,
410Mb HD, 486 Card, Sportster
modem, 17" AKF8S monitor,
CD ROM + software. Excellent
condition. Offers £500.
Bridgnorth 01746 765732

Risc PC 233Mhz StrongARM,
32MB RAM, 2MB VRAM, 2.4GB
HD, 24x CD-ROM, 17" llayma
Vision Master Pro Monitor,
Colour Handscanner, £1,100

ono. Buyer Collects
(Cambridge). Tel: 01954
230488

Acorn A3000 4Mb RAM,
RISCOS 2.0, Acorn RGB
Monitor, Games, Manuals,

Learning Curve software and
manuals, BBC Basic manual,
Beebug C software and manual.
Tel: 0141 649 8367 after 6pm.
Games going for a song! Birds
of War, Virtual Golf, Augusta,
Stunt Racer 2000, extra tracks,
Cyber Chess, Chequered Flag,
Break 147, Tel: 0958 746440

A5000, 4Mb, hard drives
162/511 Mb. Excellent
condition — monitor, CD Rom,
Star LC24-200 printer,
joysticks, speakers, OvationPro,
games, lots of software. £550
Tel 01206 766578.
RPC700, 26MB,
with  PC-Card,
Acorn-C/C++, PRM,

software and books,

850MB-HD,
CD-ROM,
various
Many

@ A7000, 8mb,CD drive,good

@ Sibelius 7 latest version (v3.5). @

® A5000, 8MB RAM, SCSI1 with

To submit a free ad to Acorn User,
complete the coupon on page 70.
25 words maximum per ad.

Magazines.  £950.  Offers @ Risc PC 600 12Mb, 400Mb HD,

welcome. Phone Robert, Work: cD ROM, Impression,

01279-402135, Eve: 0181-  pipedream, games and apps.

9266760. £850. Tel: 01252 871292
® Games for sale (20+) and  (Yately, Hampshire)

gamepads. Nearly all excellent g
condition, includes Alone/
Dark, Flashback, Star Fighter...
E-mail matt.morrison@usa.net
or ring (01725) 552024, ask for
Matt.

A3010 4MB RAM, 60MB HD,
AKF17 14in monitor, Canon
BJ200, mono bubblejst printer,
Pipedream 4, Ovation etc. £150
ono. 01993 776853 (Witney)
® CJES9 PC Card, PCPro, PC
Exchange, disks, booklets,
£190. Canon 610 printer plus
CC Turbo Driver and lead,
£100. Tel: 01422 364089
(Halifax) Buyer collects

A4000 210HD, 4Mb, Loads of

condition little used original
boot intact, all manuals
etc.some software £375, AKF60
£90 or £425 for both 01254
702980

Strongarm compatible. quality software, games and
Registered copy, all rights clip-art:  £200.  (Redditch,
transferable. Complete, boxed Worcs).

with up-to-date manual. Would
cost £700 from Sibelius.
Absolute bargain at £400. Steve
(0113) 226 4912 (Leeds).

® Photodesk Lite £50; Pro-Artisan
24 £30; Composition £30;
Artworks (dongle and SA
compat) £35; Squirrel Database
£15; Ovation £15; CC Turbo
printer drivers BJC 600 £15 and
BJC 800 £15. Tel: 01268 734215

Risc PC 700 RISC OS 3.6, 18Mb
RAM, 800Mb HD, Windows 95,

POWERROM, 2xCDROM,
Viper 150 Tape drive + 9 Tapes,
Ether3, AKF18, 1.6GB HD,
400MB HD, Linux installed, @
£395, Tel Chris: 01285 713514

® A4000, AKF60, immaculate, PC486 card, CD ROM Quad
loads of quality software,  speed, Mustek MES6000CX
upgraded Quantum HDD. scanner and card. Plus various
Excellent for WP/DTP, software £5000no. Tel
education £220 ono. Phone evenings: 01354 692966
Rob after Spm 01299 270834 (Cambs)
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Dave Lawrence and
Dave Acton pun their
way through more
programming ditties

Tesselate than never auwor i vetor

Tesselate is a program from the prolific
author Philip Mellor that generates
tesselating drawfiles. You first create the
shape(s) to be tesselated using the design
window — click select on the iconbar icon
or choose Window -> Design from the
main menu. Opening the tesselation
window (adjust click on the iconbar)
shows you the output. One further
window, Arrangement, allows you to
control the layout and spacing of the tiles
in the tesselation.

The design window consists of a
workspace where you can control the
shape that will be tesselated. Clicking on
a point selects it and an adjoining line,
highlighted in red. You can move the
points on the shape by dragging with
SELECT. If the ‘Gridlock’ icon on the
toolbar is selected then the point will be
moved to the nearest spot on the grid.
You can add another point on the
midpoint of the selected line by clicking
the ‘Add point’ icon on the toolbar (a red
square). You can delete the selected point
be clicking on the ‘Delete point’ icon on
the toolbar (a dustbin). Clicking the ‘Add
new shape’ icon on the toolbar adds a
new triangular shape to the design.

Clicking the ‘Joined points’ or
‘Unjoined points’ icons on the toolbar
decides whether the selected line is visible
or not. This is useful for creating gaps in
the shape outline. Unjoined points are
shown as dashed blue lines in the design
window, and are not visible in the

Tesselation window and when exporting
as a drawfile. Note if you have used
‘Unjoined points’ in your design, you
may not be able to fill the shapes in Draw
properly. If this is the case, either redesign
the shape not to use unjoined points, or
leave the tesselation as an outline.

The Arrangement window lets you
alter how the shapes are arranged and
repeated to make the tesselation. All
numbers are in OS units. It is
recommended to use the Presets menu
first to get the computer to estimate the
best way to tesselate the shape, then fine-

tune the result manually if necessary.

[ o - LIRS

Three methods of tesselation are available
from this menu. The Horizontal and
Vertical Spacing variables control the gaps
between each row or column, the Offset
variables control how far each new row or
column is indented and the Copies
variables control how many times the
shape is repeated.

You can save your work as a Tesselation
file which allows you to re-load it for
further editing later, or as a Draw file,
which you could import into a word
processor or simply print from Draw.

A number of examples are provided in
the directory called, er, Examples.

T iy (G T

Tesselation

ERE
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lvor feeling there may be a pun coming e e

There are those who would suggest that the sole criterion by
which we judge the printworthiness of an item is how useful the
name of the author might be in punning terms. This is an
outrageous suggestion of course, tantamount to slander in fact.
Ivor Clarke's submission was chosen purely as a high quality
item and has nothing to do with the fact that his forename is
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16 all out

Author: Nigel Stoner

unusually flexible in the pun department. Just thought we ought
to get that clear from the start. We now return you to your
regular programs...

We have long said in *Quit that you can send us almost
anything as long as it isn't more than 100K and doesn’t smell too
bad. As long as it might be of use to, or entertain the great *Info
readership, we'll be glad to stick it on the disc. Ivor proves the
point with two fonts and a drawfile.

Curiously, one of the fonts goes under the same name as
its creator. Ivor (the font) is used by Ivor (the chap) since it looks
like Ivor (the chap)’s best handwriting. The other is called
Technical, and is a redrawn, scaffolded, skeletoned version of a
font used by Ivor’s son for university design work. I am sure you
will agree that both are well worth copying into your !Fonts
directory.

To demonstrate his fonts, and indeed, any others you might
care to, Ivor has also included a drawfile called, not-quite-eleven-
letteredly, FontDispla. Each Ascii character from the Latin set is
shown in its own numbered box - just Select All and change the
font from the Draw menu as required.

If you have a font or two to share with us, or a handy drawfile
like Ivor's, why not share it with the world?

You've all seen this kind of thing on the
Crystal Maze. And you know that in just
two and a half minutes from entering the
Aztec-style chamber, the civil servant
from Didcot is going to meet with a
barrage of frantic cries of “Come out,
come out!” Well, with a bit of practice
using Nigel Stoner’s AllOut game, you
might just get the extra crystal you need
to win that abseiling holiday in Norwich

you've always dreamed of.

The object of the game is to turn all
of the green lights red. Clicking on a
light will change its colour but will also
change some of the neighbouring ones
too. And therein lies the puzzle - work
out the pattern and find the shortest
number of pressed to produce sixteen red
lights.

By default the level is set to Easy.

Medium and Hard await the experts and
you can even customise the game by
designing your own pattern. The
middle light in the little customise
window represents the one clicked on.
Select what happens to the neighbours
and click Done when finished. And for
the biggest challenge of all, select
Randomise and try and solve a new puzzle
each time.

Put that in your pipe

and copy it (rather slowly) sumor oy oratam

Roddy Graham has been exploring the wonder that is PipeFs...

“Several years ago *Info ran a competition to find the most
useless system call. 1 never found one: instead, this is my
submission for your Most Useless Filing System comp, which I
expect you'll have on the go within minutes of reading this.
[Sure thing - all entries to the usual address please...]

“pipefs219'is a one line basic program which provides access
to the pipe: device by way of an icon bar icon, giving a sort of
flexible RAM disc. It's a memory hog, using whatever is in the
‘next’ slot, and you have to quit it via the Tasks display, but hey
- it's a One Line Filing System.

“pipefs219 was written after 1 discovered the pseudo-filing
systems lurking within my A3000. I thought I might end up with
something similar to an Amiga ramdisc (using just as much
memory as files needed, and releasing it when no longer
needed), which would be handier than the Arc's version. [You
need MemFS for that.] Sadly it was not to be.”

Of course the PipeFsS is used to pipe information through from
one task to another when doing so by other means would be
fiddly. Although it isn't of much practical use to open pipe: as a
filer window, it is interesting enough to do once. It’s a read-once
filing system - files read from the pipe are deleted.

OpenAll is a simple obey file that opens filer windows for all
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the pseudo filing systems. Again, not very useful but quite
interesting. Note that devices:§ contains pseudo files Parallel and
Serial (and FastParallel). Clicking on Parallel you half expect it to
load a picture of your printer. And dropping a text file onto the
kbd: filer should make the keys go up and down of course,

[ B pipe:$
&aZap WR/ Directory DEADDEAD DEADDEAIL-
T"
[
1 B devices:$ i P bl
w FastParallel W/ 0 Device 08:50:23 19 Nov 1998 |£
= Parallel WR/ 0 Device 08:50:23 19 Nov 1998  f=
w Serial WR/ 0 Device 08:50:23 19 Nov 1998 é
i nulk =
7
-
]
i |oe] printer: {15
i
7
[E5]




The whale is not a fish = it's an insect o janvive

Our Danish friend Mr Jan Vibe has been
turning his attention to matters factual,
although even in this territory he seems
unable to resist manipulating the odd
sprite mask or three,

“This application displays interesting
facts on the screen. It started as an
experiment using the font system,
but now, it is a full blown application,
which displays interesting facts using
some special methods of revealing the
text.

“The text used by this program is the
text file with the name Texf placed in the
!Facts directory. The program will
randomly select a text, placed between
the separator characters %06,

“The selected text is shown on the
screen 3 seconds for each line, so a text
with 3 lines is shown for 9 seconds. By
tapping the keyboard, a new selected text
can be made to appear.”

In all there are twelve methods used to
reveal the next message and these can
be found within the main CASE
statement. All are quite simple, most
involving a FOR..NEXT loop or two
and the obligatory SpriteOp calls to
switch output to a sprite mask and back
again.

You Only ring tWice Author: Justin Fletcher

Q: How can you tell if the phone is
ringing?
A: You can hear it ring.

OR you plug a modem into the line,
connect it to your computer and run
Justin Fletcher’s latest module. This
monitors the ‘Ring Indicator’ line on the
serial port and when it detects a ring, uses

the Speak module to say “Ring Ring” (!).
Of course, the action chosen is not the
important bit - you could easily change it
to do some other task; possibly even
something useful. Justin suggests you
could switch off the computer sound, or
pause the CD player. Source code is
provided in Basic and in Justin’s own
‘|FPatch’ format.

Cool tools and
funky hour Author: Mark Wilmer

You might be forgiven for thinking that *Info has slipped into a
bit of a Jazz Club mode. (Great) Just a bit of desktop jazzing-up
though, courtesy of Mark Willmer.

CoolTools is just your regular desktop revamp with a new set
of tool sprites. We get a lot of these at *Info and although most
are quite fun, there aren’t that many that we could live with on
a day-to-day basis if you know what I mean. CoolTools is
refreshingly liveable-with though - even the twirly poles along
which the subtly shaded sausages slide. (Hang on while I wipe
the saliva from the monitor.)

FunkyHour gives a makeover to your hourglass. FunkyHour was
created using Jon Ribbens’ HourMake utility and the original
sprites are included should you wish to tinker further or merely
admire them. Particularly nice is the mini-hourglass which is
used as the percentage indicator.

Great galloping gaskets
Author: John Whitington

This is not the first time that Sierpinski’s famous gaskets have
appeared in these hallowed pages, and | doubt if it will be the
last. It may be the first time we've seen bouncing red, green and
blue gaskets though, and we have John Whitington to thank for
bringing us this whole new fractal experience. Just run and
enjoy.

i3
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“Special Offer

All the programming
help you could need

Basic Programmer’s Toolkit and

Wimp Programmer’s Toolkit just £7.50
each or £13.50 for both

These complementary discs provide programs
and utilities to make the task of creating Basic
programs and multitasking Wimp programs
that much easier allowing you to concentrate
on the important parts of your work.

Written b !
y
The Basic Programmers’s Toolkit
A ! programmgrs who contains the following applications
Progfamm ) know the p|tfails, these  with explanatory handbook:
T 0 Olkﬁ" - two disks provide _ @ Basic Program Printer

: @ Basic Program Formatter
genuine help for youto g sy manager

build up your skills and ® Basic Program Analyser

e ; ; ; @ Basic Program Cruncher
abilities in this pOtentlal @ Basic Program Differentiator

@Y

minefield of difficulties. @ Basic Program Monitor
® Basic Help
A Vai’able now @ Library of Basic Routines

SO Orn der tOday The Wimp Programmer’s Toolkit

A contains a complete handbook
TT77  and these applications:

YES! Please send me: NEMD IR, s e | :
! ® Window Template Editor

[:l Basic Programmers Toolkit for £7.50 A dra s i i G B S | ® Menu Template Editor
D Wimp Programmers Toolkit for £7.50 e ! . SR

s oen iy T B et e R e | ® Wimp Monitor Utility
[ ] Both Toolkits for just £13.50 1 e :

Free P&P in the UK only S ® Temp_latg |nformat|on U_[lhty

[] AdQE1 P&P por Hom If ordering from Eutgpe s : : ::r:h;fato; .
D Add £2 P&P per item from outside Europe POSICOBIE tielers s resrtbsrsani s G s 1 e mp Frogram

I ® Single Window Shell

=
o
(@)
LL
o
L
()]
oc
@)

@ Multitasking Memory Viewer
@® Wimp Message Monitor |
@ Wimp Library

Expiry Date:

[] Please tick here if you do not wish to receive promotianal information from other companies

AU9S01

S i e e e T e 5
Valueoforderf________ : ® Wimp Flags Generator
| wish to pay by: Send your order to: : @ Poll Mask Generator
[ ] Cheque/postal order (payable to Tau Press Ltd) I?;é'i‘: 3;??;8 Ti‘(‘jlfi’r:;fos{; o O ® Basic PI'OGEduI'e and
[ ] Credit Card (Visa/Barclaycard/Mastercard/Access) Macclesfield SK10 4np. | FunCt’on'AnaIVs_er
: @ Basic Variable Lister
i ; @® Wimp Debugging Utilit
crottoatne [ [ I T LTI LT [JLITT] ! p Debugging Utiity
|
1
I
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WatCh it b Floating Ienses are trOUbIe! Author: Darren Green

Okay, okay, we have to admit that we
have no idea what Wiflat stands for,
We've searched Darren Green's little
game for clues but found nothing. Maybe
that civil servant from Didcot might have
more luck... Whatever it stands for, Wiflat
is a fun little game that borrows a little bit
of Repton; a soupgon of Xor; a sprinkle of
Sokoban, served with a coulis of sliding
block puzzle.

Play takes place on a grid of
multicoloured squares. You use the Z, X, /
and ‘ keys to move a cursor around this
grid. The object is to collect the treasure
squares coloured pink (1 point) and
yellow (5 points) before moving on to the
next level. Of course life is never quite
that easy — firstly, you are playing against
the clock. If you run out of time, you lose
a life and the level is restarted.

Secondly, contact with a floating
eyeball is equally deadly (isn't it always?).
The main hazard though is the special
squares that are dotted liberally about
each level. You will come across deadly
red squares; icy blue squares; fruity keys;
speed-up pills; magic mushrooms and
even the occasional purple bonus
treasure. The full list of special squares
and their effects can be found in Darren’s
help file.

If you get completely stuck in a

corner, F11 will dock a life and restart
the level. F12 ends the current game
and Ctrl+Escape quits the program
completely.

Knowing the *Info populace we
predict we will now see a steady stream

SRR
e

-

of screen editors, desktop versions
and probably even an interrupt-
driven computer-play version that
uses a wimp filter to display the entire
board in the title bar of the task
manager.

ON ERROR PRINT SOMETHING

USEFUL FOR A CHANGE

Author: Scott Boham

We've all suffered at the hands of the fateful abort on data
transfer. I'm still not quite clear what a data transfer is exactly,
and why it might be aborted. But if you're determined to get to
the bottom of such problems, this little programming example
from our old friend Scott Boham could be just what you're

looking for.

It's nice to publish a program whose second line deliberately

300886 T PAABBRASE AHD
A6 6 BA680AA 3B D
36 6 5 BEBBRGBHB DCD
Aa08 A BOABBAOBEA
A0 A 4
=
B0 E 8 O8800A6H D
56 8 AAGBR820 i
68088 HREARA23E
AAB3006E ; DR
ABABZARA 6 g
: :
ABRBEA6 6C616
-
HeRasE 2 5 O
HABB8EA LS 6F 6 :
ARAARA1 4 GEGE 28
ABABEE 1LY % A
APEA8A1S 516 i
A BRBRLE6A76 B R
HBABEA28 66 6E 6
0
08I 128726 de
0 P A D D

generates an error. It does so to test PROCerror. This simple error
handler looks for an address in the error message. If so, it extracts
it and then uses SWI_DebuggerDisassemble to list the bit of
program around where the error occurred. The offending line is
picked out in green.

Obviously you can adapt the routine to

your own requirements - you could even print the disassembly

|
»)
oo
»
»

abrafralr-Tr-trafra
|
|
af
o)

=

us]

to a file and then prompt Zap to load it.
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Author: Mark Adcock

Now I'm not sure what picture you conjure up in
your minds when contemplating the scene of we
Dave's tapping away to write these five pages of stuff
and nonsense. Perhaps you
see a gleaming state-of-the-art workspace in glass and
chrome; perhaps a dingy attic room, with rising
damp and falling masonry. But curiously, I'm writing
this particular bit of *Info on the 13:08 from
Paddington to Oxford.

Now I wouldn’t normally mention this (well, 1
probably would actually) but this train, like all
Thameslink ones features one of those scrolling notice
boards. To maintain your attention, said board
employs many cunning scrolling techniques. Text
comes on from the right, goes off the left and
sometimes flashes a bit. How different commuter-life
might be if (and here, we finally get to the heart of the
matter — we thank you for your kind patience) — how
different it would be if Mark Adcock’s 3D Scroll
routine were employed to announce that the service would stop at
Slough and Maidenhead. People would sit up and take notice. And
then probably feel a bit sick from the violent perspective.

Like all the best *Info doodles, 3D Scroll is highly customisable
as its creator describes...

“Look inside the program and there are some variables to
change. You can just stick to the combinations I've
recommended or you can experiment. Explanations of the
variables are given below. The last set of values needs a fast
processor ie a StrongARM — you only get 35fps on my RPC700.

“The program Convert takes the file Source and generates the
letters. It’s not pretty — I've only released it so people can add
better character sets (mine is rubbish, but took me far longer
than 3D Scroll itself). Each character sprite has three different
colours — white, red, and green. A light texture (tex2) is
substituted for the green and a dark one (tex0) for the red. The
white part is somewhere in between (fex1).”

“You can change the message it uses by changing the file
message, but be warned, only ASCII 33 to 95 are included in the
character set, to save space on disc. Each character is 64 by 64 =
4K, so a full set would use a lot of memory. But ['m also too lazy
to draw a full set...

“The positions of the top of the letters are controlled by a sine
wave (from now on called the “vertical offset wave” or VOW).
The height of the letters is controlled by another wave, the

r L *QUIT w

All programs, applications, hints, tips, drawfiles, fonts,
music and more to our regular abode if you please:

*INFO, Acorn User,
Tau Press, Media House, Adlington Park,
Macclesfield SK10 ANP

or, e-mail us (including your real address please) at:
starinfo@acornuser.com

No e-mails longer than 100K please. Screenshots, background
info and ideas for customising your program are most welcome.
Cover-disc space is limited, so we won't be able to carry massive
programs however brilliant.

Please put your name, address and program title on every
disc and include a text file containing your name, address,
disc contents and program details. An SAE will ensure your
discs are returned. If you are responding to one of our
challenges, please mark your envelope accordingly.

*info submissions only please.
- J

Acorn User January 1999
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height wave (HW). The VOW progresses at wave2speed%
sixteenths of a pixel per frame and its peak-to-peak amplitude is
amp2% pixels. The variables wavelspeed% and ampl% do the
same for the HW. The speed of the text in pixels per frame is
textspeed%. When the program is set up, the VOW and HW are
put into tables and some data is calculated. For a normal
scrolltext as far as I can work out, you do this:

textpos=0

for x = 0 to 319
PROCplot_vertical Sliver of_a character
textpos+=1

next x

DEF PROCplot_vertical_Sliver of a_character

character = textpos>>6

x_position_within_character = textpos AND 63

plot sliver

ENDPROC

“As you can see, the character is 64 pixels wide and the x
coordinate of the actual character is contained in the bottom 6
bits. If you like, think of it as a fixed point number, with the
bottom bits being the part after the decimal point. The ‘plot sliver’
bit plots a vertical sliver using the height of the HW and at a
position determined by the VOW. The 3D Text works like this:

textpos=0

for x = 0 to 319
PROCplot_vertical Sliver_of_a character
textpos+=constant / HW(x)

next x

“How much you add to textpos is determined by the reciprocal
of the height of the sliver at that point times a constant. So for a
tall sliver, you will add a small value, and the letter will therefore
appear more spread out on the screen. Because it is more spread
out, it will move quicker than smaller (further away letters). This
gives you the 3D effect.

“In fact, you have a choice about how textpos is increased
depending on the sliver height. It can be a reciprocal of the
height (HorizScale%=1) or proportiaonal to a constant minus the
height all squared (HorizScale%=2). The former is perhaps "better’
because it uses a division, hence is probably closer to 'real’ 3D,
but occasionally type 2 looks better. The tables set up at the
beginning calculate how much is added to textpos as well as the
HW. They also contain data which prevents you having toA
use a division in the sliver plotter.” U




KALAT %
Publishing

P.0.Box 231, Barton, Bedford MK45 4HQ

Tel. 01582 881614 fax 01582 881614
Email; akalat@kbnet.co.uk

*** New Premises ***

During the course of November we will be moving into new
premises. We will be aiming to expand our list of products

and services. Meantime we can still be contacted at the

address below.

Phoebe / Risc PC 2
Due to the unsettled future of this product we are
unable to give details of pricing. We are still
optimistic about the likely appearance of the new
machine under the guidance of a new company.

SA Risc PC & A7000+ Systems

Thanks to Castle Technology we will be able to
continue to supply and support the existing Risc PC
and A7000+ systems. For current pricing please
contact us at the address below.

Network Computers
We can offer complete NC solutions running the
Topcat software and Citrix Metaframe from a
Windows NT server. We can offer the full package
from installing the network cables through to supply
and configuration of the server, nc's and the
software. Call for more information.

Components & Perlpherals

: ..:4Gb IDEHard D

Tel 0141 644 4952
Fax 0141 644 5299
http://www.tecs.co.uk

E-mail sales@tecs.co.uk
140 Busby Road, Clarkston, Glasgow G76 8BG

NB ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT @ 17.5%
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DESIGNING FOR

BRITISH AEROSPACE
GENEALOGY JOURNAL

If you use applications like Impression, ArtWorks
Ovation Fro, Studio24, Photodesk, HTMLEdit
for desktop publishing, image processing and
web site creation then Acorn Publisher is the
indispensable guide you must have.
Still only £24.95" for ayear’s subscription, and
we'll send you the issues with parts 1,2 & 3 of the

gcanning series for just £5'extra. Why wait!
o MUK only = Europe £28.90, elewhere £54.95 $£6 Europe, £8 elsewhere

Books on desktop publishing and She Internet

The 5 Latest title from

' Robin Williams:
. The Non-Designer’s Type Book -
~Iyp. *

Boo ¢ Everything you ever wanted to know
T | about choosing and using fonts.
mien, |  £16.95

! Other best-selling titles by Robin Williams:
. The Non-Designer's Design Book £14.95

| The Nori-Desigrer's Web Book ~ £18.95
all books plus £2 each p&p (UK)

TASI( Fﬂllﬁ

Clip Art

Still the best clip art collection.
Supplied with full colour manual
and all software needed.

OTILL £29, 95 MWW

| SEE US ON STAND 5W25 at BETT 1316 J_AN 1993 ;




Bids are welcome. Please help the auction!
Contact :

The Great Acorn Auction

in aid of Comic Relief

77 Station Road
Haydock

St. Helens
WAI1 0JL
Tel : 01744 600733 (all times) or 0161 295 4015 (day)

Email : auction@physchem.freeserve.co.uk

MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING......
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Alternative F’ubllshmg Ltd.

30 Clyde Place, Glasgow G5 8AQ

-
ACO’ n I Tel: 0141 418 0881 Fax: 0141 418 0889
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Advice and help

QUESTIONS Publishing (0121-212 0919) have
launched what they call a ‘one-stop-shop’ for
educational services for schools and homes,
Promising resources and services for pre-
schoolers to university students all you have
to do is log onto: www.education-quest.com

There are nine services so far on the site
ranging from an online book shop to an
educational training exchange designed to
help teachers in the classroom and parents at
home. This bookshop have over 300,000
books, videos and photocopiable resources
and educational software.

The Professional Practice Library consists of
articles on sound practical and theoretical
advice to support their work. To help find
what you need articles are grouped as literacy

Use IT

BACK in 1997 the Science Museum launched
the STEM Project to encourage schools to visit
the Science Museum in South Kensington and
share their learning with other schools over
the Internet. The Prime Minister gave his
support to the project which follows the route
the Government is taking of encouraging
schools to use and exploit the Internet. This
led to the STEM Awards for schools (teachers
and students) who create the best web-based
resources,

The 1999 now been

Awards have

and learning, maths, science, ICT, professional
development, school management, resource
management and school travel. In addition
there are search options to help as well.

In the section marked as Classroom
Materials teachers can find curriculum-
mapped lesson plans, photocopiable resources
and worksheets for primary and secondary
students. Added to this are sections on
vacancies, legal advice, discussions groups, a
searchable database of school equipment and
services, and a list of subject-specific courses.
Most of these services are free with the
exception of the Professional Practice Library
and Classroom Materials sections which cost
£75 a year each while the online legal advice
costs £25 a year. ‘

announced and entries must be submitted by
21 July 1999 and are split into three categories
under 11s, 11-18s and adults. Furthermore,
this year's awards is asking for entries from
outside the formal classroom by involving
visitors to the Science Museum’s two sister
museums - the National Railway Museum in
York and the National Museum of
Photography, Film and Television in Bradford.

You can get full details from
http://www.nmsi.ac.uk/education/stem/ or by
ringing 0171-938 8096.

L

Top marks

FIVE Star Marketing (0181-950
4973) have produced an
Educational CD-ROM which consists
of over 1Gb of software for only
£25.75. But what of the content?

Five Star's Norman King promises
a massive collection of clip-art,
fonts, and resources for the entire
curriculum as well as a collection of
useful web sites. For instance, the
History section comes with
chronological information as well
as information the two World Wars
but also a section on Hungary.
There are also 50 programs for your
Pocket Book and a host of utilities
and even the odd game to play
when no one is looking.

Animal magic

FED up with the computer looking
grey and boring? Setting up a new
interactive/role-play corner and
want to incorporate the computer?
Then take a look at Menimals.
Made from fur fabric you can slip a
cow, lion, moose or sheep over your
monitor for a snug fit. These will fit
14 or 15 inch monitors and Sherston
(01666 843200) can also supply
Monimals for 17 inch monitors too.
The cost is £12.75 each.

Words, words, words

ANGLIA (01603 615151) have
announced a new Primary Literacy
series — although only Level One
and Three will be available initially.
Level One is targeted at Year One
requirements of the National
Literacy Strategy and takes children
through the program with three
new friends: a robot, pirate and
wizard. Word, text and sentence
level work are all covered using
these characters and providing five
fun activities which would fit well
with the recommended carousel
approach.

So children may well find
themselves creating a book using a
branching story, working on muddle
activities placing words to make a
sentence or using traditional games
such as Snap in a new setting to
build word blending skills.

Correction

In the Geography round-up in the
last issue we stated that Maps and
Landscapes Volumes 1 & 2 were
published by AVP. While it's true
you can get it from AVP, the
publisher is actually Chalksoft
(01775 769518).

Contacting me
You can contact the Education
page by writing to me,
Pam Turnbull at Acorn User,
Tau Press, Media House,
Adlington Park, Macclesfield
SK10 4NP or e-mail:
educ@acornuser.com
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RISC DISC 1
£ lOmc VAT

RISC DISC 2

Uniqueway Ltd - 3 Clarendon Road, Cyncoed, Cardiff, CF3 7JD
Tel: 01222 464020 Fax: 01222 440071

WWW.uniqueway.co.uk
email: sales@uniqueway.co.uk

Full recognition of QuationPro Styles.
Including SmallCaps and TitleCaps.

‘Best Fit' of text sizes giving clearer
presentation on the Internet.

Full text colour support for HSV, CMYK
and RGB at any tint level.

Acorn graphic support - including conversion
to internet graphic formats.

Includes Internet GIF imponrt filter for OvationPro.

@?’ ~Freephone -~ 0500 121 242

‘% _ Emall softuare@levens.couk:
: (/e Wi levenscouk/ softuare

SOETWARE

pressig the right bittons

e

Owation Pro to HT ML Converter

single user licence £40
primary school licence £60

secondary school licence £65
“business site licence £70

P&P - UK £1.50, EU £2.50, Other Countries £6
All site licences are unlimited
Copy Prices include VAT




I PictureBase is new to you let me explain

the concept. Available

as individual

modules you can mix and match to create a

highly personalised encycl
just to want to concentrate
history for instance. T
provided with an overviey

pedia. You may
pn one aspect of
hen you'll be
, a selection of

photographs, maps, original documents,

paintings, videos and
The images follow an ever
in chronological order with
be read to you) and imag

nternet links.
t or movement
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es as well as a

section to make your own notes and
observations.

AVP have also grouped modules
together to follow a particular theme or
aspect of the National Curriculum. One of
these is The Making of the United Kingdom,
1500 to 1750. In effect this is five modules
on one CD-ROM: The Tudors, Early
Stuarts, English Civil Wars, Later Stuarts,

Pam Turnbull gets to
grips with a resource
package covering 250
years of information on
the creation of the UK

PictureBase screen is split into description,
picture, tools and notepad panels.

The main component is the box on the
right featuring a video clip (with its control
buttons), photograph, or map. Click on the
key in the toolbox to see the keywords
associated with the image. A nice touch is
the ability to add your own keywords.

The description box gives scrollable
background information on the image.

and 1689-1750. -
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content of this text
though you can change
the font size to suit your
needs, print it or save it to
disc or text editor. As
you'd expect images can
be saved and printed too.
I found 1 needed to
change some of the
language used for younger
users so I transferred

of information which touches on the arts,
European history and empires, as well as
looking at freedom of the press and the
satirists of the eighteenth century,
religion and society. However, the main
emphasis is the political upheavals of the
time their causes and solutions.

I found myself concentrating on the
English Civil Wars due to some work we
were doing on the novel| Children of the
New Forest and 1 wanted the children to be
able to follow and evaluate events

this to the notepad and edited it there,
hiding the original description panel
through the security options, but still
presenting the notepad panel with the
new text in it. You can save notepad
panels to disc as well.

The tools {(also accessed wvia the
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mouse’s menu button) allow you to step
through page by page hearing the words
read by clicking the speaker button. The
portfolio button lets you see all the
images in a particular module a single
click revealing the title, a double-click
taking you to the complete entry. The
contents button is especially useful
revealing a list of the modules you have
installed on your computer with a brief
textual review of the content. Highlight a
module and the picture titles are listed
which you can then scroll through and
access as you wish.

Good searches are essential and text in
all panels can be searched. The find
button allows a simple search of words
and phrases, while a filter search permits a
Boolean search and provides a set of
pictures matching your criteria.

I found the set up and manual
unfriendly  though comprehensive.
However, the program itself is quite
straightforward with shortcut buttons, for
searches, speech, contents and so on. You
do have to turn security off though if you
want children to add their own thoughts
to the database. I liked the autoplay
option which made it a good initial input
device plus the ability to make your own
slideshows/picture trail is useful though
fiddly. A fascinating era is successfully
captured by a good choice of images.
Overall a good sound school resource
which you can use at differentA
depths depending on your needs. U

~

”
Product details
Product: PictureBase: The Making of the
United Kingdom 1500-1750
Supplier: AVP, School House Centre,
Chepstow, Monmouthshire,
NP6 5PH
Tel: 01291 625439
Fax: 01291 629671
Ages: 11-14
Price: £69
Web: www.avp.co.uk
| E-mail:  avp@compuserve.com >
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INCE the early days of Granny’s

Garden — which still challenges each
new generation of children - 4Mation
have continued to publish interesting and
stimulating pieces of software, often in
collaboration with their antipodean
associates. Maths Circus has been popular
for some years now all around the world.
The arrival of a second set of puzzles will
be welcomed by many users.

The basic format remains the same
with twelve puzzles on a circus theme.
Each puzzle has five progressive levels of
difficulty with the harder levels sufficient
to challenge the most determined user.

Progress through the puzzles and their
levels is monitored by the program.

Some of the puzzles have parallels in
the original version while others bring in
different strategies such as sorting and
pattern completion. The manual contains
hints for solving the problems, which
should prove reassuring for adults. It
also gives many suggestions for related
activities that could be used to reinforce
the ideas and strategies used to solve the
puzzles. A collection of worksheets for use
in such activities is included in the
package.

Now to the puzzles themselves ... the
Seals need objects sorted according to
colour and shape. Higher levels involve
the AND and OR concepts with NOT and
brackets needed later on.

Coloured hexagonal Mats have to
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Di Hillage looks at the
maths fun to be had
under a Big Top

be rotated and fitted together with
matching colours aligned. Some maths
teachers will recall the Association
of Teachers of Mathematics ‘beer mats’
on seeing this section.

The tightrope walkers need to build
Towers to hold their ropes from the pieces
available. The simplest level is very
straightforward but much
more thought and
experimenting is needed
as you move through the
levels.

Feeding involves sorting
‘vitamin pills as they drop
through a maze of tubes
and gates to arrive in
various feeding bowls. At
level two the steps are
entered and carried out
immediately. At levels
three and five the
instructions have to be

given in advance,
introducing the ideas of
programming.

Acrobats is based on the
Towers of Hanoi problem.
Geometry and spatial
awareness are needed for
the Packing problem.
Various polyominoes have

Fit everything Into the yellow box.

to be packed into a given case. Each can
be moved or rotated as necessary until the
case is completely filled.

In Seats you are shown a rectangular
block of seats the size of which can be
varied until you have the correct
combination of seats in three different
colours. Knowledge of multiplication
facts and factors is needed here.

The Lights puzzle develops the use of
the logical operators AND, OR and XOR
in using the various switches to produce
the required combinations of coloured

end in the clowns

Mats are being put out
for the acrobats.

The ringmaster likes them arranged
so that all the colours match.

lights. The lowest level only needs the
wire for each light to be traced back to its
switch. From level two onwards the
various operators are introduced giving a
neat introduction to Boolean algebra,
which is increasingly important in our
electronic age.

Basketball involves dropping a ball
onto a sloping platform, thence to a
seesaw and finally into the basketball net.
The various pieces can be moved in
different levels. Moving on, Shopping gives
some practice in basic arithmetic with the
figures in a simple array of items of
clothing, their prices and the total cost
being manipulated.

In Paint clowns throw balloon paint
bombs with a designated number of lives,
with the last throw ending on the clown
with the umbrella to shield him from the
paint. A good deal of planning and clear
thinking is needed to achieve this at the
higher levels.

Finally, Folding Rugs provides bands of
different colours which have to be folded
to give a prescribed pattern. This is is easier
if some practical folding is carried out first.

This is an excellent package which will
challenge and occupy children for many
hours. Each puzzle is short enough to be
used to fill the odd gap in a lesson.
Alternatively a teacher can use them to
develop work covering a number of
lessons, most suitable for pupils working
in Key Stages 2 or 3. However, it will be
equally valuable at home, particularly if
parents and children work andA
discuss strategies together. U

\

rProduct details
Product: Maths Circus — Act 2
Supplier: 4Mation, 14 Castle Park Road,
Whiddon Valley Barnstaple,,
Devon, EX32 8PA
Tel: 01271 325353
Fax: 01271 322974
Ages: 7-14
Price: £27.50
Web: www.4mation.co.uk
LEmail: nsouch@cix.co.uk 4




“Education Reviews

Count with me

RIGINALLY published for the BBC B

in 1989 as Animated Numbers this is
now available as 123-CD. The target
audience is the same: pre-school and
Reception-aged children who need
to know the number words in the
right order, can put a number to every
object they count, work out numbers
when some objects are taken away
or used, know when to stop counting
and understand that the number name
relates to the amount or value of a
group.

This learning process is broken down
into 11 different activities which in turn
are split into two groups: Wizit’s Number
Workshop and Wizit’s Number Fun, Wizit is
a little wizard who'll reward correct
answers with a variety of antics. All
instructions are spoken and all words -
such as the game names — and read out so
pre-readers can access this easily.

Number Fun consists of four activities
two of which (One Bun in the Sun and One,
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Two Come on You) are nicely illustrated
and animated rhymes counting to 10 in
ones and twos respectively. Although you
can’t adjust the numbers in the rhymes, if
you don’t want vour children to go to 10
on the other games then you need to
access the Teacher options on the title
screen.

This I found incredibly useful and
proves yet again that Sherston’s programs
are written by teachers who understand
the problems children can have. You can
present  numbers numerically  or
randomly or isolate groups or individual
numbers you want a child to work on. In
addition you can choose which of the
activities you want to use and how many
turns you want to have.

Staying with the Fun section there is a
Ladders and Slides game which means you
have to move Wizit with the on-screen
arrow keys to the match the digit with the
number of onions in the box. The

Updated and re-issued
— Pam Turnbull looks
at the new basic
number program

children I tried this with loved it though
wished they could get off ladders midway
when there was a platform there.

Dress the Teddies is quite challenging
too as you must drop a numbered teddy
into the container showing the right
presented in an

number of dots

you'll find seven activities which work on
enumeration, cardination and
conservation of number. Counting Out
Loud provides you with a flock or sheep,
shoal of fish and so on. Click on each and
they walk or swim to their field or pond.
With each click they are counted and
when in place they are counted again and
the numeral appears.

Hide and Seek 1 particularly liked
though it is very simple. Numbers are
counted in order (as a number of doors or
beds) and are then covered as the beds are
made or doors shut. You then have to find
Twinkle who is hiding at a particular
number. Run out of tries and the numbers
are counted in order again and you get
another go. The voices are supportive and
non-judgemental and allow children to
make mistakes and work out their own
strategies.

Moving on, How Many? asks children to
count the number of items in a basket by
clicking on each apple for example. As they
click the numeral appears, when all
counted children are asked for the total
number, Get it wrong and the activity is
repeated with more support. This is
then extended into
Wizit’s Basket and

is used
elsewhere in the program and helps
distinguish odds and evens as well as

arrangement of two which

recognising numbers by sight. The
challenge is to see how many you can
dress before the sand runs out in the
hourglass.

Turning to the Workshop it's here that

-

= :
Product details
123-CD

Supplier: Sherston Software, Angel
house, Sherston, Malmesbury,

Product:

Wiltshire, SN16 OLH
Tel: 01666 843200
Fax: 01666 843216
Ages: 3-6
Price: £29.95
| Web: www.sherston.com 4

matching sets.

Count with Wizit
wants children to
move a certain
number of frogs
into position then
the numerals are
introduced and the
appropriate
number needs to
be clicked. New
mathematical
language is used in More or Less? as
children as asked to make sets with
fewer or more objects than in Wizit's
basket. None is accepted as fewer which
is correct but needs watching to
see if children have really understood what
they need to do or are just finding
shortcuts.

You can access activities in any order
but in this run through the final one is
How Many More? 1 found this just the
thing for one child 1 was working with
who was confused about conservation.
You have to count objects, click on the
right number, the objects then move
around into a different pattern which you
need to count again.

As well as a useful and practical
manual there are 10 colour pictures with
which to make a wall frieze and the ever-
useful photocopiable worksheets. Simple
and varied games which teach and
reinforce important basic skills. AU
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The software part of
Mike Cook’s LED
display project

ast month we saw how to make a

large scrolling display, this month
we'll see how we can make it scroll. The
secret is in the software but with this
project there is software at both ends, the
PIC and the Acorn. What we need is an
easy way to set up messages and effects
without resorting to programming. The
solution is to use a form of scripting
language that is read from a simple text
file.

But let's look at the PIC software first.
Last month I showed you the PIC
software that would handle the
multiplexing of the LEDs, mapping the
LEDs to its internal memory. Now we
must add some commands that allow us
to transfer data from the computer into
the display. While there is room in the
instruction bytes for eight commands, I
have only implemented four of them,
leaving the other codes free for you to
experiment with. The first command, or
more accurately group of commands,
permit the setting and clearing of the
display memory along with blanking the
display. When the display is blanked all
the LEDs are off but you can still input
data to the PIC, then they can be
revealed, or the display made to flash.

The other commands allow data to be
input to the PIC display memory and also
displace or scroll the data that is already
there.

Command 1 inputs new data on the
right side and scrolls the other data one
place to the left, with the left most
column disappearing for ever. Command
2 does the same only from the right.
Command 3 inputs data from the bottom
of the display and moves the rest up.

Due to the width of data needed here,
this command works only on one of the
four LED matrix displays at once, so to
move the whole display up you need to
use this command four times. Also,

“ Mike Cook's hardware series

because of the way the data is organised
inside the PIC, to make the multiplexing
shifting operations simple, scrolling up is,
to use a technical phrase, a bit of a bugger.
However, by using a series of masks and
multiple sweeps through the memory I
have managed to do it.

If you want to implement a scroll
down you can follow similar logic. Apart
from this the other command that you
might want to implement is an X - Y
switch, that is to be able to control any
LED by giving it's X and Y coordinates.
The way I envisage this being done is to
have a command to write to an X register
and another command that would give
the Y coordinates and set or clear the
appropriate bit. There is plenty of room in
the PIC’s memory if you want to
implement these but you can achieve a

great deal with the commands I have
already implemented.

The source code is on the cover disc
called MultyP. Note that it takes a little
time to implement a command, especially
the scrolling, which involves moving a lot
of memory about. While the PIC is doing
this it can’t respond to new commands so
if it is sent commands too rapidly it will
ignore them until it is ready. So if you find
the display ignoring a command just give
it a little time to complete the last one,
we'll see how later.

Now in order to test the PIC there are
some simple programs to drive the display
with test patterns. These are in the folder
called “simple”. One of these programs

BELOUELE
ST SN =
CELECEE
ELLLLEE
S LA

EECENE
CECNCE
LELLLL
ELLLLEL
CLLRCL L
CULELELE

The virtual LED display mimics LED block 0
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The real LEDs in block 0 will display the same as the virtual lights

(LED3) makes use of a data file who's full
path name is hard-coded in the program.
This means that you will need to copy it
onto your hard drive and edit the path
name if you want it to work, otherwise
you will get a “File not found" error.

While these programs are fine for
testing the unit they are not very user-
friendly when it comes to actually using
the display in anger. What we need is a
simple way to input messages by using a
text string. In order to do this you need to
have a character font file. There are two
ways you can do this, design one from
scratch or pinch one. I chose the latter
and wrote a small program to put the
computer into a simple mode and print
out each character in turn, each one was
then scanned by looking at the screen
pixels and the results stored in a file.

The program is in the simple folder.
This resulted in a chunky 8x8 file so 1 had
to do a little tweaking to make characters
with lower case descenders like q and y to
make them fit on a 7-bit high display. A
thinner character set could be devised
along the same style as I used in some of
the simple programs, this would have the
advantage of being able to fit more
characters in any given display setup.

Having worked out a font we now
have to decide how to use it, my solution
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is the application /LEDs on the cover disc.
This is a virtual desktop version of the
actual display, to drive it you simply drop
a text file onto it and it will respond to
the commands exactly the same way the
hardware will. The only limitation is that
this virtual display always has an ID of
zero where as the real ones can have an ID
of 0 to 15. The text file it reads contains
two types of commands, high-level and
low-level.

The low-level commands are simply
passed straight to the display and take the
form of the letter D followed by three
numbers in either decimal or if preceded
by a & in hexadecimal. The first number
is the command, the second is the data
and the third is the display the command
is addressed to. If that is zero the on-
screen LED array also responds. Note here
the computer does the job of combining
the command and address plus setting
the most significant bit on the data byte
so it is a little simpler than sending the
commands directly.

However, the power of the application
comes in the high-level commands, these
are translated into a series of low-level
commands to send to the PIC by the
application. These consist of one letter, a
number and sometimes a string. The
number is always the delay time in

centiseconds to use. So, for example to
scroll a message in from the left quickly
you could use:

L 1 “The Message”

Whereas making the number something
like 50 would force it to take a lot longer
to scroll. The command H 100 would halt
the display for 100 centiseconds or 1
second, where as B 50 would blank the
display for half a second. S 40 would
scroll the existing message off the top of
the display as there are 7 rows it would
take 7 x 40 = 2.8 seconds to complete the
operation, There are others, see the help
file inside the application for a full list of
these and what they do. Also there are a
few example script files for you to play
with, even if you haven't got the
hardware you can get an idea of what it
can do from the virtual display.

While this project is complete in
itself like all good projects there is plenty
of scope for enlarging it to suite your
own needs. For example there are now
multi coloured LED matrix displays
available, you could use some of
these to make a colour display system.
However, 1 am aware that this is one of
the more expensive projects [ have
described, look in next month for a[4U
much cheaper one.



Our existing customers know the wide range of
products we supply, but if you’ve never purchased
from us before, here are just a few of the names...

From Data Store
Software...

Canon Printers ® Epson Printers and Scanners
v Ry HP Laser Printers ® Olympus Digital Cameras
R & liyama and Shinho Monitors e Plustek Scanners
Yamaha CD Writers ® lomega Zip and Jaz Drives
Eesox CD-ROM Drives ® Psion Palmtops

New control panel with
many improvements
including ‘compass’ knobs

FONTFX' Computer Connections ‘Swap Drives’
Usetjfdeﬁn:‘llrfeshadnwlenglha|11ddir|.:cl|nn‘ ] AUle DynamiCS MID' Cards
FONTFX 4 35‘-3;};: "fm Fatar MIDI Keyboards and Accessories

< Newn.inbuwﬁllnpf::;iTFx \;ERSION: Roland MIDI Sound Modules and Keyboards
toolbox cantrols New grow and shrink feature Yamaha MIDI Sound Modules and Keyboards
Version 6.02 now available! Typhoon and Primax Speakers
PRI(S:IET£E3L1I.(?E5|\|IE(|:E.;/ Q‘T/Aarld A';‘:_Sgage and if it’s not in this list, we can probably still get it!

Upgrades at special prices for owners of
earlier versions: phone for details

S I'B:E 1, IS
SPECIAL OFFERS R

IDE hard discs Scanner bundles
for RiscPCs and A7000s Plustek 9630P (Parallel)
3.2GB £7115 £179 e
4.3GB £130 GT7000 (SCSI) £279 ; b T
6.5GB £159 r'ncfudr'r:f ’i::jieﬁgf;%/‘\ia ::;ro/u:;om and = t 4 - jeu-nd, u - - Mﬁ%
56k External Modems SIMM DRAM
including cable (RiscPC/A7000)
£89.00 16MB £29 32MB £58
: NEW LOW PRICES...
B ey e e e A Ll £20
T 'g“_:tl_r community for over 15 years, Sibelius 7 Student £320
I | from the days of the BBC Sibelius 6 £105

! Micro and the Electron, and Optical Manuscript £275

we remain committed to
f} I — serve Acorn users for the

L{,, = foreseeable future. If you're in And new...

i the Bromley area, just 10 Sibelius for Windows £695
miles south-east of central London, why not visit our
well-equipped showroom? If not, our mail and telephone

L : The Data Store is one of the few dealers in the
order service is second to none. If it’s made by Acorn or

country which offer full, detailed demonstrations of

for Acorn, we can supply it, and at competitive prices. Sibelius software. If you want to find out how the
Come and join our ever-growing family of satisfied best just got better, ring us NOW for an
customers! appointment - you'll need at least an hour!

There are THOUSANDS of software titles available for Acorn Computers! We stock hundreds of the most popular
titles on our shelves for you to browse and try, and can obtain most of the rest within a few days -
so there’s NO EXCUSE not to make full use of your Acorn machine RIGHT NOW! Place an order today!

6 CHATTERTON ROAD BROMLEY KENT BR2 9QN
Tel 0181-460 8991 e Fax 0181-313 0400
Web http://www.datstore.demon.co.uk/

Email info@datstore.demon.co.uk
ALL PRICES IN THIS ADVERTISEMENT INCLUDE VAT @ 1714%
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“Hints & tips )

came across something strange while
developing this month’s hardware project.
When [ was running the LED program
sometimes the computer wouldn't shut down
properly but would just hang with the
hourglass. Pressing Alt+Break invited me to
shutdown an unknown application. If I did
this the shutdown would proceed as normal.
I finally tracked this down to a couple of
bytes being left in the serial output buffer. I
used the fact that they were not removed to
test if any hardware was attached but | had
failed to flush them out. 1 didn't know that
would cause shutdown trouble, just shows
that you never stop learning.

There appears to be a problem with my
software on the December cover disc, the
main application is just an empty directory
so | have put it on this month’s disc again.

Several times | have had readers saying
that they couldn’t justify buying the
Programmers reference manual, especially
just for Basic Wimp programming. Well this
month [ came across a much cheaper source
of much of the information, its on the next
at:

http://www.comlab,ox.ac.uk/oucl/
users/robin.watts/Docs/index.html

Last month Jason Strong was after a
mathematics package, well I came across
one on the net, here’s what its author had to
say about it:

“Rlab is an interactive, interpreted
scientific programming environment.
Rlab is a very high level language
intended to provide fast prototyping and
program development, as well as easy
data-visualisation, and processing.

“Rlab is not a clone of languages such
as those used by tools like Matlab or
Matrix_X/Xmath. However, as Rlab
focuses on creating a good experimental
environment (or laboratory) in which to
do matrix math, it can be called
“MATLAB-like” since the programming
language possesses similar operators and
concepts.

“Rlab does not try to be a Matlab
clone. Instead, it borrows what [ believe
are the best features of the Matlab
language and provides improved
language syntax and semantics. The
syntax has been improved to allow users
more expression and reduce ambiguities.
The variable scoping rules have been
improved to facilitate creation of larger
programs and program libraries. A
heterogeneous associative array has been
added to allow users to create and operate
on arbitrary data structures.

“Rlab is copyrighted with the GNU
General Public License, and is free (in the
GNU sense) for all to use.”

The place to find out about it is
http://www.eskimo.com/~ians/rlab.html

Mark Leggett has been digging through his
junk box and came up with an old scanner:

“I have a black and white scanner that
was connected to an Amstrad PCW and
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Mike Cool examines some wild flowers

was wondering if I could connect it to my

Archimedes A3020. It is a Naksha
Scanner, hand-held, it has a 8 pin DIN
plug on it. I haven’t got any diagrams for
connections. I don’t think it would be
possible but it is worth a try.”

This is not really a practical proposition,
it probably could be made to work but you
would need full information on it and also
the ability of writing your own driver. In the
end the effort would far out weigh the value
of the scanner, especially as they are so
cheap nowadays.

Louise Slattery has had a small accident
with her computer:

“I have an Acorn A7000 and recently
the name of the hard disk has been
changed by accident; this means that
whenever I start the machine I get a
message telling me to insert floppy disk
“HardDisk4” previous hard disk name, 1
have been able to get round the problem
by holding down Shift while booting up
but I would like to resolve the problem
and have the computer working as
normal once again, can you help me?
Also, how do I configure my computer so
that the printer driver loads when the
computer is booted up?”

What has happened is that the name of
your hard disc has been written into the boot-
up sequence. There are three possibilities:
Firstly it might be the Acorn boot sequence
itself, there were some versions which had
the hard disc name “hard-wired”,

Alternatively someone who's been
installing software on the machine has
hard-wired the hard disc name while doing
it. Finally it's possible that a program that’s
being run correctly has itself got the hard
disc name hard-wired into itself, but [ don't
think this is the case here.

When you hold down Shift the
computer bypasses the boot sequence and

comes up with default options. You can do
this and then use the Name Disc option on
the hard disc menu to change the name
back to HardDisk4. This will stop the fault
from occurring.

Now you need to take a look inside
IBoot.Choices.Boot the files you want are the
Desktop and PreDesktop files. Load these into
a text editor - such as /Edit, !Zap or IStrongEd
- and look for places that contain the name
of the disc, you can use the search function.
What you might find something like this:

Filer Boot ADFS::HardDisk4.$.
Apps. !Alarm

What you need to do is replace every
instance of ADFS::HardDisk4.$ with Boot:*
like this:

Filer Boot Boot:”.Apps.!Alarm

Now try changing the hard disc name again.
If the fault recurs, load up the files
IBoot.!Boot and /Boot.!Run and look for any
mention of the old disk name. In this case
it'll probably be something like:

If ... Then Run ADFS::HardDisk4.
$.!Boot.Something

Change the ADFS::HardDisk4.$.!Boot. to
Boot: so you get:

If ... Then Run Boot:Something

Make sure you make copies of all these files
before you start fiddling with them, just in
case you make a mistake. If the problem still
persists it's something more hidden and it
will take quite a lot of searching for.

To configure the computer so that the
printer driver loads, find the !Boot.Choices.
Desktop file and add an extra line:

Filer_Run Boot:*.Printers,!Printers

Which assumes your !Printers application is
in the $.Printers directory of the hard disc.
Chris Stedham from the University of



Sussex wants a bigger hard drive:

“I have an A4000, I want to increase
the hard disc for a larger one. I believe I
can use any 3.5in IDE drive but if it is
larger than a certain size I can’t use the
full capacity. I have heard that it is
possible to use partitioning software to
access drives up to over 1Gb. Is this
information correct? If it is can you advise
me which software, in your opinion is the
best. I hope to get quite a large hard disc.”

Versions of the operating system prior to
3.6 imposed a 512Mb limit on the size of
attached hard drives. Therefore as you say if
you want to use a larger disc on the older
operating system you will need to split it up
into a number of partitions. As far as I know
there are not many alternatives for
partitioning software. Simtec have produced
an IDE module which enables you to attach
larger hard drives and also lets you use an
ATAPI CD ROM on the A310 and upward
including the A3000 and A4000 series
computers.

The upgrade software for this board
allows you to partition your discs. An
alternative is the software from Yellowstone,
this will also allow you to partition your
discs. If you have RISC OS 3.6 or 3.7 you can
have drives up to 16Mb, but due to a feature,
if your drive is over 2Mb only format or
initialise it using the beta version of !HForm.
Acorn advise initialising it if formatting does
not work, but you must set ADFS buffers to
0 to guard against a bug in the ADES filecore
that could possible damage the data on your
disc. I am told that RISC OS 3.71 on the
A7000+ has this one cracked.

Shawn Fendley is puzzled about the PC
capabilities of our machine:

“We have an A5000 computer and a
friend who has the same machine has PC
capabilities. She insists this that this is on
an installed chip, PC card, but a dealer
has told me that you can not get a chip
for the A5000. Is this so or if you can get
a chip , how much does it cost and who
would supply it?”

I think you are confusing a 486 processor
card, available only for the Risc PC, with a
PC expansion card, available as a podule for
any Acorn machine. The podule cards were
at one time being sold by Atomwide but I
am not sure if they still sell them as they
tend to cost very much more than a
complete 486 system nowadays.”

Matthew is wanting to mind his language:

“I am currently studying for an A level
in Computer Science and I have been told
we are going to have to program in
Pascal. Is there a version of Pascal
available for the Acorn machines,
preferably free?”

I have managed to track down two
versions of Pascal: Acornsoft 1SO-Pascal is
still in the Acorn Product directory. It is
listed against Oak Solutions but I'm not sure
that you would be able to get hold of it.
Cambridge Pascal is listed on the Acorn

Cybervillage under Liquid Silicon Online
Shop. Neither are free.

J. A. Hodgkinson sent this to me before last
month’s article on programming in Java
which for me is next month’s article, this is
doing my head in:

“Im am currently studying a
Computer Science and Neuroscience
degree, and we are learning Java on the
Unix systems. I am not familiar with the
Internet as yet and I am trying to find an
Acorn Java compiler, and the necessary
software to run it, for a Risc PC. Please
could you send me some info on how
download this from the Internet or any
other method.

As you saw in last month’s article there is
a Java compiler available for free. Just to
remind you you can get it from:
http://free.prohosting.com/~chocky/java/g
uavac/

Downloading from the Internet is as
simple as clicking on the download button
from your net browser when you are on that
page. It’s about 1.7 Mb so you just can't
squeeze it onto a floppy. Acorn have a Java
interpreter which they sell for £40 on CD
ROM, this should be available from any
Acorn dealer.

However there might be an alternative
high tech solution to your problem. If you
can get the Linux operating system to run
on your machine (it's possible but not
simple) you can get several Linux Java
compilers. Check http://www.freshmeat.
net/ for the latest releases in the Linux
world.

Linux can be downloaded from the
Internet but is quite large (well over
100Mb). If you want to find Linux on the
net then try http://www.arm.uk.linux.org/.
However be warned that it eats system
resources and you require at least a free
S00Mb drive and 32Mb memory to get it
running satisfactorily.

Mr C T Fendley has an eye on expansion
before he has even got his computer:

“I will soon be getting a Risc PC 600
and I would like to know if this is
upgradable. I mean like putting a better
mother board and things like that?”

There are no motherboard upgrades. The
main thing you can do to a 600 is to
upgrade the sound to 16 bit audio, this
brings it up to the 700 audio standard.
However, if you really want to make it fly fit
a StrongARM processor.

D.A.S. from Warminster wants to speed up
sprite plotting:

“What is the fastest way of plotting
sprites (or graphics in general) in Basic?
Currently I am using SYS &34+256.
Would sprite plotting be faster using
C/C++ and if so which compiler would be
the best to use? T am also currently
teaching myself ARM assembler. Is there
an easy and fast way of plotting sprites in
assembler? Is it worthwhile purchasing a

(“ Hints & tips

copy of the Acorn assembler?”

The quickest SWT call to plot a sprite is
SYS(&2E),28,pointer to control block, sprite
pointer, action. In addition by using the +256
you are plotting by name whereas if you
find the sprite pointer and use +512 the
plotting code can go straight to the right
place.

Using C or assembler isn't faster because
you're using a system call and all the work is
done in machine code by the operating
system. But the surrounding code will be
faster in C or Assembler but vou don’t need
to buy Acorn Assembler because there’s an
assembler built into Basic anyway.

The only problem with using these calls
is that they are designed to work with most
combinations of sprite/screen mode and the
flexibility does take time. If you are working
on a game which requires rapid sprite
plotting your best bet would be to develop a
few machine code routines to plot your type
of sprite into your screen mode or use one of
the free games libraries.

Bell has the sort of problem 1 like, not only
does he pose the problem but then a week
later he goes on to solve it too:

“1 am writing an application and I
want to read window title data. This is all
right but sometimes this data is
indirected. SYS"Wimp_GetWindowInfo”
gives the pointer to the original
indirected title data at the time the
window was created or when it was read
as a template. But applications can
reallocate the memory used, once the
window exists, which is why the location
no longer necessarily contains the data.

“I've even tried using SYS"Wimp_
GetlconState”, using the title bar icon of -
4, but this doesn’t work either. The Wimp
must keep a copy of the title data
somewhere else. But where? And how can
I read it?”

And then the light dawns:

“I've done it. You have to use SYS
“Wimp_TransferBlock” to get the
complete window block from its owner.
Don’t bother with this problem any
more! Thanks for being there.”

Finally someone just signing himself Kato is
keen to throw down a challenge to any
programmers with spare time:

“This is a request to all the
programmers out there. On the PC is a
piece of software called WinAmp, which
is fairly (all right, very) impressive, it's a
music player which is user configurable
to the extent of modifying the interface
style, it can play almost any format (by
adding in various plug-ins), from MODs
to MP3’s, and it also looks quite cool,
with some rather nice demo-style plug ins
to do full screen effects while playing
music. Is there any chance that a similar
program could be produced by one of the
programmers out there? One of the main
features is it’s extendibility, as itA
adds enormously to it's capabilities.” U
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THE INTERNET EXPERTS

Two new ways fo
get a MONTH’S
FREE TIME ONLINE

If you are already a subscriber to ArgoNet you
can get a whole month FREE just by taking out
a Direct Debit subscription to the Acorn User
magazine.

Direct Debit is the easiest way of subscribing
to Acorn User - you get the convenience of
doorstep delivery plus easy payment terms of
just £9.99 every three months AND you get that
extra free month of connection to ArgoNet.

HOW TO GET THAT EXTRA MONTH:

Fill in the Acorn User subscription form on
page 79 and make sure you tick the “Free
Month On Argonet”
subscription offer.

ARGONET SUBSCRIBERS

Are you one of Acorn
User's Direct Debit
subscribers? Do you
want to join the biggest
group of Acorn owners
in the world?

As a special
reward to you
as a dedicated
subscriber we can
give you the very special offer of four month’s
free connection if you subscribe to ArgoNet.

For example you could take the Surf at Speed
offer that includes a fast 56K modem, the
Voyager software and get 3 months online plus
the one extra month if you take up this offer at
the time of ordering.
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HOW TO GET THAT EXTRA MONTH:

Using one of the connection offers given by
Argonet on page 47 ring the freephone number
and mention you're an “ACORN USER DIRECT
DEBIT SUBSCRIBER”

Fax - 01225 761437

To advertise in

ap-? | Pt T

contact
John Showden on

01625 539494

We thought we’d
tell you something
about Frak...

but what can we say?@

(we think)
CALL US! for A7000,RiscPC & Pocke
Visit our Showroom

Printers, Ribbons, tnk Cartridges,

Refills

Expert Advice & After Sales Service

Mail Order Master Card, Visa, Swirch

qujw Prices

Service & Repair to all Equipment

Full Range of Acorn Hardware & Segfnmu- memnw

(We operate the Acorn Finance Schenies)

Full Range of Educational Software he ‘Workshop’
Tel. 01924 254800 Fax. 01924 258036 Sl Pritoses Sireet

e-mail sales@davyn.demon.co.uk Viexatisia
WF1 5NY

acorn wIns po KOBNRIERS [

Educational Consultancy Training and Support
Acorn Computer Supply and Installation
Software Upgrades and Repairs

Tel - 01225 764863
email itscon@argonet.co.uk




SOUTH COAST

Hardware

Software
78 Brighton Road
Worthing
West Sussex
s BN11 2EN
Repairs Tel : 01903 523222
Fax : 01903 523679
sales@cje.co.uk
http://www.cje.co.uk/

Installation

Open 6 days a week
With demonstrations available

BERKSHIRE

P-R1-N-T-MA-K-E-R

www‘printmeker.c&ukl

o

‘I\ J|-V}

From Ac
. orm
: F'Iescul ol koeletiy

AL AL & cuslom sizes
Vinyl cutfing and screen prinfing olso availoble
printmoker@argonet.co.uk

UEEILLAN 01463 8

- MIDLANDS & OXFORD

Wardlaw
Surveys

Authorised Acorn
Dealer, for all your
needs from supply,
service, repair & full
after sales.

Tel/Fax:

Providing Acorn Solutons For Over 16 Years
Tel :0121 706 8933
Fax : 0121 706 4306
HOW TO FIND US

Daco Systems Limitad
450 - 468 Warwick Rosd  Tyssley Blrmingham  B112JP
hetpNrww daco-systenms.co.uk

: Infopdaco-

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON

Analogue-digital & digital-analogue
converter interface cards ADC/ DAC

 + Single width eurocard, to fit Acorn Risc PCs.
+ 16 analogue input & 2 analogue output channels
« 16 digital channels (add-on cards can increase
capacity to up to 64 digital input/output channels)
= Input sensitivity normally + 10 volts
+ Connect to the outside world via 50-way IDC plug.
+ With powerful and versatile software suite:

Contact us for
= full specification

» free software

Analogue Digital Control; DAC slider; Digital 10; demo disc

| Data logger; DPMs; Waveform Generator; XY
plotter.

| Price for 34 channel I/O card, Si-Plan software suite,
Software manual (ex delivery & VAT) £450.

Si-Plan Electronics Research Ltd
Avenue Farm Industrial Estate, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 0HR
+44 (0) 1789 205849 email ade@si-plan.demon.co.uk

HIGHLANDS

01463 831214

YSTEMS il

TH.E;R&I,?,.&ES"E I’_—,_ OLD OR NEW, IF IT'S

R TETLT “- ! BY ACORN OR FOR ACORN’
5 , COME TO US!
1 Visit our well-equipped showroom
for the best service around.
For more information, see our

full-page ad elsewhere in this issue.

THE DATA STORE
V \%’ 6 CHATTERTON ROAD BROMLEY KENT BR2 9QN

Tel 0181-460 8991 e Fax 0181-313 0400
Web http://www.datstore.demon.co.uk/

1983-1998 Email info@datstore.demon.co.uk

15th Year CLOSED ALL DAY WEDNESDAY

LONDON & ESSEX

A Pineapple
¥ Software

Pineapple have been in the Acorn marketplace for over elevcn
years and we have recently moved into large new premises
where you can see a variety of Acom equipment in action, We
specialise in building RiscPCs to your specification and we also
supply scanners, printers, harddrives or anything else you may
need for your Acorn system, We also undertake repairs and
upgrades to Acorn computers, Come and visit us for a chat!
Open 0900 - 1730 Mon - Sat
352 Green Lane, Iiford, Essex 1G3 9JS
Phone 0181 599 1476 Fax 0181 598 2343

email:- sales@pineaple.demon.co.uk
http://www.pineaple.demon.co.uk

NORTH WEST

R For all your Acorn needs
Visit our Showroom ¢
10am - 6pm
~Monday - Saturday

THE 1997
ACORN USE

AWARDS

~ Desktop Projects Ltd
3 —= Unit 2A, Heapriding Business Pk
"""" %d-—" Ford Street
s STOCKPORT
S 3'5:‘ Cheshire. SK3 0BT

Xuthuriwd Acorn Dealer & Centre of Tedmoh)rnv

Don’t risk missing your Acorn User ¢

|

|

I Hand this form to your local newsagent TODAY
: and he’ll make sure you never miss out!
I
|
|
|

Please reserve a copy of Acorn User magazine
every four weeks until further notice,
I [ ] 1 will collect

i || T would like it delivered to my home
|

A message to the newsagent: Acorn User should be available from your local wholesaler:
If not, contact the Circulation Manager, Darren Whiteman on 01625 878888,




the world’s numb

ou already know what a great
B magazine ACORN USER is. It is
the only Acorn magazine with up-to-

Yo |
2 dling your finances the-minute Acorn news, in-depth

ndli i e
Ha,m a por able hardware and software reviews, and

without doubt the best cover discs

available. - & | )
What you might not know is that

by taking out a subscription today,

not only are you guaranteed never

to miss an issue of the biggest and
best Acorn magazine in the world,

tgu q\m\i\t\\\\\j&‘g\\ W Zl;tc:gﬁ:niaf?efsg?ﬂcf: ns.lpizr::i::-l.-offer,

% swi5 - available exclusively to all new
ACORN USER subscribers.

Textease  Rhapsody  Anagfam Genius

' The most flexible, " Yourchanceto Tl

straightforward _compose your

and comprehensive ik “own musical score. E—
word-processor and SoNe * Rhapsody allows you to

desktop publisher ever. Use itto ~ modify and manipulate mughfc-as_
make letters, invitations, cards, processor does text. You can enter
banners, notices, posters, score by hand, note by note, or; if
overhead foils, in fact any kind Interface is fitted to your computer,
of text and graphics. Itis can play a tune using a MIDI keyboar
designed to be ideal for children ' and capture the music in

and is invaluable for older = music can then be

children and adults. editing, replaying, ete.

The Crash of the Bank of England?

0 - Collapse of the Government? Justwhat A :
difficulties will the Year 2000 cause you? co rn s
th ‘The “On the brink.." Video Is a non-technical - t :
e explanation of the potential impact of the Millennium Bug In 0
" in the world's computers and what you nieed to do about #
b rl n k it Nearly £5 off when you order with your subscription. Ch I na
Full information on page 14.
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ot 1 RISC OS magaoine

Gall our 24-hour
Subscription Hotline
Tel: 0870 606 0424
Fax: 01369 701 181
Email: dhscot@glohalnet.co.uk

Please quote code ‘A9901" when subscribing by phone

SUBSCRIBING HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER

Why not make your subscription even easier and

subscribe by Direct Debit, spreading the cost of your
DIRECT Subscription over quarterly hassle-free payments.
Debit Overa year you will receive 13 copies of Acorn User.
What’s more, you need never worry about missing an issue again,
as the subscription continues until you decide to cancel. Direct
Debit subscriptions cannot be taken over.the phone or by fax.

Bmder and 2 free magazmes

xclusive to Acorn /\(m‘\\jﬁ

e ueu—-...,_,

 User this binder will 'm-

magazine. PLUS
'receive an extra two
magazines abst

Argonet for 1 month

SPECIAL OFFER FOR DIRECT.
DEBIT SUBSCRIBERS

1f you are a Direct Debit e ; @
subscriber why nottake = -

advantage of our speclal
: ! A

THE INTERNET EXPERTS

All'our software offers are StrongARM compatible.

Yes! | will subscribe...

NAME .....coinmmnimssssissisaisssisasisiossissississinsers IV Bresisissrissiisss
AArEss v e e
POBLEOUHE e currersermaraissirnsimsissinsens 1 [ [ S

Esmiall addre8S . s s s

Please send me the following FREE Gift/Special Offer (tick one):

4247 | | Rhapsody 3% 4772 [ ] Y2K Video 3fle
4248 || TextEase WYPE 4771 [ | 1 month on e

4705 || Binder & 2 mags % Argonet
2 (New Direct Debit subscribers
4258 | | Anagram Genius I only, see page 76)

I would like to donate to mencap via Steve Turnbull’'s China
Bike Ride (enter donation amount, minimum of £5 please)

4773 | | Donation to China Bike Ride £

There's never been a better time to subscribe so take
advantage of one of these offers TODAY. See section 2.

49901u~l:] UK £39.99  Ag901EN D EU£53.99  Agso1wn [:]WDrld £68.99"

To renew subscription, please tick:

aggorun | |UK£39.99  asooren| |EUE5399  assorww || World £68.99°
“Unfortunately World subscribers are not eligible to receive the free gift/special offer

| wish to pay by:
D Cheque/postal order made payable to Tau Press
l:] Credit card (Visa/Access/Barclaycard/Mastercard/Eurocard/Connect)

Expiry date w =11 T 11T
carato. | [ [ [ I [T TICTTTICTTT]

Instruction to your Bank or Building
Society to pay by Direct Debit BIRECT

Please enrol me as a subscriber to Acorn User.
4210 D with payments of £9.99 by continuous quarterly direct debit

(See section 2) Your subscription will continue until you cancel
Name of Bank/Building SoCiety.......oninninnsninicnnsnnnsenninsnsnnnns
AUUINEES uvsuuiusiionisiuiaiiaioniaiisisississuisiissiism i e e
Name of Account HOIAEr(S) ..oevimmisenisesissnsessisssssssssssensasssnnns
Bank/Building Society Account No.[ I ] [ [ I | | ‘
BranchSartCode{ | || | H I |

Datemiinniisniies SIONBLUFE(8) wiimiiimmisssmsameissssmssies

Instruction to your Bank or building society: 'originator's ID No. 851412

Please pay IDG Media Direct Debits from the account detailed in this
Instuction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee.

I understand that this Instruction may remain with IDG Media and, if so, details
will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. Ref No. AU203

SIONBIUIB it siisiviatassissssusanisansisiasussisssssssiisis ossavesisivssaspssissass

Now send your completed form and payment to:

Acorn User, Tau Press, PO Box 9, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 8QQ. Please state if
credit card billing address is different fram the delivery address. Photocopies
or handwritten versions of the above information are acceptable.

Thls guarnntae shuuld he detached and retafned hy the Payer

The Direct Debit Guarantee giger

® This Guarantee is offered by all Banks @ If an error Is made by 1DG Media or your
and Building Socleties that take part in Bank or Butldlng Society, you are

the Direct Debit Scheme. ARl guaranteed a full and immediate refund

@ If the amounts to bo paid or the payments ~ from your branch of the amount pald.

dates change IDG Media will notify you 14 @ You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time
working days in advance of your account by writing to your Bank or Building Society.
being debited or as otherwise agreed. ~ Please also send a copy of your letter to us, 4
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Write to Acorn User, Tau Press, Media House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield, SK10 4NP. E-mail: letters @acornuser.com

Sibelius finished

Having read the music article in the
Christmas issue 1 thought I'd write with
my thoughts on the subject. T am a
professional musician, who through a
combination of circumstances, has found
himself out of work for the past two years.

When [ first became unemployed, I
looked around for some other way of
earning a crust, and came up with music
copying. Having struggled manfully over
a number of years with a dreaded PC and
having used an early version of Finale and
testing out Score, I was not too keen on
using any of the software available on
that platform.

Initially I was advised against buying an
Acorn to run Sibelius, because it was
described as “a dinosaur” of a computer,
and that the software was either “too
simple” or, in the case of Sibelius, “not up
to the exacting standards of the publishing
world”, However, having tested the
system, [ was immediately won over.

When Acorn announced the closure of
the workstations division I, like many
others were shocked, but not so shocked
as hearing that Sibelius Software were
therefore not going to produce the
forthcoming upgrade for the Acorn
platform.

Some months previously 1 had asked
the company a specific question about
versions for other platforms. (I had
recently returned from a trip to
Belgium where colleagues had enthused
about Sibelius, but were unwilling to

taking notice
that is used on T
486 v 3

ws articles that the
inux) is starting to make
ing world. Even Microsoft is
_ and very flexible operating system
_lfferent platforms including my own

buy a new machine to use it on.) | was
told in no uncertain terms that under
no circumstances was the program
going to be made available on any
other platform because it was impossible
to do so.

Now we are told that not only is it
possible, but that Acorn is the only
platform that will not benefit from the
new upgrade.

[ understand the reason for this, (the
C++ compiler problem) but surely there
must be an answer somewhere. In the
Acorn developers world, especially those
at Sibelius who have profited so much
from their loyal followers in the music
business, is there no-one who could take
what Acorn have developed and finish
the job — or am | being naive?

I am someone that only bought an
Acorn because of Sibelius software, and
now am totally hooked on it. I feel
outraged that I am now being told that I
have to buy a PC if I want to continue

Because it is open software, H means that the source code is

with what is undoubtedly the best music

publishing software in the world,
especially as I had only days before the
announcement traded in my A7000, and
bought a Risc PC

I should now say that continental
colleagues who have seen the Acorn in
operation call it the “Stradivarius” of
computers.

How right they are.

The one consolation to this sorry mess
is that, like the Stradivarius violin, Acorn
computers (rather  than Acorn
Computers) will still be around and
working long after the the latest offering
from MS is in the skip.

Steve Reading
sreading@argonet.co.uk

The way forward?

I agree with some of Mike Kingham'’s
opinions regarding Linux and Acorns.
However, 1 do not feel that the situation
has to be all or nothing. The basic Acorn

effort. The brilliant thing about Linux is, it doesn’t have to be
Acorn that produces this OS —
feels like a bit of a challenge. The hard work of designing the
system has already been done, all you have to do now is make
it run on an Acorn.

it can be any programmer that

Pascal Dennerly

‘available to anybody that wants it. This is just the thing
that the Acorn platform needs to gain recognition.
Programmers that are unsure about programming on an
unfamiliar platform under an unfamiliar OS. With Linux, you
have all of the same utilities whatever computer you are using
including mterpreters and ccmpllers for many different
languages.
Acorn. should follow m the footsteps of Hewlett Packard and
give its support to Linux, perhaps even authonsmg or even
‘ productn “a RISC OS version of X Windows, This would be a
‘ bnlhant‘btmst fcsr the Acm‘n market and we]l worth the

Acorn User January 1999
http://www.acornuser.com/

Your enthusiasm is to be admired but there are one or two problems.
First of all, Acorn (the company) really don't care about operating
systems anymore, and a version of X Windows already exists for
Acorn machines and has done for niany years.

Producing an operating system is a little bit more than a
“challenge”, ask those who have tried. It takes a vast amount of work
— even the chap who's (only) replicating the GUI in Java, see the PD
Pages, is requesting help.

There are a lot of advantages to Linux, but the thing that makes
Acorn machines the ones that we love to use is RISC OS itself. Take
that away and you don’t have the same machine.
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Dicky F
Dr Lake from Billericay has a problem
with his Epson Stylus printing “F” on
each page (Acorn Wood - Christmas
issue). 1 had the same problem with
my Stylus Color 400. The cure was to
switch to the disc version of /Printers
(1.53) and the driver supplied with it
which Beebug kindly supplied. Oddly
enough this is an earlier version than
that supplied with my StrongARM but
it works fine.
John Purser
john@purser.demon.co.uk

/Phoenix/???? should be an NC-based
system. (running RISC OS, TCP/IP, Web-
browser and Microsoft workgroups/
SAMBA from ROM) running with or
without drives depending on situation.

Linux could be run from hard drive on
machines in a more demanding role.
Linux software developers could be
targeted to port their software to ARM.
Ideally extensions to RISC OS allowing it
to run the same binaries as ARMLinux,
would be created, removing the need for
two versions of each program.

All new motherboards should be ATX
based and use PC peripherals. This
removes all other hardware design and
offers maximum flexibility to resellers.
(Upgrade PCs into Acorns, or supply
either with the same build system). In a
standard case, it should be possible to fit
one podule slot above the Keyboard and
other connectors, (some connectors
therefore would have to take up an
expansion slot but there would be more
than enough for PCI).

If a custom case was used the same
mother board could have several podules
fitted. The same board could be used in
any thing from a diskless workstation on
a network or an internet access box via a
TV, to a full blown system. The main
options would be: Network card,
MODEM, LS120, CD/DVDROM and Hard
Drive. The motherboard should support
LS120 drives. Since they are IDE this
should remove the need for a floppy
controller.

I would also like to see support for
Sony Playstation joysticks rather than PC-
style ones. Interlaced, anti-aliased
Standard 640x480 and 768x576 screen
modes should be supported on SCART
TVs. The OS needs support built in for

networking to Windows workgroups and
accessing VFAT disks (Win95 names).
Support for the more common Windows
hot keys Alt-I'4 Alt-Tab etc would be a
good idea as well.

Since Intel has fallen out with
Microsoft and is now embracing Linux,
and they now make the StrongARM, there
is the possibility that they might be quite
happy to see a large new market for them
(without AMD, Cyrix and so on). Maybe
they will even buy Acorn for its ARM
shares and release RISC OS under GNU
public license to stimulate the market.
More realistically, however, they will
probably not be hostile to the prospect of
StrongARM-based Linux machines.

Jess Hampshire
jess@itworkshop.demon.co.uk

Recycling
I was really pleased to read Chris Tatam’s
letter about using suitably sized storage
boxes for storing floppies and other
media. The approach of finding
something suitable for a task, rather than
just using the off-the-shelf product can

lead to great rewards.

I've always had the problem of storing
a large collection of CDs, many of which
are singles and therefore make bad use of
convential CD racks. I have now found
the perfect solution. The boxes that my
toner cartridges come in, | have an
excellent HP Laseret 6L and the toner
boxes are the ideal width for CDs. Simply
cut the box in half, strengthen with a few
bits of sticky tape, and hey presto, a
modular, expandable CD storage system
allowing easy viewing and access to all
CDs. The system works well with any
number of markers, to show which CDs
are currently in use and so on, | use old

bits of card.
Richard Adams
r.adams@flipside.co.uk

Air your views

If there’s something you want to ‘get off
your chest’ or you have some interesting
information for your fellow Acorn User
readers, then write in to;

Letters page, Acorn User,

Media House, Adlington Park,

Macclesfield, SK10 4NP

or e-mail: letters@acornuser.com
Please note that we do not guarantee a
personal reply to letters.

Viewpoint

It seems that things may be beginning

to move at last in the future
developments of RISC 0OS, which
cannot be anything but a good thing.
Certainly the buzzing ARM Club event
showed how much life there is in the
Acorn market — we may have been
KO’ed but the count hasn’t finished
yet.

There is a business philosophy that
says no excuses are permitted, if your
business is going downhill it’s no good
blaming outside influences. After all if
you didn’t see it coming - or at least,
be able to do something to make it
better — then it's you as manager who
are at fault.

The closure of Acorn’s Workstations
is a case in point, essentially the
management claimed (by their
actions) that they could do nothing
about the declining sales of their
desktop machines. It's an admission of
failure, and personally I wouldn’t want
people like that running what'’s left of
Acorn’s business - because whatever
happens it won't be their fault, it will
always be someone else’s.

The Acorn dealers and developers
however, have got together and said
“something can be done about it.”
And they’re right. The future of RISC
OS doesn’t have to bleak.

Steve Turnbull

January 1999 Acorn User

http://www.acornuser.com/

81



82

I ‘m in what feels like the aircraft hanger
at the end of the world. Peter Bondar is
making something to fly even closer to the
sun in — a full-size plane he's building from
a kit on the edge of Cambridge airfield. But
it’s the day after the dealers’ bid (headed by
Peter) to rescue Acorn workstations has
failed, so he’s a little subdued.

“Tam an open person, [ try to portray an
open, very detached view, no hang-ups or
anything,” begins Peter. “Basically over the
last two weeks I have tried to put a deal
together and in fact up until Friday
afternoon last week I thought I had sorted
it all out. I had found financial backers, |
had found a product company, | had a
memorandum of understanding signed
with Acorn, we had a good meeting and
then for reasons which still aren’t obvious
Acorn decided to basically destroy the
whole deal as of now.

“Acorn has essentially gone behind our
back and approached the product
manufacturer who we had identified to
work with. We had a deal, Acorn chose to
break this deal, and there is really no point
us trying to put together any other deals. It
takes everyone to co-operate. | suspect
Acorn was shocked that within two weeks
we had a multi-million deal. I think it was
a political thing.”

This is not, of course, the first time that
Peter and Acorn have parted company.
Earlier in the year he was one of a number
of people who left Acorn under unclear
circumstances.

“l was fired as part of a coup d’état.
Myself, the managing director and two
other directors were essentially fired in a
power struggle. There were two views of
the way forward: the MD, I and the other
two thought it should go one way; the
finance director with support from non-
exec board the other. When the shooting
started we had chosen which side of the
line we wanted to be on.

“It was essentially an ideological
difference of opinion which caused the end
of my role in Acorn. 1 would not have
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wanted to leave Acorn, but in the situation
even if 1 had not been fired as such, [ had
no option but to resign, it was a mere
technicality. | would have resigned if I had
more than 17 minutes between the start
and the finish of the shooting, that is how
long it took.”

For a variety of reasons Peter decided
not to try and find a job straight
away, recognising a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to build a plane. Every
morning he would drive to Cambridge
airfield, to the South Side Flying Club. Plane
building is highly regulated and the plane
has to be certified OK at various stages of
construction. Coincidentally, Peter came up

| am an open
person, | try to
portray an open,
very detached
view, ho
hang-ups or
anything

for air the day before ‘Black Thursday’.

“I'am a great believer that there must be
a greater god somewhere that looks after
these things,” muses Peter. “My father died
a few days before the Risc PC launch; after
the launch I took his ashes back to the
Ukraine. He had left there in the midst of
the Second World War bloodbath.

“I tried to take his ashes as close as
possible to where he came from, but not
knowing exactly [ chose a random field.
Then the final night I was in Russia in a
hotel in Kiev when the phone rang. It was
3am and there was person shouting in
Russian down the phone ‘Bondar! Bondar!’,
This was Ivan who was my second cousin
and it was only 50 yards from where |
buried my father’s ashes to where he lived -

he actually managed to track me 500 miles
and located me down in the hotel after
going to every hotel in Kiev.

Peter Acorn’s  recent
problems:

“Acorn decided to pull out. The problem
was that everyone else’s livelihood was
affected by it, but because of the fact that in
that sense 1 had left the Acorn world 1 had
not any financial interest in it, except for
personal interest. Basically 1 said 1 felt |
could try and put a deal together but it
needed a group of other people to pay me,
as you pay a consultant to try and do it.

“The trouble with the Acorn
community is that everyone does things for
free or a contra-exchange black market type
of thing. I could have worked three or four
weeks on this or I could have either been
building my plane or working as I already
had a job lined up.’

Peter openly admits that the Risc PC 2
was later than they wanted, simply because
they got so much business in when ART
started going. They had to deal with the
new technology clients first which meant
the Risc PC had about year of being
seriously deprived of resources.

“1 felt it was a very good symbiotic
relationship between the two different
areas of activity,” says Peter wistfully. “I
don't accept Acorn’s excuse they just had to
trash it. | think the problem was that
people see these very clean companies that
appear to have very few people, huge sales
and massive profits, and thought Acorn
should be one, but Acorn is not that Kind of
company.”

In the short-term Peter is probably
going to be an interim manager - a
troubleshooter for companies — but putting
together the Acorn deal has got him
thinking about the longer term. He likes
the idea of setting up a a company dealing
with thin client technologies: probably
ARM-based, but not necessarily using
Acorn technology.

“Plus I want to finish my plane.”

Jill Regan AU

returns to



Special Pineapple RiscPC Computer price deals

" 233Mhz SA, 1.7Gb hd, 8mb, x8 CD
233Mhz SA, 1.7Gb hd, 40+2Mb, x8 CD, 2 slot b/plane
233Mhz SA, 4.3Gb hd, 64+2Mb, x36 CD, 2 slot b/plane

'f o
;”‘," {4

- £ 899 inc vat
£ 999 inc vat
£1149 inc vat

'High Spec’ 233Mhz SA, 4.3hd, 40+2Mb, x8 CD, 586-100 PC Card,

PCPro v2 & PC Ex, Windows98, 15"'mon, 120 watt spkrs
Digital monitors 14" £99, 15" £149, 17" £269,

Upgrades available with any computer purchase:-

Upgrade x8CD to x36CD - £25, Upgrade PCPro to PC P}‘ ‘0 v3(not inc PC Ex) - £2.?, Add 3t11(11{)24]"10 £49
All computers are supplied with Studio 24 vI software and one years sub to the Virus Protection Scheme.
Finance is available on the Acorn items in the above deals, over 12 or 24 months - 9.9% APR

£1699 inc vat

New 600 dpi Plustek Scanner - £149 inc vat!

The Plustek 9636 model is now available with Acorn software. This model has a
i /600 dpi optical resolution and 36 bit colour depth. It comes complete with PC
- software (including OCR) and Imagemaster and Twain for the Acorn. It plugs
into the printer port but provides a 'through' connection for a prmter, SO no

switch box is required. Price just £149 inc vat.

Internet

56,000 Flex modem - Flash U/G  £89.00

Acorn !Browse (CD only)
Ant Internet Suite software

General Upgrades

Backplanes

2 slot backplane

2nd Slice (inc 4 slot backplane)
Midi Card

MIDIMax II - Midi Card

SCSI Cards

Eesox SCSI II

Cumana SCSI 11

SCSI Cable

RiscPC Memory Monitors

IMb VRam £69.00 | ffiyama 15" 350 £175.00

£39.99 [ 12Mb VRam £89.00 | Hiyama 17" 400 (S701GT) £363.00
£116.33 | [8Mb SIMM £ 14.00 [ 1iyama 17" 400 Pro £385.00
16Mb SIMM £24.00 [ |1iyama 19" 450 £487.00

32Mb SIMM £45.00 | 1Tiyama 19" 450 Pro INEW! £527.00

£34.00 64Mb SIMM £ 109.00 | |Tiyama 21" 501 Pro £821.00

i iyama 21" 502 Pr 868.
£ 89.00 PC Cards & Software Ty R B babs 90

DX4-100 PC Card

£92.83 |1586-100 (Acorn) PC

586-133 (CIE) PC Card £351.33 | |CTX 17" .28 70Khz Digital £ 299.00
£145.00( | PC Pro & PC Exchange £49.95 1 [CTX 17" .26 92Khz Digital £ 385.00
£175.00] | Windows 98 £79.00 | [CTX 17" Futura .25 dot £429.00
£ 16.00( | MicroSoft Small Business Ed.  £179.00 | | Acorn AKF60 14" £264.00

Card

£229.00
£329.00

CTX mons have (3 year on-site warranty)
CTX 14" Digital Scan
CTX 15" Digital Scan

£ 139.00
£ 175.00

Flatbed
Colour
Scanners

There  are now a growing number of
scanners which will work on RiscOS.
The Plusteks work on the parallel port
so no extra interface is required.
All our scanner prices include Twain
and Imagemaster software. SCSI
scanner prices do not include the SCSI
connecting cable. Studio24Pro instead
of Imagemaster - just £30.00 extra!
Epson GT5500 SCSI £259.00
Epson GT9500 par&SCSI £519.00
Plustek OpticPro 9636 600dpi £149.00
Epson Filmscan 200 (transpar) £435.00
Canon Canoscan 2700F (trnsp) £557.00
SCSI Cards & Cables

Cumana SCSI 11 Card £175.00
EESOX SCSI 11 Card £145.00
50 mini ‘D' to 50 Centronics £16.00
|50 mini 'D' o 25 'D’ plug £16.00
25'D' plug to 50 Centronics  £13.99

Switch Boxes
These are ideal for parallel port
switching between a printer & scanner

Parallel 2 way £16.99
Parallel 4 way £19.99
Serial 2 way £19.99
25D’ plug to 25 'D' plug £4.99

25D’ plug to 36 Centronics £4.99
Monitor+Keyboard 2 way £19.99
ISway HD to 15way HD cable  £4.99
I5 way HD fully screened £16.99

Male-male mini DIN keybrd cab £3.00
Mini DIN to 5 pin keybrd adptr ~ £1.50
5 pin DIN to 5 pin DIN keybrd ~ £2.50

Many other types also available please ask

Pincapples removable drive system is

Hard
Drives

available for IDE and SCSI systems.
IDE removable system £19.00
SCSI removable system £25.00
IDE or SCSI cable £5.00
Bare IDE harddrives
1.7Gb IDE £50,00
2.5Gb IDE £99.00

4.3Gh IDE £124.00
6.4Gb IDEE £159.00
9.1Gb IDE £199.00

IDE Expansion

x4 IDE Expansion card £69.00

Bare SCSI harddrives
1.0Gb SCSI £99.00
4.2Gb SCSI £219.00
6.4Gb SCSI £299.00
9.1Gb SCSI £575.00

ZIP parallel port drives
Tomega parallel port ZIP drive £149.00

1nmu:u SCSI internal ZIP £129.00
lomega internal IDE ZIP £75.00

(for use with IDE expansion card)
100Mb ZIP cartridge £0:99
Pack of 5 Zip Cartridges £45.00

M yAt.or User f'ronlu_avave.

TV Coders

We now have two PAL TV coders
available which allow the output of any
Acorn Computer (o be displayed ona
normal TV orrecorded onto i video
recorder. Both models have S-VHS as
well as standard video outputs, The
VGA converter works in VGA and
SVGA screen modes and is ideal for the
RiscPC. Please ask for more info.
VGA Converter PAL Coder -~ £159.00
PLC/A PAL Coder (mode 12,15) £99.00
for A3020.A4000,A5000, RI\LP(‘ /

| |join the Pineapple virus protection

Pincapples Virus Protection
Scheme has been running
for over five years and is
still being updated with new
viruses on a regular basis.
New software versions are
sent out to members every
three months and the total
number of viruses which
can be removed is over 100,
Joining fee just £28.20
!ncxpumvc multi-user licences
If Yyou're interested in virus protection,

ot

scheme and buy Killer. Accept no
alternative - 'Acorn User Feb 96

Ay an Acorn Centre of Technology
Pineapple Software can help you with
ALL your Acorn computer related
probiems.

£330
£149.00

Ot'heArI Ifenﬁs

Acorn !Browse (CD only) £39.99
Acorn RiscCafe (JAVA)(CD)  £39.99
RiscOS 3.7 upgrade £64.62
RiscOS3 PRM vols 1-4 £99.95
RiscOS83.6 PRM vol 52 £29.75
Sibelius Junior v3.0 £55.00
Sibelius 6 software v3.5 £115.00
Sibelius 7 Student v3.5 £351.00
Sibelius 7 software v3.5 £699.00
Acorn Netstation (Ethernet)  £351.33
Acorn Netstation (Modem) £351.33
A7000 upgrade to A7000+ £249.00

We have many tems in stock which are
not shown in'this advert. Please ask Jor
anything you require which may not be
shown. We also undertake repairs and
upgrades to all Acorn computer models.

Collection can be arranged if necessary.
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Web
‘Wizard
£1149..

I i 1E= i
for surfing the web

( RISC OS 3.71 in ROM ,- )

( 233MHz StrongARM Processor )

The | 24x CD-ROM drive
magical _ ( j

Acori :
Webc\%inzard ' ( 1.7GB hard drive )

The Web Wizard is an extremely fast, internet ( 39MB RAM & 2MB VRAM )
ready version of Acorn's popular Risc PC.
Whether surfing the net for recreational C 15” monitor + 80W speakers )
activities or as part of your school's NGFL
policy, the Web Wizard is the best solution. GCO"” IBrowse and Java softwa@

The free software included gives full Web

browsing capabilities, e-mail facilities, @deows pack upgrade option )

Microsoft Word 6 and 7 compatibility and
HTML page editing for web site creation. ‘
An ISDN option is also available. COI' I l !
FREE 56.6K external modem... ) ‘
(" order now by phone on 0990 32 90 70

All trade marks acknowledged. E&OE. All Acorn ﬁroducts are promoted and distributed by: CTL Ore Trading Estate Woodbridge Road Framlingham Suffolk P13 9LL UK
Email: acom@castle-technology.co.uk  Web: hitp//www.acorn.com




